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PUBLISHERS'  PREFACE. 


EF^VIIE  ori<rinal  piirjiose  of  this  volume  wus  to  preserve  fur  the  people  of  to-day  ami  lor  pos- 
lL'v'\t\  a  complete  and  accurate  account  of  the  brilliant  and  successful  celi'hratiun  ol  the  u 
''^f^/^^j  Hundred  and  I'iftieth  xVnni\'ersary  of  the  settlement  and  incorporation  ol  the  Ancient 
i"'^^  Town  of  l<.eddin<^,  Massachusetts,  now  comprisin;^  the  three  prosjierous  towns  ol  W'ake- 
^  field,  Reading,  and  North  Readino-. 

As  the  work  jM-ogressed  and  the  character  and  worlli  of  the  xohnne  troni  an  historical  standpoint 
became  apparent,  the  publishei's  deemed  it  wise  anil  important  io  broaden  the  sco[H'  of  the  [lublicalion. 
The  generosit\'  of  the  three  municipalities,  and  the  [n^acticalh'  unanimous  support  gi\en  the  \(ilume  by 
indi\'iduals  and  organizations,  has  made  it  possible  to  ackl  seseral  especial!}'  timel\-  and  interesting 
chapters  which  can  but  grealh'  enhance  the  value  oi  the  work. 

The  labor  ot  secinang  and  arranging  the  great  mass  ot  manuscript,  ot  collecting,  historical  fads 
and  data,  of  photograplu',  hindered  b\-  weather  and  nuiiu'  other  conditions,  ol  preparing  biographical 
sketches  gathered  from  \'erv  diversified  sources,  of  the  production  ol  thi'  nearh'  live  hundred  illustra- 
tions which  appear,  of  careful  ]M"ool-reading  and  arrangement  ol  the  illustrations  to  harinoni/.e  w  ith  liie 
printed  matter  of  tiie  book,  has  been  so  arduous  and  exacting  that  the  publishers  feel  no  apologw  is  needed 
for  the  time  expended  in  comj)leting  the  work. 

The  aim  of  the  publishers  has  been  to  make  a  book  elegant  in  appearance,  absoi-bing  in  its  local 
interest,  and  of  such  sterling  and  historic  \'alue  as  to  be  esteemed  worthv  of  passing  down  to  coming 
generations.  It  would  ha\'e  been  impossible  to  achieve  tlu'  results  desii"ed  without  the  triendK'  coopera- 
tion and  generous  support  of  citizens  in  all  ot  the  three  towns,  and  it  is  with  leelings  ol  apj)reciation 
and  gratitude  that  its  publishers  offer  their  sincere  acknowdedgments  tor  such  aitl  and  encouragenu'iit. 
To  the  members  of  the  Joint  Conference  Connnittee,  the  sponsors  and  censors  of  the  Memorial  X'olume, 
and  especially  to  the  chairman  of  that  body,  Mr.  Walter  S.  Parker,  of  Reading,  for  whose  acti\'e  co- 
operation much  credit  is  due  ;  to  its  secretary,  Chester  W .  Eaton,  Escp,  of  Wakefield  :  and  to  Mr.  I'^ank 
Parker,  of  North  Reading,  the  publishers  are  under  deep  and  lasting  obligation.  Among  the  man\' 
individuals  who  have  aided  in  the  preparation  of  the  work  should  be  mentioned:  Chester  W.  b^alon,  l^sq., 
of  Wakefield,  and  Mr.  Warren  E.  Eaton,  of  Reading,  as  able  and  painstaking  editors:  Solon  Hancrott, 
Esq.,  of  lieading,  for  the  arranging  of  \  aluable  historical  facts;  Professor  Crusb\',  ot  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  for  the  facts  concerning  the  geological  formation  of  the  territor\-of  tlie  old  tow  n  ; 
Mr.  Warren  II.  Manning,  whose  article  faithfullv  describes  the  llora  contained  in  our  territor\- :  lion. 
Horace  G.  Wadlin,  of  Reading,  to  whose  pen  we  are  indebted  for  the  facts  and  statistics  regarding  our 
varied  industries  ;  Rev.  Prank  S.  Adams,  of  Reading,  for  his  meritorious  work  shown  in  the  ICcclesias- 
tical  chapter;  Maj.  William  N.  Tyler,  of  Waketield,  for  an  excellent  account  of  the  militar\-  histor\-  ol 
the  three  municipalities;  James  Reid,  Esq.,  town  clerk  of  Reatling,  for  his  biographical  sketches  ot  past 
selectmen;  and  Mr.  Will  E.  Eaton,  of  Wakeiield.  for  the  compilation  and  arrangement  of  manuscript 
and  illustrations  for  publication,  and  for  his  assistance  as  publishing  editor  through  the  process  of  print- 
ing. Nor  are  the  publishers  unmindful  of  their  obligation  to  the  descendants  of  old  families  for  aiil  in 
furnishing  illustrations  of  prominent  citizens  of  the  years  gone  by,  to  the  firm  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Peters  lK: 
Son,  of  Boston,  and  to  Mr.  C.  II.  King,  manager  of  their  engra\  ing  department,  for  many  acts  ot 
kindness  and  accommodation,  and  to  the  tlrm  of  Messrs.  L.  Barta  &  Comixiu)-,  of  Boston,  for  the  jiertect 
typography  and  artistic  press-work  which  adds  beauty  and  merit  to  the  volume. 

To  the  present  generation  the  publishers  offer  this  \olume,  with  the  full  lu)pe  that  it  has  met  all  the 
demands  of  its  inception,  and  that  it  will  lind  a  cherished  place  among  tlie  tieasured  memorials  of  the 
great  anni\  ersary . 
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Wiley,  lienjamin  IS. 

.     I'-.  1'.  s.  . 

108 

Hill,  .Melvin  J        .        .  . 

.  G. 

284 

Wiley,  Maj.  John 

.     F.  1'.  S.  . 

2i;o 

Howard,  Roger 

.  G. 

94 

Winship,  Charles  N. 

.    \'.  s. 

34>^ 

s 


IMATS'l'RATIONS. 


WAKl'.KIia.l).—  CoH/iiiin;/. 
Winship,  'riic;nuis 
Wootlward,  Chiiiles  1'". 
Wootlward,  Charles  V . 
Wooilwaril,  Charlus  I''. 
\'ale,  lUuragc 
\  ()ung,  l''rL'tl  W.  . 

Ki;.\i)i\(;. 

Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Abbott,  Charles  \V. 
Abbott,  George  V.. 
Abbott,  George  \\. 
Adams,  Rev.  Frank  S. 
Appleton,  h'.dwarcl 
ISadger,  William 
liaiicroft,  Cecil  V.  !'. 
Bancroft,  James  A. 
Bancroft,  I  ,e\\  is  M . 
liancroft,  Lewis  M. 
Bancroft,  Nathan 
Bancroft,  Solon 


llancroft,  \Veiult:ll 

.  \'. 

S. 

.)  -  / 

li Q  rvri \v'<    (   V  ri  1  »^  M 
iifiiivj»iojv_yinr>  111.  • 

( 

1  2  "* 

1 1  'J  rrf\  w<.     \i  t-^v    W  1 1 1 1  ',1  n  1 

|.- 

1'. 

s.  . 

-5 

liciiTUS,  1  Iir;iiii 

l'' 

I'. 

s.  . 

7  J. 

1 1 1 1  i  ■  I"»  *»1  f  1 »-» r    /\  1  f  1  *'  11 

( I. 

1  24 

llatchtjlder,  AUIl-ii 

.  ]■'. 

1'. 

s.  . 

J  _  w 

l^iitchtUlt'i',  John 

.  ( 

1  70 

liicl^fortl    I  )i.llllt;l    i . 

( 

Hi'ooks  JOcKs  artl  1* . 

.  \'. 

S. 

,r '  - 

Itrown,  (  hiiclc's  I', 

.  I''. 

1'. 

s.  . 

I  -|.| 

1 ) r< )\\'n,  I'-l 111 o'  J .  . 

.  \'. 

s. 

,1-  ' 

1  i  11  rrill,  J (-) h n 

.  ( 1. 

Hyers,  1  )r.  1  >.  W. 

.  ( ;. 

;7S 

( ' iinipbcll,  liiiiics  S. 

.  v. 

r. 

s.  . 

I  so 

C  anipl)fclli  JtiUit;^  S.  . 

( ;. 

1  /U 

Charles  Willard  K. 

(;. 

I  '>  2 

C  ltni 1 11 1,  J aniL's  1  *. 

.  G. 

Cltnitiiit,  J anitjs  1  *. 

.  ( 

I  7  1 

( "opelanci,  KcLibtju  O.  , 

.  V. 

s. 

(  i'ijwc,  William  1 

.  \ . 

s. 

t  u  niniiu^s,  1  To  vac  t;  ! . 

.  G. 

1  7  J 

1 ) anion ,  Arthur  A. 

.  \'. 

s. 

J 

I )aniou,  C  iiarlcs  \'\. 

.  \'. 

s. 

I  )aiiforth,  Alfrctl  W.  . 

.  ( ;. 

I  '*  1 

Dow,  Dr.  John  O. 

.  (L 

J/ 

I  )rake,  lulward  1 !. 

.  G. 

1*. allies,  I'xlwa rtl  1  > 

.  V. 

s. 

I'laton,  luhiiiiiul 

.  V. 

s. 

I'^atoii,  ^'aiicy  • 

\ . 

s. 

I'atoii,  A\'arren  1',. 

.  ( ;. 

i'!.al<)n,  \\  ari'eii  1'-. 

im 

il\'  I  ree). 

I  (  )C) 

i;al()n,  Warren  i:. 

.  W 

s. 

~  /  J) 

i^lliiitt,  v..  I'lirrester 

.  \'. 

s. 

2.S6 

l';iy,  Kev.  William  1!.  . 

'*  Q  > 

~  J  J 

I'.merson,  A rt h ur  ( 1 . 

.  ( ;. 

I  22 

I'jiierson,  llarriet  (,'. 

.  V. 

s. 

l""oster,  Arthur  [. 

.  G. 

I  2-\ 

I'rancis,  .\ll)ert  J. 

.  ( 1. 

I'  rench,  ( lartlner 

.  G. 

1  70 

iMiUer,  Melville  W. 

.  \'. 

s. 

1  55 

( Irimes,  James  W. 

.  \'. 

s. 

3,S6 

llarnilen,  Sylvester 

.  F. 

1'. 

s.  . 

5'- 

liartshorn,  Benjamin  M. 

.  G. 

174 

Hatch,  Fred  W. 

.  G. 

Hatch,  Fred  W. 

.  (L 

]  22 

Henderson,  Dr.  Charles  K.  . 

.  G. 

124 

Henderson,  Hr.  ("liarles  R.  . 

.  G. 

37« 

1  lolden,  1  lenry  10. 

.    ( ;. 

1-4 

Holden,  William  J. 

.  ( ;. 

174 

1  (orton,  James  A. 

.  \'. 

s. 

33> 

1  low  es,  Andrew 

.  F. 

1'. 

s.  . 

1 58 

1  lowes,  A.  Xewell 

.  V. 

33« 

I  lowes,  (leorge  I'!. 

.  \. 

s. 

^S5 

1  Fowes,  Mary  S. 

.  \. 

s 

285 

Hunt,  I'klgar  N. 

.  c 

1 24 

1 1  utchinson,  Merrill 

.  V. 

s. 

335 

Jones,  ( )rrin  N. 

.  (;. 

124 

ludd,  Chauncey  1'. 

.  V. 

I'. 

s,  . 

'34 

Kendall,  David  H. 

.  F. 

I'. 

s.  . 

329 

Kingman,  Henry 

.  V. 

1'. 

s.  . 

3<« 

Kinsley,  Will  S. 

.  V. 

23 

K ittredge,  Henry  (i. 

.  F. 

1'. 

s.  . 

214 

Lang,  Charles  I  {.,  Jr.  . 

.  F. 

p. 

s.  . 

340 

Lang,  William  ,\. 

.  V. 

s. 

327 

1  .eathe,  John  B. 

.  G. 

170 

Lewis,  John  B.,  Jr. 

.  1''. 

1*. 

s.  . 

132 

Manning,  Charles 

.  v. 

1'. 

s.  .  . 

256 

Manning,  Jacob  W. 

.  V. 

s. 

32« 

V.  IV  s. 

( ;. 

I'.  I',  s. 
( ;. 

I'.  I',  s. 
G. 


V. 
V 

F.  !'.  S. 


W  S. 

( ;. 
(;. 

V, 

F.  1'. 
F.  I'. 


344 
18 

74 
92 
64 
1  10 


'74 

33« 

t24 

336 
255 
'52 
170 
279 
174 
174 
33G 
324 
148 


KICA  I  )l  NG.      Coiiliiiii,  J. 

Manning,  J,u ( ib  \\'.,  J  r.  . 
M ai  tin,  Cal\  in  1 ,. 
M  ai  tin,  ( ieorge  I  i. 
i\Ierrill,  Fred'l). 
Minot,  Geoige 
Mitchell,  Jacob 
Mitchell,  Jacob 
\ason,  1  )r.  Osmond  (  .  B 
Nichols,  lulward  C. 
Nichols,  Ftlward  C. 
Xowell,  Charles  11. 
Barker,  iMlward  1''. 
I'aiker,  l''rank 
Barker,  ( ialen  A. 
Barker,  ( leorge  J . 
Barker,  (lilman  L.         .  • 
l''arker,  ( lilman  1 ,. 
I'arker,  I  lenry  C. 
Barker,  leronie 
Barker,  Alilo 
I'arker,  .Solon  A. 
I'arker,  .Stillnian  1'^. 
Barker,  Stillman  M. 
Barker,  Walter  S. 
Barker,  Waller  S. 
I'arker,  W.dter  S. 
Barks,  Dr.  Silas  II. 
I'ierce,  .Samuel 
I'ieice,  Samuel 
Bratt,  Daniel 
Bull,  I  )aniel  I''. 
Bratt,  iMank  W.  B. 
Bratt,  Joseph  I ,. 
I'rentiss,  1 1  arley 
I'rentis.s,  1 1  arley 
Broctor,  \\'iHi.im 
Reid,  James 
Reid,  James 
Richardson,  David  (I.  . 
Richardson,  Fverett  B.  . 
Ricliartlson,  Jason  W.  . 
Robinson,  1  )r.  ( lilnian  B. 
Robinson,  I  leiiry 
Ruggles,  Willi, un  I. 
•Sanborn,  1  lenry  C. 
Smith,  l''rank  M. 
.Stickney,  Mrs.  M.dina  F. 
Stock,  Heniy 
Stoodley,  Nath.ui  I  ). 
Stone,  Merrick  .\ . 
Temple,  lulward  M. 
I'emple,  |oseph  .S. 
I'emple,  'Mark  M 
4"emple,  M  rs.  .Sarah  (  i . 
Temple,  R.  1  )e.\ter 
Tilton,  Re\.  Josiah  IB. 
Tilus,  William  M. 
'Tweetl,  Charles 
'Twond)ly,  W iUi.mi  II.  . 
\'ermille,  I'  rederick   W . 
Watllin,  I  lorace  ( i. 
Wadlin,  1  lorace  ( i. 
Wakeheld,  Charles 
Wakefield,  Dr.  Horace  B 
\\'alcott,  Roger  (Lieut.  (io\ 
Weston,  Charles  .\. 
NVeston,  John 
\V hittenn>re.  T'rederick  V,. 
Wight,  James 
Wightman,  \\'illiain  II. 
Wightman,  William  J .  . 
Wilco.x,  Rev.  William  II. 
Wright,  Carroll  1). 
^'oung,  I''.  IJentley 

.NORTH  RI'.ADIXG. 

.Abbott,  I  )aniel  (i. 
Abbott,  Rev.  Gran\illc  .S. 
.\bI)ott,  Samuel  1^. 
Bacheller,  John 
Batchelder,  Dennis 
Batchelder,  Leland  D. 
Bent,  Rev.  Gilbert  R. 
t'ampbell,  John  1!. 
Car])enter,  l'!dward  .\. 
Carjjenter,  Txlward  A. 
Caipenter,  Fdward  .\. 
Cook,  .\ugustine  B. 


I-.  B.  S. 


( ;. 
( ;. 
\'. 

\'.  s. 
( ;. 

G. 
G. 

( ;. 

I'.  B.  S. 


\'. 
G. 

( ;. 

G. 
( ; 
( ;. 

F. 
( i. 
G. 
G. 
G. 


B.  S. 


V.  V.  s. 
w  s. 

\'.  s. 
\'.  s. 
( ; , 

G. 

G. 

]••.  B.  S. 

( ;. 
( ;. 
( ;. 

\",  s. 
\ .  s. 

G. 
V. 

1 ;. 

\'.  s. 
( ;. 


s. 


w  s. 

w  s. 

V.  B.  S. 

\'  S. 

( ;. 

I'.  B.  S. 

( ;. 

w  s. 

\'.  s. 
( ;. 

I'.  B.  S. 

\ .  s. 

!■■.  B.  S. 

( ;. 

\'.  s. 

B.  S. 

\'\  B. 

\'.  S. 

V.  B.  S. 

W  S. 

W  S. 
( i. 

( ;. 
\'. 

I'.  B.  S. 

w  s. 


V.  s. 
\\  s. 

V.  B.  S. 

( ;. 
(;. 

G. 
V. 

B.  S, 

\  . 
G. 

( ;. 

V.  s. 


lI.LUS'l'RA'riONS. 


—  Colli  bill,;!. 

I'AC.IC. 

.\()kl'll    K  l'",.\  1  )I \(;. —  ConliiiKi-il. 

I  )ainu,  1  luniy  11.. 

• 

I'arker,  I'iclward  I). 

.  V,. 

1S2 

1  ),ivis,  1  )i.  Williimi  r.  . 

( I. 

37''^ 

I'arker,  I'.tlw ard  1 ). 

.  Ci. 

183 

I  linl,  C'h.irlcs  . 

luigraving 

'77 

I'arker,  I'  rank 

( ;. 

26 

I'linl,  .Mr>.  1  lairict  X.  . 

I'jigraving 

17.S 

Rohinson,  J.  .Milton 

.  ( ;. 

182 

( lowing,  Josupli  1 ). 

.    ( ;. 

iS:: 

Roliinson,  J .  Milt(;n 

.  (\. 

183 

( liavcs,  .Mary  11.. 

\'.  .S. 

'  99 

Smith,  Willis  1'.  . 

( 

183 

1  larl,  1  Imnias  .\.  . 

1  .  1  .  rt.  . 

.Synionds,  Jjurton  I\ . 

( ' 

183 

1  laywaicl,  Martin  1,. 

1S2 

Synionds,  Ilurton  K  .  . 

.    V.  s. 

;,7f> 

lloll,  Solon  (). 

.   V.  v.  .s.  . 

'9- 

Upton,  Alaiis(jn  A. 

.  \. 

.89 

Howard,  Charle.s  1'. 

.     K.  1'.  S.  . 

186 

U])ton,  .\rtliur  1'". 

.  c. 

182 

KillMirn,  Kcv.  1  )a\  id 

^57 

U  |)ton,  1  Ii.-nry  ,\  . 

( ;. 

183 

.Mcl.anu,  |.  1!. 

1S3 

U  pton,  1  r\  ing  11. 

.    \'.  s. 

280 

\iJiols,  \VilliaMi  1. 

182 

I'pton,  Walhue  I'. 

.  ( ;. 

183 

RESIDENCES. 


\\  .\ki:i'll'.l,l). 


Kl';.\l)lNi; 


.\twood,  I'rank  11.. 

62 

la(|uilh  I  louse 

liarnaril,  licnjaniin  1'.  .... 

103 

Kendall,  David  11. 

liuebL'  Homestead  .... 

.( I 

Kiltredge,  1  [enry  ( 1 . 

Hoit,  Miss  l^lizaheth  \\.  .... 

101 

Lewis,  Frank   .        .       .  . 

I'lurbank,  llnchanan  1!  . 

Livermore,  William  1!. 

r.nrhank,  llnchanan  11.  (hirt h])lace) 

350 

1  ,(n  ing,  (  harles  .\ . 

Hn//ell,  Knel  1'.       ....  ■ 

207 

Manning,  Jacob  W. 

( 'arpunler,  l-'rederiek  l>.  . 

89 

.Morgan,  (  h.irles  R. 

Hearborn,  .Stanley  li.  . 

87 

Xelson,   leveret  1  M. 

I'laton,  Chester  W. 

45 

I'almer,  I'^dw  ard  11.  (I.muIsc  .ipe 

I'.alon,  I'Aerelt  \V  

301 

I'arker,  (lalen  .\.  . 

I'^.iton  Homestead  ..... 

-43 

I'arker,  (Ieorge  W.  . 

i;at(Ui,  Will  I'lverett  .... 

1  1  2 

I'arker,  Walter  S.  . 

I'lint,  Mrs.  Harriet  N  

2  ^2 

Perkins,  Alfretl 

llaniiltoii,  .Samuel  K.  . 

232 

Pierce,  .Samuel 

1  lawkes,  ( ieorge  1 ,. 

iOI 

I'ratt,  Joseph  L.  (late  of) 

1 1  ickey,  Thomas  ..... 

229 

Pratt,  Frank  W.  11. 

1  lopkins,  1^.  Sumner  .... 

213 

Pratt,  Thomas  (late  of)  . 

Learned,  f  larente  1^.  .... 

317 

Prentiss,  1  larley 

Lyons,  Denis  ...... 

207 

Prescott,  Abel  1'",. 

Madtlock,  (ieorge  H.  . 

■  ■  203 

Prescott,  (Ieorge  H. 

Miller,  h!dwin  C.      .       .       .  . 

91 

]'rescott  Homestead 

Newhall,  John  S  

347 

Roberts,  John  ,\. 

I'erley,  J.  M  

3 1 3 

Robinson,  Henry 

I'ittoL'k,  Harry  ..... 

22  1 

Shackforcl,  ( lecjrge  .\. 

Roberts,  I'eter  .S.     .        .        .        .  . 

209 

She])ardson,  .\lbert  R. 

kuggles,  1 1  enry  S.  . 

51 

S])erry,  l'"red  1 ). 

.Smith,  Tas'lor  1'".  ..... 

229 

Spinney,  William  F. 

.Stout,  Richartl  .S.     .        .        .        .  . 

57 

Temple,  I'red  M.  . 

'Thacher,  llarrie  IJ.  . 

3'  7 

Wacllin,  Horace  ( I.  . 

'I'owle,  ( Ieorge  11.  . 

22 1 

Wadsworth,  (Ieorge  1'".  . 

Tyler,  William  N.  . 
Wakelield  Mansion         .'  . 

■       30 ' 

Walker,  M rs.  I  ,ui  inda  I.  . 

Weston,  ClilTord  1'.     "  . 

While,  lulson  W  

31  7 

Weston,  .Mr^.  Reuben 

Winship,  ( 'harles  X.        .        .        .  . 

396 

Wight,  James 

W  inshi|),  .Samuel  ..... 

1(11 

Woodu.iril,  Chailes  1''.  .... 

NOIM 

11  R1'..\D1N(;. 

\  oinig,  Willi, nil  1''.  .... 

.\bbotl,  T;iiene/er  T.  (l.ile  of)  . 
llatchelder,  Irven  1''. 

,\i)iN(;. 

Campbell,  Warren  .\. 

.\mstlen,  1!.  I'rank  .... 

1  5() 

Car|)eiiter,  Fdwartl  A. 

Itailey,  I'Ulward  S.  . 
liaiK'roft,  Caj)!.  (Ieorge,  House 

1. 17 

1  *itmars,  ( Ieorge  L.  . 

2 1 1 

Dockham,  C.  .\. 

Uancroft,  Wendell  ..... 

1  55 

I'.aton,  ^^rs.  1  lenry  C. 

Iiarlley,  I'r.iiicis  ..... 

1  51 

I'.aton,  Warren 

Halclielder,  Alden  ..... 

.       .  164 

Flint,  Charles  1''.  (homestead). 

llatchelder,  .\tlelbert   

.       .  165 

T'lint,  'I'imothy  (birth])lace) 

liosson,  (Ieorge  . 

70 

Flint,  Isaac  A. 

lirown,  .Mrs.  Helen  M.     .  . 

1  30 

T'owle,  'Timothy 

lUirton,  Smith  1'.,  Jr.       ...  . 

1  49 

( low  ing,  Joseph  D.  . 

Carleton,  James  11. 

'53 

I  layward,  Martin  L. 

('alter,  .\lfred  (I  

160 

Holt,  .Mrs.  Albert  H. 

(.'arter,  William  ..... 

1 30 

1  loward,  Charles  P. 

Chandler,  E.  A  

215 

1  loward,  John  IT. 

Ciimmings,  Martin  M.  . 

.       .  156 

Lefavor,  Wooilbury  P. 

('imningham,  ().  W.  .... 

209 

Nichols,  William  1. 

1  lane,  Albert  I'  

173 

Parker,  (Iiista\us  F.  (late  of)  . 

Danforth,  Charles  M.      .        .        .  . 

168 

Parker,  William 

H'Arcy,  M.  F  

209 

Putnam  House 

Drake,  I'xhvard  15  

131 

Robinson,  J.  Milton 

Laton,  Warren  K.  ..... 

'53 

.Symonds,  ( )tis  P.  . 

( I  rouard,  ( Ieorge  W.  .... 

242 

Turner,  Charles  IT. 

1  larris,  I'^lmer  1).  . 

70 

C pton,  .Maiison  A.  . 

Howes,  .\.  Newell  ..... 

143 

L'pton,  .\rlhur  T'. 

Hunt,  Dudley  F  

'57 

U])ton,  1  lenry  A.  . 

.  ~  (  'i<ll ll II IICll . 


•         »<i.  i  .S; 


•il.i 


nj.USTRA'I'IONS. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


(  liuiili  Kccortis,  I''aL-siiiiilL'  cif  I'irst  I'.igu 
I*'irsl  iMfL^liiig-lioiisf  .... 

Second  Mcctiiig-liousc  in  *       I'.u  iNli 
l)aniul  Tnlnani,  I''ac-siniilu  of  his  1 1  andw  i  il  ing 
I'laii  of  I'cws  in  Third  Mcoting-housc,  1770  . 
I,iheral  Ladies'  lienevolcnt  A.ssotialion,  kcachng 
Second  Parish  C'liurch,  North  KeaiHng 
.St.  losepli's  (Calliolic)  Cliurch  and  I'aKK  hial  Kesi- 
dence,  Wal<etleld  ...... 

St.  .Agues  Catholic  C'luircli,  Reading 

l\niniannel  I'lpiscoiial  Cluirch,  Wakelield 

I'.ninianuel  l''.i)isc()pal  Clmrch  (interior)  Wakelield 

Methodist  Kpisco])al  Church,  Wakelield 

( )ld  South  (.NIelhodist  Kpiscopal  Cluirch)  l-ieading 


-  V) 

J. 11 


-49 
2.49 

-50 
250 

2sl 


on.ige, 


Creenwood  (.'hapel,  Wakelield 
Montrose  ('hapel  and  Inleiioi,  W.d^ 
(  ongiegalioiial  (  hiirih,  Rc.iiling 
I'nion     (  (ini^reg.ilioiial    (  hiuxh  ai 

North  Re.iiling 
I'iisl  r.,iplisl  (  liiiu  li,  Walselield  . 
Ha|)li--t  I  linn  h.  \orlli  Ke.iding  . 
ISaplist  (  linnli  r.iison.ige,  Xorlh  K 
I'nivers.disI  (  luiri  h,  W .'ikelield     .  . 
I'nitarian  (  liurLh,  Reailing    .        .        ,        .  . 
Third  .Meeting-h<nise  in  (  )ld  I'arish 
Thiril  Meeting-house  in  <  Md  I'arisii  (Remodeled) 
( 'oilgreg"atic}nal  <'hui-i.h,  NWd^elield  (New) 
Congregational  (  hurcli  Inteiior,  Wakelield  . 


d  R 


di 


INDUSTRIAL. 


^'e  Olden  Time  Shoe  Sho]3  .... 

liarndeii's  I''nrniture  and  Saw  Mill,  Re.iding 

I.ob's  I'onnd  Mill,  North  Reading. 

Manning's  Nursery,  Reading 

Reading"  I'laning  Alill  ..... 

(  harles  ]■.   Damon  iN  Co.  l''aclory,  Reading  . 
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SOUTH  READING  COMMON  SIXTY  YEARS  AGO. 


»  . 

INITIATORY. 

lO-i-^-i Sf)  |..  —  l"'hL'SL'  arc  simjile  \  t't  si^nilicanl  dalrs.    Tlic  IdriiuT  su^ni'sts  — 

"  riiLTC  are  Xditus  iif  lliu  I'asl,  W'liii  h  laiinut  iuhhj  ,ii;aiii  : 

,  "  .  I  .iiik.s  iif  a  lirokun  Lhain,  •  N' cl  ( li  >il  fdi  1  lid  I  lial  wu  >lu  mid  lu.se 

\Vini;>  lhal  (.an  iicar  us  Ijatk  In  linies  The  i.tIiols  llial  n  iiiaiii  '  " 

'I'lie  lalkT  dale  reminds  us  of  tlie  crowding  diUiL's  and  iniilalinns  ot  die  Umes  in  w  lneli  w  c  li\'c  :  — ■ 

"  The  prrsciil  is  ( lu i  i iwii  ;  Iml  while  wcspLak, 
.  .,     ;  ...         \\' e  Lease  f  nini  its  |)i  iNSussiun,  ,111(1  I  csiL;!! 

'I'lie  stage  we  tread  (Hi  I(j  aiidllicr  ra(e, 

As  vain,  and  yay,  and  nnnlal  is  (iiiiselves," 

A  s|)an  ol  two  luindred  aiul  lilt}'  \  cars  I  ]>ei;iniiinj4'  at  tlic  sc'tlU'iniMU  ot  RcadiiiL;  township,  itoixcrs 
a  jH'riod  rich  in  rare  nienicjries  and  traditions,  and  helplid  and  inspiring'  to  the  present  L^eneralion , 
as  are  described  tlie  origin  and  heaUhttd  e.xpansion  oi  a  thri\'inn'  New  I'^ngland  nuinicip.tlit\'  ihrongh  liie 
centuries  to  the  present  (ht\'. 

As  this  period  was  closing',  it  seemed  nattii^al  to  pause  in  the  restless  rush  ot  human  at'laii's,  and  loii- 
sitler,  with  thonghtfuhiess  and  gratitude,  the  occurrences  and  lessons  ot  the  long  term  ot  \'ears.  I'^rom 
these  rellections  there  issued  a  strong  desire  to  celebrate  a  glorious  two  hundretl  antl  littieth  birllulaw 

^I'he  spirit  of  reverence,  of  thankfulness,  and  of  local  patriotism,  soon  turned  to  activ  e  preparation 
for  the  litling  observance  of  this  imjx)rtant  anni\'ersar\-. 

The  town  of  Keading  and  her  sister  towns  of  W'akelield  and  North  l<_eading,  once  a  part  oi  one 
large  domain,  ha\'e  together  and  sejiarately  borne  an  honorable  part  in  the  altairs  ot  l\iv  State  and  nation. 

On  the  jiages  that  follow  will  be  found  a  faithful  presentation  ot  the  preliminar\'  work,  and  the  man\- 
tletails  necessary  to  a  jierfect  celebration,  together  with  a  full  account  of  the  \  arious  oHicial  exercises, 
du'  siiccesslul  results  ol  a  unitetl  eth)rt  to  make  the  anni\  ersar\'  memorable  in  the  historx  ol  (  )ld 
Redding. 

It  is  a  pleasant  change  from  e\er\-da\-  tasks  to  del\e  among  the  treasures  of  the  past.  We  all  lo\e 
oiu'  (own:  e\en  tiiose  who  claim  alliliations  onl\-  h\  adojition  cherish  a  lo\all\'  and  allection  similar 
to  that  of  the  natixes,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  experiences,  deeils,  and  pri\alionsol  the  earl\' 
settlers  should  jiossess  an  tmusual  interest  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  old  tt)wn. 

The  early  advocates  oi  a  ciuarter-milleiuiial  celebration  were  men  and  woiuen  w  hose  thoughls  ,ind 
associations  had  been  intimateh'  connected  with  times  gone  b\',  '  whose  ancestors  were  among  ihe 
patriots  of  otiier  generations,  and  whose  lo\'e  and  re\  erence  for  tlu'  past  were  akin  to  gratitude.  "  ()l 
all  the  affections  of  man,  those  that  connect  him  with  ancestr\-  are  .uuong  the  most  naltn'al  and  gener- 
ous."' Slowly,  but  with  strong  growth,  the  crude  ideas  advanced  to  more  deHnite  and  comprehensix  e 
jtlans,  until  the  mo\'enient  was  given  cordial  and  general  support.  The  unanimity  with  which  the  citi- 
zens entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  anni\'ersar\'  will  be  apparent  as  one  reads  succeeding  pages  ot  this 
volume. 

''l^he  celebration  was  a  magnificent  success.  The  results  promise  to  bear  abinidant  anil  healthltd 
fruit,  in  that  it  intensities  the  sense  of  dut\'  of  the  jiresent  and  of  ftiture  generations,  b\'  awakened  ju'r- 
ceptions  of  tlu'  obligations  put  upon  us  by  the  efforts  and  sacrihces  of  the  fearless,  sturd\'  men  and 
women  who  liv  ed,  struggled,  and  died  in  the  hjng  interx'al  that  separates  the  present  generation  Irom  the 
pioneers  of  1644. 
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-  PRELIMINARIES. 

WAKEFIELD. 


/,,'— -1  rrr-^\  UK  fir.st  public  notes  of  anticiiiation  for  the 
C|uarter-iiiillennial  celebration   of  the  in- 
'i^f^/i     corporation    of    ancient    Redding  were 
J'^",^,;    'riy-Jvr-'^'   heard  in   Waketiekl   at  a  town  meeting, 
uj.-/''^v  held   by    adjournment,    No\'.    14,  1S92. 

Acting  under  Article  15  of  the  warrant,  "to  see  what 
action  the  town  will  take  in  relation  to  celebrating  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement 
of  the  town,"  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of  C.  W.  Eaton,  as 
follows  :  — 

Whereas,  the  two  liuiulred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incor- 
poration of  ancient  Reading,  including  the  territory  in  the  ])i'esent 
Umits  of  Wakefiekl,  Keading,  and  Nurtli  Keading,  will  occur  in  the 
year  1894.  And, 

WIit  Tfiis,  the  first  settlement  of  tliis  territory  was  in  what  is  now 
tlif  center  of  Wakefield,  and  for  that  re.ison  it  wonld  >eeni  a])|)ro- 
priate  for  this  town  to  suggest  to  tlie  towns  of  Reading  and  North 
Reading  the  propriety  of  a  joint  recognition  and  celeliration  of  such 
anniversary.     1 1  is 

I'ofeil,  That  it  is  deemed  proper  and  desirable  tliat  the  notable 
l\istorical  anniversary  be  suitably  observed  and  celebrated;  and  that 
the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  confer  with  the  seleclnien  or  any 
accredited  representatives  of  Reading  ajul  North  Reading  in  relation 
to  such  observance  and  report  to  the  town  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Nov.  7,  1893,  Article  17  of  tiie 
warrant  was  as  follows  :  — 

To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation  to  the  celeliration 
of  the  two  himdred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  settlement. 

After  a  report  from  the  selectmen  that  letters  had  been 
duly  forwarded  to  the  selectmen  of  Reading  and  North 
Reading,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a  joint  celebration 
of  the  anniversary,  and  that  no  responses  had  been  re- 
ceived to  such  comminiications,  it  was  voted  that  the 
subject  matter  of  the  article  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Jan.  22,  1894,  Article  7  of  the 
warrant  was  as  follows  :  — 

'i'o  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation  to  the  celelira- 
tion of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  original  in- 
corporation, with  other  territory,  under  the  name  of  Keading. 

The  selectmen  reported  that  no  response  had  been 
received  from  North  Reading  to  letters  inviting  coopera- 
tion in  the  proposed  celei)ration,  but  that  a  communi- 
cation had  Ijeen  received  from  the  selectmen  of  Reading 
indicating  a  probability  that  the  inhabitants  of  Reading 
might  be  disposed  to  join   in  the  celebration.  After 


discussion  it  was  \dted,  on  motion  of  Chester  W.  Iviton, 
••  that  the  tow  11  of  Waketiekl  hereb}'  resolves  to  celebrate 
the  two  huntlred  and  tiftielh  anniversary  of  its  tirigi- 
nal  incorporation,  and  that  a  committee  of  thirt)  citi/ens 
be  chosen  to  make  preliminar)'  plans  and  arrangements 
for  a  worthy  observance  of  such  anni\'ersar_\',  either  alone 
or  in  con)imcti(>n  with  the  towns  of  Reailing  and  Xoilh 
Reading,  and  report  progress  and  recei\'e  finiher  instruc- 
tions at  the  next  annual  town  meeting." 

Afessrs.  |.  V.  bjiierson,  (".  W.  i'.aton,  C.  I'".  W'oodwaril, 
E.  C.  Miller,  and  W.  V.  \'oung  were  ai:)p(jnited  a  ccjnnnit- 
tee  of  five  to  nominate  a  conunittee  of  management.  The 
nominating  committee  retired,  and  later  in  the  session 
reported  to  the  meeting  a  list  of  thirty  citizens  who  were 
constituted  a  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  celel)r,i- 
tion,  with  power  to  till  vacancies  and  increase  their  num- 
ber, 'bhis  committee,  as  then  selected,  and  afterward 
enlarged  under  the  power  conferred  upon  them,  was  made 
up  of  one  hiniilred  and  six  citi/ens,  and  their  n.imes  .md 
organization  were  as  follows  :  — 


GENERAL  COMHITTEE. 


PRESIDENT. 

CIl  Ks  i  r.K  W.  EA'fON. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Aakun  I'dsikk, 

A.  (1.  Sv\  Ki'  rsi.:k, 

v..   .ScM.NLK  llt>lK[\s 

\  Kii  M  ans]  n.i 

IJ,                r  1  U  iM  \  s  W  I  NsH  1  p. 

J .  G.  -\ i!(ii;N, 

Thomas  I'.mi.i^son, 

S.  (  ),   KiCI!  A  KUbON, 

Jo.sni'ii  Gti.\.\F.  1  1  , 

Ki;  A  Ni;  i.iN  \''<'i\  V  . 

J  AiM17s  H  .  C.\  KTlTlv, 

KVF.KHI  1    1  1  A  1,  1  . 

Treasurer  -- 

J  a.mi-.s  I'  .  IvM iiKso.x.  Secretary 

—  I  i              Vi     I  RU. 

Alucll,  Jr.AV.  11. 

KuMcr  ,  .M  P. 

Philips,  1  \i 

Mini,  S.  W. 

pel  kills.  G.  A . 

.\tw..ocl,  V.  11. 

l  laiidLTs,  Levi. 

koheris.  P.  s. 

ilriltou,  Kicii.lrd. 

I'landers.  1'.  .1. 

Kii  h,  K.  .\. 

lIcL'be,  Jnnivis. 

Greenough,  W.  S. 

Skiiiiiei ,  '1'.  J  . 

Ilu.irdlli.iti,  Muses. 

tiarraty,  Jas.  1- . 

Savage,  H  .  11 . 

llnw  111.111,  C.  li. 

Gilioii,  K.  J. 

Stout,  K.  S. 

llii/./ell,  K.  1'. 

Grace,  J.  W. 

Spencer,  G    H  . 

i;r..vMicll,  A.  W. 

H.imiltuii,  s.  K. 

Siowell.  L 

I'.,il(  h,  r  K. 

Itarriiiglon,  G.  W. 

Tyler,  W  .  N. 

n.irkui,  Kd«,ua. 

Heatli,  ]■;.  N. 

I  liavci,  .\-  11. 

C'.irpcnler,  i  .  1!. 

1  lartsliornc,  C.  1'. 

Thaeher,  11.  P. 

Cucli,  W.  1, 

Hawes,  W.  L. 

T.iylor,  (  i.  II. 

CuitL-i,  W.  A. 

11  awes,  C.  11. 

Towle,  G.  11. 

C  loln;ll,  S.  A. 

H  ussey,  C  IC. 

Teasiie,  G.  H . 

Cl.nk,  r.  (). 

Hawkes,  A.  A. 

Van   Nusirand.  W.  1' 

CLii.p,  V.  A 

Kimball,  G.  W. 

Woodward,  G.  I'. 

C.irlisle.  v..  A. 

Kelly,  J.  I'. 

Wilson,  ti.  V. 

Diilbc.ne,  11.  M. 

I.iitkin,  S.  W. 

Walton,  c.  r:. 

D.uhiij;,  I>.  II. 

Low  ,  Michael. 

Wakclield,  G.  P.. 

liun-,hi;L',  (.  .  K. 

Miller,  i:.  C. 

Whit,  oinlj,  G.  r.  G. 

De.ii  Udiii,  S  \\. 

Maddt.ck,  G.  11. 

Wiuship,  G.  N. 

UiiiiiLk,  .\.  1). 

Manslield,  I.  D. 

Waieinian.  O.  \  . 

n.iv,  J.  A. 

Maii-rieUl,  t;.  V. 

White,  S.  S. 

lK\yur,  1  hos.  ll. 

Mil  aiislaiid,  W  .  II. 

While,  K.  W. 

Kvans,  D.miL-l. 

Nc.ti,  G.  K. 

White,  1.  W. 

Kv.iris,  11.  li. 

OT.eaiy,  J.  A. 

Wn'.;lil,  A.J. 

Kaluii,  K.  W. 

I'lUlley,  S.  J. 

W.ud,  W.  M. 

Parker.  L  l''red. 

Voting,  W.  V. 

I'-lllL-rSDIl,    1'..  I'".. 

Pinkll.ini,  H.  P. 

W.mvi.  \-  W. 

Parker,  Sani'l  T. 

i  A  !, 
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I'W'O  lUINnRI',!)  AN'I)  1  M"l'll'Vril  .\N\IVI'.KS.\R\- 


CIIESTKk   \V.    EATON,   son   of    Lilley   and  l-'.liza 
(Nichols)  Eaton,  was  born  in  Soulli  Rending,  now 
Wakefield,  Jan.  13,  1839,         is  descended  from  the  early 
settler,  Jonas  Eaton,  whose  first  rural  cottage  was  located 
on  an  old  road,  now  discontinued,  a  short  distance  north- 
easterly of  the  oldest  house  now  standing  in  \\'aketield,  on 
Prospect  Street,  ('owdrey's  Hill.     llis  father,  Hon.  Eilley 
Ivaton,  was  the  historian  of  the  towns  of  Reading,  Wake- 
field, and  North  Reading,  a  man  whose  influence,  more 
than  that  of  any  otiier,  ga\'e  character  and  life  to  our  local 
system  of  common  schools,  and  wlio  also  led  all  others 
in  putting  advanced  thought  and  metliods  into  the  munic- 
ipal government  of  the  town  of  South  Reading.  'I'he 
son  inherits  many  of  the  traits  of  his  fatlier,  and  par- 
ticularly a  love  and  respect  for  the  facts  and  teachings  of 
history,  especially  of  his  native  town.     In  fact,  he  ren- 
dered no  little  assistance  to 
his  father  in  preparing  the 
History  of  Reading  by  col- 
lecting   facts,  establishing 
dates,  etc.,  through  access  to 
the    old    records    of  town, 
county,  and  state.     He  was 
an  attendant  at  the  district 
schools  and  the  high  school 
of  his  native  place,  and  fitted 
for  the  Chandler  Scientific 
Department    of  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in   the    class  of 
1859.    He  then  studied  for 
the  legal  profession  at  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  in 
the  ofifice  of  (iooch  (S:  Cope- 
land,  JSoston.      He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  .Massachusetts 
bar  in  1864,  and  immediately 
commenced  the  practice  of 
law  in   South  Reading.  In 
1864  he  opened  a  law  otlice 
in  Roston,  still  retaining  that 
in  South  Reading.    In.  1880, 
he    added   the   business  of 
publisher  and  editor  of  the 
Wakefield  Citizen  ami  Jianiicr. 
estate  business  in   1886.  In 
publishing  business  to  give  more  undivided  attention  to 
legal  business,  making  specialties  of  examination  of  titles 
and  conveyancing. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  married  in  Rye,  N.  H.,  May  14,  1868, 
to  Emma  C.,  daughter  of  Rev.  (iiles  and  Elizabeth 
{Thompson)  l.eatli.  ( )f  this  union  are  three  children, 
Rirhaid  ( l.uclin  r,  I'lu'odure,  and  I'jnma  Morence  Eaton. 
Ill-  ll.\^  IriMpii  nil)  been  li(in<iied  with  iiiii)c)rtant  positions 
III  liu-  iif  llii-  iMwn,  h.uin-  Medu.ibly  lilleil  the  offices 
1 1(  I'twii  ( liM  k.  luun  I  1  •li.i  ti  ii ,  nil  ml  kT  1  4  l  he  scIk  k  >]  board. 
Jlltl  IrilstiT  t.t    tl..-  ;..ibi,.    Ill, I. lis  .      lb-  h.i,  been  .1  ju^lice 

o(  »lu!   \>KA"  •in»t.ii;.    |.  J.lii    till-  l.iNi    iliiny  ye.ir>, 

Ikffuic  the  |ii«'!K-ni  tli:»tni  I  louil'*  wi  rr  i  si.ililislied  lu-  w.i- 
tiiJil  )u^li(.r,  jiikI  ^xs  Uh  vmu-  )c.ir>  trc-.i>uti-r  of  (la 


CHESTER  W.  EATON. 


To  this  he  joined  a  real 
1 89 1   he  disposed  of  his 


W'akelielii  Savings  Rank.  Dui'ing  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion he  ser\'ed  as  a  pii\ate  in  the  Scnith  Reading  corn- 
pan)-,  the  Ricliardson  Eight  (Juard,  known  as  Comjiany 
E,  50th  Regiment,  engaging  in  the  cam]:)aign  ending  in 
the  suriender  ol   I'ort  Hudson. 

Wdien  a  \'oung  man  and  before  entering  the  work  of 
ids  [jrdfession,  he  was  for  sevei'al  years  assistant  teacher 
in  the  W'akelield  High  Schocjl,  w4iile  it  was  kejJt  i^i  the 
.\cademy  Building,  and  was  also  a  teacher  in  Waterboro, 
Me.  Mr.  h'.aton  is  an  easy  writer,  aiui  has  thi:  happy 
facult)'  of  clnthing  his  thoughts  in  approj^riate  langu.ige. 
He  h.is  written  concise  histories  of  Wakefield  for  Drake's 
Histor)'  of  Middlesex  County  (  1880)  and  for  Lewis's  more 
elaborate  history  of  Middlesex.  County  in  1S90.  He 
labored  early  and  late  to  ]:)roniote  the  success  of  the 
(^tuarter-millennial.    Indeed,  it  is  c|uite  doubtful,  under  the 

adverse  circumstances  of  the 
times,  if  any  tangible  form 
'        would   have   been   gi\'en  to 
i        the  proposition,  if  it  had  not 
•  I        been  for  his  persistency  in 

:  keeping  the  suliject  l)efore 
the  i)eople  and  preparing 
their  minds  for  such  an  event. 
In  recognition  of  his  valu- 
able services  in  procuring 
the  favorable  action  of  the 
town  in  the  matter,  he  was 
honored  by  being  made  presi- 
dent of  the  general  committee 
.  of  Wakefield.  He  ]3ro\-etl  his 
,  '  executive  abilitv  in  his  share 
of  the  management  prejjara- 
tor)'  to  the  memorial  services, 
and  the  j^art  he  took  in  the 
exercises  at  the  I'own  Hall 
was  in  harnion)'  with  and  in 
furtherance  (4  the  gre.it  in- 
terest (if  the  joyous  occasion  ; 
aiul  he  has  l)een  selected  b\' 
the  publishers  of  the  .Me- 
morial X'olume  and  b\-  the 
joint  committee  of  the  three 
towns  to  prepare  a  full  ac- 
count of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  celebration  in  Wake- 
field, and  to  have  editorial  direction  of  other  hiNt(jrical 
matter  pertaining  to  the  Old  Parish.  4'he  Wakefield 
Llistotical  Society  owes  its  existence  largely  to  his 
efforts.  4'he  subject  had  been  talked  over  for  )'ears  but 
nothing  done.  .Mr.  Eaton  took  the  initiati\e  Januar)-, 
1890.  .\  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called  and  the 
society  sprang  into  being.  .Subsequently  he  assisted  in 
procuring  an  act  of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth.  He  was  elected  its  first  president,  which 
olfice  he  held  for  live  consecutive  years  wdien  he  modestly 
ileilined  further  service  in  that  direction,  wishing  the 
hniuii'  t(j  be  sli.ired  b\  hi.s  .issociates.  Mr.  Eaton  is  lead- 
in;.;  I  bu>y  lite,  t Diisi.iiitK  lo(4^ing  I'Mward  to  something 
new  111  tlu-  w,i_\  nf  priigiess.  all  tending  to  the  .id\ .mce- 
inelit  i4   llie    Inst    pi(is|)riiiy    (il    his  town. 
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In  arrniif^iiiL^  tlie  prcparnlory  work  f(ir  tlic  celchralion, 
.sul)-cominittees  were  assiL;nc(l  dii  ihe  various  Icatures 
conteiiipl.itcd  as  ft)llows  ;  an  l''..\L'ciili\'L' ('oiniuiUce,  lia\'ini;' 


•  .  .  HARRY  FOSTER. 

; ,  Secretary  WakcfiL-ld's  CIcncr.il  L'oniniiiiee. 

general  direction  of  all  the  arranL,a'iiients  and  regulating 
expenditures,  was  created  with  mendiersiiip  and  organiza- 
tion as  ft)llows  :  —  , 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman— i;,DW I  N  C.  Mll.l  KU.  Secretary 
Wm.  H.  Atwki.i  ,  Jk.,         I).  H.  I)AU].i:,(., 

r,   I!.  C.NKI  UNTliK,  S.  W.  I'  lJNT, 

I,.  LonN,  I  .  I!.  W  AKF-l.  11  I  It, 

\Vm.  A.  C_'i;t  I  Eu,  M.  l,o\v, 

J  .  1 '.  P  \  i<  K  r.  K . 


-  KVJvKKTT  W.  EATON. 
C.  H.  Si'iiM  i:k, 
H.  I!.  Thai  iiKK, 
(.'.  1'.  W'l  luiiw  Aun, 
W'm.  N.  rvi 


OTHER  5UB=C0MrilTTEE5. 


Procession  and  OutDoor  flusic. 


s.  w 

A.  S. 
S.  J. 
C.  T. 
U.  S. 
M.  I, 
.\,  J. 
W.  II 


\Viicil)W.M;lJ, 
I.ufkiii, 
.\llicrluii, 

I'UlllL'V. 

C.  WiiiKonil) 
Skhu, 


Wri'^lit. 

.  .\lucll,  Jr. 


C.  H.  Taylor, 
\V.  :\.  Cutler, 
!■ .  .\.  t  'l.ip]!, 
10.  W'.  K.itun, 
S.  11,  I)u:irl)(>rn, 
L.  l■■l,lrulL■r^, 
K.  J.  Cihon, 
C.  H.  SpcMu  er, 
W.  I..  Il.uvcs. 


W.  M.  Ward, 
K.  Waltc.ii, 
Daniel  lOvans, 
1'.  J.  r  landers 
J.  P.  kelley. 
J.  .\.  Dav, 
J.  A.  O'I.earv, 
I.  i:.  Pllipi.s.' 


historical,  Literary,  and  Husical  Exercises. 


C.  W.  K.NT.IN, 

\V.  .S.  ( 'ireenmiL;li, 
S.  K.  llainill..n, 


W.  I,.  C'OdN-, 

M.  I'.  I'oster, 


S.  W.  Klinl, 


K.  W.  E.VTuN, 

.\.  II.  'Pliaver, 


K.  N.  IIHATII, 

J.  I'.  Emerson, 
J.  I'.  C'.arraty, 


S.  K.  llAMll.K 

R.  Ilritton, 
J.       A  horn, 


J.  I'".  Pakki;h, 
J.  1''.  Emerson, 


O.  V.  WATRIi.MAN, 

W.  K.  Voting, 

C  E.  li.trtshorne, 


'riionias  W'iiisliip, 
E.  C.  Miller, 
C.'ll.  iMaddnck, 

Press. 

Edsoll  W.  While, 
T-  E.  li.ilLh, 

Grand  Stand, 

j  .  1'  .  lOmerson , 
J.  C'onnell, 


t;.  I  .  W  ilson, 
II.  P.  Pinkhai 


C.  K.  Dinishee, 
II.  .M.  Dolbeare 


.\.  \V.  Pro. 


Programs,  Badges,  and  Printing. 

\V.  H.  Alwell,  Jr.,  I.  W.  While, 

.M.  P.  Poster,  C.  1',.  l;.,wiii,i 

Decorations  and  Tablet.s. 

II    P.  Thacher.  f..  11.  Te.n.iiu 

V.  li.  Atwood,  .\.  H.  ■piMyei 

S.  J.  Putney,  S.  T.  I'arker, 
E.  Emerson. 


Invitations. 

T.  J .  Skinner, 
W.  N.  Tyler, 
J.  W.  White, 

Fireworks  and  Salutes. 

Ceo.  W.  ll.urin-lon, 
C.  E.  Walton, 
(;.  11.  Tea^uc. 

Law  and  Order. 

W.  .\.  (.  tiller, 
M.  i!o.ii(.lm,in, 
I.  Siouell, 


C.  E.  Woodward, 
.*W.  I,.  Coim. 


t;.  W.  Kimball, 
A.  1).  Uimick, 


C.  N.  Winshii>, 
W.  11.  MtCatisland. 


II.  mai.i.ih  1, 

I  .  p.  (  .irljenter, 
S.  I  I.  Uii  li.irdsoi 
P.  S.  Poherls, 
II.  P.  lOvaiis, 
A.J.  Wriuht, 


1).   II.  D.Mil.lNI, 

E.  f.  Miller. 
U.  P.  P,li//ell, 


Wm.  .\.  C'u  i  ■!  i:u, 
.M.  Low, 
J.  h'.  Parker, 
C.  i:.  .Veil, 


Reception  and  l;M(c'rtaiiiinunt  ol  Uuests. 

E.  \.  Pi.  h,  C.  II.  •r.nvU-, 

Innins  |;,h  \V .  \    Win  Xosli.unI, 

1'.  1,111,  r,„u,  (  .  P,.  W'.ikelield, 

II    IP  iMrliim,  f.  K.  llnssev, 

I  .  (I.  (  l.irL,  I,  I).  M.msrield, 
S.  A.  (  luu-li. 


Evening  Exercises  in  Hall. 


II.  P.  Piukh.iiii, 
l:.  A.  I  .irlisle, 
s.  S.  While, 

(iaine.s  and  Races. 

J    !■  .  I  i.irr.ilv, 

W.  I  .  \  .11,  iS'oslr.ind, 

P.  J.  I  ;ilioii, 

II.  P.   I  Irielier, 


1  T.  f.  Wliit.oinh. 
A.  II.  'IImvh 


f.  l:  W.ikelield, 
IP  M.  Dolbeaie, 
s.  T.  P.irl.er, 
•p.  I-..  JJuver. 


Transportation,  Carriages,  and  Barges. 


W.  H.  A  r«  i:i  i„  Ji 
1'-.  W.  Eaton. 


C.  1'".  M  ANsMlLl.l) 

Mansfield, 
.A.tron  r'nstei', 
l-r.niklin  Ponle, 
.\  .  (  ).  Sweesur, 


I''.I1WAI.'11  .M-\Nsl  ILil.l) 

C'.  A.  Peikitis, 


K.  S.  Slnul, 

II.  H.  Sav.r. 


M.  Pou, 
J   A.  ll.iy. 


Locating  Historic  Spots. 

E.  S.  Ho|,kins,  II.  P..  P 

J.  C.  .\bnril, 
C.  1'".  I  Pirlsliciriie, 
I    H.  Carter, 
S.  W.  l  linl. 


r .  I  Pu  t 
I.  W   t  ,r 

I.  Slouei 


( )'ris  V,  Watkkm  AN, 


Exhibition  ol  Historic  Articles. 

■]■.  E.  P,.il,  li,  I  .  W.  \'oiiiiu, 

r:.  P.irker,  C  h.irles  I  ,  M, in. field. 

A.  .\.  Hawkes, 

Bureau  of  Information. 

.\.  H.  I  haver,  t  ■.  P..  P.owiii.in. 


Booths,  Tents,  and  Refreshment  Stands. 


Otis  V.  W.v  iekiman, 
S.  J.  Putney, 
Charles  E.  Walton, 


W.  S.  (  Ikhi  Nin'Gii, 
J.  S.  Eaton, 


I  ieu.  W.  Harrington, 
Daniel  Ev.ins, 
Junius  Peebe, 

Book  of  Proceedings. 

S.  I ).  kichardson, 
O.  H.  Maddock, 
1  .  T.  C.  WhitLomb. 


t  h.irle.  11.  H.iu 
Pliili|i  J.  I  laiide 


IP  Poster, 
I  .  W.  lOaioM, 


Tlie  sul)-C(iiiiinittee  on  '' E\ening  K.xercises  in  llall" 
was  without  spcci.rl  occupatiiJii,  ,is  this  feature  was  not 
carried  nut.  Tile  sub-committee  on  ■■  Hook  of  I'roceeil- 
ings  "  was  discharged  when  later  in  the  season,  alter  pro- 
longed discussion,  it  was  finall)'  decided  to  commit  the 
publication  of  a  memorial  \'olume  to  tlie  J(.)int  Committee 
of  the  three  t(n\'ns.  'I'he  following-named  persons  were 
chosen  from  the  (ieiieral  Committee  to  represent  W'ake- 
tield  in  the  Joint  Conference  Ctjmmittee  of  the  tliiee 
towns  wiiicli  Ctjusisted  of  luc  members  from  each  town  :  — 

CiiitsTUK  W.  Eaiu.s',     Eiamn  C  Mii.i.i:u,      Ciiakiis  P    W'l  h  h  av  a  i:  1 1, 
Mitii.\i-:i,  Low,  t  ii.M.i  Es  IP  Sri-iM  i:u 

The  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting,  held  .March 
5,  1.S1J4,  contained  the  lollowing  article  :  — 


GEORGE  H.  MAODOCK. 
Chairman  Wakefield*-  Peeepiion  and  I'".ntert.iinment  ( 'oinmiuee. 


Art.  45.  To  hear  ami  at  I  on  die-  rei)orl  of  ilie  LoiiiiniUfe  on  the 
celebration  of.  the  two  hniulred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  tlie  orii;- 
inal  incorporation  of  the  town,  and  to  see  what  further  action 
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'I'WO  HITNDRKI)  AND  l-'M'TI  KIM  I  A  ,\  N 1  V  l':RS  A  R  Y 


EDWIN'  CIIIIJ  )  Mll.l.KK,  of  VViikcricld,  director  and 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Henry]'".  Miller  cV 
Sons  I'iano  ( "(Jinpaii)',  l)orn  in  Melrose,  Mass.,  Dec.  i, 
iS:;7,  is  the  fcjurth  son  of  Henry  I''.  Miller  and  Frances 
V.  (Child)  Miller. 

lie  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  l\ot;er  Williams,  <;o\ernor 
of  Khode  Island  and  of  the  I  ion.  Joseph  Jenckes,  of  I'aw- 
tucket,  k.  1.     He  and  his  father  made  the  dies  for  the 
J-'ine  Tree  Shillings,  also  invented  and  made  the  sc)'the 
as  now  used.     "  In  1654  the  selectmen  of  IJoston  agreed 
with  Mr.  Joseph  Jenckes  for  an  'ingine'  to  carry  water  in 
case  of  lire."     'i'liis  was  ihe   lirst  fire   engine   made  in 
.\m'-rii,i,     Tl/i-   I, liter    '  anic   from    H a iiiiiiersiin'lli,  I'ing- 
land,  to   L\nn,  ahotil    lAjj,  and  from   Lynn   he  went  to 
I'awtucket,  R.  !.,  where  he  was  the  lirst  white  man  buried. 
From  this  ancestry  Mr.  Miller  inherits  great  force  of 
character,  determination,  and 
mechanical  ability,  and  strict 
integrity.      He  is  also  con- 
nected   w  i  t  h    the  Ogden, 
F>everly,    Olney,  Hitchcock, 
and  many  more  of  the  earl)'  •  . 

Rhode  Island  families.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood,  his  parents 
remo\'ed  to  fioston,  and  he 
was  educated  there  in  the 
public  schools.  Ide  entered 
the  English  High  .School  in 
1872  from  the  submasters' 
class  of  the  Dwight  School. 
Ai  that  time  Mr.  Waiter  S. 
I'arker,  of  Reading,  was  his 
teacher.  At  the  close  of  his 
high  school  course,  he  was 
one  of  eighteen  pupils  m  a 
class  of  over  one  hundred 
awarded  a  l''ranklin  medal, 
also  receiving  a  Lawrence 
prize  in  declamation,  in  gen-         ,  •  :  •. 

eral  scholarship,  and  for  an  .  . 

essay.  As  captain  of  Com- 
pany A,  Knglish  High  School 
Battalion  of  the  Roston 
School  Regiment,   1875,  he 

received  the  first  prize  for  the  superior  drillin 
company. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  he  entered  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  and  there  was  graduated  in  1S79 
with  the  degree  of  liachelorof  Science,  in  the  mechanical 
engineering  department.  For  eight  consecutive  years  he 
held  the  position  of  president  of  his  Institute  Class 
Association,  declining  a  reelection  in  1883.  .After  leav- 
ing this  school,  he  was  first  employed  as  draughtsman  by 
the  inventors  of  the  Woodbury,  Merrill,  Patten  hot  air 
engine ;  he  then  entered  the  office  of  his  father,  the 
founder  of  the  Henry  F.  Miller  iS:  Sons  Piano  Company, 
as  book-keeper,  and  in  1884,  having  become  a  member  of 
the  company,  was  appointed  assistant  superintendent, 
which  position  he  has  since  held. 

He  removed  to  Wakefield  in  1887,  six  years  after  the 


EDWIN  C.  MILLER 


of  his 


comp.Hi)'  had  est.iblished  the  m.inufac  tiiriiig  dcparlmenl 
ol  the  I)usiiu'ss  ihere,  and  at  once  became  idcnlilied  with 
the  interests  of  tin,'  town. 

Fit;  was  one  of  the  lirst  mend)ers  of  the  Wakelield 
l!(jard  of  Trade,  and  an  early  president  of  the  oig,nii/a- 
tion,  and  at  this  time  was  acti\e  in  keeping  for  WakdicUl 
the  entire  water  suppi)'  in  her  bdrders,  and  in  iiuliK  ing 
the  l!(jston  .Maine  Raiho.itl  to  buiUI  the  present  iippei' 
depot. 

In  1890  he  became  presiilent  of  the  Wakefield  .\gri- 
cultural  and    Horticultural    Society  ;    in  he  was 

appointed  by  the  town  a  member  of  the  committee  to 
purchase  \h<:  uater  v.orks,  and  in  189^-94.  In:  lepre- 
seiited  tile  town  in  tiie  lower  branch  of  tlie  legisi.ituri-. 

He  was  chairman  (;f  the  Wakeliekl  I'.xeculive  Com- 
mittee having  charge  of  the  celebrali(;n  of  the  two  liuii- 

dred  .md  fiftieth  anni\ersar\' 
'  .  of  the  settlement  of  the  town 

of  Reading,  North  Reading, 
and  W.ikelield,  and  menil)er 
of  the  [oint  Committee  of 
the  three  towns.  Since  1.SS9 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
W^\kefield  Savings  Rank  Cor- 
poration. 

In  politics  he  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  an  active  member 
of  the  part\'  oig.uii/ation, 
serving  as  tlelegale  in  dis- 
tiict  and  state  conventions, 
and  is  now  the  president  of 
the  \ dung  .Men's  Repul>lican 
Club  of  Wakefield.  In  ihe 
legislaune  he  has  ser\ed 
im[)ortant  committees,  among 
them  the  committee  of  i)ub- 
lic  ser\'ice  of  whicii  he  was 
house  chairman  for  both 
years,  1893-94,  on  transit  in 
1894,  being  the  member  of 
this  c(jmmittee  having  in 
charge  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  tile  bill  to  give  to  llos- 
lon  rapid  transit,  which  w.is 
passed  that  year.  He  has  been  a  vice-president  of  the 
.Middlesex  Club  of  Boston,  is  a  member  of  the  iVnierican 
.Vcailemy  t)f  Political  and  Social  Science  of  Philadelphia, 
of  the  Sons  of  the  .American  Revolution,  of  the  C]olden 
Rule  Lodge,  I'Yee  Masons  ;  of  .\lbion  Lodge,  .N.  F.  (  ).  I'., 
and  of  the  t  hiannapowitt  Club,  Wakeliekl,  a  fine  mem- 
ber of  the  Richardson  Light  Cluards,  and  a  contributing 
member  of  the  H.  M.  Warren  Post,  No.  12,  (i.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  Jan.  30,  1884,  to  Miss  Ida 
Louise  F'arr,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Kvarts  W.  l'"arr, 
of  Littleton,  N.  H,  She  is  a  direct  descendant  of  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  old  Redding,  John  Lakin. 

They  reside  in  a  home  they  built  in  1887  on  Lawrence 
street,  near  Lake  Quannapowitt,  and  have  a  family  of  two 
children,  Barbara,  born  in  lioston,  .Vugust  30,  1885,  and 
Henry  Franklin,  2d,  born  No\-.  17,  1887,  in  .Melrose,  Mass. 
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sliall  be  taken  in  respect  to  siicli  celebration  and  piiblisliing  tliu 
proceedings  tliereof,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  tlie  piir- 
|>oses  of  sncli  Lclebratiun  and  public  ation. 

Acting  under  this  article  and  in  its  l^eiialf,  the  chair- 
man on  tile  Oeneral  (.'oniinitlee  reported  progress,  and 
outlined  the  plans  and  scope  for  the  proposed  celebration, 
and  after  an  interesting  antl  exciting  debate  it  was  x'otetl, 
224  to  120,  '•that  the  partial  report  of  the  committee  on 
celebrating  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni\'ersary  of 
the  town's  settlement  and  incorporation  be  accepted  and 
their  recommendations  adopted  ;  that  tiie  same  committee 
be  continued  to  carry  out  the  general  j^lans  of  celebration 
as  indicated  in  their  report,  and  tiiat  #.3,000  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  said  celebration  and 
prmting  an  account  of  the  proceedings  thereof." 

The  lirst  meeting  of  the  (jeneral  Committee  was  held 
Jan.  29,  1S94,  and  organization  affected  by  choice  of 
C.  W.  Katiiii,  temporary  chairman,  and  James  F. 
Kmersoii,  temporary  secretary.  Messrs.  C  W ■  Eaton, 
J.  F.  Emerson,  S.  O.  Richardson.  J.  V.  Parker,  and 
J.  K.  (larraty  were  chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with 
representatives  of  Reading  and  North  Reading  in  regard 
to  iiax  ing  a  joint  celebration. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Cieneral  Committee, 
held  Eebruar)'  5,  permanent  officers  were  elected,  with 
C.  W.  i^'.aton  as  chairman,  and  Harry  Foster,  secretary, 
and  other  ollicers  as  stated  on  preceding  pages.  No 
response  ha\'iiig  been  received  from  Reading  or  North 
Reading  in  regard  to  the  proposition  for  a  joint  observ- 
ance of  the  anniversary,  the  chairman  and  secretary 
were  authorized  to  continue  negotiations  to  the  same 
end. 

At  the  tliiicl  meeting  of  the  committee  held  1^'ebruary 
12,  courleoirs  letters  from  tiie  selectmen  of  Reading- 
were  read,  indicating  the  progiess  of  the  movement  in 
that  town  for  a  celeliration.  It  was  voted  as  the  senti- 
ment of  the  meeting  "  that  the  towns  of  Reading,  North 
Reading,  and  W'akerteld  should  unite  in  a  htting  cele- 
bration of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  old  town  of  Redding,  and  that 
such  celebration  should  occupy  at  least  two  days, 
one  of  which  should  be  given  to  Wakefield."  Messrs. 
C.  W.  Eaton,  S.  K.  Hamilton,  W.  I,.  Coon,  W.  S.  (Ireen- 
ough,  and  James  K.  Emerson  were  constituted  a  sub- 
committee to  confer  with  the  celebration  committee  of 
Reading,  regarding  a  joint  celebration. 

At  the  fourth  meeting  of  the  committee  held  T'ebruary 
27,  the  sub-committee  on  a  joint  celebration  reported 
that  they  had  met  a  similar  committee  from  Reading, 
and  had  harmoniously  agreed  to  recommend  that  a 
joint  celebration  by  the  three  towns  be  held  May  2S  and 
.May  29,  the  public  observance  of  the  first-named  day, 
or  "Settlers'  Day,"  to  be  in  Wakefield,  and  on  the  second 
day,  or  "Incorporation  Day,"  in  Reading.  The  literary 
and  historical  exercises  to  be  held  in  Wakefield,  and  a 
bancjuet,  with  speeches,  to  be  in  Reading,  with  proces- 
sions and  other  features  and  exercises  to  be  held  in 
each  town.  'I'hf  repoil  ot  the  sub-committee  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  designation  of  Mav  2S,  as  Wakefield's 
day  in  the  joint  celebration  was  ratified.    At  this  meet- 


ing a  su])-conimiltee  of  live  members  was  selected  to 
confer  and  act  with  similar  sub-committees  frcmi  Read- 
ing anil  Noilh  Reading,  and  together  form  a  joint  (  011- 
ference  Committee  which  should  tleline  and  arrange  the 
leading  features  of  the  celebration,  and  recommend  wiieii 
ami  where  they  should  occui',  and  have  jurisdiction  on 
all  matters  and  things  where  joint  action  of  the  three 
towns  was  i^rojier  and  reasonable,  and  Messrs.  Chester 
W.  Eaton,  Edwin  ('.  Miller,  Charles  K.  Woodward, 
Michael  Low,  and  Charles  H.  Sj^eiicer  were  chosen  as 
such  sub-committee. 

The  celebration  enterprise  in  Wakelield  w,is  tints 
fairly  launched,  the  preliminaries  adjusted,  and  the  sub- 
committees entered  upon  their  work  with  eliicienc)'  and 
harmony.  Col.  Charles  K.  Wof)dwar(_l  was  ajjpoiiitetl 
chief  marshal,  in  charge  of  the  grand  |)rocession,  with 
Kred'k  ]>.  Carjjenter  as  chief  of  stalf. 

The  historical,  literary,  and  musical  exercises,  to  be 
held  in  Wakelield  Town  Hail,  were  deemed  to  be  an  im- 
portant feature  in  the  proposed  celebration,  and  prep- 
arations were  early  instituted  to  make  it  a  notalile 
occasion.  Hon.  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  a  native  of  Wake- 
field, but  a  resident  of  Reading,  was  in\'ited  to  deliver 
an  historical  address,  and  Joim  S.  Katon,  Esip,  of 
Wakelield,  to  write  an  historical  j^oeni.  In  accepting 
the  invitation  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Eaton,  l)y  reason  of 
feeble  health,  indicated  his  desire  that  Miss  iMiima 
Florence  Eaton,  of  Wakelield,  should  read  his  prtKluc- 
tion.  Arrangements  were  made  for  an  address  of  wel- 
come by  the  chairman  of  the  l)oard  of  selectmen  of 
Wakefield,  with  an  address  by  the  governor,  ami  local 
addresses  by  representatives  of  each  of  the  three  towns, 
interspersed  with  orchestral  music  and  choruses  by  the 
Wakelield  and  Reading  High  Schools,  uiuler  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  George  F.  Wilson,  of  Wakelield,  teachei-  of 
music  in  the  public  schools  of  Wakelield.  An  anni\'er- 
sary  hymn  was  written  for  the  occasion  b\'  Mr.  Saiiuiel 
Abbott,  of  W'akeheld.  A  large  number  of  iion-resitleiit 
friends  of  the  towns  and  distinguished  citizens  were 
imitecl  to  participate  in  the  observance  of  the  da\'  as 
guests  of  the  town.  IJand  concerts,  games,  and  races 
were  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  the  people,  on  the 
park  and  lake,  and  fireworks  in  the  evening.  l)\  uaiiiite 
salutes  and  ringing  of  bells  were  arranged  fur  sunrise, 
noon,  and  sunset.  .\n  ambulance  corps  and  metlic.il 
attendance  was  organized,  to  lie  available  in  case  of 
accidents.  Tablets  were  prepared  to  mark  historic 
sjiots.  'I'he  officers  and  members  of  the  Wakelield  His- 
torical Society  cooperated  with  the  committee  in  prep- 
arations to  make  the  celebration  a  significant  success, 
and  placed  their  \aluable  collection  of  ancient  and 
curious  relics  and  mementos  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
mittee, forming  tiie  nucleus  of  a  most  interesting  exiiibi- 
tioii  of  historical  articles. 

.V  "  Wakefield  .Sou\eiiir  of  the  Celebr.ition,"'  hand- 
somely illustrated  with  half-tone  eiigra\  ings  of  residences, 
jilaces,  and  ]5ersons,  was  prejDared  in  advance  by  ( W. 
and  W.  I'",.  Eaton,  untler  the  auspices  of  the  l*'xecutive 
Committee,  .tnd  was  largel)  circulated.  'I'lie  sou\i-nir 
contained  the  official  ])rograin  ol    the  exercises  in  both 
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5  J.  FuEi)  I'arkr.k, 


WAKEFIELD'S  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

fi   W'll.lIAM    N.     1^1, I  K. 

7  David  II.  Dakiinc. 
.S  ('iiAki.i':s  H.  Si'i-:Ncriv, 
v  l.'vKiis  Want;!  iia.i), 
lo  William  II.  A  ruia.L,  J  i!., 
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towns,  lists  of  all  conimillccs,  a  sketch  oT  the  settlement 
of  the  old  town,  its  growlli  and  expansion,  its  woithy 
institutions,  reminiscences  of  ])eculiar  interest,  and  uni(|ue 
and  original  poems,  and  inckided  many  business  adver- 
tisements of  Wakefield  j^eople,  respecting  the  varied 
manufacturing,  industrial,  Tiiercantile,  and  )3rofessional 
interests  of  the  municipality- 

The  sub-committee  on  invitations  caused  to  lie  en- 
graved a  form  of  in\  itation,  repioduced  (jn  another  p.ige 
of  this  volume,  which  in  design  and  execution  was  a 
marvel  of  taste  and 
beauty-  About  two 
himdred  of  these  ele- 
gant missives,  sym- 
bols of  municip.d 
hospitality,  w  ere 
transmitted  to  dis- 
tinguished gentle- 
m  e  n ,  and  o 1 d 
friends,  and  resi- 
dents o  f  S  o  u  t  h 
Reading  and  Wake- 
field, expressing  a 
cordial  invitation  to 
be  present  on  Set- 
tlers' Day  as  guests 
of  the  town. 

The  Joint  Com- 
mittee, made  up  of 
live  members  from 
each   of    the  three 

general  committees,  organized  with  Walter  S.  I'arker,  of 
Reading,  as  chairman,  and  Chester  W.  Katon,  of  Wake- 
field, as  secretary,  and  held  many  sessions  at  Reading 
and  Wakefield,  rendering  impartial  service  in  arranging 
the  leading  features  of  the  celebration  in  the  two  towns, 
and  passing  v\pon  cpiestions  where  joint  action  was  neces- 
sary or  desirable.  'Hiis  connniltee,  acting  within  its 
functions,  recommended  distinctive  |)rocessions  for  each 
town,  historical  and  literary  exercises  in  Wakefield  on 
May  28,  to  l.)e  designated  as  "  Settlers'  Day."  and  a  ban- 
quet in  Reading  on  May  29,  to  be  called  "  Incorporation 
Day."  'I'hey  also  selected  the  orator  and  poet  for  the 
historical    e  x  e  r  - 

cises,  and   caused  ;  ;  -,  . 

to  be  printed  an  ele- 
gantly illustrated 
invitation  for  the 
joint  celebration, 
of  eight  pages.  ( )n 
the  first  page  were 
old-time  pictures, 
being  three  deli- 
cate half-tone  en- 
gravings, happily 
combined,  of  the 
"  Old  Parker  'I'av- 
ern  "  in  Reading, 
built  about  1749, 
by  Ephraini  Par- 


OLDEST  HOUSE  IN  V/AKEFIELD,  PROSPECT  STREET. 

r'.iiilt  by  Scrgl.  John  I'.irker  abnut  ji.?!..    L.itely  owned  ,iiui  ottiipicd  by  Mis.  C.iroline  H. 
l-cslie;  now  owned  liy  Chill  ies  S.  i  Links,  tsi|. 


ker,  the  "  Sergeant  I'.irker  Mouse  "  in  Wakefield,  erected 
about  1670,  b)'  .Seigl.  John  I'arker,  and  the  first  I'.uish 
Church  in  North  Reading,  erected  1827.  (Jn  the  l.i^t 
page  of  the  invitation  were  engravings  of  reiircsentatixe 
modern  structmes  in  the  three  towns,  nameb'  :  Wakefield 
Town  Hall,  Reatling  High  School  House  and  ( )kl  South 
Church,  and  I'lint  .Memorial  Hall  in  North  Reading. 
The  inside  pages  ol  this  haiulsoiiie  briicliurc  contained  .1 
cordial  invitati(jn  to  absent  sons  and  daughters,  and 
other  friends  of  "ancient    Ri;dding,"   with  lier  modern 

names,  ti;  come  to 
the  j(;int  celebration, 
and  included  also  a 
eom|)lete  program  ol 
all  the  pre-arranged 
featLires  and  obseix- 
ances  of  the  three 
da}'s,  Suiuku',  Mon- 
day, ami  Tuesday. 

'I'here  was  also 
entrusted  to  t  h  e 
joint  committee  the 
responsibility  of  ar- 
ranging for  a  me- 
morial \-oluine  or 
l)ook  of  proceedings 
of  the  whole  cele- 
bration, and  tiiis 
work,  after  due  con- 
sitleration,  was  com- 
mitted to  Messrs. 
Charles  A.  Loring  and  Willie  V..  Twombl)',  of  Reading, 
with  full  authorit}'  to  prejj.ire,  iM'iiit,  ami  publish,  under 
the  direction  of  the  joint  connnittee,  a  memorial  volume, 
elegantly  embellished,  that  should  l)e  worthy  of  the 
great  anni\ersary  and  the  towns  participating  in  its 
obserx'ances. 

'I'he  towns  of  Reading  ,\nd  Wakeheld  were  each  to 
conlriljute  >250,  and  the  town  of  North  Reading  ^^50 
toward  tlefra\'ing  the  expense  attending  the  jjublication 
of  the  book,  the  publishers  agreeing  to  sell  tlie  \olume 
for  the  low  price  of  >i.5o  jjer  copy. 

.\s  the  preparation  of  tlie  \olume  progressed,  the  pub- 
lishers i)erceived 

;  .    I  ...  tile  importance  and 

;  ,  ;  desirability  (jf  en- 

larging the  scope 
of  the  work  to  in- 
clude \  arious  chap 
ters  of  historic  ami 
local  interest  with 
numerous  illustra- 
tions. ( )n  sugges- 
tion of  the  pul)- 
lishers  the  joint 
committee  readily 
approved  an  ad- 
N'ance  in  the  price 
of    the  memoii.il 
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TWO  IH'NDUi'.I)  AND  I'M  I 'I'l  I'TI  I  A  N  N  I  V  IvRS  A  R  V 


WAi;ri''J\  SCOTT  I'ARKl'.ls-  was  horn  in  Readin--, 
[uly  Ji.  1S46,  aiul  still  occupies  the  old  ances- 
tral estate  (1894)  which  has  always  remained  in  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  Mr.  Parker's  mother  was  descended 
from  the  Emersons,  a  n.une  well  known  in  tlie  annals  of 
thecountiy;  hi'^  grandmother  was  a  ISancroft,  a  well- 
known  family.  I  lis  ancestors  were  active  participants 
in  the  ac:tions  of  the  colonists  to  seiure  their  inde|)end- 
ence,  and  when  hostilities  bet^an,  they  foni^ht  lor  their 
inalienable  ri^^hts  on  the  fields  of  Lexington,  Concord, 
and  ])Unker  1 1  ill. 

When  Walter  Scott  was  but  ten  years  of  ai^e,  his  father, 
Henry  V.  I'arker,  remo\'ed  with   iiis  family  to  ( 'hicago, 
and  from  thence  to  Lawrence,   Kan.,  where  he  resided 
the  three    years  previous  to  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
Mis   father  took   an   active  part,   with  John    I'.rown,  in 
preventing  the  encroachment 
of  slavery  in  that  territory, 
and   was  ijrominent   in   the  , 
anti- shwery     mov  ement     of  ■,  . 

that  da)'.  In  1  S60  his  father 
went  to  I'ike's  Peak,  Col., 
antl  was  a  senator  in  the 
first  Colorado  Senate.  While 
residing  in  Rawrence,  young 
I'arker  attended  the  hrst 
high  scIkjoI  established  in 
the  Territory.  In  1859  lie 
returned  to  l^eading,  and 
worked  at  farming  for  two 
vears.  He  then  entered  the 
em|)loy  of  his  uncle.  Still- 
man  E.  I'arker,  a  shoe  man- 
ufacturer, as  book-keeper  and 
general  utility  boy.  Subse- 
ijuently,  lie  attended  the 
high  school,  but  did  not 
lake  tlie  regular  course. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Mr. 
Parker  always  had  strong 
desires  to  eidist,  hut  was 
pre\  ented  from  so  doing  by 
strenuous  objections'  from 
his  mother  and  his  age.  l^ut 

on  July  19,  1S64,  he  obtained  her  consent,  after  much 
solicitation,  and  two  days  before  he  was  eighteen  he  en 
listed  in  Company  E,  8th  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  he  entered  the  Chandler  Scien- 
tific Department  of  Dartmouth  College,  teaching  winter 
terms  in  Chelmsford  and  Rradford  while  jnnsuing  his 
studies  at  college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1868. 

Shortly  after  graduating,  he  was  chosen  principal  of 
Dowse  .Academy,  in  Sherborn,  and  soon  after  was  elected 
to  the  principalship  of  the  Medfield  High  School,  where 
he  remained  a  year,  when  lie  was  elected  principal  of  a 
large  grammar  school  in  New  Redford,  but  in  a  few 
weeks  was  chosen  sub-master  of  the  Dwigiit  School  in 
Boston,  lie  retained  tiiis  p(jsition  from  .April,  iSyj,  to 
December,    1SS4,  when  he   was  elected   master  of  the 
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Rcnnett  Sthool  in  that  tit)',  where  he  rem. lined  unlil 
18S8.  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  mastership  of  the 
Everett  S(  hool,  where  he  attained  a  wide  reinitation  in 
skilful  te.icliing  .rnd  efficient  management.  In  June, 
1  S()  |,  without  ,in\'  eliou  on  his  part  to  set  ure  the  posi- 
tion, lie  was  elected  superxisor  of  the  |)ul)lic  schools  of 
lloslon. 

In  .ill  his  educational  woik.  Mr.  I'arker  h.is  exhibited 
speci.il  aptitude  tor  instnu.ting  the  _\()ung,  and  i.iie 
ability  in  ins|iiring  both  pupils  .iiid  te.ichers  to  high 
eiide.u'or.  lie  has  always  been  pieemineiitly  successful 
in  cultixating  the  higher  natures  of  those  intrusted  lo 
his  care.  lie  was  connectetl  for  iii.iny  )e.irs  with  the 
National  Summer  School  of  Methods,  at  Saratog.i,  as 
lecturer  on  histor\',  a  part  of  the  time  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  manager  and  secretary.     His  ser\  ices  .ire  in  c(;n- 

staiit  demand  .U  educitii mal 
institutes  and  C(m\enti<)ns  in 
New  England.  He  li.is  been 
treasurer  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Teachers'  Association 
for  ten  years,  and  in  Decem- 
i.  ber,  18915.  was  unaniiiKJusb' 

chosen  president  of  the  as- 
sociation. He  has  been  for 
main'  )'ears  a  member  of 
the  National  Historical  So- 
ciet)'. 

He  is  the  author,  with 
Calvin  (I.Hutchinson,  of  ,111 
extensive  work  on  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Book- 
keeping. While  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  his  profession, 
,  Mr.  I'arker  has  alwa\'s  shown 

dee|i  interest  in  the  alT.urs 
of  his  natix'e  town,  and  the 
•   "'■■V  citizens  of  Reading  have  fre- 

([iiently  called  him  to  fill 
mail)'  important  positions  of 
trust.  He  has  serx'ed  as  a 
member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee for  twenty  years,  over 
ten  years' of  which  time  he 
has  been  chairman  of  that  bofly,  .iiid  for  many  years  has 
been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  jnililic  library.  During 
the  first  two  )'ears  of  its  existence  he  was  commander  of 
A'eteran  Post  194,  (Jrand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
was  one  of  the  originators  and  promoters  of  the  I'irst 
National  Bank  of  Reading,  and  is  now  one  of  its  directors. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Sa\'ings  IJank. 

Mr.  Parker  w.is  married  June  8,  1870,  to  Martha  Isa- 
belle  Badger,  a  direct  descendant  on  her  mother's  side  of 
Col.  William  Ball,  who  came  from  England  about  the 
year  1650  and  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Va.,  one  of 
whose  grandciiildren  was  ALary  Ball,  the  mother  of  (George 
Washington.  .Mr.  Parker  has  six  children,  three  girls  and 
three  bo)'s.  He  has  .ilw.i\s  show n  a  keen  interest  in  his 
native  town  and  was  iironiinentl)  identified  with  the  cele- 
bration of  the  town's  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  .iiiniversar)'. 
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READING, 


HE  following  vote  was  passed  at  the  annual 
town  meeting,  held  March  6,  1893. 

That  the  selectmen  to  be  elected  this  day  be  a 
conimitlee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Reading,  and 
to  confer  with  the  conjmittees  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the 
towns  of  North  Reading  and  W'aUelield  for  that  purpose,  with  power 
to  add  to  tlieir  number. 

Tlie  persons  elected  selectmen  at  the  same  meeting  were 
Charles  W.  Abbott,  James  1'.  Clement,  and  R.  Dexter 
Temple.  Mr.  Temple  died  December  29,  and  the  va- 
cancy thus  caused  remained  imfilled  the  balance  of  the 
mtmicipal  year. 

'I1ie  following  record  was  made  by  James  I'.  Clement, 
clerk  of  the  selectmen,  under  date  of  Fel).  3,  1894:  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  who  comprise  the  committee  having 
in  charge  the  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred  and 
Mftieth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  invite  some  twenty  or  more  citizens  of  the  town  to  meet 
with  us  on  'I'hursday  evening,  February  cS,  for  an  interchange  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  inanner  of  such  celebration. 

The  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  below  accepted 
the  invitation,  met  the  selectmen  at  the  Town  liuilding, 
February  8,  and  "  were  added  to  the  committee  by  the 
selectmen,  who  were  so  empowered  by  \'ote  of  the  town." 


^!fl\^.^rci  I'.uker, 
Ritli,\rd  W.  Francis, 
Willi.im  I.  Kuygles, 
J.  W.  flrinies, 
A.  J.  1'r.nKi^, 


Harley  l*renliss. 
W.irren  E.  E.Ttoii, 
Walter  S.  I'arkcr, 
I'.  K  Wliittemorc, 
Frank  M.  Smith, 


Merrick  A.  Stone, 
Willie  E.  Twoniblv, 
.■\lfred  W.  Danfonli, 
Lliarles  H.  Stinclificld. 


The  committee  organized  by  choosing  Charles  W. 
Abbott,  chairman,  and  James  1'.  Clement,  secretary. 
In  the  record  appears  the  following:  — 

F.  I'^.  Whittemore  *  reported  that  at  the  solicitation  of  the  select- 
men, he  had  presented  the  matter  of  our  celebrating  the  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  town  on  Tuesday,  May  29,  and  the 
desirability  of  the  school  regiment  i  taking  part  in  the  same,  to  the 
board  of  principals  of  the  several  schools,  who  regarded  the  matter 
favorably  ;  and  as  far  as  he  was  informed  they  would  make  the  Field 
iJay  correspond  to  the  day  of  celebration.  ^ 


*  Principal  of  liigli  school. 

t  The  Secontl  Massacluiseiis  School  Regimenl,  orj;ani/.ed  in  iSSi^,  consisted,  when 
largest,  of  the  members  of  the  high  scliools  of  (Moucester,  I'.rookline,  Lynn,  Med- 
ford,  Maiden,  Lowell,  WoKiirii.  Wakefield,  Andover,  Reading,  and  Chelsea,  hul  .11 
the  dale  of  tlie  celehiMlioii  ilie  si  liools  of  Kroukliiie,  Medford,  and  Maiden  hadwiilr 
drawn.  Owing  to  the  he.ivy  rain  on  ihe  nii>iniiig  oi  M.i>  jo,  the  l-'ield  O.iy  w.is 
postponed  to  Saturday,  June  2. 


In  this  record  of  February  8,  also  appears  the  follow- 
ing vote : — 

\'(jted  to  call  a  citi/Cens'  meeting  on  the  evening  of  February  15, 
to  get  further  views  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  citizens. 

The  citizens'  meeting  was  called  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall. 
Judge  Solon  Bancroft  was  made  chairman,  and  J.imes  I'. 
Clement,  secretary. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  \'0tes  were  passed  :  — 

I.  Tliat  the  selectmen  be  retpiested  to  insert  tiie  fulhnving  article 
in  the  Town  Warrant  for  tlie  annual  meeting:  To  see  what  amount 
of  money  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  purpose  of 
celebrating  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Reading. 

3.  It  was  uiiitiiiDionslY  voted  that  the  committee  be  instruLted  lo 
make  such  arrangements  with  committees  from  the  towns  of  Wake- 
field and  North  Reatliug,  looking  to  a  joint  celeliraliou,  as  in  their 
discretion  they  deem  best. 

In  the  records  of  the  doings  of  the  General  Committee, 
under  date  of  I'eb.  17,  1894,  may  be  read  :  — 

The  following  were  elected  a  sub-coiiiinittee,  to  cuuler  witli  ,1 
similar  committee  of  the  town  of  Waketiekl,  to  make  arrangements 
for  a  joint  celebration  : 


Charles  W.  Abholt, 
Walter  S.  I'arker, 
t  lilman  L.  I'.irker, 


I  l.irley  Prentiss, 
James  1'.  Clement, 
William  I.  Rnggles 


WiU.e  i:.  rwoml.lv. 
Fr.mk  A  Win-hi|i. 
Allixd  W.  lianlnrlh 


This  committee  reported  on  February  23  as  follows  :  — 
(We  quote  from  the  records.) 

That  the  towns  of  Reading  and  Wakefield  combine  in  .1  joiiu 
celebration  on  the  2Sth  and  29th  of  May;  Wakefield  to  ha\e  the 
first  tlay  —  the  2Sth  —  or  .Settlers'  Day,  with  the  historic  readings 
and  the  oration ;  Reading  to  have  the  secoml  day  —  tlie  20th — m 
Incorporation  l>ay,  with  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwe.illh  anil 
Staff,  and  other  prominent  men,  and  the  grand  b.miiuet. 

It  appears  by  the  records  that,  at  this  meeling,  Walter 
S.  Parker  was  electerl  permanent  chairman,  b\-  accla- 
mation, Will  S.  Kinsley,  permanent  secretary,  and 
Kdward  I'".  Parker,  permanent  treasurer.  Also,  th  it  the 
following  citizens  were  elected  a  committee,  lo  form 
with  a  similar  committee  from  Waketiekl,  a  joint  com- 
mittee, Walter  S.  Parker,  James  P.  Clement,  William  I. 
Kuggles,  I'rank  .A.  Winship,  and  (leorge  H.  P.irkei. 

The  rectjfd  of  .March  2,  1 S94.  cont.iins  the  follow  iiig 
report  from  the  joint  committee  :  — 
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'I'WO  IlUNl)Rl':i)  AND  l-'l  I'  I'I  ICri  [  ANN'lVl'.KSAKY 


READINO'S  EXECUTIVE  COnniTTEE. 

Hari.i-v  Pkeniiss,  GiiMAN  L.  I^\]ii;|.;u,  Ar.i-.i'jjr  J.  Kkancis 

Imavaki.  11.  Draki.;,  Wai.  i  i-.k  S.  I'AUKiii;,  Chalriii.iii,  I  'kam;  M  .  Smith, 

WiMiAM  I.  Kic.i.j-.,,  Damhi,  T.  I!h  KHiiii.,  .V, , /■,  A/rr,  lA">r.  M,  icniT  I., 

I'Ki-.ij  W.  Hatch. 


f 
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Thii  sulj-coiiimiUfus  of  Ktiiiiiiii; 
lown  on    Wednesday  evening, 
follows: — Walter  S.  r.iiker,  of 
I'/ilon,  of  NV'akefield,  sei  ietarv. 


and  Wakefield  niel  in  tlie  hitler 
■'eliruary  JS,  and  (jrgani/ed  as 
ReciilinL;,   eliaii  man  ;  Chester  W. 


(ii;rsi:kAi.  corinrn"i;i;.  -Cnntinucii. 


l:.iiu 


'I'hc  coiiiiniUL-L-  Vdtcil  lo  extend  an  invitation  to  North 


WILL  S.  KINSLEY. 
Sueiel.iry  Kuadiiig's  GciieiMl  Coiniiiiilce. 

Reading  to  be  rejiresented  on  the  eoinmittee,  and  in- 
structed tlie  secretary  lo  correspond  witli  tliat  town  to 
this  eiTect. 

The  committee  ratified  the  actions  of  the  lirst  ctjm- 
niittees  with  regard  to  dates,  and  each  town's  distincti\  e 
features  ;  and  also  decided  tiiat  each  town  l)ear  its  own 
expense  for  the  celeljiation,  except  in  cases  where  by 
piircliasing  together  tiic}'  ctuild  nial<e  a  saving. 

March  5,  1S94,  the  citizens,  in  town  meeting  assem- 
bled, passed  the  following  vote  :  — 

'I'hat  tlie  town  raise  and  appropriate  $3,000,  and  appropriate  ;f  1,000, 
making  the  snm  of  $4,000,  the  same  to  be  expendeil  by  the  author- 
ized committee  for  the  celebration  of  the  two  lunulred  ami  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  its  organization. 

^[arch  10.  1894,  an  Executive  Committee  was  elected 
by  the  (General  Committee,  as  below:  — 


Chairman,  —  \V,\i;iER  S.  PAUK1:R. 


William  I.  Riigglu: 
I'red  W.  Ilaldi, 
Gilinaii  L.  I'arker, 


Haih  v  I'leiiii^s, 
Frank  M.  Siiiilli, 
Daniel  'I'.  Hickfurcl, 


Kdward  !•..  KraUu, 
Alhcrt  J.  i'lailcis, 
JaLob  MitLhcll. 


Citizens  were  added  to  the  (lencral  Committee  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  organization  when  completed  was 
as  follows  :  — 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

PRESIDENT.  ^ 

W.Xt.TKK  S.  I'AKKKR. 


James  P.  Ci  emi.;n  i  , 

l'a)MUNI>  b'A'ION, 

Wi?NDi  ri.  ISanlkoi  I , 
WAsmNiiiiiN  I'.  l)A^rll^ 
I-  KANCIS  ().  Dmviiv, 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

I"ki-:i)  \V.  II  ATCii, 

.SnLtiN  ilANl  K-til  '1, 
SAMl'la,  I'll'  l;(  K, 

1-',  I  'W  \  u}i  A  IT  i.r.  ruN , 
Ii;a  W.  kr,..a  ks. 


Wiia.iAM  11.  WnaiTMAx, 
Nathan  Hani  kiH'  i  , 
W'auukn  Katun, 
(.'n AicLi'S  W.  y\nnn-r  I  . 

J  am  Eis  Rltlli. 


II,  Mn-.c-.. 

fl,  lanic^  A. 
It,  l.cwi^,  M. 
K.irH  n.h,  I'l.ink  J. 
Haniii.fi,  Willaiil  A. 
I  larriiw  ^ ,  C>  I  lls  M  . 
r.au  hulilcr,  Alduu. 
l;,:al,  I  lin  er  I  .. 
Kiekdird,  Daniel  T. 
lloyce,  llenj.uniii  M. 
I'.roiiks,  Kdward  1''. 
r.ntwn,  Charles  1''. 
C'.irletdn,  jatnes  M. 
Connelly,  John, 
Coons,  Ailhiir  M. 
C-'ralts,  I'lank  1'.. 
Crowe,  William  I,. 
C"unniiinj:s,  1  loraee  j 
D.unon ,  Arthur  A . 
I  >ane.  Marry  L. 
Danforlh,  Alfred  W, 
Dewey,  I'raiik  H. 
i  )ew  hiirst.  James. 
Drake,  h'.dward  1!'. 
I''raiHis,  Rieliaid  W 
1'  t  ain  is,  \  I  bert  J  . 
(lleason,  Joseph  H . 
C'fordon,  Arlhm-  D. 
( irimes,  James  W. 
I  larrow  ,  Stephen. 
Uoldeii,  lleniv  K. 


I  Inwes,  A.  NeVM'll. 

I I  mil ,  ICilnar  N- 
llussey,  Charles 
Jones,  Oien  N. 
Kinsley,  Stephen  1'. 
killiedue,  Henry  (  ;. 
l.ee,  Charles  W . 
l,e«is,  John  I'..,  Jr. 
I.indsiy,  J. lines. 

l  oiini;,  Charles  .\. 
I  oiint;,  Rii  h.ud  I''. 
.Marshall,  1.  h.lmer. 
.Melnliie,  llerbeil  K. 
Merrill,  !■  red  D. 
Mitehell,  J.iLob. 
Nichols,  I'^dward  t.  . 
Nichols,  Albion  C. 
Nichols,  I'tank  (i. 
Orr,  I.  Henry, 
i'.ilmer,  Edw.ird  11. 
I'.ii  ker,  (  !eorj;e  1 1 . 
I'arker,  (lalen  A. 

I'.irker.  (iilm.iii  I .. 

reilfler^r.u  e,  Jesse'S. 

IV-rkini,  Alfred. 

I'lall,  I  rank  W.  1',. 

I  'r.itt ,  t  leor.i;e  L. 

Premiss,  H.irley. 

Prentiss,  1 1  .  1  .imlsay. 

Prentiss,  .\rcher  R. 

Rieliardson,  Willi, im  S. 


l;h  h.irdsmi,  I  h.  sler  C 
Uith.inlson,  Ihiriv  .M . 
Roberts,  laeob  U  . 
Roberts,  ileih.  rt  M. 
Roberts,  lolm  .\. 
KoIilMs,  .Vrllmr  I''. 
Robinson.  Ilenrv. 
Rni;ules,  Willi.uli  I. 
Rii,^,i!les,  (  )lis  .\. 
Rn^.uks,  (  )lis  I;. 
Scott,  Waller  M. 
Sh.tii mm ,  John  I . 
Shannon,  William  II. 
Shallnck,  I'red  II. 
Smith,  It. ink  .M 
S.mlhwell,  K.  1  laii.i. 
Sperr\',  f  red  I  K 
Stinchlicld,  Charles  II 
Stone,  .Merrick  .\. 
Swain,  Charles  1 1 . 
'I'emijle,  Joseph  S. 

Temple,  .\rthiir  W, 
'riioin.is,  Arthur  I-'. 

I  little,  .\ithnr  S 
Twomblv,  Willie  i:, 

W'adlin,  llor.ue  C. 

Webster,  lohll  \V. 

Whellon,  John  II, 

W  liittemore,  Kie.U 

Wight,  J.imes. 

Winship,  I'rank  A 


ic 


READING'S  SUB=COnrilTTEES. 

E.XECIJTIVE  COnniTTHH. 

Chairman  ~  Wai.  l  Ei;  S.  I'ai.  ki  k.       Secretary  —  Daniue.  T.  Ptci. 

l  ied  W.  Hatch, 
Jacob  Mitchell. 


William  I.  Rii^gles, 
I'.dwaid  P..  1  Irake, 
.\lbei  t  J  .  I  rancis, 


I  iilman  I,  P.irke 
ll.irlev  Prentiss, 
t  rank  M.  Snillli 


Reception  and  Invitation. 


Treasurer  ~  P.DWAui)  !■ .  Pakkhk.         Secretary  —  Will  S.  Kinsi.hn  . 


(  II  \R1  ns  1''.  I'.IioW  N, 

I  lor. ice  ti.  W,idrin, 
l  ied  W.  Hatch, 
Solon  llaiuroft, 
Waller  S.  Parker, 
I  leiiiy  ( Kittredgc. 
I''rank  M.  Sniiih, 
I  l.irlev  Prentiss, 
Inhn  p..  Lewis,  Ir., 
N.ilh.iii  P.uurofl, 


1  I  \  K  1.1  V  Pki-.N1  iss, 
\lbert  J    I  r.lllcis, 
Ch.irles  W.  l.ee, 
Stephen  p.  Kinsley, 


.\.  NliWKl.I.  HoWKS, 

L  b.iiles  A.  I.oriii.g, 
.\hkn  Matchelder, 
I  i.ileii  \.  P.irker, 
J. lines  P.  I  lemeul, 


l''l,'i:i>.  K.  Will  i  I  i:Miii;r.. 
J.  Khner  Maislull, 
Charles  I'..  Iliissey, 
(iilman  I,.  P.irker, 


( )  I  iv  II.  Ri  1,1,1. i.:s, 


I  Ji.i\  I  i:  I ,.  |;r.\  I  . 


WAl.lliK  M.  SCIITT, 


.\  IM  iiuu  S.  Tr  I  1  i.i';, 


Cll  ,\  Kl.l  s  .\  .  I.nld  M  ., 
Archer  R.  Preilti-s, 


Hi)i,.\ei; J W.vm.i \, 


hiiiWAUu  C  Niciioi.s 
William  L.  Crowe, 
I' rank  (i.  Nichols, 


CtlAKI.ns  A.  I.OKINl, 


Otis  \.  Ri  ,.(.1  I  S, 
.\.  Newell  lloues. 


Cm.\  I;  I.lvs  W  .  .\lil;u  I  T, 


lames  P.  t  lemeiil, 
W.irieil  P..  h'.aton, 
h  rank  .A .  Winship. 
Heiir\'  Robinson, 
J. lines  1 1 .  C.ii  leioii, 
James  Wic;li(, 
kdward  .Appleioii, 
W  ilh.lm  H,  Wi'<htm,in, 
l;eiij,lmiii  IM.  lioyic, 
I'  rancis  (  1.  I  lewey. 

Procession. 

J  .  Henry  1  h  r, 
R,  I  lan.i  Soulhwell, 
James  W.  ( Irimes, 
.lesse  S.  Pendergrace, 
I  lerbert  I',.  .Mc  liitire. 

BanLjuet. 

t  y  I  lls  .M  .  1 1.irrows, 
Jacob  Mitchell, 
Walter  S  Parker, 
Willi. ini  I.  Rii.ggles, 

H.  iiley  Prentiss, 

l  .dward  11.  I  Irake. 

School  Regiment. 

Wllli.im  H.  Shannon, 
.\rthiir  I'".  Tliomas, 
.\rtliiir  v..  Roberts, 
Prank  W.  P..  Pr.iti, 

Bonfire. 

Rii  hard  P.  Poring, 
Halls  anil  Tents. 

I,  llnc>  \\  -  1  Irimes, 

fireworks. 

WiUmiu  I.  Ru.gglcs, 

Police. 

Kred  D.  Merrill, 

Games  and  Sport. 

I.ime^  1  .iinls.iv, 
.\rlhiir  D.  1  iordon. 

(irand  Stand. 

Wendell  I'.aiicioft, 
l-ire  Department. 

Ch.trles  H.  Stinchlield, 
Charles  W.  l.ee, 
Fred  H.  Shaitnck, 

Press. 

I  leni  y  O.  kiitredge, 
Decorations. 

ki,  h.ird  W.  l-rancis, 
H.iin  P.  II. me, 

Transportation. 

1'  1  .ink  H .  De  weN , 


l.icob  Roberts, 
WiUiaiii  .s.  Ricli.lrdson, 
Wendell  I'.aiicroft, 
,S,inuiel  Pierce, 
J.inies  Reid, 
Alden  P.atchelder, 
lames  .A.  li.incrolt, 
Kdward  H.  Palmer, 
Ira  W.  Rirggle-, 
\lfred  I'eikitis. 


I  I  .  I  .illds,i\'  Prellliss 

Kdward  t  ■.'  Nicliok, 
Charles  W.  .\bbolt, 
.Arthur  E.  Roberts, 


Frank  M.  Smith, 
.Albert  J.  I'  rancis, 
Fred  W.  Hatch, 
(  '.ilni.lii  I .  P.irker, 
D.iniel  P.  liickford. 


.Alfred  W.  Danforlh, 
.Moses  P.mcroft, 
Albert  I .  f  raiicis, 
1  r.mk  H.  Dewev. 


Il.irrv  M.  Rich.iids 


I  leiirv  Robii 


llelirv  f..  Iloldell. 


John   11.  Whelto 


J. lines  W.  (  i 


.Arthur  W.  Pellllde 


.\lbion  I ;.  Nichols, 
.Stcjiheii  H.irrow. 


tJiester  C.  Ricli.irdson. 


Herbert  II  Robert. , 
Join,  A.  Roberts. 


Joseph  S.  'reni[ile. 
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Printin^i. 

Wll.l.lli  1).  Tuij.Mlu.^  ,  C  yrll^  M  li.irruw^, 


Kkank  M.  Smi  i  II, 
Oliver  L.  Ileal, 


l''ij<;.\i;  N.  Iluxr, 


Al  I  I.KIi  I'HI.ICIN-., 

Cuninu  II.  I'.irkL-r, 


I'.nwAl.li  II.   1  IKAI, 


CllAKl.i;s  V.  IlKUWN, 


WlLI.  S.   KlNM  1!V, 


Carriages. 

iM-.uik  ]•..  (  r.ifts, 
Will.ird  A.  li.iii.  r..ll, 


J  '.iniul  '1'.  liickfoid. 


.lolin  J.  .Mun 


Finance. 

Jaudl)  Miuliull,  J.iiiics  11.  CirlclMii. 

Salutes  and  15ell  Ringing. 


I  :L-ort;L-  1,.  I'l.ui, 
Al-llnir  .M.  t  nnus, 

ISanil  riiisic. 

I'lxd  11.  .Spcirv, 

Vocal  Huslc. 

C.ilni.ni  1,.  r.iil.Li, 
Julm  W.  Weh.lLT. 


John  (■ 


KiMiik  w.  i;.  ri.ui. 


!■  Link  J  .  1  laiicnill, 


ISureaii  of  Information. 

MLlliLk    .\.  Sl.HlC,  (   ll.ulc^    II.  .Sw.lill. 

,■  ■  Ambulance. 

IsDWAKI,    1'.  l'.K<'('K^- 

liooths  and  Refreshment  Stands. 

.•Vi.Miiu)  W.  Danidkih,       l.L'ttis  M.naiKiuft,  Arthur  A.  li.iiiiiin. 

Village  Improvements. 

JllSl.ril  S.    rii.MI-l.li,  llM  W.  KlIyglLS,  <ln:ll  N.  JoiKS. 


.Sol  ON    II  \NLI«n)  1  , 

N.uli.ui  liaiiirnli, 


Historic  Places. 

I'rank  J.  ll.lllerofi, 
l  .dwai-a  Api.lulou, 


h,;  W.  Knu-^lcs, 
Jnsciili  11  (Ikasoii. 


Historical  Loan  and  Art  Collection. 

Mrs.  (iAln.v  .A.  ]'.\l!Ki'u,     Mr-..  Soluii  ILiiarijIt,  Mrs,  Kiisammiil  T.  I'lall. 

I''rniu  the  records,  it  is  c\  icleiit  that  the  Cieiieral  ( 'om- 
iiiittee  fmind  it  cliUkult  to  keej:)  within  tiie  ap|)ro|iri,uion 
in.ide  Ijy  liie  town,  owin^-  to  the  \ei\-  laud.diie  .unhition 
of  the  se\er,d  siil) coininittees  lo  make  successful  each 
its  own  depaitiueiit  ol  woik.  'I'he  amount  appiopri.UecK 
as  voted,  w.is  >4,ooo.  I'lie  record  ol  April  7 
rea(ks  :  — 

'I'lif  tlillL-rciil  Mili-rdiiiiuilttes  have  handed  in  their  several  rei)orl.>, 
,niil  the  Idt.il  ,11111)11111  lit  nnmey  .isketl  lur  was  $6,2.Sri. 

'TIkU  sum  hail  been  cut  d(.)\vn  to  >3,949._'5,  and  the 
b'.xecutive  Coniinitlee  recomiiieiuletl  that  it  be  still  further 
reduced  so  that  there  he  not  less  tiian  S500  left,  to  be 
used  as  a  reserve  fund. 

'The  (leneral  ("omniittee  so  voted.  'J'he  .imount  ex- 
pended b)'  Reading  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  celelira- 
tion,  according  to  the  treasurer's  account,  was  s,3,S[o, 
leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  ;^i9o. 


JOINT  CONFERENCK  COMMITTEE. 

Walmor  S.  I'aukI'.k,  Clhuniiivi.  Ciiksikr  W.  Ivxkjn,  Si\iihn\. 


WAKEFIELD. 

I 

Chester  W.  Eaton,  Edwin  C.  i\Iiller, 

Charles  E.  Woodward,  Michael  Low, 

(  haiies  1  L  S|)eiicer. 


READING. 

W  alter  S.  J'arker,  James  I'.  Clement, 

Ceorge  H.  I'arker,  William  I,  Rugbies, 

I'rank  A.  \\  inship. 


NORTH  READING. 

k'rank  Parker,  Leiand  1).  Ikitchelder, 

l)ennis  liatchelder,  John  Raciieller, 

1  Ieni\'  11.  1  ),ime. 


Chester  W.  Katon, 


5ub=Committee  on  Invitations  to  the  Joint  Celebration. 
WAKEFIELD.  READING. 

Samuel  K.  Hamilton.  Walter  .S.  I'arker, 


Charles  F.  ISrown. 


NORTH  READING. 

l'>ank  Rarker,  E.  A.  Carpenter. 
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NORTH  READING. 


'"^/'l'  tile  annual  town  nieetin"'  lit-lil  Alarcli  6, 
i8(j3,  thf  following;"  \'ote  was  passed  :  — 

V'utetl  that  the  SL-lectniL-n  be  insti-iicted  to  ascer- 
tain wliat  amount  w  ill  he  required  from  us  to  assist 
ill  the  celeljration. 

Marcli  5,  1894,  the  ftjUowing  \'ote  was  passed  l)y  the 
town  :  — 

Votetl  that  a  committee  of  five  l)e  cliosen  to  confer  witli  the  com- 
mittees of  Reading  and  NVai<efiekl,  in  relation  to  the  celebration. 
Chose  Frank  Parker,  Henry  II.  Dame,  I. eland  I).  liatchelder,  John 
llacheller,  and  Ueiniis  I'atchelder  to  serve  as  the  committee. 

At  an  adjonrned  meeting  lield  March  26,  1894,  this 
committee  made  a  verbal  report.  A  committee  of  ten 
(afterwards  increased  to  twenty-five)  was  then  chosen 
from  tite  floor  "  to  serve  the  town."  The  full  committee 
as  chosen  were : — - 


OENEkAL  COMMIT  ri;E.  Coiitiniiecl. 


Treasurer 


lOdward  \).  Parker, 
M.  L.  Hayward, 
SoIdii  O. 

Ld.uid  l>.  n.itLlieldLT, 
Willis  1*.  Smilll, 
Arlluir  Uptuii, 
I.  li.  .Mcl.aiie, 
Is.iac  A.  I'liiil, 


Ji.  A.  Carpenter, 
I-'rank  Parker, 
Dennis  llat(  helder, 
John  IJachtiler, 
I  liarlcs  S.  Prait, 
1  leni  v  I  I .  Dame, 
r.  H.  NitlioN, 
H.  W.  C  ampbell, 
J  a  tiles  1 ,   1 1  a  11  is. 


J.  D.  (lowiiifi, 
Henry  A.  Upl()n, 
Wm.'l.  Nicluils, 
W^Trren  l\aton. 
1  r\'ing  Hatchelder, 
J.  .M .  Kobinson, 
H.  L.  Abbuit, 
!■  rank  F.  Strout, 


I  89  4, 


-U  a  second  adjourned  meeting  held  .Vj^ril 
the  record  shows  tiie  following  vote  :  --  - 

Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  apjjropriate  {^500  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement 
of  the  old  town  ot  Reading. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  following  vote  was  passed  :  — 

Voted  thai  the  General  Commiltee  choose  three  ladies  to  solicit 
for  the  Art  and  Historical  Collection. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Committee,  .Marcii  29,  1894,  there  were  present,  as  the 
records  show,  — 


I'.dward  1).  Parker, 
Mariiii  I,.  Hayward, 
i  rank  Parker, 


I'Mward  A.  Carpenter, 
Sulini  ( ).  lloU, 
Irving  F.  Il.ilt  lieUler  . 
Cll.iiles  S.  I'ralt. 


Joseph  1).  Oowin;.;, 
lleniv  A.  Uploii,' 
Willi-;  P.  Smilll, 


Edward  \.  Carpenter  was  elected  chairman,  and  Willis 
1'.  Smith  secretary  of  the  committee. 

Under  date  of  April  2  is  the  following  vote:  — 

Voted  to  choose  an  executive  committee  of  live,  anil  lulward 
I).  I'arker,  A.  1''.  Upton,  Solon  ( ).  Holt,  iuKvard  A.  Carpenter,  ami 
Martin  L.  Hayward  were  elected. 

At  meetings  held  April  2,  14,  16^  17,  and  23,  the 
several  sub-committees  were  in  process  of  formation. 
'I'hey  finally  stood  as  follows:  — 

GENERAL  COnniTTEE. 

PRESIDENT. 

l-.I)WAklJ  A.  CARPI', NT KK. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
Joseph  1).  Cowini;,  Makii.s  1,.  1 1  kh. 


Abbott,  lleli.eil  1.. 
I'.alclielder,  I  iciinis. 
P.,Utlielder,  l.elaiul  IJ. 
Il.uchelder,  Irvin;.;  K. 
I'.anlieliler,  A.  I,. 
Il.iclleller,  John. 
C.inipbell,  1  lenry  H 
Case,  I'Vank  W, 
1  tame,  I  lenry  H. 
1  )iiniars,  ( ieo.  F. 


I  .  UlMO.\. 

iviloii,  W.u-ien. 
haiiics,  j.  Allen. 
I'  linl,  J.  ."^nlnir, 
I'  uley,  'I'honias  I . 
Ftolt,  Solon  t). 
Harris,  J.  C. 
iMcFane,  J.  li. 
Nichols,  Win  1. 
Nichols,  Charles 
Parker,  1-^dwaitl  1 


Secretary   -  \\i  II  Is  P.  Smii 
Parker,  I  r.inl; 
Pr.ltl,  I  h.ules  S. 
Priir^le,  Ralph. 
Roliinson ,  J  .  M  iltoii . 
.Stnuit,  Fr.mk  F. 
Synionds,  lUirtoii  K. 
'I'liiiier,  J .  1'^. 
'Fnriier,  Willard  P. 
I'Pton,  1  lenry  .A. 
Upton,  W,  F. 


NORTH   READING'S  SUIi  COMMI TTEES 


E.XECUTIVE  COnMITTEE. 
Chairman  —  I'mvAKn  D.  l'  \ia;iiu.        Secretary  — 


Aic'i  ML  i<  !■ .  Fr  ii 


F.d\v.ird  A .  I  .irpeiiter 


1'  hw  AKt)  .A.  Caki-i:n"I  r:K, 
Martin  F.  Ilavwaid, 


Wii.tas  P.  Smi  1  H, 
1  lenry  A.  Upton, 
Herbert  1 ..  .Abboli, 
P.nnoil  K.  S\'nionds, 
Martin  F.  1  lavuaid, 
Arthur  \-  .  \  ploii, 
J.  /.  I  lari  is. 


ClIAKI.F.S  S.  Pka  it. 


John  pACiii- li  i-K', 
Charles  H.  Nichols 
1  lenry  A.  Upton, 


P.UiMnN  K.  SnmoMII' 


W  M  .  1  .  N'  ICHOt  s, 

Charles  IF  Nichols 


^Fu■tin  F.  Havw.ml. 
Joseph  1).  (  iowiii- 

Invitation  and  Reception. 


Solon  I  r  Holt, 


H  i:mc>  a  .  U  !•  I  ON, 


I  )eniiis  liatchelder, 
Joseph  I  >.  ( jowiiiu;, 

Procession. 

■Fhoinas  F.  I  olev, 

Frank  W.  I  ase, 

1  rviiii,'  F.  1  '..tt(  helder, 

W.  V.  Upton, 

Frank  1''.  Stroiit, 

J.  11.  .McFane, 

1  tennis  1  latchelder, 

I'.dward  .\.  (  *,iri>eiiter. 

Banquet. 

I  r.iiik  Parker, 

Fire  Department. 

A.  L.  liatchelder, 
Htirton  K.  Sviiioiids, 
J.  Z.  Harris,' 

Carriages. 

John  P,.i.  heller. 

Printing. 

I.  Allen  F.iines, 
irvilr.^  I'.  P..ltiheldel, 

Mufic. 

P.iirtoii  Ix .  S\  nio[ids, 


Wilh.iiii  1 .  Nichoh 
Solon  I  t.  1  loll. 


loseph  1 ).  I  Mjuing, 
John  ll.nheller, 
Willard  I'.  ■Fiirner, 
A.  1.  liatchelder, 
I  .  -M  illon  Uobinsoii , 
J.  Furncr, 
I  leo.  F.  Ditniais, 


Fr.ink  F.  Siront. 


W.  F.  Upton, 
1  I, ink  \V.  (  ase. 


W.  I  ,11 


J  .  1-:.  'Fiirner. 


1',<K. 


-d  ft.  Parker 


Bonfire,  Salutes,  and  Bell  Rinj^ing. 


H  KNKV  11.  i)AMP!, 

lliuton  K.  S\  inoiKls, 
i'aiward  I).  Parker, 
W.  1.  I  in  ner. 


Ralph  Prinsle, 
'Fhoiii.is  F.  I'oley, 
1  lenrv  A.  Upton, 
Ch.is;  S.  Pr.itt, 


(  leo.  I.,  iliini.ir 
W  .  I  .  Upton, 

I.  ,\llen  l;.lllles 


\\'m.  1 .  N  i(  iioi  s, 
Heiirv  IF  Hame. 


I  li:N  K\  W.  Ca  M  l'iu-:l  I  , 


M  \  l(  1  IN  F.  H  A  ^  \\  A  K  I 
J  .  .M  ilton  Robinson, 


1''  K  .\  N  K  P  \  l;  i;  V:  \< , 


Historic  Places. 

1  r.mk  W.  (_  ase,  \.  I..  Il.ilchehler. 

Joseph  1).  (low  in;.;. 

Halls  and  Tents. 

Chailes  S.  I'ratt.  J.  Milt.ni  Kobiiison. 

Book  of  Proceedings. 

I.  .\:lhur  I  lint,  I  el, in. I  U.  Il.lt.  helder. 

Herbert  F.  .\bb..tt. 

Historical  and  Literary  Exercises. 

Henry  II.  Dame,  J.  .Milton  Robinson. 

Art  and  Historical  Collection. 

Mrs.  I'.MMA  11.  I'.l.uAKlis,     Mrs.  t  has.  P.  Howard,       .Mrs.  F.C.  Ilou.u.l, 
■Mrs.  Il.irriett  N.  Flint,         .Mis.  Heinv  .\icliols,  .Miss  .Maiy  11.  Ci.ues. 

At  the  ele\'enth  and  last  recorded  meeting  of  the  Cen- 
eral  Committee,  June  8,  1894,  the  following  vole  was 
passed  :  — 

Voted  that  the  Chairman  of  the  (Jeneral  Committee  make  a  de- 
tailed report  of  the  e.xpenses  of  the  celebration  at  the  annual  town 
meeting. 

The  expense  of  the  celebration  to  the  okl  Xitkiii 
PrI'.cincf  of  the  town  of  RKDmxn  was  >45S,4fi. 


'i"\V()  inr\' Dki'.i )  AND  i''ri"i'i  iv'i'i  1  AW  I  vi'.kSAin' 


NORTH  READING  JOINT  CONFERENCE  COMMITTEE. 

Di^NNis  Hahhiu  iipi;,  Jhhn  I'.ACinu.LEi; 

l.i'.i.ANii  1).  llA] Ciii-niFU,  Ilj  Nkv  H.  IJa.mi: 


I 


v.- 


©K  THE  ANCIENT  'I'OWN  Ol'   R l<:i )  1 ) I  NO. 


AMONG  tlie  familiar  forms  in  the  old  South  Reading 
days  of  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  well  remembered  to- 
day by  thousands  of  the  people  of  Wakefield,  rises  in  the 
mind's  eye  the  thoughtful  face  and  stalwart  figure  of  Cyrus 
Wakefield,  the  senior  of  that  name.    Coming  to  South 
Reading  as  a  citizen  in  the  year  i.S^i,  he  purchased  a 
homestead  with  ample  acreage,  and  so'on  after  located 
here  the  manufacturing  business  in  rattans,  which  he  had 
founded,  and  which  has  made  his  name  famous  throughout 
the  civilized  world.    Cyrus  Wakefield  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Hannah  Hemenway  Wakefield,  and  was  born  in  Rox- 
hury,  N.  H.,  Feb.  14,  iSii.     He  was  descended,  however, 
from  prominent  families  of  the  first  Parish  in  old  Reading. 
His  great-grandfather,  Tiiomas  Wakefield,  was  son  of 
loseph  Wakefield,  of  fioston,  and  came  to  Reading  about 
[730,  when  a  young  child.     When  of  sufficient  age  he 
became    an    apprentice  to 
Timothy  Pratt,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  Mr. 
Pratt  lived  "side  the  l^ond," 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Main 
Street,  in   what  was  called 
(he  old   "  Garrison  house. 
Thomas  Wakefield  married 
Dorcas    Pratt,   daughter  of 
Timothy     Pratt,    and  suc- 
ceeded   to    the  homestead. 
His    son,    Thomas  Wake- 
field, Jr.,  remo\'ed  to  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  mar- 
ried   Elizabeth    Hardy,  of 
Hollis,  N.  H.      Their  son, 
James   Wakefield,  father  of 
Cyrus,  settled   in  T^oxbury, 
N.  H.,  as  a  farmer,  and  was 
a   prominent    and  worth}' 
citizen  of  that  town.  The 
opportunities     of  young 
Cyrus  for   education  were 
limited  by  the  ciu  riculum  of 
the   common    school,  three 
months  in  the  year,  bi,it  he 
diligently  improved  the  ad- 
vantages within    his  reach, 
and  the  home  acres  could  not  long  hold  this  eager  young 
man.    At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  came  to  Boston,  and 
for  three  years  was  employed  in  a  retail  grocery  store, 
working  hard  and  studying  men.     He  subsequently  served 
as  clerk  for  other  firms,  in  the  meantime  improving  his 
mind  by  attendance  at  evening  schools,  and  lectures,  and 
private  study,  until  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when  he  entered 
the  grocery  business,  on  his  own  account,  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Foster  <S:  Wakefield,  on  Commercial  Street, 
Boston.    Two  years  later,  in  1836,  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  a  younger  brother,  under  name  of  Wakefield 
Co.,  which  continued  until  1844.     About  this  time  Mr. 
Wakefield  made  his  first  beginnings  in  developing  the  rat- 
tan business,  by  the  purchase  and  sale,  at  a  good  profit,  of 
refuse  goods,  and  gradually  discovered  various  ways  of 
utilizing  the  whole  material  of  the  imported  cane.  He 


gave  his  whole  attention  to  the  new  industry,  the  business 
rapidly  and  prosperously  increased,  until  in  1856  he  was 
a  recognized  power  in  tlie  land  in  respect  to  rattans,  and 
established  his  works  in  South  Reading,  now  W  akclield. 
These  works,  under  the  impulse  of  the  restless  owner's 
thought  and  enterprise,  were  constantly  growing  with  tiie 
addition  of  new  buildings,  machinery,  and  appliances, 
mitil  at  his  death  his  manufactories  and  storehouses 
covered  an  area  of  ten  acres  of  flooring,  and  gave  employ- 
ment to  over  a  thousantl  men  and  women. 

A  few  months  before  his  death,  Mr.  Wakefield,  willi 
singular  prescience,  organized  tiie  Wakefield  Rattan  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Wakefield  married  in  1841,  Kliza  A.,  daughter 
of  Captain  Henry  Bancroft,  of  l.ynnlield,  a  retired  sea 
captain,  and  in  18:^1  purchased  an  estate  in  South  Reading, 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Main  Street,  lying  a  short  distance 

soutiierly  from  the  l)usiness 
center  of  the  town,  where 
later  lie  erected  a  splendid 
residence  with  handsome 
surroundings,  and  spent  the 
balance  of  his  days. 

( )n  the  first  day  ot  July, 
1 868, the  name  of  the  town  of 
South  Reading  was  changed 
to  that  of  Wakefield,  in  honor 
of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Wakefield  had  already  iden- 
tified himself  wiili  the  pros- 
perity and  develoj^ment  of 
the  town  by  the  location  here 
of  this  important  industry,  by 
his  public  spirit,  his  encour- 
agement of  education  and 
numerous  benefactions,  and 
crowned  his  munificence  by 
the  princely  gift  of  a  new  and 
splendid  town  luUl.  The 
people  of  the  town,  who  had 
long  been  considering  the 
subject  of  a  change  of  naiue, 
assembled  in  town  meeting, 
and  with  unanimity  and  en- 
thusiasm resolved  that  South  Reading  should  become 
Wakefield.  Mr.  Wakefield  was  the  moving  sjiirit  in  the 
incorporation  of  the  Wakefield  Savings  Bank,  the  Wakefield 
Real  Estate  and  Building  Association,  the  ( hiannapowitt 
Water  Company,  the  National  Bank  of  South  Reading, 
the  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company,  the  South  Reading  Ice 
Company,  and  the  Boston  ^:  Maine  1-^oundry  Company. 

Death  cut  short  his  earthly  career,  very  suddenly,  one 
Sunday  morning  as  he  was  sitting  in  his  chair,  ( )ct.  2(>, 
1873.  The  people  of  the  town  gathered  in  large  numbers 
at  the  funeral  services,  and  on  another  day  expressed 
their  sense  of  loss  by  public  commemorative  exercises  in 
the  Town  Hall.  Mr.  Wakefield  left  no  children,  hut  a 
nephew  of  the  same  name,  Cyrus  Wakefield,  2d,  assumed 
and  maintained  until  his  own  sudden  death  the  respon- 
sibilities and  prestige  of  an  honored  name. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIKTH  ANNIVERSARY 


CYRUS  WAKEFIELD,  tlie  second  of  the  name, 
and  nepiiew  of  tiie  elder  Cyrus,  was  horn  in 
Sangerfield,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  20,  1S33,  anil  was  the  son  of 
James  P.  and  Hannah  B.  (Hall)  Wakefield.  While  he 
was  quite  yuun<^,  his  parents  removed  with  their  family 
to  Wisconsin,  and  there  youn^  Cyrus  received  a  good, 
common-school  education,  and  as  he  grew  older  helped 
his  father  on  a  farm  and  taught  a  district  school  several 
winter  terms.  After  obtaining  his  majority,  in  1855, 
Mr.  Wakefield  came  to  Boston,  and  entered  the  em- 
ployment of  his  uncle,  Cyrus  Wakefield,  whose  wonder- 
ful rattan  business  was  then  beginning  to  assume 
extensive  proportions.  Here  were  afforded  opportunities 
to  master  the  practical  details  of  mercantile  life,  and 
ample  scope  for  the  growth  and  development  of  a  mind 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  comprehension  and  management 
of  important  enterprises  in 
the  business  world.  In  1865 
Mr.  Wakefield  went  to  Sin- 
gapore, India,  charged  with 
large  responsibility  as  the 
representative  of  his  uncle  in 
the  East.  Returning  in  1870, 
he  married  Miss  Annie  ii. 
fierce,  of  Newburyport,  and 
went  again  to  Singapore, 
remaining  there  until  the 
sudden  death  of  his  uncle  in 
1873  recalled  hun  to  Amer- 
ica, to  assume  a  leading  posi- 
tion in  the  management  of 
the  Wakefield  Rattan  Com- 
pany. He  established  his 
residence  in  \\'akelield,  and 
on  the  death  of  Mrs.  C}'rus 
Wakefield,  Sr,  in  1877,  he 
occupied  the  elegant  man- 
sion house  erected  by  his 
uncle,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Wakefield  was  a  good 
and  true  citizen  of  the  town 
of  his  adoption,  and  during 
the  quarter-century  of  his 
residence  therein  became  more  and  more  identified  with 
her  institutions  and  interested  in  her  progress.  As  pres- 
ident and  as  treasurer  of  the  Wakelield  Rattan  Com- 
pany, he  displayed  signal  wisdom  in  guiding  and  guarding 
its  affairs,  and  won  the  esteem  and  conhdence  of  the 
employees. 

He  was  president  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany, an  active  trustee  of  the  Wakefield  Savings  Bank, 
and  chairman  of  the  Investment  Committee.  He  was 
president  of  the  Wakefield  Lecture  Association,  and  long 
a  trustee  of  the  I>eebe  Town  Library,  and  always  a  gen- 
erous friend  of  education  for  the  people.  He  was 
president  of  the  Wakefield  Board  of  Trade,  a  member 
of  Crystal  Lodge  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  prominent  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  a  director  in  the  China 
Marine  Lisurance   Company,    and  the  Boston  Marine 


Insurance  Company,  a  director  of  the  Boston  National 
]5ank,  and  connected  with  seveial  other  financial  and 
manufacturing  institutions.  Li  additif)n  to  his  duties  as 
treasurer  (jf  the  Wakefield  Rattan  Company,  he  carried 
on  an  extensive  trade  in  sugar,  hemp,  gum,  and  other 
Fast  India  products,  under  the  fn'ni  name  of  Cyrus 
Wakefield  ii'  Co.,  with  houses  in  New  \'ork  and  Boston. 

When  the  subject  of  a  supply  for  the  jieople  of  pure 
water  from  Crystal  Lake  was  being  agitated,  and  the 
town  had  declined  to  act,  Mr.  Wakefield,  as  president  and 
largest  stockholder  of  the  Wakefield  Water  Company, 
assumed  the  financial  responsibility  of  carrying  forward 
the  enterprise  to  a  successful  issue. 

The  death  of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  Sr.,  occuired  at  a 
time  of  great  depression  in  the  mercantile  world,  and  was 
regarded  as  a  stunning  l)k)W  to  the  lousiness  prosperity 

and  devekjpinent  of  the  town, 
but  the  coming  of  another 
Cyrus  Wakefield,  of  honor- 
able character  and  active, 
public  spirit,  to  take  the  place 
of  his  uncle  as  a  liljeral  citi- 
zen and  manager  of  the  great 
rattan  corporation,  did  much 
to  restore  confidence  in  the 
communit)',  and  make  the 
return  to  better  times  more 
easy. 

Though  not  "  to  the  manor 
born,"  Mr.  Wakefield  was 
descended  from  some  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town. 
His  ancestor  in  the  fourth 
generation  ascending  was 
Thomas  Wakefield,  who  150 
years  ago  was  a  worthy  citi- 
zen of  the  First  Parish,  ami 
located  his  home  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  beautiful  I-ake 
(^uannapowitt,  on  land  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Junius  Beebe. 
His  domicile  has  1)een 
remo\-ed,  but  many  of  this 
generation  remember  i  t  s 
modest  yet  substantial  appearance.  Though  it  would 
compare  but  liumldy  with  the  splendid  homestead  with 
its  ample  and  tasteful  grounds,  where  now  happily  reside 
his  latest  descendants,  yet  this  ancient  dwelling  of 
Timothy  Bratt,  and  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  Wakefield, 
had  its  own  charms  of  location,  favored  by  nature,  was 
loved  as  a  peaceful  home  and  served  its  day. 

Mr.  Wakefield  was  a  large-hearted  man,  not  of  many 
words,  nor  fond  of  display,  but  ready  and  glad  to  disburse 
from  his  ample  fortune  with  open-handed  hospitality  and 
a  wise  generosity. 

His  public  spirit  and  deeds  of  humanity  in  the  town 
that  bore  his  family  name  were  truly  appreciated  by  liis 
fellow-citizens. 

He  had  an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  i)ublic 
affairs,  whether  concerning  town,  state,  or  nation,  and 
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was  generally  present  and  voting  at  the  local  town  meet- 
ings, but  liis  deep  affections  were  centered  in  his  home 
and  his  children. 

He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  though  he  never  sought 
political  office,  and  was  an  attendant  at  the  Episcopal 
churcii.  The  death  of  Mr.  Wakefield  was  attended  with 
tragic  and  pathetic  circumstances. 

For  many  months  preceding  the  sad  event  he  had  been 
far  from  well,  though  ])ossessing  a  physiiiue  apparently 
strong  and  robust,  and  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  iiis 
life  he  was  conscious  of  unusual  weakness.  Nex'ertheless, 
he  went  bravel)'  to  his  work  day  by  day,  though  carrj  ing 
heax'v  burdens  of  iieart  and  mind,  resohed  that  he  would 
n(_>t  yield  to  the  enemy  while  he  had  strength  to  resist. 
( )n  tile  afternoon  of  Jan.  25,  1888,  he  came  out  fiom 
])OSton  on  the  five  o'clock  train,  and  at  the  Wakefield 
station  took  his  seat  in  his 
sleigh,  accompanied  by  a  ■ 
near  friend  and  his  faith- 
ful coachman.  The  sleigh 
was  driven  up  Albion 
Street,  and  when  nearing 
the  post  ofiice,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  Street,  Mr. 
Waketield  appeared  t  o 
lose  consciousness  and 
leaned  heavily  against  the 
shoulder  of  his  friend. 
When  his  residence  was 
reached  a  few  moments 
later  it  was  but  a  lifeless 
form  that  was  tenderly 
lifted  from  the  sleigh  and 
carried  into  the  house. 
T  h  e  family  physician, 
being  Immediately  sum- 
moned, pronounced  that 
death  had  probably  been 
instantaneous  from  heart 
disease.  Friends  a  n  d 
neigiibors  hastily  gathered 
at  the  mansion  with. offers 
of  sympathy  and  service, 
recalling  to  many  present 

a  Sunday  morning  more  than  fourteen  j  ears  before,  when 
the  same    spacious    apartments  had   witnessed  similar 

scenes,  as  it  became 
known  that  the  first 
Cyrus  Wakefield  had 
died  in  his  chair,  al- 
most without  warning. 
The  startling  tidings 
quickly  spread,  caus- 
ing a  sad  shock  to  the 
whole  communit)'. 
The  selectmen  called 
a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  to  voice 
the  general  sorrow  of 

GEORGE  L.  WAKEFIELD.  the     pCOplc.      At  tllis 


meeting,  S.  Iv.  Ham- 
illoii,  ehairniaii  of 
selectmen,  presided, 
and  ( 'ol.  W.  S.  (]ree- 
nough  was  secretar)'. 
Addresses  expressing 
respect,  sorrow,  and 
apprec  iation  w  e  r  e 
made  Ijy  in'ominent 
citizens,  and  appro- 
p  r  i  a  t  e  resolutions 
atlo|)ted  in  "expres- 
sion of  syin])alh)'  and 
appi'eciation  concern- 
ing tiie  departure  of  a  man  of  such  genuine  character  and 
modest  worth."     ivesponding  to  a  recpiest  by  the  citi/ens 


CYRUS  WAKEFIELD. 


WAKEFIELD  MANSION,  MAIN  STREET,  WAKEFIELD. 

that  the  remains  migiit  lie  in  state  in  the  Town  II. ill,  llie 
family,  while  thinking  it  best  the  body  should  not  be  in<i\  ed 
from  the  house,  arranged  that  the  casket  should  be  open  to 
the  view  of  the  public,  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock 
and  twelve  o'clock  on  the  day  of  the  funeral,  which  occurred 
on  Sunday,  January  29,  when  throngs  of  people  sadly  antl 
reverently  gazed  for  the  last  time  on  the  face  of  the  departed. 
The  impressive  funeral  services  were  conducted  b)-  the 
Rev.  William  Hall  Williams,  rector  of  the  lunanuel 
l'',piscopal  Church  in  Waketield,  and  the  "fcjrin  unteiiaiited  '' 
was  laiil  at  rest  in  Fakesitle  Cemetery.  Mr.  WakelieUI 
left  three  young  children,  Cyrus  Wakelield,  Ceorge  l.iiicolii 
Wakefield,  and  Annie  Ruby  Wakelield,  who  are  the 
owners  and  on  upants  of  the  palatial  homestead,  and  w  ho 
are  now  coming  forward  to  bear  the  burdens  and  worthily 
maintain  the  dignity  of  a  distinguished  name. 
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TWO  HUNDRKD  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIYKRSARY 


A  GROUP  OF  WAKEFIELD  VIEWS. 


Winter  Scene  at  Wakefield  Junction  Depot. 
Bird's-eye  View  of  Wakefield  from  Hart's  Hill. 


(.'rj'stal  Lake  from  Hart's  HilL 
Hart's  Hill  (rem  Main  Street. 
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SUNDAY. 


■'jS  the  anniversary  days  drew  near,  and  all 
^_  the  lines  of  preparation  were  converging 
toward  a  brilliant  culmination,  it  was  easy 
to  perceive  the  community  was  permeated 
witii  the  spirit  of  local  patriotism,  and  the 
people  thoroughly  interested  and  alive  to  the  import  of 
the  celebration.  The  religious  societies  manifested  a 
lively  interest  in  the  impressive  lessons  of  the  quarter 
millen  nial. 

The  old  church  of  the  l''irst  Parish  in  Wakefield,  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity, resolved  to  observe  on  Sunday,  May  27,  the  two 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  own  foundation, 
at  the  same  time  inviting  all  other  churches  in  tlie  three 
towns,  and  all  other  daughter  churches  to  join  in  fitting 
and  worthy  services  in  grateful  memory  of  the  devoted 
and  coiuageous  pioneers  who  founded  church  and 
parish  in  days  of  yore,  of  the  true  men  and  uomen 
from  that  time  to  this,  and  in  reverent  recognition  of  the 
good  hantl  of  the  Lord  leading  His  people  like  a  Hock. 

The  morning  of  .Sunday  was  attended  with  clouds  and 
mists,  but  the  weather  improved  as  the  day  advanced, 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  face  of  nature  looked  fresh  and 
beautiful,  while  the  air  was  soft  and  balmv.  A  large 
representative  committee  of  the  church  and  parish  had 
weeks  before  been  chosen  to  make  liberal  arrangements 
for  a  significant  observance  of  the  important  anniversary. 
This  committee  consisted  of  the  following-named  gentle- 
men :  — 

REPRESENTING  CHURCH. 
.  Chairman  —  John  G.  Auokn.         Secretary  —  I'i.ti.fk  W.  1'ir.man. 


Jolm  G.  Ahoin, 


ON  COMMUNION  SERVICE. 

Jnlm  W.  Wl.ilir,  I'.ntler  W.  I'inii.ui. 


Chester  W.  Eaton, 
Thomas  J.  Skinner, 


John  W.  White, 
William  IJ.  Deadman, 


Samuel  K.  Hamilton,  Richard  liritton. 

George  H.  Maddock, 


REPRESENTING  PARISH. 

Junius  lieebe,  George  H.  Peirce, 

William  S.  (ireeiiough,        \ViiUam  P.  Pieston. 


SUB-COnniTTEES. 

Kxectitive  committee  lm\  ing  general  charge  of  all  arrangements. 

Junius  Beebe. 


Samuel  K.  Hamilton, 
William  S.  Greenougli 


Chester  W.  Katon, 
Uicliard  Britton, 


ON  INVITATIONS. 

Butler  W.  Firman,  John  W.  Wliitc,  William  P.  Preston. 


kicliard  Britton, 


ON  ENTERTAINMENT. 

William  n.  Deadinan,         GeorL;e  II.  Maddo.  k 


John  W.  White, 


ON  nusic. 

George  H.  Maddock, 


George  H.  Peirce. 


The  committees  were  constituted  and  well  organized 
for  efficient  work  and  good  results.  'I  he  eigiit-page  pro- 
gram, prepared  and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
i-.xecutive  Committee,  was  much  admired.  ()n  tiie  lirst 
page  were  half-tone  engravings  of  the  "  First  Meeting 
House  in  Redding,  1644,"  "Second  Meeting  House  in 
Redding,  1690,"  "  Church  of  the  first  Parish  in  Read- 
ing, 1768,"  and  '■Church  of  the  first  Parish  in  South 
Reading,  1859."  On  the  last  page  was  a  large  engrav- 
ing of  the  "Church  of  the  I'irsl  Parish  in  W'aketield, 
>S9-'-" 

The  [irincipal  exercises  of  the  day  were  held  in  the 
audience  room  of  the  church,  beautifully  decorated  for 
the  occasion,  in  the  presence  of  very  large  congregations,  ' 
including  many  delegates  and  visitors  from  other  churches 
and  neighboring  towns  and  cities  in  response  to  cordial 
invitations  extended  by  the  home  church  and  parir^h,  ,unl 
there  were  man\-  pleasant  greetings  and  reunion-^  lietween 
old  acquaintances  and  friends. 

Such  an  occasion  comes  but  rarely  in  the  history  of 
any  church,  and  the  people  of  the  Old  Parish  and  their 
friends  came  together  and  engaged  in  the  iinpressix'e 
ser\'ices  of  morning,  afterno(;n,  and  evening,  with  a  glad, 
yet  solemn  enthusiasm,  as  if  on  this  lirst  day  of  the  cele- 
bration they  realized  how  reasonable  it  was  to  render 
grateful  adoration  and  acknowledgment  to  the  source  of 
all  l)lessing,  and  invoke  His  benediction  on  the  observ-' 
ances  of  succeeding  days. 

JJountiful  collations  were  ]5ro\  ided  and  ser\  ed  by  the 
hospitable  ladies  of  the  parish  and  the  Entertainment 
Committee,  at  noon  and  eventide,  for  friends  present 
from  out  of  town.  The  music  of  the  day  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  E.  F.  Gorham,  chorister,  was  of  high  order 
and  charmingly  rendered.  The  program  of  serv  ices  was 
appropriately  carried  out  in  the  following  order  : 
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ORDER  OF  MORNING  SERVICE,   10.30  A.  H. 

.    ORGAN.     Largo  Handel 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Wilson,  organist, 

.  DOXOLOGY   

.     INVOCATION'  Rev.  Charles  R.  ISliss 

.    CHORUS.    "  God  of  Ahraluini  Praise  "      ....  Ruck 

Cllnir  of  tliirly  voices  led  by  Mr.  E.       (iorll.ini,  chorister. 

RESPO.NSIVK  RKADING.  Led  by  Rev.  Tliomas  A.  Emerson 

CHORUS.    "  I'ilgrim  Chorus"  Verili 

RKADING  OF  SCRIPTURl'-S  .    .     Rev.  Charles  R.  I'.liss 

PRAV1':R  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace 

RESl'ONSI',.  "  Lift  Thine  I'lyes  "  ....  Mendelssohn 
PRAYER  OF  CONSl'.C  RATION  .     .  Rev.  1  )avid  N.  Reach 

SOLO.    '' Come  unto  Him  "  Handel 

Miss  ( irace  L.  McCobb. 

HYMN.    "Hiindee"  Chortis  and  Congregation 

SERMON  Rev.  David  N.  Reach 

ORIGINAL  HYMN  

Hymn. 


ll'/tt'ii  your  L!lildyf}L  shul/  (i\k  thi'ir  Jiitlii'rs  in  time  to  conw,  saying.  What  iticnn 
thtsf  stoiit"^  <  ThiH  ye  s/iatl  let  your  t/iiii/rt-n  /.ncr.u,  sayi/i:^,  Israel  unite  over  thn 
JorJii/l  OH  ilry  /,;«./.— Jiisilt: A  iv.  21,  J2. 


>4 


Tune,  Migdal  ;  Pa^e  349. 


As  fresh  frnm  walk  tlirough  Jordan's  betl, 
Oil  path  iiLidu  bare  by  tliy  right  liaiul, 

Thy  people  g-iVL*  iheinseKes  anew 
To  thee,  < )  Lord,  on  promised  land  : 

As  stnnig  arms  bure  memorial  stones, 
And  set  tiicm  up  beside  the  sliore, 

To  keep  in  mind  iliy  faithful  pledge, 
Made  to  their  fathers  years  before. 

Si),  meeting  in  this  sacred  house, 
With  gracious  promise  all  around, 

With  i)aths  broad  opened  to  our  feet, 
We  pause,  O  Lord,  on  holy  ground. 


We  utter  consecrating  vows, 

We  rear  our  monuments  of  praise, 
As,  glancing  backward,  we  discern, 
Thy  keeping  grace  through  all  our  days, 

Mother  and  maiden,  sire  and  son 
Have  felt  the  gladness  of  tliy  love. 

Have  found  the  daily  round  of  life 
Honored  with  blessing  from  above. 

The  centuries  have  found  thee  true 
To  those  wiio  sought  to  do  thy  will. 

Our  father's  (lod,  and  no  less  ours, 
Thy  plan  in  us,  for  us  fulfil  ! 

—  A',  /r.  iraliaLe. 


BENEDICTION 
roSTLUDl-:  . 


Rev.  Charles  R.  RHss 
 Batiste 


SUNDAY=SCHOOL  SERVICES. 

Held  in  the  Chapel  at  12.30  v.  m.,  under  the  direction  of  Augustus 
D.  Dimick,  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School. 

OPENING   HYMN  Portugue.se  Hymn 

Responsive  Reading. 

.Superintendent  and  School. 

PRAYIiR   Deacon  John  G.  A  born 

SCRIPTURE  RECITATKJN  AND  SINGING.    "Father,  \Ye 
Thank  Thee  for  the  Night."     By  the  lVin_^ary  Department, 
Under  direction  of  Mr.  George  H.  Mnddock,  Sui)eriiitendent  of  Primary 
I  Jep.Trtnient. 

STATEMICNT  1!Y  Till';  SECRET.\RY  OF  SUNDAY 

SCIIOOI  Alanson  R.  Wiley 

QUARTET.    "  A  Little  Flower"  Rrown 

Misses  I.ili.in  M.  Scovell,  llessie  Anderson,  Jessie  (.'anieron,  and  Alice  Cutter. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SERVICES.  —  Continued . 

ANNIVERSARY  AND  MI'.MORIAL  POEM  (original) 

liy  a  Member  of  the  School 
Mrs. 'i'eni|)eraiue  R.  Wuoilni.tn. 

Rl'lMARRS       1'()RMI:R  I'.vs  roRs  

Rev.  C.  R.  I'.liss,  Rev,  1).  .N.  Dc.icli,  Rev.  R.  \V.  W.illace. 

DOUllLh:  nUARTET.     "God  is  Love"   Dow 

RiaiARKS   I!Y   FORMER  SU  PI-: R I  NTI':ND ENTS  . 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kmerson  and  Henry  L.  l^it^n,  Ksii, 

CLOSING  HN'MN  

Sentence  Response. 

Ant.Supt.  G.  //.  }\ir,-e. — The  Lord  shall  keep  ihec  from  .lU 
evil;  he  shall  keep  thy  soul.  The  Lord  shall  keep  thy  going  out 
and  thy  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore. 

School.  —  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song  ;  and  he  is  become 
niy  salvation.    Gloria  I'atri. 


3  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

COMMUNION  SERVICE.  Conducted  by  Rev.  Daniel  March,  D.D., 
assisted  by  Revs.  Messrs.  C.  R.  lUiss,  T.  A.  I'linerson,  I).  N. 
Reach,  R.  W.  Wallace,  and  II.  L.  Rrickett. 

Remarks  of  special  interest  were  made  Jiy  Mr.  Reach,  itlenti- 
fying  various  articles  used  in  the  service  as  possessing  historic  value 
as  gifts  to  the  churcli  or  connected  with  some  notalile  person  or 
occasion. 


EVENING  SERVICE  AT  6.30  P.  H. 

In  charge  of  Rev.  Charles  R.  liliss. 

1.  ORGAN.    Festival  Offertory  NYiegman 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Wilson,  organist. 

2.  CHORUS.    •' Lord  is  E.xalted "   West 

3.  RI:ADING  OF  SCRH'TURES  

4.  PRAYI'.R   

5.  RI'LSPONSE.    "  Abide  with  Me"   

6.  INTRODUCTORY   ADDRESS   .     .    Rev.  Charles  R.  liliss 

7.  Solo.     "  Fear  Not,  Ye,  O  Israel  "   Rtick 

Mr.  'riioni.ts  L'uslini.ui. 

S.    ADDRESS  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace 

9.    ORIGINAL  IIVMN  Tune,  Wehh 

Hymn. 

Through  virgin  wot>ds  (he  fathers  b"ii!^  since  these  honored  fathers 

Came  lo  lliis  sylvan  lake,  To  their  green  graves  have  passed, 

And  rested  by  its  margin,  But  left  to  those  uIkj  follow 

Their  home  and  liearih  to  make  ;  A  memory  that  shall  last 

tiod's  providence  about  tliem,  C)f  trust  in  a  Jeliovah 

His  cloud  above  their  heads  Whsoc  [iromise  'bideth  true, 

As  surely  as  when  Israel  Whose  love  liaih  signal  power 

Was  through  the  desert  led.  To  make  each  age  anew. 


And  here  tliey  laid  foundations 

Upon  the  primal  sod 
(.)f  house,  and  town,  and  schoolhonse, 

.And  altar  of  tiieir  ( iod. 
With  sturdy  faith  and  [latieuLe, 

With  unremitting  will, 
They  built  so  well  and  truly, 

Their  work  abideth  still. 


We  take  this  memory  saintly, 

And  hold  it  as  a  trust, 
Krom  CIu"istian  men  and  mothers. 

Who  sleei)  with  kindred  dusl. 
We  Utiow  their  faith  and  labors, 

Their  victories,  their  tears  ; 
(lod  give  u^  powLr  thus  to  leave 

Our  imprint  iUi  our  years! 

A'.  //  n 
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10.  Al)l)RKS.SES  BY  I'A.STORS  OF  I.OCAl,  C1IURCII1':.S. 

a  Rev.  Noah  R.  Everts  ISaptist  Church 

b  Mr.  l.ovingo  L.  Greene  .  .  Universalist  Church 
c  Rev.  Austin  II.  Ilerrick    .     .    .     Methodist  Church 

11.  ANTHEM.     "  Cantata  Domino "   l')uck 

12.  ADDRESSl'lS  I'ASTORS  AND  REI'RI:SI':N- 

TATIVES  OF  DAUGHT1':R  CHURCHES, 
a  Mr.  1'".  W.  R.  Pratt.  .  .  Congregational  Church,  Reading 
b  Mr.  J.  W.  Mad  lonald  .  Congregational  Churcli,  Stoneliam 
c  Rev.  H.  L.  lirickett  .  .  Congregational  Church,  Lynnfiekl 
d  Rev.  David  Kilburn,  Congregational  Church,  North  Reading 
e  Addresses  by  other  invited  guests. 

13.  HYMN.     "  Lenox,  No.  377  "    .     .  Chorus  and  Congregation 

14.  CLOSING  ADDRESS  Rev.  David  N.  Reach 

15.  DOXOLOGY  

iT).    RENEDICTION  Rev.  Charles  R.  I'.liss 

17.    POSTLUDE  Whitney 

A  leading  feature  in  tlie  observances  of  the  day  was 
the  historical  discourse  at  the  morning  ser\ice,  by  the 
Rev.  David  N.  Deach,  delivered  with  eloquent  power. 
'The  speaker  went  to  the  foundation  causes  and  principles 
upon  which  the  ciuuch  and  town  were  built,  and  with  a 
masterly  hand  sketched  the  important  intliiences,  events, 
and  epociis,  along  two  and  a  half  centuries  of  growth,  as 
a  frame  work  for  proper  thinking  with  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  the  history,  and  for  realizing  in  some  degree, 
the  mighty  and  insejiarable  part  old  Redding  had  in  tiie 
progressive  life  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  early  days. 

Following  is  tiiis  remarkable  sermon  : 

HISTORICAL  DISCOURSE. 

Rv  Rev.  David  N.  linACir, 

Isaiah  xxx.  I. —  '/'/if  unUierucss  and  tJii'  mlitary  flaie  simll  l<e  glmi  ;  and  the 
desert  shall  rejoice^  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

Genesis  xlix.  23,  24  (in  part).  —  The  arc/iers  have  sorely  grieved  him,  and 
shot  at  hini^  and  perseented  him  :  hid  his  bo^v  abode  in  strejigtli.,  and  the  arms  of  his 
hands  "iuere  made  strong  by  the  hands  0/  the  Mighty  One  of  fa^  ob. 

Psalm  Cxxvi.  3.  —  J^ie  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  its  ;  ivhereof  lue  are 
glad. 

As  the  town  is  the  unit  of  political  life,  so  that  the  life  of  the 
State  and  nation  is  as  the  life  of  its  towns  and  cities,  so  the  history 
of  a  State  or  of  a  nation  is  the  history  of  its  municipalities.  What 
they  are,  it  is.    To  understand  it,  you  must  understand  them. 

We  have  been  building  up,  by  God's  blessing,  a  great  nation  here 
in  America,  and  our  own  commonwealth  has  had  a  large  hand  in 
that  up-building ;  but  what  the  nation  has  been,  and  the  common- 
wealth has  been,  that  its  cities  and  towns  have  been.  These  have 
made  those.  Each  has  helped.  The  towns  originally  constituting 
old  Reading  have  helped.  liver  since  I  have  known  anything 
adequately  about  their  history,  it  has  been  my  profound  conviction 
that  they  have  helped  in  an  extraordinary  degree, —  that  they  have 
had  an  extraordinary  history. 

It  is  fortunate  for  our  local  history,  that  it  has  had  such  a  student 
and  antiquarian  for  it  as  the  late  Hon.  Lilley  Eaton, —  a  man  of  fine 
intellectual  power  ;  of  humor,  without  which  one  cannot  understand 
history;  of  vivid  imagination,  deep  poetical  feeling,  and  tender  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  influences  of  nature  ;  and  by  birth  and  lineage  con- 
secrated to  his  task.  His  work  is  one  of  the  vej>y  best  of  our  town 
histories,  affluent  in  detail,  thorough,  and  (what  is  a  prime  merit) 
interesting  on  every  page. 

It  is  also  fortunate  for  our  local  history, —  inasmuch  as  the  history 
of  the  First  Parish  is  very  much  a  key  to  it, —  that,  at  the  time  when 
the  Centennial  of  the  nation  deeply  stirred  the  historical  spirit,  par- 
ticularly of  New  luigland,  the  then  minister  of  this  church,  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  P.iiss,  jjrepared  his  "Historical   Sketch."     He  had  at 


that  time  been  pastor  fourteen  years,  and  knew  dce|)ly,  out  of  actual 
life,  the  spirit  of  the  town.  The  beginning  of  his  pastorate,  more- 
over, ran  back  much  nearer  to  the  original  rural  conditions  of  tliis 
neighborhood  than  almost  any  writer  can  go  nf)w  ;  he  had  had  per- 
sonal touch  with  aged  persons  who  were  familiar,  not  only  with  the 
traditions  of  the  town,  but  with  the  temper  of  its  earlier  inliabitants, 
—  a  matter  which  traililion  is  able  to  bring  down  witli  singular 
accuracy,  — and  he  had  tlie  leisure  requisite  for  wide  reading  in  con- 
nection with  the  suliject;  consequently,  his  story  of  the  life  of  tlie 
church,  and  his  sketeli  of  its  eiglit  pastors  down  lo  and  incliKling  the 
Rev.  Reuben  Emeison,  who  died  in  iSl'io,  must  ever  remain  a 
])amphlet  invaltiable  for  reference  to  students,  and  a  terse,  Iru^t- 
worthy,  and  deeply  interesting  monograph. 

Rut  neither  of  these  writers,  who  must  ever  merit  our  deepest 
gratitude,  has  done  a  certain  sometliing  neetling  to  be  done.  It  was 
not  their  errand  to  do  it.  They  devoted  themselves  to  gathering 
materials  and  presenting  accurate  and  vivid  [lictures.  What  is 
wanted,  what  could  not  be  done  at  such  a  stage  of  the  work  as  was 
theirs,  but  what  awaits  an  adequate  hand,  is,  if  you  will  not  mis- 
understand the  expression,  a  philosopliy  of  this  history.  History  is 
of  its  utmost  use  oidy  when  its  meaning  stands  forth  luminous. 
What  is  the  essenti.il  antl  primary  significance  of  the  history  of 
Reading?  What  was  unitpie  and  peculiar  al.)Outit?  To  what  was 
tliat  due  ?     What  were  llie  causes  at  work  ?     1  low  did  they  operate  ? 


REV,  DAVID  N.  BEACH. 

What  is  it  that  has  maile  Reatling,  in  its  oUl  boinids,  an  inseparable 
and  mighty  part  of  all  that  this  commonwealth  has  so  mightily 
meant  to  the  world  ? —  a  i)art  as  inseparable  and  mighty,  I  have  long 
been  of  opinion,  as  that  afforded  by  any  other  of  our  munici|jalities, 
not  excepting  Roston  itself.  Of  course  its  ftmction  was  not  so  large 
or  so  conspicuous  as  tluu  of  Poston,  the  metropolis,  or  as  that  of 
Cambridge,  the  seat  of  the  imiversity,  or  as  that  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  the  shrines  of  patriotism,  etc.  ;  but,  in  essential  and  lasting 
service,  though  nroving  in  sidiordiuate  ranges,  it  has  been,  in  my 
judgment,  second  to  none. 

When  asked  to  speak  here  this  morning,  I  was  badly  presseil  by 
work  already  in  hand  ;  nor  coukl  1  foresee  that  special  and  pro- 
tracted labors  regarding  an  important  legislative  measure  would, 
almost  at  once,  crowd  themselves  on  my  time,  conscience,  and 
heart;  but  I  accepted  the  honor,  and  undertook  the  task,  in  the 
hope  that  I  might,  perha])s,  make  some  small  begimiings  toward  the 
needed  work.  In  this  I  have  not  succeeded  the  least  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. Rut  what  I  have  been  alile  to  accomplish  amidst  burdens  of 
work  almost  too  great  to  lie  borne,  I  now  offer,  —  and  without 
apology,  for,  lurder  extraordinary  stress,  it  is  the  best  that  I  have 
been  able  to  do. 


A  !>i', 
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TWO  HUNDRED  ANM)  I'  l Fl'l  K  T 1 1  ANNIVKRSARY 


LILLKV  EATON.  In  nearly  every  town  of  our  coni- 
inonvvealth  there  may  be  found  some  citizen  who, 
more  than  any  otiier,  is  concerned  in  the  administration 
of  its  affairs,  and  famihar  willi  its  liistory  and  institutions. 
Such  a  man  in  respect  to  \Val<erieid  was  tiie  hite  Lilley 
Eaton. 

Descended  through  an  honorable  ancestry  from  the  fust 
sturdy  settlers  of  the  town,  he  lias  himself  recorded  that 
he  delighted  "  to  inquire  after  the  old  paths  and  to  walk 
therein." 

J5rought  up  in  the  village  store  of  his  father,  who  was 
active  in  municipal  aff.iirs,  the  observant  son  became 
early  accustomed  to  the  transaction  of  town  business,  and 
absorbed  the  best  traditions  of  the  elders.    The  house 
in  which  was  this  store  was  erected  in  1804,  and  then 
the  most  imposing  structure  of  the  village,  and  is  still 
standing  at    the    corner  of 
Main  and  Salem  Streets,  It 
became  known  as  the  "  Pil- 
grim's Hotel,"  as  being  the 
general   resort  of  transient 
clergymen  and  other  breth- 
ren   of    the    owner's  faith, 
where  the)'  always  found  a 
cordial   welcome.      ( )n  the 
third   Hoor  of  tliis  mansion 
was    the    consecrated  and 
spacious  "  meeting  chamber" 
used  by  the  earnest  members  ; 
of  the  young  Baptist  Society,  . 
of    which    the    senior  Mr. 
Eaton  was  one  of  the  found-  ; 
ers,  for  their  religious,  social 
and    conference    meetings.      ;  ^ 
In  such  an  atmosphere  did  i,:.;, 
Lilley    l-'.aton,  the    third  of       y-  ' 
that    name,  pass    his  boy- 
hood, and  his  mind  and  soul 
expand.      He  fitted  for  col- 
lege at  Bradford  Academy, 
but  was  called  home  by  the 
sudden  death  of  his  father,      -  *.  c-  -.i 
in  1 82 2,  to  assume  the  large 
responsibilities  which  natur- 
ally devolved  upon  him  as  eldest  son  and  successor  in 
business.    As  years  and  experience  developed  his  powers, 
by  his  tastes  and  abilities,  and  the  favor  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  filled  nearly  every  official  position  of  the 
municipality.    It  is  probable  there  never  was  a  citizen  of 
the  town  who  occupied  so  many  local  offices  for  so  long 
periods  as  did   Mr.   Eaton,   and  he  became  perfectly 
familiar  with  every  detail  of  town  affairs,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  law  to  the  same. 

He  was  selectman  twenty-five  years,  a  member  of  the 
school  board  nearly  as  long,  and  generally  chairman  of 
each.  He  was  town  clerk  twenty  years,  representative 
seven  years,  senator  two  years,  trustee  of  Public  Library 
from  its  establishment,  justice  of  the  peace  thirty-eight 
years,  and  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in 
1853.    He  was  for  many  years  the  principal  writer  of 


deeds  and  wills  in  the  town,  transacted  considerable  pro- 
bate business,  and  attended  as  administrator,  executor, 
and  guaidian,  U)  the  settlement  of  man)'  estates,  and  his 
prol)ity  and  laithlulness  were  never  questioned.  lie  was 
treasurer  (if  the  Soutii  Reading  Mechanic  and  Agricul- 
tural Institution  and  cashier  of  the  South  Reading  I'.ank 
(afterward  the  National  liank  of  South  Reading),  frum 
their  organization,  respectively,  until  his  death.  During 
his  active  business  life  of  nearly  half  a  centiii)',  tliere  was 
hardly  a  movement  or  enterprise  tor  llu.'  honor  or  im- 
pi'o\ement  of  the  town,  Init  Mr.  Eaton  had  an  inllnenlial 
part.  In  this  connection  might  be  named  the  South  Reail- 
ing  Academy,  the  Town  House  of  1834,  the  South  Reail- 
ing  Stage  Company,  the  High  School,  the  South  Reading- 
Mechanic  and  Agricultural  I  nstitution,  the  South  Reailing 
Lyceiuu,  the    South    Reading    Hank,  the  Citizens'  (las- 

Right  (  ompany,  the  Public 
Library  and  Reading  Room, 
tile  Lakeside  Ceiueter)',  and 
the  change  of  the  town'b 
name.  ,Mr.  Eaton  had  a 
genuine  lo\'e  for  his  nali\-e 
town,  and  was  jealous  for  her 
just  fame,  and  the  crowning 
evidence  of  this  lo\  e,  and  tfie 
best  monument  (jf  his  genius 
ma\'  be  found  in  the  "liis- 
tory of  Reading,"  including 
the  present  towns  of  Wake- 
field, Reatling,  and  North 
Reading.  To  this  work  he 
ga\'e  years  of  his  best  tlujught 
\  and  labor.     1 1  is  lamp  ol  life 

'-■'^  "o'wv'  out  befoie  the  later 

•i  chronicles  were    Cjuite  com- 

pleted, the  finishing  touches 
and  appropriate  additions 
were  gixen  b)'  the  accom- 
plished hands  of  his  brother, 
|ohn  Sullivan  Eaton,  and  the 
work  printed  in  1874.  At 
the  Reading  l!i-centennial, 
in  1S44,  Mr.  Eaton  was  called 
to  the  honor  of  being  poet  ot 
the  day,  and  his  production  delivered  on  tliat  occasion 
has  become  historic. 

Mr.  Eaton's  personal  traits  were  attractive,  and  his 
bearing  marked  by  a  natural  urbanity,  a  true  index  to  a 
kind  heart.  He  was  in  his  later  years  a  constant  atten- 
dant at  the  Congregational  Church,  and  acce])ted  the 
truths  of  the  gospel  in  their  more  direct  and  personal 
mea  ning. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  the  son  of  Lilley  Eaton,  the  grandson 
of  Lilley  Eaton,  and  descended  from  the  early  settler, 
Jonas  P'/aton. 

He  was  born  Jan.  13,  1802,  and  died  from  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy,  Jan.  16,  1872.  He  married  I'lliza  Nichols,  of 
an  olil  Reading  famil)-,  and  left  four  sons,  lleiir)-  I,. 
Eaton,  Stillman  A.  I-'aion,  lA'erett  \V.  h'aton,  and  Chester 
\V.  Eaton. 


LILLEY  EATON, 


t 
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I.  jux'i'M'f )Si'rR)N  'I'o  Till':  karlv  si'rrTLi';Mi':NTs. 

Remembering  that  the  I'lyiiioiith  Colony  had  ten  years  the  start 
of  that  of  Massachusetts  ISay,  with,  for  the  respective  colonies,  1620 
and  i6jo  as  the  initial  years,  we  have  these  settlements  preceding 
us  on  our  sitle  of  the  Charles  River:  — 

In  1630  :  Salem, 

Charlestown  (almost  coincidently  with  lioston), 

Watertown,  and 

Medford. 
In  1631  :  Lynn  (as  Saugus),  and 

(.'andjridge  (as  Newtowne ;  settlement  renewed  in  1636). 
In  1633:  Marblehead  (or  Marble  Harbor). 
In  1634 :  Ipswich.  .       .  1 

In  1635:  Newbnry,  and    \    ■'   ■.  •  ■, 

Concord.  .      ^  .. 

In  1639:  Rowley,  and 

Sudbury.  '  ■  ' 

In  1640  :  .Salisl)ury.  ■  ■  ' 

In  1641  :  Ilaverliill.  .  \ 

In  1642  :  Gloucester,  and 

\Vol)urn. 
In  1643:  Weiiham  (as  luion). 

It  is  obvious  from  this  exhibit  that,  at  our  incorporation  in  1644, 
aside  from  settlements  upon  or  very  near  the  coast  and  along 
the  Charles  River,  we  had  west  of  us  only  Woburn  (1642),  Concord 
(1635),  and  .Sudbury  (1639);  and  uortli  of  us  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  .State,  only  Haverhill  (i(')_|i),on  the  Merrimack.  There 
were,  indeed,  very  slight  settleinenis  in  wliat  is  now  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  settlers  at  Concord  and  Sudbury  had  pushed  west  from 
Watertown,  and  lliose  at  Haverhill  had  pushed  up  the  Merrimack 
from  nearer  tlie  coast,  so  that,  in  the  instance  of  each  settlement, 
their  tide-water  Ijase  was  different  from  ours.  These  towns,  too, 
were  so  far  removed  from  us,  tliat,  asiile  from  Wolmrn,  which  only 
preceded  us  by  two  years,  and  actually  began  scarcely  so  soon,  we 
were,  as  an  early  town  record  complains,  practically  a  frontier,  in 
addition  to  our  different  tide-water  base. 

Wiiat  made  us  more  so  was  the  fact  that,  in  distinction  from 
Woburn  and  the  later  Maiden  ( 1 6^i)),  which  were  in  close  connection 
with  Charlestown  and  Medford  by  distinct  antl  natural  northward 
rinining  valleys,  we  were  thrown  off  into  a  more  isolated  section  of 
wild  country  over  the  broken  tracts  separating  us  from  Lynn. 

It  was  our  function,  moreover,  to  be  a  distinctly  agricidtural  and 
pastoral  comnnmily,  with  little  density  of  settlement,  and  with  little 
manufacture  and  little  trade  for  a  very  long  period.  Our  territory, 
also,  for  long,  was  very  widespread.  We  might  have  constituted 
a  moderate  sized  county  for  a  good  while. 

This  was  our  ju.xtaposition,  —  practically  a  frontier,  much  iso- 
lated, agricultural,  pastoral,  widely  scattered,  and  doing  wliatever 
we  did  under  those  influences  upon  the  mind,  the  feelings,  the  im- 
agination, etc.,  which  such  a  state  of  the  case  would  involve.  It 
must  needs  involve  a  hard  struggle  for  bread,  special  exposure  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  Indian  Wars,  and  conditions  in  which  educa- 
tion could  not,  at  the  first,  be  much  developed.  We  were,  in  fact, 
complained  of  at  the  County  Court  in  16S0,  thirty-six  years  after 
incorporation,  for  having  too  poor  a  school.  In  this  disadvantage, 
however,  we  had  a  partial  recompense  in  the  very  superior  intellec- 
tual qualifications  of  the  first  four  ministers  of  tire  town  (down  to 
1709). 

The  conditions  involved  in  the  state  of  things  thus  briefly  sug- 
gested, I  commend  to  the  careful  thought  of  all,  and  to  the  investi- 
gation of  the  historical  student.  Such  conditions  play  a  large  part 
in  determining  local  tendencies.  To  other  settlmnents,  correspond- 
ingly important,  but  more  compact  and  more  in  touch  with  trade, 
Reading  was  in  much  the  same  relation  that  the  Highlands  were  to 
the  Lowlands  in  Scotland,  or  in  which  .Scotland  itself  was  for  cen- 
turies to  England.  In  these  conditions,  coupled  with  the  possession 
of  a  learned,  godly,  and  exceptionally  strong  ministry,  are  to  be 
sought  the  fotmtains  of  certain  great  traits  which  have  always 
marked  this  community.    So  subtle  and  mysterious  are  all  origins, 


those  of  inilivitlu.ils,  of  communities,  of  peoples.    So  is  human  des- 
tiny inseparably  linked  with  its  formative  anteceilents. 

II.    ACK  AND  AGE-TOUCH  OF  Till'.  I'lRST  SKTTLhlRS. 

Of  the  forty-one  names  appearing  on  our  first  church  roll,  five 
(and  they  apparently  stand,  in  the  family  relation,  for  at  least  ten  of 
the  forty-one)  are  known  to  us  by  their  approximate  birth  years  as 
follows  :  — 

William  Cowdrey,  1602. 
Dea.  Thomas  I'arker,  160^ 
'I'homas  M.irsluill,  161  3. 
Thom.is  I'e.irsou,  1(115. 
William  1  loopoi ,  1 1 > I  7. 

To  these  add  :  — 

Richard  Walker  (early  settler),  1592. 
Isaac  Hart  (husband  of  a  member),  1615. 
These  seven  names  give  us  the  following  ages  at  incorporation  :  — 
Walker,  aged  52. 
Cowdrey,  aged  42. 
Parker,  aged  39. 
Marshall,  aged  31. 
Pearson  and  1  lart,  each  agetl  29. 
Hooper,  aged  27. 

Average  age,  35 '4. 

Inasmuch  as  most  of  the  Reading  men  had  been  in  Lynn  or  else- 
where in  the  colony  before  that  date,  tliiity-five  and  a  half  years  is 
none  too  small  an  average  age  for  men  circiiui^tauced  as  these  were  ; 
and  these  five,  for  our  church  roll  of  forty-one,  or  these  seven,  for 
the  thirty  earliest  householders  given  Ijy  Mr.  L.iton  ( 1  listory,  pp.  3,  4), 
may  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  tht-  ages  of  those  here  at  the  linn- 
of  incorporation.  There  were,  doubtless,  younger  men  and  womun 
and  older  men  and  women  here;  but,  by  this  metlnul  of  eslim.iting, 
thirty-five  and  a  half  years  was  the  stand. ird  ;  or,  in  other  uord>, 
the  full  vigor  of  early  middle  life.  It  helps  us  thus  to  think  of  the-^e 
first  English  dwellers  about  our  lakes. 

I!nt  there  is  another  aspect  of  these  ages.  1 1  involves,  also  help- 
fully to  us,  their  age-touch.  Walker,  born  approximately  in  1592, 
and  fifty-two  at  incorporation,  was  eleven  years  old  when  Queen  Lli/,,i- 
beth  died,  and  twenty-four  years  old  when  Shakespeare  died.  He 
may  have  seen  l-.li/abeth  (in  f.ict  we  have  three  I'di/abeths,  at  le.ist, 
among  the  first  settler^,  —  1  hirl,  Taylor,  Wiley) ;  he  may  possibly 
have  seen  Shakespeare  play  (he  witlulrew  from  the  stage  the  )e.ir  nf 
I'^lizabeth's  ileath)  ;  he  may  re.idilv  have  seen  Shakespeare,  the  man, 
who  did  not  die  until  1616.  He  would  have  lieen  exceedingly  likely 
to,  if,  like  some  of  the  fathers  of  our  toun,  he  came  from  the 
Thames  Valley,  through  not  a  little  of  which  Shakespeare  used  to 
journey  in  going  back  antl  forth  between  Stratford  ami  Lontlon. 
Moreover,  he  was  born  only  four  years  after  the  .Aim.ul.i,  when 
England  was  first  delivered  from  the  terror  of  Philip  11.  of  .Spain, 
and  most  likely  knew  men  who  liad  fought  in  the  Xetherland^ 
against  Philip,  and  wiio  hatl  witnesseil  the  awful  tortures  inflicted  by 
Alva  in  the  Low  Comitries.  ,So  near  are  we  brought,  through  the 
forefathers  of  these  dales,  to  the  age  when  I'".ngland's  first  mighty 
national  consciousness  awoke ;  to  the  epoch  when  civil  lilierty  was 
brought  forth  in  blootl  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  to  the  great,  full- 
orbed  morning  of  iMiglish  literature.  In  f.ict,  W.dker  w.is  nineteen 
years  olil  when  that  model  of  and  inciteUiLUt  to  pure  l.nglish,  the 
King  James  version  of  the  liible,  first  a|)peareil  (1611);  andth.it 
classic  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  his  age,  on  its  ajipearance,  that 
our  own  com|ileted  revision  of  18S5  stands  to  the  age  of  <ine  burn 
in  1866. 


HI. 
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Put  we  must  jiress  on  to  matters  more  personal  still  :  — 
(Dea.)  Thomas  Parker  (aged  30)  :  sailed  from  London,  .'\pril  13,  1635, 

by  ship  "  .Susan  a\ul  I'.llen  "  (Richard  .Saltonstall  was  a  fellow 

passenger),  I'xlward  Payne,  master,  for  New  lOngland. 
William  Hooper  (aged  iS),  and  Thomas  Marshall  (aged  22)  :  —  sailed 

from  London,  July  13,  1635,  by  ship  "James,"   John  May, 

master,  for  New  England. 


40 


TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIF'l'IK  ril  ANN  I  VKRSA  RY 


LUCIUS  HEEHE  was  born  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  March 
2,  1810,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Stewart  and  Sophia 
Beebe.  His  father  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  College 
and  a  law)'er,  but  the  son,  independent  of  ancestry  and 
with  a  youthful  vigor  which  marked  all  his  future  course, 
set  out  about  the  age  of  fifteen  years  to  secure  for  him- 
self favor  and  fortune.  He  soon  found  employment  at 
the  Yantic  Factory  in  Norwich,  Conn.  At  tiie  age  of 
eighteen,  he  lt)ok  charge  ot  one  of  the  departments  on  a 
liberal  salary,  which  position  he  retained  until  1834,  when, 
in  connection  with  four  brothers,  having  now  the  means 
and  experience  to  conduct  a  business  for  himself,  he 
opened  a  store  in  New  C)rleans,  with  an  office  in  lioston 
where  Mr.  I'eebe  had  charge  of  the  business  in  the 
North,  for  the  sale  of  cotton  and  for  the  purchase  of 
merchandise  for  the  New  ( )rleans  store. 

He  married,  in  1836,  Miss 
Selenda  Morris,  of  Wilbra-  .    .  ■. 

ham,  who  died  in  1869.  'I'hey  „ 
had  twelve  children.  After  f_ 
the  war  he  continued  the  v  i 
cotton   business   in    ISoston     "'  .   . /^^' 

with  two  of  his  sons,  under       J  '  f 

the  tirm  name  o  f  Lucius  f. 
Beebe  &  Co.,  and  also  en-  '  '■' 
irasred  in  the  leather  business 
with  three  other  sons,  imder 
the  style  of  Lucius  Beebe  & 
Sons.  Mr.  Beebe  began 
housekeeping  in  Cambridge, 
in  1844,  removed  to  Melrose 
in  185  I,  and  thence  to  South 
Reading,  now  Wakefield,  in 
1852,  purchasing  the  large 
estate  formerly  o  f  Haley 
Forrester,  of  Salem,  pleas- 
antly situated  on  the  eastern 
border  of  Lake  ()uannapo- 
witt.  This  was  his  home 
until  the  time  of  his  sudden 
death,  which  occurred  April 
15,  1884,  aged  seventy-four 
years.  Air.  Beebe  was  a 
C]uiet,    imobtrusi\'e  citi/en, 

i)ut  was  awake  to  the  interest  of  the  town  of  his  adoi:)tion. 
He  was  no  oHice  seeker,  yet  many  offices  in  the  gift  of 
the  town  and  of  organizations  were  bestowed  upon  him. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Bublic  Library  from  its  forma- 
tion in  1856.  In  1868  the  library  took  the  name  of 
"  IJeebe  Town  Library  of  Wakefield "  in  his  honor,  he 
having  contributed  liberally  of  his  means  and  his  inHu- 
ence  toward  its  support.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  for  several  years  its 
chairman.  He  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  for 
some  years,  was  trustee  of  the  Wakefield  Savings  Hank, 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  South  Reading,  presi- 
dent of  the  Wakefield  Real  Estate  and  Building  Associa- 
tion, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-four  years,  had  been 
executor  and  trustee  in  the  settlement  of  large  estates. 
In  politics  he  was  always  a  conservative  democrat, 


LUCIUS  BEEBE 


casting  his  fii'st  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1852.  In 
1880  he  ser\'ed  in  the  State  Legislatin-e,  lieiug  cieetcd 
over  the  republican  candidate,  though  the  town  had  a 
republic.in  majority.  lie  served  on  the  comniiUee  on 
banks  and  hanking.  In  the  autumn  of  18.S0,  he  was 
nominated  as  representative  to  Congress  by  the  demo- 
crats of  the  iMfth  District,  but  was  defeated  by  the  lion. 
Selwyn  /.  bowman.  Though  pr(jsperous  in  business  he 
was  not  entirel)'  exempt  from  the  "  ills  lo  w  hich  llcsh  is 
heir."  His  New  ( )rleans  store  was  burned  in  183.S.  and 
his  boston  store  was  also  destroyed  b\-  fire  Now  9,  1872, 
sustaining  heavy  losses  in  both  cases.  Mr.  lleelje  shared 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  town.  Ills 
interest  in  the  fire  department  was  I'ecogni/ed  1)_\'  the 
bestowal  of  his  name  on  the  fnie  Silsby  Steamer,  the  pro- 
tectoi"  of  oui-  dwellings.  He  was  ch.dnuan  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  erection  of  the 
^     .  Hamilton    School  building. 

He  was  one  of  the  corpora- 
tors of  the  Wakefield  Water 
'       -  Company,   ami    man)-  (jther 

corporations  and  organiza- 
tions within  the  limits  of  the 
town  received  his  syinp.itiu- 
and  favor.  I n  l:)eginnin;r  his 
.,  business  career,  Mr.  Beebe 

placed  himself  iipon  the 
great  fouiulati(;n  principles 
of  temperance  and  moral  it}', 
with  the  golden  rule  seem- 
'"n'y  iinpressecl  upon  h  i  s 
mind.  F'idelity  to  sucli  a 
creed  made  him  a  man  of 
unbending  integrity  and  of 
unsullied  character.  For  his 
niany  excellencies  of  charac- 
ter he  was  held  in  unusual  es- 
teem b)-  all  who  had  the  favor 
of  his  ac(|uaintance.  The 
tribute  of  resjDcct  to  his  mem- 
or)  on  the  occasion  of  his 
death  has  never  been  sur- 
passed in  the  history  of  the 
town  of  his  adopli(jn.  Mem- 
bers of  other  conununities  who  knew  his  woilh  have 
spoken  witii  e(|ual  emphasis,  as  witness  the  testimon\'  of 
the  F]xecuti\e  Committee  of  the  .\ew  h'.nglantl  Shoe  and 
Leather  Association  at  a  meeting  hekl  in  iJoston,  to 
testify  their  respect  for  their  late  associate  : 

'•  /u'so/jut/,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  lieebe  we  rec(jg- 
nize  the  loss  of  one  of  our  best  and  wisest  mendiers, 
whose  acquaintance  was  an  inspiration,  and  whose  pres- 
ence was  a  benediction. 

"  A'l'so/Tt'i/,  That  we  will  cherish  his  memory  as  that  ot 
an  honorable  merchant,  a  good  citizen  and  steadfast  friend, 
as  one  kind  to  the  needy  and  ever  ready  to  assist  an 
honest  man  struggling  against  adverse  circumstances. 

"  /iiSo/Tti/,  That  the  strict  integrity,  the  Christian 
charity,  the  faithful  industry,  the  generous  public  spirit, 
and  the  life-long  temperance  principles  and  habits  of  oiu" 
departed  friend,  make  up  a  character  which  we  conmiend 
to  all  men  as  worthy  of  imitation." 


OK  THE  ANCFENT  TOWN  OK  REDDINO. 
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Of  these,  Parker  aiul  Marsliall  hail  Ijoth  been  at  Lynn  before 
coming  to  Reading,  and  it  is  proliablc  that  Hooper  iiad,  also.  The 
fact  that  Hooper  and  Marshall  came  out  together,  and  within  three 
months  of  Parker's  coming,  and  that  all  three  of  them  were  probably 
at  Lynn,  and  came  to  Reading,  starts  the  very  natural  suggestion 
that  there  was  a  connection  between  their  coming.  Hooper  and 
Marshall  were  nearly  of  the  same  age,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of 
ten  years  yoiuiger  than  I'arker.  Tradition  tells  us  tliat  Parker  came 
from  Reading  in  luigland.  How  natuial  lliat  the  other  two  should 
have  come  thence,  also,  since  they  sailed  from  the  same  port,  a  port 
near  to  the  English  Heading,  sailed  so  close  together,  came  to  the 
same  place,  and  then  came  here  together.  Let  us  suppose  that  these 
three  men  were  alike  deeply  interested  in  tlie  religious  questions  of 
the  time;  that  I'arkur  was  in  the  same  spiritual  relation  to  the  two 
yoimger  as  some  of  the  young  men  in  this  church  at  present  are  to 
other  young  men  considerably  their  junicns;   that  he  inspired  them 


That  more  important  part  was  thus  nearly  in  the  same  relation  to 
the  Thames  on  the  north,  and  the  Kennet  on  the  south,  as  that 
portion  of  Wakefield  immediately  south  of  tliis  church  is  in  relation 
to  Lake  Quannapowitt  on  the  north,  and  Crystal  Lake  on  the 
south.  And,  inasmuch  as  the  center  of  the  settlement,  the  location 
of  the  first  meeting-house,  was  in  |)rei:isely  this  juxtaposition  to  two 
S|)arkling  bits  of  water;  inasmuch,  moreover,  as  the  eastern  portion 
of  tile  County  of  Herkshire,  in  which  the  iMiglish  Reading  lies,  is 
very  similar  in  its  general  uniluKiting  formation,  and  in  some  pecu- 
liarities of  its  soil,  to  the  territory  which  constituted  our  own  then 
widespread  Reading,  —  it  is  difficult  to  escape  the  strong  surmise 
that  these  three  earnest  men,  with  a  similar  local  origin,  and  with 
similar  profouiul  religious  convictions,  following  up  the  .Saugus 
(like  the  Thames)  to  the  two  streams  ami  their  lake  sources,  which 
feed  it,  lighted  upon  this  section  as  most  answering  to  those  home 
surrountlings  anudst  which  fheir  lives  liad  begun.  * 


THE  BEEBE  HOMESTEAD. 

Nuw  llic  re^idcMuu  of  Mr.  Junius  lleebc,  M.iin  Strucl,  Wakclicltl. 


with  that  purpose  of  migration  which  animated  him;  and,  that,  a 
little  apart,  by  reason  of  local  necessities,  they  made  their  way 
hither.  How  natural  that  tliey  should  form  a  nucleus  of  the  new 
settlement  !  And  if  there  were  deep,  local,  as  well  as  religious  mov- 
iugs,  what  may  not  they  have  had  to  do  with  the  selection  of  this 
particular  place  for  settlement,  and  with  the  early  temper  of  the 
town  ? 

ISut  there  is  another  point.  Reading  in  luigland  is  situated  thirty- 
five  miles  from  London,  and  a  little  more  than  hal^the  way  between 
that  city  and  Oxford.  Its  iiresent  population  is  nearly  seventy  thou- 
sand. 1 1  was  tlien,  however,  only  a  small,  though  important,  town.  So 
much  of  it  as  then  existed  lay  jnst  above  the  continence  of  the  east- 
ward flowing  Thames  and  the  river  Kennet,  which  falls  into  the 
Thames  nearly  in  the  ^.nne  direction  ,is  thai  runs,  but  on  its  south 
side.  The  town  lay  on  both  sides  the  Kennet,  but  its  more  impor- 
tant part  was  between  the  waters  of  the  Kennet  and  the  Thames. 


The  waters  to  the  north  and  to  the  south,  the  be.uitiful  hills,  the 
promise  of  excellent  farming  opportunities,  the  impulse  to  set  up  an 
ideal  community,  which  h.ul  been  impossible  along  those  precious 
waters  at  home,  very  likely,  as  it  seems  to  nie,  had  to  do  with  this 
locating  of  the  town,  and  with  the  impulses  which  marked  its  first 
decades. 


* 'I'lie  writer  visited  iMigl.uid  in  tliu  summer  following  the  aunivers.try,  w  itli,  for 
one  of  liis  [lurposus,  .1  visit  to  .uid  invcsli,;iations  at  the  Motlier  'I'owii.  'I'lie 
UTiforeseeu  duty  of  going  to  Norw.iy,  .is  well  .is  to  I'jn;land,  in  the  limited  time 
.illuited  to  liis  .\bseiice,  hindered  him  fioni  L.irr\iuL;  out  this  purpose.  liep.xssed. 
however,  repe.itedly  ihiough  Ke.iding,  iu  trips  between  Oxford  and  London.  'I'he 
country  at  that  point  is  flatter  tliaii  that  between  the  two  Massaehuselts  waters,  and 
not  so  pii  turestpie.  Nevertlieless,  the  quiet  iMiglisli  stre.mis  are  not  unsiiggestix'e 
of  the  two  l.ikes  ,11  W'-ikelield,  and  of  their  issuini;  stre.ims  whiLh  iniite  to  form  the 
Saugus.  (See,  in  this  tonuettiou,  elsewhere  iu  this  \oluniL',  the  interesting  and 
suggestive  article  by  Chester  W.  l.aton,  lOsq.,  on  the  luighsli  Reading,  lie  having 
visited  it  in  the  summer  of  1S95.) 


'-  ■I  '  ti''H 

f'    I.'     '    III'  . 
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Hut  what  was  tliat  luiglisli  Reading,  Ijetweeii  its  Ijeaiitiful  waters, 
in  the  fair  valley  of  the  Thames,  almost  midway  between  London 
and  Oxford,  along  the  route  of  travel  wliich  Shakespeare  woulil 
almost  invariably  take  between  J-ondon  and  Stratford  ?  It  was  a 
deeply  earnest  place.  It  was  engaged  in  that  home  type  of  manu- 
facturing which  gave  such  strength  to  the  English  towns  of  that 
period,  and  helped  make  modern  l^ngland  possible.  <  hily  a  little 
before  this  time,  one  of  its  cloth  manufacturers  had  becjueathed  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  the  erection  of  an  ample  building,  in  which 
to  accommodate  poor  but  honest  craftsmen  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  work.  Those  were  to  have  preference  who  were  engaged, 
like  the  donor,  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  ;  but  other  artisans  were 
not  excluded.  1  lere,  less  than  twenty  years  earlier  than  Walker's 
birth,  namely,  in  1573,  had  been  born  William  Laud,  made  bishop 
of  London  in  162S,  and  Archbisliop  of  Canterbury  in  i'')j3,  and 
beheaded  the  very  year  of  our  incorporation,  liy  the  Long  Parliament, 
because  of  the  persecutions,  inider  ('harles  L,  which  he  had  ad- 
vised. Laud  himself  speaks  of  his  somewhat  humble  origin,  as, 
nevertheless,  respectable  and  true,  his  father  having  been  a  manu- 
facturer. 

In  this  earnest  linglish  town  of  self-respecting  artisans,  with  ex- 
cellent institutions,  with  the  beginnings  of  a  sociological  temper, 
with  a  strong  religious  spirit,  and  with  a  capacity  to  develop  a  man 
so  serious  as  Laud  (though  J,aiid,  indeed,  went  such  unwarrantable 
lengths  of  persecution  as  to  have  caused  the  migrations  to  ISfassa- 
chusetts  ISay,  which  marked  the  decade  from  1630  to  1640),  appear 
to  have  dwelt  that  mind,  or  those  minds,  which  wielded  the  leading 
influence  in  our  own  Reading. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  im])ortance  that  this  whole  matter  should  be 
thoroughly  investigated  ;  in  fact,  that  all  our  first  settlers  should  have 
done  for  them  that  thorough  work  in  the  examination  of  Lnglish 
records  wiiich  has  been  recently  so  successful  in  bringing  to  view  the 
antecedents  of  John  Harvard.  The  purpose  of  such  an  investiga- 
tion would  not  be  to  satisfy  mere  curiosity,  but  to  ascertain  the 
threads  of  local  intelligence  and  religious  tendency,  which  joined 
themselves  together  into  the  strong  life  of  our  community.  When 
this  shall  have  been  done,  I  venture  to  say  that  a  great  flood  of 
light  will  be  thrown  over  the  whole  subject  of  our  early  origin,  and 
of  those  humble  but  sturdy  and  forceful  constructive  impulses 
which  then  and  ever  liave  marked  the  town. 

The  only  other  of  our  early  settlers,  of  whose  sailing  1  have 
found  trace,  is  Isaac  Hart  (husband  to  Elizabeth,  of  our  first 
church  roll),  then  aged  twenty-two.  He  was  one  of  a  company  of 
persons  who  embarked  April  11,  T637,  in  two  ships,  one  of  them 
the  "  John  and  Dorothy,"  sailing  from  Ipswich,  and  the  other,  ''  The 
Rose,"  sailing  from  Yarmouth.  He  came  out  as  a  servant  of  Ivich- 
ard  Carver,  dwelt  first  at  NVatertown,  then  went  to  Lynn,  this  change, 
perhaps,  marking  the  time  when  he  became  his  own  master,  and 
removed  to  our  town  shortly  after  its  incorporation. 

IV.    SIONIKICANCL  OF  THE  FIRST  EIGHT 
l'.\ST(  )KATh;S. 

I  shall  enter  into  no  detailed  accoimt  of  those  eight  ministers 
who,  for  a  period  of  more  than  two  hundred  years,  largely  held  in 
their  hands  tlie  destiny  of  Reading.  No  clearer  outline  could  be 
given  regarding  them  than  that  which  .Mr.  Lliss,  in  his  admirable 
way,  has  i)rinted  in  the  "  Commemorative  .Sketch."  I  can  only 
wish  that  each  of  them  might  be  treated  more  exhaustively,  especially 
those  belonging  to  the  first  hundred  years.  The  materials  for  such 
treatment  are  very  ample,  scattered  through  the  increasingly  acces- 
sible printed  and  manuscript  documents  having  to  do  with  the  early 
life  of  our  Colony.  My  sole  purpose,  with  reference  to  these  men, 
is  to  indicate  briefly  the  connection  and  relations  of  the  work  of 
their  respective  lives. 

liut  first  let  us  fix  sh.irply  in  mind  the  matter  of  the  meeting- 
houses. Until  1S90  this  church,  though  nearly  two  and  one  half 
centuries  old,  had  had  only  three  of  them. 

The  first  of  them  is  supposed  to  have  stood,  as  you  know,  not  far 
from  the  junction  of  Albion  and  Main  Streets.  The  first  burying 
place,  however,  was  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  old  Town  Hall, 
(about  where  the  "  pagoda  "  stands,  east  of  this  building),  and  was 


first  "  fenced  in  with  pine  rayles  "  in  1666.  How  it  happened  that 
the  burying  place  was  so  far  from  the  first  meeting-house  I  do  not 
understand.  Its  location,  aside  from  other  considerations,  would 
tend  to  indicate  that  the  first  meeting-hoiise  stooil  near  the  same 
spot.  .Such,  however,  seems  not  to  have  been  the  case,  although  I 
could  wish  tliat  this  matter  might  be  more  carefully  inveslig.itcd. 
<_)f  the  appear. dice  of  th.it  liuilding  we  lia\'e,  I  think,  no  positive 
knowledge,  the  illustration  answering  to  it  on  the  lirsl  p.ige  nf 
to-day's  program  being  but  a  pleasing  ide.il  sketi  li.  The  slcoikI 
meeting-house  was  erected  in  ifi.SS  S9  011  .iliiiost  this  spot.  The 
picture  of  it  in  the  Town  History,  and  reprodiiLcd  on  tlie  hrst  page 
of  our  program  to-day,  was  drawn,  f  understand,  from  a  descri|)- 
tioii  of  it  in  the  records;  and,  while  doubtless  not  accurate  in  every 
respect,  probably  gives  a  fair  idea  of  it.  It  stood  where  now  siands 
the  horizontal  monument  to  the  Re\  .  John  Mellen,  father  in  l.iw  of 
I'aison  I'reiuiss,  in  the  old  burying  ground  just  iinrthwest  "f  our 
Sunday-school  room.  Otn'  (.'ommittee  on  Lucalion  should  m.iik  the 
spot. 

It  was  succeeded,  a  few  feet  to  the  south,  liy  that  edifice  in  which  — 
built  in  176S,  remodelled  in  1S37,  moved  a  trifle  to  the  east,  turned 
lialf  round,  and  again  remodelled  in  1859 —  we  held  the  last  tender 
Services  Sunday,  May  18,  1S90,  prelimin.iry  to  its  being  torn  down 
the  following  week.  It  was  one  of  the  historic  buiklings  of  Massa- 
chusetts.    Would  that  in  some  way  it  might  have  been  preserved  ! 

The  first  four  ministers  of  the  town  were  Green,  Haugli,  lirock, 
and  I'ierpont,  whose  pastorates  extended  to  1709. 

Of  these,  Henry  Green  was  a  man  of  learning  and  ability,  but  of  a 
shy,  retiring  spirit,  due,  perhaps,  to  his  delicate  health.  He  |)assed 
away  when  tlie  church  was  only  four  years  old. 

I  lis  successor,  Samuel  Ilaiigh,  tlying  in  1662,  was  a  man  of  very 
considerable  social  position  and  property ;  was  learned,  thoughtful, 
able;  and  was  held  in  excellent  rei)ute  among  the  godliest  men  in  the 
Colony. 

He  was  followed  by  John  ISrock,  who  continue(.l  until  1688,  and 
was  also  a  man  of  learning  and  with  a  very  striking  and  spiritual 
type  of  piety.  Cotton  Mather  cannot  say  enough  in  his  i)r.use. 
He  was  a  person  of  very  especial  faith,  p.ii  ticularly  in  matters  con- 
cerning prayer. 

These  three  exceptional  men  were  followed,  until  1709,  by  Jona- 
than I'ierpont,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1685,  a  tutor  there,  ami 
a  person  of  the  utmost  conscientiousness,  judgment,  capacity  to  Lie 
helpful  in  all-round  practical  ways  to  a  community,  and  whose  death, 
at  the  age  of  forty-four,  is  mentioned  in  many  contemporaneous 
diaries  as  a  calamity  to  the  Colony. 

Green,  Ilaugh,  and  Rrock,  who  came  hither  from  warm  circles  of 
friendship  elsewhere,  are  thought  to  have  been  Ijuried  among  their 
friends  in  the  towns  whence  they  came  to  Reading,  lint  I'ierpont's 
quaint,  lieautiful  tombstone  is  in  the  old  Inirving  ground,  as  are 
also  the  tombstones  of  the  remaining  four  of  the  long-serving  first 
eight  pastors  of  this  church.  Their  tombstones  shouUI  be  raised 
where  sunken,  carefully  cleared  from  moss,  and  in  some  w.iy 
specially  indicated.  They  mark  the  resting"  places  of  men  who  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten. 

I  consider  these  four  ministers,  each  strong,  each  of  rare  personal 
qualities,  each  widely  respected,  and  each  singularly  devoted,  to  have 
done  for  the  two  thirds  of  a  century  after  our  incorporation  that 
work  of  solidifying  and  shaping  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  life  of 
the  town  which  any  community,  especially  a  new  community,  pre- 
eminently needs.  Their  dignity,  their  earnestness,  their  devotion, 
the  high  respect  which  they  commanded  in  the  Colony,  all  combined, 
up  and  down  the  many  miles  of  this  then  great  parish,  to  make  the 
people  intelligent,  thoughtful,  and  devoted  to  the  great  ends  for 
which  the  town  had  been  founded.  The  lack  of  detailed  edLication 
in  the  town,  alluded  to  above,  and  inseparable  from  the  scattered  and 
struggling  comlition  of  the  community,  was  largely  recompensed  by 
the  spirit  of  true  refinement  and  of  large  ancl  ample  thought  which 
marketl  these  men.  They  were  a  sort  of  itiner.iut  schoolhouse, 
moving  from  farm  to  farm  over  this  large  area. 

After  a  succession  of  such  blessings  as  these  men  must  ha\e 
proved,  God  is  wont  to  bring  another  type  of  man,  and  he  did  so  in 
the  case  of  Richard  lirown,  pastor  until  1732.  iirown  was  able, 
scholarly,  consecrated,  but  marked  by  certain  whimsicalities,  not  to 
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say  ecceiUricitiiis,  ami  therefore  could  not  unite  the  judgments  as 
well  as  the  hearts  of  the  town  as  his  predecessors  had  been  able  to 
tlo.  Hence  tlie  indication,  from  time  to  time,  of  more  or  less  fric- 
tion in  the  parish.  l!ut,  on  the  other  hand,  lirown  was  highly  use- 
ful to  the  church  and  town  in  certain  particulars.  He  could  not  but 
conmiand  respect.  He  did  a  great  deal  for  our  records.  He  intro- 
duced various  inciilental,  but  not  unimportant  improvements.  (  )ne 
of  tliese  was  with  reference  to  tlie  singing  of  the  church.  His 
striking,  unfavorable  characteristics  appear  to  me  to  have  been  lack 
of  tact,  and,  perhaps,  also,  lack  of  knowledge  of  human  nature. 
ICvidences  of  tliese  appear  in  the  records.  He  was  a  man  to  be 
borne  with  in  son>e  respects.  l!ut  just  such  a  man  was  needed,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  give  a  variety,  a  shading,  to  the  succession  of 
pastors,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  supply  certain  needful  and 
practical  things  ;  and  we  may  look  liack  ujjon  his  pastorate,  not  in- 
deed with  the  same  satisfaction  as  upon  that  of  his  four  predeces- 
sors, but  with  tlie  same  thankfulness  to  God,  and  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  this  town  will  never  cease  to  be  blessed  by  certain  influences 
which  he  e.^erted.  To  use  a  figure — like  a  bookbinder,  somewhat 
eccentric  and  fussy,  and  a  person  partly  to  poke  fun  at,  but  with 
whom  we  could  not  dispense, —  he  came  hither  and  bound  together  the 
stout  and  strong  pamphlets  whicli  the  pastorates  of  his  four  pred- 
ecessors had  constituted.  The  bountl  volume,  although  closing 
somewhat  scant  of  a  century,  practically  completed  that  first  century. 

The  second  century  practically  divides  into  thirds,  between  Parsons 
Hobby,  I'rentice,  and  Emerson.  Their  figures  stand  out  from  the 
shadowy  past  with  clearness  and  even  brilliancy. 

William  Hobby,  whose  pastorate  came  dow  n  to  1 765,  ten  years 
before  the  Revolution,  was  the  ablest  and  most  widely  known  of  all 
the  ministers  who  have  served  this  church.  *  He  had  an  e.xlraor- 
dinary  intellectual  power,  e.Kcellent  education,  a  warm  and  devoted 
heart,  a  certain  formality  and  dignity  going  with  the  colony  at  that 
period  (indeeil,  his  family  connections  were  somewhat  distinguished), 
and  fell  upon  that  time  of  the  seething  of  religious  thought  which 
marked  the  controversy  with  reference  to  Whitefield  and  lulwarils. 
He  issued  several  larger  and  smaller  works,  mostly  pamphlets; 
lectured  in  lioston  for  Prince,  Eo.xcroft,  and  Webb;  was  a  con- 
spicuous figure  at  important  conferences  and  councils  in  the  Colony; 
and  was  twice  summoned,  almost  the  only  representative  from 
Eastern  Massachusetts,  to  the  two  councils  at  Xorthampton  con- 
cerning Jonathan  ]"',dwards.  He  was  Calvinistic  in  the  extreme. 
Some  advice  which  he  left  to  be  read  after  his  death,  regarding  the 
settlement  of  his  successor,  assures  us  that,  "  Religion,  I  am  con- 
lident,  will  be  likely  to  live,  as  those  doctrines,  which  for  distinction's 
sake  are  called  Calvinistic,  live,  or  so  die  as  they  die."  He  defended 
Whitefield  by  voice  ami  pen;  was  severely  answered  in  print  for 
doing  so;  was  preacher  on  various  special  occasions,  for  example, 
to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery,  and  in  all  this  was  exceed- 
ingly strong.  There  is  a  formality,  an  excessive  detail,  a  tedious- 
ness,  running  through  his  more  elaborate  writings,  due  to  the  ecclesi- 
astical habit  of  the  times, but  these  are,  from  time  to  time,  enlivened 
by  keen  illustrations  and  by  extremely  happy  allusions. 

He  was  followed,  until  1S03,  by  Caleb  Prentice.  Prentice  was  a 
liberal,  theologically,  but  he  was  of  a  conservative  type  of  hberalism. 
His  life  was  exceedingly  beautiful.  It  proved  the  tloctrine  all  divine." 
He  had  a  great  family,  a  happy  home,  found  time  for  some  diversion 
(like  fishing  on  Quannapowitt),  was  an  excellent  financier,  and  so 
husbanded  his  small  salary  as  well  to  educate  his  family  and  to  leave 
an  estate  valued  at  some  Jiio,ooo  at  his  death.  His  lilieralisni  was 
thus  offset  by   many  estimable  and  thoroughly  human  qualities; 

*The  writer  desires,  however,  to  add  ;  — 

Tlie  Rev.  Cli.irles  K.  IJliss,  im  resigning  liis  pastorate  liere,  went,  for  lieallli,  to 
regions  where  l\e  could  personally  observe  tlie  Egyptian  darkness  of  Monnonisni 
under  the  Anierican  llag.  His  soiil  burned  within  him.  He  acted.  'I'lie  result 
was,  through  the  New  West  Education  Cumniissiun,  whicli  he  founded,  the  kind- 
ling of  a  light  which,  within  the  sp.ice  of  hardly  ten  years,  changed  the  whole  life 
of  those  vast  territories.  Practically  speaking,  this  was  a  work  f.ir  greater  than 
Mr.  Hobby's;  and  of  its  sagacity,  enterprise,  and  Christian  statesmanship,  enough 
in  coniniendation  can  scarcely  be  said.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  th.it, 
though  the  contemporaneous  movement  was  on  a  relati\'ely  small  scale,  it  was, 
nevertheless,  germinal.  It  held  within  itself  the  future.  The  Edwardses,  Hobbys, 
and  liancrofts  were  rendering  possible  the  Revolution  and  the  Nation  that  were  to 
be.  In  this  sense,  as  .Mr.  Ijllss  imiiiletl  out  in  his  invaluable  jjamphlet  of  1S76, 
Parson  Hobby  remains  our  greatest  minister.    Let  us  thank  God  for  hini. 


while  he  possessed  genuine  ])icty,  deep  earnestness,  gre.it  dcvuiioii 
to  his  work,  and  the  [lOwer  to  be  practically  helpful  in  tlic  Linn- 
inuiiity.  He  marched  with  the  Reading  men  toward  .Salem,  upon, 
indeed,  a  false  alarm,  and  he  took  his  musket  and  went  with  llieui 
to  the  Concord  fight. 

The  juxtaposition  of  these  two  exceedingly  noble  but  very  diller- 
eiit  men.  Hobby  ami  Prentice,  is  very  important  in  its  be.iiing  on 
what  ensiietl  after  his  death.  The  period  of  the  Unitarian  con- 
troversy had  then  arrix  ed,  and  so  had  the  good  seed  of  both  types 
of  religious  life  been  sown  l)y  these  representative  men  that,  tuider 
the  guidance  of  God's  Spirit,  no  disruption  occin'red  in  the  troubled 
theological  years  of  the  early  part  of  our  century. 

Reuben  Emerson,  pastor  tuitil  1^50,  and  continuing  to  reside 
among  the  people  until  his  death  in  1S60,  was,  upon  the  whole,  just 
the  man  to  follow  out  to  its  completeness  the  woik  of  tlie.se  two. 
He  was  an  exceedingly  strong  spirit,  very  orthodox,  but  marked  by 
geiuiine  common  sense,  the  trtie  spirit  of  his  Master,  and  capacity 
to  lead  along  safe  theological  lines  not  only,  btit  to  leave  a  certain 
leeway,  wittingly  or  imwittiiigly,  for  a  reasonable  auKjimt  of  thiid<- 
ing  divergent  from  his  own. 

The  image  which  these  three  great  hearts,  whose  entire  ministry 
covered  a  period  of  117  years,  and  whose  life  in  the  parish  co\  eretl 
a  period  of  127  years,  sugge.sts  to  my  mind,  that  of  a  shining 
ecjuilateral  triangle,  the  smallest  number  of  straight  lines  which 
can  enclose  a  space.  The  space  which  that  shining  triangle  encloses 
is  a  space  so  important  in  our  New  England  history  as  has  been  very 
rarely  given  to  three  successive  ministers  of  any  parish  to  occupy, 
ami  is  one  whose  significance  has  blessed  not  only  our  own  but  many 
another  land. 

V.    EOUR  UNIQUE  SERVICES  OE  READING. 

1  have  thus  far  drawn  your  attention  to  the  juxtaposition  of  our 
comimuiity  to  the  early  settlements  of  Massachusetts;  to  the  age, 
and  age-touch  of  the  first  settlers ;  to  the  import  of  our  town  name, 
with  the  probable  suggestions  regarding  the  spirit  of  the  commtmity 
therefrom  derived;  and  have  otitlined  the  two  volumes,  so  to 
speak,  covered  by  the  eight  ministers  down  to  1.S50.  The  first 
fotir,  Green,  Ilaugh,  ISrock,  and  I'ierpont,  with  briefer  pastorates 
than  the  last  three,  were  gathered,  as  we  hav  e  seen,  into  a  complete 
voliniie,  liy  the  somewhat  eccentric  but  highly  ser\iceable  Rich.ird 
lirown,  bringing  us  down  to  1732;  and  the  second  volume,  made 
up  of  three  parts,  marked  Hobby,  Prentice,  and  Emerson,  were  so 
interlinked  as  tiot  to  need  any  binding  together,  but  .is  tliemsehes 
to  constitute  a  comi)lete  book. 

This  general  survey  prepares  the  way  for  the  more  important 
things  which  I  wish  to  say  in  conclusion,  namely  ;  tirst,  for  the 
allirmation  of  the  tmicjue  and  wonderful  serviceableness  in  four 
respects  of  this  town  of  otirs  to  the  commonwealth  and  to  New 
luigland  ;  and,  secondly,  to  a  brief  indication,  so  far  as  I  am  as  yet 
able  to  perceive  them,  of  those  deep-lying  and  highly  potent  inllu- 
ences  which  wrought  all  this. 

1.    l'!<u-e  in  tlie  Devd/a/imeiit  of  A\!ixioui  'rhoii;^ht. 

The  first  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  centtiry  of  the  life  of  this 
church  fell  upon  times  of  intense  religious  discussion  reg.irding 
church  polity,  certain  practical  heresies  which  arose,  and  the  (|ues- 
tioii  of  the  relation  to  the  cluirch  of  those  who  were  thoroughly 
moral  in  their  lives,  but  without  conscious  experience  of  conver- 
sion. In  these  discussions  our  first  ministers  took  a  marketl  place, 
and  the  traces  of  most  of  them  may  be  readily  seen  in  a  large 
portion  of  the  contem|)oraiieotis  records. 

During  the  second  century  of  the  church's  history,  and  when  a 
certain  declension  had  ensued  in  the  religious  life  of  New  1  jiglaml, 
which  occasioned,  by  reaction,  the  piienomenon  of  the  "Great 
.Vwakening,'"  the  three  pastors  of  this  periotl  in  turn  came  to  the 
front, —  the  first  in  a  very  remarkable  way,  —  as  strong  factors  in 
the  situation  and  in  the  current  discussions.  Hobby's  defense  of 
Whitefield,  his  friendship  with  Prince,  Eoxcroft,  and  Webb,  of 
lioston,  his  position  as  a  trusted  ailviser  of  Jonathan  lulwards,  his 
voluminous  ptiblications,  and  his  large  sliare  in  the  religious  consul- 
tations of  the  period,  indicate  a  very  primary  relation  to  all  these 
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DR.TIIADDKUS  S 1' A  U  l.I )  1  N(;  was  of  ihc  scvc-ntli 
generation  from  his  eniij;iant  ancestor,  Kciwarcl 
Spaulding,  who  came  to  America  previous  to  1640,  set- 
tling in  Rraintree,  Mass.  Tracing  his  ancestry  in  America 
through  its  many  l)ranciies,  both  on  liis  father's  and  his 
mother's  lines,  we  fnul  that  lie  was  tmly  a  descendant  of 
the  I'liritans,  for  as  early  as  1650  his  ancestry  was  well 
represented  b}'  i^rosi^erous  and  mlluential  men,  who  were 
encouraging  and  assisting  in  the  settlement  of  towns  and 
in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  infant  colony. 

'i'he  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  'I'ownsend, 
IMass.,  Nov.  1,  1791.  lie  was  the  son  of  Thaddeus  and 
()li\'c  (lilood)  Spaulding.  ( )n  his  mdther's  side  he  was 
related  to  the  Worcester  family,  of  whicli  Rev.  vSamuel 
Worcester,  1).  ]).,  and  Joseph  l-aiierson  Worcester,  the 
lexicographer,  were  distinguished  mein])ei's.  ills  earlier 
intenti(^ns  were  to  pre|)are 
for  the  ministry,  but  his  later 
decision  was  to  make  the 
practise  of  medicine  liis  life 
work,  i  [e  studied  his  pvo- 
fession  with  Dr.  Matthias 
Spaulding,  of  Amherst,  N.  H. 

In  1.S15  he  came  to  South 
Reading,  where  he  com- 
menced the  i)ractice  of  his 
profession,  and  this  continued 
to  be  his  home  until  his 
death,  April  14,  1S44.  He 
married  Sarah  Hart,  of  South 
l-leading,  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  and  Mar)  (Gould)  Mart, 
May  I,  1817.  She  died  June 
24,  1829.  Their  children 
were  Sarah  Hart,  Ijorn  ( )ct. 
7,  1818,  Olive  Christiana, 
born  April  18,  1820,  John 
'I'haddeus  Hart,  born  April 
26,  1828,  and  died  Sept.  13, 
1829.  Sarah  Hart  Spaulding 
married  Dr.  Natiian  Allen,  of 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Sept.  14,  1841. 
Dr.  .\llen  became  distin- 
guished not  only  as  a  physi- 
cian, hut  more  especially  bv  his  writings  and  scientific 
researches.  1  ie  had  a  continuous  service  of  nearly  twenl)' 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Massaciuisetts  State  Ijoard  of 
Charities.  He  died  in  Lowell,  Jan.  i,  18S9.  Mrs.  Allen 
died  April  6,  1855.  'I'hey  had  no  children.  Olive  Chris- 
tiana Spaulding  married  Dr.  Josiah  Norcross,  of  Fitciiburg, 
Mass.,  ALiy  16,  1848.  Dr.  Norcross  graduated  from  Har- 
vard Afedical  College  in  1846.  He  practised  medicine  for 
a  few  years  in  Fitchburg,  as  partner  of  Dr.  'I'homas  Bou- 
lelle.  His  health  failing,  he  retired  |fom  active  practice, 
and  in  1849  removed  to  South  Reading.  ALaking  this  his 
home,  he  idenlitied  himself  with  the  interests  of  the  town 
until  his  death,  Jan.  15,  iSfiG.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  one  ol  the  1  )eacous  of  the  Congregational  churcii  in 
the  town  of  his  adupliun.  Mrs.  .Norcross  survived  her 
husband  ten  years,  and  died  in  Wakelield,  May  22,  1876. 
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To  them  were  born  two  children,  the  only  grandchildren 
of  Dr.  Spaulding,  7vb.,  Sarah  Hart  Norcross,  l)orn  May 
5,  1850,  who  is  now  the  only  living  descendant  of  Dr, 
Thaddeus  Spaulding;  Waller  Sijaulding  Norcross,  born 
Oct.  1,  1854.  He  prepared  for  college  at  I'hillips 
(iCxeter)  Academy,  and  entered  .\mherst  College  in  the 
autumn  of  1871.  lie  showed  symptoms  of  pulmonary 
disease  in  the  vacation  following  his  first  college  3'ear, 
and  was  not  able  to  resume  his  studies.  He  died  of  con- 
sumption, Sept.  26,  1873. 

Dr.  Spaulding  married,  second,  Lucinda  Hart,  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  July  22,  1830.  She  died  July  29,  1879. 
An  infant  son  was  born  to  them  Dec.  28,  1832,  but  (lii_(l 
the  same  day.  Dr.  Spaulding  was  energetic  and  eiilliu- 
siastic,  and  wanted  to  see  things  moving  in  the  wa\'  ol 
improvement.      l!y   precept  and  example  he  infused  a 

spirit  o  f  enterprise  into 
others.  It  was  he  who  first 
announced  to  the  citizens  of 
South  Reading  the  possi- 
bility of  having  the  boston 
tV'  Ahiine  Railrcjad  tracks 
laid  through  the  town,  in- 
stead of  a  hjcation  smne 
miles  to  the  west  of  us,  which 
had  already  been  ])lanne(l 
and  partially  agreed  upon. 
He  was  active  in  i^olitics, 
being  rooted  and  grounded 
in  the  principles  of  the  Whig 
party,  with  which  h  e  was 
connected,  a  n  d  w  h  i  c  h 
honored  him  with  a  seat  in 
the  (lovernor's  Council  in  the 
years  1842  and  1844,  which 
position  he  held  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  1 1  is  abilil\'  and 
influence  were  recognized  by 
the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longed. His  grand-daughter, 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Norcross,  has 
in  her  possession  letters 
written  by  Hon.  Edward 
Everett  and  Hon.  Caleb 
Cushiiig  to  Dr.  S}:iaulding,  in  the  years  1834,  1836,  and 
1838,  the  tenor  of  which  shows  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  the  writers  for  Dr.  Spaulding.  it  also  clearly  indi- 
cates that  his  influence  for  his  party  was  considered  very 
valuable  in  the  ]xjlitical  district  to  which  he  belonged. 

He  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  the  absence 
of  lawyers  often  did  the  work  of  a  conveyancer.  He 
was  honored  by  the  town  with  a  place  upon  the  school 
board  for  the  years  182 1,  1S28,  1842,  and  1843.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  for 
the  Reading  IJi-Centennial  Celebration,  held  May  29, 
1844,  but  died  while  the  preparations  were  in  progress. 
About  1838,  he  became  very  much  interested  in  the 
science  of  phrenologv.  and  often  entertained  at  his  house 
L.  N.  bowler,  Ksq.,  of  New  \'oik,  an  exlcn-'ive  phreno- 
logical lecturer. 
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on  his  part.  And,  let  nie  remind  yon,  tliis  wonld  liave  been  impos- 
sil)le  except  for  a  certain  (|uality  of  the  town  itself.  Indeed,  Samuel 
ISancroft,  grandfather  of  the  historian,  was,  with  1  lobljy,  equally 
relied  on  by  I'xKvards.  ,\  minister  is  very  largely  what  his  people 
make  him  to  be.  NTinister  and  people  are  complemental  one  to  the 
other.  'I'hus,  when  Hobby  was  doing  this  great  work,  it  was  really 
Keading  in  its  past  and  then  present  that  was  doing  it. 

I  conceive  that  tliis  twofold  service,  that  of  the  first  pastorates, 
amidst  the  contro\ ersies  of  their  time,  and  that  of  Hobby  at  the 
period  of  the  "  tlreat  Awakening,"  constituted,  especially  this  last, 
prime  and  indispensable  service,  not  only  to  Massachusetts,  but  to 
New  Englantl  and  America. 

2.     Part  ill  the  Revolution . 
As  almost  a  frontier,  l\eading  had  special  reason  to  be  brave  and 
effective  in  the  Indian  Wars,  and  such  the  town  was.     From  1745 
to  1760,  169  men  of  the  town  are  recortleil  as  having  served  as 
soldiers. 

This  was  admirable  training  for  her  relation  to  the  Revolution. 
Within  her  borders  were  not  found,  indeed,  great  leaders  of  that 
movement.  Reading's  function  was  rarely  conspicuous  and  l)ril- 
liant,  but  ever  solid  and  indispensaljle.  Thus  Parson  Sanborn,  of 
what  is  now  Reading,  said,  when  La  Fayette  visited  his  village  in 
1825,  that  he  had  reason 
to  believe,  —  and  liis 
memory  went  back  close 
to  those  times,  —  that  the 
first  company  of  minute- 
men  organized  in  the  Col- 
ony belonged  to  Reading. 
Thus  Caleb  Prentice  car- 
ried a  musket  in  the  Con- 
cord fight.  Thus  when 
the  I'ritish  were  retreating 
in  good  order  from  Con- 
cord, the  Reading  com- 
pany,under  Major  lirooks, 
coming  upon  them  from 
the  North,  at  Merriam's 
Corner,  with  some  otlier 
minute-men,  led  in  the 
attack,  —  that  step  whiclr 
was  the  beginning  of  tlie 
real  battle.  How  easy  it 
would  have  been  for  those 
men  to  have  withheld  the 
attack  ;  and,  had  they 
done  so,  who  can  tell  but 
the  orderly  retreat  would 
have    been    suffered  to 

continue  unmolested  until  it  reached  Charlestown  Neck  ?  That  is 
hardly  probable;  l)ut  this  land  should  never  forget  what  band  it  was, 
at  that  memorable  Corner,  which  struck  the  first  comprehensive 
blow.  The  fact  shoidd  be  monumentally  indicated,  both  at  that 
spot,  antl  within,  upon,  or  near  this  edifice.  Such  Reading  was 
through  the  war,  at  Ticonderoga,  at  Saratoga,  at  Valley  Forge,  and 
to  the  end.  There  are  on  record  four  hundred  and  five  of  her  men 
who  served,  first  and  last,  as  soldiers, —  and  some  of  them  as  distin- 
guished ohicers. 

Need  I  remind  you  that  what  Reading  was  in  the  Indian  Wars 
and  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  she  was  in  the  war  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  the  Union  ?  Ah  !  that  which  the  men  from  Reading  in 
I'lngland  Ijrought  to  Massachusetts  P>ay,  after  the  lapse  of  these  mo- 
mentous centuries  abides  still  ! 

3.  Pheiioineiial  Reeoid  in  llic  Unitaiian^Controversv. 

In  accordance  with  the  motto  on  the  old  State  House,  and  on  the 
.State  seal,  where  the  sword  is  only  drawn  in  the  interest  of  peace, 
the  militant  temper  of  Reading  is  seen  when  closely  inspected,  to 
stand  in  vital  relations  to  essential  jjeace. 

Let  us  recur  to  a  new  phase  of  development  of  religious  thought. 
We  have  seen  that  brave  combatant,  Hobby,  standing  up  for  White- 
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field  and  lubvards.  We  have  seen  the  strent^th  .md  almost  the  ex- 
treme nature  of  his  x  iews.  We  have  .idinircil  the  splenilid  service 
which  those  views,  for  the  time,  renderei.1  tile  nnfokling  .\ew  I'jigland 
thought.  Hut  1  cannot  think  of  I'lentice,  —  and  I  am  of  opiiiii >n 
that  the  candid  historian  will  e\'er  justify  the  impression,  —  with  his 
broad  thought,  his  beautiful  life,  his  consecration  to  duty,  his  e■^^L•ll 
tial  but  comprehensive  and  inclusive  orthotloxy,  witliout  bulieving 
that  lie,  indeed,  in  a  less  striking  and  dynamic  way,  but  in  .1  way, 
perhaps,  even  more  forceful,  just  as  sunlight  and  rain  are  stronger 
than  frost  and  tempest,  did  as  great  a  work.  .\nd  with  him,  as  ever, 
we  are  not  to  forget  that  it  was  the  peo|)le  that  were  working. 

These  two  men,  and  the  noble  cpialities  of  this  parish,  coinbinetl 
to  bring  it  about  that,  in  the  inevitable,  and  upon  the  whole,  beneli- 
cent  struggle  known  as  the  LInitariun  Controversy,  no  split  came  in 
this  town. 

A  Certain  tolei.ince  combined  with  a  ceitain  earnest  fulelity  in 
preventing  this.  The  immediate  occasion  w.is  a  special  spiritual 
cpiickeniiig  in  the  church,  lint  the  conditions  for  this  had  been  pro- 
vided long  before.  Reid.)en  I'.nierson,  moretjver,  and  this  ]),irish 
with  him,  had  such  a  coinbinalio)i  uf  traits  as  that  tliis  state  of 
things  continued  until  the  crisis  was  passed.  I  reckon  this  fact,  this 
avoichmce  of  schism,  this  earnestness  and  yet  tolerance  of  religioirs 
conviction,  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  salutary  inliuences  of  the 

time  in  I'".astern  New  Fng- 
land.  If  Reading,  among 
the  towns  of  P^  a  s  t  e  r  n 
Massachusetts,  may  lie 
said  to  have  been  first 
in  war  as  regards  the 
Revolution,  I  must  main- 
tain that  (nialities  in  her 
caused  that  she  should 
also  be  first  in  peace,  as 
regards  that  religious 
struggle  which  h.id,  on 
both  sides,  strong  merits 
and  grievous  faults,  whose 
whole  outcome  we  are  to 
thank  God  for,  but  which 
was  in  utmost  need,  at  the 
very  heart  of  the  contro- 
verted territory,  of  the 
e.xample  of  a  comnumity 
which,  while  loyal  to  con- 
viction, could,  neverthe- 
less, be  open  ,ind  t(jlerant 
as  the  result  of  the  life 
work  of  two  such  different 
but  magnificent  men  as 
Hobby  and  Prentice,  sup- 
plemented by  the  services  of  liini  of  strong  common  sense,  Reuben 
iMiierson. 

4.     Self-sacii/ieini;-  Fidelity  rei^aiiliii:;  the  U\ir  of  iSi  2. 

I  have  mentioned  the  conspicuous  service  of  Reading  in  the 
development  of  the  religious  thought  of  New  England,  her  unic|ue 
place  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  her  even  mure  unitpie  place 
in  that  profound  agitation  known  as  the  "  L'nitarian  ( OntroN  ersy." 
I  name,  once  more,  a  deed  of  hers,  of  which  her  change  of  name  in 
this  part  of  her  old  territory  will  be  a  perpetual  reminder  to  the 
student  of  history. 

The  south  part  of  the  town,  as  it  stood  early  in  this  century,  was 
the  more  populous  and  influential,  but  was  able  to  be  outvoted  by 
what  are  now  Reading  and  North  Reading.  'Phey  were  Federalists, 
opposed  to  the  War  of  1S12,  and  able  to  outvote  the  older  part  of 
the  town.  ( )f  course,  there  were  two  sides  to  the  struggle.  We  can 
respect  both  parties  to  it.  Our  joint  celebration  is,  in  its  hearti- 
ness, the  best  evidence  of  that.  Hut  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that 
on  that  spot  where  the  lirst  settlement  was  made,  where  the  giaves 
of  the  fathers  were  from  the  lirst  interment,  and  between  those 
beautiful  waters,  with  their  .inalugiie  to  the  lieantifid  Thames  and 
Kennet  Rivers  iii  England,  men  lived  who  dared,  in  that  time,  to 
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SAMUKL  CARDNEk,  JR.,  w.is  the  son  uf  Samuel 
and  Catherine  CJarilner,  and  was  burn  April  5,  iSoj, 
in  the  part  of  CMiarlestown  ealled  "  ( "harlestown  Neck," 
and  now  a  part  of  Winchester,  lly  an  order  issued  by 
the  State  treasurer,  Feb.  21,  1777,  we  Ihid  that  Samuel 
Gardner,  Sr.,  was  constable  or  collectoi"  of  Cliarlestown, 
and  the  amount  of  taxes  gixen  him  to  collect  that  year 
was  one  hundred  and  tliirty-one  pcjunds,  live  shillings, 
six  pence  halfpeiui)-.  'I'iie  faiin  of  Samuel  Gardner,  Sr., 
comprised  f(jrt\-thiee  acres  of  land  in  two  sections,  witli 
buildings  thereon.  'I'his  farm  the  fatiiei'  sold  to  the  stm, 
April  1,  1S47,  and  Samuel  Ciardner,  Jr.,  sold  the  same. 
l>ec.  2.S,  185S,  to  F.dward  F\ei"etl,  ( iovernor  of  ,\Frssachu- 
setts  in  1S36-1.S40.  Letters  written  to  Samuel  Gardner, 
[r.,  by  F'clward  Fxerett  and  I'eter  (".  lirooks,  jr.,  regard- 
ing the  purchase  .rre  now  in  jiossession  of  the  remaining 
member  of  the  (laitlner  ■ 
family.  Samuel's  father 
thought  that  everylxxl)' 
slu)uld  have  some  trade  and 
he  ga\'e  his  son  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter,  though  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  e\er 
wrought  much  at  it.  His 
readiness  as  a  penman  and 
his  familiarity  with  mathe- 
matics well  fitted  him  for 
the  vocation  he  afterwards 
chose.  .I''r(_)m  certain  accounts 
found  among  his  papers,  it  is 
believed  that  in  iS^Shewas 
engaged  in  a  store  in  W'oburn, 
but  in  what  capacity  it  does 
ncjt  appear.  lie  came  to 
South  Reading  in  1S29,  anil 
rented  the  store  owned  and 
previously  kept  by  Mr.  John 
Ra\'ner.  'Fhe  lease  was  for  '  ■  ■  ■ 
three  \'ears  at  an  annual 
rental  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
lie  opened  the  store  for 
trade  on  May  10,  iSjij.  secur- 
ing board  with  Mr.  Rayner. 
His  store  was  situated  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street  a  few  feet  southerly  from 
the  bakery  of  the  late  Hosea  L.  Day.  This  store  build- 
ing was  many  years  afterwards  consumed  by  an  accidental 
tire.  JJeing  neat  and  orderly,  Mr.  Gardner  soon  changed 
the  interior  appearance  of  the  store,  and  he  himself 
studied  to  be  attracti\e  that  his  place  of  business  might 
be  a  resort.  As  iiis  business  increased  he  admitted  to 
partnership  Mr.  |ohn  V.  Hartshorn,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Gardner  &  Hartshorn.  Nov.  21,  1832,  Mr.  Gardner 
was  married  to  Miss  .Vbby  B.  Hartshorn,  daughter  of 
Col.  James  Hartshorn  and  sister  of  hi5  partner  John  F. 
Hartshorn.  In  1842,  Mr.  Gardner  wished  to  retire  from 
active  business,  so  the  jiartnership  was  dissolved,  the 
goods  divided,  he  t.iking  what  dry  goods  there  were, 
which  he  disposed  of  to  a  young  man  as  a  nucleus  for  a 
dry  goods  store.    Subsequently  he  again  engaged  in  the 
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groceiy  business  with  his  lormei'  partner,  but  liii^  time 
on  lllackstone  Street,  iSoslon.  This  he  disposed  of  in  a 
few  )-eais,  l)Ut  again  wearying  of  retiremeni,  he  opeuetl  a 
co,d  yard  at  the  Junction,  being  the  fust  co.il  yard  est.ib- 
lished  in  t<j\\n.  Though  interested  in  all  the  affairs  nf  the 
town,  he  had  an  e)'e  to  liusiness  rather  ih.in  to  public 
oltices,  accepting,  however,  a  place  on  the  board  (if 
assessors  for  the  )ears  1868  and  i8(')(). 

Mr.  G.irdner  w.\s  a  director  of  the  South  Reading  11. ink 
frtuu  its  establishment  uiitil  his  death.  For  mau)'  )'ears 
he  was  a  director  of  the  South  Reading  M.  and  .\.  In- 
stitution, ha\ing  connection  also  with  other  mone\ed 
trusts.  When  \oung  he  possessed  a  militar)'  s[)iiit  and 
joined  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  Rurlington.  lie 
was  chosen  corporal,  .\pril  10,  1827,  and  sergeant,  Sept. 
14,  1830,  and  lieutenant,  Nov.  12,  1830,  and  recei\'ed  liis 

conunission  from  Gov .  Fe\  i 
Lincoln,  Jan.  6,  1831.  As 
his  duties  as  militar)-  ofliier 
interfered  witii  his  business, 
he  soon  after  resigned  ami 
recei\ed  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, Dec.  5,  1832. 

Mr.  (Lirdner  died  No\'. 
i8,  1874,  aged  seventx'-two 
years,  seven  months,  and 
thirteen  days.  Mrs.(iardner 
died  Feb.  28,  1884.  aged 
se\'enty-six  }'ears.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Al)l')\-  ("atheriiu', 
born  Se|)t.  14,  1834,  tiled 
September,  1830;  Richard 
Henry,  Ijorn  June  5,  183(1, 
died  May  23,  i8fii  ;  S.rmuel 
Francis,  born  .March  20, 
1830,  died  Sept.  24,  i8((): 
i^llen  .Maria,  born  .April  26, 
1843,  is  unmarried  and  has  a 
pleasant  home  in  Wakeheld. 
being  the  only  living  heir  to 
the  competenc\-  acquired  by 
her  father. 

As  a  tribute  to  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Gardner,  here  is 
reproduced  one  of  live  resolutions  oHered  by  the  writer 
of  this  sketch  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
National  Hank  of  South  Reading,  held  Nov.  24,  1874, 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Gardner,  which  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

" /vVj-('/,-'(v/,  That  in  the  death  of  Samuel  Gardner,  our 
late  associate,  we  are  called  to  mourn  tiie  loss  (jf  an 
honest  man  ;  he  was  kind  as  a  neighbor,  respected  as  a 
citizen,  upright  in  his  intentions,  and  exact  in  all  his 
business  relations.  He  took  delight  in  witnessing  the 
prosperity  of  others,  and  was  particularly  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  several  organizations  in  which  he  h.ul 
been  long  a  director.  He  was  scrujnilously  conscientious 
in  discharging  the  trusts  rep(;sed  in  him  by  others,  and 
a  feeling  of  individual  responsibility  led  him  to  guard 
those  trusts  with  watchful  care." 
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niii  .illnv.u  t  LUi  iijiU  local  seiuiiiicnt,  aiul  to  stand  for  Madison,  anti 
for  that  war  width  had  to  come  in  order  thoroughly  to  complete 
the  work  of  the  Ivevoliition,  in  securing  this  country's  real  independ- 
ence of  I'jigland. 

Thus  did  the  f.ithers  of  our  part  of  old  Reatling  dare;  and  they 
dared  to  the  extent  of  giving  up  their  precious  town  records,  of 
being  cut  off  into  the  town  of  South  Reading,  and  of  so  continu- 
ing as  a  seeming  appendage  to  Reading,  until  Mr.  Wakefield's  mu- 
luficeiU  gift  of  a  Town  I lall  caused  her  to  substitute  his  name  for 
that  of  South  Reading.  It  was  a  very  brave  and  memorable  thing. 
Its  monument  will  ever  be  the  separate  name  and  the  forfeited 
records.  With  all  love  to  our  brethren  of  Reading  and  North 
Reading,  —  and  I  think  they  will  join  us  with  full  hearts, —  let  us 
thank  God  for  the  heroism  of  that  bloodless  b.ittle  ! 

V[.    SUCUUvSTIOXS  ;  C.VLISI'-.S  .\T  WORK. 

I  have  said  almost  nothing  about  those  causes  which  led  to  the  mi- 
gration hither  of  the  fathers  of  this  town.  I  have  scarcely  alluded 
to  the  nature  of  the  civil  and  religious  contro\ ersies  at  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  which  deeply  engrossed 
our  fathers. 

I  have  not  given  even  a  paragraph  to  the  successive  colonizations 
from  the  mother  church,  whence  the  daughter  churches  of  our  order 
were  born,  nor  to  e(|ually  important  churches,  in  a  sort  of  offshoots 
from  ours,  but  of  other  denominations.  l''or  these  things  there  has 
not  been  time. 

Neither  (what  1  especially  grieve  to  have  omitted)  have  I  drawn 
attention  to  that  really  remarkable  "  Creed  anil  Covenant,"  —  if 
'' Creed  "  may  properly  be  applied  to  so  purely  ilevout  aiul  practi- 
cal a  document,  —  which  constituted  for  more  than  a  century  the 
doctrinal  basis  of  the  church.  In  1765,  in  less  than  three  months 
after  the  death  of  I'arson  Hobby,  as  if,  after  his  theological  vigor, 
some  monument  of  it  were  needful,  a  "Confession"  of  "Faith" 
was  adopted  of  a  much  more  stringent  nature,  wdiich,  until  some 
modifications  of  it  were  made,  under  the  latest  pastorate,  has  been 
the  doctrinal  basis  since.  lint  that  first  doctrinal  basis,  so  simjile, 
so  profound,  so  alive  with  consecration  to  our  dear  Master,  Christ, 
stands  as  a  nionimient,  fairly  extraordinary,  of  that  genuine  religious 
spirit  which  was  in  the  men  who  came  from  old  Reading. 

It  grieves  me,  likewise,  not  to  have  been  able  to  have  dwelt  ujjon 
some  of  the  magnificent  names,  not  ministerial,  which  have  been 
the  personal  groundwork  of  all  that  this  town  has  wrought.  As  I 
have  repeatedly  intimated,  anything  that  the  noble  earlier  ministers 
of  this  church  were  able  to  effect,  was  grounded  in  these  men,  anil 
rendered  possible  by  them.  .\nd  it  is  research  into  these  great 
lives,  the  names  of  not  a  few  of  which  are  on  the  mossy  tombstones 
in  the  old  burying  ground,  that  I  especially  wish  might  be  made, 
with  reference  to  discerning  more  assuredly  the  deep  lying,  living, 
human  causes  of  our  very  remarkable  history.  Believe  me,  that,  in 
dwelling  at  all  upon  the  ministers,  I  have  done  so,  not  for  their  sakes, 
but  because  they  were  a  sort  of  convenient,  and,  indeed,  exceedingly 
worthv,  chapter  head,  so  to  speak,  for  outlining  what  has  come  to 
pass. 

There  is  one  line  of  considerations,  somewhat  aside  from  the 
progress  of  thought  in  this  discourse,  to  which  I  wish  to  allude 
incidentally. 

Now  is  the  time  to  locate  positively,  and  with  references  to  conclu- 
sive authorities,  every  truly  historic  building  within  our  ancient 
limits.  It  is  also  the  lime  to  search  out  and  make  a  record  of  all 
the  truly  ancient  things,  —  old  furniture  with  an  assured  history,  old 
plate  and  utensils,  old  books,  records,  etc.,  —  which  must  ever  con- 
stitute the  material  and  unimpeachable  verifications  of  historical 
statements.  The  facts  to  which,  near  the  beginning  of  this  dis- 
course, I  drew  attention,  namely,  the  sailings  of  three  of  our  first 
settlers,  and  the  parallel  between  the  waters  on  either  side  of  the 
English  Reading,  and  those  on  either  side  of  "fliis  spot,  with  certain 
reasonable  inferences  therefrom,  may  suggest  the  importance  of 
this.     Do  it.     Do  it  now. 

Especially,  let  this  church,  which  is  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
old  burying  ground,  see  to  it  that  every  ancient  toniljstone,  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  the  first  settlers,  is  raised  where  it  has  too  deeply 
sunken,  put  in  an  upright  position,  carefidly  cleansed  from  moss. 


etc.,  by  those  safe  ,md  unilestructiv  e  proi  esses  which  persons  f.iniil- 
iar  with  such  work  are  aware  of,  and  ni.nlc  thus  re.idily  accessible 
for  exanunation  by  all.  I'ortunalely,  the  tond)stone  of  Deacon 
Thomas  Parker,  our  most  definite  person. d  point  of  connection 
with  the  luiglish  i\.eading,  is  in  the  burying  groinid,  is  an  excelkut 
piece  of  stone  cutting,  and  is  in  a  good  slate  of  pi  escrv.ition.  Tiiu 
tombstone,  also,  of  John  i'earson,  another  of  our  first  mendiers, 
is  in  the  same  ground,  as  are,  also,  very  likely,  others.  1  should 
say  that  Parker's,  at  least,  —  for  those  stones  do  not  mark  graves, 
but  used  to  be  in  the  original  burying  groinid,  —  should  be  brought 
to  this  building,  and  carefidly  inserted  into  its  masonry,  as  are  two 
or  three  such  stones  in  the  masonry  of  the  new  Old  South  Chuich 
in  Rostoii.  It  would  constitute  a  perpetual  link  between  this  town 
anil  Reading  on  the  Thames.  Inileeil,  1  should  incline  to  bring  to 
this  building  all  the  extant  tombstones —  probably  not  above  three 
or  four  at  most  — of  the  original  members  of  this  church. 

1  cannot  tell  you  how  earnestly  I  hope  tlicse  various  suggestions 
which  I  have  olfered  will  be  considered  by  the  Wakel'ield  Histori- 
cal .Society,  by  this  |)arish,  and,  indeed,  by  every  iniUvidiKil  iiitei- 
ested  in  the  history  of  this  church  and  town. 

In  conclusion,  I  ask  this  pertinent  question  :  What  were  the 
causes  at  work,  rendering  possible  the  \  ery  remarkable  services  of 
our  town  to  h^astern  Massachusetts,  to  New  England,  and  to 
America  ? 

L.  I'"irst,  and  above  all,  the  inspiration,  the  guidance,  and  the 
blessing  of  the  ever-living  Cod.  h'rom  Him  it  was  to  will,  anil  of 
Him  to  do.  Glory  be  unto  Him  —  to  the  I'"atlier,  and  to  the  .Sun, 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  lie,  world  without  end.  .4iiu'ii. 

2.  lint  unio  Him,  and  through  Him,  1  answer,  there  were  four 
causes  ;  — 

(1)  Those  connections  with  the  early  English  life  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  which  need  exhaustive  investigation.  They  weie 
peculiar,  rich,  and  deep.  They  would  reward  ye.irs  of  special 
research.  We  are  but  the  olfsprings  of  the  past.  What  is  in  us 
was  once  in  others.  We  live  out  their  impulses.  Deep  down  into 
English  soil  go  the  roots  of  that  tree  which  has  here  grown  so 
symmetrical  and  great. 

(2)  The  second  of  the  subordinate  causes  was  that  peculi.ir  isol.i- 
tion,  scattered  condition,  poverty,  struggle  with  the  soil  .nul  with 
savages,  impossibility  for  decades,  of  aclecpiate  school  op|jorl un- 
ity, and  its  offset  in  the  extraordinary  mental  vigor  of  the  e.irly 
ministers.  Those  deep-lying  conditions,  similar  to  those  in  Siot- 
land  and  in  Northern  I'",ngland,  also  need  special  investigation,  and 
are  the  clew  to  certain  traits  of  mind,  feeling,  and  imagiu.ition  still 
existent  in  this  town. 

(3)  The  fact,  in  the  third  place,  that  this  was  a  very  important  com- 
munity, and,  though  marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  isolation,  etc., 
which  I  have  just  alluded  to,  was,  nevertheless,  right  in  the  heart  of 
the  more  populous  portion  of  the  colony,  and  thus  was  at  the  center 
of,  and  in  constant  and  vital  touch  with,  everything  that  was  under 
discussion  and  |)ractical  outworking,  ga\  e  a  w.irnuh  .mil  stimiil  us  10  .ill 
the  rest.  It  was  in  a  most  fortunate  environment  th.it  our  t(jwn  lay 
from  the  beginning,  and,  as  in  a  rich  soil  of  thought  and  deeds,  all 
that  tins  town  has  meant,  unfolileil. 

(4)  Lastly  I  come  to  name  one  cause,  so  subtle,  deep,  powerful, 
and  yet  ill-defined,  that  I  can  hardly  give  it  utterance. 

I  shall  never  forget  a  humble  tramping  trip  in  the  Scottish  liorder, 
taken  two  summers  ago.  I  went  to  that  cottage  at  Ayr  where  llurns 
was  born.  I  stood  within  the  crumbling  ruins  of  Melrose  Abbey, 
and  by  that  low,  beautiful  stone,  at  Dryburgh  Abbey,  where  Sir 
Walter  Scott  lies  buried.  I  tramjied  out  of  Carlisle,  in  the  North 
of  England,  nineteen  miles  up  the  (dasgow  turnpike,  ami  s.iw 
licclefechan,  Scotsbrig,  and  the  birth-room  and  the  grave  of  Thomas 
Carlyle.  From  Keswick  I  tramped  thirteen  miles  by  Derwentwater, 
Thirlmere,  and  Grasmere,  to  the  cottage  at  Grasmere,  and  the  home 
by  Rydal  Water  where  Wordsworth  did  his  mighty  work. 

liurns  came,  .Scott  came,  Carlyle  came,  Wordsworth  came,  all 
within  a  circle  hardly  .i  hundred  nules  in  diameter,  and  were  made 
what  they  were,  under  God,  by  the  wonderful  infiuences  of  nature. 
They  mark  the  dawn  of  our  new  literature.  They  mark  the  dawn 
of  our  new  earnestness.      They   were  the  key  to  this  marvelous 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


DR.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON,  son  of  Nathan  and 
Mary  (Belknap)  Richardson,  was  born  in  Brook- 
field  (Worcester  County),  Mass.,  Nov.  i6,  17S1.  His 
early  education  was  limited  to  the  town  school,  which 
was  usually  kept  about  seven  months  in  the  year,  and 
during  the  remainder  he  assisted  (jii  his  fatiier's  farm, 
which  comprised  many  acres  in  extent. 

His  jjarticular  fondness  for  the  study  of  medicine  led 
him  to  devote  his  extensive  reading  with  that  calling  in 
view,  for  which  he  possessed  a  peculiar  aptitude.  Nov. 
28,  1805,  when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  he  married 
Asenalh  Rice,  of  Brookheld,  and  went  to  North  Reading, 
where  he  commenced  practice  as  a  physician,  and  in  which 
he  was  most  successful.  While  residing  in  North  Reading 
two  sons  were  born,  Winslow  and  Solon  Osmond. 
Winslow  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  South  Reading, 
and  Solon  Osmond  was  educated  as  a  physician,  became 
eminent,  and  died  iVugust  31,  1873.    After  several  years' 


there  spent  the  earliest  years  of  his  chiUlhood.  His 
early  education  was  received  at  the  academy  at  North 
Iveading,  in  the  |iuhHc  schools  of  Iveading,  the  .\cad- 
emy  at  Atkinson,  N.  11.,  and  at  the  Pinkerton  Acad- 
emy, at  Derry,  N.  H.  He  \'ery  readil\'  accpiiesced  in 
his  father's  wish  that  he  should  adopt  tiie  profession 
of  medicine,  and  received  his  medical  degree  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  Nov.  30,  1S31.  Fie  soon  entered  active 
l^ractice  and  establislied  ofiices  in  Fowell,  Salem,  and 
Boston,  enjoying  a  most  successful  practice.  April  3,' 
1837,  Dr.  Richardson  was  marriefl  to  .Susan  iiarnard,  of 
North  Reading.  Tlieir  childien  ha\-e  been  a  daughter, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  an  only  son,  .S.  (  ).  ivich.irdson, 
of  Wakefield.  In  1S08  his  father,  1  X.itlian  Rich- 
ardson, had  introcUiced  into  his  practice  a  remed}'  wliich 
he  called  "  Sherry  Wine  I'.itters,"  which  provetl  so 
effective  an  agent  that  the  son,  whose  liealtli  was  grad- 
ually breaking  through  the  exertions  of  ;Ln  ever-increas- 


DR.  NATHAN  RICHARDSON. 


residence  in  North  Reading,  Dr.  Richardson  removed 
to  Reading.  His  wife  died  there  Sept.  8,  1820.  Through 
strenuous  importunities  from  some  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  South  Reading,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
remove  to  that  town,  a  large  tract  of  land  on  which  his 
residence  was  built  being  offered  as  a  special  induce- 
ment. Sept.  4,  1821,  he  married  his  second  wife,  Betsy 
Alden,  of  Saugus,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  She 
died  Dec.  5,  1832,  and  Nov.  24,  1834,  he  married  Mrs. 
Grace  Barnard,  who  survived  hiin  thirty-five  years,  and 
died  Nov.  26,  1872.  Dr.  Richardson  died  very  suddenly 
of  apoplexy,  Sept.  17,  1837,  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his 
age.  (Abstract  from  biographical  s-tetch  in  Eaton's 
"  History  of  Reading.") 

Dr.  Solon  Osmond  Richardson  was  the  second  son 
of  Dr.  Nathan  and  Asenath  (^Rice)  Richardson,  and 
was  born  at  .Vorth  Reading,  July  19,  1809,  on  what 
was   formerly  known    as   the      old  Dix   Place,"  and 


DR.  SOLON  OSMOND  RICHARDSON. 


ing  practice,  gave  his  sole  attention  to  its  manufacture, 
with  sucli  success  that  its  merits  became  known  through- 
out the  civilized  world. 

He  created,  in  185  i,  the  local  military  company  known 
as  the  Richardson  Fight  (Juard,  and  was  the  original 
mover  in  the  publication  of  Eaton's  History  of  Reading  ; 
was  town  treasurer  for  a  term  and  held  many  positions 
of  prominence  and  trust.  He  died  suddenly  while  mak- 
ing a  social  call  at  the  residence  of  Cyrus  Wakefield, 
Esq.,  Sunday  evening,  August  31,  1873.  His  death  occa- 
sioned universal  sorrow.  (Abstract  from  biographical 
sketch  in  Eaton's  "  History  of  Reading.") 

Solon  Osmond  Richardson,  than  whom  no  resident  of 
Wakefield  is  better  knt)wn  among  her  jjeoijle,  was  Ixnn 
in  South  Reading  (now  \\'akefield),  Sept.  9,  1841,  the  scm 
of  Solon  O.  and  Susan  (I5arnard)  Richartlson.  He 
obtained  his  early  education  in  the  jniblic  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  the  Park  Latin  School,  Boston.    In  1867 
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he  engaged  in  lousiness  witli  Daniel  1).  Eoster,  under  the 
firm  name  of  I'oster  &  Richardson,  with  offices  in  Ijoston 
and  New  York,  as  New  York  and  New  England  agents 
for  the  J''ltjrence  Sewing  jMachinc,  and  wholesale  dealers 
in  machine  twist,  cotton  and  linen  thread,  and  sewing 
machine  findings.  They  sold  the  lousiness  in  1S71  to  the 
Elorence  Sewing  Machine  C'(.)ni]3any.  On  the  death  of 
his  father,  August  31,  1X73,  Dr.  Richardson  succeeded 
to  the  business  of  the 

S.    O.    Richardson       j;  '       ■  ■  ' 

Sherry  Wine  and  Jaun- 
dice flitters,"  which  he 
continued    until  Mav, 
1 89 1,  when  lie  sold  it 
to  Talcot,  ]'>isby  Co., 
of  Hartford,  Conn.    I  >r. 
Richardson  married  in 
South  Reading,  r)ct.  2, 
1862,     Abba  Afaria, 
daughter  of  Daniel  D. 
and     Susan  (Patch) 
Eoster.    'I'hey  have  two 
ciiildren,    .Solon  O. 
Richardson,    Ji.,  and 
Dana  Richardson. 
Dr.  Richardson  repre- 
sented Wakefield  in  the 
legislature  of  1S81  and  1882.    In  1894, 
at  the  largest  republican  caucus  ever  held 
in  Wakefield.  634  votes  being  cast,  he  was 
nominated  \\'akefield's  candidate  for  State 
Senator  for  the  Sixth  Middlesex  Republican 
District.     He  is   a  past  president  of  the 
Wakefield  Savings  Bank,  a  trustee  of  the 
l^eebe  Town  Library  and  a  director  of  the 
Boston  Wharf  Company.    He  is  a  director 
of  the  Libbey  Class  Company,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  his  elder  son  being  treasurer  of  the 
company.     He  was  for  fourteen  years 
treasurer  of  the  Universalist  Society.  He 
is  quite  prominently  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  Colden 
Rule  Lodge  of  Wakefield,  a  life  member 
of  Wyoming  Lodge  of  Melrose,  a  member 
of  Melrose  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery.     He  was  the  first  member  of  the  latter  organ- 
ization to  receive  his  degrees.    He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Maiden  INIasonic  Council,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Middlesex  Club. 

Dr.  Richardson  was  a  member  of  the  Wakefield  board 
of  selectmen  in  1888  and  1889.  He  has  been  quite 
prominently  identified  with  various  local  organizations, 
more  particularly  the  Richardson  Light  (hiard,  Co.  A, 
Sixth  Regiment,  which  was  named  for  lijs  father. 

Dr.  Richardson  lives  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  manner 
in  the  old  homestead  where  he  was  born  fifty-three  years 
ago.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in  no  active 
business. 

Solon  O.  Richardson,  Jr.,  was  born  on  Chestnut  Street, 
Wakefield,  on  April  11,  1864,  where  he  remained  with 


his  parents  until  they  removed  to  the  Richardson  home- 
stead on  Main  Street,  in  1873.  His  early  school  days 
were  spent  at  tiie  l*ark  Latin  School,  Ikjston,  and  his 
first  appearance  in  the  puljlic  sclu)ols  of  Wakefield  was 
in  the  first  grammar.  He  continued  his  studies  liere  and 
graduated  from  the  High  School  in  tlie  class  of  1880. 
During  the  next  year  he  attended  Bryant  &  Stralton 
Commercial  College,  iSoston,  antl  in  October,  1881,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Libbey  Class  Compau)',  ■ 
■  successors  to  the  New  Englanil  Class  Works,  l-'ast 
Cambridge,  as  office  boy.  I!y  careful  attention  to 
business  he  was  rapidh'  promoted,  until  in  1888, 
upon  the  removal  of  tlie  conipan}'  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
he  became  interested,  and  was  elected  secrelar)-. 
In  this  position  he  remained  until  January,  1S91, 
when  the  company,  ha\ing  moie  business  ih.ui  it 

could  handle 
successfully  at 
its  Toledo  jilant, 
he  resigned  his 
position,  renn)\'- 
ing  to  Eindlay, 
O.,  there  start- 
ing the  Richard- 
s  o  n  Glass 
\\'orks,  manu- 
facturing special 
lass  goods  used 
in  incandescent 
lighting.  Here 
h  e  remaineil 
until  July,  1 892, 
when  the  'J'oledo 
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SOLON  OSMOND  RICHARDSON,  3D. 


factory  having  been 
enlarged,  the  two 
concerns  consoli- 
dated, and  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson was  electetl 
treasurer  and  gen- 
eral manager,  which 
position    lie  still 

holds.  Mr.  Richardson  married  on  July  17,  1886,  Miss 
Jennie  B.  Barrett,  daughter  of  J.  Augustus  Barrett,  of  Mel- 
rose, Mass.,  and,  as  the  result  of  their  union,  have  three 
children,  Solon  Osmond,  3d,  August  Barrett,  and  Ruby 
May.  Solon  Osmond  Richardson,  3d,  was  born  in  Charles- 
town  District,  Boston,  ALiss.,  Dec.  iS,  18S7,  and  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Toledo,  O.,  in  18S8.  He  bids  fair  to 
sustain  the  reputation  of  the  Richardson  family. 
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century,  for  all  Eiiglisli-sijeaking  peoples.  Under  God,  nature  did  it. 
The  wonderfid  natural  scenery  did  it.  The  bright  waters  of  the  ex- 
traordinary Scottish  and  English  lakes  did  it.  Through  them  God 
spoke.  Through  them  he  kindled  mind,  feelings,  heart.  He  did  the 
same  by  these  bright  waters,  by  tliese  beautiful  hills,  and  along 
these  glacier-marked  dales. 

And,  brethren,  when  you  erected  this  Iniilding  out  of  solid  granite 
and  solid  oak,  as  picturesque  in  architecture  as  Melrose  or  Dryburgli, 
you  not  only  reared  the  one  sufficient  outward  monument  for  all  that 
the  history  of  our  town  lias  meant,  but  you  erected,  as  a  matter  of 
art,  a  structure  destined,  I  hope,  to  last  for  hundreds  of  years,  and 
to  constitute  an  added  element  for  tlie  stinudus  of  thought,  the 
kindling  of  the  imagination,  and  the  stirring  of  devotion  amongst 
our  children  and  cliildren's  children  as  ( loci's  architecture  in  nature 
has  stirred  those  of  our  fathers. 

May  His  blessing  be  ever  with  us,  with  our  children,  and  with  the 
whole  world,  through  Jesus  Cdirist.  Aiiidii. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  SERVICE. 

At  the  noon  hour  the  chapel  was  crowded  l)y  a  com- 
pany of  young  and  old,  such  as  had  never  before  gath- 
ered at  a  session  of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  old  church. 
The  study  of  the  lesson  of  the  day  gave  place  to  the 
special  and  notable  exercises  arranged  for  the  occasion, 
as  indicated  on  a  previous  page,  under  the  direction  of 
Superintendent  A.  1).  Dimick,  assisted  by  Mr.  George 
H.  Maddock,  superintendent  of  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment. With  incense  of  prayer  and  melody  of  praise, 
with  words  of  Scripture  and  original,  memorial  verse, 
with  expressions  of  thanksgiving  and  hope,  the  session 
was  one  to  be  remembered. 

Upon  the  platform  with  the  officers  of  the  school  were 
reverend  guides  and  loved  instructors  of  other  days, 
including  Rev.  Charles  R.  Bliss,  Rev.  David  N.  lieach, 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace,  Rev.  Thomas  Albert  Emerson, 
Dea.  John  G.  Aborn,  and  Henry  L.  Eaton,  Esq. 

COMMUNION  SERVICE. 

The  communion  service  of  three  o'clock,  under  the 
direction  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Daniel  March,  of  Woburn, 
assisted  by  other  good  friends  of  the  home  church,  was 
tenderly  impressive,  accompanied  with  words  in  loving 
memory  and  recognition  of  the  saintly  men  and  women, 
who  had,  in  other  days,  laid  upon  the  sacramental  table 
consecrated  gifts  of  linen,  silver,  and  gold.  The  address, 
by  Rev.  Davitl  N.  Reach,  is  given  below  :  — 

ADDRESS.— BEFORE  THE  CUP. 

ISv  Ki:v.  David  N.  liiiAcii. 
It  was  a  beautiful  idea  of  tlie  earlier  antl  of  the  medieval  church, 
to  associate  the  active  antl  present  life  of  the  church  with  the  life  of 
those  who  had  passed  on.  The  Church  of  the  Catacombs  at  Rome, 
—  where,  partly  concealment  from  enemies,  and,  partly  nearness  to 
the  dead,  who  were  there  sepulchred,  interacted  as  impulses,  — 
probably  gave  the  church  at  large  strong  tendencies  in  that  direc- 
tion. ]5e  that  as  it  may,  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  martyred,  or  slain 
in  battle,  in  the  defense  of  Christians  against  the  heathen,  or 
fallen  in  the  wars  for  the  recovery  of  the  holy  places  of  Palestine  in 
the  successive  Crusades,  or  precious  for  analogous  reasons,  were  early 
wont  to  be  buried  within  church  walls;  and,  in  the  more  distin- 
guished instances,  the  venerated  body  would  be  brought  and  laid  in 
a  shrine  prepared  for  it  within  the  chancel,  and  under  the  altar, 
where  the  mass  —  the  then  form  of  the  Lord's  .Supper  —  was 
sacrificed  (according  to  the  theory  prevailing  at  that  time,  and  still 
held  by  the  Church  of  Rome). 


lulermural  burial  hence  became  common;  auil,  as  approaching 
that,  especially  in  our  dear  Mother  Islands,  the  placing  of  graves 
all  about  the  tluncli,  in  the  '' churcliyard,"  became  well-nigh  uni- 
versal. Such  was  the  almost  constant  usage  of  England  wlien  the 
settlement  of  Massachusetts  cjccurred  ;  and,  since  the  first  graven 
of  Reading  were  not  many  yaril.s  from  the  place  where  all  the  edi- 
fices of  this  church  l\a\e  stood,  if  we  except  the  first,  this  fact  is 
certaiidy  calculated  to  throw  suspicion  on  llie  tradition  commonly 
accepted  that  our  first  meeting-house  was  as  far  away  from  this  spot 
as  Albion  .Street. 

Now,  as  I  said,  this  association  of  the  church  living  and  active, 
with  the  church  glorified,  this  common  family  of  the  living  and  the 
dead,  — 

One  l.iniily  wc  liwL-ll  in  ilini, 
(  )nL-  1  luirili  ,il.<uu,  bL'iuMlh," 

as  our  familiar  hymn  has  it,  —  which  churchyard  bmial,  intermur.d 
burial,  and  burial  within  shiines  beneath  church  al tars,  articulated 
and  made  very  real  and  present,  was  a  beautiful  thing.  We  may 
say,  and  truly  say,  ''  It  tenileil  to  superstition,"  or,  "  It  w<is  bad 
sanitation  ;  "  but  a  great  and  beautiful  truth  was  symbolized  by  it, 
nevertheless.  That  truth  was  the  solidarity  of  the  church,  the 
individuality  of  the  church,  that  death  is  but  an  incident,  that,  , 
living  or  dying,  we  stand  together  in  Him  who  is  the  Church's  Head. 
And,  when  we  reniend)er  how  those  times,  in  their  unscientific 
ways  of  thinking,  were  subject  to  the  terrors  of  demonology,  were 
in  dread  of  multitutles  of  the  simplest  natural  phenomena,  and  had 
that  terror  of  death  which  runs  through  the  "  Sonnets,'' even  of  a- 
Shakespeare,  I  suppose  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  reali/;ethe  unspeak- 
able comfort  which  burial  within  shrines,  or  intetmural,  or  church- 
yard, afforded  to  successive  generations  through  many  centmies. 

Thus,  and  as  syndjol  of  such  glorious  truth,  and  as  comfort 
unspeakable  in  darkened  times,  it  came  about  that  the  cathedrals, 
the  abbeys,  and  the  parish  cluirches  of  the  Continent,  but  especially 
of  England,  root  themselves  among  the  bones  of  the  dead,  and  rise, 
amidst  moss-grown  tombstones,  and  speak  in  symbol  of  that  death- 
less life  whiih  corruption  niay  not  invade.  It  is  solemn,  beautifid, 
glorious!  Our  sanitation  may  be  belter  in  the  use  of  isolated  ceme- 
teries, or  of  cremation,  but  our  symbolism  loses  terribly  thereby. 

Now,  to  this  ancient  church,  in  common  with  very  few  in  Amer- 
ica, has  happened  this  privilege  :  The  graves  of  two  and  a  half 
centuries  are  close  by  it,  all  arountl  it,  mulerneath  it  ;  the  very  soil 
from  which  it  rises  consists  in  ])art  of  human  dust.  It  shall  nc\er 
lack  this  glorious  symbol  of  ever-present  life  even  in  death,  'i'o 
this  end,  the  graves  all  about  it  should  be  kept  green  ;  the  tomb- 
stones should  be  lifted,  straightened,  and  freshened;  those  of  the 
original  members  should  be  especially  marked,  or  inserted  in  these 
walls;  and  this  noble  edifice  should  be  thus  made,  in  a  sort,  an 
Abbey  Church." 

r.ut,  hajjpily,  as  in  the  ancient  churches  of  Enghnul,  and  of  the 
Continent,  this  church  has  also,  with  them,  other  memorials  sacreil 
with  age.  In  those  churches  you  will  find  ancient  armor,  dented 
in  holy  wars;  ancient  plate,  |)ressed  by  lips  whose  eloquence  has 
succeeiled  in  defying  time  ;  venerable  cloth,  falling  into  shreds,  but 
carefully  preserved  ;  and  records  traced  by  hands  many  centuries 
crumbled  into  dust.  This  church,  too,  in  less  afiluence,  indeed, 
possesses  many  analogous  memorials.  I'.very  one  of  them  shoidd 
be  carefully  gathered,  identified,  preserved.  Some  room  in  the 
church,  say  in  the  tower,  might  well  be  set  apart  as  a  treasury  of 
these  precious  memorials.  It  is  partly  fire-proof,  and  might  be 
made  more  so.  What  the  chapter  house  of  an  English  cathetlr.il 
often  treasures,  this  tower  might  serve  a  like  purpose  in  treasuring. 
In  its  fine  symmetry,  it  woidcl  thus  become,  in  a  second  and  even 
deejjer  sense,  monumental.  (  )f  some  of  these  treasures  I  brielly 
speak  ere  I  give  the  (  up. 

[At  this  |joint  Mr.  Ileach  took  up,  one  by  one,  the  several  pieces  of 
more  interesting  ancient  church  plate,  giving  the  principal  known 
facts  about  them,  and  intlicating  certain  jjrecious  associations,  con- 
temporaneous or  otherwise,  connected  with  them.  He  also  drew 
attention  to  the  linen  cloth  for  the  <:ommunion  table,  used  at  the 
sacrament  for  nearly  two  generations,  anil  on  this  occasion,  and 
superseded  only  lately.  The  cup  of  [746  was  held  in  his  hand  dur- 
ing the  prayer.  I 
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PRAYER.— WITH  THE  CUP. 

15  V    Rl'.V.    l)A\'IIi   N.  liKAdl. 

J, el  us  pray.  -       ■       ' '. 

We  tliank  ihee,  our  Heavenly  Father,  for  the  exquisite  manner  in 
which  thou  dost  teach  thy  children  through  symbols  Nearly  every- 
thing is  a  symliol.  Human  speech,  even,  is  scarcely  more  tlian  an 
organism  of  symbols  and  images.  Our  very  life  is  symbolic.  We 
are  body  and  spirit.  "  l^'irst  tliat  wliich  is  natural,  afterward  that 
which  is  spiritual." 

In. this  light  how  precious  is  tlie  liistory  of  thy  church  throughout 
the  ages!  Its  form  changes,  its  organization,  its  ritual,  the  state- 
ment of  the  truths  which  it  liokls.  Its  usages  are  continually  modi- 
fied.  We  look  back  and  see  its  errors,  as  others  will  look  back  and 
see  those  which  mark  it  in  our  own  time.  lUit  one  steadfast  purpose 
— thy  purpose,  which  man  may  not  defeat — imderrims  them.  We 
have  been  thiid<ing  of  the  history  of  thy  church  in  one  particular, 
that  of  shrines,  the  resting-places  of  the  dead,  the  holy  influences 
flowing  therefrom,  and  from  the  venerable  memorials  preserved  by 
the  church  from  earlier  ages.  l''.rror  has  tloubtless  invaded  this 
domain  ;  superstition,  tendency  even  to  idolatry  :  but  these  do  but 


generations,  these  holy  end)lenis  have  been  spread  ;  for  tin-  ancicnl 
oak  of  this  communion  table;  for  the  records,  |)ale  with  age,  .md 
for  like  things,  the  ile.ir  heritage  of  this  church  !  May  this  church 
appreciate  anil  rightly  and  nobly  use  such  a  heritage.  \ot  in  blind 
adherence  to  the  |)aNt,  not  with  the  least  superstition,  nfil  In  liiiilding 
the  sepuUhers  of  the  pri)pliets  and  belying  the  pmpliels  ol  then  anil 
of  now;  but,  the  rather,  in  more  of  reverence,  in  a  tleeper  ^ense  of 
history,  in  larger  and  richer  conceptions  of  the  kingdom  of  (lod, 
its  solid. irily,  its  perpetuity,  its  eternal  youth,  its  everlasting  expan- 
si\eness,  its  infinite  future,  the  nearness,  and  realitv,  and  (  (inliiiuily 
of  the  unseen  worUI  !  Set  lo  colled,  anil  guartl,  and  treasure,  and 
p.iss  on  to  other  generations,  these  ccjncrete  sx  inbols  of  things  in- 
visible .Hid  eternal,  may  it  rise  to  and  fulfil  its  t.isk,  in  e\er  lontiuu- 
ing  youth,  .nid  activity,  and  freshness,  and  power  of  church  lite. 

And  now,  as  out  of  these  ancient  \essels,  we  take  this  cup,  ni.iy 
its  own  divine  syud)olism,  likewise,  roll  o\'er  us  auti  consecrate  us. 
How  mysterious,  to  the  ancients,  was  blootl  !  They  did  not  know 
its  laws,  its  circulation,  and  the  lest,  as  we  know  ihem.  but  they 
knew  —  .uid  it  is  the  sulistance  ol  all  that  we  know  that  it  was  ///r-. 
Ilence  its  s.uictity.     Ilence  the  slain  lamb,  the  blood  of  the  I'ass- 


illustrate  how  the  holiest  truths  of  C,ol\,  ti  uths  even  about  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  about  this  cup,  may  be  perverted.  The  abuse  .and  per- 
version do  not  extinguish  the  truth.  That  truth  lives,  and  inspires, 
antl  elevates  men. 

For  all,  then,  that  shrines,  tliat  the  resting-places  of  the  dead 
witliin  or  near  the  church,  and  that  preserved  memorials  of  earlier 
times  and  earlier  piety,  have,  by  their  holy  inlluence,  symlioli/ed  for 
the  church  from  age  to  age,  making  the  truth  of  (jod  more  real  and 
felt,  we  give  thee  thanks.  Our  iMiglish  birthright  is  especially  hal- 
lowed, through  many  centuries  of  the  wonderfully  providential  his- 
tory of  our  Mother  Islands,  by  just  such  symbols  and  holy  influences. 
'I'hey  largely  contributed  to  that  hour  of  crisis  in  laigland's  history 
when  Massachusetts  was  born.  'Fheir  influence  has  descendeil  as  a 
legacy  to  us.  flod  forbid  that  we  shoidd  grow  dull  and  listless, 
ever,  thereto ! 

We  liless  thee  that,  in  continuance  of  the  same,  this  church  is 
specially  owned  and  honored  of  (iod.  We  bless  thee  for  the  sacred 
graves;  for  the  rising  of  the  fair  stones  of  this  edifice  out  of  holy 
dust;  for  the  precious  vessels  consecrated  to  this  church's  use  out 
of  many  generations;  for  that  identical  cloth  upon  which,  for  two 


o\er,  the  "  blooil  of  the  new  covruanl,"  the  life  of  Christ  given 
tor  men.  That,  ni.iy  this  cup  mean  for  us.  May  it  bespeak  Christ, 
the  Fife  living  in  us.     M.iy  this  be  very  real  anil  vital  to  us, 

(  )ut  of  these  vessels,  on  this  spot,  among  the  holy  dead,  .imidsl 
the  changes  of  time,  govei  iimerits,  customs,  usages,  theories, —  every- 
thing shifting,  changing,  passing,  ~- how  many  generations  ha\e 
received  the  same  symbol  of  that  which  changes  not,  —  the  [jower, 
and  love,  and  grace  of  Christ!  That  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now, 
ever  shall  be,  and  only  in  it  and  by  it  shall  we  live,  and  serve,  and 
grow,  eternally. 

I  )ear,  sacred  spot  !  I  )ear,  holy  vessels  among  so  many  historic  ob- 
ject.s  !  Dear,  .mcient,  honored,  living  branch  of  the  Universal  (  'hurch  ' 
I  )ear  presences  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead,  though  unseen,  all  abcuil 
us!  Hear  Christ,  center  of  all,  hope  of  all,  crown  of  all,  I'ower  ol 
all  !  t)  thou  r.lessed  One,  hallow  to  us  the  memories,  kindle  us  with 
the  inspirations,  actuali/.e  and  glorify  for  us  the  hopes  of  this  hour. 
And  if,  as  we  have  failh  to  believe,  this  church  is  yet  but  in  its  in- 
fancy; if  other  years,  generations,  centuries  shall  pass  over  it  ;  it  new 
times,  larger  thought,  ampler  life,  are  in  store  for  it  and  for  the 
world,  —  niav  those  who,  at  ollu;r  golden  milestones  of  itshisloiy 
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JAMKS  l'',LTS'l'IS  was  i>[  Uie  fourtli  j^oneralioa  in 
descent  from  William  Eustis.  The  first  record  we 
have  of  the  Eustis  family  is  in  connection  with  the  birth 
of  John  Eustis,  son  of  said  William,  which  birth  occurred 
Dec.  8,  1659.  James  was  liorn  in  Salem,  Mass.,  June  19, 
1797.  His  i^arents  wei'e  Joseph  Sprai;ue  Eustis  and 
I'oUy  (Nichols)  Eustis,  formerly  of  Reading.  His  mother 
dying  in  ids  infancy,  he  was  taken  and  cared  for  by  his 
(Jrandmother  Xichuls,  who  lived  on  tiie  same  estate  which 
Mr.  Eustis  afterwards  occupied  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  where  he  died  Jan.  8,  1879,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  six  months,  and  nineteen  days.  Some  twelve  years 
of  his  infancy  and  boyhood  were  spent  in  what  is  now 
Wakefield,  until  the  second  marriage  of  his  father  in 
1809,  when  he  retiu'ned  to  Salem  and  attended  its  ])ublic 
schools.  His  father  died  in  1812,  and  in  1814  the  son 
went  to  Charlestown  to  learn 

the  dry  goods    trade   with        f"  •  '  ' 

Deacon  Skelton,  with  whom  '  ' 
he  continued  until  he  had 
saved  sufticient  means  to  set 
up  business  for  himself.  In 
April,  1827,  he  removed  to 
South  Reading,  taking  the 
unsold  eifects  of  his  store 
with  him,  continuing  his  dry 
goods  bu.siness  in  the  E  of 
the  house  which  became  his 
permanent  home.  In  a  few 
years,  havin 
posed  o  f 

according  to  his  original  pur- 
pose, he  turned  his  attention 
more  particularly  to  the  gar- 
den, the  orchard,  and  the 
field.  He  engaged  enthu- 
siastically in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, became  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Horticul- 
tural Society  in  1829,  ami  a 
member  of  the  .Middlesex 
Agricultural  Society,  in  1832, 
with  both  of  which  he  con- 
tinued an  active  member 
until  his  decease,  a  space  of  nearly  fifty  years, 
through  his  agency  in  a  degree,  that  the  South 
.\gricultural  Eibrary  was  procured  in  i860,  and  also  the 
Horticultural  Society  which  was  organized  in  1861,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  president.  He  married,  first,  Aug. 
27,  1822,  Susannah  Johnson  Newell,  who  was  born  April 
3,  1797,  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  died  March  2,  1842. 
Mr.  Eustis  was  directly  connected  by  blood  with  some  of 
the  oldest  and  worthiest  families  of  Reading,  being  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Rev.  Samuel  Haugh,  Dea.  'I'homas 
Nichols,  and  others.  He  was  a  worthy  citizen,  making 
his  own  business  his  special  care.  He  married,  second, 
Aug.  28,  1843,  Hannah  Barr,  of  Salem,  who  died  Jan.  22, 
1892,  aged  ninet^'-one  years,  the  death  of  her  twin  sister. 
Miss  Sarah  i!arr,  having  occurred  one  month  and  three 
days  before.    The  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  were, 


gradually  di.s- 
his  merchandise 


JAMES  EUSTIS. 


It  was 
Readintr 


Eli/al)eth,  born  in  Charlestown,  May  25,  1823;  Abigail 
]5radish,  l)t)rn  Jime  (>,  1825  ;  Ellen  Maria,  born  March  28, 
1827  ;  Susan,  born  May  3,  1829  ;  James,  born  Jan.  18,  1831, 
Joseph  Sprague,  born  May  26,1833  ;  Henry  Warren,  born 
Feb.  27,  1835  ;  William  Constantine,  l)orn  July  4,  1837. 
Three  (A  Mr.  ICuslis's  sons  did  gootl  service  f(jr  the  Union 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Joseph  S.  enlisted  for  three 
months  in  1861,  Co.  B,  5th  Regiment,  was  wounded  at 
the  Battle  of  I'.ull  Run,  reenlisted  in  1S62  for  nine 
months  (E,  50th  Regiment).  Henry  W.  enlisted  for  three 
months  in  1861  (Co.  !!,  5th  Regiment);  reenlisted  in  1864, 
for  three  years,  in  United  States  Signal  Corps.  W'm.  C. 
enlisted  in  1862,  for  nine  months  (Co.  E,  50th  Regiment). 
Mr.  Eustis  was  a  good  singer  and  taught  singing  schools 
and  classes,  and  was  for  many  years  the  leader  of  the 
choir  of    the  Congregational  church,   of   which  he  was 

an  active  member.    He  fre- 
■     .  I        (juently  sang  on  public  oc- 

",  j       casions,  and  his  deep  bass 

voice  produced  sweet  soimds 
that  still  linger  in  the  mem- 
ory of  the  living.  Mr.  l'',ustis 
served  on  the  board  of  select- 
men for  tiie  }-ears  1839  and 
1840. 

He  attended  most  of  the 
agricultural  a  n  d  horticul- 
tural fairs  and  gatherings  in 
the  \'icinity,  where  might  be 
seen  handsome  contributions 
from  his  own  orchard.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  local 
insurance  agents  in  those 
times,  and  the  principal  if  not 
the  sole  auctioneer  in  to\vn 
f<;r  many  years.  A  s  a  n 
auctioneer  he  was  noted  for 
fairness  and  honorable  deal- 
ing. Purchasers  had  t  h  e 
privilege  of  examining  the 
wares  for  themsehes,  l)ut 
the}'  would  sometimes  o\'er- 
look  what  his  keen  eye  would 
cliscoN'er,  and  he  was  wont 
article  is  imperfect  and  you 
was  a  member  of  the  Bunker 
Hill  .Monument  .Association,  holding  a  certilicate  signed 
by  Daniel  Webster  and  other  eminent  men.  'I'his  cer- 
tificate is  now  in  possession  of  his  son,  Henry  W.  luistis. 
Mr.  Eustis  did  not  appear  like  a  weary  pilgrim  bowed 
down  with  age,  even  when  fourscore  years  had  passed  over 
him.  His  correct  habits  and  cheerful  disposition  ke|3t 
him  young  in  feeling  and  appearance.  He  celebrated 
his  seventy-ninth  birthday  at  the  residence  of  his  daughter 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Burgess,  in  Cambridgeport,  where  three 
generations  were  represented,  and  about  forty  persons 
were  present.  With  vigor  seeniingh'  unabated,  he  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion,  which  was  a  great  pleasure 
to  himself  and  his  friends.  'I'hough  born  in  Salem,  he 
spent  about  sixty-three  years  of  his  life  in  this  town. 


to  remind  them  that  "  this 
will  bid  accordingly."  He 
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answering  to  tins  celebration,  shall  look  Ijack  to  the  church  of  these 
years,  lind  the  clearest  evidences  that  we  lived  in  thee,  wroiiglit  in 
thee,  were  filled  witli  thy  Spirit,  and  greatly  helped  thereby  to  ad- 
vance the  kingdom  of  tlie  Lord  Jesus. 

In  thy  dear  name,  and  for  thy  dear  sake,  alone,  we  ask  and  offer 
all.  Amen. 


EVENING  SERVICE. 

At  the  union  service  in  the  evening,  the  spacious, 
stone  church  was  filled  to  overtiowing,  incUiding  many 
delegates  and  visitors  from  sister  and  daughter  ciiurches, 
and  friends  from  tiie  neighboring  towns.  I'he  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Eliss  presided  at  this  service,  and  tiie  whole 
program  was  very  successfully  carried  out.  Former 
pastors  of  the  home  church,  and  representatives  of  local 
and  daughter  churches,  were  called  to  the  platform  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Bliss,  with  felicitous  words  of  introduction. 
The  responses  were  worthy  the  occasion,  and  abounded 
with  an  earnest  spirit  of  fraternity,  congratulation,  and 
Christian  love. 

Following  are  some  of '  the  addresses  delivered  at  this 
historic  service  :  — 

Introductory  Address  by  Kev.  Charles  i\.  liliss. 

Dear  Friends :  I  count  it  a  marked  privilege,  and  an  honor  alto- 
gether undeserved,  to  stand  in  this  long,  ministerial  succession, 
reacliing  over  two  and  a  half  eventful  centuries,  and  express  the 
greetings  of  this  occasion.  The  pastors  of  this  ancient  church  have 
gloried  in  the  nature  of  their  sacred  calling,  and  liave  gladly 
expended  their  powers  in  unwearied  efforts  to  bring  the  great  truths 
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of  the  word  of  God  to  bear  upon  men,  and  for  this  reason  have 
always  cherished  a  warm  interest  in  the  practical  affairs  of  daily 
life,  watching,  with  keen  observation,  all  movements  affecting  civil 
rights,  social  conditions,  and  the  temporal  well-being  of  men.  I 
feel  confident  that,  could  I  speak  for  then)  all  to-night — and, 
indeed,  I  may  assume  the  right  to  do  so — -I  should  utter  their  enthu- 
siastic and  united  welcomes  and  congratulations. 

The  ashes  of  several  of  those  men  rest  not  many  feet  from  the 
very  spot  where  I  stand.  The  place  of  their  slumber  borders  upon 
the  place  of  their  service.  The  very  ground  beneath  our  feet  is 
holy.  Pastors  and  people  have  here  gathered  during  eight,  even 
nine,  generations,  and  considered  together  the  great  facts  of  mortal- 
ity and  immortality.    Truths  have  been  uttered,  prayers  have  been 


offered,  praises  have  been  sung,  on  this  spot  by  men  and  wonu-u 
whose  well-spent  lives  have  shed  benedictions  upon  cheir  ineuiories. 

What  a  glorious  reunion  we  shonUl  h.ive,  could  they  a\\  come  baik 
anil  join  us  on  this  eventful  occasion  !  Here  on  the  [ilatforin  would 
be  the  ministers, — Clreen,  Haugh,  lirock,  Pierpont,  llrown,  liobljy, 
Prentiss,  Emerson,  and  the  rest  of  us  who,  not  being  dead,  do  not 
amount  to  so  mucli.  Wh.it  a  greeting  lho.>e  men  would  ha\f,  in 
spite  of  their  powdered  wigs  and  severe  aspects  I  Here  on  the  front 
seat  would  be  the  deacons,  over  forty  of  them,  all  serving  for  life, 
—  Perkinses  tliree,  liancrofts  three,  I'.mersons  three,  and  hitch, 
and  Temple,  and  Nichols,  and  Eaton,  with  many  oiliers,  and  good 
old  .Viiron  Pryant,  the  memory  of  whose  form  and  \oice  lingers 
with  many  of  us  yet  as  a  sacred  legacy.  The  leacling  f.nuilies  would 
all  be  here,  the  esipures  and-the  yeomen,  anti  now  and  then  a 
Negro  slave.  Here,  alK)ut  the  organ,  perhaps,  there  would  be 
clustered  a  little  circle  of  people  who,  150  years  ago,  were  opposetl 
to  a  public  singing  school  as  "savoring  of  popery,"  but,  having 
been  so  long  in  heaven,  they  have  lost  their  fears,  and  learned  to  love 
good  music.  Near  one  of  those  radiators  there  might  be  another 
group,  wlio,  not  far  from  two  hundred  years  ago,  besought  the 
pastor  on  one  occasion  that  jnildic  services  on  the  admission  of 
members  might  be  held  in  his  kitchen,  because  they  were  not  al)le 
to  endure  the  "sharpness  of  the  present  cold"  in  the  meeting- 
house, but  afterwards  were  troubled  in  their  consciences  lest  such  a 
service  would  be  found  to  be  illegal. 

People  of  martial  bearing  would  be  here,  some  from  the  Indian 
wars,  and  others  from  the  capture  of  Louisburg;  some  from  the  bat- 
tle of  Lake  George,  and  others,  with  Parson  Prentiss  at  their  head, 
from  the  Concord  fight;  some  from  the  battle  of  Pnnker  Hill,  and 
others  from  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  How  would  these  aisles, 
and  seats,  and  vacant  spaces,  above  and  below,  be  thronged  with 
guests,  wearing  looks  of  strange  interest,  surjirise,  wonder,  with 
slight  sliades  of  disapproval,  perhaps,  but  all  one  in  faith  and 
feeling ! 

.Slioidd  we  turn  this  meeting  into  a  conference,  what  strange 
voices  sliould  we  hear!  Men  born  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
educated  and  persecuted  under  the  first  James  and  the  first  Charles, 
would  tell  us  how  the  gos[)el  faretl  when  they  were  boys  in  oKl 
Englaiul.  Men  who  had,  perhaps,  seen  Cr<imwell  and  his  in\incible 
Ironsitles  woidd  say  a  wort!  about  the  way  in  which  that  f.imous 
Puritan  corps  let  a  gleam  of  light  into  the  darkness  of  despotism. 

Possibly  a  few  patient  souls,  accused  once  of  witchcraft,  would 
tell  us  what  they  suffered  from  cruel  suspicions  and  persecutions 
in  that  darkest  day  which  New  Engkuid  e\er  knew.  Deacon  Sam- 
uel Bancroft,  the  deleglite  of  this  church  to  the  famous  council 
over  Jonathan  Eduarils,  at  Northampton,  would  tell  us  how  he 
was  impressed  with  the  appear.uice  of  that  greatest  of  .American 
philosophers;  and  old  father  Hobby  himself  would  possibly  rise  in 
his  jjlace,  and  tell  us,  not  only  of  his  accpiaintance  with  Jonathan 
Edwards,  Ijut  of  that  sharp  controversy  over  Whitefield,  and  that 
battery  of  pamphlets  which  he  himself  opened  on  the  professors  of 
Harvard  College  on  that  matter.  Men  of  North  Reading,  who  for 
seventy-live  years  were  members  of  this  church,  coming  hither 
to  meeting  from  the  C(.)nfines  of  Andover,  eight  miles  away,  woidd 
tell  us  how  little  they  made  of  distance  in  those  days;  while  men 
of  Reading,  who  belonged  to  this  chiu'ch  125  years  ago,  would  rise  and 
explain  through  what  process  of  degeneracy  they  came  to  feel  that 
a  distance  of  only  three  miles  was  too  great  for  them.  And  per- 
haps those  brethren  who  withdrew,  near  a  century  ago,  to  form 
the  Baptist  churcli,  others,  still  later,  to  form  the  Universalist 
church,  would  tell  us  how  it  all  came  about,  and  express  their 
regrets  that  at  that  time  the  waters  of  controversy  were  not  wholly 
cpiiet,  as  no  doubt  not  a  few  on  our  side  would  also  do.  Of  course, 
we  are  all  now  glad,  with  all  these  thriving  chinches  about  us,  that 
the  separation  occurred,  and  proud  also  that  the  old  mother,  in 
her  advancing  years,  wears  her  honors  so  well,  and  that  she  has 
not  become  so  decrepit  as  to  be  unable  to  set  before  her  daughters 
a  fair  example. 

Churches  have  great  historical  value,  and  this  fact  has  a  novel 
illustration  before  our  eyes.  This  pulpit  and  communion  table  and 
these  chairs  are  made  of  oak  taken  from  the  timbers  of  the  old 
church  erected  I  24  years  ago.  Its  fibres  then  vibrated  to  the  voice  and 
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TWO  HUNDRKl)  AND  l'[  FFI  I'.'l'l  [  ANNIVERSARY 


JOHN  C;OUM)  AUORN  was  bom  in  Reading,  Nov. 
23,  1S22,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Eli/al)etli  (Oould)  Aborn  and  liie  grandson  of  Deacon 
Samuel  AI)orn,  foiineii}-  a  prominent  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  L_\nntield.  lie  comes  of  gooil  I'matan  l:)lood. 
The  first  American  jjiogenitcjrs  were  located  at  Salem  and 
1-ynn.  When  the  son  was  an  infant  of  six  months  the 
father  of  Mr.  Al)orn  remo\'ed  to  L3  nnrield  to  occup)-  a 
half  of  the  extensive  farni  of  his  own  father,  Deacon 
Samuel  Aliorn,  now  owned  by  Miles  Thurston.  When  a 
lad  of  nine  )'eais  he  was  sent  to  .Vugusta,  Me.,  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  {'"rederick  Aboi'u.  After  a  residence  of 
four  and  a  half  )'ears  in  the  capital  cit\'  of  tiie  Pine  Tree 
State,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Nfassachusetts,  his 
father  bein<r  then  a  resident  of  South  Readinjr,  and 
occupying  the  old  Tweed  house  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Salem  Street,  demolished  in 

1866.     Mr.  [(jhn  Aborn,  the   

father,  built,  a  few  )ears  later, 
the  dwelling  house  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Salem 
Street,  where  he  spent  the 
balance  of  his  daj's.  Mr. 
Aborn,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  had  few  advantages 
for  education  in  eai'ly  life 
and  made  his  \\.\y  b\-  foice 
of  character,  good  habits  and 
persistent  industry,  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  town  and 
the  South  Reading  Acadeni)- 
affording  him  the  elenients  of 
a  good  education.  Me  learned 
the  trade  of  a  slK)emaker, 
and  in  1S44  went  to  li\c 
with  Mr.  John  White,  then  a 
)')rominent  shoe  manufacturer 
of  South  Reading,  to  assist 
him  in  his  business.  He 
married,  in  1S45,  Miss  Mar\ 
E.  White,  the  daughter  of  ids 
employer,  and  they  have  now 
for  half  a  centur\'  walked  to- 
gether in  love  and  harmony, 

occupying  the  beautiful  home  established  by  them  on  the 
easterly  borders  of  Eake  (^)uannapowitt.  Soon  after  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Aborn  became  a  co-partner  with  Mr.  White 
under  the  lirm  name  of  John  While  Co.  Under  their 
wise  and  honorable  management,  tiie  business  expanded 
and  prospered,  Mr.  White  retiring  from  the  firm  full  of 
years,  in  1858.  'I'he  business  was  continued  by  Mr. 
iVlxjrn  alone,  for  about  twelve  years,  when  Mr.  Henry 
Haskell,  Jr.,  was  received  into  the  firm,  and  twelve  years 
later,  Mr.  Aborn  resigned  to  Mr.  Haskell  the  entire 
ownership  of  the  extensive  business.  The  specialties  of 
the  firm  were  ladies',  misses',  and  children's  shoes,  and 
the  name  of  the  firm  has  ever  been  known  as  a  synonym 
for  fair,  jiromjit,  and  honest  dealing,  and  for  the  high 
character  of  the  goods  manufactured. 

Mr.  Aliorn  has  had  no  children  of  his  own.  but  two  of 
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his  younger  reiatix'cs,  left  motherless  at  a  tentlei'  age, 
have  giowu  up  in  his  Ikmiic,  receiving  fatherly  and 
motherly  alfection  and  nurtuie,  and  now,  ha\'iiig  left  the 
sheltering  roof  of  their  adoption,  are  esteemed  ladies  (jf 
Waketield,  with  tamilies  ol  their  own, 

Mr.  Aljorn  has  been  in  politics  a  whig,  while  there 
was  a  party  of  the  name,  and  in  later  )'ears  a  sti'ong 
repul)lican,  though  not  a  partisan,  exercising  his  own  in- 
dependent judgment  in  respect  to  party  measures  and 
candidates.  In  the  great  war  of  the  Rebellion  his 
patriotism  was  warm  ami  active,  and  man)  soldieis  and 
tiieir  families  were  assisted  from  his  open  hand.  He  has 
been  for  man)'  }ears  deepi}'  and  thoroughh'  interested  in 
religious  concerns,  and  has  a  tireat  love  for  the  old  church  . 
of  the  f  irst  I'arish,  whose  membership  he  joined  in  1858. 
[n   i860  he  was  made  a  deacon  for  life,  and  has  e\er 

since  conscientiousl)'  ))  e  r- 
formecl  his  duties  as  such, 
and  adorned  the  office.  1  )ur- 
ing  four  years  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Simday 
school,  which  grew  in  grace 
antl  numbers  under  his  de- 
voted leadership.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  general 
committee  of  the  jiarish  for 
building  the  new  ( "ongreg.i- 
tional  church,  and  ghull)- 
contributed  liber. dl\'  of  his 
me.iiis  t(jW.\rds  the  erection 
of  tfie  beautiful  and  massi\e 
Ntructure.  Though  Deacon 
Aborn  has  been  largely  in- 
terested .ind  identified  with 
church  and  parish  acli\ities, 
he  has  e\'er  been  read}'  to 
work  and  help  tow.irds  the 
best  material  prosperil)'  ol  the 
town  where  he  livi's,  .uid  her 
public  insl itul ions.  He  has 
been  tlisinclined  to  aciept 
]nil)lic  oltice,  Init  as  trustee 
of  the  Waketield  S.u'ings 
Rank  and  director  ol  the 
W.ikelield  Real  f.state  and  building  Association,  he  has 
manifested  his  sympath)'  with  enterprises  institutetl  for 
the  development  of  the  town  and  the  accomniodation  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  has  been  esiieci.iUy  earnest  and  acli\  e 
in  his  elUjrts  to  embellish  parks  ,ind  other  public  [ilaces 
with  beautiful  shade  trees. 

Reing  connected,  by  descent,  with  many  of  the  ohl 
families  of  Wakefield,  Reading,  and  Lynnlield,  Deacon 
.\born  has  respect  for  the  "  traditions  of  the  elders  "  and 
is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  efforts  of  the  iiresent  gener- 
ation to  glean  instruction  and  ins])iration  from  the  deeds 
and  sacrifices  of  the  true  men  ami  women  of  former  days, 
lie  is  a  \alued  member  of  the  Wakefield  Historical 
Society,  and  was  a  vice-president  ol  the  (leneral  I '0111- 
mittee  of  Wakefield,  having  in  charge  the  (Quarter  Millen- 
nial Celebration. 
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matle  a  record  of  thu  sermons  of  Caleb  I'rentiss,  who  lias  been  in  his 
grave  nearly  one  hundretl  years,  lint  we  have  been  informed  thai  thi> 
oak  was  cut  from  the  minister's lol.  Vour  f.ithers,  unlike  their  sous, 
never  viseil  in  their  buildings  newly  thrown  timber.  'I'his  oak,  tlierc- 
fore,  must  have  been  old  when  tliey  cut  it,  124  yeais  ago,  and  who 
shall  say  that  John  lirock  and  Jonathan  I'ierpoiU,  one  hundred  years 
earlier,  did  not  rehearse  their  sermons  in  that  primeval  forest,  which 
was  then  the  home  lot,  or  converse  under  the  shade  of  those  spreatl- 
ing  trees.  The  fibres  then  of  this  oak  made  a  record  of  their  words 
and  we,  of  course,  see  at  once  what  volumes  of  ancient  and  wonder- 
ful things  these  silent  books  contain.  This  wooil,  polished  so 
beautifully,  seems  to  mock  us,  since  it  contains  so  much  which  we 
would  be  glad  to  know  but  have  not  the  skill  to  e.\tract.  Tiie  |)ower 
1(1  report  124  years  of  sermons,  to  say  nothing  of  those  belonging 
to  the  previous  hundred  years,  would  be  something,  and  if  we  should 
add  to  these  the  weddings  and  the f imerals,  the  possible  contentions, 
the  confessions,  the  prayers,  and  the  songs,  the  discussions  at  town 
meetings,  and  tlie  celelirations  over  victories,  we  might  well  con- 
gratulate ourselves  over  our  treasures,  if  we  onlv  had  the  key  to 
unlock  them. 

\)o  you  say  this  is  all  fancy?  Possibly  you  are  right;  but  there  is 
sometiung  which  tliis  illustrates  that  cannot  be  stigmatized  as  fancy. 
It  is  this  :  those  sermons,  those 
religious  services,  those  con- 
tinuous instrumentalities  for 
arousing  the  divine  life  in  man, 
made  their  record — not  one 
contained  in  perishal)le  wood, 
but  one  forever  engraved  in 
the  characters  of  these  suc- 
cessive generations.  A  silent, 
irresistible  power  has  gone 
out  from  this  spot  into  all 
these  homes,  these  schools, 
this  municipality,  sustaining 
good  order,  developing  man- 
liood  and  womanhood,  rear- 
ing bulwarks  against  vices 
and  crimes,  and  casting  up 
a  highway  for  all  domestic, 
social,  and  ci\  ic  virtues. 

We  may  well  congratulate 
ourselves  that  250  years  of 
this  glorious  service  are  now 
completeil.  \' e  a  r  s  more 
eventful  have  not  passed  in 
human  history  since  those 
made  forever  memoralile  by 
the  earthly  life  of  our  Lord. 
The  seed  planted  on  these 
bleak  shores  has  borne  a  harvest  far  transcending  the  brightest  hopes 
of  those  faithfid  men  who  crossed  the  sea  to  fulfil  that  holy  pur- 
pose. Years  ago,  the  area  of  their  enterprise  expanding  westwartl 
reached  the  Pacific  coast,  and  wherever  it  has  gone,  it  has  left  traces 
of  the  original  purpose  which  freighted  the  "  Mayllower,"'  and  sur- 
rounded Massachusetts  llay  with  towns  and  churches. 

It  was  my  privilege,  last  week,  to  attend  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Congregational  Association  of  Illinois,  the  State  of  niy  present 
home.  More  than  three  hundred  churches,  the  oldest  of  which  is 
iiut  si.xty-three  years  of  age,  have  been  gathered  in  that  imperial 
commonwealth  under  our  own  ecclesiastical  banner,  and  I  can  bear 
witness  to  their  fidelity  to  the  traditions  of  our  ancestors,  and  to  the 
faith  that  centers  around  the  cross  of  Christ.  Other  common- 
wealths of  vast  area  and  promise  have  also  welcomed,  in  ever  grow- 
ing numbers,  churches  of  our  name  and  lineage,  and  we  may  well 
thank  C.od,  not  alone  for  the  past,  but  for  the  hope  which  the 
present  inspires.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  yeans  cover  a  long  space 
of  time,  yet  we  doubtless  stand  at  the  0|)ening  of  our  history. 
What  are  two  centuries  and  a  half  in  the  steady  moving  forward  of 
God's  purposes?  The  ages  are  his,  and  what  does  he  reepiire  of 
man  !)ut  fidelity  to  those  lofty  ideals  and  principles  which  were  first 
revealed  in  the  words  and  life  of  his  Son,  then  illustrated  in  the 


(.'liristian  heroism  of  succeeding"  ages,  and  made  especially  lumimuis 
in  the  century  which  witnessed  the  founding  of  Xew  I  jiglaml  ! 

These  ideals  are  like  the  sun  shining  in  his  strength,  iIicsl-  principles 
are  like  liie  giauite  of  our  native  hills.  I'.y  the  light  of  these  ideals  ' 
let  us  biiilil  up(jii  these  massi\e  piiuciples  the  edifice  of  our  personal 
and  national  hopes,  and  (iod  will  gi\e  us  a  succession  cif  centuries 
e.ich  one  of  whic  h  shad  e\(  i  l  in  gli)ry  and  power  e\  erv  our  that 
preceded  it. 

Address  of  Rev.  Roliert  W.  Wallace,  of  Newport,  i\.  I., 
a  former  pastor  of  the  i'  irst  ( dtii;Te<;atioiiai  C'luircli, 
Wakefield. 

Hchn'til  l-'rititils:  [  esteem  it  a  great  pleasinc  .uid  .lu  hnuoi  to 
participate  in  yoin-  anniversary  exercises  to-day.  Ami  while  tliere  is 
a  fitness  in  my  being  with  you  becaiise  of  my  tuinier  pastoi.il 
relation  to  you,  there  is  also  a  fitness  in  my  coming  from  Rhcide 
Island, since  it  was  in  1014  tliat  Roger  Williams  received  his  i  harter 
for  that  little  colony,  a  possession  which  made  him  somewhat  uioie 
respected  by  the  colonists  about  Massachusetts  Pay. 

I  liave  been  wondering  whether  1  might  be  able  to  help,  especially 
my  young  friemls,  appreciate  the  events  which  clustered  about  the 

ye.u'  in  which  this  church  was 
founded.  May  I  attempt  to 
reprotluce  tlie  religions  set- 
ting of  I  644  ? 

llow  really  remote  that 
date  Seems,  when  we  set  our- 
selves to  think  abou  t  it.  And 
how  leceut  and  even  juve- 
nile other  great  events  seem, 
with  which  we  are  ac(|uaintrcl. 
The  great  lialtle  of  Waterloo 
had  not  yet  been  fought;  the 
Irench  Revolution  had  um 
yet  altered  the  relations  of 
the  (iailic  race.  There  were 
then  no  L'niled  States,  no 
I  )eclaratioii  of  1  lulcpendence, 
no  (ieorge  Washington. 
Tliese  were  all  afteiwards. 
long"  afterwards. 

The  niovenieut  that  lesult- 
ed  in  the  establishnieut  of 
this  (hurch  and  the  sistei 
churclies  hereabouts  ha<l  a 
l.oge  religious  element  in  it. 
Whetlier  you  look  at  one 
side  of  the  ocean,  or  the 
other,  it  was  a  time  when 
men  h.id  intense  religimis  conv  ictions.  The  one  regret  is  that  might 
was  too  Irecpiently  called  into  play  in  maintaining  (U"  pro|")agatiiig 
these  convictions.  They  h.id  the  Pible  in  their  bieast  pocket,  and 
the  sword  on  their  thigh. 

Wherevei"  they  sat  down,"  says  (  otton  Mather,  '•  these  colonists 
were  so  mindful  of  their  ei  land  into  the  vvildci  iiess,  that  nne  ol  their 
liist  vvoiks  vv.is  to  gathei"  a  church  intu  the  covenant  and  order  of 
the  gospel." 

()uite  recently,  1  sent  a  little  tree  to  the  Pacific  coast  for  the  class- 
day  exercises  of  the  L' niv  ersily  of  ( '.ilifoi  nia.  Put  while  that  tree 
is  to  be  planted  and  is  to  grow  in  California's  soil,  it  had  clinging  to 
its  rootlets  some  of  the  soil  by  the  Atlantic.  .And  when  you  ,uul  I 
think  of  the  planting  of  this  church  here,  we  must  recall  that  it  was 
a  transijlanted  church,  ami  that  some  of  the  soil  of  Irans-Atlautii; 
conviction  and  [liety  was  clinging  to  its  roots. 

What  then  were  the  religious  coiulitions  heie  ,nul  across  the  sea? 
All  about  here  there  was  the  shadow  of  paganism.  There  uere 
twenty  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  bounds  of  the  pl.iiitation  of 
Massachusetts.  John  Idiot  w.is  busy  studying  with  the  young  I'eqtiot 
Indians  taken  in  one  of  the  conllicts.  I  '.liot  was  busy  with  his  trans- 
lation of  the  scriptures,  and  was  just  beginning  to  be  able  to  [ireach 
in  the  Indian  tongue.     The  Jesuits  had  just  arrived  in  the  l.nid  to 
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ihu  iioitli  of  us,  those  nvissioiuirics  wliose  zt-al  ami  expUuls  have 
been  so  charmingly  told  by  Francis  Parknian. 

Across  the  sea,  there  was  a  great  struggle  for  the  doctrines  of  the 
Reformation,  in  which  struggle  eminent  men  were  engaged.  In  i6-)4, 
John  Bunyan  was  a  lad  of  seventeen,  and  this  was  the  year  of  his 
conversion,  lie  was  in  the  Parliamentary  army,  and  the  death  of 
a  comrade  was  the  turning-point  of  his  illustrious  life.  Richard 
Ba.\ter  had  just  gone  to  Kidderminster,  a  town  noted  for  its 
ignorance  and  brutality,  to  preach  for  ^60  a  year,  his  ministry 
producing  an  entire  change  in  the  place.    John  Milton  was  teaching 
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in  a  pretty  little  garden-house  in  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  and 
issued  this  year  his  famous  ''  Plea  for  the  Liberty  of  Unlicensed 
Printing,"  Oliver  Cromwell  was  now  forty-five,  and  was  engaged  in 
his  great  parliamentary  struggle  with  Charles  L  The  rupture 
between  the  king  and  Parliament  had  been  complete,  and  the  Civil 
War  had  broken  out.  In  1644,  the  Battle  of  Marston  Moor  was 
fought,  in  which  Cromwell  worsted  Prince  Rupert,  and  gave  a  death- 
blow to  the  royal  cause  in  the  north  of  luigland. 

In  this  same  year,  the  Westminster  Assembly  was  in  session  in 
the  famous  Jerusalem  Chamber  of  the  Abbey.  It  was  to  sit  as  a 
free  synod  to  rearrange  religious  doctrines  and  practices,  and  out  of 
its  deliberations  came  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and  the 
larger  and  shorter  catechisms.  The  famous  League  and  Covenant 
was  also  drawn  up  and  signed  at  this  time,  a  document  which  was 
for  the  preservation  of  religion  against  ]3opery  and  prelacy,  and  to 
emphasize  the  headship  of  Christ  to  the  Church.  With  right  hand 
uplifted,  the  signers  took  the  covenant.  It  was  no  ''half-way 
covenant."  No  man  was  elected  to  the  Council  of  London  who 
had  not  subscribed  to  it.  The  covenanters  in  Scotland  took  the 
field  against  the  royal  forces,  and  were  sorely  defeated  by  Montrose 
at  Tippenmuir  in  1644. 

I  need  not  refer  to  more  historic  figures  antl  happenings  than  these 
—  though  they  could  be  niultiijlied  —  to  help  my  young  friends  to 
appreciate  somewhat  the  religious  significance  of  the  period  in 
which  this  church  was  born. 

They  were  stirring  news-items  that  came  to  the  fathers  who 
settled  by  this  pretty  lake,  and  gave  zest  to  the  evening  discussions 
about  the  fireside.  We  do  not  wonder  at  their  strong  convictions, 
their  sturdy  faith,  when  we  recall  the  history  of  their  time.  And 
it  was  the  power  of  these  convictions  that  led  them  to  bravely  endure 
the  isolation,  the  perils,  and  the  hardships  of  their  early  colonial  life. 
They  were  men  who  not  only  built  oak  into  their  meeting  houses, 
but  they  had  oak  principles  —  not  basswood  principles  —  in  their 
creeds  and  covenants. 

Well,  we  are  not  in  their  time.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  say  whether 
it  is  for  better  or  worse.  Perhaps,  could  they  visit  us,  they  might 
think  our  day  more  effeminate.    In  some  respects  it  is  unquestion- 


ably much  better.  NVc  have  t.dven  the  swortl  olf  the  (high,  .uu 
hope  have  not  taken  the  Bible  out  of  our  bosom.  I  do  not  think  ih 
we  have  to  cast  our  eye  backward  ni  the  search  for  our  goklen  zij. 
But  there  are  some  things  uhich  they  held  most  tenaciously,  whi- 
will  give  us  strength  in  the  holding. 

1.  The  Headship  of  Christ  to  His  Church.    'Phis  has  always  bei 
a  bulwark  to  Protestantism. 

2.  The  full  liberty  of  a  conscience  enlightenetl  by  the  word 
Cod. 

3.  Obedience  —  frank  and  perfect  —  to  the  twin  laws  of  love 
God  and  to  man. 

And  that  we  may  not  lack  in  either  hive  or  ])Ou  er  is  my  wi>h  ai 
prayer  for  the  generation  to  which  ymi  and  I  belong,  .uid  for  the  tin 
which,  in  some  luunble  measure,  we  .ire  shaping. 

Address  of  Rev.  Noah  R.  Everts,  pastor  of  the  Ra] 
tist  church,  Wakefield. 

Some  of  you  have  stood  in  the  crypt  of  St.  I'aul's  Cathedra 
London,  and  read  upon  the  slab  of  black  marble  which  indicates  tl" 
,  resting-place  of  the  ashes  of  Christopher  Wren,  the  great  architei 
of  London,  these  familiar  words,  ''  Si  7)ioii2tme7iliim  l  eijuii  is  ci. 
ciivispite,^' — "  If  you  seek  his  monument  look  about  you."  .Stant 
ing  in  this  presence  to-night,  impressed  witli  the  occasion  which  he 
brought  us  together,  and  that  we  are  sitting  in  the  shadow  of  tli 
centuries  of  the  history  of  this  church,  these  words  seem  nio^ 
applicable.  If  you  seek  the  monunujnt  of  this  church,  "  cii  cuii, 
spice^^  "look  about  you."  F"or,  as  I  look  about  n\e  upon  th 
walls  of  this  magnificent  edifice,  I  realize  that  they  were  not  reare 
by  a  single  generation,  but  by  seven.  Into  this  structure  ha 
wrought  the  generations  of  the  past.  Without  the  fathers  were  nc 
the  sons.  This  is  but  the  fruitage  of  the  life  of  this  church  fc 
250  years. 

But  I  look  beyond  the  walls  of  this  clunch  upon  our  beautifi 
village,  with  its  happy  homes  and  the  security  in  which  we  dwel 
and  I  realize  that  for  this  we  can  never  know  how  greatly  we  ar 
indebted  to  this  church,  which,  for  a  century  and  a  half,  was  th 
only  organized  body  of  Christians  in  this  comniuuity,  e.xerting 
mighty  moral  influence  upon  the  passing  generations. 

There  are  many  comparatively  old  churches  on  our  Atlantic  set 
board,  but  there  are  not  so  many  that  can  show  an  unbroke 
record  of  250  years  that  where  this  condition  e.\ists  we  may  no 
pause  to  consider  it.  And  I  have  been  asking  myself,  why  is  i 
that  this  cluuxh  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  disintegrE 
tion,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  two  centuries  antl  a  half,  it  .-stand 
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before  us,  strong  in  numbers,  in  material   resources,  and  in  thi 
infiuence  which  it  exerts  upon   this  community      There  are  twc 
causes  which  have  impressed  themselves  upon  my  mind,  which 
may  briefiy  mention. 

I.  The  founders  of  this  church  were  men  and  2uome)i.  of  profoiim 
religions  convictions  and  an  im'uavering  faith .  I  do  not  know  whi 
they  were.  I  have  never  read  their  names.  I  know  not  how  man; 
they  numbered.  But  I  do  know  the  days  in  which  they  lived  an( 
the  spirit  which  animated  them.  I  know  their  faith  which  is  rea( 
and  known  of  all  men.     They  believed  in  God.     I  emphasize  th 
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fact.  They  believed  in  God.  Tliey  believed  in  tlie  sovereignty 
of  God  and  tliat  His  pari)osesare  inialteiable.  They  Ijelieved  in  tlie 
liible  as  the  word  of  God,  from  cover  to  cover,  and  that  it  is  the 
revelation  of  God's  will  to  man,  and  a  rule  of  faith  and  conduct. 
They  believed  in  three  great  cardinal  elements  of  truth,  the  atone- 
ment, justification  by  faith,  and  a  regenerated  church  membership. 
And  they  believed  what  they  believed,  and  shaped  their  conduct  by 
their  creed,  and  not  their  creed  by  their  conduct.  They  were  stern, 
hard  men,  but  they  lived  in  hard  limes  demanding  hard  men.  They 
were  intolerant.  So  would  you  and  I,  probably,  have  been  intol- 
erant, had  we  believed  what  they  believed,  and  lived  in  the  times 
in  which  they  lived,  and  like  them  been  nursed  in  the  lap  of  perse- 
cution, and  cradled  in  the  furnace  of  affliction.  They  had  been 
taught  to  fear  God,  and  hate  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  and  they 
were  obedient  to  their  teaching,  according  to  the  light  that  was  in 
them. 

2.  I  am  not  acqu. anted  with  the  history  of  this  church,  but  I  am  not 
wholly  unaci|uaiiited  with  the  liistory  of  New  England  Congregation- 
alism. I  know  the  storm  through  which  this  church  must  have 
passed  in  common  with  other  Congregational  churches  in  this  com- 
monwealth ;  and  when  I  see  this  church  to-day,  strong  and  vigorous, 
a  representative  of  Orthodox  Congregationalism,  I  know  that  the 
gospel  truths  held  so  tenaciously  by  the  fathers  have  been  promul- 
gated from  its  pulpit  through  the  centuries,  and  that  the 
fiber  of  the  old  faith  remains  not  only  in  its  creed  but  in 
the  hearts  of  its  members. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  I  bring  you  my  heartiest  congrat- 
ulations on  this  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
your  church  life.  .And  when  T  say  this  I  know  that  I 
e.xpress  the  feelings  of  my  church  with  whom  you  held 
such  intimate  and  delightful  associations  when  we  wor- 
shipped together  in  years  past.  And  I  pray  God  that 
when  you  are  sleeping  by  the  lakeside  yonder,  and  your 
names  on  the  church  l)ook  will  be  but  little  more  than 
the  record  of  forgotten  lives,  and  others  shall  gather 
within  these  walls  at  future  centennial  anniversaries,  they 
may  say  of  you  and  your  successors  that  which  to-night  we 
can  say  of  your  fathers,  they  held  inviolable  and  trans- 
mitted to  us  the  great  cardinal  doctrines  of  divine  truth. 

Address  of  Rev.  Lovinzo  L.  Greene,  pastor 
of  the  Uiiiversalist  cliurch,  Wakefield. 

There  was  an  unitjue  feature  of  the  Heljrew  common- 
wealth known  as  the  year  of  jidjilee.  There  is  no 
certainty  that  this  jubilee  was  ever  actually  observed. 
It  probably  existed  in  the  national  consciousness  as  an 
abstract  ideal  of  economic  justice.  That  ideal,  however, 
has  entered  into  the  thought  of  mankind  as  tlie  summing  up  or 
completion  of  any  series  of  fifty  years,  which  at  the  beginning  was 
presumalily  supposed  to  cover  the  natural  term  of  human  life.  So 
the  word  jubilee  has  come  to  be  synonymous  with  fifty  years  of 
human  experience,  and  hints  at  a  restoration  after  death. 

My  brethren,  your  church  has  now  witnessed  five  such  e])Ochs, 
and  SO  our  Christian  hearts,  to-night,  strike  a  chord  across  the  waste 
of  time  with  the  spiritual  import  of  that  Hebrew  legislation,  for  this 
is  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  your  church. 

It  is  manifestly  proper,  therefore,  tliat  you,  its  living  representa- 
tives, should  distinguish  the  event  by  some  appropriate  observance. 
The  judgment  of  your  committee  has  determined  what  befits  the 
occasion,  which  you  are  now  in  the  process  of  celebrating.  I  have 
been  courteously  invited,  as  a  pastor  of  a  local  church,  to  briefly 
address  you.  The  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  a  Chris- 
tian church  means  something,  as  this  vast  concourse  of  people,  of 
different  beliefs  and  sentiments,  gathered  in  this  house  indicates. 
We  who  are  not  of  your  church  come  here  this  evening,  regardless 
of  our  petty  creeds,  to  congratulate  you.  And  what  shall  I  say  as 
the  pastor  of  the  Universalist  church  which  extends  to  yon  its  greet- 
ing to-night The  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  reigns  supremely 
here  this  evening,  suggests  the  religious  and  spiritual  frontage  of  the 
age  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  illustrate. 

Think  of  the  care  we  give  to  what  we  may  call  physical  frontage. 


When  you  build  your  home,  your  first  thought  is  to  have  the  living 
rooms  face  the  south,  so  that  you  can  open  the  windows  and  let  the 
sunshine  wash  your  dwelling  daily.  In  this  sunny  exposure,  you  set 
your  plants,  and  the  leaves  which  whitened  in  the  shade  grow  strong 
and  dark  because  they  are  facing  the  right  way.  Cleanness  and 
health,  —  and  as  we  hear  it  said,  even  morality, —  are  the  results  of 
abundant  sun^hine.  They  are  all  a  f|uestioii  of  frontage.  The  s.mie 
law,  1  say,  controls  the  spiritual  worlil.  The  he.ilth  of  the  niiiul  .md 
the  cleanliness  of  the  soul  come  of  the  way  they  h.ibilually  face, 
'i'here  is  one  side  of  human  nature  where  the  windows  look  out  upon 
sunlessness,  and  oiit-buililings,  and  alleys  ;  tliere  is  anotlier  where  the 
view  is  clear,  across  tlie  sunny  |jaths  of  d.uly  work,  to  some  distant 
glimpse  of  inviting  fields  or  sunset  sky.  Tlie  fruits  of  tlie  spirit, 
like  the  blossoms  of  the  plant,  demand  the  right  spiritual  frontage. 
It  is  the  difference  of  this  s|-nritual  outlook  which  most  marks  our 
lives. 

Take  the  workings  t)f  the  iiiiiul,  and  LOii^itler  what  it  i^  whitli 
gives  real  agreement,  sympathy,  mutu.d  uuderst.indiiig.  .Strangely 
enough,  it  is  not  always  tliat  we  agree  tu  the  same  views  or  say  the 
same  creed.  I'eople  are  often  all  at  one  with  each  other  in  these 
outward  tests,  aiul  yet  wholly  tlivided  by  the  temper,  or  habit,  or  the 
training  of  their  minds,  so  that  the  same  words  say  as  tlifferent 
things  as  if  they  spoke  in  different  languages.     They  are  like  people 
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who  live  on  opjjosite  sides  of  the  same  street.  In  a  certain  sense, 
they  li\e  as  near  to  each  other  as  they  can.  Their  houses  are  num- 
bered in  succession,  they  kiok  out  on  the  same  objects,  when  you 
pass  one  you  pass  the  other,  and  yet  their  ]Kjints  of  view  are 
ilirectly  opposite,  (^ne  points  north,  the  other  south.  (  )iie  sees  in  the 
shatle  what  the  other  sees  in  the  light.  It  may  seem  a  dark  ilay  to 
one  while  it  seems  bright  to  the  other  ;  and,  if  beyond  each,  there 
lies  a  glimpse  of  some  more  distant  country,  each  looks  oil  to  a 
landscape  which  is  all  his  own. 

Gr,  take  the  sympathies  wliich  religion  discovers,  and  which  are 
often  so  perplexing.  Sometimes  you  meet  a  [lerson  whose  apij.ireiit 
religious  convictions  seem  inlinitely  removed  from  your  own,  but 
with  whom  you  feel  the  subtle  sympathy  of  a  congenial  soul.  If 
you  had  started  upon  doctrinal  discussions,  Protestant  with  Catholic, 
Trinitarian  with  Unitarian,  there  would  have  seemed  no  common 
ground  for  two  such  minds  ;  but,  somehow,  you  do  not  feel  drawn 
into  these  discussions.  What  surprises  and  invites  you  is  the  dis- 
covery of  a  common  outlook  which  you  share.  ^Vith  all  your  dif- 
ferences of  opinions,  you  have  the  same  controling  ideals  antl  aims. 
Vour  worship  means  the  same  thing  to  you  both  ;  the  windows  of 
your  soul  open  the  same  way,  the  unity  of  your  spirits  is  the  bond 
of  your  peace.  Vou  have  more  genuine  sympathy  than  with  some 
who  stand  near  you  in  opinion,  but  who  stand,  as  it  were,  back  to 
back  with  you  and  look  out  on  different  views. 
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SA^^lJl^l.  KIN(;iMAi\'  \v,is  llu;  soil  ol  John  Kinj;iii,iii 
and  I[annaii  (Ciiulil))  l\.ingman.     11c  was  the  sixth 
of  a  faiiiil)'  of  nine  thilclrcn,  and  was  Ixjin  in  llint;haui, 
jMass..  \ov.  20,  1S02.     11c  received  iiis  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  duritm  his  minority 
learned  the  trade  of   a  tailor.      Alxjut  the  time  of  his 
majority  he  went  to   ISoston  and  wrought  at  his  trade 
awhile,  then  came  t(j  South   Reading;  where   he  found 
encouragement  in  his  business  and  concluded  to  locate 
l)ermanentl}'.     South  ReatlinL;  was   then  so  near  its  in- 
fancy as  a   town,  that  there  were  no  blocks  or  vacant 
stores  or  rooms  inviting  new  trades  to  occupy  them,  no 
local  newspapers  to  advertise  "  wants  "  of  strangers  who 
came  to  town  for  the  i)ur[jose  of  settlement.    So  the  new 
tailor  accepted  such  acconnnodations  as  were  offered  and 
connnenced  business  in  an  unpietentious  shop  located  on 
the  soiitiierly  side  of  Salem 
Street  on  land  on  which  now 
stand  the  buildings  late  of 
James  M.    Mvans,  deceased. 
.Mr.  Kingman  married  Sept. 
27,  1827,  Sarah  Ring  I'ope, 
daughter  of  Jesse   I'ope,  ()f 
South   Reading.     They  had 
born  to   them   ten  children, 
\iz.,  Abner  Augustus,  born 
Jul}-  27,  182S,  married  ( )ct. 
15,  1857,  Sarah  Jane  King- 
man, a  cousin  ;  Samuel  Clay- 
ton,  born    May    15,  1830, 
married  Nov.  21,  1855,  E'ni'y 
E.    Brooks,    of    Jay,    Me.  ; 
William   W^irren,  l)orn  I'eb. 
24,  1832,  married  Aug.  29, 
1862,  Marietta   Whiting,  of 
West  liarnet,  Vt.,  who  died 
Jan.  29,  1879,  married  second, 
l\[ariette  Colburn,  of  Dracut, 
Afass.  ;     Lucy    Kllen,    born  / 
Nov.  20,    1834,  unmarried  ; 
Charles   F-dwin,  born  April 
27,  1837,  married  Nov.  22, 
1862,  Margaret  E.  Woodrul'l, 
o  f     liridgeport,      C  o  n  n.  : 
Orlando  Rope,  born  May  8,  1839,  i'i;^i'iit;d 
Eunice  E.  Lyman,  of  Warren,  Conn.  :  John  barlow,  bom 
Sej^t.  6,  1843,  died  Nov.  24,   1845;  Anna  E\'elyn,  born 
Sept.  22,  1845,  married  April  15,  1874,  William  H.  Gay, 
of  Corinth,  Me.,  who  died  at  Oakland,  Cab,  Ahuch  5, 
1877,  married  second,  George  H.  Sweetser,  of  Waketiekl, 
Nov.  13,  1884;  Sarah  Emily,  born  Sept.  22,  1845,  died 
Sept.  23,  1845  ;  Arthur  Hay,  born  July  2,  1851,  married 
Dec.  20,  187  1,  I\L\rtha  R.  Taylor,  of  Wakefield.    He  died 
Sept.  9,  1892.     Mr.  Kingman,  the  father,  died  Nov.  23, 
1880.    His  wife  survived  him  some  nine  years,  her  death 
occurring  Jan.  23,  1890.     In  1850  he  served  on  the  board 
of  selectmen   and   in   the   same    year  represented  his 
adopted  town  in  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  He 
was  a  mild  politician,  acting  with  the  democratic  party, 
which  party  was  in  the  minority  in  the  town,  but  his  elee- 
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tion  as  represtMitatiw  was  tile  result  ol  a  i.:o.diti()n  ol  the 
l''ree  Soil  l'art\'  "  with  the  anti-slavery  element  of  the 
democr.\tic  part\'.  lie  was  connnander  of  the  W.ishing- 
ton  Rille  (Ira)'s,"  a  military  C(jm|)any  which,  under 
another  name,  was  stationed  at  horchester  Heights  in  the 
War  of  1812.  lie  w.is  also  LieultMiant  in  the  Richai'dscn 
Light  Guard  on  its  organization  in  1851.  Mr.  Kingman 
was  the  sixth  posfmastei'  of  South  Reading,  receiving  his 
appointment  \\.\y  nj,  1S53,  under  the  administration  of 
Franklin  J'ierce.  I'p  to  this  d.Ue  he  had  continued  his 
tailoring  business,  hax'ing  remo\'ed  his  twelve  b)'  foui  teen 
feet  shop  from  Salem  Street  to  the  sight  of  the  present 
post-office.  This  shop  now  became  the  post-olt'u.e  building 
of  South  Reading  and  so  continued  until  Mr.  Kingman 
erected  the  present  stately  buikling  in  1S60,  wlien  tlie 
shop  was  remo\'ed  to  Woochille  district,  where  it  is  now 

a   [xirt  of  a  dwelling  house 
near    the   corner   of  Water 
.  '   -      ,  ■     '      ■       and  Farm  Streets.     In  i8(>8 
,,  '         ,   .       ■.  '    ,.  ,■     ;■       tile  name  (jf   the  tttwn  was 

changed  to  \Vakelield,  which 
necessitated  a  change  of  the 
•      '   "  ;        post-office  name  to  Wakefield, 
■■  .   ■  and  a  new  commission  was 

,  issued  to  him,  dated  July  14, 

.  ..       1868,  so  that,  in  a  sense,  he 
,         became  Wakeheld's  first  post- 
master. 

His  term  of  ollice  was  the 
longest  in  the  history  of  the 
town,  extending  over  a  period 
of  more  than  twenty  years. 
He  resigned  his  position  in 

1573,  to   take  effect  Jan.  i, 

1574.  As  a  postmaster,  he 
was  attentive  to  business,  ac- 
commodating to  the  public, 
and  deseiA'cdly  popular,  so 
that  when  a  change  in  the 
administration  occurred,  he 
retained  his  position  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  citizens, 
irrespective  of  party.  He 
served  under  fn'e  presidents, 

\'iz  :  Rierce,  liuchanan,  Lincoln,  Johnson  and  Grant.  Mr. 
Kingman  had  a  fondness  for  horticulture.  Connected 
with  his  pleasant  home  on  Eattm  Street  was  a  spacious 
garden  which  he  made  attracti\'e  by  the  growth  of  a 
variety  of  berries,  fruits,  and  flowers,  many  of  which  found 
their  way  to  the  tables  of  the  Horticultural  Society  on  the 
days  of  public  exhibition.  He  probably  did  more  than 
any  other  citizen  to  create  a  taste  which  has  made  our 
gardens  what  they  since  have  been  and  what  they  are  at 
present.  ( )tliers  visiting  and  admiring  his  premises, 
received  an  incentive  "to  go  and  do  likewise."  His 
children  partook  largely  of  his  love  and  taste,  especially 
for  the  cultivation  of  llowers.  Mr.  Kingman  was  one  of  tlie 
original  members  of  the  Agricultural  Library  Association 
formed  in  and  about  i860  and  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  South  Reading  Horticultural  Society. 
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We  see  the  same  lliiiig  in  a  larger  w.iy  in  the  relation  of  the 
various  Christian  ehurches  to  each  other.  If  each  of  them  were 
iiille,\il)ly  true  to  il.s  own  standards  of  faith,  there  coukl  he  hut 
little  fellowship  among  tiieni.  What  does  il  niean,  then,  that  we 
see  so  much  broatlening  of  sympathy  and  removing  of  barriers  ? 
hoes  it  mean  that  we  are  less  sincere,  or  serious,  or  logical  than  the 
generations  which  made  these  divisions  in  the  church.'  I  think 
not.  I  think  it  means  that  a  new  conviction  is  making  itself  felt  as 
never  before,  —  the  conviction  that  we  have  not  smnmed  up  the 
f.iith  of  a  church  when  you  have  enumeratetl  its  articles  of  belief; 
hut  over  and  above  them  there  is  a  temper,  a  tone,  an  atmosphere, 
an  outlook  of  such  a  communion,  which,  more  than  anything  else, 
defines  its  position  and  establishes  onr  relation  to  il.  Here  we 
stand,  with  our  wintlows  open  toward  our  own  ideals  of  truth  ami 
of  duty;  and,  when  we  think  we  see  in  any  church,  or  outside  of 
the  churches,  the  windows  of  a  man's  soul  set  open  that  same  way, 
the  ruling  purp(jse,  the  habitual  outlook,  bent  to  the  same  persuasive 
ends,  —  why,  that  settles  the  ipiestion  of  our  sympathy,  the  gulf  of 
different  methods,  or  rituals  or  standards,  is  bridged  by  this  cum- 
nion  outlook. 

\'ou  say,  "  We  understanil  each  other.  We  are  allies.  \Ve 
may  stanil  far  apart,  like  different  caravans,  with  a  desert 
between  ;  but,  when  we  pray,  we  all  face  the  same  way,  toward 
the  same  center  of  our  hope  and  faith."  That  is  the  basis  of 
real  liberality  in  religion.  It  is  not  laxity  of  personal  Ijelief,  or 
sentimental  compliments,  or  la^^y  indilference.  It  is  the  recognition 
that  the  beauty  i,if  a  faith,  like  the  charm  of  a  home,  is  not  alone  the 
furniture  it  contains  within  itself,  but  hardly  less  the  frontage  on 
which  its  windows  permanently  open.  This,  thank  God,  is  the 
growing  conviction  of  the  churches,  that  the  ties  which  unite  them 
.ne  stronger  than  the  differences  which  divide  them  ;  that  their  real 
controversy  is  not  against  those  whose  worship  varies  from  theirs, 
but  against  those  who  despise  or  ignore  all  worship;  and,  that,  in 
this  controversy,  they  are  one  army,  with  one  battle  to  fight  and 
one  enemy  to  conquer.  When  they  face  that  supreme  enemy,  they 
all  face  the  same  way,  and  a  common  frontage  allies  them  all.  And 
this,  once  more,  is  the  test  applied  to  the  Christian  Church  by  any 
honest  and  generous  mind.  Does  it  seem  to  face  the  right  way.' 
I'oes  it  occupy  itself  with  real  problems  ?  Does  it  contribute  to 
living  issues,  speak  to  actual  needs,  and  awaken  sincere  devotion  ? 
(jod  save  us,  then,  from  a  church  which  has  no  such  fresh  and  living 
outlook,  which  fosters  a  pent-up  piety,  thriving  under  glass,  like  a 
hothouse  plant  in  a  stimulatetl  grow  th.  Cod  gi\  e  us  all  a  living 
church,  fronting  to  the  light,  nut  self-absorbed  in  separation  from 
the  world,  its  windows  open  towanl  those  fresh  revelations  which 
Gud  is  e\  er  ready  to  bestow  to  those  w  ho  see-k  them. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Herrick,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
chtirch,  spoke  very  briefly,  overrunning,  by  only  one- 
half  minute,  the  limit  suggested  for  the  pastors  of  local 
churches,  viz..  five  minutes.  He  spoke  without  manu- 
script, and  on  being  recpiested,  a  couple  of  months  later, 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  he  did 
not  recall  the  same  sufficiently  to  c.ire  to  comply  with 
the  request.  His  remarks  were,  in  substance,  expres- 
sive of  the  wish,  that  in  matters  ecclesiastical  and 
political  there  were  now  generally  prevalent  tiie  same 
steadfast  adherence  to  sturdy  lUble  principle  which 
ciiaracterized  the  early  settlers  of  this  and  neighboring 
communities. 

Address  of  i\[r.  F.  W.  H.  Pratt,  i^epresenting  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  Reading. 

The  daughter  in  Reading  to  the  elder  elect  lady  in  Wakefield 
sendeth  greeting. 

We  congratulate  you  upon  the  acquirement  of  such  a  beautiful, 
substantial,  and  thoroughly  equipped  house,  a  fit  temple  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  While  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  pertaining 
to  church  location   and   other  matters,  at  the  beginning   of  the 


church  life  of  this  tlauglitcr,  who  biings  you  hearty  greeting  liiis 
evening,  yet  we  teel  that  the  time  came  long  since  '•  when  we 
and  you  are  of  one  heart  and  of  one  miiul  in  promoting  e.ich 
other's  happiness,  both  temporal  <uid  spiritual."  Hut  the  |)ossession  , 
of  such  an  e<|uipmenl  means  an  opportunity  for  a  still  greater 
sei  vice,  and  greater  power  means  greater  reS|)onsibility.  We  feel 
that  this  opportunity  will  be  used  to  its  utmost.  Ailvance  luis 
been  made  in  all  great  moral  movements. 

We  find  recorded  in  the  treasurer's  account  of  the  Old  South 
Parish,  years  ago,  th.it  one  Henj.  foster  w<is  paid  three  peine  for 
two  mugs  of  toddy  fur  the  [lari.^h  oriiceis.  We  could  haully  liiid 
such  an  entry  in  any  parish  treasurer's  accoimt  uf  to-day.  .\  l.iier 
record  says  that  a  ceitain  sum  was  paid  for  one  half  bariel  uf  rum 
for  the  vendue.  .Surely,  an  atlvance  has  been  maile.  Still,  much 
remains  for  the  chui  ch  to  do  in  this  movement.  The  great  cause  uf 
missions,  which  h.ul  such  a  feeble  beginning  in  this  (uuutry,  still 
calls  to  the  church  for  [jrayer  ami  pence,  a  call  lli.it  must  be  heeded 
if  we  are  to  keep  the  country  for  Christ, 

We  feel,  alsu,  that  the  gospel  (which  is  the  suU  entuf  the  many 
conflicts  now  arising  between  man  and  man)  will  be  so  preached 
that  its  influence  may  reach  every  one  in  this  \icinage.  Wetcni- 
gratulate  you  upon  so  goodly  a  church  home,  which  we  trust  m.iy 
be  such  seven  days  in  the  week,  to  all  who  cunie.  .And,  on  \our 
work  in  this  edifice  will  come  the  blessing  of  our  llea\enly  h'alher, 
and  the  rewariK  which  follow  faithful  service. 

.\ddress  of  iMr.  J.  W.  Mel  )onald,  re|3resenling  the  ( 'dii- 
gregational  church,  in  Stoneham. 

.)//■.  Chdinnan  :  1  have  been  honored,  and  were  it  not  lh.it,  as  a 
layman,  I  feel  somewhat  out  of  place  amid  so  much  that  is  clerical, 
1  might  say  that  I  take  pleasure  in  being  delegated  by  the  church  iu 
Stt)neham  to  attend  this  meeting  and  bring  to  this  \enerable  mother 
church  filial  greetings  from  one  uf  her  oldest  daughters,  .Siricllv 
speaking,  however,  the  church  in  Stoneham  is  nut  .in  own  daughter 
of  this  church.  From  the  settlement  of  Charlestown  I'aul,  as  Stone- 
ham  was  then  called,  somewhere  from  1645  to  1655,  till  its  incorijora- 
tion  as  a  town  in  1725,  the  settlers,  as  is  shown  by  at  least  one 
recorded  case  of  discipline,  were  under  the  ecclesiastical  government 
of  the  Charlestown  church  for  whose  support  they  were  undoiilitedl y 
taxed.  but  on  account  of  their  long  distance  from  their  own 
church,  the  settlers  of  Charlestown  haul  from  the  first  sought 
religious  instruction  and  fellowship  with  the  church  here  in  ••  Red- 
ding." This  church  took  them  in,  though  not  altogether,  a>  the 
recortl  shows,  with  the  love  uf  an  uwn  mother  ;  but  she  housed  them, 
at  least,  and  fed  them  till  they  went  out  to  form  a  society  of  their 
own.  Hence  the  church  at  Stoneham  is  rather  to  be  regardecl  as 
an  adopted  daughter  of  this  church,  a  waif  picked  up  in  the  wiUlei- 
ness  and  saved  from  starvation. 

The  act  of  1725,  incor[)orating  Charlestown  ImuI  into  a  town,  uinler 
the  name  of  Stoneham,  made  it  incumbent  upon  the  inhabitants  to 
provide  a  place  for  jjiililic  worship;  and  the  chief  business  dune  .it 
the  first  town  meeting,  held  in  Decenrber  of  that  year,  was  to  \  uie 
to  buikl  a  meeting  house,  and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  the 
preliminary  steps  thereto.  At  a  meeting  held  the  following  March, 
the  sum  of  £,\zo  was  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense,  and 
it  was  voted  "that  the  meeting  house  sh.dl  staiul  between  the 
black  oak  tree  aiul  the  red  oak  tree  upon  the  hill,  ne.ir  the  cast 
end  of  the  sclioolhouse."  The  house,  forty  by  thirty-six  feet, 
with  tweiUy-fuot  posts,  was  raised  the  following  November,  ,it 
an  expense  of  i ,  15s.  (k1.  for  rum  and  cider,  and  twelve  shillings 
for  bread. 

The  parting  between  the  two  churches  seems  to  have  been  .1 
friendly  one,  as  is  shown  liy  the  fact  that  the  "gentlewomen  of  Red- 
ding" contributed  towards  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  ne\v  build- 
ing, and,  so  far  ,ts  1  know,  these  friendly  feelings  have  ever  since 
continued. 

The  Stoneham  church  is  fairly  prosperous.  She  is  lilessccl  with 
a  membership  of  earnest  men  and  women  ;  she  has  all  the  accessory 
organizations  and  associations  that  constitute  the  complete  machinery 
for  church  work;  she  is  striving  in  her  place  to  be  a  strong,  healthy 
center  of  Christian  influence;  she  has  been  true  to  the  faith  her 
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founders  learned  in  this  cluirch.  In  one  respect  hlie  outstripped  llie 
mother  chiircli  and  antedates  her  two  years  in  tlie  organization  of  a 
Sabljath  school. 

lint  I  do  not  unilerstand  tiiat  1  am  expectetl  to  give  a  liistory  of 
the  Stonehani  cluirch.  I  am  a  delegate  to  merely  bring  yon  on  this 
occasion,  as  I  liave  said,  her 

greetings     in    the    way    of  ,  . 

Christian  fellowship,  to  say 
to  yon  that  your  .Stoneham 
daughter,  if  you  please  to  so 
regard  her,  feels  a  filial  pride 
in  your  history  so  ably  and  \  i\  - 
idly  narrated  by  the  speaker 
of  the  morning  that  slie 
congratulates  you  on  the 
acquisition  of  your  new 
church  edifii  e,  so  much 
richer  tluui  the  ohl  in  all 
things  except  associations 
and  memories,  that  she  hopes 
your  inlluence  anil  usefulness 
in  all  ways  that  make  for 
liiglier  Christian  living,  and 
tlie  uplifting  of  mankind, 
may  increase  commciisu- 
rately ;  and  lastly,  that  her 
earnest  prayer  for  yon  is  the 
])rayer  of  Aaron,  "  I'he  Lord 
bless  thee,  and  keep  thee  ;  the 
Lord    make    his  face  shine 

upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  tliee;  the  Lord  lift  up  his  counte- 
nance upon  thee  and  give  thee  peace." 

Address  of  Rev.  Harry  L.  lirickett,  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church,  in  l.ynnheld. 

Mr.  I'vi-sidcjit  aiitl  B ic'l/uc'n  :  ll  is  an  inspiration  to  breathe,  as 
we  liave  done  to-day,  a  s[)iritual  atnujsphere  thai  has  been  hallowed 
by  the  prayers  and  good  works  of  a  godly  ancestry,  w  hose  lives  reach 
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I)ack  to  the  significant  date  of  16.14.  This  celebration  makes  the 
past  a  living  reality.  Two  hunilred  and  fifty  years  of  life,  whether 
measured  by  sun,  or  clocks,  or  deeds,  is  along  epocli.  The  early  his- 
tory of  this  town  and  Lynnfield  is  the  same,  for  they  both, 
originally,  were  apart  of  J.ynn,  and  the  grants  of  land  lo  each,  by 


the  general  court,  wa->  about  the  same  time.  l!iit  the  activity  ami 
enterprise  of  your  early  ^eltlers  in  eslabli^hing  tliis  ihnnh,  .incl 
erecting  its  first  house  of  worshii),  gave  to  lliem  the  right  to  be 
incorporated,  as  a  separate  town,  May  -'9,  1I1-I4.  I'or  some  reason, 
Lynnliehl  del. lyed  building  her  house  of  worslii])  until  1715.  -l)ur- 

ing  tlioe  intervening  year>, 
her  jieople  attended  wor- 
ship, either  in  Lynn,  of  wliii  li 
she  continued  to  be  a  Ji.irl, 
or  with  this  church  in  Wake- 
licUl,  according  lo  their  con- 
venience or  inclinalii>n.  linl 
in  171  5,  this  nom.ulic  c  hun.li 
life  became  wearisome,  and 
the  peiiple  united  together 
antl  built  a  sub^tantial  meet- 
ing house,  to  tile  glory  of 
God,  that  still  staniU,  after 
179  years,  to  show  lo  the 
present  gener.itiim  it>  debt 
to  llie  (,'liristian  life  of  the 
|)asl. 

As  the  pastor  of  the  daugh- 
ter church,  the  first  boin,  — 
one  of  the  twins,  —  that  went 
forth,  ill  1720,  to  worslu|i  in 
the  cluirch  of  which  1  lia\e 
been  speaking,  J  .1111  glad 
to  stand  in  this  historic  .--pot, 
and  join  with  you,  as  you 
rightly  celebrate  350  years  of  history,  that  is  illuniinatetl  on  e\erv 
page  by  the  light  of  (lod's  l(i\  e. 

1  recall  with  jjleasure,  as  I  stand  here,  the  kindness  of  him  who 
was  your  pastor.  Rev.  David  N.  IJeach,  wdien  \  began,  tvvelve  years 
ago,  my  ministerial  life  in  lyynnficld. 

I  remember,  with  joy,  his  interest  in  me,  and,  especially,  his 
teiuler,  loving  prayer  at  my  installation  at  Soiitli  Lynnfield,  when  he 
laid  his  liaiuls  upon  my  heati,  and  lieioiighl  for  me,  in  my  miui-tiv, 
the  blessing  and  tlie  love  of  Cod. 

As  is  his  wont  with  younger  pastors,  he  very  soon  proposed  an 
exchange,  which  I  gladly  accepted. 

He  brought  with  him,  by  request,  on  this  exchange,  a  sermon 
that  he  h.ul  pi  e. u  lied  in  Chicago,  a  logical  and  inspiring  discourse, 
which  1  leh  was  highly  cfiniplimcnlary,  both  lo  my  people  and  Iheir 
paslor. 

Now,  I  am  going  to  relate  an  iiu  ideiU  reg.irding  that  exchange, 
that  I  never  have  told  before. 

In  my  congregation,  seated  not  far  from  the  pulpit,  was  an  old 
man,  quite  hard  of  liearing.  When  his  own  [jastor  preai  lied,  ac  cus- 
tomed to  his  voice  and  manner,  he  woukl  often  combine  ri'iV  with 
worship. 

T>ut,  when  lirolher  lie.ich  liegan  his  sermon,  and  his  cle.ir  voice 
easily  filled  the  house,  a  building  much  smaller  than  the  large 
Wakefield  church  in  which  he  was  accustomed  to  speak,  the  old 
man  fixetl  his  eyes  upon  llie  spe.iker,  ami  p.ii<l  to  his  iliscour.--e  the 
closest  attention  till  the  very  1  lose,  then  he  threw  up  both  .unis  and 
fainted  away. 

lie  was  carrietl  out  into  the  vestibule,  where,  upon  the  ai)plica- 
tioii  of  restoratives,  lie  >oon  re\  ived,  anil,  w  hen  he  came  lo  himself, 
the  first  words  th.it  he  ultereil  were  these:  ''  He  needn't  ha\e 
preached  so  loud  and  so  long,  then."  That  old  man  long  since  jja-^sed 
to  his  reward,  but  I  have  felt  gratified  to  know  that  he  heard  one 
good  gospel  sermon,  and  that  the  one  preached  by  lirolher  lieach. 

Mr.  I'resideiit,  you  suggested  to  us,  in  your  able  address  this 
evening,  that  this  old  historic  pulpit, —  made  from  timbers  of  the 
old  church  built  in  1768,  -  was  full  of  sermons.  And  you  said, 
would  that  it  had  a  mouth,  that  it  could  give  utteranie  to  some  of 
the  discourses  and  sermons  of  by-gone  days. 

I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  it  is  an  evidence  of  depravity  in  me,  —  if  it 
is,  I  am  sorry,  —  but  I  felt,  at  this  late  hour,  at  such  a  siiggeslion 
as  that,  very  much  as  a  certain  pastor  is  said  to  have  remarked  con- 
cerning his  ch  inch,  when  they  were  called   upon  for  aclive  woik: 
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that  the  passage  that  they  eiijoyccl  reading  most  at  sucli  a  lime 
was  foiiiul  in  the  Tweiity-thirtl  I'salm,  this  portion  of  tlie  seconil 
verse  :  ''  He  niaketh  me  to  lie  down." 

At  this  late  hour  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  if  one  or  more  of  the  ser- 
mons, from  that  early  date  on,  were  yet  to  be  given  here  to  night,  the 
wish  of  many  of  this  audience  would  be  well  expressed  by  the  psalm- 
ist's words,  "  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down." 

We  have  lieard  to  ilay  of  tlie  mother  church,  of  her  wonderful 
history,  her  fruitful  past.  And,  as  I  have  listeneil  with  others,  to 
these  eloquent  tributes  to  a  worthy  mother  my  heart  has  been 
thrilled  through  and  through.  It  has  recalled  a  trip  that  I  took 
yesterday  afternoon,  with  some  five  thousantl  others,  down  lioston 
harbor  to  see  the  Britisli  warship  "  ISlake."  As  I  examined  her 
huge  proportions,  wonderful  armament,  picked  crew  of  liritish  tars, 
and  saw  the  liritish  colors  at  the  top  of  tlie  mast,  I  could  not  forget 
iMigland's  noble  past,  her  centuries  of  history,  and  her  important 
part  in  the  discoveries  of  other  lands,  and  the  civilization  and  cul- 
ture of  the  world.  As  I  thought  of  these  things  niy  heart  ihrilleil 
within  me. 

l!ut  when  I  returned  to  the  shore  and  caught  a  sight  of  the  old 
flag — the  stars  and  stripes  —  proudly  floating  in  the  breeze,  my 
pulse  quickened  its  wonted  beat  and  I  said  to  myself,  "  England  is 
old  and  great,  she  has  had  a  brilliant  past,  and  all  things  point  to  a 
hopeful  future,  but  grand  as  she  is,  America,  her  daughter,  land  of 
the  free,  is  the  country        '  '  '  ■. 

for  me."  .  .         .  • 

So  I  say  to  you  to-night      '•    '  '  '  •  '  .• 

that   this, —  the    mother  ■'  '  •  "■  '  : 

church,  is  old  and  great, 
she  has  had  a  brilliant 
past,  and  all  things  point 
to  a  ho|)eful  future,  but 
grand  as  she  is,  the  two 
churches  of  Lynnfield,  her 
daughter  and  granddaugh- 
ter, are  the  churches  for 
me,  that  I  am  proud  to 
represent  here  to-night. 
The  si)eaker  who  has  just 
preceded  me  said  in  his 
address  that  lie  thouglit 
Stonehani,  which  he  rep- 
resentetl,  was  the  oldest 
daughter  of  this  cluucli. 

Let  me  correct  him  by 
saying  that  to  Lynnfield 
Center  and  North  Read- 
ing lielong  ec[ually  this  honor,  —  for,  as  twins,  they  went  forth,  hand 
in  hand,  in  1720,  one  took  the  road  to  the  right,  Lynnfield  Centre, 
and  the  other  lo  the  left.  North  Reading,  and  each  has  jiroved  to  be  a 
worthy  daughter  of  this  noble  mother. 

And  as  the  representative  of  the  twin  daughter  at  Lynnfield 
Centre,  now  a  century  and  three  ([uarters  old,  I  extend  to  you, 
the  mother  church,  her  Christian  salutation  and  greeting. 

As  the  representative  also  of  the  granddaughter  of  this  church  at 
South  Lynnfield,  in  her  forty-fifth  year  of  active  service,  I  l)ring  also 
her  congratulation  and  blessing. 

Your  third  church  buikling  was  replaced  by  this  beautiful  liyzantine 
Romanesque  gray  granite  edilice,  "  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works,"  and  in  which  we  worship  to-night. 

Your  third  church  bialding  had  an  existence,  as  we  were  told  in 
that  elof|uent  and  scholarly  historical  address  of  iirotlier  lieach  this 
morning,  that  antedated  the  Revolutionary  War  by  seven  years,  and 
yet,  great  as  was  its  age,  it  was  not  built  until  nearly  two  gciieralions 
after  the  old  historic  first  churcli  buikling  at  Lynnfield  Centre,  that 
graces  her  Common  to-d.iy. 

That  liouse  of  worship,  in  Lynnfield  Centre,  erected  in  1715,  with 
but  two  e.\ception.s  (the  ''Old  Ship"  at  Ilingliam,  built  in  16S2,  and 
"  St.  Michael's"  at  Marblehead,  in  17  t-t),  is  the  oldest  church  edifice, 
in  point  of  years  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  referred  to  its  great  age  this  evening  for  a  double  purpose. 

I.    To  impress  upon  your  minds  the  length  of  time  that  has 


ehqised  since  the  e.uly  Lynnfield  families  ueul  forth  from  your  ioni- 
muuiou  to  establish  in  their  own  town  a  church  home. 

2.  To  enqjliasize  anew  what  the  exercises  of  this  day  so  well  have 
enforced,  the  still  longer  period,  which  this  anniversary  commemo- 
rates, r/c,  —  250  years  of  history. 

Let  me  impress  this  thought  upon  your  minds  anew,  aiul  in 
another  way,  by  saying  that  notwithstanding  the  great  age  of  the 
daughter  chinch  at  Lynnfield  Centre,  should  it  be  permitted,  by  the 
grace  of  Cod,  to  celebrate  its  two  hundred  and  liflietli  anniversary, 
that  time  lies  still  seventy-one  years  in  the  future,  so  that  few  if  any 
of  us  present  to-night  can  ho|K'  to  join  it  in  its  jubilee. 

I  was  interested  again  in  the  early  years  of  this  chinch,  in  the  way 
that  it  hinted  to  its  members  from  other  towns  that  there  was  no 
longer  room  for  them  in  their  house  of  worship. 

It  is  said  that  the  eagle  Iiuilds  her  nest  amid  the  wildest  crags  and 
in  the  loftiest  pines. 

And,  in  process  of  time,  when  the  young  eaglets  are  old  enough 
to  fiy  and  sufficiently  large  and  strong  —  but  from  natural  timidity 
cling  to  the  nest  —  that  then  the  mother  eagle  gives  them  a  gentle 
push,  and  out  they  go  over  the  nest,  only  to  struggle,  flutter,  .ind 
fall  in  their  vain  attempts  to  cleave  the  upper  air  in  flight. 

Then  the  parent  bird  just  before  the  eaglets  strike  the  rocks  or 
the  sea  will  dive  beneath  them,  and  upon  her  strong  back  and 
pinions  will  bear  them  aloft  in  safety  to  their  nest. 

Not  unlike,    was  the 
■  action  of  this,  the  mother 

■  ■  •  ,  church,  toward  her  own 

children  in  167S,  when 
the  church  petitioned  the 
"  General  Court  to  sug- 
gest a  way  out  of  the  ililfi- 
culty  of  an  oxercrowded 
congregation,  one  third 
of  whom  came  from  out 
t>f  town. 

.Such  a  petition,  even 
in  that  day,  was  a  strange 
procedure.  It  woukl  be 
still  more  strange  to-day. 
It  arose  from  the  fact 
that  this  church  wor- 
sliipped  then  in  it^  first 
meeting  house,  built  in 
1644,  a  picture  of  which 
you  sue  ujion  the  pro- 
gram. 

Nor  is  it  strange  that 

a  church  building,  suitable  for  the  seven  or  more  pioneer  families 
to  worship  in,  should  find,  thirty-four  years  later,  its  seating  capa- 
city severely  tested  by  the  ii.\iv  f.uiiilies  that  at  this  time  composed 
its  congregation. 

Add  to  this  the  large  number  that  came  from  Lynufiekl  and  Stone- 
ham  here  to  worship,  and  we  find  a  good  and  suliicient  reason  for  the 
petition  to  the  general  court,  which  among  other  things  said,  "  It 
seems  to  be  very  hard  for  us  to  maintain  ministry  and  meeting  liouse 
conveniently  for  them,"  /.  t'.,  Lynnfield  and  Stoneham,  "  we  h.ive 
notliiii-^  Ironi  them  .ill  or  next  to  nothing."  The  animus  of  this 
petition  seemed  to  be  this,  that  the  pocket  nerve  had  been  touched. 

I''<.)rl unately  the  general  court  was  composed  of  men  of  wisdom, 
who  wisely  refused  to  interfere,  and  as  a  result  the  difficulty  was 
happily  adjusted  a  few  years  later  by  the  building  of  a  new  and  larger 
house  of  worship,  and  into  this  building,  I  am  glad  to  say,  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Lynnfield,  that  her  money  was  jioured,  without  stint, 
in  large  and  generous  measure. 

In  the  year  1720,  several  families  from  Lynnlield,  —  not  all, — 
took  their  letters  of  dismissal  from  you,  and  organizetl,  with  others, 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Lynnfield  Centre,  —  the  buikl- 
ing, as  I  have  said,  having  been  erected  five  years  previous.  For  1 17 
years  this  new  building,  with  some  enlargements  and  necessary 
repairs,  was  the  religious  home  of  Lynnfield's  worshippers. 

lint,  in  1832,  the  society  swerved  from  the  faith  of  the  fathers, 
during  (he  Unitarian  controversy,  and,  by  vote,  adopted  liberat 
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views.  Then  sadly,  yet  resolutely,  went  forth  tiiose  of  the  Puritan 
f.iitli,  following  the  example  of  their  ancestors  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  to  start  anew,  erect  a  second  house  of  worship,  and 
continue  to  praise  God,  who  spoke  on  Sinai,  who  spoke  in  (jalilee, 
who  speaks  in  the  still  small  voice,  the  triiDie  (\oA. 

The  original  society  that  adopted  liberal  views,  I  ought,  as  a 
matter  of  history,  to  state,  long  since  ceased  to  hold  pul)lic  services. 

The  evangelical  body  that  went  fortli  and  rebuilt,  in  the  faith  of 
the  fathers,  has  maintained  a  steady,  healthful  growth-,  even  sending 
forth,  in  1849,  the  nucleus  of  another  church  in  .South  Lynnfield, 
which  is  "  fruitful  in  good  works,"  and  a  worthy  granddaughter  of 
tliis  ohl,  historic  church,  witii  its  two  centuries  antl  a  half  of  useful 
life.  Oitr  work,  in  a  sense,  is  your  work,  since  we  owe  our 
existence,  as  a  church,  to  you.  .And,  as  whatever  pertains  to  her 
children  is  always  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  mother,  so,  I 
know  that  our  religious  triumphs  and  spiritual  attainments  are 
dear  to  you,  our  church  mother. 

We  are  also  parts  of  One  great  circle  of  Christian  influence  anil 
Christian  activity,  of  which  Jesus  Christ  is  the  living  center. 

Our  two  churches  in  Lynntield  have  sent  forth  many  a  minister, 
and  minister's  wife,  to  successful  Christian  work. 

One  missionary,  now  telling  the  story  of  the  cross  on  India's 
coral  strand,  first  gave  her  heart  to  Ood,  and  entered  into 
covenant  relation  with  Him  and  His  people,  at  Cynnfield  Center. 

.So  we  come  back  to-day,  on  your  invitation,  our  mother,  liringing  a 
daughter's  love  and  a  granddaughter's  blessing.  We  point  you  to  cur 
history,  so  marked  by  the  divine  approval  and  blessing.  And  we  say 
to  you  to-night,  that  we  desire  to  rellect  in  our  lives,  the  purity,  the 
earnestness,  and  the  faith  of  tliose  who,  in  the  early  days,  believed 
in  the  churcli  iis  thv  temple  of  Goii,  and  in  the  body  iis  the  temple  oj 
the  Holy  Ghost.  We  wish  to  emulate  the  depth  and  fervor  of  their 
piety,  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  their  lives.  This  is  possible  only 
as  we  have  the  spirit  and  mind  of  Christ.  Trusting  in  Him  as 
.Saviour  and  Lord,  we  are  assured  of  ''  the  life  that  now  is  and 
the  life  that  is  to  come."  And  as  we  draw  near,  one  by  one 
the  golden  gate  of  the  city  be.iutiful,  and  behold  the  glorious 
temple  of  our  Cod,  may  we  read  across  its  portals,  in  letters  that 
shine  witli  sunset  gold,  these  words,  "Home,  Heavenly  Home." 
And  may  we  liear  from  Him,  who  is  the  light  thereof,  this  welcome, 
"Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Addiess  of  Rev.  David  Killnirn,  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational churcli,  Nortli  Reading. 

I  once  hearil  Rev.  William  Taylor,  now  a  bishop  in  Africa,  once 
say  that,  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  from  one  of  his  long 
n\issionary  tours,  he  was  met  at  a  railroad  station  by  a  young  man 
who  spoke  to  him,  and  seemed  to  know  him,  when  he  said,  "  Vou 
seem  to  know  me,  young  man,  but  I  do  not  have  the  pleasure  of  your 
acquaintance  :  "  when  the  young  man  replied  that  he  was  his  son. 
The  father  had  been  so  long  absent  from  his  native  land,  in  his 
missionary  labors,  that  the  son  had  grown  out  of  his  knowledge. 

I'ut  in  this  case,  although  it  has  been  so  long  since  the  daughter 
went  out  from  Jier  parental  home,  I  am  glad  to  know  th.it  our 
mother  has  not  forgotten  us,  but  we  have  been  invited  to  lie  present 
to  rejoice  with  her  on  this  occasion,  and  that  on  coming  here  she 
does  not  fail  to  recognize  us,  and  has  given  us  a  hearty  welcome. 

The  apostle,  in  speaking  of  a  certain  company  of  people,  says, 
"they  went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us;  for  if  they  had 
been  of  us,  they  would,  no  doubt,  have  continued  with  us  "  ;  but 
this  was  not  so  concerning  us;  though  we  went  out  fron\  you,  we 
were  none  the  less  of  you.  In  our  church  organization,  in  our 
system  of  belief,  in  Christian  character,  we  are  bone  of  your  bone 
and  (lesh  of  your  flesh.  There  flows  through  our  souls  the  same 
vital  currents  as  through  yours.     We  are  partakers  of  the  same  spirit. 

The  church  at  North  Reading,  which  then  became  known  as  the 
North  Parish,  was  formed  June  29,  T720,  with  thirty-nine  members, 
and  Rev.  Daniel  Putnam  as  pastor,  in  which  office  he  continued  until 
his  death  in  1759.  In  illustration  of  his  jjiety  the  following  incident  is 
related  of  him.  I  )uring  the  earthcpiake  shocks  of  1727  which  occurred 
at  intervals  for  three  months,  and  which  were  at  the  end  of  that  time 
very  severe,  the  people  came  in  great  tre|)idation  to  their  minister  to 


know  what  to  do.  Without  saying  anything  he  opened  the  window, 
])ut  forth  his  hands  tow.ntl  heaven  and  cried  out,  "<)  Lord,  shake 
thou  the  hearts  of  sinners  by  thy  .Spirit,  as  thou  art  now  shaking  the 
earth  by  thy  power,"  then  closing  the  wintlow  he  dismissed  the 
people. 

liliab  Stone  liecame  pastor  in  1761,  and  continued  as  [)astor  for 
sixty-one  years,  until  his  death,  the  first  two  pastorates  thus  cover- 
ing the  first  one  hundred  years.  Then  comes  five  pastorates  in  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  being  those  of  Cyrus  Pierce,  eight  years  ; 
Jacol)  Weed  Lastnian,  three  years;  J.im'es  1).  Lewis,  lucj  ye.irs  ;• 
John  Orcutt,  live  years;  lv|)hraini  W.  Allen,  from  iS.)5  on,  nine 
years. 

Thomas  Newton  Jones,  from  1S53  till  his  death  in  iSoc).  J.  W. 
Kingsbury,  no\v  living  at  Praintree,  from  1S72  to  1S77.  Kr.uik  It. 
l'"oster,  now  at  Oakland,  Cal.,  a  pastor  for  two  years.  George  V.. 
Allen,  for  eight  years,  from  iSSo.  Henry  C.  Fay,  of  .Somerville, 
during  the  years  1S.S9  and  iSyo.  'I'he  present  pastorate  commenced 
in  March,  1891 . 

It  also  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  your  daughter  at 
North  Reading,  like  her  twin  sister  at  Lynnfield,  was  once  ni.idc 
houseless  and  in  very  much  the  same  way.  Inunediately  after  the 
close  of  Rev.  J.  W.  I'^astnian's  jiastorate  in  1S31,  there  was  an 
effort  made  ijy  the  liberal  element  in  the  parish  with  v.irying  for- 
tunes to  have  such  preaching  a  part  of  the  time,  anil  when  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  1834,  it  was  voted  to  have  liberal  preach- 
ing one  half  of  the  time,  the  Congregational  church  withdrew  and 
ordained  Rev.  J.  I).  Lewis  as  their  pastor.  For  two  years  they 
woi  shipped  in  a  hall,  but  in  1S36  they  built  the  jjresent  chin ch  edilu  e, 
and  in  1841  purchased  the  parsonage  property. 

Parents  usually  like  to  hear  that  their  daughters  have  entered  on 
married  life,  especially  if  they  are  well  and  happily  married,  and  it  is 
into  such  a  union  that  this  daughter  has  entered,  the  nuptials  being 
celebrated  .'\pril  3,  1892.  Put  in  this  affair  it  was  your  daughter  that 
paid  the  attentions  and  made  the  proposal,  and  besides  this,  instead 
of  going  to  the  house  of  her  spouse  she  took  her  spouse  to  her  own 
house.  The  union  of  the  Methodist  with  the  Congregational  cliunh 
in  North  Reading  has  proved  a  very  harmonious  and  felicitous  one. 
We  are  still  a  Congregational  churcli,  and  sustain  the  same  relation 
to  the  conference  of  churches  as  ever,  t.'ongregational  in  creed, 
customs,  and  polity,  just  the  same  as  before.  T"he  first  reunion  this 
church  has  ever  had  was  held  last  month  on  the  second  anniversary 
of  this  auspicioirs  event,  h'ormer  pastors  of  both  churches  were 
invited  to  be  present,  and  it  was  a  most  successful  and  enjoy.ible 
occasion,  but  we  hope  our  mother  has  not  fell  slighted  because  she 
was  not  invited  to  be  |)resent  on  .such  an  occasion. 

.\t  our  March  coniniuniou  we  rei  eiveil  twenty-one  on  confession 
of  laith,  the  largest  number  ever  received  at  one  time  in  the  history 
of  the  church.  'Phree  years  ago  we  had  but  thirty-five  resident  mem- 
bers, now  we  have  seventy-four. 

Though  the  house  in  which  your  d.iughter  lives  is  a  somewhat 
plain  and  unpretentious  one  compared  with  this  eleg.mt  and  cosily 
structure,  yet  we  have  no  envioirs  feelings  toward  our  mother,  but 
are  glad  you  .ire  able  to  worship  in  such  a  well-appointed  .mil  beau- 
tiful house. 

We  are  glad  to  be  present  with  you  on  this  occasion,  to  congiatu- 
late  you  on  having  reached  this  anniversary  in  the  existence  of  your 
church,  to  rejoice  with  you  in  your  noble  history,  in  the  prosperity 
that  has  attended  your  efforts,  and  in  all  you  have  been  enabled  to 
accomplish  for  the  kingdom  of  hea\en  ;  and  hope  your  future  may 
be  even  better  than  the  past,  and  that  this  cluucli  may  be  a  greater 
power  for  good  and  for  God  in  all  the  years  to  come  than  you  li.ive 
ever  been  before. 

I  have  thought,  also,  how  the  more  than  six  hundred  who  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  daughter 
church,  but  have  since  passed  on  to  the  other  world,  with  that  great 
multitutle  who  have  from  your  communion  departed  to  be  with 
Christ,  may  be  looking  down  ujion  us  to-night  and  also  rejoicing  with 
us  on  this  occasion. 

And  I  trust  we  shall  each  so  well  anil  faithfully  serve  the  divine 
Master  that  we  shall  receive  the  same  welcome  which  they  lia\e 
doubtless  received,  when  our  work  on  earth  is  done  and  we  shall 
have  passed  within  the  veil. 
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TWO  HlTNDRKl)  AND  !•  I  FTIKI'l  I  AN  Nl  VI'IRSA  RY 


BUR  RACK  YAI.K  was  tlie  son  of  Aiiierton  and 
Sarah  (Meriruan)  \'ale,  and  was  l)orn  in  Meiidcn, 
Conn.,  Marcli  27,  17S1.  'riicrc  was  t|uitc  a  family 
dependent  on  the  father  fur  support,  and  Hurrage,  l)eing 
an  ambitious  l)oy,  started  out  at  an  early  age  to  care  for 
liimself,  with  a  view,  also,  of  assisting  his  fatiier  in  the 
support  of  his  family.  Procuring  a  suitable  outfit  of 
team  and  tinware,  he  traversed  towns  and  States,  and 
was  successful  in  disposing  ut  his  goods.  He  encountered 
many  obstacles  and  practiced  rigid  economy,  but  this  ex- 
perience was  fitting  him  for  the  sterner  conflicts  of  life. 
In  his  journeyings  aliout  the  year  iSoo,  he  lighted  ujjon 
a  place  called  Reading,  now  Wakefield,  and  in  coming 
easterly  over '•  Cowdrey's  Hill,"  he  piit  up  for  the  hrst  night 
of  his  sta)'  in  town  at  the  house  of  (.'ol.  Amos  I'oardman, 
near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  being  now  numbered  uS  I'Jni 
Street,  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
William  A.  Carleton  and  ^  . 
family.  At  his  majority,  in  . 
1802,  Mr.  Yale  took  up  his 
abode  here  and  began  imme- 
diate preparations  for  the 
manufacture  of  tinware.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  correct  ■  . 

habits,  diligent  and  active,  ■  ■ 
and  prosjierity  crowned  his 
labors.  As  his  business  in- 
creased he  increased  iiis  ,  , 
facilities  for  the  manufacture 
anil  sale  of  his  goods,  until 
he  became  one  of  the  hea\- 
iest  tinware  dealers  in  the 
State,  employing  one  hundred 
peddlers.  ( )n  July  5,  iSoS, 
Mr.  Vale  married  Sarah 
(Smith)  I'.oardman,  daughter 
of  Col.  Amos  Roardman. 
She  was  an  estimable  lady 
and  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother.  She  died  in  1844, 
aged  si.\ty  years.  He  mar- 
ried, second,  the  widow  of 
W  y  m  a  n  Richardson,  of 
Woburn.     She  also  was  an 

estimable  lady.  His  children,  all  hy  the  hrst  marriage, 
were  Sarah  A.,  who  married  Rev.  William  Heath  of 
South  Reading;  Lucillia  T.,  who  married  Rev.  Nathan 
Monroe  of  Bradford;  Octavia  A.,  who  married  Rev. 
(leorge  1'.  Smith  of  Woburn,  all  intelligent  and  accom- 
plished women,  none  of  whom  are  now  living.  Rurrage 
Jjuchanan,  the  only  son,  married  a  daughter  of  Maj. 
Daniel  I'lint,  of  North  Reading,  who  lived  but  a  few 
years  after.  He  married  the  second  time,  but  again  is  a 
widower,  and  at  present  residing  in  Wakefield. 

Runctuality  with  Mr.  Yale  was  a  great  merit,  promptly 
discharging  his  own  obligations  and  requiring  equal 
promptness  on  the  part  of  others.  'I'he  same  rule  was 
strictly  adhered  to  in  his  business  appointments.  If  he 
agreed  to  be  at  a  certain  place  at  a  given  time,  he  was 
there  when  the  time  arrived.    One  instance  among  many 


BURRAGE  YALE 


will  illustrate  this  point.  One  day  Mr.  Vale  said  to  r 
neighbor  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  ''  1  want  you  tc 
come  to  my  house  lo-nioriow  morning  at  nine  (/i  Iik  k  tc 
witness  my  signature  and  take  my  acknowledgment  tc 
several  documents."  'J'he  next  morning  at  precisely  nine 
o'clock  the  magistrate  entered  Afr.  \'ale's  room  and  i<iiin(l 
him  at  his  desk  with  the  documents  spread  out  before 
him,  and  pen  in  hand.  Looking  uj),  he  said,  "Coocl 
morning,  sir,  1  am  all  read}',"  and  the  business  was  soon 
completed. 

For  some  years  the  calls  of  business  and  the  feeble 
state  of  his  health  induced  him  t(j  tra\el,  visiting  several 
times  the  Southern  and  other  States,  thus  affording  the 
opportunity  of  enlarging  his  acc|uaintance  with  the  social 
and  business  world. 

Mr.  \  ale  was  not  alwa)s  popular  with   the  masses. 

He  had  a  commantling 
appearance,  and  seemetl  to 
them  proud  and  unsympa- 
thetic, i'he  feeling  was 
more  apparent  than  real, 
but  it  had  its  intluence,  and 
he  held  but  few  ])ublic 
offices.  He  did,  however, 
moderate  the  town  meeting, 
and  at  one  time  he  held  the 
important  office  (jf  tosvn 
treasurer,  and  at  the  next 
town  meeting  his  report  was 
given  with  great  minuteness, 
and  with  characteristic  exact- 
ness. He  studied  to  be 
accurate  in  his  statements, 
his  accounts,  and  in  all  the 
details  of  business.  In  1S25, 
Mr.  Vale  opened  a  ta\'ei  n  in 
his  house.  He  kept  it  but 
one  \'ear,  probably  not  thul- 
ing  it  \'ery  lucrative  with  a 
competitor  in  his  immediate 
\icinity.  Accortling  to  his 
own  statement,  howe\er,  he 
did  not  make  tiie  exi)erimeiU 
with  the  \'iew  of  gain,  but 
"to  show  how  the  thing  could  be  done." 

Mr.  \'ale  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  tiie  first 
postmaster  of  South  Reading,  his  commission  being 
dated  March  16,  1S27.  After  about  three  years'  service, 
Jan.  29,  1830,  he  yielded  the  trust  to  his  younger  half 
brotlier,  Kli  A.  Yale,  who  had  pre\'iously  assisted  iiim  in 
the  management  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Vale  was  timid  of  railways,  preferring  "to  trust  in 
horses,"  and,  in  his  latest  days,  boasted  that  he  had  never 
seen  the  inside  of  a  railroad  car. 

Mr.  Vale  was  dignified  ami  courteous,  liberal  in  certain 
directions,  but  discriminating.  ( )ne  of  our  fire  companies 
bears  his  name,  he  having  contributed  largely  towards 
the  purchase  of  the  Vale  engine.  He  was  a  good  citizen 
and  a  kind  neighbor.  He  died  in  i860,  aged  sesenty- 
nine  years,  leaving  a  handsome  fortune. 
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Closing  address  of  the  Rev.  David  N.  J>eacli,  of  Cain- 
bridge,  Mass.,  a  former  pastor  of  tiie  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Wakefield. 

ADDRESS.* 

The  day  lias  been  rightly  given  to  looking  backward.  We  have 
!)eeM  surveying  250  glorious  years.  Hut  what  even  more  interests 
ine,  —  thoroughly  though  I  believe  in  history,  and  in  cidtivating 
and  deepening  its  spirit,  — is  the  ne.xt  250  years.  It  is  of  an  anni- 
versary to  be  held,  as  I  believe,  in  2141,  that  I  am  mo>t  thinking. 

For  the  thought  of  our  race  only  very  slowly  grasps  the  jjer- 
spective  of  things.  .'\s  the  sun  seemed  once  to  revolve  around  the 
earth,  and  the  earth  to  be  the  center  of  things,  but,  presently,  after 
iiuich  doubt  and  persecution,  and  only  by  slow  degrees,  the  human 
inulerstanding  grasped  the  true  place  of  our  tiny  planet  in  the  in- 
finite universe,  —  so  has  it  been  of  time.  The  duration  of  man  on 
this  globe  was,  for  long,  centered,  in  men's  thoughts,  about  certain 
epochs,  —  the  beginnings  of  history,  its  unfolding,  then  certain 
culminations  about  the  Mediterranean  (name  whose  very  etymology, 
"  Middle-of-the-earth,"  is  a  memorial  of  limited  conceptions),  and 
particularly  in  Jud;ca,  and  then  a  period  of  results  and  conclusions, 
assumed,  by  the  same  law  of  thought,  not  to  be  destined  to  extend 
over  a  very  long  period.  F-ven  in  our  own  century,  how  often  has 
a  date  for  the  ending  of  the  world  been  set  !  I  low  many,  even 
to-day,  are  studying  supposed  ''signs"  of  the  end  of  the  worUI,  and 
confidently  e,\pecting  the  heavens  to  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll 
within  the  near  ftUurel 

but,  as  the  Mediterranean  has  long  been  seen  not  to  be  Middle- 
of-the-earth  "  at  all,  so  our  age  is  beginning  to  sense  how  the  epochs 
which  we  have  been  wont  to  consider  the  "  Middle-of  time,"  and 
hence  to  indicate  a  not  tlistant  date  for  the  ending  of  time,  are  far 
removed,  not  only  from  those  trackless,  prehistoric  ages  which 
went  before,  but  also  from  ages  and  epochs  destined  yet  to  succeed 
each  other  upon  this  earth.  Out  into  the  broad  sense  of  this,  out 
into  the  exhilaration  of  its  morning  time,  our  generation  is  emerg- 
ing. This  is  an  age  of  a  certain  despair,  but  also  of  a  simply  infin- 
ite hope.  Old  ways,  old  customs,  hoary  precedents  of  civil,  social, 
and  individual  life,  and  venerable  conceptions,  even  of  religious 
life,  are  seen,  more  and  more,  like  old  bottles,  not  to  be  able  to 
contain  fully  the  ferment  of  that  new  and  larger  life  with  which 
the  world  throbs.  And,  those  whose  eyes  are  mainly  backward,  or 
those  who  have  little  vision,  either  backward  or  forward,  are  in  a 
certain  despair  in  many  instances  about  many  things,  which,  looked 
at  aright,  should  the  rather  be  taken  as  presages  of  far  more  glori- 
ous days  yet  to  come.  Here  is  the  key  to  the  despair  of  our  time, 
liut,  over  against  it,  is  the  boimdless,  the  limitless  hope.  New 
heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness,  glint,  and 
gleam,  and  extend  beckoning  hanils  before  the  eyes  of  the  men  of 
our  generation.  Never  to  such  a  ilegree  has  it  been  so  before. 
And,  in  spite  of  themselves,  an  unwitting  hopefulness  is  the  under- 
current of  life,  even  with  those  who  croak  and  are  in  despair.  They 
know  it  not,  but  even  their  blood  leaps  in  the  roseate  morning  light. 

May  we  not,  then,  turn  from  history  to  prophecy  as  we  close 
this  day's  hallowed  festivities.'  I  think  so.  Aye,  I  think  it  a  duty 
to  do  so.  I  think  our  thinking  would  lack  balance,  did  we  not  do 
so.  I  believe  if,  250  years  hence,  the  records  of  this  day  shall 
survive,  and  shall  be  scanned,  those  who  scan  them  will  call  us  to 
serious  accoimt  in  their  thoughts,  if  we  do  not  do  so.  There  are 
certain  things,  then,  which  I  believe,  and  I  believe  that  you  believe, 
will  mark  the  next  quarter-millennial. 

And,  in  the  hrst  place,  you  and  I  anticipate  (Ut  evL'r-</ir/'eiiiiii;- 

*Tlie  historic.il  discourse  was  preached  from  manuscript,  and  is  printed  as  ii 
was  delivered,  except  some  revision,  and  the  addition  of  certain  notes.  On  llie 
contrary,  tlie  address  and  prayer  preceding  llie  cup  at  communion  iu  the  afternoon, 
and  tile  closing  addres?,  at  niglit,  were  extemporaneous.  Inasmuch  as  stenographic 
notes  of  tliem  were  not  tal<en,  I  was  asked  to  write  tlieni  out.  This,  under  great 
pressure  of  oilier  work,  I  was  prevented  from  doing  for  nearly  a  year.  As  llien 
written  out,  tliey  are  printed.  Obvioush',  they  could  not  be  verbatim.  Even  llie 
detail  and  progress  of  thought  iu  ihem  are  hardly  accurate.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
liave,  as  I  believe,  preserved  the  spirit  of  them,  reproducing,  after  such  lapse  of 
iMUe,  Sfunewhat  of  the  rush  of  thought  and  feelini;,  of  aspir.iliou,  desire,  ami  ex- 
hortation, iu  purport,  tlKiugh  scarcely  iu  every  p.ulitular,  .is  ihey  were  given  to 
me  on  that  never-to-be-forg<flten  day.  —  ]  >.  N.  Ii. 


soisc  of  >  i  ii/i/v,  iiiiii  of  the  safi  cdness  of  rcalitv.  The  world  has  had 
to  do  largely  with  lictions  thus  far.  Fictitious  theory  of  the  m.tte- 
rial  universe,  lictitiotts  theory  of  this  globe  (plane,  they  thought  it), 
lictitious  theory  of  almost  all  substances  (chemistry  h.is  sumewh.it 
imadeil  and  clarihetl  this  realm),  lictitious  history,  iKtitious  views 
ol  human  lel.itiuns,  yes,--uiiist  we  not  say.' — liililioiis  iheolony, 
too  largely.  The  iiitellectual  temper  c)f  thf  present  is  in  passion. lie 
re\()lt  ttg.imst  all  this.  Hence,  suspense  of  jiidgmi.iit.  lleiice, 
decay  of  the  dogmatic  spirit.  Hence,  infinite  inductive  toil.  Ileiice, 
the  greater  value  put  on  an  ounce  of  experiment,  or  of  proved  fact, 
than  on  whole  tons  of  theory.  Oh,  it  is  a  marvelous  thing!  We 
might  well  hold  ottr  breath  if  we  realized  how  completely  this  spirit 
dominates  our  time.  Men  call  it  irreverent.  Nay,  it  is  the  begin- 
ning and  futiiulation  of  reverence.  It  may  make  us  a  worki  of 
trouble  yet,  but  its  result  will  more  than  rep.ty  its  cost.  Fvery- 
ihiiig  is  to  be  tested,  sifted,  valued,  the  evidence  got  in,  the  f.icts 
ascertained,  ancient  mist  and  chaos  dissolved,  truth  and  re.dity  and 
beauty  fotind  out,  made  our  own,  reali/.ed  in  the  world.  Itual 
conceptions  of  things,  ideas  whose  only  ultimate  issue  uuist  be 
contradiction,  —  these  must  go.  Their  knell  litis  tilieady  rung. 
Tlieir  doom  but  slightly  waits.  And  iu  all,  and  through  all,  there 
emerges  —  slowly,  painfully,  and  aniiiist  many  a  defeat  —  .1  new 
sense,  not  only  of  retdity,  but  of  its  sacredness.  It  all  stands 
together  in  God.  (.)ver  .igainst  the  false  paiitlieisni  sttinds  the  real 
pantheism,  —  God,  all  and  in  all.  And  not  ;i  sand  011  the  shore, 
not  a  hair  of  our  heads,  not  a  faint  glimmer  even  of  a  thought,  but 
is  sacred,  — sacred  for  its  intlividuality,  anil  sacred  for  its  relations 
to  indwelling  God.  The  next  two  and  a  half  centuries  will  pulsate 
more  and  more  with  this  ever-deepening  sense,  —  the  sense  of  reality 
and  of  its  sacreilness. 

In  the  second  place,  you  ami  I  anticipate  a  s/ifvih/oiis  11  >i folding; 
of  t/iL-  sviitfiilhctic  fuHttv.  The  lust  selllets  of  this  town  were  lioiii 
while  men  were  yet  alive  who  had  seen  Alva's  tortures  in  the 
Netherlands.  Human  ingenuity  was  exhausted  to  invent  hiinian 
pains.  People  went  to  execution  to  the  drum-beat  of  their  own 
skins,  they  having  been  llayed  alive  and  their  skins  so  used.  To- 
day, behold  the  electric  cliair,  to  make  even  .i  iiuinlerer's  ile.itli 
instantaneous  and  painless.  The  sympathetic  lobes  of  the  brain 
are  now  evolving.  I'ity,  love,  sacrifice,  helpfulness,  all  those  ])ro- 
found  traits  of  which,  long  before  the  time,  jesus  was  the  presage, 
are  hurrying  on  to  dominate  huni.in  life.  We  wonilei,  after  such 
a  century  as  that  just  closing,  with  its  stupendotis  triumphs  over 
nature,  whtit  can  come  next  !  f  will  tell  you  :  Triumphs  over  the 
brute  in  man,  the  self  in  man,  an  outgoing  of  man  to  man,  such 
as  were  never  yet  seen  excei)t  iu  Christ.  That  is  the  new  birth 
which  awaits  the  world.  It  will  revolutioni/e  luiniau  society.  It 
will  alter  governments.  It  will  lift  life.  Hut  only  slowly,  only  .it 
gre.it  cost.     The  travail  of  the  soul  of  JeSUs  is  not  vet  ilone. 

In  the  thiril  place,  we  sh.ill  have  n  lu-ui  tlwolo^v.  \'ou  tmtii  ipale 
it  as  well  as  I.  Neither  you  nor  I  anticipate  it  as  it  will  be,  but  it 
draws  on  apace.  It  will  not  "  cut  the  nerve  of  missions."  It  will, on 
the  contrary,  for  the  lirst  time  nerve  and  vitalize  missions  ade(|ualely. 
I  )on't  tremble.  I  have  charged  that  j'f^  anticipate  it.  The  lines  of 
God  the  Ruler  will  more  and  more  soften,  and  of  (iod  the  (Joud  will 
more  and  more  come  out  into  relief  ;  man  in  his  true  dignity,  the 
child  of  God  ;  man  in  his  stupendous  possibilities,  molded  aiul  in- 
spired by  God;  the  church  as  commensurate  with  liumtin  nature, 
including  it,  redeeming  it,  by  its  sweet  sacraments  of  cleansing  and 
fellowship  Christing  it  (as  he  bade  to  be  done  unto  "all  nations  ")  ; 
and  every  thing  human  become  divine,  and  of  the  "  new  heavens 
and  new  earth,"  and  the  antitheses,  "temporal  and  eternal,"  "  secular 
and  religious,"  and  so  forth,  yielding  to  the  unity  anil  sacredness  of 
all  things  in  God,  —  these  will  be  some  of  its  general  directions. 
Aiitl  that  such  a  theology  does  indeed  draw  on  apace  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  thought  of  every  one  of  us  is,  wittingly  or  un- 
wittingly, moving  already  in  such  directions. 

I'"inally,  "  who  shall  live  vvhen  God  doeth  this  ?"  \'ou  and  I  //rv 
7v/n'/i  lie  is  doing  it.  And,  albeit  most  slowly,  it  is  surely  coming, 
because  Christ  is  more  and  more  coming.  He  stood  for  things  such 
;is  these.  And  he  never  wtis  so  nearly  triiiiscendent  as  this  very  ihiy. 
\ol  dogmtis  tibout  his  nature,  not  formtil.is  tibotil  his  vvoik,  not  ti 
dozen  other  things  whose  very  tendency  is  to  div  ide  men,  tmd  capture 
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DR.  JOSEPH  1).  MANSFIKI.l)  is  a  native  of  Lynn- 
tield,  in  tiie  county  of  l"',s.sex,  and  was  born  March 
22,  1817.  Me  was  a  son  of  William  Mansfield,  who  was 
the  son  of  William,  who  was  the  son  uf  Deacon  Daniel, 
who  was  the  son  of  Andrew,  who  was  the  son  of 
Robert  Mansfield,  who  came  to  Lynn  from  England  in 
1640.  His  mother  was  Eunice  (Johnson)  Mansfield, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Johnson,  then  of  Eynn- 
held. 

He  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children,  fourteen  in 
number,  twelve  living  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  At 
the  age  of  nine  years,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to 
South  Reading,  now  Wakefield,  and  entered  the  family  of 
the  late  Aaron  Cowdrey,  Sr.,  who  owned  a  large  farm  on 
Cowdrey's  Hill.    Here  he  labored  and  made  himself  gen- 
erally useful,  and  found  a  pleasant  home  in  the  Cowdrey 
family.      By  agreement  he 
had  the  privilege  of  the  dis-  , 
trict  schools  for  one  term  an- 
nually, and  that  term  was  the 
winter  school,  which  usually 
was  of  about  eight  weeks' 
duration.    When  older,  he 
further  pursued  his  studies 
at  the   South   Reading  and 
Reading    academies,    a  n  d, 
later,  he  attended  courses  of 
medical   lectures  at  Dart- 
mouth College  at  Hanover, 
N.   H.    At  this  college  he 
was  an    attendant    on  Dr. 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes's  first 
course  of  lectures  on  anat- 
omy.    He  also  attended  the 
Medical   College  at  Wood- 
stock,  Vt.,   from   which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  in  June,  1841. 
He  had  taught  one  of  the 
district  schools  in  Wakelield 
in  the  winter  of  1838-39,  in 
Stoneham  in  the  winter  of 
1839-40,  and   in  Lynnfield 
Center  in  the  winter  of  1840- 

41,  being  the  same  school  in  which  he  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  education  a  few  years  before.  Previous  to  this, 
however.  Dr.  Mansfield  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Samuel 
A.  Toothaker,  of  South  Reading,  and  with  Dr.  K.  Davis, 
of  Reading.  On  Sept.  19,  1841,  he  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  South  Reading,  which  he  actively  con- 
tinued for  twenty-eight  years. 

In  about  1857,  Dr.  Mansfield  and  the  late  Dr.  W.  H. 
Willis  established  a  drug  store  in  a  building  a  little 
south  of  the  present  location  of  E.  G.  Daland's  dry 
goods  store.  This  was  the  second  drug  store  established 
between  Charlestown  and  Haverhill,  the  first  being  in 
Maiden.  After  a  few  years  in  that  location  he  removed 
to  the  more  desirable  building,  corner  of  Main  and  Albion 
Streets,  where  he  continued  his  business  for  nearly  thirty- 
two  years. 
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He  retired  liom  active  practice  in  1869,  and  finm 
the  diug  business  in  1892. 

In  connection  wilh  tlie  drug  business.  Dr.  Mans- 
field conducted  an  insuiance  agency,  having  i)uichased 
the  business  of  D.  II.  Wheeloek  in  186S.  lie  still  con- 
tinues the  business  of  insurance,  and,  though  Hearing  the 
sunset  of  life,  is  in  comparative  health  and  may  dail)'  be 
found  at  his  desk  to  gi\e  a  kind  greeting  to  those  who 
may  call  on  him  for  business  or  friendship.  Dr.  Mans-' 
field  was  emphaticall)'  a  physician,  but  as  the  se\'ere 
strain  on  his  health  warned  him  that  he  might  early  lie 
obliged  to  relinquish  his  much  loved  profession,  he  en- 
gagetl  in  these  outside  pursuits,  so  that,  if  such  an  emer- 
gency should  come,  he  might  have  a  ready  business  at 
hand  to  occuj^y  liis  mind.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  f<jr  more  than  fift\'  \'ears. 

He  is  also  a  member  ol  the 
Massachusetts  Pharmaceuti- 
^  cal  Association,  and  received 

a  certificate    as  registered 
pharmacist,    Dec.    2,  1SS5. 
For  three  years  he  was  ex- 
amining surgeon  for  one  of 
the   New    York    life  insur- 
ance   companies.     In  con- 
nection with  the  late  Hon. 
Lilley  Eaton,  he  was  one  of 
the  prime  movers  in  1841  in 
setting  out  the  statel}'  trees 
that  now  adorn  our  common, 
and   was  chairman    of  the 
meeting  that  gave  life  to  the 
movement.    He  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the 
Wakefield  Horticultural  So- 
ciety.   He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  urging  a  change 
of  the  name  of   the  town 
from  South   Reading  on  ac- 
count of  the  frequent  annoy- 
^       ances  experienced  by  many 
citizens  in  having  their  mail 
matter  carried  to  Reading. 
He  was  one  of  the  building 
committee   for  the   erection  of    the   present   town  hall 
building.    Also  one  of  the  committee  on  the  reception 
of  guests  at  the  celebration  of   the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  annix'ersary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  He 
was  highly  esteemed  as  a  physician  and  is  greatly  re- 
spected as  a  citizen. 

Dr.  Mansfield  was  married  first  in  January,  1845, 
Miss  Mary  Wiley,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  \\'iley  and  a 
twin  sister  to  Mrs.  Louisa  Dolliver.  Mrs.  ?^Iansfield  died 
Jan.  1,  1856.  He  married  second.  Miss  Susan  Merrill, 
of  Milford,  N.  IL,  in  February,  1857.  He  has  had  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living ;  t/'z.,  Mary  L.,  who 
married  Dr.  Charles  Dutton  ;  L.  Josephine,  unmarried, 
a  teacher  in  one  of  our  public  schools  ;  Hattie  G.,  who 
married  Mr.  George  H.  Smith  ;  and  Jessie  F.,  who  married 
Everett  G.  Daland,  all  of  Wakefield. 
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and  -slay  men  in  the  uais  of  metaphysics,  —  hut  Christ,  the  living 
Christ,  tlie  man  Christ  Je.Mi^,  liis  brow  crowned  witli  a  stiise  of  tlie 
eternities,  those  past,  present,  and  to  be;  his  eye  lighted  with  hope 
and  suffused  with  an  ineffable  and  irresistible  love;  and,  on  his  fore- 
head, and  down  his  back,  and  in  hands,  and  feet,  and  side,  the  marks 
of  thorns,  scourgings,  nails,  and  spear,  with  their  divine  warranty 
of  infinite  pardon,  sacrifice,  and  service.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  hence,  on  this  spot,  Christ  shall  be  honored  as  we  have  never 
dreamed  of  honoring  him.  His  name  sliall  be  above  every  name, 
in  reality  as  well  as  in  theory.  Ami  the  true  meaning  of  this  day, 
and  the  true  errand  antl  purport  of  our  lives  here,  will  only  be 
fulfilled  as  we  crown  him  and  sceptre  him,  adore  him  and  serve  him, 
abide  in  him  and  grow  like  him.  It  is  Christ  that  is  coming. 
Naught  else  comes.  Hut  in  him  all  things  come  —  yea,  even  you 
and  I.    Ciod  speed  the  day  ! 

Nearly  all  the  public  huilclings  and  private  residences 
in  the  central  i^oitions  of  Wakefield,  and  on  the  route  of 
the  anticipated  grand  procession,  had  been  beautifully 
and  in  many  cases  elaborately  decorated  with  figures, 
mottoes,  flags,  and  streamers  gay,  and  in  the  brightness 
and  fresh,  sweet  atmosphere  of  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
population  seemed  all  astir,  and  people  from  surrounding 
towns  and  cities,  in  many  hundreds  of  carriages,  passed  in 
long  procession  through  the  streets,  enjoying  the  charms 
of  nature,  and  admiring  the  colored  splendors  of  festooned 
Hag  and  bunting,  lietokening  that  Wakefield's  particular 
day  of  celebration  was  near  at  hand. 


READING. 

In  the  records  of  the  Kxecutive  Committee,  under  date 
of  April  2  1,  occurs  the  following  vote  :  — 

Voted,  that  G.  b.  I'arker,  F.  M.  Smith,  and  Jacob  Mitchell  be  a 
committee  to  arrange  for  a  Union  I^raise  Service  on  the  .Sunday 
preceding  the  celebration. 

Representatives  from  tlie  different  churches  met  this 
committee  by  invitation,  at  the  small  vestry  of  the  Con- 
gregational (Bethesda)  church  on  the  afternoon  of 
.Sunday,  May  20.  Guided  by  what  seemed  to  be  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  conference,  the  committee 
decided  to  hold  the  Union  Commemorative  Services  in 
the  Congregational  church  on  the  evening  of  May  27, 
the  Sunday  opening  the  week  of  the  celebration. 

A  beautiful  day  it  was,  and  the  lengthening  shadows 
of  the  early  evening  found  the  church  edifice,  floor,  and 
gallery  crowded  with  listeners,  young  and  old. 

The  order  of  exercises,  as  carried  out,  was  : 

I.  ORGAN  VOLUNTARY.    "  Festal  .March  "  .     .     .  Feibman 


2.  IIYNLX  659.    Tune  "  America  "  

3.  READING  OF  SCRIPTURF    .    .    .     1  Rev.  Charles  Scott 

4.  CKNTFNNIAL  HYMN  liy  J.  G.  Whittier 

.Music  by  J.  K.  I'.iinc. 

5.  HYMN  125.    Tune  "  Lyons."   

6.  PRAYFR  ■!  Rev.  W.  C.  Merrill 

7.  RFSFONSF.    "Nearer  Home"  

8.  RFM.ARKS   Mr.  Warren  K.  Faton 

9.  RFMARKS    Mr.  Walter  S.  I'arker 

10.  ANTI1I':M    "To  Thee,  O  Country  "  Eichburg 

11.  ^  RFMARKS   Rev.  S.  C.  Carey 

12.  HYM.N  99.    Tune  "  Webb."   


'  A  retired  Cougregatioti.il  Clergyman,  livinf;  on  Main  St.,  north  of  Laurel  Hill 
Cemetery. 

^  Supplying  llie  Congregational  pulpit,  Mr.  .-^dams,  the  pastor,  being  ill. 
J  Abstract. 


13.  Rl'lM.ARKS  1  Rev.  S.  K.  Milclu.' 

IIN'MN.yi.    Time  "  1  lunnis  "  

15.  l!FNi:i  )1C  TK  ).\'   

Remarks  of  Mr.  Warren  f',.  F.atoii. 

In  the  half  a  do/.en  inonients  you  .illuw  me,  I  h.ive  time  to  giv 
you  but  a  single  thought.  Most  of  you,  ud  chxibt,  have  listene' 
to-day  to  discourses  elo(|uenlly  portraying  the  \ittues,  [lerh.ips  ri. 
couutiugsome  of  the  weaknesses  of  oui  e.irly  f.itheis.  but,  stauiliii 
here,  in  this  pulpit,  and  in  the  twilight  of  this  Salibalh  e\e,  the  fin 
thought  I  desire  to  utter  and  to  emphasize  is,  that  these  men,  wh.il 
ever  their  f.iilings,  believetl  that  God  is  God.  M.irk,  they  h<-liirc, 
it.  lie  sat  with  them  at  their  tables.  He  w.ilked  beside  them  a 
they  plowetl  their  furrows.  In  the  times  tint  tried  nieiiVs  souls 
He  was  their  refuge;  in  jjeace,  their  strength;  in  trouble,  a  vef 
present  help. 

We  are  often  remiiuletl  th.it  the  I'ilgiiins  came  to  these  shore 
that  they  might  worship  their  .Maker  uulr(juli]ed,  aeeouling  t<i  tlu 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences.     I'.ut  in  that  stormy  s.iil  .icros 
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Corner  of  Woburn  .uiil  Ariinglon  .Streets,  Isc.idinj;. 

the  sea,  in  that  terrible  first  winter,  when  the  frc^sted  air  was  full  of 
"  farewells  to  the  dying,"  ami  not  a  soul  dismayetl,  I  see  something 
more  than  the  gratitication  of  a  desire,  something  more  than  an 
assent  of  the  iniiul;  in  the  signatures  to  that  parchment  in  the  cabin 
of  the  "Mayllower,"  I  see  something  more  than  the  rule  of  the 
majority,  —  I  see  the  sublimity  of  belief.  They  said,  "  I  believe." 
I'liit,  more  than  that,  they  were  ready  to  sacrifice  their  li\es  f(U'  their 
belief,  —  the  act  that  makes  belief  sublime. 

Throw  a  hundred  men  into  the  stream,  says  the  orator,  and 
ninety-nine  will  throw  up  their  hands  and  sink  ;  the  hundredth 
man  keeps  his  hands  to  his  side,  his  eyes  on  the  heavens,  and  floats. 
That  hundredth  man  was  the  Puritan  of  two  hundred  years  ago,  and 
by  that  test  you  may  tell  his  lineal  descendant  of  to-day. 

Rut  the  Puritans  were  hard,  you  say,  stern,  bigoted.  Well,  they 
had  convictions.  They  "  scorned  delights  and  lived  laborious  days." 
God  was  their  lawgiver,  they  his  people.  For  him  they  were  ready 
to  suffer  —  to  die  if  need  be.  If  this  be  bigotry,  then  tliaid<  (loil 
for  so  much  of  it  as  is  left  in  us,  their  children. 

'  Sujiplying  the  pulpit  of  the  Haptist  Clunch,  it  being  without  a  pastor. 
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IT  is  one  of  the  glories  of  our  ,\nierie;in  coiunionwealth 
and  new-world  civiliz;ition  that  our  young  men  of 
courage,  brains,  and  industry  ma)'  easily  climb  lo  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  in  our  towns  and  cities.  Mason 
S.  Southworth  was  a  good  illustration  of  a  young  man 
born  near  the  ground  and  manfully  fighting  his  way  up 
amid  ad\'erse  circumstances  and  achiev  ing  success  in  life. 
Afr.  .Southworth  was  of  genuine  Puritan  blood  on  both 
sides  of  the  house,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Alice  ( 'ar- 
penter  .Southworth,  widow,  who  came  to  IMsinouth  in  the 
siiip  .  III/!,  supposed  to  have  been  the  third  vessel  to  arrive 
in  the  infant  colony  from  European  shores,  ller  two 
sons,  Constant  and  'I'homas  Southworth,  came  to  I'ly- 
mouth  a  few  \ears  later,  and  were  prominent  men  and 
valiant  fighters  among  the  sturdy  pioneers  in  the  early 
days  of  the  colony.  'I'his  good  mother  was  strong  in 
character,  amiable  in  disposi- 
tion, and  attractive  in  per- 
son, and  became  the  second 
wife  of  the  worshipful 
governor  and  strong-hearted 
man,  William  Bradford,  who 
had  been  her  suitor  in  Kng- 
land  before  her  first  marriage. 
Mr.  Southworth  was  born  in 
Ashford,  Conn.,  June  16, 
1816,  and  was  the  son  of 
Ezra  and  Eliza  (Sherman) 
Southworth.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  five  years 
old,  and  his  father  when  he 
was  thirteen  years  old.  be- 
coming thus  an  orphan  al- 
most in  childhood  and  ex- 
posed to  the  frigid  mercies 
of  an  unjjitying  world,  the 
young  lad  was  in  a  position 
to  demonstrate  what  stuff  he 
was  made  of.  hfe  was  put 
upon  a  farm  at  Ashford  and 
was  early  inured  to  toil,  but 
tile  life  of  an  apprentice  on 
a  farm  had  few  attractions 
for  him,  for  he  possessed  a 

strong  inclination  and  a  real  genius  for  mercantile  hu^'v 
ness,  and  after  a  few  years  on  the  farm  he  decided  for 
iiimself  to  make  a  change  and  entered  a  grocery  store  at 
Norwich,  Conn.,  whence,  after  graduating  with  honor,  he 
purchased  a  country  store  in  Kastford,  Conn.,  and  later 
in  the  same  town  purchased  and  managed  a  farm.  In 
1850,  Mr.  Southworth  removed  to  Franklin,  Afass.,  where 
he  purchased  a  store,  and  in  1855,  was  chosen  represen- 
tative from  Franklin  in  the  general  court  of  the  common- 
wealth, where  his  sound,  practical  judgment  made  him  a 
valuable  member.  His  business  enterprise  led  him,  in 
1857,  to  sell  his  store  in  Franklin  and  remove  to  Nepon- 
set,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  grocery 
store,  fn  1857,  he  had  a  wholesale  grocery  establish- 
ment in  liarton,  Vt.,  which  he  sold  in  1S60,  and  returning 
to  Neponset,  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.     In  1864, 
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he  remov  ed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  \vhere  he  had  purchased  a 
fine  farm.  In  i.S()7,  ^^r.  Soutlnvorth  came  to  Wakefield, 
then  S(.)uth  Keading.  attractetl  by  tlie  pleasant  outward 
features  of  the  town,  and  the  enterprise  (if  her  people,  to 
settle  dcjwn  antl  make  here  his  ]iermanent  home.  He 
had  been  geiieralh'  successful  in  his  business  N'enluies, 
anil  b)'  his  judgment  and  iiulustrv  amassed  a  comfort. ihk; 
competence. 

He  soon  began  to  take  an  acti\'e  part  in  municip.il 
affairs,  and  demonstratetl  his  public  spirit  in  \  aiious  w.rws. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  C(jrj3orators  and  trustees  of 
the  Wakelield  Savings  liank,  and,  together  with  C)-rus 
Wakefield,  Eucius  ISeebe,  Daniel  Allen,  and  | antes  !■ . 
Emerson,  he  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Wakefielil 
Real  Estate  and  Building  Association. 

He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  original  compaii)', 

and  when  it   was  chartered 
as    a    Corporation,  became 
one   of    the    directors  and 
general   agent,  and   on  the 
death    of     Mr.    Allen  was 
chosen  treasurer,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  his  death. 
The   fluties  of   his  position 
in  connection  with  the  ass(j- 
ciation  were  congenial  to  him, 
and  were  discharged  with  a 
rare   business  sagacit)  and 
scrLipulous   liclelity.     In  his 
other  relations  to  the  com- 
munity as   a   citizen  and  a 
Christian  man,  he  was  found 
faithful,  honorable,  and  gen- 
erous.     Though   quiet  and 
unol)trusi\'e  in  his  wax's,  he 
was  loyal  t(j  high  ideals,  and 
one  alwa\'s   knew  where  tcj 
find    him.       Man)'   of  the 
handsome    residences  that 
adorn  the  averiues  of  Wake- 
field had  their  origin  in  his 
busy   brain,    ami    he  could 
well  execute  wh,\t  the  miiul 
conceived.     Mr.  .Southworth 
declined  in   health  in   his  later  years,   necessitating  ,1 
retirement  from  active  business.      He   peacefully  gave 
up  his  life  .it  his  home,  on   Eaton  Street,  |an.  5,  liSSS. 
and  his  remains  rest  within  the   picturesc|ue  shades  of 
Eakeside  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Southworth  married,  June  6,  1842,  Miss  Sophia 
L.  Spink,  of  Eastford,  Conn.  A  long  and  happy  wedded 
life,  during  forty-six  years,  was  their  portion,  Mrs.  South- 
worth  surviving  her  husband,  and  dying,  full  of  years, 
Nov.  24,  1894.  I'our  children  blessed  their  union,  two 
of  whom,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  died  in  childhood,  and 
two  sons  now  remain,  who  are  citizens  of  Wakefield  and 
esteemed  representatives  of  a  worthy  ancestry.  They 
are  Ezra  iM.  Soutlnvorth,  treasurer  of  the  Wakefield 
Real  Estate  and  liuiUling  Association,  and  I'.dmer  II. 
Southworth,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  of  lioston. 
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Tliu  pliilosoijlier  lying  upon  the  groimd  saw  in  ihc  falling  of  llif 
apple  the  great  law  tliat  hnKIs  us  to  the  planet.    Away  from  it,  we 
know,  is  peril,    llert  iiles  coiikl  ikjI  throw  his  antagonist  so  long  as 
the  fort  of  Anteus  touched  the  e.u  th.     .So  there  is  a  law  of  the  soul 
th.it  holils  u>  to  the  Infiiiile.     .\\v.iy  from  hiui  is  peril.     We  are 
strung,  alile  to  resist  the  evil   tliat  will  sometimes  twist, 
anil  turn,  and  seek  to  tlirow  us  oidy  as  we  keep  in  touch 
with  the  I'^ternal.    (iod  was  in  the  beginning,     lie  will  be 
from  everl.isling  to  everlasting.    W'e  cannot  get  far  away 
from  him.     lie  slia|)es  our  ends,  rouj;h-lie\v  them  as  we 
will.     1 1  e  spoke  to  Moses  in  the  bush,  —  1  have  no  doubt 
.ibout  it.     lie  wrote  the  warning  on  the  palace  wall, —  I 
have  no  doubt  of  that.     .\nd  he  speaks  to-day  to  every 
soul,  ple.iding,  warning,  anti  lliey  lliat  are  pure  in  heart 
see  liini. 

Two  himdretl  .iud  (ifty  years  ago  our  f.ilhers  (many 
of  us  bear  their  lionorcd  names)  [jianted  their  homes  by 
yomler  l.dve  .uid  among  tliese  wooded  hills.    With  theni 
c.ime  the  cliurcli  and  the  school,  —  twin  sisters  in  uplifting 
the  race.    They  said,  "This  pulpit  sliall  not  only  be  God- 
fearing but  (lod-knowing. "    They  saitl,  "Our  (jod  is 
not  tlie  god  of  luial.     His  ears  are  not  stopped  tliat  he 
cannot  he.ir,  nor  liis  eyes  shut  that  he  cannot  see,  nor  his 
arm  shortened  that  it  cannot  save."    f  )nly  once  did  the 
fatliers  lose  holii  of  that  sublime  i)elief.     It  w.is  in  1787, 
wlien  the  republic,  for  the  sake  of  tmion,  saiti,  ' '  The  black 
men  of  tlie  .Soutii  shall  continue  to  be  to  us  as  cattle  to 
be  bought  and  sold."     'I'hrough  seer  and  prophet  God 
spake  his  warnings  ;  now  and  then  lie  wrote  them  in  characters  tli.tt 
the  n.ition  miglit  re. id.     lint  were  not  her  cattle  on  a  thousand  hilK^ 
Were  not  her  (  )ctobers  golden  with  .ibinulanl  liarvests  ?    Did  not 
great  f.iclories  fret  the  waters  of  her  mountain   streams,  and  lier 
mercliantmen  plow  every  sea       but  a  thousand  years  with  God  is 
as  a  d.iy.     And  in  1S61  the  avenging  arm  struck!     \'ou  know  the 
rest,    'i'hrough  four  long  years  of  blood  .iiid  fire  tlie  nation  reeled  — 
anil  the  atonement  was  made. 

( )n  'I'uesday  ne.\t  you  will  celebrate,  with  pomp  and  parade,  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  your  municipal  birth.  With 
streamers  gay,  the  air  redolent  with  music,  you  will  s.iy  to  the 
looker^-on  :  "  lichold,  we  make  merry,  for   this   is  our  n.ital  d.iy, 


down  unt.dnteil  icj  our  cliildren  and  their  children,  llien,  indeed, 
must  (iod  be  to  us  .is  to  our  fathers  -  .1  veritable  Presence,  your 
(luide.ind  mine,  our  l^verl.istiug  Light. 

IvciiKirks  of  .Mr.  Walter  S.  I'arkcr. 


RESIDENCE  FORMEHLY  OF  THE  LATE  THOMAS  PRATT, 
M.iiii  Sliuel.  KL-.ulin,n. 

and  .see  how  godly  the  heritage  left  us  by  our  fathers  !"  I'.ut  here, 
on  this  Sabl;ath  eve,  within  these  consecr.ited  walls,  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  .ill  ihesr,  -  -  the  booming  cannon,  tlie  wax  ing  lian- 
iiers,  the  lila/ing  h  illtops  -  -  .ire  but  trappings  (is  not  the  body  more 
than  raiment.');  and  that  if  this  land,  these  institutions,  are  to  go 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  REUBEN  WESTOM, 
Otf  West  Sirccl,  KcTdiiii;. 

In  visiting  .Sain I  Taul's  Cathedr.d  in  I  .oiuloii  tlie  \  isitor  is  .itti.icled 
by  the  epitaph  on  the  tomb  nf  .Sir  Clni-.topher  Wren  :  ''  If  thou 
seekest  his  monument  look  arouiul." 

This  thought  is  suggested  to  us  by  the  large  gathering  lliise\  ening 
from  all  tlie  dillerent  denominations  in  town.  It  is  .in  evidente  of 
the  great  change  th.it  has  t.iken  pKice  in  the  ])ublic  mind  in  tlie 
ilirection  of  cliarity  and  brotherly  love  one  to  another. 

It  is  the  best  evidence,  in  a  practical  way,  that  true  and  undeliled 
religion  is  exeniplilied  in  our  midst. 

Do  we  reali/.e  the  full  significance  of  our  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
celebration?  It  carries  us  back  to  e.irly  colonial  days,  The 
L'nited  St. ties  was  yet  unborn,  there  w. is  no  general  confederation 
for  more  th.m  one  hundred  years  after  the  liist  settle- 
ment of  tile  good  old  town;  i()-|5,  the  year  before, 
the  Inst  Aniericau  union  was  formed  by  Massacliii- 
setts,  I'lynioutli,  New  lla\eii,  anil  Connecticut,  bihn 
Winthrop  was  president.  It  was  the  germ  of  that 
mighty  union  which  extends  from  the  .Atiaiitii  to  the 
I'acilic.  It  was  five  years  before  the  execution  of 
Cliarles  I.  and  the  very  year  of  the  memorable  b.iltle 
of  Marston  Moor. 

Cromwell  w.is  ruling  England  with  an  iron  h.ind, 
and  John  Milton,  tliirty-si.v  years  old,  published  liis 
greate.st  prose  work  in  that  year,  and  w.is  secret.iry  to 
Cromwell. 

The  ne.vt  year  Arclibishop  William  Laud,  I'.nglish 
prelate,  was  belieaded  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
two  ye.irs. 

Religious  liberty  was  almost  unknown;  it  was  an 
object  of  speculation  in  the  abstract  theories  of  phil- 
osophy or  dreamed  of  by  men  of  ordinary  minds. 

.\s  late  as  1  5S2,  it  was  treason  not  to  worship  in 
accordance  with  law.  It  was  after  the  settlement  of 
our  fair  village  but  a  few  years,  when  the  sturdy  Hol- 
landers, under  their  able  leader,  detei  inined  that  the 
sea  sliould  engulf  their  native  land  rather  th.in  lose 
their  liberties.  When  we  take  this  retrospective 
view  of  what  has  l.iken  place  in  the  workl,  we  begin 
to  realize  in  some  small  measure  the  great  l.ipse  of 
lime  since  the  birth  of  our  town. 

When  ue  consider  the  religious,  political,  and  social  movements 
of  the  past  and  their  inlliiein  e  on  our  life  and  civili/.'ilion,  are  we 
pri  p.ired  to  ailniit  that  we,  the  desieiidants  of  those  h.inly  Luiitaiis, 
have  made  also  eijual  progress  in  all  those  things  that  go  to  m.ike 
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up  strong  characters,  sterling  manliuod,  and  elticient  womanhood  ? 
()iir  ancestors  left  us  a  gootlly  heritage,  nohle  examples  of  stead- 
fastness to  duty,  high  |)urpo>es  of  action,  e.xaltetl  ideas  of  what  life 
should  be.  In  fact,  the  spirit  of  our  ancestors  was  of  such  a  noble 
kind  that  the  elfort  has  been  to  practically  New  I'aiglandi/.e  the 
continent. 

"  It  has  often  been  said  by  those  who  desire  the  highest  welfare 
of  the  nation,  and  who  feel  that  to  such  welfare  right,  moral  and 
spiritual  forces  are  first  of  all  needful,  that  what  this  country  chieflv 
needs,  to  maintain  and  exalt  its  place  in  the  world,  is  a  larger 
measure  of  the  I'uritan  s|)irit  in  energetic  tlevelopment  and  in  wide 
distribution." 

This  spirit  has  three  elements  that  distinguish  it  :  — 

First:  Convictions  of  truth  and  duty. 

Second  :  A  determined  spirit  to  act  in  accortlance  with  those 
convictions. 

Robert  C.  Winthrop  said  :  "  It  was  conscience  in  the  I'ilgrinis 
which  brought  them  to  these  shores,  inspiring  a  courage,  confirm- 
ing a  revolution,  and  accomplishing  an  enterprise,  for  the  parallel 
of  which  men  vainly  search  the  record  of  the  world." 

Third:  They  had  lofty,  ideas  of  the  true  dignity  of  man  and  the 
great  importance  of  his  individual  responsibility  to  his  Maker. 

If,  my  friends,  we  are  sensible  of  the  fact  that  we  have  not  come 
up  to  the  full  measure  of  our  opportunities,  let  us  take  courage 
when  we  recall  the  words  of  our  dear  American  poet,  Longfellow  :  — 

Nor  deuni  llie  irrevocable  i'.ibl 

As  wholly  wasted,  wholly  vain, 
If,  rising  on  its  \\'recks,  at  last, 

To  soiULtliinp;  nottler  we  .Utain.'' 

Remarks  of  Rev.  S.  C  (,'ai  t'\ ,  pastor  of  llie  ( )Id  South 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chiireh. 

It  is  well  to  observe  this  anniversary  by  a  religious  service.  The 
town  was  founded  upon  religious  principles,  and  its  first  public  build- 
ing was  a  church.  To  be  .-.ure,  at  (he  present  time  we  would  not 
place  the  chmch  just  on  this  basis  upon  which  that  was  builded, 
but  it  was  an  honest  effort  to  do  what  they  thought  to  be  best.  Antl 
for  this  no  one  should  be  ashamed,  but,  rather,  all  honor  should  be 
given  them.  And  for  one,  I  am  heartily  glad  and  have  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  accoriling]it  to  the  full.  -  ,      .  ■ 


What  We  li.ive  to  do  is  to  perpetuate  wh.it  they  founded,  .dthough 
it  m.iy  be  under  .slightly  th.inged  londilious.  Hut  we  are  to  be 
true  to  the  ide.d  that  they  had  iu  mind,  in  its  main  gre.it  priu- 
cii)les,  those  of  liberty,  .uid  a  liberty  iu  which  religion  should  be 
prominent  anil  persuasive. 

They  made  history.  It  will  be  glory  sullicient  for  us  if  we  con- 
tinue as  well  as  they  begun.  (Jreat  responsibility  f.dls  upon  those 
who  come  after  such  historic  and  heroic  action.    To  keep  alive  the 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  C.  BOSSOtl, 
S.uiborn  Street,  I\e.idin,L;. 

s])irit  tluit  animated  iheni  is  a  religious  and  patriotic  duty.  Tlius  it 
may  reipiire  fidly  as  much  heroism  to  preserve  as  to  ffjuiul.  ,\nil 
yet  it  is  only  iu  litis  way  that  we  .shall  be  worthy  of  such  an  ancestry. 

So  with  feelings  of  grateful  devotion  to  the  fotinders  of  this 
ancient  community,  we  should  launch  out  on  this  new  era  topreserve 
all  that  is  valuable,  hold  sacred  all  that  made  them  honored  and 
honorable,  and  gather  to  ourselves  all  that  will  increase,  intensify, 
and  illtniiine  the  pathway  to  wider  usefulness  anil  a  deeper  devo- 
tion. 
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MONDAY. 


HE  morning  broke  thick  witii  dewy  clouds, 
exciting  the  apprehensions  of  the  early 
risers,  but  soon  the  glorious  sun  dispelled 
fogs  and  fears,  and  the  wide-awake  sons 
of  Wakefield  could  see  "jocund  day  stand 
tiptoe  on  the  misty  mountain  tops,"  "  laughing  the  clouds 
away  witii  playful  scorn."  A  beautiful  celebration  day 
was  assured. 

I^ynainite  salutes  and  the  ringing  of  bells  announced 
to  the  sleepers  that  "Settlers'  Day"  was  o/i.  Multitudes 
of  visitors  and  sightseers  began  to  pour  into  the  town 
by  trains  on  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  the  electric 
cars,  tallyhos,  and  private  conveyances  of  every  sort, 
coming  from  Reading,  North  Reading,  and  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  and  cities,  as  well  as  from  more  distant  places. 
Tents  and  booths  arose  as  if  by  magic  in  the  park  and 
vacant  lots  in  the  center  of  the  town.  Fakirs,  refresh- 
ment venders,  and  souvenir  merchants  were  seen  and 
heard  on  every  hand.  The  streets  were  filled  with 
carriages,  bicycles,  horsemen,  and  a  moving  throng  of 
men,  women,  and  children  in  gala  costumes.  The  gor- 
geous hues  of  the  decorations  on  public  and  private 
buildings  added  much  to  the  spectacular  glory  of  the 
outward  display,  while  bands  of  music  stirred  the 
pulses  and  moved  the  souls  of  the  people,  whose  faces 
beamed  with  enthusiasm  and  pleasure.  The  neatly 
printed  tablets,  marking  here  and  there  historic  sites 
and  ancient  buildings,  reminded  observers  of  the  memo- 
rable significance  of  the  celebration. 

The  preparations  for  the  grand  procession  were  car- 
ried forward  under  the  able  direction  of  the  chief  marshal 
and  assistant  marshals,  and  their  respective  aids.  I'he 
gallant  bearing  of  the  marshals  and  their  staffs,  with  their 
handsome  badges  and  equipments,  dashing  through  the 
streets,  attracted  admiring  attention. 

The  spacious  lower  rooms  in  Wakefield's  Block  on 
Main  Street  were  placed,  by  the  Wakefield  heirs,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  connnittee  on  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  guests,  and  in  the  apartments  tastefully  adorned 
by  Col.  William  IJeals,  and  conveniently  furnished  by 
kindness  of  the  Wakefield  Rattan  Company,  were  hospit- 
ably received  the  invited  guests  of  the  municipality,  and 


escorted  to  carriages  at  the  door.  The  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  arrived  from  Boston  at  the  upper 
depot  at  ten  o'clock,  and  were  met  by  the  recei:>tion  com- 
mittee. These  distinguished  guests  included  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Ciovernor,  l-'rederic  T.  Creenhalge,  and  staff,  his 
Honor,  Roger  \\\)lcott,  lieutenant  (Jovernor,  Adj.-Cen. 
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Samuel  Dalton,  Brig.-Gen.  Benjamin  1'".  I'ridges  ami  stafi. 
They  were  escorted  to  carriages  in  waiting  and  proceeded 
to  Main  Street,  near  the  Wakefield  residence,  where 
the  head  of  the  procession  rested,  and  the  line  of  march 
was  taken  up,  following  the  prescribed  route  through 
streets  as  follows  :  Main,  Sweetser,  Pleasant,  Bark,  Main, 
73  .  c/c 
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CHARLKS  FRANCIS  WOODWARD  was  born  in 
South  Reading,  now  W'akelield,  Nov.  19,  1S52. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  F.  and  Arvilhi  (W'liitney)  Wood- 
ward, the  latter  now  deceased.  He  married,  Sept.  3,  1878, 
Susan  D.,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Dorothy  (Thomp- 
son) Turnbull,  and  to  them  three  children  have  l)een  horn, 
vi/,.,  Charles  Alexander,  born  June  1,  1879  ;  Susie  Ar\  iUa, 
born  July  15,  1880  ;  and  HaroUl  Willmartli,  l)orn  Aug.  13, 
1890. 

Mr.  Woodward  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Wakefield,  and  in  a  IJoston  commercial 
college.  ]''rom  1872  to  1890,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shoe  tools  and  machinery  with  his  father 
inider  the  hrm  name  of  James  F.  ^\'oodward  Son.  'Fhis 
was  the  occupation,  n(jt  only  of  his  father,  James  F.,  but 
of  his  grandfather,  'I'homas,  jr.,  and  of  his  great-grand- 
father, Thomas  Woodward, 
Sr.,  who  was  the  tirst  man- 
ufacturer of  awls  and  other 
shoemakers'  tools  in  Amer- 
ica. But  the  confinement  of 
a  manufactory  was  not  cpiite 
congenial  to  his  feelings, 
however  honorable  and  lucra- 
ti\'e  tile  employment  might 
be,  so  he  tried  new  forms  of 
business  as  they  were  pre- 
sented to  him,  in  which  his 
pent-up  energies  could  find 
an  enlarged  sphere  and 
where  undeveloped  abilities 
might  be  allowed  to  act  their 
part;  so,  since  1890,  he  has 
turned  his  attention  to  real 
estate,  street  railway,  and 
other  similar  enterprises. 
For  se\'eral  years  he  has  been 
one  of  Wakelield's  most 
active  citizens.  He  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Wakefield  and 
.Stoneham  .Street  Railwa)' 
Company,  and  was  matle  its 
president  when  it  was  incor- 
porated and  has  since  continued  to  hold  the  office.  When 
the  jiroject  of  this  street  lailwa)'  company  was  lirsl  in- 
troduced it  was  thought  to  be  chimerical,  though  many  of 
our  citizens  desired  it  and  fell  that  such  an  event  might 
occur  in  the  future,  but  not  perhaps  in  their  lifetime,  for 
such  an  in\'estment  of  money,  they  argued,  would  surely 
fail  of  a  suitable  return.  So  the  first  efforts  to  establish 
so  desirable  a  medium  of  communication  between  the 
several  towns,  was  viewed  with  distrust,  and  but  feeble 
encouragement  was  given  ;  but  that  element  of  persever- 
ance which  falters  not  at  difficulties  linally  surmounted 
obstacles,  and  the  company  came  into  existence,  making 
Wakefield  the  center  of  an  electric  railway  system,  extend- 
to  Reading,  Stoneham,  ^[elrose,  and  Lynn.  He  has  been 
interested  in  the  Citizens"  (las  Light  Company  of  Read- 
ing, South  Reading,  and  Stoneham,  and  was  for  a  time 


its  president.  He  is  an  acti\'e  menil)er  of  the  Wakefield 
board  of  Trade  and  has  been  its  president.  He  is  in- 
stinctiveh'  a  military  man,  has  ser\ed  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Militia  for  the  past  tu ent}'-li\'e  )eai's, 
enlisting  in  the  Riciiarclson  Light  Cuaixl,  Co.  A,  Sixth 
Infanli}',  in  August,  i8f)9,  and  subsecpiently  promoted 
corporal,  sergeant,  secontl  lieutenant,  first  lieutenant,  ami 
captain,  h'rom  1879  to  1882,  while  he  was  captain,  this 
company  made  rapid  progress  and  was  placed  in  olficial 
reports  at  the  head  of  the  entire  State  militia,  and  (leneral 
Arnold,  an  inspector  from  the  United  States  Army,  made 
special  mention  of  Captain  Woodward  in  his  report  to  the 
secretary  of  war.  He  was  promoted  major  of  his  regi- 
ment, h'eb.  7,  1882,  and  lieutenant-colonel,  March  24, 
1890,  which  otfice  lie  now  holds.  He  is  identified  with 
man)'  of  liie  organizations  in  town,  being  a  freemason, 

a  contriljuting  member  of  the 
H.  M.  Warren  i'ost  12, 
G.  A.  R.,  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  <  )rder  of  Cnited 
W  o  r  k  m  e  n,  (,)uannapo\\  itt 
CMub,  Middlesex  Club,  and 
o  t  h  e  r  organizations.  1  n 
politics  he  has  alwa\s  been 
a  stanch  and  active  rejiubli- 
can,  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  town  ccjnnnittee 
for  many  jears  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  committee 
in  1891  and  1892.  He  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the 
lower  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  1887, 1888, and  1889, 
being  the  only  citizen  wlio  has 
thus  been  honored  with  three 
consecutive  terms.  He 
served  on  the  committees  on 
military  affairs,  street  rail- 
ways, and  federal  relations, 
being  chairman  of  the  first- 
named  committee  and  clerk 
of  the  second  in  1SS8,  .uul 
ciiairman  of  the  committee 
on  street  railways  in  1889. 
In  1887,  he  was  chairman  of  a  special  connnittee  on 
armories,  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  that  year,  and  the 
legislature  of  1888,  acting  upon  the  reconnnendation  of 
this  committee,  enacted  a  law  under  which  the  great  State 
armories  have  been  built  in  the  large  cities.  During  the 
session  of  j888,  when  the  war  veterans  petitioned  for 
some  action  in  relation  to  the  alleged  incorrect  records  of 
soldiers,  he  was  apjiointed  chairman  of  a  special  com- 
mittee to  sit  during  the  recess  of  that  year  and  report  to 
the  next  legislature.  Colonel  VN'oodward  has  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  in  that  he  has  held  the  office  of 
tax  collector  h)V  the  town  continuously  since  the  year 
1883,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the  board  of  assessors  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  being  most  of  the  time  the  chair- 
man of  the  board.  He  was  chief  marshal  of  the  grantl 
procession  in  Wakefield.  May  28,  1894. 
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Yale  Avenue,  Railroad,  West  (Miestnut,  Park  Avenue, 
Dell  Avenue,  Converse,  (Jould,  Albion,  Railroad,  Chest- 
nut to  Main,  and  passing  in  re\  ie\v  before  the  CJover- 
nor  and  other  guests  opposite  the  Town  Hall  on  M^iin 
Street,  and  the  parade  dismissed  at  corner  of  Afain  and 
Water  Streets. 

The  long  procession  f(jrmed  one  of  the  most  brilliant 


I'lciuiss,  ke.ul'mg;  Jolin  li.uiiellt 


M, 


FLOAT  OF  H,  M.  V/ARREN  POST  NO.  12,  G.  A.  R., 
in  Wakefield's  PriKc^ioii. 

and  notable  pageants  ever  seen  in  the  streets  of  Wakefield 
and  was  made  up  as  follow^1  :  —      ,\.         ■  ■, 

Platoon  of  niounteil  police  uiuIlt  Chief  of  Police  Alvin  L. 
\'annah. 

Chief  Marshal    Charles  K.  Wootlward,  aiul  the  following  staff: 
Frederick   1!.  Carpenter,  Chief  of  Stalf  ;   Stanley   A.  Mansfieki, 
(iuitlon    Piearer  ;     Representative    k.    C.    Miller,  Junius  lleehe, 
Charles  S.  Hanks,  H.  II.  Savage,  Cyrus  P.  Wakefield, 
W.    II.  Atwell,  Jr.,  Rev.  W.  ]•'.  Dusseault,  Dr.  J.  A. 
(J'Leary,  Dr.  C.  L.  Sopher,    Maj.  \V.  M.  Ward,  J.  C. 
Pearson,  J.  A.  Day,  A.  W.  Flint,  S.  '1'.  Parker,  'J'.  E. 
Dwyer,  C.  N.  Winship,  A.  II.   I  hill,   M.  Row,  Robert 
Darling,  F.  II.  Ilackett,  \Villiain  I,.  Pluck,  Chailes  II. 
Plock,  Frank   II.  .Atwood,  I.  K.  Pliipps,   A.   W.  F"it/, 
N.  M.  Guillow. 

Salem  Cadet  Rand,  Jean  Missud,  Reader.  ■' 

Maj.  George  II.  'Paylor  anil  .Staff,  and  escort  consisting 
of  the  First  Prigade  .Signal  Corps;  Co.  A.,  6th  Regt., 
M.  V.  M.,  Capt.  J.  Gihon  ;  Co.  I,  Sth  Regt.,  Capt. 
Consins  ;  Co.  D,  S  Regt.,  Ca|)t.  Murray  ;  four-horse 
landau,  containing  I  lis  Fxcellency,  (io\'.  I''rederic  V. 
Greenhalge,  Adjt.-Gen.  Samuel  D.dlon,  anil  Chester  \V. 
Raton,  l')sq..  President  of  the  General  ( 'ommittee  of 
Arrangements.  Twenty  eight  landaus,  each  drawn  l)y 
two  horses,  containing  tlie  following  invited  guests:  — 

Rieul.-Gov.  Wolcott,  Col.  Parker,  Col.  Punting,  fSeo. 
II.  Maddock. 

Hon.  Thomas  N.  Hart,  Hon.  W.  R.  Rarrett,  Col. 
Hillings,  Col.  Walsh. 

Gen.  Rridges,  Gen.  Champlin,  Col.  Parsons,  6th  Regt. 

Richard  Hritton,  Wakefield;  David  Norton,  Melrose 
Solon  Rancroft,  Selectman  F.  \V.  Hatch,  W.  II.  Wiglitman,  Read- 
ing; Representative  W.  II.  .Sprague,  Stonehant  ;  Selectman  G.  W. 
Harrington,  A.  H.  Thayer. 

Selectman  Daniel  I'lvans,  Wakefielil  ;  Capt.  Aaron  F'oster, 
ninety-one  years  old,  member  of  Celebration  Committee  fifty  years 
ago. 

Hon.  K.  P.  Hayes,  Rynn  ;  .Senator  E.  P.  .Shaw,  Newburyport. 


W.  1.  Ruggles,  I  hull 
Hayward,  North  Ke.uling. 

The  remaining  carriages  contained  the  following  guests,  including 
selectmen  of  Wakefield,  Reading,  North  Reading  and  surrounding 
towns,  the  list  being  taken  from  the  li^t  of     acceptances  "  in  pos- 
session of  the  Rece|)tion  ('ommittee:  John  G.  ;\born,  Rev.  Charles 
R.  Rliss,  Senator  C.  F.  Prown,  1>.    D.   P.itcheliler,    Decius  Peebe> 
D.  Patchelder,  C.  F.  P.  Rancrott,  Rev.  D,  N.  Peach,  S.  II.  Puttrick, 
F.  W.   Pyron,  Hon.,  J.    ().    Purilett,    Frederick  I'.eebe, 
Rev.  (h  R.  P.ent,  C.  W.  Cook,  Rev.  I'k  H.  Capen,  K.  \. 
Carpenter,  Dr.  A.  H.  Cowdrey,  Joseph  Connell,  li.i  'P. 
Drew,  I'"s(|.,   John   M.  13anforth,  Esq.,    II.  H.  Dame, 
Capt.  H.  Ih  Degen,  Hon.  1'"..  J.  Donovan,  Henry  R. 
Eaton,  Walter  S.  luUon,  Rev.  N.  R.  h'.verls.  Rev.  I'hos. 
A.  Emerson,  Thomas  lunerson,  1^.  D.  Fldridge,  \\'.  p. 
Fletcher,  t.'.  W.  II.  I'Vedericks,  Charles  Florence,  A.  C. 
Goodell,    Rev.    h.    h.  Greene,  Hon.  W.  11.  Hodgkins, 
Frank  .\.   I  Fill,  Plsip,  Rev.  A.  II.  Derrick,  F.  S.  Hop- 
kins, v..  P.  Hale,  M.  R.  Haywood,  I'Aerett  Hart,  Charles 
F.  Hartshorne,  Dr.  Nfarcello  Hutchinson,  P.  .\.  John- 
sou,  R.  'P.  Jefts,  G.  R.  Jones,  J.  W.  Kimball,  Maj.  S.  C. 
Kingman,  Hon.  Henry  P.  hovering,  Rev.  J.  F.  Millerick, 
II.  D.  Murray,  J.  S.  Murray,  Henry  F.  Miller,  lulward 
Mansfield,  F.  H.  Moore,  G.  Merrill,  Andrew  .Mansfield, 
Col.   J.   1''.  Mansfield,  D.  Newhall,  Hon.  Jas.  Oliver, 
Hon.   W.   R.  Olin,  Stillman  J.   Putney,  W.  S.  Parker, 
I'rank    Parker,  li.  I).  Parker,  J.   R.   Prescott,  G.  II. 
Parker,  N.  V.   Putnam,  .\.   Pierce,  P.  S.  Roberts,  W. 
P.  Smitli,  W.  II.  S|)rague,  W.  R.  Stevens,  Rev.  Jciim 
A.  Staunton,   Dea.  A.  G.   .Sweetser,  .Secretary  Ih  A. 
Thomas,  Prof.  li.  F,  Tweed,  William  H.  'Pwombly,  A. 
'Phonipson,  S.  Thom]json,  A.  F.  Upton,  Otis  V.  Water- 
man, ]"",sq.,  Charles  K.  ^\'alton,  \\'.  II.  Wiglitman,  Hon. 
II.  G.  Waillin,  J.   F.  Wiggin,  Hon.  G.  A.  W.ilton,  Rev.  W.  II, 
Williams,  Horace  M.  Wiley,  J.  P.  W.ilmn,   Hon.  C.  D.  Wright, 
Rev.  R.  W.  Wallace  and  others. 

H.  M.  Warren  Post  No.  i2,  G.  A.  R.,  Commander  Stejjheii  W. 
Rufkin,  about  forty  members  of  the  post  mounted  ;  Walter  Hunt, 
Rngler.  Float  containing  cannon  on  e;ich  corner,  approjjriately 
decorated  with  ll.igs  and  bunting,  in  charge  of  ( ju.ulerm.ister  .\.  D. 
Merrilt. 


Judge 


GATEWAY  AT  EtITRANCE  OF  WAKEFIELD  PARK.  '    ■  . 

riusr  uivisKjN. 

Marshal,  W.  .\.  Cutter;  assistant,  F'red  B.  Cutler;  aids,  Fester 
Smith,  Fred  Ford,  Richard  J.  Daley,  F.  R.  Kalloch,  Fred  New- 
hall,  William  F.  Deadnian,  Charles  Dunn,  J.  Kallaher,  M.  J. 
Cnrley,  F^dward  li.  Riggs,  Hugh  Connell,  Gill)ert  Rerry,  Edward 
S.  Mansfield,  Fred  Fee,  A.  R.  Wiley,  H.  W.  Walton. 

Division  No.  26,  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  eighty-five  men; 
'I'homas  Rally,  marshal  ;  'P.  INR'Mahan,  assistant. 
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GEORGE  OLIVER  C'ARPKX  I  EK  was  born  at  63 
Charier  Street,  Copps  Hill,  IScjblun,  Dec.  26, 
1827,  the  elder  of  a  family  of  two  chilch'en,  tlie  otiier 
being  a  daughter.  Botli  parents  were  natives  of  Hoston, 
the  mother  being  of  the  old  Oliver  family.     His  father 


MAJ.  GEORGE  O.  CARPENTER. 

for  years  held  an  otiice  in  the  ]>oston  Custom  House, 
where  he  was  a  contemporary  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorn. 
The  daughter  is  the  widow  of  one  of  Mr.  Carpenter's  old 
l)artners,  Edward  V.  Woodward,  who  died  in  1884.  The 
S(;n,  Ceorge  ( ).,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended 
primary  school  on  Charter  Street,  and  in  1834  entered 
the  Eliot  School,  on  North  IJennet  Street,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1840.  Afterwards  he  entered  the  English 
High  School  and  reiuainecl  until  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  give  up  his  studies,  June  1,  1841.  Mr.  Carpenter 
commenced  his  business  careei'  June  5,  1841,  when  he 
entered  the  house  of  J.  N.  Barbour  iS:  itrother,  commis- 
sion merchants.  The  iirm  failed  and  later  he  engaged 
with  Pratt,  Rogers  &  Co.,  dealers  in  paints  and  oils,  on 
State  Street.  He  became  a  partner,  June  i,  1849,  under 
the  hrm  name  of  Hanker,  Crocker  Co.  This  firm 
was  succeeded  in  1851  by  lianker  i\:  Carpenter,  and  so 
continued  until  1S64,  when  it  became  Carpenter,  Wood- 
ward &  Morton,  until  1893,  when  it  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  Carpenter-Morton  Company,  of 
which  he  is  president.  Mr.  Carpenter  claims  his  connec- 
tion with  South  Reading  from  the  fact  that  a  great-aunt 
of  his  married  a  Baptist  minister,  Re\-.  William  Rent- 
ley  by  name,  and  settled  there.  .As  a  stronger  tie  still, 
a  friend  of  his,  a  daughter  of  Eilley  Eaton,  father  of 
Hon.  Lilley  Eaton,  was  also  named  Mary  Jientley  for 
her.  Miss  Eaton  married  .Abraham  Emerson  and  lived 
in  the  brick  dwelling  on  Main  Street  now  standing 
between  Lawrence  and  Salem  Streets.  Here  young 
Carpenter  visited  during  school  vacations,  between  the 
years  1835  38.     In  August,  1847,  he  went  to  reside  there 


permanentl)'  with  his  widowed  mother  and  sister  on  l'"lm 
.Street,  iem(i\ing  later  to  Cliesliuil  Stieel,  and  in  1849 
built  his  home  on  that  street.  A  year  afterw.irds  he 
married  the  youngest  claugiiter  of  1  Ion.  Thomas  I'.merson, 
Maria  losepliine,  whose  grandfalher  was  I'hom.is  I'.mer- 
son, who,  as  a  j'oiUh  of  eighteen,  went  Irom  South  Read- 
ing to  I,exington  and  joined  the'  patriots  in  the  memorable 
battle  there  .\pril  k;,  1775.  In  185.1,  .Mr.  IlKiiiias 
Emerson  retired  from  acti\'e  business  ami  became  a 
special  partner  in  the  house  of  liaidvcr  \'  (  arpenler, 
Boston.  In  .\Ia)'.  1854,  the  .South  Reading  II, ink  was 
incorporated  under  the  .State  laws  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  hanerson  w.is  made  president,  with  Lucius  R.eebe, 
Cyrus  Wakefield,  .Sanuiel  Ciardner,  luhvard  .Manslield,  and 
Ml",  (.'arpentci'  as  directois,  Hon.  Lille\'  l',at(jn,  ( asliiei". 
In  company  with  I!.  V.  Tweed,  I'.uil  Hart  Sweelser, 
Lucius  ]kebe,  and  others,  Mr.  Caipeiiter  assisted  in 
organizing  the  ISeebe  Town  I,ilirar\',  .M  r.  (."arpenter  at 
the  age  of  si.Kteen  \'ears  enlisted  .is  a  private  in  the 
Washington  J^halanx  of  the  Massachusetts  A'olunteer 
Militia.  In  1851,  the  Seventh  Regiment  Massachusetts 
A'olunteers  had  its  headcjuarters  at  Reading,  and  while 
adjutant,  he  organized  the  Richardson  Light  Cuard.  In 
1858,  he  was  made  bre\'et  brigade-major  (jf  the  secoutl 
brigade  on  the  staff  of  (ien.  Joseiih  Andrews.  In  1863, 
he  became  second  lieutenant  of  the  .\ncienl  antl  Honor- 
able .\itiller\'  Compaii}',  afterwards,  in  1868,  its  com- 
mander. In  1880,  he  was  made  commander  of  the  "Old 
(aiard  of  Massacluisetts."  He  is  \'ice-president  of  tlie 
National  Rank  of  South  Reading,  director  of  the  f.liot 
National  Bank  of  JSoston,  a  trustee  anil  vice-president 
of  Home  Savings  ISank,  and  i.s  a  ihii  t\  -third  tlegree 
mason,  a  mend)er  c;f  the  ( 'ommeri. iai,  .\lgon(|uiu,  E.\- 
change,  antl  ISoston 
.\rt  Clubs.  Mr.  ( 'ar-  '  .  . 
pentei  has  two 
sons,  ( 'ol.  ( leo.  (  ). 
('arpenter,  Jr.,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the 
St. Louis  department 
o  f  the  National 
Lead  Company,  in 
which  city  he  has 
resided  since  1870, 
a  n  d  I'  rederick  B. 
( 'arpenter,  who  was 
admitted  into  part- 
nership in  the  in- 
surance Inisiness 
with  his  father  in 
1885, under  the  firm 
name  of  Ceo.  ( ). 
( 'arpenter  X:  Son. 

l''rederick  Ranker 
Carpenter  was  born 


FREDERICK  B.  CARPENTER. 


He 


in  \\'akefield,  .\pril  21,  186. 
married  .Mice  lieebe,  daughter  of  the  kite  Luciii.s  Reebe, 
XyivW  7,  1887,  and  has  two  children,  Morris  Reebe  Car- 
penter, born  August  30.  188S,  and  .\htrjorie  Carpenter, 
born  .\pril  15,  1891.  He  joined  his  father  in  the  insui- 
ance  business  in  1885. 
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SK<;ONl>  DiVIShJN. 

Caiiibi  idge  Manual  Training  School  liand,  tliii  ly-eight  jMLCes. 

Marshal  Charle^  1'-.  Iliisscy  and  .slalf  ;  ('.  T.  (' .  Whitcond), 
assistant;  C.  S.  l!i;el)e,  gnidon  heart-r,  and  ihi;  following  aids  : 

Col.  J.  E.  Marshall,  I'".  K.  Wliitteniore,  John  Kcrnan,  Georgu 
Cowdrey,  l''red  l'arson>,  ]\al|)h  I'arkur,  Kihtrot  Diitton,  iMnust 
Cheney,  liradford  I'eirce,  J.  1- r.mk  White,  Aaron  Kinsley,  Carlton 
I'rescott,  l'"dgar  Hnnt,  I.eo  Ml  1  ,.iin,  and  (  h.irles  Heath. 


Reading  Fire  Department,  I''.  (J.  Nichols,  Lhief  ;  J.  V.  Nii  IkjIs, 
assistant.  Sunnier  llimkanil  l.atkler,  No.  I.  Steamer  Company, 
No.  J.  \V.  S.  I'.irLer  [lose  C(Miipany,  No.  ^.  Il.uicock  lluse 
('ompany,  No.  2.     l'"oiintain  Hose  Coni|)any,  No.  3. 

North  Reading  I'ire  Department,  Chief  luigineer  .Symond^. 

Wakefield  Home  Fire  Protective  Company,  or  ■'  The  Jnlmson 
I'nmp  Hiig.ide,"  represented  bv  si,\  wagons  containing  Johnson 
puni|)  workers,  with  ,ippro|>ri.ite  signs  and  mottoes. 


i'Otii;iii  iii\isi(iN. 
liaton,  marsh. il  ;    Ri(.li.ird  .S.  Stout,   assistant  ;  <  l>- 
Haley,  C 


I.  A,  O'LEAftY,  M.  D. 

Member  of  W.ikefield'b  tlener.ii  CinimiiUec  and  C'uiiiiiiiUce  nii  Pruccssioii  . 
( )iitdiior  M  iisiL,  .uid  jiieiiihei  iif  tlie  Chief  .M.irsh.il'.',  Staff. 


Wakefield  Higli  School  Cadet.^,  Capt.  NV.  R.  iMiierson. 
Reading  High  School  Cadets,  Capt.  flrown. 

Float  containing  young  ladies  of  the   Wakefield   High  Schoi 
dressed  in  white,  representing  the  thirteen  original  States  and  th 
present  number,  forty-four.    Miss  Grace  Carlton,  Goddess 
of  J^iberty,  and  four  representations  as  follows  :  Peace, 
Miss  Mitchell;  Plenty,  .Miss  Nellie  'I'eniple ;  h'.ducation, 
Miss  Grace  S.  White,  and  Justice,  Miss  Plack. 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Wentworth's  school  (advanceil  grammar) 
in  a  boat  barge,  the  girls  being  dressed  in  white  and  olive. 

Twenty-live  barges  of  two,  three,  and  four  horses  e.ich, 
containing  about  1,200  school  children. 

The  Hamilton  School,  Misses  Clara  lunerson  and  I!.  G 
Cooper,  teachers,  rode  in  a  large  Hoat  drawn  by  eight 
white  horses.  : 

1  isiiiN. 
Eighth  Regiment  Band,  Salem. 

Marshal  Levi  Flanders  and  stall  ;  W.  K.  Cade  and 
11.  W.  Dalrymple,  assistants;  Geo.  Moses,  guitlon  bearer  ; 
F.  F.  liunker,  A.  D.  Jenkins,  i:.  S.  Jacob,  .\.  D.  Gate, 
II.  E.  Whiton,  .Alex.  Flanders,  of  Watertown. 

Steamer  Lucius  Peebe,  No.  i,  and  hose  wagon. 

Washington  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  with  apparattis. 

Carter  Hose  Company,  with  hose  carriage. 

Volunteer  Mose  Company,  with  hose  carriage. 

Melrose  Drum,  Fife  and  liugle  Corps. 

Greenwood  Hose  Company. 

Wakefield  Veteran  Firemen's  (Association  and  the  old  ''  Vale  '' 
engine. 

Landau  containing  chief  engineers  Gowen,  of  Maltlen,  Reed,  of 
Newburviioi  t,  Sturlevant,  of  Stoneham,  and  Hilchings,  of  Saugus. 

Landau  contuining  chief  engineer  I'errin,  of  Woburn,  assistant 
II.  II.  Lanford,  of  Newburyport,  engineer  Sanuud  Lear,  ot  Mel- 
rose, and  Chief  .\.  W.  Lynde,  of  Melrose. 


lueretl  W, 

niond  Wright,  color  Ijearer;  aids,  (1.  I',  I  Liley,  C.  L.itimer,  Dr.  (  ). 
A.  I'.irker,  Dr.  Lilley  l^aton,  .\.  J.  Walton,  P.  J.  Kelley,  .\.  i;, 
liliss,  superintendent  of  the  Maiden  Electric  Light  t'onipany  ;  J. 
Wallace  Grace,  Charles  Ilansconi,  Davitl  Pryant,  Harry  W.  I  jisti-^, 
W.  H.  Cartland,  George  W.  Killorin,  A.  S.  ,\b(jrn,  Alliert  K.  Hop- 
kins, Herbert  M.  Hopkins,  Daniel  W.  limit. 
Pope's  Military  I'.aiid,  .Arthur  II.  I'oiJe,  leader. 

WakelieUl  Rattan  < 'ompany,  one  four-horse  team  and  two  one- 
horse  wagons.     Disjilay  of  rattan  gootls. 

Henry  Miller  &  Stjns  Piano  Company,  one  two-horse  team, 
float  and  canopy,  containing  an  artist  grand  piano,  anil  in  charge  of 
Supt.  Joseph  II.  (iibson.  Miss  Ilattie  llawes,  pianist.  Mioses  Grace 
Ilawes  and  Grace  Hudson. 

.Standard  Rattan  Company,  one  one-horse  wagon,  rattan  gooils. 

Smith  and  Anthony  Company,  two  two-horse  teams  with  display 
of  stoves  and  plumbing  supplies. 

Magee  Furnace  Company  (G.  H.  Taylor,  agent),  one  three-horse 
team  ;  furnaces. 

George  II.  I'aylor,  one  one-horse  wagon,  oil  stoves,  etc. 

Thomas  I{.  Dwyer,  one  one-horse  wagon,  plumber>'  outlit. 

.Samuel  F.  Littlefield,  one  one-horse  wagon,  stoves,  etc. 

Wakefield  Park  barge, four  horses, advertising  real  estate  in  the  Park. 

George  W.  Killorin,  one  four-horse  team  representing  contractor's 
outfit,  one  two-horse  wagon,  with  road  liuikling  utensils,  one  two- 
horse  wagon,  with  wood,  hay,  etc. 

C.  II.  Spencer,  one  two-horse  wagon  with  lumber;  one  one-horse 
wagon,  builders'  finishing. 

John  G.  Morrill,  two-horse  wagons,  ice. 

Wakefield  Ice  ('ompany,  one  four-horse  wagon,  one  two-horse 
wagon. 


(^UANNAPOWITT  CLUB,  '         "  . 

iM.iiii  Street,  W.ikclield. 

Cutler  Pros.,  one  four-horse  wagon,  grain  ;  one  four-horse  wagon, 
hay;  one  one-horse  wagon,  (Quaker  oats;  one  one-horse  wagon, 
colfees  ;  one  two-horse  wagon  representing  a  huge  loaf  of  bread 
ni.ule  from  Pelle  of  W.ikefield  ''  ll<.>iir;  one  one-horse  w.igon,  house 
p. lints  and  \  ai  ni>lu'S  ;  (Uic  one  hoi  sr  w.igon,  garden  and  f.ii  niing 
tools. 

Everett  W.  I'^alon,  two  two-horse  wagons,  groceries. 


'IWO  MirNDRKl)  AM)  I'l  1'  Tl  ICl'li  A  ,\  ,\  1  V  l-.RSA  R  Y 


ONE  wild  held  a  uni(|ue  position  ;U  the  celebration 
of  the  two  hiuuhed  and  liflielii  anniversary  of  tlie 
settlement  and  incorporation  of  Reading-  and  Wakefield, 
as  a  represenlatix'e  of  both  towns,  being  a  nienil)er  of  the 
committees  fi"om  each,  and  one  who  is  also  largely  identi- 
fied witli  that  which  has  been  the  chief  glory  of  nearly  all 
Massacluiselts  towns  ihronghoiit  a  long  and  honored  his- 
tory, the  acK'ancement  of  the  canse  of  educaticjn  and 
general  cultnre,  is  Charles  llusse)',  the  present  sui)er- 
intendent  of  schools. 

Charles  lulwin  llirsse)'  was  born  in  Rociiester,  II., 
Jnne  i6,  1S56.  lie  is  of  good  old  iMiglish  and  Scotch 
descent,  being  the  eighth  generation  from  Robert  Hnssey, 
who  came  from  Snrrey,  England,  and  landed  at  bos- 
ton in  June,  1632.  After  a  residence  in  lioston  and 
S  ilisbnr)',  Robert  llussey  settled  in  iCi^G  in  l)o\'er> 
N.  II.,  as  one  of  the  original 

proprietors    of    that  town.       j,   _ 

Charles  \i.  l  lussey  is  the  son 
of  Charles  William  llusse)-, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  I'.iini- 
ington,  N.  II.,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Col.  Jonathan  Hnssey, 
of  Rochester.  On  his 
mother's  side.  Mi.  Hnssey 
comes  of  noble  ancestr\'. 
She  was  Nancy  Rickforcl 
I  )avis,  a  descendant  of  Jidm 
Erskine,  Earl  of  Mar,  Scot- 
land, whom  political  reverses 
o\'ertook  in  1715,  a  grand- 
daughter of  John  Davis,  a 
cruiser  (ku'ing  tlie  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  of  Maj.  John 
Bickford,  oi-ie  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  Cocheco 
X'alley,  and  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  T.  Davis,  an  ofticer 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

Mr.  llussey's  boyhood  was 
passed  at  Farmington,  w  here 
he   attended    the    p  u  b  1  i  c 


position  in  Wakefield  .incl  Reading.  Since  residing  in 
Massachusetts,  M)-.  1 1 ussey  has  been  intimately  connected 
with  school  affairs  in  this  State,  ha\  ing  been  president 
of  the  Middlesex  Schoolmasters'  Club,  and  the  Middlesex 
( 'ounty  Teachers'  Association. 

Dec.  25,  1.SS4,  Mr.  llusse\'  married  Miss  ('.n  i  ie  I  Iclen 
Wallace,  a  daughter  of  l\.  {',.  Wallace,  of  Rochester, 
whose  name  is  widel)'  known  ihrougliout  the  eiuu-itr)- 
,is  the  fduiuler  oi  the  shoe  and  le.ither  manufact ui  ing  con- 
cern of  E.  C.  E.  Wallace.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Ilussev  have 
two  children,  Wallace  llussey,  born  ()Lt.  27,  1.SS5,  ,ind 
Helen  .Marion  llussey,  born  ( )ct.  6,  1.SS7. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  llussey  was  made  a 
mason  in  Fraternal  Eodge,  Farmington,  recei\'ed  the 
Royal  Arch  degrees  in  Temple  Chapter,  Rochester,  and 
had   conferred   on  him  the    Knights  Templars  degrees 

in  (iethsemane  Con-imander\-, 
Newton,  Mass.     He  atteiuls 
the  Congregational  church. 
;  '  .\part  from  his  iiartieular 

line  of  work,  .Mr.  Husse\' 
has  alwa)'s  been  an  iniluen- 
tial  citizen  in  the  communit\- 
where  he  has  resided.  His 
character  is  of  that  j)ositive 
■  and  forceful  nature  which  one 

would  expect  in  a  person  of 
his  ancestr)',  and  which  is 
calculated  to  lea\  e  its  impress 
on  tlujse  with  whom  he  comes 


schools  and  graduated  from 


CHARLES  E.  HUSSbY. 


the  high  school  in  1874.  He 

entered  liates  College,  Maine,  receiving  from  that  insti- 
tution the  degree  of  A.  I!,  in  1.S78,  and  .\.  M.  in  1S81. 
While  in  college  he  taught  school,  and  ha\ing  chosen 
teaching  as  a  profession,  immediately  entered  upon  that 
work  in  which  he  has  made  such  a  conspicuous  success. 
For  a  year  he  taught  the  high  school  at  Milton,  N.  H. 
In  1879,  he  resigned  to  take  the  principalship  of  the  high 
school  at  Rochester.  Here  he  remained  five  years,  and 
in  that  period  succeeded  in  advancing  the  school  from  a 
comparatively  low  standard  to  a  point  where  it  had  few- 
superiors  in  that  State.  Three  years  of  this  tinie  he  was 
a  member  of  the  school  conmiittee  at  ]''armington.  In 
1884,  he  was  chosen  master  of  the  Wade  School,  in 
Newton,  Afass.,  remaining  here  eight  years.  In  1892,  he 
accei)ted  the  jjosition  of  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Natick,    Mass.,   and   in    1893  was  elected   to  a  similar 


in  contact.  He  is  aggressi\  e, 
self-reliant,  and  persevering. 
He  has  niade  a  study  of  ad- 
vanced methods  of  educa- 
i  tional  work  and  has  put  them 

/  into  effecti\-e  o|K'ration.  As 

'■  is  somewhat  im|)lied  in  this, 

lie  is  a  deep  thinker,  and  in 
addition,  his  liberal  educa- 
tion, broad  cultiue,  and  public 
spirit  are  calculated  t')  ii-isure 
-  "  him  a  conniianding  posilicjn 
wherex'er  he  is  placed.  Such 
(|ua!ifications  are  likewise 
especialU'  adapted  to  make  him  a  success  in  his  j)rotession. 
He  is  a  skillful  organizer  and  executive,  and  the  schools 
under  his  super\  ision  are  kept  up  to  a  high  standaril  ol 
efficiency.  More  than  this,  he  has  that  peculiar  facult}-  of 
commanding  respect  and  almcjst  unconsciously  inlluencing 
his  pu]iils  which  marks  the  born  teacher;  and  underlying- 
all  his  successes  is  that  natural,  happy  gift,  which  can 
ne\er  be  accpiired,  of  securing  the  confidence  of  pupils, 
awakening  their  interests,  and  leading  them  on  to  thought 
and  investigation  for  themselves.  The  many  pupils  who, 
during  the  past  eighteen  years,  have  been  under  his  in- 
struction and  super\-ision,  will  bear  witness  with  the 
author  of  this  sketch  to  .Mr.  llussey's  earnestness,  en- 
thusiasm, and  al/ilit)-  as  an  instructor,  to  his  genial  and 
loyal  c|ua]ities  as  a  friend,  and  to  his  estimable  and 
sterling  characteristics  as  a  man. 
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M.  A.  C'litjsley,  one  oiie-liorse  wagon,  gioceric.^. 
(leorge  I.  Oliver,  one  onc-horsu  wagon,  groceries. 
C.  11.  Nickerson,  one  one-lioise  wagon,   [ii ovisic ms  ;  one  meat 
wagon. 

J.  R.  Keid,  one  meat  wagon. 

J.  \V.  I'oland  &  (Jo.,  one  two-horse  wagon,  carpetings  ami  dry 
goods, 

J'^verett  (i.  Dalaiul,  one  two-horse  wagon   witli  yonng  ladies  in 
costume  and  spinning  wheel  and 
sewing    machine,  representing 
1644  and  1S94. 

C.  Latimer,  one  two  horse  e.v- 
press  wagon. 

Harvey  IJ.  ICvans  (L.  1!.  livans' 
Son,  shoe  mannfactnrer),  one 
one-horse  wag<jn. 

C.  A.  Gardner,  florist,  one 
one-horse  wagon  with  lloral  de- 
signs, 1644  and  1894. 

{■'ranklin    Nickerson,  hsh 
dealer,  one  one-horse  wagon. 

F.  P.  Ross,  lish  dealer,  one 
one-horse  wagon. 

v..  S.  Hayes  &  .Son,  bakers, 
one  one-horse  wagon. 

C.  I).  Cecca,  friut  dealer,  one 
one-horse  wagon. 

J.  M.  I'erley  cS:  Co.,  Wake- 
field Coal  Company,  one  two- 
horse  wagon,  coal. 

C.  ]'.  Haley,  coal  dealer,  one 
one-horse  wagon. 

S.    M.    Sealiury,  p.unter,  one 
<jne-horse  wagon. 

F.  M.  Pendleton,  liuikler,  one 
one-horse  wagon. 

Standard  Oil  Company,  one  four-horse  wagon. 

K.  I'hilpot,  cesspool  excavating  apparatus,  one  nine-horse  team  ; 
two  four-horse  teams. 

N.  Ross,  cesspool  excavating  apparatus,  one  two-horse  wagon. 

1).  T.  liahbitt,  soap  dealer,  one  two-horse  wagon. 

Cox      Derljy,  twrj  one-horse  wagons. 

II.  W .  I'lummer,  extracts,  one  one-horse  wagon. 

"  M.  C.  A."  cigar  manufacturers,  one  one-horse  wagon. 

Ambulance. 

Diligent  and  earnest  efforts  had  Ijeen  put  forth  by  the 
committees  to  make  the  parade  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive and  enjo)'al)le  features  of  the  celebration,  and  the 
highly  raised  expectations  of  the  people  were  more  than 
realized. 

Nature  appeared  at  her  loveliest,  with  her  face  newly 
washed  after  the  refreshing  showers  of  pre\ious  da)'s, 
while  the  beauty  and  glory  of  a  cloudless  sky  contributed 
in  a  marvelous  way  to  the  brilliancy  and  success  of  the 
demonstration.  I'arks  and  lawns,  fields  and  trees,  along 
the  route  of  the  procession  were  robed  in  the  freshness 
of  living  green,  and  adorned  with  many  an  opening 
flower,  forming  a  delicate  and  charming  contrast  with 
the  more  gaudy  embellishments  of  man's  device. 

The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  other  celeb- 
rities were  heartily  cheered  by  the  throngs  that  lined  the 
streets,  while  especially  attractive  personages,  companies, 
and  objects  in  the  procession  received  also  demonstra- 
tive expressions  of  the  people's  admiration. 

The  happy  faces  of  over  one  tiiousand  of  the  children 
in  the  public  school.s  of  Wakeliekl,  attended  by  their 
instructors,  occupying  thirty  barges,  was  a  \ery  pleasing 


fealin-e  of  the  disphiy.  The  kindly  tln/ughtl  iihu  s^^  ol 
residents  at  nian\'  points  alimg  the  line  of  111. nxh  pro- 
viiletl  barrels  of  ice  water  and  tubs  of  lemonade  for  the 
thirstv  participants  in  liie  parade.  Mu-v  tlie  grand 
review  and  the  dispersion  of  the  various  divisions  u\  liic 
procession,  ihe  gubernatorial  party  and  niililary  stall 
with  a  few  other  quests   were  enterl. lined  b\  Mr.  bred- 


FLOAT  OF  //AKEFIELD  HIGH  SCHOOL 
in  Mond.iy's  I'rttccsbitiii. 

erick  B.  Carpenter,  at  his  handsome  I^akeside  residence, 
at  ati  elegant  lunch,  and  the  occasion  graced  by  the 
presence  of  fair  ladies. 

The  main  body  of  municipal  guests  were  escorted  to 
the  rooms  in  Wakefield's  lilock,  and  there  jxirtook  of  an 
excellent  dinner  served  by  the  veteran  caterer,  j.  .\. 
Dill,  of  Afelro,se,  and  received  the  personal  .ittentions 
of  the  Kntertainment  Committee,  assisted  by  the  l-'xec- 
utive  Connniltee.  The  guests  were  emphatic  and  oiit^ 
spoken  in  their  expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  cortlial 
welcome  and  ample  hospitality  which  they  recei\ed  at 
the  hands  of  tlie  chosen  representatives  of  the  town. 

The  militia,  musicians,  police,  and  carriage-dri\ers 
were  provitled  with  a  similar  collation  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  special  committee.  The  visiting  firemen  and 
members  of  the  Veteran  Firemen's  Association  were 
most  hosjMlably  enteitained  by  the  fire  Department  of 
Wakefield  at  the  central  headcpiarters  of  the  Department. 

Many  citizens  kept  open  house  throughout  the  day, 
dispensing  a  gracious  and  liberal  hospitality,  while  at 
the  numerous  cafes  and  refreshment  booths  all  could 
obtain  an  ample  supply  of  good  food  and  innocent 
beverages. 

During  intervals  between  the  principal  events  of  the 
celebration  many  persons  visited  historic  spots  and 
localities,  and  all  day  long  the  central  park  was  thickly 
dotted  over  with  little  groups  of  xisitors. 

At  half  past  one  o'clock  the  Salem  Cadet  Hand  dis- 
coursed from  llie  I'agoila  stand  on  tlu'  park  sweet  and 
martial  str.iins  for  three  (.piarters  ot  an  hour. 


So  '  'l'^^'<>  lIlINDIvl'.l)  AND  I'l  I'TI    ri  I  VIvKSAUV 


SI  I. AS  \\  A1-1)(J  I',  the  subject  of  this  sketcli,  is 

a  native  i;(jstoiiian.  h.uiiit;-  been  born  in  that  city 
Sept.  4,  i^-\3.  Iii-S  parents  bein^j  Solomon  I'hipps  Mint 
and  IJetsc)'  (Damon)  I'Hnt,  who  ilescendecl  fi'om  an 
lui^'lisii  ancestry  in  this  country  wliich  antedates  the 
Revolution.  11  is  lineage  is  easily  tr.iced  to  colonial  tlays, 
his  grandfather  having  served  in  the  colonial  army  tluring 
the  struggle  for  independence. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  P.oslon,  grail- 
uating  from  which,  he  started  out  into  the  world  to  battle 
for  himself,  ami  soon  develoiied  the  business  principles 
and  progressi\e  ideas  which  ha\  e  served  him  in  such  good 
slead  in  the  many  important  ptjsilions  he  has  l)een  called 
upon  to  occupy  and  which  have  made  his  various  under- 
takings so  successful.  In  the  year  1857,  al  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  went  as  an  apprentice  to  ()li\x'r  Wliyte,  wire 
worker,  C'ornhill,  lioston,  and 
has  continued  in  the  same 
business  f  o  r  thirty-seven 
years.  In  1857,  Mr.  Idinl 
removed  with  his  parents  to 
Wakelield,  where  lie  resided 
on  Oak  Street,  Oreenwood, 
then  known  as  "  the  Lane." 

Me  married,  i  n  1864, 
Mary  A.  Lord  of  this  town, 
shortly  after  which  event  he 
moved  to  his  present  resi- 
dence on  Alain  Street,  'i'wo 
children  have  been  born  to 
them,  a  daughter  and  a  son, 
isal)el  ().  and  Albert  W., 
both  of  whom  are  graduates 
of  the  Wakehekl  H  igh  School. 
The  son,  like  his  father, 
early  manifested  interest  in 
town  affairs,  and  for  the  past 
two  years  (  1893-4)  has  been 
elected  to  the  board  of 
auditors,  a  position  which 
he  tills  most  acceptaijly. 

Although    Mr.    Flint  has 
always    been    a    ver)-  busy  SILAS  vV 

man,  he,   nevertheless,  has 

found  time  to  attend  to  the  many  duties  ilevoU  ing  upon 
a  good  citizen,  and  everything  looking  to  the  welfare  of 
the  town  has  always  received  his  hearty  support  and  co- 
operation. 

His  interest  in  such  matters  has  not  passed  unnoticed 
by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  he  has  from  the  lirst  been 
among  those  selected  to  carry  out  the  more  progressive 
ideas  (jf  later  days  in  regard  to  improvements  likely  to  be 
a  permanent  benefit  to  the  town  or  village  where  he 
resides.  This  has  called  him  to  many  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  and  so  faithfully  and  uprightly  has  he 
filled  them  all,  that  he  has  several  times  been  elected  to 
the  same  oHice  in  succession.  This  was  the  case  when 
he  was  a  member  ol  the  board  ol  ov'crseers  of  the  poor. 
He  was  first  elected  to  that  body  in  1886,  and  was 
reelected  for  the  three  successive  terms,  the    last  three 


)'e.us  of  which  he  served  as  its  ch.iirman.  In  1890,  he 
w.is  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Wakefield,  ,\nd  w.is 
twice  thereafter  reelected,  each  term  lilling  the  resj^onsi- 
ble  iJositicjii  with  eminent  salisf,icti<jn  to  his  constituents, 
and  the  l)esl  interests  of  the  town. 

I 'poll  the  purchase  of  the  ('iti/eiis'  (las  Light  Com- 
j)an)'s  plant  1)\-  the  t(jwii  and  the  f(jrmatioii  of  a  munic- 
iljal  light  pl.int,  lU'cessitatiiig  the  election  of  a  go\'erning 
board,  i\L".  f  lint  w.is  .U  once  mentioned  .is  being  one  of 
the  right  men  for  .1  position  in  that  bod)-,  .ind  on  Sept. 
6,  i8()4.  was  elected  to  serve  lor  three  v'e.irs  on  the  board 
and  was  chosen  its  chairman.  Were  an)- f urlher  eviileiice 
reipiired  that  ^fr.  flint  lias  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-townsmen,  it  is  furnished  by  his  election  to  the 
St, lie  legislature,  which  occurred  in  1894,  when  lie  was 
chosen  a    representative  in    that   body  and  served  with 

commendable  ability. 

He  was  placed  (jii  sever. d 
important  committees,  and 
his  long  experience  in  mu- 
nicipal affairs  made  Jiini  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  the 
hivv-makers  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  flint's  connection 
with  societies,  companies, 
cori^orations,  etc.,  is  .ilso 
ver)-  extensive  and  may  be 
brielly  mentioned  as  follows  : 
1  ie  is  secretarv  of  the  lioston 
Land  Improvement  Company 
,\nd  a  member  of  the  .Nfaster 
lluilclers"  Association  of  that 
cil)'.  His  connection  with 
social  and  fraternal  oigani/,i- 
lions  includes  membership 
in  nearly  every  j)rominenl 
oilier  and  society.  lie  is  .1 
Scottish  Rile  and  (  'ommand- 
ery  ALison,  a  member  of  the 
(  )dd  Fellows  and  Knights 
of  Honor,  Wakefield  Hoard 
FLIN  I ,  of  Trade,  X'eleran  Fiiemeii, 

<  Juannapowill  Club,  hi)norarv' 
member  ol  the  Richartlson  I^ight  Cuard.  M.  V.  M.,  con- 
Irilniting  member  of  Post  12,  (L  A.  R.,  member  of  the 
( 'ongregational  Society  of  Ciieenwood,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  its  treasurer,  president  of  the  (ireenvvood  im- 
l)rovement  .Societ)-,  was  one  of  a  committee  of  live  in 
charge  of  building  Creenwootl  chapel,  and  in  1894  was 
chosen  on  the  committee  which  had  entire  charge  of  the 
armory.  In  all  the  work  involved  in  connection  with  the 
organizations  enumerated,  Mr.  i'linl  is  an  active  partici- 
pant and  greatly  interested.  .Mr.  Flint  look  a  generous 
interest  in  the  (|uarter-niilleniiial  celebration,  serving  with 
lidelil)-  and  zeal  as  a  member  of  Wakefield's  E.xecutive 
Committee,  as  ,i  niembc'r  of  the  Ceneral  Committee,  and 
on  the  sub-commit  tecs  on  grand  stand,  and  locating  historic 
spots.  lie  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  li.is  served  with 
abilil)-  on  the  republican  and  citizens'  town  committees. 
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At  two  o'clock,  on  the  park  near  Lake  (^uannapow  ill, 
were  begun  tlie  interesting  and  exciting  sports,  and 
which  were  successfully  carried  out  with  results  as 
follows  ;  —  ..M  .    ;  -.1  . 

One-inile  race,  open  to  all  comers,  12  eiilries;  Inst  prize  won  by 
W.  Manning  of  ISoston  ;  time,  5  mlnules,  31  j-5  seconils  ;  second 
prize  won  by  D.  (iarraty  of  I^eading. 

One  lumdred  yards  clasli,  open  lo  allcomers,  11  entries;  fust  prize, 
won  by  F.  Ilonoiiue  of  lliif;hton;  second,  ^\^  Mills  of  Watertown. 

Running  bop,  ste|i,  and  jump,  1  i  entries;  fust  pii/e  won  by  J.  \'.. 
Connors  of  Medford,  1  ";  feel,  i)  incbes;  ^ui  ond  prize,  Mai  tin  l''l.iii- 
iiigan,  Maiden. 

boys'  bicycle  race,  ^  entries  ;  first  pri/.e,  Louis  (Ireen  ;  secoiul  pi  ize, 
1'.  Cronin.  i    .  ■ ,.  " :   ,         ■  • 

Men's  bicycle  race,  10 
entries;  Joseph  A.  Surrett, 
l\eadiiig,  llrst  prize ;  1  lenry 

Keindel,  second.  Mr.  l''ein-  ■  .    '  ■  '  ' 

del  rode  a  Keating  wheel. 

Tng-of-war  contest  be- 
tween the  WaUefieUl  and 
the  Veterans'  team,  'i'he 
Veterans  won  the  prize, 
5^0  in  cash. 

'I'hree-iuile  run,  S  en- 
tries; \V.  .Sweetsei",  Head- 
ing, first  prize  ;  D.  ( iarraty, 
Reading,  second. 

Pole  vault,  5  entries  ; 
Fred  I'arsons,  first  prize; 
W.  T.  Ciirley,  second 
pi  ize. 

I'.vent  No.  g,  the  men's 
one  hundred  yartls  dash 
was  not  run. 

Three  standing  jumps,  7 
entries;  Rf.  E.  Sliney,  first 
prize,  39  feet,  7  1-2  inches  ; 
J,  O'Keefe,  secoiul  ])rize, 
29  feet,  9  3-4  inches. 

(  )ne  hundred  yards  dash 
for  boys,  7  entries;  Harry 
Pratt,  North  Reading,  first 
prize,  .'?2  ;  Daniel  Des- 
mond, second  prize,  $1. 

boys'  iloiighnut  race  ; 
William  McIIugh,  first 
prize,  .'si. 

Running  high  jump,  5 
entries;  J.  O'Keefe,  lirst ; 
M.  F.  .Sliney,  second. 

I  )()ry  race  ;  Mitchell 
brothers,  first  prize  ;  Mol- 
aiison  and  White,  second 
prize. 

The  above  events,  e.xcept  the  first  three,  were  open  to  residents  of 
tile  three  towns,  fhe  prizes  were  sihercups  or  other  silver  articles, 
e.\cept  the  few  cash  prizes  mentioned  above. 

The  important  historical,  literary,  and  memorial  exer- 
cises of  the  day  had  been  appointed  at  quarter  past  two 
o'clock.  At  that  hour  the  town  hall  was  tilled  by  a 
waiting  and  thoughtful  audience.  Admission  had  been 
arranged  by  ticket,  given  to  such  as  should  seasonabl}- 
apply  to  the  committee  in  charge,  after  sending  reason- 
able quotas  of  tickets  to  Reading  and  North  Reading. 
In  this  way  the  discomforts  of  a  too  crowded  condition 
of  the  hall  were  avoided.  The  spacious  apartment  pre- 
sented an  appearance  to  be  remembered  with  its  w;dls 
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aiul  c(.Mliiigs  ilraped  and  festooned  with  Hags,  ensigns 
and  streamers  gay,  waving  idiove  an  audience  such  as 
li.iil  rareK  assenil iled  within  its  dedicated  walls.  (Con- 
spicuous :U  the  wcsleiiy  end  ol  the  stage  was  lilted 
high  ;i  l);inner  inscribed,  "Sons  and  l)aughteis.  Wel- 
come Home."  ITie  platform  had  been  extended  for- 
ward in  order  to  gi\e  room  in  the  rear  for  seals,  rising 
tier  al)o\'e  tier,  to  accomnunlate  the  large  chorus  of 
singers,  m;itle  up  fi'om  the  jnipils  of  the  W'akelield  .ind 
Reading  lligh  Schools,  imder  ihe  accomplished  tlirixtion 
ol  I'rof.  (ieorge  1''.  Wilson,  musical  instructor  in  the 
pultlic  schools  ol  tlie  town  of  W'akelield. 

Shortly   after  half- 
'  .  .  -       past   t\\(i   o'clock  the 

speakers  entered  the 
hall  ,ind  look  their 
seats  upon  ihe  ]il,il- 
lorm.  The  e.xercises 
of  the  afternoon  were 
jiresided  o\  er  in  behalf 
of  tile  committee  of 
arrangements  b}'  Sam- 
uel K.  Mamillon,  l'.s(|., 
with  lilting  grace  .iiul 
il  i  g  n  i  t  \' ,  and  w  ere 
(opened  with  .1  stirring 
overture  fro  in  llu' 
Salem  Cadet  (  )rehes- 
Ira  from  their  position 
in  tile  e.islerh'  bal- 
con\\  following  whiih 
a  fer\eiU  |.)ra}'er  was 
offered  by  Re\-.  Noah 
R.  Iweits,  p;rslor  of 
the  first  l!;iptist 
( 'luu'c  h  in  W'akelield. 

ln\-ocation  b\'  l\e\-. 
Noah  R.  I'.N'erls. 

^      ?  Almighty      .nid  e\d 

blessed  ( iod  '  I  n  llic  midsi 
of  our  festi\ilies  we  wiiiild 
not  forget  thee.  Thou  ,11 1 
the  giver  of  "ever)  goml 
and  every  pertecl  gilt."' 
We  thank  thee  to-d.iy  for 
our  land  —  ihe  l.ind  we 
love  —  aiul  that  in  ihy 
pio\'ideiue  th(ju  tliilst 
direct  our  fathers  hither.  We  th.uik  thee  for  the  diversity  of  its 
scenery,  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  its  boundless  resources  aiul  varied 
climate,  adapletl  so  uoiiderfully  to  the  needs  of  men.  We  thank  thee 
for  our  nation  and  its  ra]iid  growth  aiul  development  tliiougli  the  ceii- 
lui  ies.  We  thank  thee  for  the  men  who  frametl  our  go\  ernnient  .ind 
the  wisdom  thou  didst  give  them,  enabling  them  to  found  the  beneficent 
institutions  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  such  great  prosperity.  NVe 
thank  thee  for  otir  commonwealth  and  for  the  goilly  men  who  settled 
upon  its  shores;  for  the  proiuiiieiit  and  inllueiitial  p(jsition  which  it 
has  occupied  through  our  national  life  and  the  inliuence  for  good 
which  il  exerts  to-day.  We  thank  thee  for  our  town,  the  industry, 
thrift,  and  intelligence  of  its  inhabitants,  and  for  its  long  history, 
unstained  by  recorded  crime  ;  for  the  godly  men  and  women  who. 
coining  here,  planted  the  church  in  the  wilderness  two  hundred  .iiid 
fifty  years  ago.     We  thank  thee  for  (;ur  (  lunches  ami  for  the  gospel 
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SAMUE1>  KING  HAMILTON  was  born  July  27,  1S37, 
in  W'aterhoro',  York  Count)',  Me.,  bein^^  the  younj;- 
est  son  of  l!enj:unin  R.  and  Sarali  (C'arll)  Hamilton.  He 
is  descended  from  a  sturdy,  strong-headed  Scottisii  ances- 
try, and  well  illustrates  the  sterling  qualities  of  liis  lineage. 
Casting  his  lot  with  Wakeheld  twenty  years  ago,  in  the 
prime  of  his  young  manhood,  he  has  there  been  higlily 
prized  as  a  pul)lic-spirited  citizen,  a  wise  counsellor,  and  a 
constant  friend  of  education.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
was  spent  on  the  home  farm  and  in  attending  the  district 
school,  at  which  he  obtained  such  rudimentary  education 
as  the  time  and  place  afforded,  which  was  supplemented 
by  a  single  term  at  Limerick  Academy,  by  six  months 
of  private  instruction  from  Hon.  M.  1).  L.  Lane  at  IloUis, 
and  a  year  at  the  Saco  High  School.  He  entered  Chandler 
Scientific  School,  a  department  of  1  )artmouth  College,  in 
1856,   and    graduated  with 

honor  in  the  class  of  1859.  ■  ■ 
He  spent  the  next  three  years 
in  the  law  office  of  the  Hon. 
Ira  T.  Drew,  a  leading  law- 
yer of  York  County,  at  Alfred,  • 
Me.,  and  in  teaching  in  W.d-ce- 
field  (then  South  Reading), 
Mass.,  and  in  Alfred,  as 
princijjal  of  the  academy  in 
that  place,  and  was  chosen 
on  the  superintending 
school  committee  of  h  i  s 
native  town.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  \'ork 
County  in  1S62,  and  was 
immediately  received  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Diew, 
under  the  lirm  name  of  Drew 
&  Llamilton.  This  copart- 
nership continued  until 
1867,  ami  afforded  M  r. 
Hamilton  a  wide  e\|3erience 
in  both  civil  and  criminal 
practice.  In  1867,  he  re- 
moved to  IJiddeford,  Me., 
and  there  continued  in  the 
practice  of    his  jirofessicin 

until  1872.  While  iheie  he  served  two  )'eais  on  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  in  1871  was  elected  to  re])resent 
that  city  in  the  legislature  of  Maine,  where  he  established 
a  reputation  as  a  ready  and  able  debater  and  a  sound 
legislator,  and  ser\ed  on  the  im])ortant  committees  of  the 
judiciary  and  federal  relations.  In  December,  1872,  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Chester  W.  Eaton,  Kscp,  of 
Wakefield,  and  witii  hmi  established  law  offices  in  that 
town  and  in  ISoston,  and  at  once  removed  his  residence 
to  Wakefield.  This  business  connection  continued  to 
1878,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hamilton  retaining  the 
]5oston  office  and  Mr.  Laton  the  home  office  in  Wakefield. 
Since  his  residence  in  Wakefield,  Mr.  Hamilton  has  been 
engaged  in  nearly  every  important  case  in  the  town,  and 
has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  public  afi'airs,  especially  those 
of  an  educational  nature.    As  secretary  and  chairman  of 
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the  sciiool  committee  for  nine  )'ears,  he  rendered  effective 
serx'ice  in  reorganizing  the  school  s)'stem,  and  in  1883, 
when  the  town  was  about  erecting  a  new  and  comuKjclioiis 
schoolhouse,  the  town  in  open  town  meeting  \'oted  unani- 
mously that  it  be  named  the  "llamilton  .School  HuiUling," 
in  recognition  of  his  services.  This  fine  edifice  is  kjcated 
on  the  southerly  side  of  .Albion  Street,  near  the  passenger 
station  of  the  IJoston  &  Maine  Railroad.  Mr.  Hamilton 
has  also  served  for  four  yeai's  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  many  years  as  chairman  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Iteebe  'i'own  Library.  As  a  moderator  of  large  and 
turbulent  tow  n  meetings  where  exciting  cpiestions  were  in 
discussion,  he  has,  by  his  courtesy,  tirmness,  and  parlia- 
mentary knowledge,  won  high  distinction.  In  1880,  Mr. 
Hamilton  was  a  delegate  to  the  con\entif)n  which  nomi- 
nated Cicneral  Hancock  for  president,  and  took  a  conspic- 
uous part  in  harmonizing  tiie 
.  ■        contesting  delegations  from 

,        •  '         Massachusetts.     In  1883,  he 

was  a  candidate  for  district 
attorney    in  Middlesex 
County,  and  made  a  hancl- 
..^  some  canx'ass,  but  was  de- 

feated, the  district  being 
very  largely  republican.  In 
1892,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  presidential  elector  from 
the  Seventii  Congressional 
District.  He  has  been  fre- 
Cjuently  solicited  to  become 
a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  has  uniformly  declined. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hamilton 
has  alwa)'s  been  a  democrat 
of  the  broad  antl  pr(.igressi\'e 
t)'|)e,  and  has  alwa}'s  main- 
tained the  respect  of  his 
opponents.  He  is  a  wor- 
shipper at  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  (jf  which  he 
has  been  for  many  )ears  a 
member,  and  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  sub-committee  of 
li\e  who  had  charge  of  the 
erection  of  the  liands(;me  stcjiie  edifice  now  owned  and 
occu])ied  by  the  Congregational  parish.  In  Ma\',  1893, 
he  became  the  president  of  the  Wakefield  Water  Co.,  a 
position  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  a  director  in  the 
Eastern  Development  Co.,  and  president  of  the  Terminal 
City  Co.,  both  doing  business  in  Nova  Scotia.  He  is  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Pine  'i'ree  State  Club,  ISoston,  and  since 
its  organization  has  been  its  treasurer.  I  le  presided  at  the 
literary  and  historical  exercises  on  the  occasion  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
the  town  of  Reading.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  a  broad  and 
liberal  mind  antl  is  an  acute  and  logical  reasoner,  and  his 
arguments  before  the  coiu't  and  jury  are  specimens  of  sound 
logic  expressed  in  terse,  forcible  Anglo-Saxon  language. 
He  was  married  Feb.  13,  1867,  at  Newfield,  Me.,  to  Annie 
E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  I!,  and  Harriet  N.  (Dam)  Davis. 


1 1 


;       '      \,  , 

I    1,.    ll.n,.;  "rl  .,11       .  ,;, 

1  i       i.-ii..  f  ,  I     '  »/. 

.   •  i  .'0  fwf,        I  i  .•■'I.  ',  :>      '!  ■((■ 

.  '  '    )  fl.lf)  I   li..  ji 


■    'D  •:<■!.)  /    >;;)  r; 
1  I  I 

k 

.1  •;.nil..  -j'   1  ,       '  I 
;  l|  /.  )>    ,  .i") .  Ii , !  ' 
•./■■!,  ','/  W  J  'J 

fifiKorlo  (-(.//  O'l 

-b/.  J  ,i!v.<w.' 

!;r,v.'  lit!. 


,  '■.  I    ,,■.11  .!;.''' 


Ol'  'I'll  I',  AX'C'I  I'A'  I'   TOW  N  ()|-  kl'lDDINC;. 


preached  in  their  pulpits  from  geiunatioii  to  generation,  and  lor  tlie 
noijle  men  and  women  in  them  to-day  who  are  laljoring  for  (lod  and 
himianity.  We  thanlc  tliee  for  our  schools  and  their  efficiency,  and 
for  all  tiie  institutions  in  our  nudst  seeking  the  welfare  of  our  race. 
For  all  these  blessings  we  are  indebted  to  thee,  (  )  God,  and  wouUl 
approach  thee  with  profound  reverence  and  devout  thanksgiving. 
''  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  luit  unto  thy  name  give  glory," 
"  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it." 

And  now  we  humbly  crave  thy  blessing  to  rest  upon  us  in  the 
future  as  it  has  in  all  the  past.  Grant  that  the  prosperity  which  we 
have  enjoyed  may  be  continued,  and  that  we  forget  not  all  thy 
mercies.  Bless  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  adviseis, 
that  they  may  see,  eye  to  eye, 
and  conduct  the  allairs  of 
the  nation  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  people  therein,  bless 
the  governor  of  this  com- 
monwealth and  his  council  in 
the  adniijiistration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State.  l!less 
the  ofticials  of  this  town 
the  people  have  chosen  to 
execute  their  will,  and  may 
they  be  faithful  to  the  trust 
iniposeil  upon  them.  Anil  as 
thy  rich  blessings  have  restetl 
upon  us  as  a  town  in  all  our 
past  history,  grant,  we  be- 
seech thee,  their  continuance 
in  all  the  coming  years,  and 
may  the  prosperity  of  the 
fathers  ilesceiul  upon  their 
children.  May  the  e.>;ercises 
upon  which  we  now  enter 
meet  with  thy  ajsprfnal, 
awakening  memories  of  thy 
great  goodness  and  inspiring 
us  to  nobler  lives  in  the 
futiue.  All  of  which  we  ask 
in  the  name  ol  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Lord.  .\men. 


.ind  lishing,  the  ferlilily  of  ihe  soil,  ,ind  ihe  bcanly  nf  the  l.ni(Uc.ipe 
settled  within  a  ladiiis  of  half  a  mile  of  whi.Tc  we  now  >tahd. 

In  I0.)  |,aii  ,ict  was  passed  iiu.orijorating  the  town  of  Keatling, 
which  inchuled  the  territory  of  the  [jresc-nt  towns  of  Wakclield  and 
Reading. 

In  1666,  the  territory  now  comprised  in  the  present  tuwn  u!  .Xm  ih 
Reading  was  laid  out  and  conlirmetl  as  part  nf  the-  town. 

Thus  the  municipality  remained  territori.illy  till  i.Sij,  when  the 
town  was  divided,  anil  the  older  portion,  the  ])iesent  town  of  W'ake- 
lield,  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  .South  Reading. 

In  the  present  town  of  Xorlh   Reading  wa->  set  oil  fmni 

Reading,  and  in  iSdS,  in  honor  of  the  foremost  citizen  of  (he  town. 


Following  the  prayer 
was  singing,  "To  Thee, 
0  Countrx,"  rendered 

with  charming  effect  by  the  school  ciiortis.  The  cliair- 
man  of  the  afternoon  tiien  delivered  a  felicitous  antl 
eloquent  introductory  address. 

Address  by  Samuel  K.  Hamilton,  l^sq. 

L(ulies  ail, I  GiiitLinen  :  I  have  been  charged  by  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  my  own  being  the  oidy  dissenting  voice,  with  the 
duty  of  presiding  on  this  occasion.  Though  not  merited,  I  accept 
the  compliment  with  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation  and  of  the  dignity 
which  it  confers  upon  me.  The  day,  the  occasion,  and  this  magnifi- 
cent audience  inspire  to  lofty  thoughts,  but  they  are  humbled  in  face 
of  the  centuries  of  our  municipal  life,  and  in  the  presence  of  llim 
whose  guidance  we  have  just  evoked,  and  in  the  hollow  of  whose 
hand  the  universe  is  held. 

Near  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  at  the  e.xpiration  of 
two  hundred  and  lifty  years  of  oiu  incorporated  e.xistence,  we  stand 
upon  a  pinnacle  of  civilization  whose  base  is  the  teachings  of  the 
Carpenter's  Son.  From  the  manger  have  arisen  all  that  we  have  and 
all  that  we  are. 

In  the  process  of  evolution  our  own  coinitry  has  been  discovered, 
and  our  beloved  commonwealth  has  sprung  into  existence.  Ancient 
''  Redding,"  whose  birth  we  now  celebrate,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
mimicipal  units  within  her  borders. 

In  1639,  a  few  enterprising  men  from  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
city  of  Lynn,  attracted  unquestionably  by  the  facilities  for  gimning 


INTERIOR  Or  TOWM  HALL,  V.'AKEFIELD. 

whose  jjortr.ut  forms  a  litling  i:onipanion  piece  lu  that  of  the  Father 
of  our  Connlrv,  the  n.ime  of  .South  Rculing  was  t  hanged  lo  Wake- 
11  eh  I. 

We,  the  citi/.ens  of  the  present  towns  of  Reading,  North  Re. til- 
ing, and  Wakeheld,  and  those  wdio  are  related  to  us  by  lies  of  lOn- 
sanguinily  or  marriage,  ha\ e  to  day  come  back  to  the  very  spot  of 
OIU'  birth  to  commemorate  that  event. 

As  we  turn  our  minds  baikwaiils  we  See  the  a|)proaLh  of  the 
\\'hite  ,M.ni,  with  his  .\nglo-Saxon  aggressiveness,  .uid  we  see  the 
Red  M.ui  turn  l(j  l,d<e  .1  last  lingering  look  u|)on  hi->  dil.ipid.ileil 
wigwam  ere  he  begins  his  eternal  journey  to  the  Wevl. 

To-day  we  see  these  towns  in  all  their  beauty  and  charm  risen  h  orn 
the  ])ast  like  a  sprite  from  the  sea;  their  jieople  surrounded  with  .dl 
the  luxuries  of  modern  material  life,  possessed  of  all  the  icin  eiiieiico 
and  comforts  which  science  alfoids.  Culture,  rehnenicnl,  education, 
and  religion  pei  vade  the  community. 

If  we  turn  the  horo-^cope  to  the  future,  we  realize  that  while  the 
growth  in  the  past  has  been  largely  along  mental  and  physical  lines, 
the  future  will  show  an  eipially  rapid  growth  along  lines  whicli  lend 
to  the  development  of  character,  the  settlement  of  those  gre.a 
sociological  and  economic  questions  which  it  is  the  mission  of  ihis 
country  and  this  people  to  settle;  the  broader,  deeper,  higher  cul- 
ture of  the  moral  side  of  human  nature. 

A  deeper  realization  of  the  true  meaning  of  that  word  of  all 
words,  without  which  we  are  nothing,  charity. 

The  only  pang   that   comes  is,  that  while   we   in  this  ;ige  are 
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O'lMS   VIXAL   WAI'KRM AN,   llie   suhjccl  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Abljy  ((}lo\er) 
Waterman,  and  was  Ijorn  in  the  town  of  I'araniariljo, 


Dutcli  Cluiana,  Surinam,  South  America,  April 


'«34, 


his  father  bein^-  a  merchant  in  partnersliip  with  Thomas 
Trask,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  then  American  consul  there. 
Wiien  the  son  was  the  aj^e  of  two  years,  the  family  returned 
to  lioston.  1  fe  was  educated  at  ISoston  common  schools, 
at  Lawrence  Acadeni)-,  at  l'"almouth,  and  at  I'aul  Wing's, 
Spring  Hill,  Sandwich,  Mass.  ite  li\ed  awhile  in  Wash- 
ington, I).  C,  and  while  there  was  employed  as  private 
secretar)'  to  (ien.  Samuel  Houston,  ex-president  of  Texas, 
then  I'niled  States  Senator  from  that  State.  This  posi- 
tion ]jr(HiglU  him  fret|uentl\  in  contact  and  acquaintance- 
ship with  Webster,  Clay,  Calhoun,  IJenton,  and  other 
celebrities  of  the  generation  just  preceding  the  Rebellion. 
Later,  in  Philadelphia,   Pa.,         .  .  ■ 

he    served     an  ajjprentice- 

ship  of  four  years  in  the  drug  -••        ■  . 

business,  and,   returning  to  •  • 

Boston,  entered  the  same  vo- 
cation upon  his  own  account, 
being  altogether  thirteen 
years  a  druggist.  In  1864,  lie 
was  appointed  an  assistant 
clerk  in  the  municipal  court 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  holding 
that  position  for  a  cpiarter  of 
a  century.  In  IC572,  on 
petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Wakefield,  Oovernor  Wash- 
l)Ln-n  appointed  him  a  trial 
justice  for  Middlese.v  County, 
for  which  position  his  Boston 
court  experience  admirabl)- 
adapted  him,  and  his  duties 
were  performed  with  marked 
ability,  trying  civil  and  crimi- 
nal cases  until  the  trial 
justiceship  was  superseded 
by  the  First  District  Court 
of  Eastern  Middlesex,  for  the 
establishment  of  which  Mr. 
Waterman  was  a  strong  advo- 
cate. Mr.  Waterman's  father  was  a  native  of  Scituate, 
Mass.,  and  his  mother  a  native  of  Salem,  Mass.  ( )n  the 
paternal  side  he  is  a  descendant  of  James  Otis  of  the 
Revolution  ;  on  the  maternal  side,  of  General  Glover,  of 
.NLarblehead,  another  revolutionary  hero.  Before  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Waterman  was  a  member  of  the 
old  Ijoston  Light  Artillery,  afterwards  called  the  1st 
Massachusetts  I  lattery,  and  leaving  IJoston  with  the  com- 
mand i\pril  2  1,  1S61,  he  tiius  became  one  of  the  famous 
minute-men  of  '61. 

Every  generation  of  his  ancestry  lias  served  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  Government.  I  Ls 
great-grandfather  was  a  cooper  in  Union  Street,  Boston, 
during  the  Revolution,  and  was  one  of  the  famous 
Itoston  Tea  Party,  and  the  same  night  tied  from  Boston 
to  Scituate  and  was  made  a  commissary  in  the  Re\'olu- 
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lioiKU)"  Arm)'  thereafter.  11  is  great-grandfather  on  the 
maternal  side,  General  (Hover,  of  M .1  rblehe.id,  was  a 
hero  of  the  Revolution.  1 1  is  grandfather,  William  Ghn'er, 
of  Marblehead,  in  iSij,  hlted  out  man\'  |)ri\aleer^.  .uui 
letters  of  martpie  with  his  own  pri\'ate  means,  was  suc- 
cessful in  many  engagements.  .\nd  was  also  c.i])tured  many 
times  and  putinto  1  )artmoor  prison  in  England.  Ilis  uncle, 
William  Glo\'er,  was  in  the  .Seminole  War,  was  jiartially 
scalped,  rescued  in  season  by  his  own  command,  and  li\  ed 
to  enlist  and  go  through  the  Mexican  War  unhurt.  Ilis 
fatlier  was  also  in  the  Mexican  War. 

'i'he  lamented  Helen  Hunt  jaikson  ("II.  H."  ),  tiie 
gifted  ^\merican  writei',  author  of  "  A  Centur\-  of  I  )is- 
honor,"  "  Ramona,"  etc.,  was  his  cousin,  'i'he  "  Water- 
man Kitchen  l"'urnishing  Rooms,"  famous  forty  years  ago 
in  Boston,  were  kept  by  his  uncle  Nathaniel,  and  David 

and   Otis    \'inal,  prominent 
Long    Wharf    merch.mts  in 
■  I     ■  Boston,  engaged  in  the  .Suri- 

nam trade  sixty  years  ago, 
.  were  great-uncles  of  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Waterman  is  a  member  of 
IL  .M.  Warren  Post  12 
(;.  A.  R.,  a  past  grand  of 
Souhegan  Lodge  1.  O.  O.  P., 
and  a  charter  member  of 
(loiden  Rule  Lodge  and 
A.  ,M.  He  has  been  honored 
by  the  partiality  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  with  many  marks 
of  their  faxor,  having  been 
elected  trustee  of  Beebe 
'I'own  Lil.)rary  for  sixteen 
years,  and  being  now  c  hair- 
man of  the  board  of  trustees. 
He  was  a  strong  ad\ocate  of 
the  public  reading  room  es- 
tablished by  the  town  in 
1883.  He  was  the  town  tax 
collector  in  1873-4-5,  and 
chosen  selectman  in  1SS3 
and  1894,  and  is  now  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  select- 
men. At  the  quarter  millennial  celebration  of  the  settle- 
ment of  ancient  Redding,  held  at  Wakefield,  ^L\y  28,  and 
at  Reading,  .May  29,  1894,  Mr.  Waterman  was  an  impor- 
tant factor,  being  chairman  of  several  committees,  and 
selected  by  the  General  Committee  of  Wakefield  to  deliver 
an  address  of  welcome  in  the  town  hall  on  the  fust  da\'  of 
the  celebration  in  the  presence  of  a  very  large  gathering. 
His  words  on  the  occasion,  which  appear  on  other  pages 
of  this  volume,  were  well  chosen,  appropriate,  and  impres- 
sive, and  none  who  heard  him  could  withhold  expressions 
of  approval.  He  also  represented  the  town  at  the  cele- 
bration in  Reading,  on  May  29,  in  response  to  the  toast, 
"  Our  Friends  and  Neighbors."  This  also  was  a  happy 
effort  and  received  its  deserved  commendation. 

He  married,  Oct.  i,  i860.  Miss  P211en  P>ances  Huse,  of 
Boston,  and  the\'  ha\e  one  son,  Charles  O.  Waterman. 
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permittetl  to  look  into  that  promised  land,  lil'Cc  Moses  of  olil,  we 
cannot  enter  tliere.  We  ninst  rest  in  tiie  faith  that  from  sidjlimer 
heights  we  may  loo)-;  l_)aclv  over  the  trail  and  watch  the  meandering, 
but  ever-ascending  growth  of  our  civilization  from  the  time  when 
tlie  ''  morning  stars  tirst  sang  together,"  to  the  time  when  the 
"  heavens  shall  he  rolled  together  as  a  scroll." 

lint  I  must  not  forget.  Mine  is  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  latch- 
string  on  the  old  d(«)r  of  llie  old  homestead  is  out  to-day,  and  of 
presenting  him  who  will  welcome  you  to  its  hospitality,  —  ()ti^  \'. 
Waterman,  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  of  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Waterman,  in  word.s  of  cordial  welcome,  choice 
diction,  and  dignified  comment,  expressed  the  greetings 
of  tlie  municipality  of  Wakefield. 

Address  of  Otis  V".  Waterman,  Esq. 

A/r.  C//ii/r//!ii>!,  /.(/(//c-f  ,i>ic/  (ieiitldiiii'ii,  l-'i  ii  iuis  and  l'\i!o'tii-cit- 
izeiis  :  It  is  ncjt  only  a  very  pleasing  duty  but  a  privilege  which  the 
partiality  of  my  fellow-citi/ens  has  assigned  to  me,  to  extend  to  you 
all,  in  behalf  of  the  towns,  the  warm  hand  of  friendship,  —  to  utter 
the  words  of  greeting,  and  voice  the  welcome  with  which  the  towns 
of  Reading,  North  Reading,  and  Wakefield  greet  their  citizens  and 
guests  who  honor  them  by  their  presence  upon  this  occasion. 

Now,  there  are  certain  days  in  our  lives  of  a  particularly  joyous 
character;  our  Thanksgivings,  when  the  sacred  ties  of  home, 
friendship,  aiul  kintlred  are  receiiiented  ;  our  Christmases  and 
I'iasters,  commemorative  of  the  birth  and  resurrection  of  Him  who, 
by  precej)!  and  example,  taught  tlie  brotherhood  of  man  and  man's 
heirship  to  heaven;  our  new-born  and  well- named  Patriots'  Day, 
in  recognition  of  that  incarnation  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism  that 
fired  the  first  revolutionary  shot,  whose  annual  echo  reverberates 
throughout  the  nation  on  another  joyful  day,  our  ever  great  and 
glorious  Fourth  of  July,  when  the  joy  of  the  pe0|)le  is  fitly  uncon- 
fined ;  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  our  birthdays;  and  while  the 
heart  is  busy  making  pleasant  memories  on  all  of  these  days,  yet 
the  existing  fact  that  the  birthday  has  characteristics  of  a  personal 
nature  seems  to  raise  it  above  the  common  and  ordinary  level  of 
the  festival  days,  thus  making  it  the  dearest  of  them  all. 

This  ap|)lies  as  well  to  miuncipalities  as  to  men,  and  this  is  the 
hirtlulay  of  towns. 

The  corporate  life  of  these  towns  differs  in  elements  and  also  in 
details  of  growth . 

Each  one  contributes  to  that  infinite  and  pleasing  variety  that 
nature  everywhere  presents,  for  nature  has  an  individuality,  n\ean- 
iiig,  and  language  of  its  own,  principles  even  hot  excepted. 

She  abhors  a  copy,  she  never  makes  one  ;  but  in  all  ages,  u|)on 
all  things,  stamps  originality  and  the  wondrous  law  of  her  being, 
"  Unity  in  Diversity,"  and  when  her  crowning  creation,  man,  is 
reached,  lie  stamps  his  own  individuality  upon  all  that  he  totiches,  — 
from  the  rude  arrowhead  of  flint,  fashioned  and  fixed  by  the  hand 
of  the  cunning  savage,  and  thence  upwards  to  higher  levels  of 
thought  and  of  action.  The  coiporate  lives  of  these  three  towns 
cannot  escajie  the  universality  of  this  law. 

An  occasion  like  the  present,  my  friends,  nuist  commend  itself 
most  favorably  to  the  patriotic  instincts  of  every  American,  whose 
citizenshi|)  and  whose  education  is  derived  ami  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  free  institutions  of  this  great  and  glorious  republic  of  which 
he  forms  an  integral  part;  a  republic  born  of  the  union  of  intelli- 
gence and  patriotism,  and  which  was  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  intellect- 
ual liberty  from  Plymouth  Rock  upwards. 

To-day  is  one  of  the  mile-posts  of  memory,  standing  upon  the 
mount  of  promise  of  the  future. 

It  is  a  day  of  weighing  and  measuring,  where  much  depends  on 
the  appraisers  and  the  standards.  It  is  also  one  of  those  rare  days 
in  the  annals  of  time  when  three  municipalities,  each  having  a 
common  end  in  view,  have  declared  by  their  vote,  the  will  of  the 
people,  that  in  the  l)usy  marts  of  trade  for  two  days,  at  least,  the 
woiship  of  mammon  shall  cfusc;  —  that  business  shall  not  be  the  task 
master  —  nor  pleasure  approached,  as  an  enemy  in  ambush. 

One  of  its  greatest  uses  is  to  take  our  bearings  si)iritually, 
morally,  intellectually,  in  order  correctly  to  shape  our  municipal 
course  in  the  future  as  indications  point. 


Now  if  we  can  only  ^o  live  in  the  future  as  to  make  our  memories 
what  we  would  like  to  ha\e  them  upon  review,  whether  criti- 
cised by  ourselves  or  by  friendly  or  unfriendly  eyes,  — ■  we  shall 
cerlaiidy  go  a  long  wavs  towards  making  our  characters  what  they 
ought  to  bt',  not  for  time  alone,  but  eternity  as  well. 

I'VUow-t  iti/ens  .uid  friends  :  The  three  towui  bring  Iumc  tii-da\' 
their  biightc^t  ami  best  gifts,  .mil  tluir  history.  They  brim;  thciu 
freely,  openly,  yes,  reverently,  and  l.iy  them  u|}<)U  the  alt. 11  >  whii  li 
their  forefathers  erected  in  the  past,  and  which  we  h.ivc  cunliiuu  d 
and  perpetuated  into  this  living  present. 

They  are  the  world's  property,  in  which  we  have  joint  ownership. 

We  offer  them  for  inspection,  errors  and  omissions  excepted, 
preparatory  to  our  being  weighed  and  measured  by  the  scale  of 
public  opinion. 

My  friends,  we  have  entered  into  this  celebration  with  joy.  M.iy 
we  conduct  it  with  honiu-,  and  look  back  upon  it  uithout  a  single 
regret. 

The  (jovernor,  being  obliged  to  meet  other  engage- 
metits,  was  gi\'en  a  place  earlier  in  the  exercises  than 
indicated  by  the  formulated  order,  and  was  intrudiued 
by  the  chairman  in  the  following  appropii.ite  woids  : 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is  nearly  150  years  younger 
than  the  old  town  of  Reading,  yet  such  is  the  loveliness  of  her 
character  that  we  delight  to  bow  at  her  shrine  and  address  liL-r  by 
the  dearest  name  on  earth,  "  Mother."  She  has  sent  the  head  of 
her  executive  department  to-day  to  grace  and  honor  this  occasion  ; 
one  who  with  distinguished  ability  crowns  the  long  line  <if  her 
renowned  chief  magistrates,  and  I  wish  to  say  in  his  and  your  pres- 
ence, one  who,  amid  recent  critical  events,  has  exhibited  that  degree 
of  courage,  sagacitv,  and  sound  juilgment  which  has  won  the  spec  i.d 
commendation  of  the  thought  of  the  Commonwealth,  1 1  is  I\\(cl- 
leiicv,  I'  rederic  T.  Creeidialge,  CoNernor  of  tlie  I 'oiumonwcalth. 

The  (lovernor  was  greeted  with  enthusiastic  and  con- 
tinued applause,  and  delivered  an  address  worthy  the 
occasion  and  iiis  o\\  ti  renown. 

Address  of  His  Excellency,  Frederic  T.  (ireenhalge. 

.)//■.  Chtiirmaii  :  1  desire  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success 
of  this  very  important  celebration.  In  our  progress  over  the  route 
of  your  |)rocession  I  have  been  strongly  impressed  with  the  ii.iiuial 
l)eauties  of  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  there  is  a  charm  in  the 
varied  scenery  of  lake  and  woodland  which  greatly  eidiauce  the 
attractions  of  the  place.  The  evidences  of  public  spirit  and  thrift 
are  everywhere  seen  along  your  streets,  and  plaiidy  indicate  the 
industry  and  prosperity  of  the  community.  The  career  of  C\'nis 
Wakefield,  lisq.,  was  remarkable  in  itself.  Here  was  an  euiineut 
citizen  who  was  a  conspicuous  instance  of  that  native  energy  and 
public  spirit  which  is  an  essential  element  in  true  citizenship;  ami 
through  his  great  generosity  the  town  was  provided  with  the  judibc 
building  in  which  these  exercises  are  being  held  to-ilay.  It  is 
very  proper  that  every  citizen  of  the  town  shoidd  take  a  gre.ii 
pride  in  its  rich  and  honorable  history,  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  commemorate  the  days  that  are  past,  and  the  deeds  of  those 
to  whom  the  town  owes  its  origin  and  growth.  It  is  right,  also, 
that  the  Commonwealth  should  take  an  interest  in  occasions  of 
this  character,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Conuiionwealth  is  built  upon 
the  prosperity  of  its  towns. 

The  history  of  Massachusetts  is  inseparable  from  the  history  <jf 
those  towns,  and  from  the  struggles  of  those  who  in  early  days 
laid  the  foundations  of  town  government  among  independent  yet 
united  communities.  The  progress  of  the  Commonwealth  in  days 
of  peace,  its  security  in  time  of  war,  is  assured  by  the  patriotism, 
the  steadfastness,  ptiblic  spirit,  fostered  in  the  town  meeting  and 
developed  by  that  earnest  working  together  for  the  general  welfare, 
which  is  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  New  England  civic  life. 
These  are  the  essential  things  that  count  for  success  and  prosperity, 
and  nothing  else  can  be  substituted.  It  is  well  sometimes  to  recall 
the  ancient  tlays,  and  to  see  th.it  the  .spirit  which  has  made  our  past 
glorious  is  exemplified  in  these  later  days.  The  problems  of  the 
present  must  be  met  with  the  same  fidelity  and  unswerving  patriot- 
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ism  that  animated  the  fathers.  With  such  a  tiasis  and  with  such 
motives  we  can  go  foiward  always  to  noliler  ellorls  and  grander 
achievements.  As  tlie  cliief  niagisirale  of  tlie  great  Conunon- 
wealtii  of  ^[assachllsetts,  1  liring  you  lier  liest  greeting  and  con- 
gratulations, and  the  liope  that  tl)is  occasion  may  he  only  the 
harl)inger  of  bright  prosperity  for  the  future. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  (lOvernor  and 
staff,  witii  the  I^ietitenant-Clovernor  and  retinue  of  the 
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officials  of  the  Coiiinionwealth  took  their  leave.  The 
chairman  then  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  historical 
address  in  the  following;  words  :  — 

Wakeheld  has  the  old  historic  s|-)Ot.  Wakeheld  has  the  historic 
occasion.  Keading  has  the  man  for  the  spot  and  the 
occasion, —  one  who  is  well  versecl  in  historic  lore,  and 
who  knows  everything  concerning  the  present,  a  wliole 
Inireaii  of  statistics  about  everybody.  Wakeheld  has 
drawn  on  Reading  for  him  to-day,  and  she  has  nobly 
responded.  I  present  lion.  I  forace  (i.  Wadlin,  the  orator 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Wadlin  was  received  with  hearty  applause 
and  pronounced  the  following-  thou^htftil  and 
distinguished  oration. 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 

liY    \U)N.    lloHACK  WADr.lN. 

The  struggle  of  the  people  against  tlie  king,  both  in 
Cluu'ch  and  State,  which  long  distracted  I'jighuul,  directly 
led,  as  we  shall  see,  to  the  planting  here  of  the  little  set- 
tlement on  the  shores  of  Lake  (Juannapowitt.  It  was 
inspired  by  the  movement  toward  human  liberty  which, 
sometime.s  repressed  hut  never  ov  ercome,  has,  through  the 
mutations  of  modern  history,  wrought  the  fair  fabric  of  in- 
dividual freedom  anil  social  progress.  Into  the  warp  and 
woof  of  that  fabric,  the  history  of  ancient  Reading,  like 
that  of  every  ^^assachusetts  town,  is  tirndy  woven.  The 
story  of  our  origin  is  that  of  no  isolated  experiment,  nor 
can  it  be  so  understootl.  Out  of  the  struggle  for  in- 
dividual civil  and  religions  liberty  we  were  born  into  that  fidler  life 
whose  idtimate  development,  tpiite  beyond  human  foresight,  was 
hidden  behind  the  veil  of  more  than  two  lumdretl  years.  Vet  it  was 
dimly  seen. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  coiulition  tjf  luigland  at  that  moment.  ISoth 
Clunch  anil  .State  were  threalened.  Charles  L  had  entered  upon  that 
long  struggle  with  p  irlianicnt  by  wdiicli  he  sought  to  advance  the 
absolute  power  of  the  throne  and  repress  the  liberties  of  the  ]>eople. 


This  struggle  ou  the  part  of  the  king  was  marked  by  forced  loans, 
repeated  ilissohilions  ot  au  uuyieliling  parliament,  and  the  iniprisou- 
nujut  without  just  I  ausL-  of  tlmse  who  opposed  his  will. 

(hi    tin;  otliLi    hanil,  the  (  ounuons   luid  procl.drncil,  not  as  new 
liberties  but  .is  a  guard  against  the  people's  rights,  lights  that  had 
been  theirs  since  the  days  of  the  Great  Charter,  that  henceforth  the 
king  should  take  no  taxes  save  by  common  consent,  and  th.it  no 
freeman  should  be  imprisoned   without  due  process  of   law.  As 
Sir  |ohn  I'diot  had  boldly  said,  "  L'pon  this  dispute  not  alone  our 
lands  and  goods  are  engaged,  but  all  that  we  call  ours.  'I'hese 
rights,  these  privileges  that  made  our  fathers  freemen  are  in  ipies- 
tion."      For  his  boldness,  Eliot  was  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  the 
king  soon  resolved  to  dispense  with  parliament  altogether. 

During  ten  unhappy  years  the  struggle  continued,  aided  by  the 
I'^arl  of  Strafford,  as  the  king's  right  arm,  and  by  Archbishop  Land, 
until  the  king  was  to  summon  a  parliament  which  eveutiially  would 
break  his  power  and  make  him  amenable  to  law.  The  impeach- 
ment of  Stratford  was  to  be  followed  by  his  death  upon  the  scaf- 
fold, and  l,aud  also  was  to  lind  his  way  to  the  Tower.  The 
struggle  between  king  and  parliament  was  hnally  to  merge  in  civil 
war,  and  one  Oliver  Cromwell,  a  gentleman  of  Cambridgesliire,  in 
164.4,  die  very  year  in  which  our  fathers  sought  incoriioration, 
would  become  lieutenant-general  of  an  army  that,  late  in  July  of 
the  same  year,  was  to  win,  at  Marston  Moor,  a  decisive  \  ii  tory 
over  I'rince  Rupert  and  his  c.ivaliers. 

'I'iiese  were  e\eiufiil  ye.irs  in  the  motherland,  for  iu  them  the 
rights  ot  haiglish  Ireenieii  weie  put  upon  fouiiilations  th.it  L(juld 
not  afterwards  be  mo\ed.  'I'hey  were  eventful  years  for  us  as 
well,  for  within  the  principles  which  were  then  asserted  lay  the  germ 
that  in  this  western  laud,  then  an  unbroken  wilderness,  would 
finally  develop  into  the  American  republic. 

John  Winthrop  had  felt  the  pressure  of  the  evil  limes.  (  )n  the 
15th  of  May,  1629,  he  had  said  to  his  wife:  "  If  the  Lend  seeth  it 
will  be  gooti  for  us,  he  will  ])i  oviile  a  shelter  &  a  hidinge  jilace  for 
Us  t\;  others."  Whether  we  sympathize  with  the  Luiitaii  pecu- 
liarities or  not,  it  is  well  to  luulerstanil  at  the  outset  their  ])  >int  of 
\iew.  Li  that  very  month  of  May,  ]('>2(j,  Winthrop  was  juittiiig  in 
manusciipt  ''  Reasons  to  be  considered   for  justifying   the  under- 
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takers  of  the  intended  plaiUatiou  in  New  Kngland,"  wherein  he 
says:  "  Whoa  kiiowes  but  that  God  hath  provitled  this  place  to  be 
a  refuge  for  many  whonie  he  meanes  to  save  out  of  the  geiierall 
callamity,  &  seeinge  the  Church  hath  noe  place  lefte  to  (lie  into 
but  tlie  wildernesse,  what  better  worke  can  there  be,  then  to  goe  & 
provide  tabernacles  &  foode  for  her  against  she  comes  thethcr."' 
And  again  :  ''  It  is  the  revealed  will  of  God  llntt  the  Gosjjell  should 
l)e  preached  to  all  nations,       though  we  know  not  whether  these 
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HORACE  G.  WADRIN  was  l)orn  in  Wakcfielcl  (at 
that  time  South  Reaclini^  )  Oct.  2,  185  1.     He  is  the 
son  of  ]Janiel  Hudson  and  Lucy  Katon  (  Riown)  W'adlin. 
On  his  mother's  side  he  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Nicholas 
Jjrowne,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  ancient  Redding. 
Wiien  he  was  four  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
the  present  town  of  Reading,  wliere  he  has  ever  since 
resided.      He    married,    Sept.   8,    1875,   ^^"-^  l"'rances, 
daughter  of  E.  .Averill  and  S.  Esther  (Libby)  Butterfield. 
Mr.   Wadlin  is  an   architect  by  profession.      He  was 
formerly  associated   witii   the   hrm  of   Lord  cK:  i'"uller, 
of  Boston,  but  in  1875  began  practice  independently,  de- 
voting his  attention  principally  to  school  and  numicijial 
buildings  and  to  domestic  work.     His  more  recent  build- 
ings include  the  'l~hornton  Academy  at  Saco,  Me.,  tlie 
high  school  at  liiddeford,  the  Richard  Sugden  Library  at 
Spencer,  .Mass.,  and  numer- 
ous private  residences  in  the 
vicinity  of  ISoston.  Among 
the  latter  are  the  residences 
of  D.  V.  Hunt,  .\.  W.  Dan- 
forth,  Mr.  Chandler,  Harley 
Prentiss,  Mrs.  IL  A.  Brown, 
E.  E.  Hunt,  .\rthur  Roberts, 
C.  A.   Loring,   and    R.  \V. 
Erancis,  of  Reading.  The 
Union  Street  and  Prospect 
Street     schoolhouses  were 
also  erected  under  liis  su- 
pervision.    In  1879,  he  be- 
came,   by    appointment  of 
Col.  Carroll  1).  Wright,  an 
dttaihc    of    the  Massachu- 
setts Bureau  of  Statistics  of 
Labor,  in  cirarge  of  special 
lines    of    statistical  and 
economic  investigation.  In 
this  connection  he  acquired 
a    thorougli    knowledge  of 
the  industrial  resources  and 
social  condition  of  the  com- 
monwealth,    in  Septeml^er, 
1888,  upon  the  resignation 
of  Colonel  Wright,  he  be- 
came chief  of  the  bureau,  his  appointment,  made  by 
Ciovernor   Ames,   being   immediately  confirmed   by  the 
council  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  a  compliment  not 
usually  paid  to  a  new  incumbent.    He  was  subsequently 
reappointed  by  Governors  .Ames  and  Russell  successively. 
He  was  connected  with  the  decennial  census  of  Massa- 
chusetts, taken  in  1885,  and  in  1890,  by  appointment  of 
President  Harrison,  he  became  supervisor  for  Massachu- 
setts of  the  eleventh  United  States  census,  the  legislature 
by  a  special  act  permitting  the  appointment  in  connection 
with  his  duties  as  chief  of  the  bureau.    As  supervisor  he 
conducted  the  entire  work  of  enumeration  in  ^[assachu- 
setts,  appointing,  organizing,  and  directing  a  force  of 
about  twelve  hundred  enumerators,  a  number  considerably 
larger  than  was  placed  under  any  other  supervisor  in  the 
countr)'.     Mr.  Wadlin  is  at  present  engaged  ui)on  the  pre- 


liminary wdik  foi'  the  decennial  census  of  1S95,  under  a 
statute  tirawn  b)-  him  and  recentU'  enacted.  He  has  been 
closely  connected  with  the  activities  of  Reading.  Becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  school  committee  in  Alarch,  1875,  lie 
still  remains  upon  the  board,  after  near!)'  tweiil)'  )eais' 
ser\'ice,  during  which  he  has  tilled  the  positions  of  secie- 
tary  and  chairman.  He  has  for  many  years  been  a 
trustee  of  tiie  public  library,  and  is  ikjw  chairman  of  the 
board.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Reading 
Cooperative  Bank,  and  its  first  x'ice-presiclent.  He  is  a 
member  of  Reading  Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  has 
been  its  reporter  since  1881.  In  1884,  Mr.  Wadlin  was 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
'lAvelflh  Middlesex  1  )istrict,  comprising  the  towns  oi 
Reading,  North  Reading,  and  Wilmington,  and  was  re- 
elected the  following  year.     He  was  also  a  member  of  the 

house   in    1887    and  i88<S, 
from  the  I'ourteenth  Middle- 
sex District,  comprising  the 
town   (jf    Reading   ami  the 
city  of  Woljurn.     While  in 
the     legislature    he  served 
u|ion  the  committees  on  the 
census,  woman  suffrage,  edu- 
cation,   railroads,    and  ex- 
pediting public  business.  He 
was     house    chairman  of 
the  committee  on  woman's 
suffrage     in    1885,    of  the 
committee   on   education  in 
1885  and   1887,  and  of  tlu- 
committee    on    railroads  in 
1888.    Mr.  Wadlin  is  a  fre- 
quent lecturer  upon  topics 
connected      with  histor\', 
social    and    industrial  eco- 
nomics, and  art.     He  delix- 
ered   the   historical  address 
in  Reading  at  the  celebration 
of  the  National  Centenni.il 
in   1876,  and  the  historical 
oration   in   connection  with 
the    quarter-millennial  cele- 
bration of  ancient  Ivcdding, 
on  the  28lh  of  May  in  the  present  year.     He  was  joint- 
author  with  Colonel  Wright  of  a  monograph  on  the  in- 
dustries  of    Boston    prior    to    1876,   contained   in  the 
•'  Memorial  History  of  Boston,"  and  has  recently  prepared 
an  additional  chapter  for  a  supplementary  volume.    14e  also 
prepared,  through  Messrs.  Lij^pincott,  the  American  pub- 
lishers, the  article  on  Massachusetts  in  the  new  edition  of 
Chambers's  Cyclopedia,  and  is  the  author  of  the  Historical 
Sketches  of  iveading  and  North  Reading,  contained  in 
Lewis's  "  History  of  Middlesex  County."  He  is  a  member 
of  the  .\merican  Statistical  Association,  and  one  of  its  vice- 
presidents,  of  the  .American  Social  Science  Association, 
serving  for  two  years  as  secretary  of  its  department  of  edu- 
cation, and  one  of  its  council,  and  of  the  American  Eco- 
nomic Association,  the  .American  Academy  of  I'olitical 
and  .Social  Science,  and  other  societies  and  organizations. 
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Barbarians  will  receive  it  at  fir.st  or  iioe,  yet  it  is  a  good  worke  to 
serve  (jod's  Providence  in  offering  it  to  them  {&.  this  is  fittest  to 
be  (loone  by  Gotl's  owne  servants)  for  (Jod  shall  have  glory  by  it 
llioiigh  they  refuse  it,  tK;  there  is  good  hope  that  the  Posterity  shall 
by  this  nieanes  be  gathered  into  Christ's  sheepefoiikl."  * 

A  personal  refuge  for  ''God's  owne  servants";  the  extension 
of  the  gospel  ''into  those  partes  of  the  world  to  helpe  on  the  com- 
niinge  of  the  fulnesse  of  the  Gentiles,"  these  expressions  sufficiently 
portray  the  religious  impulse.  l!ut  there  is  evidence  that  other 
ideas  were  also  influential.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Winthrop's 
''  Conclusions  for  New  Juigland,"  and  probably  the  plans  of  the 
Massachusetts  Company  which  grew  out  of  them,  had  been  brought 
lo  the  knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  movenient 
for  larger  political  liberty  in  I'jigland. 

''These  leaders  had  already,"  says  Forster,  the  biographer  of 
I'Jiot,  "sent  their  thoughts  across  the  wide  Atlantic  towards  the 
new  world  that  had  risen  beyond  its  waters;  and  had  been  eager  in 
promoting  those  plans  for  emigration  which  in  the  few  succeeding 
years  exerted  so  momentous  an  influence."  .And  speaking  of  the 
Massachusetts  IJay  Company,  he  says:  ''Though  the  immediate 
design  had  scarcely  at  first  extended  beyond  the  provision  of  a 
refuge  abroad  for  the  victims  of  tyranny  in  Ciiurch  and  State  at 
home,  it  soon  became  manifest  that  there  had  entered  also  into  it 
a  larger  and  grander  scheme,  .  .  .  tlie  liope  of  planting  in  those 
distant  regions  a  free  common- 
wealth and  citizenship  to 
balance  and  redress  the  old  ; 
and  that  thus  early  such 
hopes  had  been  interchanged 
respecting  it  between  such 
men  as  I'^liot  and  Hampden, 
Lord  llrooke.  Lord  Warwick, 
and  Lord  Say  and  Sele."  t 

Meanwhile  the  enterprise 
on  these  shores  goes  forward. 
The  Arhcllii,  with  Governor 
Winthrop  and  the  Charter, 
sailed  into  Salem  harbor  in 
June,  1630.  Within  a  few 
months  thereafter  two  or 
three  thousand  were  added 
to  the  colony.  Among  these 
were  Nicholas  lirowne,  Wil- 
liam Cowdrey,  Zachary  Fitch, 
and  Richard  Walker,  Sr., 
whom  we  shall  afterward  fintl 
leading  the  settlement  at 
Keadijig.     These  men  were 

all  partakers  in  the  movement  which,  under  Winthrop,  gave  new 
vitality  to  llie  languishing  colony. 

What  did  they  find  here  ?  The  colony  at  I'lymouth  contained 
only  three  hundred  souls,  the  fruits  of  nearly  ten  years'  painful 
endeavor;  and  in  September,  1639,  lligginson,  who  li.ul  arrived 
in  that  year,  speaking  of  the  liay  settlements,  says:  "  There  are  in 
all  of  us,  both  old  and  new  planters,  about  three  hundred,  whereof 
two  hundred  of  them  are  settled  at  Nehum-kek,  now  called  .Salem, 
and  the  rest  have  planted  themselves  at  Massathulets  ISay,  begin- 
ning to  build  a  town  there,  which  we  do  call  Chertown  or  Charles- 
town."  \  And  Thomas  Dudley,  who  was  of  Winthrop's  com- 
pany, wrote  to  Kngland  in  the  spring  after  their  arrival  that  "  We 
found  the  colony  in  a  sad  and  unexiiecled  condition,  above  eighty 
of  them  being  dead  the  winter  before,  antl  many  of  tliose  alive 
weak  and  sick;  all  the  corn  and  bread  amongst  them  all  hardly 
sufficient  to  feed  them  a  fortnight."  5} 

A  most  sad  welcome  triily,  and  hardly  to  be  borne,  and  yet  how 
bravely  borne  I  Winthrop  soon  removetl  to  Charlestown,  where,  to 
use  the  quaint  language  of  lOdward  Johnson,  "  the  griefe  of  this 
people  was  further  increased  by  the  sore  sicknesse  which  befell 


among  them,  so  that  almost  in  every  family,  hinii  iitaticin,  moiu  n- 
ing,  and  woe  was  heard,  and  no  fre-^h  fuiid  to  be  had  lo  cherish 
them.  1 1  woukl  assuredly  have  nuivcd  the  must  hn  kt  up  afleLtion^ 
to  teares,  no  tloubt,  had  they  i).isseil  from  one  hut  lo  an<jther,  .ind 
beheld  the  piteous  case  these  people  were  in."  * 

.And  yet  Winthrop,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  wrote  lo  his 
wife,  who  still  rem. lined  in  F.ngland  :  "  My  dear  wife,  we  .ire  hcie 
in  a  parailise.  Though  we  h.ive  not  beef  and  mutton,  eli  .,  yi-t 
(God  be  praised)  we  want  them  not;  our  Indian  corn  .mswersfor 
all.  \'et  here  is  fowl  and  lish  in  great  plenty."  lie  had  befoie 
this  written  :  "  \Ve  here  enjoy  God  and  Jesus  Christ.  Is  nut  thi-; 
enough  .''     What  would  we  have  more  ?  "  i 

I  know  of  nothing,  certainly  I  have  no  words  ih.it  i.an  more 
eloquently  show  the  attitude  of  the  men  lo  whom  we  owe  the  begin- 
nings of  this  town  than  these  faithful  transcripts  of  tlieir  own 
statements  made  at  the  time.  More  than  the  dusty  recuuls  lli.it 
have  come  down  to  us,  these  intimate,  personal  expressions,  straight 
from  the  heart,  open  to  us  the  motives  that  inspired  them,  and  let 
us  clearly  see  what  manner  of  men  these  were  out  of  whose 
we  sprang.  The  words  of  Winthrop,  of  Oiulley,  of  Johnson,  niiglu 
well  have  been  ech(jed  by  lirowne,  and  Cowilrey,  .iiul  Walker,  .md 
the  rest.  h'or  they  were  bound  together  in  unity  ft)r  noble  eniU, 
inspired  by  the  precei)ts  of  their  leader,  whc;,  ere  he  left  the  ship 
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Wee  must  be  Knitt  together  in  this  worke  as  one  m.iu 
.  .  .  always  having  before 
our  eyes  our  commission  and 
community  in  the  worke,  as 
mendjers  of  ye  same  body."  1 
Winthrop,  as  I  have  s.iid, 
remiived  to  Charlestown,  and 
^  \         finally  to   l;i)-,toii.    .'>ome  of 

his  company  settled  "  iqinn 
the  river  of  .Saiigiisl."  (  )f 
these  we  shall  he.ir  more  .it 
Reading.  Within  thirteen 
years  the  vital  system  of  New 
I'jigland  was  coni|)lete.  The 
frame  of  constitutional  gov- 
ernment was  perfected,  eilu- 
cation  ])rovitled  for,  town 
governments  authorized,  and, 
tinally,  the  New  England  Con- 
federation formed,  ty[)e  of 
that  larger  union  eventually 
lo  grow  out  of  these  colonies. 

In  the  hitter  pari  of  this 
formati\e  period  in  llie  his- 
tory of  the  Lomnionweallh, 
ancient  Reading  came  into  being  as  a  sejjarate  nuinicip.il  unit.  l!ut 
its  settlers,  whose  memory  we  to-day  especially  honor,  liad,  in  the 
parent  town  of  Lynn,  already  entered  into  the  civic  affairs  of  the 
colony.  Li  a  sense  no  longer  possible,  every  freeman  entered  into 
the  life  and  movement  of  the  time.  To  the  work  before  them  evuiy 
man's  haiul  was  set  with  great  singleness  of  purpose  and  consecr.i- 
tion  of  spirit.  I  jisign  Richard  Walker  is  found  in  the  House  of 
Deputies  in  16-10,  and  Nicholas  lirowne  appears  there  in  \^<\\.  This 
was  three  years  before  Reading's  incorporation;  but  not  liefore  its 
settlement. 

In  1639  the  petition  from  Lynn  appears,  wherein,  early  in 
Septendjer,  certain  of  its  freemen  desired  that  they  might  have  terri- 
tory for  an  inland  plantation  at  the  head  of  their  bounds.  The 
prayer  was  granted,  and  "four  miles  .■^quare  at  the  head  of  their 
bounds,  or  so  much  iheiuof  as  the  place  will  allord"  was  givL-n 
them  under  the  name  of  Liiin  Village,  upon  condition  that  they 
would,  within  two  years,  make  some  good  proceeding  in  phinting 
"  so  as  it  may  bee  a  village,  fit  to  contain  .1  convenient  nundier  of 
inhabitants,  which  may  in  dewe  time  have  a  church  there,"  and  those 
that  removed  from  Lynn  were  not  to  keep  their  accommodations  in 

^  lnlnis<in"s  ''  W'oiuIl  i  -u  ofkinv;  I 'i  n\ iilt-ncc." 

I  Robcii  ('.  \\'iiulii..ii  ill  •■  Mciiioii.il  lii^toiy  of  liosioii." 

:■.  \Viiiiliro|i.  ■'  M.'idcll  of  CliiiNii.ui  I 'h.ii  iiy.''  Writu  ii  011  bo.ud  iliu  .  \rh  //.i,  10..,,. 
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llie  parent  town  "  above  two  yuars  after  runioval  to  llie  village  upon 
pain  of  forfeitine  of  their  interest  in  one  of  tlieni  at  tlieir  election." 
'I'liis  forfeitiue  clause  was  suliseqiiently  re[)e<ilecl. 

I'.arly  in  the  following  May,  "such  as  go  to  I. inn  Village  are  for 
two  years  exempted  from  puMiUe  rates,  wcU  is  to  begin  when  7 
liouses  are  luiilt  iV  7  families  setled  iheri.-,  and  onely  for  sm  h  as  are 
sctled  there."  *  I'Voni  wliii  h  we  may  concbnle  that  at  tli.it  moment 
MO  actual  settlement  li.id  taken  pl.u.e.  In  l6.|(,  howevei,  "it  is 
orderetl  that  l.inn  Vill.ige,  at  the  lequest  of  the  inhaljitants  thereof, 
slial  1)6  calleil  Kedtling  "  ;  and  (ieorge  ( 'ooke  and  John  Oliver,  who 
were  appointed  Iiy  the  General  Court  "  to  settle  the  bounds  between 
Wooborn  &  I, inn  A'illage  (called  Redding),"  rendered  their  report 
on  the  same  tlay. 

I'^xactly  what  led  to  the  migration  from  Lynn  does  not  a[)i)ear. 
Inferentially,  it  was  the  desire  to  live  aw.iy  from  the  sea.    Nor  is  it 
entirely  clear  why  they  elected  t(j  l)e  called .  Reading.     I'ossibly  it 
was  from  a  desire  to  perpetuate  here  a  name  hallowed  by  associa- 
tions in  the  motherlantl.     Perhaps  something  in  the  topography  of 
the  place  suggested  it.     Hut  this  does  not  rest  upon  absolute  proof. 
The  effect  upon  Lynn  of  the  removal  to  Reading  of  so  many  families 
is  not,  however,  in  donbt.     Lynn  herself  put  it  upon  record  in  a 
prayer  to  the.  General  Court  for  an  abatement  of  taxes,  basing  her 
plea,  in  part,  upon  the  removal  to  Reading  of  "  Able  persons  who 
were  with  us  and  for  us," 
and  her  resulting  enfeebled 
estate.      She  cites  among 
these  "  able  persons  "  who 
had  left,  Nicholas  lirowne. 
Lieutenant    Walker,  John 
Poole    (probably   the  most 
wealthy,    judging    by  the 
amoimt    of  his  tax),  NVil- 
liam  Cowdrey,  Thomas  RRir- 
shall,  and    Zachary  Fitch. 
'l"he  petitioners   slate  that 
"  between    two    and  three 
hundred  acres  of    the  de- 
serted farms  is  soe  overrun 
with  sorrel  that  it  is  scarce 
ipiittinge  cost  lo  such  whose 
necessities  is  such  as  with 
us  force  them  to  improve 
the  same." 

The  territory  contained  in 
the  first  grant  was  ni.iinly 
that  within  the  present  limits 
of  Wakefield  and  Reading, 
except  that  nearly  one  hun- 
dred years  later,  in  1730, 

the  town  of  Wilmington  took  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Reading, 
while  in  1726,  "  upon  petition  of  our  neighbors  of  the  North  haul 
of  Maiden,"  ten  families  were  annexed,  with  territory  that  is  now  in 
the  southern  part  of  Greenwood.  In  1651,  the  territory  that  is  now 
North  Reading  was  added  by  a  grant  conveying  "a  certayne  tract 
of  land,  aliout  two  miles  content,"  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ipswich 
River. 

The  settlement  began  in  tlie  center  of  the  present  town  of  Wake- 
field, near  the  common,  along  the  shores  of  the  great  pond,  extend- 
ing, after  the  custom  of  the  time,  hardly  more  than  half  a  mile  from 
the  site  of  the  first  meeting-honse,  near  the  corner  of  the  present 
Albion  and  Main  Streets. 

The  early  settlers  immediately  entered  upon  the  establishment  of 
church  and  municipal  government,  for  the  preservation  of  good 
order  and  the  welfare  of  their  souls. 

The  first  minister  was  Henry  Green,  "a  man  of  toil,  faithfid  and 
devoted  to  his  work,  who  early  fell."  .Afterward,  before  1700,  came 
Haugh,  Hrock,  of  whom  it  was  said,  he  dwells  as  near  heaven  .is 
any  man  upon  earth,"  and  I'ierpont,  "a  man  of  great  worth,"  upon 
whcse  death  there  was  general  lamentation. 

Among  the  leaders  in  civil  aff.iirs  the  names  of  William  Cowdrey 
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and  Richaid  W  alker,  the  younger,  slantl  prominently  foilh.  We 
lind  Walker  in  the  House  as  Reading's  deputy  in  lli.|S,  l').|9,  and 
l6t;o,  .md  ilun  Ccnvdrey  from  1651  to  i(i;,.S.  Ag.iin,  in  iGlio,  (onies 
Walker,  now  bc.ning,  like  his  father  before  him,  the  r.ink  of 
(..iplain. 

(  owdrey  w.is  at  hrsi  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  W.dkei  leader  of  the 
niilil.uy  lomp.iny  which  w.ise.iily  i.-st.d>lished  in  the  town.  W.dkia 
W.IS,  perhaps,  of  widest  public  servici:,  his  name  .ippr.iiing  upDU 
public  coinnii^sions  for  li\ing  bound. nies  or  apportioning  l.nul  ;  ami 
upon  an  emb.issy  sent  by  the  General  Court  to  negoli.ite  with 
iJ'.Xulnay,  "  our  dangerous  neighbor  in  Arc.idia,"  we  lind  besides 
its  chief  Capt.  Robert  liridges,  and  by  liis  i  hoice,  Lieutenant  W.ilker 
and  I'.nsign  Thomas  M.irshall,  both  of  Re.uling,  for  whii  h  service 
they  were  properly  rew.iriletl  by  the  Court.  He  was,  therefore, 
uncpiestionably  a  man  of  iudgnient  and  discretion,  and  ikj  doubt  of 
military  valor.  Cowdrey,  on  the  other  hand,  seems  to  li,i\e  been 
indispensable  in  the  more  restricted  but  e(|nally  necess.iry  iluties  of 
tow  n  gox  ernnieut.  lie  w.is  early  m.ide  clerk  of  the  writs,  performing 
the  duties  of  town  clerk,  while  alw.iys  one  of  the  selectjiien.  And 
when  in  l(>5.|,  "  owing  to  i-.\cessi\e  use  and  abuse  of  strong  drink 
among  the  Indians,"  to  prevent  this  evil  the  sale  of  liquors  to  them 
was  prohibited,  except  by  persons  didy  licensed,  it  was  William 
Cowilrey  who  was  selecleil  by  the  (leiier.il  Court  as  licensee  in  Read- 
ing ;  and,  live  years  later, 
Reading  being  one  of  the 
towns  "  not  only  remote 
from  any  m.igistrate,  but 
also  destitute  of  any  person 
empowered  t  o  solenniize 
ni.irriage,  the  want  wlierec^f 
is  the  occasion  of  much 
trouble  and  s<jmetimes  dis- 
appi 'intment,"  it  is  (Aiwdi  ev 
again  who  is  invested  with 
this  function. 

The  present  town  of  Read- 
ing, under  its  am  lent  n.ime 
of  "  Wood  I'.nd,"  first  .ip- 
pears  in  the  records  in  lb7j. 
Its  first  house  w.is  built 
about  1677,  by  Natlianiel 
I'arker,  the  son  of  Deaciui 
'I'homas,  the  progenitor  of 
ihe  third  parish  I'aikers,  ,1 
numerous  lamily.  1  le  .lUo 
W.IS  the  Inst  person  to  be 
buried  ill  its  ancient  gra\e- 
y.ird.  Other  early  settlers 
there  were  Thomas  Ikin- 
croft,  whose  name  is  still  widely  borne  in  Re.iding,  John  I'.iiker, 
Richard  Tem|>le,  Josliu.i  I-.aton,  Timothy  I'r.itt,  Sr.,  and  .Stephen 
Weston.  The  town  to-day  contains  many  direct  descendants  of 
these  early  settlers,  lieyoiul  the  Ipswich  River  there  were  six  fam- 
ilies in  1680,  those  of  Fr.incis  1 1  iilchinson,  Thomas  Hurt,  John 
I'helps,  Philip  Mclntire,  and  the  John  L'ptons,  f.itlier  and  son.  He- 
lore  1700  others  were  added. 

These  three  distinct  settlements  thus  early  made  were  the  nuclei 
of  tliree  separate  parishes,  which  were  to  grow  into  the  three 
modern  towns.  The  p.irish  division  was  not  made  without  much 
tremor  and  agitation  on  the  |)art  of  the  residents  near  the  origin, d 
church.  l!ut  it  was  inevitable.  AtteiidaiKe  upon  church  and  lecture 
weekly  could  not  be  undertaken  by  those  in  the  remoter  districts. 
In  1696,  the  original  parish  formally  recognized  that  ''  the  glory  of 
God  being  the  chief  end  that  all  men's  actions  ought  to  aim  at," 
they  had  "considered  the  great  distance  of  such  ...  as  live  on 
the  North  side  of  Ipswich  River  .  .  .  from  the  place  of  God's 
worship  among  us,  whereby  they  many  times  labor  under  great 
diliiculty  in  coming  to  (iod's  house,  oftentimes  cannot  come,  and 
seldom  can  bring  their  children,"  and  the  parish  was  set  off  in 
171  J;  while  in  17-O,  tlu  re  being  lifl)-three  taxpayers  in  that  dis- 
trict,  Re\  .  I  )ai)iel  I'liliiain  became  their  minister. 

To  the  establishment  of  the  third  parish  consent  was  not  easily 


I  7/ 


■1   7,;.  ■..  lu  '    '  : 

■  ,t!  .<!  •.,|..-.>  •!,(  ".  ;r»l 


92 


TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


11  ClIAKl.KS  F.  WuOlUVA  Kl), 

12  AlstI-AI)  W,  liKOWNHLL, 

13  Windsor  M.  Ward, 
I  I  Sill. (IN  Wai.thn. 

IS  Ak  niui;  I  ;i;i:nNiiri^ii, 


TOWN  OFFICIALS  OF  WAKEFIELD.     (Qroup  No.  2.1 


Assessor  and  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Assessor. 

Ku.id  Coiuiuissiiiner  (C/ui/riiiaii). 

K<»ad  Coiiiniissumer. 
ku.u!  (Nirninissiuner. 

21       IIAKl.l.S  K.  (MI. MAN, 


1(1  SlI.As  W.  I'l.lNI, 

17  Cjiarli.s  H  .  ,S|'|:nciik, 

iS    lOlUiiV  N.  M  I! A  I  II, 

ic)   Sa  mi  I'l,  I  .  I.I  l  -I  l.|.  I  li-  l  I,, 

:?o  I  )i;.  l  |:i;  i  Is  I,.  .S,,rii|.;i;, 
lin.u-d  ,if   Ik-.lllll  Ul,„lll,  Ojju,-,  ). 


Municiiial  Light  liuard  (C//if/)-;«,(//) 
iMtiaici]ial  Light  Board 
Miiiiitipal  Light  ISoard  (.S~,  iv  ,7,;)  r) 
Hoard  i.f  lle.ilth  ((  li.ihnu,,,) 
l:..ard  r.f  ll.-.dih  (S,.,,i.n  11 


/ 


Ol''  'I'lll'.  ANCIKNI'   I'OWN  Ol''  k  I'.l )  I )  I \( ;. 


obtained.  The  same  reasons  for  its  separate  existence  were  inllu- 
ential,  hul  were  not  so  reatlily  recogni/.ecl  Ijy  tlie  majority.  After 
much  effort  to  conciliate  the  residents  at  Wood  I'aid,  and  muili 
fruitless  petitioning  for  separation,  the  Ceneral  Court,  iiijon  appeal, 
made  the  division  in  1769,  incorporating  the  new  parish  over  the 
territory  comprising  the  Reading  of  to-day. 

It  sufficiently  illustrates  the  different  conditions  of  the  time,  that 
wlien  the  first  parish  afterwards  became  South  I'leading  in  1S12,  and 
the  second,  North  Reading,  in  1833,11  was  in  the  first  case  dilfer- 
eiices  as  to  civil  policy,  and  in  the  other  inconvenience  in  the 
performance  of  civil  duties,  rather  tlian  attendance  upon  divine 
worshi]),  which  caused  the  separation. 

Reading  long  remained  an  outpcjst  or  frontier  town.  The  set- 
tlements beyond  were  widely  separated  and  intercommunication  was 
difficult  and  dangerous.  Indian  uprisings  were  at  any  lime  possible 
and  frequently  occurred.  All  youths  from  ten  to  sixteen  years  of 
age  were  trained  in  the  use  of  small  guns,  half  piUes,  and  bows  and 
arrows.  In  the  Indian  wars  the  town  was  always  represented,  and 
I'oole  and  .Swayne  of  Reading  are  famous  in  colony  annals  for 
services  therein.  I'oole  was  the  second  ca|)taiii  of  the  train  b.ind, 
and  became  especially  distingidshed  in  Ring  I'liilip's  war,  while 
Dr.  Swayne,  talented  and  brave,  was  an  assistant  to  the  governor, 
and  afterward  commander-in- 
chief  against  the  Kastern  In-  .  ■ 
(lians. 

The  first  evidence  of  party 
spirit  appears  in  the  selection 
of  captain  for  the  town's  com- 
pany in  1677,  for  wliich  place 
Swayne  and  I'oole  were  ri- 
vals. The  story  is  naively 
told  on  the  pages  of  the 
Massachusetts  recortls.  For, 
after  the  disagreement  occurs, 
ap|)eal  is  made  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  It  is  the  frieiuls 
of  Poole  who  say,  There 
hath  bin  some  strange  actions 
relating  to  military  otiicers, 
whereby  we  are  become  toi' 
parties  in  the  towne.'' 
usual,  it  is  the  other  jiarty 
which  is  at  fault.  ''  Wee 
apprehend  wee  have  bin 
ingenious  *  to  the  other  party, 
notwithstaiuling  great  eregu- 
larities  they  run  into."  lint 
"  tliey  will  have  all  the  youth 
to  voate  .  .  .  and  soe  wee 
are  outvoated,  and  they  are 
not  willing  tiie  Court  should 

hear  both  parties  and  what  wee  have  to  saye  .  .  .  and  they 
will  do  nothing;  and  so  the  towne  is  brought  into  /t'7ii  parties.  .And 
it  begins  to  have  inlluence  into  Towne  matters,  to  strive  to  circum- 
vent one  another  in  our  Actions,  wdiich  wee  feare  will  have  a  bad 
consequence."  And  so  they  jiray  the  Court  to  interfere  "  that  our 
strife  may  bee  at  an  ende,"  tliat  they  may  "  sett  downe  quiett." 

The  Third  I'arish  held  its  first  meeting  August  9,  1769.  A  meeting- 
house was  completed  in  1770,  located  near  tiie  present  Reading 
Common,  the  hrst  minister  being  Rev.  Thomas  Haven.  .V  list  of 
voters  in  the  following  year  shows  eighty  in  the  Fir-,t  I'arish,  si.xty- 
si.K  in  the  North  or  Secoiul  Parish,  and  sixty-three  in  the  Third 
Parish  or  Wood  End. 

P.ut  I  am  not  to  weary  you  with  details,  or  with  a  catalogue  of 
dates  or  names  that  are  easily  accessible  upon  the  printed  page. 
These  things  have  no  value  to-day  other  than  that  which  attaches 
to  the  curious  collections  of  antiquities  that  have  come  down  to 
us  out  of  the  past,  except  as  they  show  the  spirit  and  movement  of 
the  time,  or  connect  themselves  with  the  larger  life  of  the  common- 
wealth and  nation  ;  illustrating  anew  for  us  the  processes  by  which. 


RESIDENCE  OF  COL 
West  CiiL'btiuit 


<|uile  .ip.irl  fiDiii  liiinian  intciiliun,  llic  world  is  slowly  Ir.uisfornKd. 
1  wi.^h  hi)We\c'r  to  put  In-fore  you,  if  I  ni.iy,  the  li.diits  and  cust<inis 
of  the  lime  thai  ihe^c,  our  lalhcrs,  m.iy  li\e  again,  ,uid  speak  to  us 
in  their  own  langu.ige. 

"  For  the  worke  wee  have  in  h.md,"  said  Winlluop,  "it  is  by  a 
miituall  consent,  ...  to  seek  out  .1  pi. ice  of  consoi  leshipp  undi  i  .1 
due  form  of  government  both  civill  and  ecclesiasticall.  In  stu  li 
cases  as  this,  ve  care  of  \  u  pul)lii|ue  must  oversway  all  priv.itc 
respects,  by  which  not  only  conscience,  but  nie.ire  tivill  iiolfny, 
dothe  bind  us.  .  .  .  Thus  stands  the  case  between  (iod.uid  us. 
We  are  entered  into  a  covenant  with  Ilini  for  this  work."  ■■ 

These  are  noble  wortls,  although  undoubtedly  they  embody  ,1 
certain  conceit.  It  was,  nevertheless,  honestly  held.  'I'liey  rcg.irdcd 
themselves,  in  a  special  sense,  the  children  ol  Cod,  "  C.od's  1  liosrn 
servants."  Coil's  law  was  to  be  the  b.isis  of  their  code,  and  by 
God's  law  they  meant  the  liible  as  they  uiulerstooil  il,  in  a  haul, 
literal  way.  It  coutainetl  a  sulficient  rule  of  action,  not  only  fur 
churih  government,  but  for  the  ortlin.ir)  acti\ ities  of  life.  il  u.is 
to  be  appealed  to  on  .ill  ordinary  as  well  as  extr.iordiiiaiy  ociasinns. 
The  conunonwciUh  w.is  to  be  a  gre.it  family,  composeil  of  those 
gathered  into  .  one  communion  of  professing  ( 'hristi.ins,  asso- 
ciating themselves  together  in  Loveii.iiit." 

It  was  ine\itable  th.it, 
with  such  views,  church  nieni- 
bership  should  become  a  pre- 
recpfisile  for  citi/.eiiship.  'I'he 
magistrates  must  lie  Cod- 
fearing  men,  chosen  out  of 
their  brethren  by  the  s.iinls. 
It  was  cpiite  as  inevitable 
that  these  principles  should 
lead  to  bigotry  ami  intol- 
erance, upon  the  im  liming 
of  those  who  were  not  ol  the 
same  religious  convictions, 
under  the  fear  th.it  through 
these  differences  their  work 
would  be  distroyed. 

T  h  e  ;\  utinomi.in  ( "ontn  i- 
versv,  anil  the  v.irious  rigid 
measures  against  the  l'..ip 
tists  and  the  (Quakers,  the 
sad  story  of  the  witchcr.ill 
delusion,  all  grew  out  of  the 
Irligious  views  of  the  I'llli- 
tan,  intensilied  bv  the  hard 
conililions  of  his  daily  life. 
Religion,  in  the  form  in 
which  they  conceived  it,  was 
the  Central  fact  in  life,  .iml 
they  were  held  in  const. ml 
watchfulness  .igainsl  the  delusions  of  S.il.ui,  who  continually  besel 
them  w  ith  opposing  legions  in  the  hearts  ol  "  consi  ientioiis,  lon- 
teiitious  heretics,"  and  "  troublers  of  their  peace,"  in  those  who 
denied  and  o|)posed  the  authority  of  God's  appointed  magistrates 
and  elders.  Winthro|),  whose  noble  words  of  charity  and  liberality. 
I  have  already  quoted,  was  led  later  to  say,  "  We  see  not  that  ,iny 
should  have  authority  to  set  up  any  other  exercises  besides  what 
authority  had  already  set  up." 

It  therefore  cost  something  to  dissent.  In  the  colony  recoid  of 
the  General  Court,  wherein  it  gave  form.d  testimony  to  the  ''  linoke 
of  Discipline,"  the  outcome  of  the  Synod  of  l6-|.S,  "that  for  the 
substance  thereof  it  is  that  we  have  practised  iV  doe  beleeve,"  the 
name  of  \\'illiani  Cowdrey  is  written  in  dissent.  ,\nil  when,  in 
1650,  the  Court  "  having  had  the  sight  of  a  booke  lately  printed  bv 
William  I'inclion,  doe  judge  nieele,  first,  that  a  jirotest  be  ili.iwn 
fully  and  clearly  to  satisfy  all  men  th.il  this  Coiirte  is  so  fan  from 
approving  the  same  as  that  they  doe  utterly  dislike  il  and  detest  il 
as  erronious  and  dangerous";  and  then  it  was  to  be  sullicicnlly 
answered  by  the  reverend  elders,  its  .iuiIku-  .summoned  to  .iiiswer  for 


J 


 ■  ■^"'r 


.  CHAS.  F.  V^OODWARD 
Street,  W.iliclkld. 


*  Ini^eniimis. 


*  Win  ilniiii,  ".Mculull  lit  Clirisii.in  Ch.irily 


TOWN  OFFICIALS  OF  WAKFFIEUD.     (Group  No.  J.) 

22  Wnsi.nv  T.  Hakhis,                        Kei-'istr.ir  of  Vm^v^  \            v..  r- 

24  LoKNia.iu-.  DoNf.VAN,                      Ku<'islr,ir  of  Voi^.*  i.          ii                                                            i  once. 

,,  „,  ,,  '  iM-„isii,ir  OI  \oieir..  2<j  Ro(.i-:k  llijWAKi),  I'criCL-  Vicun- 
as Kvf.kk.tW,  Eaton,                                        Amlito,-.  CHAfUFS  H   St,\,.n                                  =nc.  vkuu. 


'^'I'l'""'  3'   OeoKI.I!  II.  Tl-ACUB, 


i'"cncd  \' 


icwcr. 


I? 


OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OI'   R  l-.l  )l  )INri. 


95 


llie  .same,  and  tlie  book  to  be  publicly  biiniecl  by  tlie  ext:ciitioiiei', 
against  these  proceedings  it  is  now  Kicliaid  Walker  wlio  dissents; 
and  once  more,  in  tlie  following  year,  wlien  Rev.  Marniadiike  Mat- 
lliewes,  of  Maiden,  was  summoned  and  fined  for  "not  giving  luiinlile 
acknowledgment  of  liis  sinne  in  giving  olTense  to  the  magistrates 
and  elders  in  some  inisafe,  if  not  unsound  opinions,"  again  William 
Cowdrey  dissents. 

What  we  are  accustomed  to  as  the  softer  side  of  life  they  ab- 
iiorred.  The  fear  of  God,  rather  than  the  love  of  God,  impressed 
iheni.  The  rigorous  training  of  the  child  began  when,  tlie  Sunday 
following  his  birth,  he  was  carried  to  tlie  bleak  meeting  house  for 
baptism,  regardless  of  season  or  weather,  and  his  spiritual  life  was 
afterward  nurtured  on  Cotton's  "  Spiritual  milk  for  Boston  babes, 
...  of  like  use  to  any  children,"  or  tracts  intended  to  set  forth 
"examples  of  cliildren  in  whom  the  fear  of  God  was  remarkably 
liiidding  before  they  died  "  ;  while 
his  intellectu.d  life  was  stiniu- 
hited  on  liard  benches,  under 
severe  discijjline,  in  such  a  school 
as  the  town  estal)lislietl  in  169^, 
wherein  the  youth  were  expected 
to  l)e  taught,  as  another  \ote 
expressed  it,  '•  to  write,  to  read, 
and  to  cast  up  accounts,"  so  far 
as  the  master  could  teach  or  they 
were  ''  cappable  to  lame  "  in 
a  limited  lime. 

God  was  \'ery  near  to  tliese, 
His  servants.  Signs,  portents, 
warnings  were  seen  in  the  ordi- 
nary phenomena  of  nature.  l!r(j(  k, 
the  pastor,  meets  a  fisherman  wlio 
has  lost  Ids  boat.  "Go  home, 
honest  man,"  remarks  the  minis- 
ter, "  ril  mention  the  matter  to 
the  Lord.  You'll  have  your  boat 
to-morrow."  And  tlie  next  day 
the  boat  is  recovered.  Under 
liis  successor,  Pierpont,  a  maid  is 
deprived  of  her  reason.  The 
brethren  offer  prayer  for  her  re- 
covery, and  before  the  day  is 
ended  her  reason  is  wonderfully 

restored.  They  were  careful  to  enforce  good  ortler.  Taverns  are 
provided,  and  wine  is  sold,  but  uitliin  limits.  Several  of  llie  inliali- 
itants  desire  two  taverns,  but  some  are  "  fearfull  of  tlie  event  there- 
of," and  Hryant,  the  petitioner,  promises,  as  he  himself  regards  the 
public  peace,  that  if  "  the  Selectmen  se  Caus  to  aprebate  me  this 
year,  if  it  be  the  minds  of  the  chefe  of  the  Hed  men  of  this  town 
that  it  is  detreniental  to  the  pece,''  he  will  give  it  up,  and  "  consarn  " 
liimself  no  farther  al)out  it.  Drunkenness  was  rare  and  most 
severely  punished,  yet  they  were  not  total  abstainers.  At  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  lirown,  tlie  fifth  minister,  Nathaniel  Eaton  gets  fifteen 
sliillings  for  fetching  up  tlie  wine;  Lieutenant  I'arker,  eiglit  shillings 
for  five  quarts  of  rum,  Landlord  Weston,  ten  shillings,  sixpence,  for 
rum;  while  Mrs.  Martha  lirown  is  paid  five  pounds  for  wine.  At 
the  ordination  of  his  successor  a  barrel  of  wine  is  required. 

I'larly  marriage  was  encouraged,  but  romance,  or  the  seductions  of 
merely  personal  charm  sternly  repressed.  No  woman  might  wear  un- 
seemly adornment  or  short  sleeves,  or  sleeves  more  than  half  an  ell 
wide.  No  man  might  without  penalty  address  a  young  woman  without 
her  parents"  consent,  unless  in  certain  exigencies  he  obtained  permis- 
sion of  tlie  legislature;  although  Josselyn,  who  in  1663  found  Reading 
"  in  the  center  of  the  country,  by  a  great  pond  side,"  with  two  milks 
and  well  stocked  with  cattle,  tells  us  that  in  ISoston  there  was  "  a 
small  but  pleasant  common  where  the  gallants,  a  little  before  sunset, 
walk  with  their  marmalet-madams  till  the  nine  o'clock  bell  rings 
them  home  to  their  respective  habitations." 

They  had  no  church  festivals  or  merry  Christmas,  nor  should 
such  festivals  be  kept  by  others.  Kut,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
full  of  consecration  and  self-sacrifice  within  the  hard  lines  along 
uiiicli   they  proposed  to  construct  a  conimr)n wealth    that  shoidd 


emljody  ( 'lod's  kingdom  on  earth.  They  c<.)mbatted  ignorance  and 
lolly  and  those  enervating  vices  that  so  often  unilermiuu  human 
character.  'I'hey  souglit  not  merely  their  own  advant.ige,  but  wcie 
laying  a  ffjundalinu  upon  wliicli  poslerit)  might  erect  a  noble  temple. 
In  this  they  were  ready  to  dare  all  things,  to  attein|it  all  things,  .uul, 
having  done  all,  to  stand  ! 

/\  tiemocracy  was  not  within  their  thought.  "  Democracy,"  s.iid 
John  Cotton,  "  I  do  not  conceive  that  God  ever  did  oril.iin  as  .1  lit 
government,  either  for  Church  or  Commonwealth."  A  theocr.u  y 
they  were  attempting,  and  its  management  wa-^  to  be  restricted  to 
(jod's  servants,  the  members  of  their  church. 

Hut  the  fact  is,  there  was  beneath  them  .ui  irresistible  force  \\hi(  li 
was  working  its  own  ends.  They  were  indeed  God's  >cr\  ants,but  in  a 
sense  quite  beyond  their  limited  vision.  Their  principle^,  oui  e  stated, 
led  inevitably  to  democracy.    They  were  foiced  by  the  necessities  of 
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their  iiosition  to  act  together,  to  take  coiuisel  together,  foi  the  i  oui- 
nion  defense  anti  the  public  good.  Tliey  early  establislieil  the  public 
school  "to  the  end  that  learning  may  not  die  in  the  gr.ives  of  our 
fathers."  Its  result  was  the  intellectual  enfranchisement  of  the 
common  people.  They  enforced  community  of  action  in  civil  alkiirs. 
Kvery  freeman  must  attend  town  meeting  or  be  punished  for  neglect . 
Their  law  was  no  respecter  of  persons.  Hefore  it  all  are  on  .1  le\  cl. 
browne,  l''itch,  deacons  and  selectmen,  Edward  Taylor,  the  constable, 
Jonas  I'iaton,  all  leading  men,  are  fined  for  being  late. 

luery  man  must  regard  his  neighbor's  welfare  e(|ually  with  his 
own.  "  .Ml  owners  of  stone  wall  shall  make  some  fence  upon  it, 
for  the  keeping  of  sheep  from  doing  damage."  '  "  Xo  man  sli.dl 
come  into  the  town  without  the  consent  of  the  town,  but  he  shall 
put  in  security  to  secure  the  town  of  all  charges  that  shall  come 
thereby."  "livery  man's  fence  is  to  lie  five  rayles  high."  Xo  man 
shall  permit  his  servants  to  coiuluct  themselves  unseemly,  nor  his 
animals  to  trespass  upon  others  or  olfend  the  common  proprieties. 
"  ICvery  man  shall  youke  his  hogges."  "  l'!very  dog  that  comes  to 
the  meeting  .  .  .  except  it  be  their  dogs  that  pa)' for  a  dog  u  hip])er, 
the  owner  of  those  dogs  shall  pay  sixpence  for  every  time  they  come.' 

Private  interests  must  wait  upon  the  public  good.  "There  being 
manni  sad  acsidantes  .  .  .  liy  fire,  .  .  .  tharfor  no  barne  nor  liay- 
stacke  shall  be  sett  within  six  polles  of  aniii  dwelling  howse.  " 
There  shall  be  no  unseemly  extravagance  in  dress.  "  No  males  of  less 
property  than  two  hundred  pouiuls  shall  wear  gold  or  silver  lace,  or 
walk  in  great  boots;  nor  females  of  less  property  than  two  hundred 
pounds  wear  silk  or  tiffany  hoods  or  scarfs." 

These  were  not  rules  imposed  by  arbitrary  power.  They  were 
se!f-im|)Osed.     l!y  the  constant  exercise  of  self-government  in  the 
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simple  matters  of  daily  concern  tliey  were  prep. iriiig  for  the  weightier 
matters  to  come.  'I'lie  I'liritaii  itlea  tended  to  make  )iien  free,  though 
they  did  not  comprehend  its  lull  signilicance.  When  the  principle 
was  once  clearly  stated  there  was  no  stopping  it.  It  matle  its  way. 
liigotry  and  intolerance  were  jjowerless  before  it.  The  liajitists, 
the  Quakers,  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  were  linally  given 
freedom  inider  the  free  -State. 

"The  thonghtfnl  observei,"  said  Dr.  Greenwood  in  -'King's 
Cliapel,"  "  will  mark  the  strange  processes  by  which  the  hnnian 
mind  is  often  forced  to  the  most  simple  and  e.xcellent  conclnsions. 
lie  will  see  arbitrary  jjower  from  another  country  contending  against 
arbitrary  power  here,  and  the  results  of  lhe■^e  conllicting  aiul  angiy 
•luthorities  to  be  toleration,  liberty,  and  pu.ice."  lie  will  al.-,o  see  the 
spirit  which  tile  early  settlers  only  partly  felt  bursting  all  barrieis, 
and  ill  the  next  generati<jn  will  lind  iheir  desceiul.uits  instructing 
their  representati\'e,  ICbene/er  Nichols,  that  "  we  cannot  think  it 
advisable  to  agree  to  any  step  for  the  protection  of  stampeil  papers 
or  stamped  offices;  we  already  have  good  anil  wholesome  laws 
.  .  .  ami  are  not  apprehensive  of  any  further  tumults  and  dis- 
order, to  which  we  have  a  steady  aversion.  Moreover,  we  must 
enjoin  it  upon  you  ...  in  all  actings  to  maintain  our  rights  as 
freeborn  l-jiglisli men."  And  afterwaiils,  as  the  struggle  approaches, 
they  again  caution  their  representative,  Daniel  I'utnam,  "  against 
giving  your  consent  to  measures  which  may  in  the  least  preclude  us 
or  our  posterity  from  asserting  our  just  rights  as  and  ISritish 

sid)jects." 

When,  in  this  later  tlay,  a  provincial  congress  is  called  to  con- 
sider the  tiuestions  of  the  hour,  the  town  will  send  as  its  deputies, 
John  Temple  and  lienja'miii  lirown,  voting  to  adopt  the  sentiments 
of  the  congress  as  their  own,  and  to  adhere  to  them.  And  at 
last,  as  the  smouldering  hre  l)re.d<s  into  living  tlanie,  the  men  of 
Reading  will  be  among  the  first  to  respond.  As  the  I'jiglish  under 
Leslie  march  from  Marblehead  toward  Danvers  in  search  of  arma- 
ment concealed  there,  the  company  from  Reading  will  move  to 
oppose  them.  When  William  I'arker  of  the  third  parish  hears, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  thunders  of  cannon  from  Le.xington  over 
his  peacefid  farm,  the  minute-men  fioni  Reailing  imder  the  gallant 
llrooks  will  hasten  to  the  scene  of  acti<jn.  And  from  Lexington 
forward,  at  I'.indcer  ilill,  'I'icontleroga,  and  Valley  h'orge,  -  -  to  the 
day  of  Cornwallis's  surrender,  the  yeomen  of  Ke.uling  will  be  fouml 
at  the  post  of  tluty.  Her  (piota  was  .dways  full.  More  than  four 
hundreil  of  her  sons  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  the  familiar 
names  of  Walton,  Green,  (iould,  Wiley,  liryant,  Lvans,  Sweetser, 
Hartshorn,  lirown,  Emerson,  Flint,  U)3ton,  Damon,  I'ratt,  I'arker, 
Bancroft,  Nichols,  Temple,  and  Weston  appear  upon  the  lionoieil 
list.  And  they  gave  freel\'  of  the  produce  of  their  farms  to  help  on 
the  cause. 

They  sought  no  new  rights  in  this  struggle.  It  was  the  spirit 
witliin  them  that  could  not  be  subdued.  They  were  true  descend- 
ants of  the  hardy  settlers  who,  ye. us  before,  had  braved  danger 
and  toil  that  they  miglit  maintain  principles  whose  full  significance 
they  had  not  seen. 

Out  of  the  past  these  men  speak  to  us.  Their  world  is  not 
ours.  They  stood  face  to  face  with  nature  within  a  circle  of  com- 
paratively limited  dependencies.  We  jostle  and  crowd  one  another 
in  fierce  competition.  They  severed  tiie  ties  that  bound  them  to 
the  motherland.  We  are  held  together  by  bands  of  steel  in  an 
organism  whose  vital  fluid  is  electricity.  Their  life  was  simple; 
ours,  complex. 

Yet  the  sjiirit  which  wrought  through  them  inspires  us  also.  It 
is  the  one  central  force  that  changeth  not.  Their  work,  when  in 
harmony  with  it,  stands,  and  still  remains  vital.  .Ml  else  has  faded 
away.  The  records  of  their  doctrinal  controversies,  their  ponder- 
ous theological  treatises,  —  these  are  of  curious  interest,  but 
.strike  in  us  no  responsive  chord.  To-day,  lifting  the  veil  of  the 
past,  we  thank  Clod  that  we  had  such  ancestors,  and  that  through 
them  the  spirit  of  liberty,  of  progress,  of  civil  equality,  individual 
rights,  and  personal  independence  finally  found  expression. 

Its  light  is  dimly  seen  in  the  occasional  dissent  of  Reading's 
deputies  against  religious  jiersecution  ;  it  glows  in  the  defense  of 
hearth  and  home  in  the  early  days  of  border  warfare;  it  shines 
upon  the  altars  of  revolutionary  sacrifice,  and  streams,  full  and 


cle.ir,  with  undinimed  radiance,  at  Fair  Oaks  and  Lookout  Mountain, 
the  Wilderness  anil  (iettysburg.  It  i  onsccr.ilcs  tlu-  f.iithful  per- 
formance of  humble  duties,  with  .in  eye  single  to  the  public  good, 
through  all  those  early  years;  it  illiiuiiiu-s  the  world's  wider  work 
as,  from  the  original  spark  at  Ke.idiiig,  it  biinis  in  Timolliy  I'Tinl  ;  m 
Captain  I'.irker  at  Lexington  ;  in  b.incrott,  the  liistnri.in  ;  in  l  liuo 
dore  I'.uker;  and  in  the  work  of  Reading's  daughters,  who  long 
made  Reading  the  banner  town  in  the  anti-slavery  conflict. 

There  are  those  to  whom  the  past  presents  a  roseate  hue;  its 
scenes  have  a  restful  ch.irni,  and  away  from  the  active,  re.-^tless 
present  they  turn  to  it  as  to  a  golden  age  of  sweetness  and  delight, 
but  to-day  we  stand,  like  the  fathers,  on  the  threshold  of  a  iieu 
world.  It  ever  opens  before  us.  .\  world  more  beautiful  ih.iii 
pictured  by  artist's  dream  or  poet's  song.  A  world  in  win.  Ii  there 
sli.ill  be  perfect  freedom  for  the  individual,  spiritii.il  and  intellectual, 
indiistri.d  and  ci\ il,  without  limit  of  sex,  or  race,  or  material  con- 
dition,—  a  fieeilom  consciously  subordinated  to  the  geiier.il  good. 

The  voices  from  a  long  way  off  are  harmonizing  with  ours.  Out 
of  the  silence  of  the  years  they  sound,  stilling  for  the  moment  tin; 
hum  of  traffic,  the  workman's  hammer,  and  the  whirr  of  bu-^y 
wheels,  as  the  chimes  of  some  old-time  minster  ring  sweet  and 
clear  over  the  babel  of  the  modern  city,  bidding  us  be  true  to  the 
ideals  possible  to  be  realized  in  the  future,  that,  remembering  the 
things  that  are  jjast,  we  may  press  on  to  the  things  ih.it  .lie 
before. 

After  an  inspiring-  selection  by  the  orcliestr.\,  the 
reader  of  the  anniversary  poem  was  inlrotlticeci  in  kindly 
terms  :  — 

That  portion  of  the  old  town  knmvn  as  "  Wood  I'.nil  "  and  the 
North  I'recinct  has  always  abouiuled  in  oratory;  but  the  muses 
have  made  the  South  land,  in  the  inimedi.ile  vicinity  of  these  be.iuli- 
ful  lakes,  their  trysting  place. 

One  ''  to  the  manner  born,"  John  Sullivan  Faton,  descended  from 
the  earliest  families,  honored,  respected,  and  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him,  who,  when  this  town  assumed  its  present  name,  delivered  a 
most  ailmirable  poem,  whose  voice  has  been  he.ird  on  many  occ.i- 
sions  from  this  [il.itfonn,  whom,  to  use  his  own  langu.ige,  "illness 
still  conhnes  to  my  room,  '  has  written  a  poem  for  this  oi  i  .isi(ui, 
which,  at  his  reipiest,  will  be  read  by  Miss  lanin.i  Idoreiice  F..iton, 
whom  1  now  ])resent. 

ANNIVERSARY  POEM. 

Written  liy  jolm  .S.  Eaton,  and  recited,  at  request  of 
tile  author,  b\'  Miss  Emm;i  I'lorence  I'.aton  :  — 

OIJ  Reading's  ;iiry  lakeside  shores, 

I'irst  pressed  by  settlers'  feet, 
<.)n  which  the  springtime  .sunshine  poms, 

1  ler  /(//.'i/ birthlhiy  greet. 

From  live-times-fif ty  fateful  years. 

Disturbed  by  War's  alarms. 
This  peaceful  township  now  appears. 

With  //t7i',  —  not  waning  charms  ;  — 

With  well-earned  laurels  garlanded. 

With  drum-beat  and  with  gims, 
^Vitll  old-time  relics  rare,  outspread, 

Welcomes  her  scattered  sons. 

With  liirthday  liantpiet,  loo,  she  waits, 

(Her  loclioiiie  never  doubt.) 
To  greet  the  strangeis  at  her  gales, 

//'////  all  IilT  III/,  lis/n Ilia's  out. 

So,  on  this  festive  natal  day, 

.Adorned  with  civic  crown. 
With  all  her  st.irry  Hags  in  play, 

She  IkiiuIs  her  archives  doun. 
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l\;ire  talilcls,  ihusu,  .uul  agc-embosst-tl  ; 

Rich  ill  liistoriu  iui  e ; 
Garnered  with  patient  tare  and  cost, 

I'rom  an  aliinuLint  store. 

As  (Uvers  in  calm  <  )rient  ^uas 
('■rasp  pearls  fioin  sands  nnseen, 

May  ue,  from  failed  scrolls  like  these, 
Some  antique  jewels  L;lean.         ,    .       .  ; 

llackuartl,  o'er  darksome,  tlusty  space. 

Let  (ieet-winged  k'ancy  fly, 
And  this  attractive  dwelling  place 

I  n  primal  u  ildnuss  lie.  i  .'  ■ 

l,et  forests  crown  each  Keailing  hill, 

l  a  ase  each  grassy  glade, 
Let  all  lier  liusy  marts  he  still, 

ller  life  in  silence  fade. 

Let  all  her  peaceful  paths  and  fair 

(Jrow  ])erilous  and  dread; 
'I'lieir  borders  hide  the  panther's  lair, 

And  feel  his  midnight  tiead. 

Ileside  her  lakelet's  shining  santis, 

Some  scattered  lodges  rear, 
To  shield  the  roving  hulian  banils 

That  fished  and  hunted  here. 

So  looked  this  townsliip  —  wild  and  rude  — 

When  lirst  its  settlers  came; 
Lroni  that  primeval  solitude 

Reading  arose  to  fame. 

In  si.xteen  luuKhed  thirty-nine 

Were  gained  these  •'  funr  miles  S(|uare  "; 
'I'heir  seeming  thai  ins  we  might  define. 

As  —  io<'Oi{-'^iil  hikes  itiiii  iiir, 

I'  rnni  homes  beside  the  surging  sea, 

Came  dauntless  |)ioiieers. 
Whose  early  struggles,  now  we  see, 

NLide  >plendid  later  years. 

Ileroic  men  and  stout  of  limb, 

The  forests  felt  their  blows; 
Where  pines  had  made  rude  pathways  dim, 

liloonied  asphodel  and  rose. 

liefore  the  settlers'  fearless  march. 

The  startled  wild-cats  lied; 
.And  'neath  the  woodland's  leafy  arch, 

("dad  sunlight  soon  was  shed. 

Then  modest  school  house  walls  appeareil  ; 

The  airy  church  spire,  too, 
And  througli  the  lanes  the  a.\e  had  cleared. 

Sweet  summer  zephyrs  blew. 

A  "Two  Mile  (irant  "  of  forest  land, 

Gave  Reading  room  to  grow  ; 
And  lofty  pine  trees,  green  and  grand, 

North  Reading  still  can  show. 

While  .scared,  the  wild  beasts  inward  fled, 

To  gain  secure  repose, 
To  fill  the  settlers'  lives  with  dread. 

Came  hostile  Indian  foes. 

Then  follrjwed  fearful  midnight  raids; 

The  I'Veiich  and  Indian  wars; 
Surpiises,  burnings,  ambuscatlcs, 

Where  Reading  men  won  scars. 


f|3 


t'  ^ 


i  s 


I 


r-.  .  ■lii-'i  •••>  .•  •  •' 
■  I,. 

-:s.j'  ;  .         ti  .oJ,!.;.-  ■-- 
n.'ji'  .nl         />.'■'  Mil  '  ■!■ 

■  t, 

ill 

,'..)J-I..- 
cifi-vJiir''  !■  •  !  '!•  ' 

,1, 


!, 


98 


TWO  IIIT.VDRKI)  ANM)  I' 1  I 'Tl  I '.I'l  I  A  NN  I  V  I'.RS  A  K  V 


TOIIN  SIM,I,I\'AX  KA'I'ON  \v;is  a  true  and  loyal  son 
vj  of  the  oltl  town  of  his  birth,  and  an  idc  d  citizLMi. 
liotn  in  Sonth  Rcadin;;'  at  tiic  i'.aton  homestead,  April  .S, 
iSj2,  a  few  months  after  the  deatii  of  iiis  father,  he  was 
tenderly  reared  h)'  a  faithful  mother,  under  the  precious 
inlluences  of  a  Christian  home,  and  the  central  institu- 
tions of  llie  slowly  growing  town.  His  education  was 
obtained  b}'  diliL;ent  inipro\ement  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  b\'  the  village  schools,  by  extensive  reading,  and 
a  brief  course  at  New  ilampton  Acadenu'  in  New  ilam[)- 
shiie.  After  leaving  the  academy  Mr.  I'.aton  iiualifu'd  as 
a  ci\il  engineer,  and  inirsued  that  occu|)ati<)n  in  his  early 
life,  at  Worcester,  anil  in  his  nati\-e  town.  Later  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Boston  i\:  Maine  Kailroatl,  and 
for  twent}'  \ears  was  a  familiar  personage  to  the  patrons 
ol  the  road  in  the  se.ison  ticket  department  at  the  oftice 
in  lioston.  l)uring  a  portion 
of  the  Rebellion  period  he  , 
was  cTiiployed  as  a  clerk  in  . 
the  War  I  )epartment  at 
Washington,  and  rendered 
many  kind  and  helpful  ser- 
\ices  to  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  from  South  Reading 
and  \'icinity,  wiiom  besought 
out  in  the  hospitals  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Katon  had  a  very  ac- 
tive interest  in  munici|.)al 
ahairs  and  enterprises  for 
the  atlvancement  and  im- 
proNcment  of  his  t<iwn,  and 
was  higlily  esteemed  b\-  his 
fellow-c  iti/.ens,  and  received 
Irom  them  many  marks  of 
their  trust  and  confidence  in 
being  often  chosen  to  public 
otiice.  l''or  thirteen  years  he 
was  a  selectman,  fi\e  \-ears 
an  assessor,  and  si.x  years  an 
overseer  of  the  |)oor.  In 
1858,  he  was  a  representa- 
ti\e  in  the  (leneral  Court.  Me 
Wcis  never  known,  howe\er, 

to  seek  an  oltice,  and  his  honor  and  faithfulness  in  busi- 
ness and  otiicial  relations  were  never  cpiestioned.  He 
had  rare  literary  taste,  and  was  a  genuine  poet.  I  ie  pos- 
sessed qualities  which,  with  more  favoring  o|:)porlunities 
for  cultivation  and  expansion,  would  iiave  given  him 
rank  and  renown  among  American  jioets.  He  has  left 
productions  of  his  genius  which,  for  rh3  thm  and  beauty, 
deserve  to  be  immortal. 

He  delighted  to  muse  on  the  works  of  nature  with  her 
glorious  book  wide  open  before  him,  and  some  of  his 
choicest  verses  were  in  loving  praise  of  the  beautiful 
Lake  (^)uannapowitt,  by  whose  Ijorder  elms  and  sandy 
beach  most  of  his  life  was  spent.  On  several  notable 
occasions  in  the  town's  histor)-  Mr.  Katon  was  invited  to 
be  the  poet  of  the  day,  and  responded  to  the  calls  with 
contributions  so  excellent  and  appropriate  that  his  fellow- 


citizens  ha\'e  proutll)'  embalmed  them  on  the  piinted 
page  and  the  municipal  record.  ( )ne  of  the  t)ccasions 
alluded  {()  w.is  the  inauguial  exercises,  hekl  |ul\'  ),  i.Sd.S, 
when  South  Reading  changed  to  Wakefield.  Again,  at 
the  (ietlication  of  the  town  hall,  l'"eb.  22,  1S71,  he  con- 
tributed and  deli\'ered  a  gr.iceful  poem  ;  but  perhaps  the 
most  remarkalile  emanation  from  his  pen  was  the  anni- 
versar\-  poem  written  f(jr  the  historical  exercises  of  the 
recent  celebratiijii.  While  engaged  in  its  composition, 
Mr.  Eaton  was  sullering  constanti)  from  the  .idvam  ing 
inroads  ol  a  disease  that  a  few  months  later  endeil  his 
life.  It  was  his  last  gift  to  his  native  town,  drawn  from 
his  l)rain  and  heart,  ami  might  truly  be  called  his  "  swan 
Song,"  sweetest  at  the  last. 

.Mr.  Eaton  was  the  son  of  Eilley  k'aton  (third  of  the 
name)  and  iMinice  1  Evans)  Eaton,  and  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant from  Jonas  I'.atou, 
early  settler,  and  had  also  in 
his  \  eins  good  colonial  blood 
of  the  Kendalls,  J!urna[:)s. 
E\  anses,  Lilleys,  Smiths,  and 
Townsends.  He  married 
first,  Harriet  Walter  Oli\fr, 
of  iMaldeii,  who  diei.1  in 
1S52.  His  second  wile  was 
Eli/a  ,\nn  Kuowles.  of  Cor- 
inna,  ^[e.,  who  (.lied  in  iSStj. 
.\n  onl\-  son  sur\'i\es,  Walter 
S.  Eaton,  of  Washington. 
I ).  C.  i  lis  brother  w  ,is  the 
late  Eilley  Eaton,  and  when 
///.\  hand  forgot  its  cunning 
and  his  brain  became  still  in 
,,.  death,  leaving  the  '•Historx 

j  of  Reading"  an  uniMiblished 

■  -  book,  to  John  S.  Eaton  was 

committed  the  task  of  arrang- 
ing the  manuscript  for  the 
press,  and  adding  from  his 
own  accomplished  pen  some 
of  tiie  chapters  of  later  his- 
tory. Afr.  Eaton  was  not 
connected  by  membership 
with  .III}-  religious  societ}', 
but  he  calml)-  rested  upon  the  foundation  of  Christian 
faith  and  good-will  to  men,  and  in  his  last  days  arose  to 
serener  heights,  feeling  underneath  "the  everlasting  arms." 
Mr.  Eaton  died  .August  29,  1894,  in  the  house  where  he 
was  born. 

below  are  gi\-en  the  opening  lines  of  a  tender  tribute 
b}'  Mr.  Eaton  to  <i  near  friend  :  — 

'Neath  the  eartli's  receptive  Ijreast 

Let  tlie  moveleab  body  rest. 

Now  it  lies  a  shattered  howl, 

I'  led  the  something  we  call  soul. 

Whither  tied  ?  what  shining  sphere 

Holds  the  life  that  vanished  here? 

Past  the  grave's  iinlighted  bars. 

What  splendors  swing  beyond  the  stars  ? 

On  what  mountains,  glory  crowned. 

Are  the  viewless  footsteps  foinul  .' 

iJy  what  fountauis,  crystal  e'lear? 

In  wlial  radiant  atmosphere.' 


JOHN  SULLIVAN  EATON, 
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"  King  I'liilip's  "  aiul  the  war  "  Castiiie," 

Drew  sturdy  Reading  men, 
Under  cuniniander  brave  and  keen,      .  ' 

The  galhint  Major  Swayne. 

In  later  years  her  soldiers  stood 

Oil  (.'harlestown's  hla/.ing  hill, 
And  ancient  Concord's  field  of  blood  ; 

And  came,  us  vu/ors  still  ! 

The  record  shows  an  himdretl  men 

From  Ueatiing's  loyal  town, 
'I'll I  oi(;^/i  all  l/iiit  W'ii\  —  and  leaders  then, 

Were  Biiiu  roft,  /h  ih'ks,  and  lU  own  ;  — 

Three  eminent,  undaimted  men, 

In  Reatling's  fearless  band, 
Which  claimed  brave  soldiers,  since,  as  then, 

On  bloody  SoLithern  land. 

This  town  has  martial  si)irit  shown. 

Coeval  with  its  birth  ; 
The  t//n^e  Readings,  be  it  known, 

Held  troops  of  special  worth. 

Tlie  "  Reading  Infantry"  in  line, 

Marched  in  her  primal  days, 
And  on  the  fields  where  valor  shines 

Won  imdisputed  praise. 

Soii/h  Reading  sent  her  "  Rifles  "  out 

A  border  fort  to  hold. 
When  Revol iition's  liery  rout, 

Its  battle  thnnder  rolled. 

Her  "  Light  (luard,"  armed  and  ready,  heard 

Sumter's  opening  gun, 
And  while  the  sudden  echoes  stirred, 

Marched  on  to  Washington. 

Then  loud  o'er  quiet  inland  farms 

NV.u  's  startling  simimons  rang. 
And  ([uick  to  answer  it,  —  willi  arms, 

Their  fearless  freemen  sprang  ;  — 

l'"rom  sands  of  white  th.it  bell  the  shore, 

Wet  with  the  ocean-spray. 
To  breezy  Berkshire's  leafy  floor, 

Where  mountain  shadows  play. 

From  southern  fields  in  battle  torn. 

From  march  and  bivouac, 
Sonic  vet'rans,  bronzed  anil  service-worn. 

Were  gladly  welcomed  back. 

And  some,  alas !  in  battle  fell, 

Or  in  malarial  damp, 
And  passed  —  the  silent  ya)iks  to  swell  — 

In  F'anie's  immortal  camp. 

For  these  the  marble  shaft  we  raise. 

And  drape  Memorial  Hall  ; 
With  Love's  own  words  their  valor  praise. 

And  crown  them  martyrs  all. 

lincircled  by  her  woodland  wall, 

North  Reading  sits  aside 
And  shows  a  record  loyal  all, 

'I'hat  Well  deserves  her  pride. 

Along  her  shady  border  lines. 

The  Ipswich  seeks  the  sea  ; 
.Vnd  through  dim  aisles  of  plmny  ])ines, 

The  north  wind  wanders  free. 


In  e.irly  years  this  sid)urb  bore 

Its  stockade-shielded  walls. 
And  showed  upon  their  plank-lined  door, 

The  marks  of  Indi.m  b.iUs. 

Prompt  at  ihe  N.ilion's  battle  call, 

That  stirreil  each  shaded  glen. 
Her  (|uiet  farmers  rallied  all, 

And  furnished  six  score  men. 

This  village  boasts  of  schools  complete; 

(  )f  book-shelves  free  to  all, 
Xor  less  i)f  i;i/t  —  ornate  ami  neat, — 

I  ler  "  Flint  Memorial  Hall." 

This  ''  Second  Parish,"  early  famed. 

Its  title  "  Trecinct  "  won  ; 
And  next  may  seek,  with  fresher  name. 

To  shine  as  Ivianston . 

A  ne-ioer  name  does  Wakefiehl  show. 

Vet  claims  aneestnil  air. 
The  pure  fresh  winds  of  long  ago; 

And  A'e(u/i/it;\'!  fame  can  share. 

Where  settlers'  footsteps  early  pressed 

This  wild,  uncultured  land, 
Now  level  lawns  in  llowery  dress 

■And  sinnnier  beauty  stand. 

The  calm,  clear  lakes  receive  and  hwUl 

The  morning's  rosy  glow, 
\\  hile  starry  gleams  and  sunset's  gold 

Reflected  shine  below. 

The  gentle,  blossom-scented  breeze. 

Their  ripples  scarcely  stirs, 
Or  sways  their  border-belt  of  trees, 

The  maples,  pines,  and  firs. 

Fair  fields  aruuml  their  waters  lilne. 

Are  robed  in  freshest  green  ; 
I'lu:  hiU-tiips  crowned  with  foliage,  loo. 

Where  Wakefield  sits  —  a  (pieen. 

'•  (jneen  of  the  Rakes"  might  wi-ll  tleline 

Her  graces  that  ajjpear  ; 
.\  title,  too,  that  aptly  suits 

Her  sunlit  waters  clear.  ; 

<« 

Her  classic  halls  and  churches  neat. 

This  hall  in  which  we  stand. 
The  library,  beneath  our  feet, 

Alike  our  praise  demand. 

No  marvel  that  the  people  prize 

Her  charming,  scenic  gems, 
.And  guitle  the  stranger's  searching  eyes 

To  lake's  attractive  hems. 

Nor  less,  perhaps,  her  sehools  may  praise. 

Her  loyal  ivV'/V  fame. 
To  which  in  these  superior  tlays 

A'etiiling\vAi,  equal  claim. 

Where  Lakeside  Park,  in  verdure  dressed. 
Slopes  down  to  meet  the  waves, 

Its  graceful  lawn  by  thousands  pressetl,  — 
The  "settlers  "  made  their  graves. 

Where,  from  pavilion's  airy  floor, 

Ki(  h  music  pours  its  flood, 
In  those  inujiiiet  days  of  yore, 

Reading's  first  tombstones  slood. 
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From  mold  tu  mirth,  —  from  grave  to  gay, 

To  joyous  tones  from  tears; 
Tims  aiiLieiit  landmarks  fade  away, 

With  passage  of  the  years. 

of  the  clilcsl  signs  remain, 
I  )escendants'  feet  to  guide, 
(  In  bree/y  mount,  or  peopletl  plain, 
(  )r  ripjiled  lakes  beside. 

ISut  one  we  note,  on  "  Cowdrey's  "  hill,  — 

The  dwelling  stained  and  okl, 
O'er  whose  gray  roof,  inibrokeii  still, 

'I'wo  huntlred  years  have  rolled. 

When  Wenepoykin  and  his  braves 
Marched  inlanil  from  the  shore, 

lieside  the  Saugus'  slender  waves, 
Their  ti ml  its  woodlands  bore. 

The  Sachem  and  his  tribe  have  gone  ; 

Faded  that  leafy  trail  ; 
And  o'er  their  border  caniping-groimd, 

The  ocean  tempests  wail. 

-Along  that  shailed,  wintling  way. 
Where  still  the  woodlands  are. 

And  with  a  meteor's  sparkling  play, 
Rolls  on  I'/i'tV/vV  Ldv' 

Rolls  down  through  wootls  of  ancient  Lynn 

To  touch  Atlantic  swell  ; 
The  town  that  saw  its  life  bc'^in. 

Of  WakelieUrs.vvfTf'M  to  tell. 

In  eighteen  hundred  sixty-eight, 
When  Wakefield  donned  its  name, 

With  all  its  scenic  charms  elate, 
A  poet,  lacking  fame,  — 

In  nature's  beauties  not  unversetl. 

And  with  a  nati\e's  pride. 
Some  graces  that  he  saw,  rehearsetl, 

i\nd  also  prophesied. 

Now  that  the  "(Greater  Iiost(jn  "  rings 

In  ten-mile-circles  fall, 
\Ve  may,  with  more  important  tilings, 

That  prophecy  recall :  — 

"  The  city  from  her  triple  hills. 

With  ocean-girdle  boimd. 
Already  looks  toward  mount. lin-riUs, 

.Selecting  ampler  ground  ; 

ilas  gathered  now,  rich.  Highland  farms, 

And,  overcrowded  thus. 
Northward  may  stretcli  embracing  arms 

A  lid  lios/oii  come  to  us  !  ' ' 

As  on  the  Heeting  cycles  run, 

.\nd  year  to  year  succeeds. 
The  gains  by  fathers'  perils  won, 

lleconie  their  children's  meeds. 

All  honor  to  the  rugged  men, 

Who  claimed  tliese  lakelet  rims, 

-And  in  the  forest,  swaying  then, 
-Sang  Covenanters'  hymns. 

.So  live-tinies-lifty  changeful  years 

1  Live  joined  the  a,ges  dead, 
.And  brought  with  sunshine  or  with  tears, 

The  siiioother  jjaths  we  tread. 


l''oi  us  the  fruits  th.it  h'reedoui  yields, 

I  .uscious  ,ind  golden-grown, 
For  us,  from  .Art's  encliauting  fields, 

Sced-|)e.irls,  —  there  witlely  sown  ; 

For  us  the  wires  in  se.i  and  >ur, 

M.iy  magic  message  bring. 
Its  words  of  joy  or  sorrow  bear 

Swift  on  the  lightnin,g's  wing; 

For  lis  the  aids  of  modern  skill, 

Vox  ptciisiii  c  antl  for  need  : 
The  royal  realm  by  Seieine  lilled. 

The  century's  crowning  meed  ! 

Before  us  shines  sereiier  light. 

For  willing  feet  to  try, 
And  fresh,  green  fields  our  steps  invite, 

lliMieatli  .1  golilen  sky. 

Soiiietiiiie — in  ye, us  to  be  unrolled, 

I'leyond  our  ])resent  ken, 
The  hour,  by  |)ro|)het-bard  foretokl. 

Shall  cheer  the  hearts  of  men  ;  — 

.Shall  usher  in  a  peaceful  age. 

Relieved  of  War's  alarms. 
When  gentle  arts  alone  engage, 

Aiul  Love  displays  its  charms. 

That  blissful  era,  distant  still, 

-And  beautiful  ///  dretuns. 
The  waiting  world  with  joy  sli.iU  hll, 

With  its  first  iiioi  iiing-gleanis. 

'I'hc  poem  was  read  by  -Miss  Flalon  witli  w  spirit  ami 
e-xpression  tiiat  won  tiie  favor  and  plaudits  of  her  hearers, 
and  some  of  the  nkler  [)ersons  in  the  audience  remem- 


EMMA  FLORENCE  EATON. 

bered  it  was  her  ^randfatiier,  the  late  Hon.  Lilley  Katon, 
who  delivered  the  bi-centennial  poem  at  Reading,  in  1844. 

Mr.  John  S.  Katon  composed  the  foregoing  poem  dur- 
ing the  intervals  of  pain  occasioned  by  a  wasting  disease. 
His  days  came  to  an  end  not  many  weeks  after  the  cele- 
bration, and  tile  lieatitifnl  |)rodtiction  was  the  last  expres- 
sion of  his  genius. 
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OF  TIIF,  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  Rl'.DDlNC 
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Dudley  I'.Lick's  "  Fcstiv.il  Hymn"  was  llien  sweetly 
rendered  by  the  seliuol  chorus. 

The  chairuian  liien  called  for  an  address  from  the 
jjjenial  representative  of  Keadinj;'  in  the  following  "  local 
notice  '" : 

The  old  puiiplc  i.if  llic  uUl  LtAViis  gol  along  very  well  lugetlier  aiul 
dwell  in  liai  iniiny  until  some  pi  ior  to  the  last  w'.w  with  (Ireat  l!ril,iin, 


■  '    ■  ■         RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  L.  HAWKES,      '  . 
Mail!  Street,  WakeliL-ld. 

when  there  ai  ose  ilillei  eiices  of  opinion  npon  political  titiestioiis, 
,iinl  these  (lillereiiees  of  opinion  uere  not  only  cariietl  into  ptililic 
alfairs,  hut  into  sot  ial  life. 

The  |)eople  at  Wootl  I'aid  ami  Xoi  th  I'reciiiet  were  .strong  I'ederal- 
ists,  ami  in  the  south  part  republican  democrats. 
.\  tli\ision  of  the  town  in  1S12  was  the  result.  As 
in  many  a  moderit  family,  the  children  were  the 
sUonger,  and  ihey  took  with  them  the  records,  the 
"household  gods,"  and  the  name  as  well.  Happily 
all  feelings  liave  passed  away,  and  the  towns  now 
dwell  in  ludjrohen  harmony,  rejoicing  together  in 
each  other's  prosperity  and  li.ippiness.  I  intro- 
duce I'red  W.  Hatch,  of  Kcidini'. 


euls,  have  coni  entrain!  their  or.itorical  powei  s  in  thi'  pi-isoiis  <it  [\\<i 
or  three  citi/.cns,  nolalilv  in  the  lion,  ilorao;  (i.  W'adlin,  whose 
oration  you  ha\e  heard  to-day.  No  one  in  this  audience  will  doulit 
the  success  of  the  pl.m.  .'\nd  sct  my  service  is  a  \ery  easv  one,  for 
I  am  entitled  to  ado|)l  the  device  of  the  got)d  Imt  l.i/y  man  in  the 
verv  old  story  that  so  many  of  you  have  heard.  1  \c,  you  know, 
p.isteil  .1  1  opy  ot  the  I  ord's  I'r.iyer  on  his  lietl-post,  and  with  the  in- 
dor'-cnieiil,  "Those  are  my  sentiments,"  tinned  comfoitalily  mlo 
lieil  with  that  serenity  of  mind  whii  h  lollows  the  1  onsciousncss  of 
duty  nobly  perfoi  tiled.  1  also  can  s.iv  of  the  (jr.ition, 
'I'hose  are  my  sentiments."  [  have  always  liked 
,    ■■•  Wakefield,  long  before  m\  residence  in  Reading  eii- 

i.  gendered  that  Coiliinon  feeling  which  unites  the  tliice 

communities  of  Wakefield,  Xorth  Reading,  .mil  Read- 
ing in  bonds  of  family  affection. 

1  once  endeavored  to  lieconie  a  resident  here. 
Years  ago,  I  was  younger  then,  I  cherished  the  del  11- 
sion  th.it  I  had  in  nie  the  elements  of  which  success- 
ful farmers  are  m.ide,  aiul  I  came  here  farm  iiiiiiling. 
I  w.is  at  the  time  siilfeiing  from  .111  epidemic  which 
was  [)revaient  tlien,  and  which  ever  since  hascoiiiiti  d 
its  victims  by  the  tlious.iiids,  .is  il  has  swe])t  .iloug  in 
ils  relentless  course.     I  had  "hen  fe\er." 

The  lioston  real  estate  agent  seemed  glad  to  see  nie; 
he  bi  igliteiied  more  at  the  statement  of  my  err.iiid,  put 
on  his  magnifying  glasses,  oiled  his  tongue,  and  sailed 
in.  I  remember  his  saying,  "  Wakeheld  w.is  a  growing 
town,"  anil  in  my  innocence  1  thought  il  must  be 
especi.dly  lilted  to  the  growth  of  agiic  ul  tiir.il  pi  oil  nets. 
He  had  in  charge  se\ eral  bits  of  I'.ir.idise,  ( bii  dens 
■  of  Eden,  dropped  down  here  in  W.ikelield,  .mil  1  drove 

in  fr.iiuic  haste  to  one,  meanly  congraliilatiiig  myself 
on  the  stiipiility  of  other  men  who  h.id  neglected  to  enter  therein. 
I  reached  the  spot,  i'.iradise  it  might  have  been  according  to  lohn 
\\'intliroi)'s  ideal,  which,  .is  Mr.  W.ullin  h.is  just  told  us,  eonsisted 
in  the  .ibseiice  of  beef  and  mutton,  in  thanking  the  Lord  th.it  they 


Address  in  hehalf  of  Reading 
\V.  Match  :  — 


My.  Chdii  iiiiiit ^  Liulics  and  Ijciitli'iiicii  :  When  I 
think  of  my  position  here  1  am  reminded  of  Rope's 
lines  upon  the  (lies  found  embedded  in  .inibei, 
which,  .Is  I  recollect,  run  like  this  :  - 


'l"lic  lliini;s  llu-msei\L-s 
We  niilv  «  Dllller,  liow  III 


lire  neither  lieii  nur  rare, 
;  tle\il  lliey  ^<it  lliere," 


.\nd  I  wonder  how  I  got  here;  it's  a  novel  position 
for  me  to  occupy. 

The  invitation  sent  us  to  name  a  speaker  for  this 
short  address  ran  the  risk  of  being  lost  in  commit- 
tees, for  we  revel  in  committees  over  in  Reading 
now.    We  are  .dl  on  committees.    When  you  go  over 
there  to-moi  row  you  will  see  us  in  proud  array  — 
gorgeous  in  onr  badges.    .'Vs  I  was  saying,  your  com- 
munication, having  safely  jxissed  through  the  com- 
mittees, finally  reached  the  board  of  selectmen,  that  house  of  refuge 
for  all  astrays,  and  I  was  delegated  to  select  our  representative. 
While  I  was  engaged  in  tlie  search,  Mr.  I'.iiker,  chairman  of  the 
joint  committee  (you  see  how  committees  come  in  again),  a  neigh- 
bor of  mine,  sent  over  my  n.ime,  a  veiy  neighborly  act,  you  will 
all  admit.     Rut  it  was  all  right,  foi  the  wide-.iwake  people  of  Read- 
ing determined  to  leali/.e,  in  fullest  measure,  the  advantages  which 
result  from  the  division  of  labor  in  the  development  of  special  lal- 


RESIOENCE  OF  MISS  ELIZABETH  E.  BOIT.  ■ 
Ritii.irdsiiii  .Avenue,  W.ikelield. 

were  not  wanted.  .\niong  other  trilling  objections  to  the  premises 
was  the  view  from  the  front  windows,  of  a  neighboring  yard,  where 
the  top  of  a  retired  milk  wagon  had  been  utilized  as  a  henhouse. 

Ill  all  my  study  of  poultry  jonrn.ds  I  had  ne\er  read  of  wagon-lop 
hencoops,  and  1  regarded  it  as  an  innovation  not  to  be  coimteiiam  ed 
by  me. 

When  looking  at  anoiher  place,  w.is  attracted  bv  the  apiiearance 
of  a  line,   w  ell-appoiii  teil  farm,  inimedi.itel)'  adjoining  which,  up.iii 
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TWO  llUNDRKl)  AND  I'l        I'.TI  I  A  \  N  1 Y  I'.KS  A  K  V 


AMONCi  those  who  liave  come  to  our  shores  from 
foreign  hinds  and  made   their   liomes   in  South 
Reading  or  Wakefield,  few  have  proved  better  citizens 
than  Josepii  Conneli.    Mr.  Connell  was  born  in  London- 
derry, in  the   mirthern  part  of  Irehrnd,  about  the  year 
1S27.     liis  early  )'ears  were  spent  upon  tiie  iiome  farm 
wiiere  lie  olitained  tiie  elements  of  education  and  learned 
how  to  work,  and  the  habits  of  thrift,  honesty,  and  tem- 
perance.    ISeinjj;  determined  to  make  his  own  way  in  life, 
and  desirous  of  seeing  sometiiing  of  the  world,  he  left 
home  and  the  friends  of  his  youth  and  came  to  America 
to  seek  his  fortune.    For  a  few  years  he  had  hard  work  in 
pushing  his  way,  hrst  in  New  Vork,  and  later  in  Lowell, 
in  which  last  named  city  he  met  with  a  misfortune  in 
having  a  disease  of  the  hip,  which  when  cured  left  him 
with  a  permanent  lameness.     l-'rom  Lowell  he  went  to 
Reading,    living     with  Mr. 
[oseph  L.  Pratt,  and  learned 
t  h  e    trade  o  f  shoemaker. 
After  a  few  years  he  came  to 
South  Reading,  about  i860, 
and  purchased  a  small  farm 
on    Salem    Street,  formerly 
owned  by  Thomas  Skinner, 
and  de\oted  himself  praeli- 
c:ally  to  the  milk  business, 
which  he  managed  with  such 
industry  and  good  judgment 
that  he  became  notably  suc- 
cessful.  After  eighteen  years 
of    prosperous    activit\',  he 
sold  out  his  retail  milk  Ijusi- 
ness,  a  few  years  before  his 
death,    a  n  d   thereafter  dis- 
posed of  ins  nutritious  tluitl 
at    wholesale.     Mr.  C'onnell 
was  marrietl    in    New  \'ork 
.City  about  the  year  1S57  to 
Miss    Catherine    Darr.di,  a 
young   lady   like   himself  a 
nati\e  of  I,ondonderry,  and 
with  whom  he  passed  a  long 
and  happ}'  wedded  life,  siie 
being    the    sinvivor.  Two 
children  remain  as  the  fruit  of  this  union,  Mv.  Joseph  H. 
Connell  and  Mr.  Phigh  Connell,  both  well-known  citizens 
of  Waketield.      Mr.  Connell  died  suddenly  from  heart 
failure,  Feb.  28,  18^5,  at  his  home  on  Salem  Street.  iJe 
had  been  about  the  town  as  usual  uj)  to  the  last  day  of 
his  life,  and  the  tidings  of  his  departure  caused  a  great 
shock  in  the  community,  of  which  he  was  a  valued  mem- 
ber.    .\.  large  concourse  of  people  of  all  denominations 
attended   his  funeral  at  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church, 
attesting  the  respect  and  affection  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
and  his  remains  found  peaceful  sepulture  in  St.  Patrick's 
Cemetery  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Stoneham. 

When  Mr.  Connell  became  a  resident  of  the  town  and 
an  owner  of  real  estate  therein,  he  cast  his  lot  with  this 
people  in  a  w  liole-hearled  way  and  at  once  manifested 
his  interest  in  the  best  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  con- 


stantly worked  for  its  progress  along  lines  of  material, 
moral,  and  social  developments.  lie  was  an  acti\e  num- 
ber of  the  Wakeheld  Iloriicultural  and  Agricultur.d 
Society  and  the  Waketield  board  of  Trade,  and  freipiently 
served  on  committees  of  these  societies,  lie  was  an  ex- 
cellent farmer  and  gardener,  and  was  otten  .iwardt-d 
premiums  for  farm  products  at  the  local  fairs,  lie  was 
many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Wakefield  Savings  Hank  and 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  the  evening 
before  his  death.  He  was  generally  present  at  town 
meetings  as  a  matter  of  duty,  and  manifested  an  intelli- 
gent interest  and  a  conservative  public  spirit  in  munici- 
pal affairs.  In  1880,  188 1,  and  1882  he  was  chosen  one 
of  the  highway  surveyors,  and  for  several  years  rendered 
faithful  service  on  the  board  of  o\-erseers  of  the  poor. 
Mr.  Connell  had  especially  strong  feelings  on  the  subject 

of  temperance,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  total 
abstinence  from  intoxicating 
licpiors.  He  was  a  member 
of  St.  b'Seph's  T  o  t  a  1 
Abstinence  Society,  and 
made  his  senlin:ents  and 
influence  felt  in  fa\in-  of 
this  great  moral  reform  in 
the  familiar  intercourse  o  I 
dail\'  life. 

Mr.  Connell  was  owner  of 
considerable  real  estate  in 
the  town.  The  prominent 
brick  block  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Mechanic  Streets 
was  erected  by  him  jointly 
with  Mr.  Thomas  ('urle)', 
and  is  still  kinjwn  to  ihe 
public  as  Cfjnnell  and 
Curley's  block,  being  at  tlie 
\'er\-  center  of  business  in 
Wakeheld. 

.Mr.  Connell  was  a  man 
modest  and  unassuming  in 
his  manner,  and  not  forward 
to  express  or  insist  on  his 
own  opinions,  but  friends 
and  neighbors  learned  to  prize  ^lim  for  his  biolheil)' 
spirit,  his  sound  judgment,  and  his  strict  integrity-  Many 
of  his  townspeople  when  in  trouble,  knew  of  his  kind 
anil  bene\'olent  heart,  and  where  to  find  a  wise  adviser 
and  s_\'mpathizing  friend. 

Though  not  a  native  here,  nor  "to  the  manner  born," 
Mr.  Connell  manifested  a  genuine  affection  for  the  town  of 
his  adoption.  He  was  jealous  of  her  good  name  and 
loyal  to  her  highest  interests.  When  the  movement  for 
the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  and  incorporation  of  the  old  tow  11 
was  in  progress,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  vice-presidents 
of  the  general  committee,  and  with  enthusiasm,  assisted 
to  make  the  memorable  (ek-bration  a  success.  The  new 
world  would  be  glad  to  recei\e  and  welcome  from  the  old 
world  an  army  of  such  citizens  as  Joseph  Connell. 


JOSEPH  CONNELL. 
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iii(|iiiry  I  found  to  be  your  town  farm.  I  sluidderetl,  for  I 
1  cnieniliLTud  that  niy  friends  and  relatives  had  united  in  lifting  up  a 
(onniion  cry  at  my  folly  and  predii:tL-d  the  poorhouse  as  my  final 
htjuie.     It  was  too  ominously  suggestive. 

Ancjlher  plaee  visited,  like  the  surface  of  our  great  globe,  a|)peared 
to  consist  of  three  parts  water  and  one  part  land,  and  I  thought  of 
my  hens.    1  had  not  the 

fertility  of  mind  which  ■  ,      ■  : 

cliaracterizeil     Mayor        .     ■    ,   .    ,      ,     ,       _  . 

f'ireen  of  lioston.     An-   r- —  .  ...  

other  old  story,  but  it  ■  . 

hts.  .     ■  "  . 

A  certain  citi/en  vis- 
ited the  mayor's  ollice 
and  demanded  that  his 
cellar  be  pumped  out  or 
his  hens  would  dr<.)\vn, 
and  was  advised  by  the 
mayor  to  sell  hi-^  hens 
and  buy  ducks.  I  didn't 
think  of  that.  A  friend 
of  mine  here  at  last  told 
me  that  no  one  who  had 
a  good  estate  in  Wake- 
field would  sell  it  on 
any  terms,  but  in  Read- 
ing happily  1  fountl  an 
old  sea-captain,  who, 
having  linished  his  ex- 
perience   farming,  was 

willing,  for  a  consideration,  to  transfer  to  me  his  educational 
advantages. 

When  I  recall  our  cordial  welcome  antl  the  many  happy  years  of 
residence  in  Keailiiig  ;  when  I  think  of  the  pretty  town,  of  the  char- 
acter of  her  people,  of  the  many  opportunities  for  the  highest  social 
enjoyment,  I  bear  Wakefield  no  malice  that  she  turned  me  away. 
Surely  the  most  loyal  of  Wakefield's  citi/.ens  can  be  pardoned  if  he 
regards,  with  lilial  jiride,  the  "  mother"  town's  preeminence.  That's 
the  way,  Mr.  (  hairman,  we  look  upon  the  matter  in  Reading. 

The  representative  of  Nortii  Reading  was  presented 
to  the  company  witli  the  following  fraternal  words,  by  the 
chairman  :  ■ — 

Nothing  is  truer  than  the  doctrine  of  heredity.    North  Reading, 


RESIOEnCE  OF  BENJAMIN  F.  BARNARD 
M.iin  Street,  Lakuside,  W.ikehcld. 


In  this  year,  also,  .S.injuul  Dunton  and  wife  were  summoned  to 
court  ''  to  answer  for  not  attending  |)ublic  w(irslnp  on  the  l^ord's 
Day." 

Ill  1(155,  there  were  twenty  slaves,  foiiiteeii  males  .md  six  tein.iles. 
The  universe  w.is  fcjundcd  011  the  plan  of  progress,  .iiid  failing 
to  gather    insi)iration  from  our   surroundings,    we  finil  ourselves 

far  belfjw  a  re.isoiiable 
staiulard,  in  the  l.ipse  of 
years. 

la  vain  we  look  about 
us  for  a  comparison  of 
our  lack  of  energy  and 
enterprise.  Many  towns 
have  outstripped  us  in 
the  force  necess.iry  to 
be  brought  into  reipii- 
,>ition,  in  order  to  ulti- 
mate success. 

We  have  some  noble 
characters,  w  h  o  have 
shown  a  comnieiulable 
degree  of  thrift  .md 
power  of  endurance,  but 
we  are  a  conservative 
people,  and  in  the  dec- 
ades just  past  that  prin- 
ciple has  [.irevailed  and 
still  prevails. 

T  h  e    coming    in  of 
young  people  from  the 
ISritish  Provinces,  witli  unlimitetl  business  capacity,  when  united 
with  our  native  element,  will,  we  trust,   result  favorably  to  our 
community. 

Their  energy  must  develop  increasing  business  facilities,  until 
these  streets  shall  widen  and  lengthen  even  to  the  mountain's  base, 
and  on  the  banks  of  Ipswich  River  mills  and  factories  shall  rise, 
manned  by  an  intelligent  and  energetic  class  of  laborers. 

''  Then  palaces  shall  rise,"  mayhap,  and  the  ''  son  shall  finish  wli.il 
his  short-lived  sire  began."  For  North  Reading  is  •' beautiful  for 
situation,"  and  great  things  may  yet  be  accomplished. 


now  has  a  beautiful  home  and  a  growing  and  prosperous  family.  .She 
had  not  forgotten  the  struggle  of  1S12,  but  she  jiarted  from  the 
old  hearth  in  a  more  kindly  spirit.  It  was  a  fresh  illustration  of 
the  old  proverb,  "'Just  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree  is  inclined." 
I  present  Rev.  (lilbert  R.  lient,  of  North  Reading. 


Address, 
R.  lient. 


in  behalf  of  North  Reading,  by  Rev.  (iilberl 


On  the  14th  of  December,  1S43,  thirteen  of  the  citizens  of  North 
Reading  joined  with  the  committees  of  Reading  and  Wakefield,  to 
mature  plans  to  celebrate  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  town.  After  fifty  years  only  one  of  the  thirteen 
remains  witlv-iis,  Charles  1'.  Howard,  an  honorable  man  and  a  just  one. 

In  the  brief  time  allotted  us,  we  can  present  but  few  thoughts  by 
contrast. 

In  165S,  the  town  of  Reading  ordered  "the  minister's  pay  to  be 
one  third  in  wheat  and  barley,  one  third  in  pease  and  rye,  one  third 
butter  and  corn  meal." 

It  also  ordered  that  "  every  dog  that  comes  to  the  meeting  after 
this  present  day,  either  on  Lord's  Day  or  Lecture  Day — e.xcept  it 
be  their  dog  that  pay  for  a  dog-whipper  —  the  owner  thereof  shall 
pay  sixpence  for  every  time  they  come  to  the  meeting." 

In  l(^>72,  the  court  ordered  that  ''all  such  women  as  are  con- 
victed before  anypiopcr  court  or  ni.igistrate  of  1  .riling  or  scolding, 
shall  be  gagged,  or  set  in  a  diiJ;iiii;-stool  and  dippt-d  over  head  and 
ears  in  salt  or  fresh  water,"  as  the  court  .shall  order. 


REV.  GILBERT  R.  BENT. 

Tradition  tells  us  thai  ''  I'arson  .Stone,  a  man  of  high  repute  'in 
the  good  old  days,'  refused  to  sell  an  inch  of  his  land  for  the 
establishing  of  the  institution  now  known  as  '  Andover  Theological 
.Seminary'  .mil  I'hillips  .\iademy,  Kst  the  boys  sliou!<l  iLci/  ///r 
.^/.//.■.-■." 

lletter  have  gi\  en  his  kuiil  and  planted  another  orcharil. 


'IVVO  HlFNDRKl)  AND  FIl'TIKril  A  N  N  1  V  I'.RSA  k  Y 


CllARLKS   DLITl'ON,  M.  I).,  was  l)oin  in  Acton, 
Mass.,  June  nj,  1^39,  liis  parents  hein^'  Solomon 
Lane  l)utton  and  (  )li\  e  Charlotte  (  1 1 utcliinson  )  l)iitton. 
lla\'in^"    lilted    himself    for   the   stud)'  of   medicine,  he 
entered  tiie  ollice  of  Alfied  .A.  (lerrish,  M.  1).,  of  Mont 
Vernon,   N.   II.,  as  a  pu|)il  in   March,    1 S60,  atlendini; 
medical  lectures  the  same  \e.\r  at  I'ittslield,  Mass.  Sub- 
seciuenlly  becomiiii;  a  student  of  Levi  Howard.-  M.  1)., 
of  Chelmsford,  he  attended  lectures  at  Harvard  Medical 
College  during;  the  winter  of  1861-62,  graduating'  from 
that  institution  in  Afarch,  1863.     Si.x  months  pre\'ious  to 
receix  ing  his  diploma,  having  at  the  suggestion  of  the  l.Ue 
John   E.  Tyler,  M.   I).,  superintendent  of  the  McLean 
As\'luni  for  Insane,  gi\'en  special  attention  to  jiiental  and 
ner\'ous  disease,  he  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  I  )r. 
Tyler,  app(jinted  sei:ond  assistant  phx'sician  to  the  Xew 
1  lampshire   Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  Se|)t.  i,  1.S62,  where 
he  remained   until  Jime  30, 
1863,  when  upon  the  recom- 
mendaticjn  of    Dr.   Jesse  1'. 
]!ancroft,  superintendent  of 
the  as\'lum,  he  recei\ed  the 
api)oinlment  of  second  assis- 
tant |)h)-.siciaii  to  the  Illinois  ' 
State  Hospital  forthe  Insane, 
at  Jackson\ ille.  111.,  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  the  oliice, 
Jul}'  4,   1863,  and  was  pro- 
moted the  same  year  to  the 
position    of     lirst  assistant 
pii^'sician,  holding  the  ollice 
until  he  resigned  in  March, 
1  868. 

( )n  his  resignation  the 
following  rescjlutions  were 
adoptei!  h)-  the  trustees  and 
placed  upon  the  records  of 
the  institution  : 

State  of  lUiiU-iis.  i 
Hospital  for  thu  Iiisaiit', 
Superiiitc'iuleiu's  ( )tlicL',  [ 
JiicUsonville,  March  4,  i,S6S. 
Il'/nii'i/s,  Charles  Dtitton,  M.  I )., 
lirst    assistant    physician    to  tlic 

Illinois  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  has  tendered  his  resignation,  there- 
fore, 

Kciolvcd,  Til, It  we,  the  trustees  of  said  institution,  very  reluctantly 
accept  such  resignation,  very  nuich  regretting  that  the  failing  liealth 
of  Dr.  Dutton's  wife  should  make  a  change  of  locality  desirable,  and 
thai  this  institution  shouhl  be  thus  deprived  of  his  very  valuable 
services. 

J\L-sohv</,  That  we  hereby  cheerfully  tender  to  Dr.  Dutton  our 
acknowledgment  of  the  superior  services  by  him  rendered  the  State 
during  his  connection  (for  nearly  five  years)  with  this  institution. 

A'c-soh'c't/,  That  from  our  intimate  acquaintance  with  Iiiin,  we 
recognize  in  Dr.  Dutton  the  able,  faithful,  and  devoted  official,  the 
accomplished  practitioner  and  the  humane  gentleman. 

K.  G.  Miner,  /'/v.r/VAv//,  Josei)h  T.  Kccles, 

Fernando  Jones, 
Isaac  I,.  Morrison. 


CHARLES  DUTTON,  M.  D. 


Krancis  A.  I  Foffman, 
Richard  ( ".  I  >uiin. 


Leaving.  Illinois  with  his  family,  for  their  home  in 
Chelmsford,  .Mass.,  and  having  no  plans  for  tiie  imme- 


diate lulure,  he  a\  , tiled  himsell  ol  the  o|)|>oi  tiiiiii  \  lor 
a  '■  |)osl  graduate  "  sttnl)-  in  .New  \'ork,  sidise(|uenlly 
enleiing  general  practise  in  Tyngshoi ough,  where  he 
rem. lined  for  twentx-three  \i.'ars  euthusi.isticall)'  engaged 
in  tile  [iractise  of  ids  profession,  heing  honorc'd  by  Ids 
professional  l)retlit\'n  by  .ippointment  sue  cessi \  el)'  1<j 
ililferent  official  ))osition^  in  the  Disliict  Medici!  .Sociel) 
(.Middlesex  North)  up  to  and  including  its  presidenc)-,  [u 
which  he  was  twice  elected.  His  leanings  were  low.irds 
the  specialt)'  of  mental  diseases,  and  he  would  have  con- 
tinued in  lujspital  jjiactise,  but  for  the  illness  of  his  wife, 
the  d.uigliter  of  1  )e,i.  I).i\ id  I'erham,  of  ( 'helmsford, 
wiiich  compelled  his  return  to  New  Engl.ind.  where,  how- 
ever, she  continued  to  fail  imtil  her  death.  It  was  tli.\t 
she  might  be  near  her  home  thai  he  entered  upon  pwn  lise 
in  TA  iigsb<jrough.     He  was  .ilterwards  marrietl  to  another 

(  helmsloicl  lad)'.  Miss  Caro- 
line  A.   I'.iikhursl,  and  has 
'  li\'e    children,    the  eldest,  a 

daughter, Susan  \.,b\'  his  lirst 
wife,  and  I'aul,  Richard, 
Riberot,  and  llojie  b\'  his 
second  wife.  He  was  acti\'el\- 
engaged  in  the  welf.ire  of 
:  'ryngsborougli,  as  ,i  member 
of  the  School  Commitlee,  as 
superintendent  of  si  hoofs, 
and  trustee  <.A  the  Public 
Librar\'.  He  labored  success- 
full)'  to  seciu'e  tlie  construc- 
tion of  the  iron  bridge  across 
the  .Merrimack  al  liiat  place, 
the  iniblic  need  r)f  which  he 
saw  repealetliv  appe.iring  be- 
hu'e  the  legislature  to  urge  its 
necessity.  Lor  more  than 
t\s'ent)'  )'ears  he  took  no  x  aca- 
tion,  but  soon  .ifler  the  death 
of  Ins  seccMid  wife,  which  fol- 
lowed a  brief  illness  in  l  eb- 
ruar)',  j88y,  he  threw  oil  the 
professional  h.irness  for  a 
season  and  sought  needed 
rest  in  a  trip  to  fairope  in 
company  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Irish,  of  Lowell,  \'isiting  m.ui)' 
places  of  interest  in  Grea^  liritain,  hrance,  Ital),  and 
Switzerland,  but  spending  the  greater  part  of  tlie  lime 
ill  the  hospitals  of  i'aris  and  Londoii.  Returning,  he 
resumed  practise  and  continued  his  residence  in  T')  iigs- 
borough  until  April,  1891,  when  an  auspicious  opening 
unexpectedly  occurred  in  Wakefield.  He  saw  thai  the 
time  had  come  for  a  change  and  he  immediately  cast  his 
lot  with  the  people  of  Wakefield,  the  home  of  his  wife, 
ALiry  L.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  I ).  Mansfield,  a  physician 
of  enviable  reputation,  hut  now  retired  from  active  prac- 
tise. In  this  new  lield  he  again  entered  intf>  the  duties 
and  res]X)nsibililies  of  an  active  professional  life  :  church 
and  other  social  relations  were  Ir.insferred  from  the  old 
III  the  new  home,  and  he  al  oiii  r'  became  ideiililii'd  as  a 
citizen  with  the  inleresls  of  ihe  town. 
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()!''  Till';  AN( 'I  I'.NT  TOWN  ol'   klsl  )l  )l  N(  1. 


The  (own  was  lionored  years  ago  as  the  seat  of  a  iiuisii.al  insti- 
tute, iiiuler  the  leadersliip  of  Mr.  George  K.  Ivoot,  a  man  not  un- 
known to  fame  in  the  musical  worltl.  The  "  Root  Farm,"  now 
owneii  by  J.  S.  I-'.isenhraun,  is  still  one  of  the  pict ures(|ue  adorn- 
ments of  the  town. 

In  our  Civil  War  the  town  showed  a  commendable  patriotism, 
furnishing  promptly  her  <piota  of  men. 

Flint  Memorial  llall  —  the  i>ri(le  of  the  town  — is  one  of  tiie 
many  benefactions  of  Mrs.  Harriet  N  Mint,  of  Wakefield,  "  an  elect 
lady,"  now  the  widow  of  .Mr.  C  harles  1'.  Mint,  one  of  our  respected 
and  [irospcTous  citizens. 

( )in- churches  have  been  blessed  with  faithful  pastors  who  have 
won  many  to  a  better  life,  by  holding  up  tiie  truth  and  preaching 
the  Word  of  life. 

Our  schools  are  moving  on  to  a  more  successful  futtire,  .seeking 
in  consolidation  ;i  more  e.'tcellent  way. 

I.I.ST  OF  C1':\TFNAUIANS. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Sheldon  Howard,  mother  of  I'dbridge,  86,  and 
("harles  l'.,.S.|,  dieil  Oct.  20,  iNS:;,  aged  102  years,  2  months,  13 
d.iys.  Mrs.  Sarah  Fatoii,  died  March,  1S58,  aged  102  years, 
months,  3  days.  Mrs.  Lucinda  S.  I'arker,  died  Feb.  20,  18S0,  aged 
104  years,  )  monlhs,  8  days.  Mr.  Samuel  .Sims,  died  August  21, 
iS5i,aged97  years.  Mrs.  Sarah  Flint,  died  August  20,  1892,  aged 
95  years,  11  months.  Mr.  IJavid  I'arker,  died  A[)ril 
2r,  1847,  aged  93  ye.irs.  Mr.  Silas  jeflry,  dieil  Jan. 
23,  1S92,  aged  92  years,  4  months,  24  d.iys.  Mr. 
Samuel  Jelfry,  ilied  Jan.  24,  1892,  aged  90  years. 
Flisha  Jcffry,  tiled  Sept.  18,  1892,  aged  89  years,  3 
months,  6  days.  Mi'.  Timothy  Dame,  died  July  2, 
1S.S6,  aged  85  years,  11  months,  13  days. 

OUR  oi,i>i':sT  DWFLi.i.vc;  iiousi';s. 

Rev.  Daniel  I'utn.im,  b<jru  Nov.  12,  161)5,  built  the 
house  now  occupied  by  (ieo.  II.  I'utn.im,  fifth  genera- 
tion. First  painted  house,  Mr.  Warren  Faton's  pres- 
ent dwelling.  Congregational  Parsonage,  Rev.  I). 
Kilburn,  Dec.  Joseph  Cook's  house  and  the  house 
now  occupied  by  C.  A.  Dockliam. 

Total  valuation  of  property  in  i860  .  ^^564, 691 
.,  1890    .     .  529,725 

Decline  ■t^34,9(''' 
You  will  discover  plainly  that  we  are  not  a  grasping  -"^r 
people.  We  are  glad  and  thankfid  for  the  jirosperily 
of  our  mother  and  sister,  and  we  have  been  moved 
to  emulate  them,  and  have  depended  upon  steam  to 
supplement  our  weakness,  ami  alre.idy  we  feel  the 
first  impulses  of  elec  tric  |)Ower  and  are  hoping  we  may  be  wafteil 
into  the  regions  of  highest  prosperity,  etc. 

'Fhe  total  valuation  of  Nortli  Reading  in  1890.  What  is  it.' 
"Tell  it  not  in  (lath,  [jublish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon 
(Reading),"  nor  in  the  town  hall  at  Wakefield. 

Followin^i;-  the  addie.ss  of  Mr.  lient,  the  anniver.saiy 
liymn  from  the  talented  pen  of  a  gentleman  of  Wakefield, 
.Mr.  Samuel  .Vbholt,  w.is  sung  with  happy  effect  by  the 
High  School  chorus : — 

COMMEHORATIVE  HYHN. 

liv  S,\iMiiKi.  Annorr. 
Spirit  of  old,  we  invoke  thee  to-day! 

Carlands  and  song  are  the  honors  we  bring; 
Twined  are  thine  altars  with  laurel  and  hay; 

Loud  in  thy  praises  our  chorus  shall  ring. 
Come  from  thy  temple  of  years,  far  away  ! 

Rise  from  the  Past,  on  thine  unfettered  wing. 

Laden  with  roses  and  blossoms  of  Spring, 
-Spirit  of  f>ld,  we  invoke  thee  to-day! 

Heroes  of  old,  who  endured  for  the  Right, 
llattling  the  storm  and  the  strife  (jf  the  sea. 


Stout  weie  your  hearts  .uul  uucou<|ucretl  your  might. 
Sure  in  ytnir  faith  in  the  (jod  of  the  free. 

Founders  of  Reading,  ye  worketl  in  the  Light  ! 
Voice  of  the  breezes,  on  lake  and  on  lea. 
Shout  to  the  forest  the  grand  meloily  — 

Heroes  of  old,  ye  endured  for  the  Right  I 

Sons  of  the  nation,  brave  brothers  and  sires, 

I'luuged  in  the  smoke  of  Rebellion's  red  ll.ime, 
I'orn  in  her  carnage  antl  scorched  in  her  lires, 

(iloriiMis  emerging,  victorious  you  came 
Home  to  your  hearths,  to  your  plows  and  your  spires. 

Swept  by  your  bayonets,  you  drove  out  the  Sh.ime; 

('leansed  in  your  blood  was  .America's  name. 
Sons  of  the  nation,  brave  brolheis  .mil  sii  es  ! 

Reading  anil  Wakefiekl,  we  greet  you  with  song;  . 

Voices  of  love  in  your  festival  bleiui, 
O'er  you  a  legion  of  memories  thiong. 

May  yon  in  kinship  endure  to  the  Fnd. 
Rrotliers  united  in  ties  ever  strong. 

Murmuring  forest,  your  choruses  lenil  ! 

I'^choing  hills,  witli  your  answers  attend  ! 
Wakefield  anil  Re.tding,  we  greet  you  with  song  ! 


OLD  SWAltl  HOUSE, 
Vuriicin  StrcL-t,  W.ikcrielil . 

The  concluding  address  of  the  afternoon  was  home- 
made and  was  precetled  Iry  the  following  remarks  from 
the  ch.iirman  :  — 

I'or  our  closing  thought  we  turn  to  our  own  home,  to  a  fellow- 
townsman,  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  of  our  oldest  families,  who 
has  an  ancestry  represented  on  this  platform  by  three  generations, 
the  poet,  the  reader,  and  himself.  To  whose  father,  an  honored 
citizen  of  old  Reading,  South  Re.iding,  ami  W.diefield,  all  are  so 
^eatly  iiulebted  for  his  historical  research,  anil  to  wlnun  no  gre.iter 
compliment  can  be  paid  than  to  say  that  he  is  walking  worthily  in 
his  father's  footsteps.  I  indidge  the  hope  that  250  years  from  this 
lime,  his  and  his  ilescendants"  virtues  may  be  recounted  as  we 
recount  those  of  his  ancestry  to-day.  I  present  Chester  W.  I'.aton, 
Esq.,  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  |)lace  of  his  nativity. 

.Vcldress  in  beh;df  of  Wakefield,  by  Che.ster  W.  IvUon, 
Esc|.  :  — 

,)fr.  Chaii  iitan  iiiid  J-'i  u  iu/s:  h'irst  of  all,  let  me,  in  behalf  of 
three  generations  of  a  somewhat  numerous  race,  thank  the  gentle- 
man who  so  gracefully  presides  over  the  exercises  of  this  historic 
occasion,  for  his  friendlv  and  fialtering  words  of  introduction,  and 
e.vpress  the  wish,  that  I  might  more  suicessfully  emulate  tlie  virtues 
of  my  ancestors. 
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'I'WO  IlUNDRKl)  AND  I'l        K  TI  i  A  \' M  \M;KS.\  R  V 


FRANKLIN  I'OOLK  is  a  native  of  Wakefield,  havin<; 
been  h<;rn  in  tiie  Soutii  Parish  ol  Keading,  now 
Wakefield,  Oct.  ly,  iSo8,  in  tlie  same  house  in  which  he 
has  always  lived,  and  in  which  he  is  now,  in  peace  and 
plenty,  spending  the  evening  of  life.  His  parents  were 
Timothy  and  Jerusha  F.  Poole,  whose  ancestors  were 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  the  town.  Mr.  I'oole  learned 
the  trade  of  his  father,  that  of  house  painter,  and  has  a 
keen  relish  for  the  beautiful  in  his  art,  and  j^ainting  not 
only  houses,  but  pictures  of  houses,  of  scenes  real  and 
scenes  iniaginar)-.  'I'lie  Wakelield  Historical  .Society,  of 
which  Mr.  Poole  is  an  honorary  member,  is  especially 
indebted  to  his  artistic  skill  and  generosity  for  tlie  many 
valuable  portraits  of  private  and  public  buildings,  which 
adorns  its  limited  quarters  in  the  town  hall  building. 
Mr.  Poole  was  educated  in  our  jniblic  schools,  and  at 
the  South  Reading  Acadeni)'. 
He  was  fond  of  books,  and 
even  when  a  3'(jung  man,  was 
able  to  hold  intelligent  con- 
versations on  ancient  and 
modern  history,  with  men 
of  larger  experience  and 
superior  advantages.  He 
jiut  to  i)ractical  use  the 
knowledge  obtained,  by  edit- 
ing and  publishing  written 
papers,  as  the  "  E.xecutive 
Organ,"  '•  Phonographic 
Pioneer,"  and  others.  i  iie 
latter  was  written  in  phonetic 
characters  and  was  read  b)- 
students  of  other  towns  and 
States.  The  other  papers 
weie  issuetl  for  amusement, 
and  as  a  me.ins  ^A  mental 
culture.  .\l  one  period  of 
his  life  he  was  mucii  inter- 
ested in  phrenology,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  1CS40,  he 
delivered  a  course  of  nine 
lectures  upon  his  favorite 
subject,  liefore  the  Franklin 
Lyceum,  of  which  organiza- 
tion he  was  secretary.  He  has  not  been  ambitious  for  office, 
sometimes  accepting  it  when  offered,  but  never  seeking  it. 
He  has,  however,  served  the  town  on  the  board  of  school 
committee,  and  as  a  trustee  of  the  public  library,  and  in 
1847,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  legislature  of  the 
State. 

The  noble  stand  which  Mr.  I'oole  took  in  espousing 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed  in  the  early  days  of  the  aboli- 
tion movement,  illustrated  his  indomitable  perseverance 
in  pursuance  of  the  right,  'i'he  two  leading  parties  in 
town  were  the  whigs  and  democrats.  These  were  so 
nearly  evenly  divided  that  a  small  abolition  party  held 
the  balance  of  power,  and  could  compel  the  larger  parties 
to  put  forward  their  best  men  for  office,  or  suffer  defeat. 
At  the  No\ ember  election  in  1838,  for  the  choice  of  repre- 
sentatives and   other   State  officers,  the  candidates  for 


representatives  of  the  two  stronger  parties  were  objec- 
tionable to  the  third  p.irly.  At  that  time  the  town  was 
entitled  to  two  representatives,  and  it  required  a  majority 
of  all  the  x'otes  cast  to  elect.  The  meeting  con\ened 
early  in  the  afternoon.  'I'he  third  parly  couUl  be  de- 
pended on  for  thirty-six  votes;  they  usually  cast  iiioie. 
'i'he  voting  commenced,  and  on  the  fcjurteentli  ballot  (jue 
representatix  e  was  elected.  A  recess  of  an  hour  was  taken 
to  count  and  declare  the  vote  for  gf)vernor.  Husiness  was 
resumed  to  choose  a  second  represent. itive.  huriiig  the 
evening,  after  repeateil  unsuccessful  attempts  to  elec  t.  tin- 
leaders  of  both  of  the  other  parties  made  several  .qipeals 
to  the  third  party  to  yield  their  i)osition  and  not  longer 
prevent  an  election,  each  party  declaring  they  would  not 
change  their  votes  if  they  had  to  remain  in  session  .dl 
night.     Now   it    was    .Mr.    Poole's   turn   to   address  the 

meeting  in  l)ehalf  of  the  third 
party,  and  it  was  said  b\' 
others  that  he  made  a  most 
telling  sjoeech,  closing  it  as 
follows:  "Mr.  Moilerator,  if 
gentlemen  wish  to  remain 
here  all  night  they  can  do 
so,  but  when  the  morning 
sun  shall  look  in  at  the 
eastern  windows  of  this  h.dl, 
it  will  find  the  mlle.xible 
thirty-si.x  at  their  post." 
Jietween  elexen  and  iweb'e 
o'clock  at  night,  the  meeting 
was  "  indefinitel}'  post- 
poned." The  whigs  changed 
their  candidate  for  a  more 
acceptable  man,  and  he  was 
electetl  at  asubsetiueiit  meet- 
\w\l.  Mr.  Poole  was  a  good 
tlebater,  as  evidenced  in  the 
x'illage  lyceum  aiul  other 
kindreci  societies.  When  in 
the  legislature  he  coped  with 
the  prominent  men  ol  the 
house,  men  of  long  experience 
in  the  halls  of  legislation,  and 
received  the  hearty  commen- 
dation of  persons  of  all  shades  in  politics  for  his  able 
and  fearless  advocacy  of  principles  of  general  public 
interest.  .\  iJoston  paper  publishing  one  oi  his  speeches 
said,  " 'Phere  is  no  member  of  the  House  who  cm  make 
a  better  speech  than  Mr.  Poole  of  South  Reading.  " 

Mr.  Poole  was  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  general 
committee  at  Reading  in  1844,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Redding, 
and  at  the  two  hundreil  and  fiftieth  anniversary  .it  Wake- 
field he  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  and  a  guest  of  the 
town.  August  19,  1840,  Mr.  Poole  married  Rebecca  P. 
Rollins,  of  Deerfield,  N.  H.,  who  made  for  him  a  happv 
home,  and  died  .\ugust  27.  1893,  aged  about  eight) -one 
years.  'Phey  had  no  children,  ^[r.  Poole  has  been  a 
quiet  citizen,  living  in  peace  with  all  men,  and  is  now 
enjoying  the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 
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True  it  is  that  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  stand  in 
this  place  and  speak  a  few  words  for  this  old  town  with  its  new 
name,  though  you  may  have  already  Ijeen  filled  to  overflowing  with 
the  eloquence,  the  humor,  and  the  music  of  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  for  there  is  deeply  imbedded  in  the  central  structure  of 
my  being  an  imjjerishable  spirit  of  love  and  loyalty  to  my  native 
town,  a  sentiment  that  has  come  to  me  as  a  birthright,  which  has 
grown  with  my  years,  strengthened  with  my  thought,  which  has 
gathered  a  halo  of  significance  by  my  musings,  and  to  which  I  am 
glad  and  proud  to  give  expression  on  this  rejoicing  day.  It  is  an 
occasion  to  be  remembered  in  our  annals,  and  its  proceedings  should 
be  embalmed  in  our  municipal  archives. 

'I'here  have  been  occasions  in  our  local  history  even  more  resplend- 
ent in  visible  decoration,  more  exciting  in  nuisy  jubilation,  mure 
attractive,  perhaps,  to  the  outward  senses,  but  never  a  celebration 
so  full  of  meaning  and  so  profoundly  impressive  to  the  reflective 
mind  of  a  good  citi/en  of  this  ancient  town.  ''There  are,  it  may  be, 
so  many  kinds  of  voices  in  the  world,  and  none  of  them  is  without 
signification."  but  I  mention  only  three  kinds:  the  voices  of  the 
Past,  the  Present,  and  the  l''uture. 

The  voices  of  the  Future,  how  grandly  they  sound,  antl  especially 
to  young  men. 

"  Yearning  for  llie  l.>rge  excitement  tliat  the  coming  years  woulil  yield, 
lulger-hearted  as  a  buy  w  lien  first  lie  lca\  es  liis  father's  tield, 
And  at  night  along  tlie  diisl<y  liighway,  near  and  nearer  drawn, 
.Sees  in  heaven  the  light  of  London  llaring  like  a  dreary  dawn  ; 
And  his  spirit  leaps  within  him  to  be  gone  before  hini  then. 
Underneath  llie  light  he  looks  at.  in  among  the  throngs  of  men  ; 
Men.  my  brothers,  men  the  workers,  ever  reaping  someiliing  new, 
That  wliicli  they  liave  done  but  earnest  "f  the  llii)igs  that  tliey  shall  do," 

The  voices  of  the  Ftiture  call  to  honorable  labor,  to  gloriotis  ad- 
venture, to  b;ittle  for  the  right,  to  noble  deeds  and  heroic  achieve- 
ment, antl  dis])lay  the  shining  prizes  of  wealth,  fame,  and  position. 

How  blithely  do  the  brave  young  spirits  respond  to  the  summons, 
in  their  fresh  enthusiasm,  their  high  resolve  and  contempt  of  dan- 
ger, little  realizing  the  sacrifices,  the  disappointments,  and  the  trage- 
dies that  will  gather  in  their  jjathways  ere  they  learn  the  bitter,  yet 
precious,  lessons  of  experience. 

The  voices  of  the  I'resent  —  they  speak  of  the  great  urgent  con- 
cerns and  enterprises  of  the  world  and  human  life. 

They  tell  us  of  foes  without  and  foes  within  otir  borders,  and  the 
pressing  needs,  spiritual  and  temporal,  of  the  toiling  masses,  and 
are  heanl  most  clearly  by  men  in  nuddle  age,  whose  hands  have  the 
skill  of  years,  whose  minds  have  been  matured  by  study  and  obser- 
vation, and  whose  courageous  sotils  have  been  tempered  and  strength- 
ened by  many  a  rough  struggle  with  adverse  circumstances.  These 
are  the  men,  with  their  harness  on,  ftilly  armed  and  equipped  for  the 
people's  service,  to  whom  we  look  with  trtist  and  confidence  in  the 
e.\igencies  of  the  nation  and  the  state,  and  the  momentous  affairs 
of  otir  own  town,  to  devise  and  execute  wise  measures  of  govern- 
ment, business,  and  reform.  To  such  citizens  do  we  turn,  ami  place 
in  their  hanils  our  lives,  our  homes,  and  our  honor,  because  we 
know  they  have  taken  their  degrees  in  the  high  school  of  experience. 

The  voices  of  the  I'ast — they  come  to  us  laden  with  messages 
full  of  import  anil  itistruction,  and  ring  with  the  most  impressive 
ilislinctness  in  the  ears  of  men  and  women  in  the  decline  of  life,  for 
tliey  have  learned  in  the  vicissitudes  of  earth's  i)ilgrimage  to  recog- 
nize in  these  voices  a  value  and  authenticity  like  unto  the  oracles 
divine;  and  not  withotit  reason,  for  the  very  truths  of  God  have 
been  recorded  by  holy  men  of  old  on  the  page  of  inspiration,  and 
left  for  our  help  and  guidance  in  the  trials  and  scenes  of  daily  life. 
I'oets  and  philosophers  have  divined  and  interpreted  for  us  the 
secrets  of  nature  and  the  human  heart.  -Science  has  tmrolled  her 
niarvelotis  page.  Art  has  bequeathed  to  us  her  treasures,  and  ]jiovi- 
dence  has  unveiled  itself  in  history. 

Time  permits  but  an  allusion  to  these  voices  of  the  Past,  but  we 
perceive  at  once  how  barren  would  be  our  lives  without  them. 

I  have  been  sptwlciiig  in  general,  btit  I  have  been  thinking  of  the 
okl  town,  now  embracing  in  its  original  limits  three  municipalities, 
which  together  first  bore  the  venerated  name  of  Kedding,  and  having 
especially  in  my  thought  the  First  Parish,  now  dear  to  otir  hearts 
and  known  to  the  world  under  the  ho|)eftil  name  of  Wakefield. 


Luolung  b.ii  kwaid  to  the  c.trly  days,  the  scenes  of  that  time  ,niil 
the  siguilic.iut  epoLha  of  succeeding  centuries  pass  before  my  mind 
like  llie  piLttires  of  a  panorama.  I  see  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  i  O39 
and  i6.|0  with  their  families  pushing  out  from  mother  L\nn,  follow- 
ing along  the  v.illey  of  the  .Saugus  t(j  ■•  the  hcLtd  of  their  boun.ls" 
and  rearing  their  piiinitive  tlwellings  by  the  borders  of  our  lakes  and 
tm  the  adjacent  lull-slupes,  negotiating  with  the  curious  aborigines  f(jr 
peaceful  occupation,  and  driving  out  the  beasts  ot  the  forest  with 
their  rifles  and  stout  right  arms.  In  ii>4-|,  they  built  their  lir>t  log 
church,  not  a  stone's  throw  from  this  ludl,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street,  and  were  granted  mimiciiKil  incorporation  by  the  Cener.tl 
C-'otirt. 

Almost  on  this  s|)Ot  was  located  the  parsonage  of  the  secoiul  aiul 
third  ministers  of  the  Old  Parish.  Here  the  -'first  families" 
struggled  and  fought,  ])r.iyed  and  toiled,  amid  privations,  s.nnilices, 
aiul  perils,  laying  firmly  the  foundations  of  this  fair  town  in  faith 
and  works,  liberty  antl  law.  The  old  town  was  diviiled  in  iSij,  the 
F"irst  I'arish  taking  the  name  ol  South  Reading,  which  in  iSr.S  was 
changed  to  Wakefield. 

We  may  not  trace  the  development  of  the  town  in  the  long  \ears 
that  followed,  nor  tell  the  early  settlers'  provision  for  eduialimi. 
their  devotion  to  religion,  their  services  in  the  h'rench  and  hulian 
wars,  their  patriotism  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  CIre.it 
Rebellion.  The  recoid  has  been  made  by  other  pens  and  spoken  by 
other  tongues. 

We  may  not  even  mention  the  names  of  the  trusted  leaders  lli.ii 
have  wisely  gtiided  the  town  in  her  steady  progress  towaril  the  ideal 
of  a  city  of  homes.  We  cannot  tell  of  the  beginnings  of  her  indus- 
tries nor  speak  of  their  expansion,  not  can  we  descant  on  the  tharnis 
of  her  scenery,  including  the  beautiful  hikes,  p.iiks,  .ind  hills,  the 
elegatice  and  convenience  of  her  public  .uul  |)ri\ate  buildings,  her 
remark.ible  facilities  of  railway  coinmunicaliou,  the  Loniplelencss  of 
her  miUHcipal  equipment,  her  water  supply,  her  lire  |)rote(  tioii,  her 
gas  and  electric  lights. 

We  wish,  indeed,  mention  could  be  made  at  some  length  of  our 
ljublic  schools,  public  library  and  reading  room,  our  churches,  and 
societies,  newspapers.  Post  12  of  the  (irand  Army  ol  the  Uepublic, 
the  town's  glorious  war  record,  aiul  Memorial  Hall,  the  Hisloric.il 
Society,  the  fire  department,  our  banking  institution^.,  cemeteries, 
and  reform  organizations,  but  time  forbids. 

It  were,  however,  an  ungr.itcliil  oinissicju  not  to  call  the  names  of 
some  of  the  grand  men,  personally  known  to  many  of  us,  who  have 
in  the  last  half  century  kept  bright  the  honor  of  our  town  and  tloue 
so  much  in  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  the  iii>titulions  ue 
have  named.  Many,  indeetl,  have  gone  to  their  long  home,  while 
the  survivors  greet  us  with  whitening  hair  aiul  feeble  mien.  How 
sweet  and  precious  are  the  memories  of  these  ileparted  friends,  and 
with  what  encotir.iging  gkiiues  do  they  seem  to  step  torlh  in  boilily 
presence,  as  their  names  are  c. tiled,  aiul  breathe  a  benediction  on 
their  successors  in  the  work.  The  familiar  forms  rise  before  me:  — 
Capt.  Thonuas  iMiiersrin,  Dr.  Solon  O.  Richardson,  P.tiil  Hart 
Sweetser,  Capt.  Xoah  Smith,  Col.  James  Hartshorne,  l.illey  luiton, 
John  White,  1  )ea.  |l.i\id  Smith,  1  >ea.  J.icolj  h'aton,  Lemuel  Sweetser, 
Cyrus  Wakefield,  Fill  ins  I'.eebe,  I)ea.  .A.iron  Rryant,  I'.cnj.iniin  1!. 
Wiley,  Samuel  Gardner,  Daniel  .Mien,  Samuel  Kingman,  J.iiiies  M. 
Fvans,  James  haistis,  .\d,iiii  Wiley,  John  Wiiiship,  .mil  tho^e  other 
strong  and  loyal  workers  who  h:ive  labored  during  the  s.iine  peiiod, 
and  still  tarry  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  into  whose  f.tces  we  .tie 
glad  to  look  this  day, — surely  it  were  not  iiuidious  to  nienliou 
some  of  them  by  name.  They  love  the  old  town  as  well  as  e\cr,  and 
tun  till  have  yet  put  oil  their  armor.  I  think  of  .\aron  l-'osti-r, 
l'"raid-ilin  Poole,  Reniamin  Franklin  Tweed,  Fdu.ird  ^Rtnsfielll, 
Delorma  IJ.  Wheelock,  .\lbert  C!.  Sweetser,  Joseph  D.  .NFtiislield, 
Hiram  l'"aton,  George  (  ).  Car])enter,  James  (  )liver,  John  S.  I'i.iton, 
Philip  C.  Wheeler,  George  R.  Morrison,  John  G.  .\boin. 

From  these  names  of  the  living  and  dead  we  nut)  truly  judge  of 
the  character,  qualities,  and  spirit  of  the  many  generations  that  have 
preceded  them  since  1644,  and  left  the  im|)ress  of  their  faithful  and 
loving  service  on  the  growing  institutions  of  the  town.  Wh.it  we 
have  and  what  we  are,  we  l.trgely  owe  to  the  wise  and  true  men  and 
women  of  other  days,  and  we  retuler  to  them  the  tribute  of  mir  in- 
telligent appreciation  and  grateful  reinembr.ince.      We   t.ike  what 
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BENJAMIN  IJROWN  WILKV  was  the  sun  of  jaiucs 
and  Mary  (l!r}'ant)  \\'ilc\',  w  Iki  was  the  son  of 
Kbenezer  Wiley,  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Wiley,  one 
of  the  earl)-  settlers  of  Reading,  now  W'akeiield,  livinj;'  in 
"  Little  World,"  now  \\'<;()tl\  ilie.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  l)orn  April  S,  1786,  and  married  iirst,  Jan.  5, 
iSoij,  IvetLirah  (Jreen,  dau<j;hter  of  Jeremiah  and  Martha 
(Ireen,  wluj  died  May  24,  18^16.  He  married,  second, 
Sept.  24,  1.S4S,  Sarah  Morris,  who  still  survives.  The  chil- 
dren of  lienjamin  B.  and  Keturah  were  (  )li\  e,  born  I  )ec. 


1S09,  and  married,  Auj^ust 
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Randall;  l'",mory,  born  Nov.  19,  iSii,  married,  Feb.  21, 
1831;,  Abbie  S.  Williams,  and  died  I'^eb.  9,  1862  ;  !!en- 
jamin,  born  Dec.  31,  1813,  married,  Dec.  25,  1843,  Han- 
nah 1'.  Tufts,  and  tlied  i'"eb,  22,  1SS7  ;  l'',benezer,  born 
June  30,  1817,  married.  May  15,  1842,  .Mary  J.  liarnard, 
and  died  Jan.  1 9,  1 883  ; 
I'rederick  Slocuml),  born 
March  18,  1819,  married, 
( )ctol)er,  1849,  'I'uma  Pier- 
pont,  jjecame  an  Episcojjal 
clergyman,  settled  in  New 
V'ork  City,  and  died  Jan.  20, 
1864,  while  tra\'eling  in 
I'.urope  for  iiis  health;  Mar- 
tha, born  Nfarch  4,  1822, 
married,  ( )ct.  28,  1850, 
(  )rland(j  I!.  Potter,  coiuisellor- 
at-law  then  (>{  Soutii  Read- 
ing, afterwards  went  to  New 
\'ork  City,  became  a  man  of 
wealth  and  lias  recent!}' 
deceased.  His  wife,  .Martha, 
died  Feb.  12,  1879.  The 
children  of  Mr.  \Vile\'  have 
all  deceased,  l)ut  the  follow- 
ing ninnber  of  grandchildren 
survive,  viz.,  one  son  and 
three  daughters  of  Martha  ; 
one  son  and  one  daughter  of 
Fmory  ;  one  son  ami  one 
daughter  of  Fbenezer  ;  two 
sons  of  Olive,  one  bearing 
the  name  of  Penjamin  Wiley 

Randall.  Mr.  Wiley  was  a  shoe  manufacturer  bv  occu- 
pation, with  his  place  of  business  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Crescent  Streets,  and  with  his  family  occupied  the 
]]allard  Eaton  house  up  the  lane  from  Main  Street,  Lake- 
side. Thence  he  removed  to  the  Prentiss  house  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  common,  on  or  near  the  site  of  the 
jiresent  location  of  the  Wakefield  high  school  building, 
and  while  there  he  built  the  brick  house  on  Mn'm  Street, 
raising  the  frame  on  the  very  day  of  the  birth  of  his 
youngest  child,  Martha,  being  March  4,  1822.  In  1850, 
he  fitted  up  his  manufactory  for  a  dwelling-house,  into 
which  he  moved  with  his  family,  and  sold  his  brick  house 
to  his  son  Fbenezer,  whose  widow  and  daughter  still  lind 
it  a  [jleasant  home.  In  addition  to  his  business  of  man- 
ufacturing shoes,  and  in  jKUlnership  with  his  son  I'annrv, 
ill-  kept,  what  was  for  those  times,  ,in  e.\lensi\e  stable 


BENJAMIN 


for  the  letting  of  horses  and  lariiages.  In  the  establish- 
ment i)\  the  .Sdulh  Reailing  .\cademy,  in  1828,  he  tiKjk  .1 
great  interest  as  well  as  an  acti\e  part,  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  tiustees,  ,uul  was  elected  tieasinerof  the 
coi  poration.  (  )n  assiuning  the  duties  ol  treasurei  he  set 
apart  one  of  the  lowei'  rooms  of  his  manulactorv  loi'  an 
ollice,  in  which  ,ilso  he  (jpenetl  a  store,  and  kept  loi'  sale 
the  b(joks  ,rnd  other  school  material  I'etiuirecl  l>\  the 
students  of  the  acadeni)-.  Mr.  Wiley  took  a  li\el_\-  in- 
terest in  |)ublic  all.iirs,  was  a  read)  speaker  and  fre(|uenll)- 
e.xert  isetl  his  gift  in  town  meetings.  He  took  a  (.(junrion- 
sense  view  of  things,  though  not  alwa\-s  on  the  side  ol  the 
majorit)'  on  the  (pu'stion  at  issue.  When  he  engaged  in 
an  argLuvu'iit  with  an  oi)ponent  of  like  aptness  and  slieiigtli 
as  himself,  the  debate  was  eai  iiest  and  exi  iting,  lor  what 
he  believetl  to  be  riglit  lie  held  to  with  great  tenai  it)'. 

Sometinies  when  engrossed 
in  thought,  so  great  would 
be  the  concentration  of  his 
mind  tlial  he  appeiu'ed  to  be 
alone  even  in  the  presence 
of  friends,  \el  b)'  n.rluie  he 
w  as  soci.d  ami  i  ciuuuunic  a- 
ti\'e,  and  the  little  children 
in  the  streets  could  testil)' 
to  li  i  s  kiiulK'  greetings. 
He  was  .1  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  at  .1  time  when 
that  magistrate  w  a  s  ex- 
pected to  enteitain  roiu- 
[ilainls  and  ti)'  ci\il  cases 
whene\'er  leipiesteil  so  to  do. 
Some  of  the  jusliei^'S  nl  the 
peace  tleclineil  to  act  in  the 
capacity  of  jutlge.  eitlier  leel- 
ing  inadetpiate  to  the  task  or 
out  of  harmou)'  with  the 
\\(jik.  'i'hese  appreciated 
Mr.  Wiley's  willingness  to 
tak(_'  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment of  justice,  anil  gladl\- 
accorded  to  hiui  all  the 
honors  and  emoluments,  as 
well  as  the  [jei  [jlexilies  ol 
the  otTice.  He  served  the  town  as  selectman  and  school 
conuniltee  man,  as  well  as  on  other  ci_)nunittees  in  mat- 
ters of  the  town.  h'or  a  long  time  he  was  the  loi  al  .igent 
for  the  "Watchman"  and  also  the  local  agent  of  a 
po])Ldar  tire  insurance  company,  he  ha\ing  biU  few,  il 
any,  competitors.  He  possessed  a  \ery  strong  will  and 
great  i3erse\'ei ance,  with  ,1  pui])t)se  to  secure  whalexer  he 
thought  ought  to  be  accomplished.  He  was  prosperous 
in  his  undertakings,  and  retired  from  active  business 
many  years  before  his  death,  having  surrounded  himself 
and  his  fanuly  with  the  comforts  of  life.  He  was  liberal 
with  his  means  in  the  various  departments  of  benevo- 
lence, but  look  a  special  interest  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions both  in  home  and  foreign  lields.  He  died  No\-. 
I  1,  1877,  agecl  ninel)-one  \ears,  se\'eu  months,  ami  three 
il.U's. 
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they  have  given  us,  and  the  ici  oiil  uf  thuii"  experiences  will  guide 
our  pathway  in  tlie  future. 

\Ve  hope  for  our  town  a  glorious  career  as  the  city  of  Wakefiekl 
—  to  he  thoroughly  furnishetl  with  good  works  and  supplied  with 
every  institution  and  privilege  any  good  citi/en  may  in  reason  desire  ; 
hut  in  order  to  realize  our  anticipations  we  shall  need  to  exercise  the 
highest  wisdom,  patience,  and  vigilance. 

The  voices  of  the  present  are  louil  and  urgent,  and  there  are  perils 
in  the  way.  The  voices  of  the  future  are  tumultuous  and  uncertain, 
but  they  will  full  soon  force  themselves  on  our  attention,  and  the 


OLD  TOWtJ  POUND, 
Cliuicli  Street,  Wakefield. 

only  way  in  which  we  may  properly  shape  and  guide  the  course  of 
our  municipal  slii|)  and  worthily  act  in  storms  and  emergencies,  is 
to  reverently  and  humbly  study  the  precious  lessons  of  the  past. 

The  audience  rose  at  the  conclusion  of  the  address  and 
joined  witii  the  chorus  in  singing  "  .America."  The  l^ene- 
(Hction  was  pronounced  l)y  Kev.  Lovinzo  L.  Greene, 
pastor  of  the  Universalist  church  in  Wakefield,  and  the 
protracted  and  successful  exercises  of  the  afternoon  were 
luunbered  among  the  things  of  the  past. 

It  seems  fitting  to  mention  that,  notwithstanding  the 
brilliant  character  oi  the  audience  at  the  e.xercises  in  the 
town  hall,  there  were  many  distinguished  gentlemen 
and  friends  of  the  town  wh<j  \vere  imable  to  accept  the 
municipal  invitation  to  be  present  to  join  in  the  observ- 
ances of  the  day.  The  letters  of  regret  were  so  nu- 
merous that  the  limitations  of  time  did  not  permit  the 
chairman  to  read  many  of  them  from  the  platform. 
The  following  list  includes  the  names  of  these  absent 
friends  ;  — 

Hon.  (leorge  S.  IJoutwell  of  Groton ;  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar, 
United  States  Senator;  Hon.  Henry  Caljot  l^odge,  United  States 
Senator;  Hon.  William  Everett,  Kepresentative  in  Congress;  Hon. 
William  M.  lUitler,  President  of  Massachusetts  Senate;  Hon. 
Henry  M.  I'hlllips,  Treasurer  and  Receiver-(jeneral  of  the  Common- 
wealth; Hon.  Winslow  Warren,  United  States  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  Boston  ;  Hon.  Luman  T.  Jefts,  Middlesex  County  Commissioner ; 
Capt.  John  G.  15.  Adams,  Commander-in-Chief  of  Grand  Army  of 
the  RepidiHc  ;  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  liridges.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Peach, 
Jr.,  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Fdniands,  Hon.  John  Fiske,  Hon.  Charles 
v..  Harwood,  Mayor  of  Lynn;  Hon.  James  I'ierce,  Mayor  of  Maiden  ; 
Hon.  Alon/.o  H.  Ivvans,  Mayor  of  Fverett  ;  John  Deering,  I'rof. 
Daniel  C.  Faton  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  ;  Hon.  C'harles  F.  lirown  of 
Reading;  Hon.  Parker  L.  t'ou\er>e  of  W'oburn  ;  Capt.  I'.dward 
Strong,  United  States  Navy;  Hon.  John  W.  Hammond,  Justice 
Superior  Court;  Charles  R,  Darling,  Rev.  ])r.  C.  I'^llis  Stevens  of 


I'hil.idelpiii.i,  I'd.;  Mr.  Slillui.iu  A.  i;.ituii  of  Xiiiel.ind,  .\.  J.;  Mr. 
Deloruia  B.  W'lieelock  uf  White  Rivi  r  Jiuicliou,  Vt.  ;  Mr.  .Stephen 
f)'Mearaof  the  Boston  .■  Rev.  Wiufield  Scott  Hawkcs  (jf  Salt 

Lake  City,  Ut.ih;  Rev.  J.mies  \V.  Kimball  of  Lynn;  Rev.  luiwiu 
C.  Sweetser  of  Philadelphi.i,  Pa.  ;  Rev.  .Alfred  S.  Stowell  of  Mont- 
ville,  Conn,;  Mr.  Charles  S.  Beelie  of  Baltimoie,  Md.;  Mr. 
John  L.  Coflin  of  Metlford  ;  Mr.  .\lbert  S.  Upliam  cjf  Irvingtou, 
Ind.  ;  Mr.  James  P.  Clement  of  Reading;  Mr.  'I'emple  V.  b'.iy  of 
lio.ston  ;  Mr.  Charles  II.  L.mg,  Ji.,  of  Melrose;  Mr.  John  I). 
Stowell  of  Chicago,  111.  ;  Mr.  Burrage  Buchanan  \'ale  of  Noiw.ilk, 
Conn.  ;  Ca|)t.  .Aaron  Foster  of  W'akelicld  ;  Mr.  Jonath.m  Nichols 
of  Wakefielil;  Mr.  Thomas  Martin  of  Wakefield;  Mr.  Daniel  G. 
Walton  uf  Wakelield  ;  Mr.  John  S.  I^aton  of  Wakdield. 

During  the  afternoon,  while  the  literary  and  music, il 
exercises  were  being  held  in  the  town  liall,  the  sports 
and  games  continued  on  the  [)ark  and  lake,  to  the  enter- 
tainment aiul  amusement  of  thousands  of  observers.  At 
half  past  seven  o'cluck  the  Salem  Cadet  l!aml  ga\c; 
aiKJther  tine  orchestral  concert  from  the  I'agoda.  .\t 
a  quarter  past  eight  o'clock,  on  the  i)ark  near  the  stjuth- 
erly  shores  of  Lake  ( Juannapowitt,  was  liegun  the  beatitiful 
pyrotechnics  pro\  ided  and  superintended  by  tlie  t.ileiUed 
sub-committee,  who  had  this  important  feature  in  charge, 
liefore  the  delighted  eyes  of  great  crcjwds  of  witnesses 
Hashed  out  a  dazzling  display  of  fireworks  of  every  kinil, 
including  colored  lights,  mines,  rockets,  Rcjinan  candles, 
bombs,  shooting  stars,  and  fiery  serpents,  ftirnislied  Ijy 
contract  with  II.  11.  Tilton,  from  lioston.  i'our  large 
and  elaborate  pieces  were  presented  during  the  exhil)i- 
tion,  —  the  log  c.ibin  of  an  early  settler ;  a  red  indi.m 
chief  with  bow  and  arrow,  and  the  inscription,  1644, 
Quannapowitt,  1S94"";  an  ancient  windmill  with  out- 
stretched and  revolving  arms;  concluding  with  ;i  gorgeous 
passion  flower  in  flaming  beauty. 

One  of  the  most  notaljle  and  significant  attractions  of 
the  celebration,  to  the  thoughtful  observer,  was  the  exhi- 
bition of  historic  articles  and  relics  in  Ouild  Hall  in 
\Vakerield's  block. 

A  sub-committee,  made  up  of  directors  of  the  Wake- 
field l  listorical  .Society,  were  charged  with  the  gathering 
and  display  of  the  collection,  and  tin.')'  well  performed 
their  part.  Mere  were  seen  things  most  curious  and 
rare,  and  (luild  Hal!  was  thronged  throughout  the  d,i)' 
by  wondering  visitors,  inspecting  ;ind  ;i(liniring  the  me- 
mentos of  former  generations,  which  so  impressi\'ely  tes- 
tified of  Wakefield's  age,  and  tire  important  position  oUl 
Reading  held  in  the  colonial  and  re\ olutionary  da}-s.  A 
most  valuable  relic,  owned  by  the  W  akelield  Historical 
.Society,  was  the  diary  of  Natlianiel  Cowdrey,  a  brave 
soldier  from  the  Old  Parish,  wliile  serving  in  the  Amer- 
ican aimy  at  and  near  West  I'oint,  N.  \'.,  from  |uly  o  to 
1  )ec.  20,  17S0,  and  mentioning  incidents  in  the  arm)'  ,ii 
the  time  of  the  treachery  of  (len.  benedict  Arnold. 
'J'he  display  of  arrow-heads,  chisels,  hammers,  drills, 
charms,  and  other  Indian  relics,  exhumed  from  Wake- 
field's soil  by  Mr.  ("harles  A.  Perkins,  was  a  very 
appropriate  contribution  to  the  exhibition. 

One  of  the  oldest  articles  in  the  collection,  loaned  l>y 
Mrs.  v..  C  Poland,  was  a  rocking-chair  253  years  old. 
that  formerly  belonged  to  ancestors  ot  the  late  I  )r.  josepli 
Poland.  Another  ancient  relic  was  the  first  glol)e  made 
in  America,  contributed  by  W  illiam  J'..  Rogers,  Estp 
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WAKEFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

TiiK  ^Vake^lelcl  Historical  Society  came  into  existence 
in  February,  1890,  because  several  gentlemen  considered 
there  was  room  and  need  for  sucii  an  organization  in  the 
old  town,  one  of  the  lir.st  inland  .settlements  of  the  colony 
of  Massachusetts,  and  has  from  its  beginning  htcn  one 
of  the  recognized  institutions  of  the  vicinity. 

There  are  man)-  good  peoj)le  in  this  hustling  age  who 
think  it  a  waste  of  time  and  effort  to  search  for  anything 
of  value  among  the  moldy  and  forgotten  things  of  the 
past,  forgetting  that  every  forward  step  we  proudly  take 
is  made  possible  only  by  the  vantage  ground  secured  to 
us  by  the  sacrifices  and  defeats,  the  victories  and  achieve- 
ments of  those  who  ha\'e  gone  before  us.  Jf  we  refuse  to 
explore  the  domain  of  history  and  heed  its  precious  les- 
sons, we  are  as  unwise  and  narrow-minded  as  those  who 
decline  to  journey  beyond  the  confines  of  their  own  town 
or  city,  or  recei\'e  instruction  from  those  who  have  visited 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  value  of  such  an  organization  in  a  long-settled, 
typical  New  England  community  like  ours  is  self-evident 
to  every  mind  disposed  to  profit  by  the  "  experience  of 
the  fathers  and  draw  therefrom  lessons  and  inspirations 
for  present  and  future  guidance.  As  has  been  well  said 
by  the  first  president  of  this  society,  "  A  town  in  the  New 
England  sense  is  a  little  re])ublic  in  itself;  it  has  an  in- 
di\  iduality  and  a  character  peculiar  to  itself,  the  mass  of  its 
inhabitants  remaining  at  home  and  developing  an  internal 
and  sequestered  life  all  its  own.  This  good  old  town, 
settled  in  if>39,  only  a  few  years  after  the  Pilgrim  fathers 
and  mothers  disembarked  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  only 
nine  years  after  the  settlement  of  lioston,  has  nobly  borne 
its  part  in  the  sacrifices  and  achie\'ements  of  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  has  a  history  well  worth 
the  telling." 

It  is,  indeed,  the  happy  pri\'ilege  of  this  society,  in  con- 
nection with  others,  not  only  to  rescue  from  oblivion 
what  we  may  of  ancient  records,  documents,  portraits, 
implements,  relics,  and  all  the  •'  traditions  of  the  elders," 
but  also  to  gather  to  ourselves  such  lessons  of  import  as 
the  "  Past  may  teach  the  Present." 

Since  its  organization  in  I'ebruary,  1890,  the  society  has 
had  but  two  presidents  ;  Chester  W.  Elton,  Es(|.,  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  of  its  formation,  and  Edward  Mansfield, 
Esc]. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  ancient  "  Redding  " 
the  officers  of  the  society  were  made  the  official  committee 
on  exhibition  of  historical  articles,  etc.,  in  that  part  of 
the  old  town  now  called  Wakeheld.  A  large  apartment 
or  hall  was  secured  in  the  lower  story  of  Wakefield's  block, 
where,  under  the  auspices  of  the  committee  and  the 
society,  a  historical  loan  exhibition  was  held  which  formed 
one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  day.  There 
was  displayed  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  ancient 
manuscripts,  books,  newspapers,  paintings,  portraits, 
coins,  medals,  needlework,  wearing  apparel,  flags,  ban- 
ners, swords,  firearms,  household  utensils  and  furniture, 
all  of  which  were  objects  of  great  interest  and  viewed  by 


thousands  of  people.  ,V  not  inconsiderable  ptnlion  of 
this  loan  exhil)ition  was  made  up  from  this  historical 
societ)''s  own  collection. 

'Pile  society  has  a  room  in  the  second  stor)'  of  the 
Wakefield  town  hall,  where  its  collections  are  kejjt  and 
meetings  held.  It  has,  however,  long  since  outgrown  ils 
quarters,  and  hopes  e\'entually  to  establish  ilself  in  a 
larger  and  more  suitable  home. 

ARTICLES  IN  THE   EXHIBITION  OF  HISTORIC 
THINGS. 

Loaned  by  the  W'akelield  Historical  Society. 
IMCTURKS. 

Paintings  in  oil  by  Franklin  Toole,  l'".s(i.,  of  WakL-fK-ltl.  —  Leon- 
ard Wiley  house,  probablv  liuilt  aljout  17-5,  Ijy  ncnj.iniin  I'oole, 
Esq.,  corner  of  Crescent  and  Water  Streets,  site  of  the  present 
"Crescent  House." — Leslie  hou>e,  I'rospect  .Street,  liuilt  hy 
Serg.  John  Parker  about  1670,  now  owned  Ijy  (.'harles  .S.  Hanks, 
I'-sq.,  and  the  oldest  house  in  the  town  now  stcuuling. —  Prentiss 
iiouse,  parsonage  of  the  First  I'.u'ish,  built  about  1740,  corner  of 
Main  and  Lafayette  Streets,  site  of  the  High  Schoolhouse.  —  llrown 
house,  Salem  Street,  near  railroad  crossing,  the  early  homestead  of 
the  Burnap  family,  later  of  Jeremiah  and  Williani  P.roun.  —  Thomas 
Evans's  house,  Salem  Street,  site  of  ILirve\  II.  I'Aans's  house. — 
Franklin  Poole's  residence,  Salem  Street,  previoLisly  of  his  father, 
Timothy  Poole,  and  still  earlier  occupied  by  I'dias  luner.^on.  —  John 
Gould  house,  northerly  view,  stood  near  IVLiin  Street  '"on  the 
lane,"  now  Pearl  Street,  on  the  site  of  W.  1!.  1  ).iniels's  house.  It 
was  built  about  1730,  by  the  hitch  family,  for  a  malt  and  brew 
house;  was  demolished  about  1S6S. —  View  at  foot  of  Salem 
.Street,  showing  old  Town  House,  Eaton  mansion,  antl  a  [)ortion 
of  the  new  Park  with  brick  engine  house  thereon,  itiSo.  —  Jonathan 
luiierson  house,  formerly  on  west  side  of  Main  .Street,  Lakeside, 
opposite  the  foot  of  Wave  Avenue,  now  on  the  north  side  of  Cordis 
.Street,  near  Vernon. —  Swain  house,  east  side  of  Vernon  Street, 
lately  occupied  by  David  liatchelder,  supposed  to  have  been  erecteil 
in  1775.  —  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  k'lint's  residence.  Main  .Street,  corner 
Charles  Street,  ^Vakeheld  Junction.  —  ()ld(jreen  homestead,  \'er- 
non  .Street,  built  between  1645  anti  167S,  across  the  Saugus  River 
in  Lynnfield,  bought  by  Caleb  Green  about  1790,  and  moved  to  ils 
present  site. — Col.  James  Hartshorn's  house,  sometimes  called 
the  Lafayette  house,  on  Church  Street.  —  Tarbell  house,  Mont- 
rose.—  liallartl  l'!aton  house,  formerly  residence  of  Wm.  Stimp- 
son,  now  owned  by  A.  J.  \Vright,  liscp.  South  Reading,  aljout 
1S15, showing  the  old  schoolhouse  and  hay  sc.iles,  \'ale's  tiu>hop, 
I'rentiss'  house,  and  Jeremiah  iJryant's  house.  —  Aljliott  house, 
Lakeside,  built  in  1S08,  by  John  Hay,  opposite  the  residence  of 
F.  U.  Carpenter.  —  Wakefield  Junction  Railroad  De|)ot.  — Rank 
lluilding.  Railroad  .Street. — -View  from  Cowdrey's  Hill. —  Main 
Street,  Reading.  —  Two  views  showing  the  first  buildings  of  the 
Waketield  Rattan  Works.  —  ISaptist  Church,  corner  of  .Main  and 
Crescent  Streets.  ICast  side  of  Main  Street,  showing  F nivers.ili-.t 
Church,  and  I'lbene/.er  and  II.  l!.  Wiley's  houses. —  Paul  Hart 
.Sueetser's  house,  (ireeiiwood.  —  Joseph  llartshorn's  house,  Elm 
Street.  —  John  Vinton  house.  Valley  Street.  • — iuist  Lake,  Wake- 
field, N.  H.  —  Third  Meeting-house  of  the  hirst  Pari>h,  erected 
in  176S,  after  its  second  remodeling  in  1S59. —  Portrait  in  oil  of 
Thomas  Haley  Forester,  who  owned  the  Lakeside  estate,  and  now 
the  property  of  Jiniius  Reebe.  —  I'ortiait  of  l>r.  W  ni.  Stinipson, 
1732-1812,  copied  liy  Wm.  H.  Kingman,  of  Reading,  from  a 
])ainting  made  in  iSio.  —  Crayon  Portrait  of  Reujamin  I'.roun 
Wiley,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Rryant  Wiley. — Crayon  Portrait 
of  Hon.  Lilley  J'",aton.  —  Portrait  of  Col.  James  Hartshorn.  —  Por- 
trait of  Rev.  Reuben  luiierson,  eighth  minister  of  Reailing,  in- 
stalled in  1804:  died  in  1S60.  —  Portrait  of  Captain  Archibald 
.Smith.  —  Portrait  of  Rev.  Colman  .Sawyer,  brother  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Sawyer,  Jr.  —  Portrait  of  William  Morgan,  of  Ratavia,  X.  \'.,  said 
to  have  been  drowned  in  1836  in  Lake  Ontario,  by  I'reemasous, 
for  e.xijosing  the  secrets  of  the  order. 
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Col.  J, lilies  I  lartbliorii.  —  Col.  Joseph  Hartshorn.  —  liatou  inan- 
sioii,  corner  M.un  and  Salem  Streets,  erected,  1804,  by  Lilley  I'^atoii. — 
Caleb  Matun  hoii.se,  corner  Eaton  and  Pleasant  Streets,  erected 
iSi/. —  Vale  Kngine-hoiise,  erected  1853,  at  the  northerly  end  of 
the  common.  —  Old  Town  house,  built  1834,  removed  to  corner  of 
M.iin  aiul  Salem  Streets  in  1S73.  —  South  Reading  Academy,  built 
1828,  now  G.  A.  ]\.  Hall,  on  Foster  Street.  —  New  Congregational 
Church. — Congregational  Church,  demolished  1890. — I^incoln 
Schoolhouse. — .\lbum  Views  of  Wakefield,  by  E.  U.  Cleason  — 


Diary  of  Nathaniel  Cowtlrey,  while  a  soldier  at  West  Point,  July 
6,  to  UcL.  20,  1780.  Open  at  the  entry  of  Gen.  IJenedict  Arnold's 
treachery.  —  Commission  of  Nathaniel  Cowdrey  as  lieutenant  in 
1794,  anil  captain  in  1796,  of  the  Reading  Military  Company,  signed 
by  Gov.  Samuel  Adams. —  Inspection  Roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Cowdrey's  Company,  Oct.  2,  1 79S. —  Leaf  of  ISook  headed  ''Na- 
thaniel Cowdrey,  his  book,  Reading,  May  22,  17S2,"  with  record  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  his  family.  —  Power  of  Attorne^', 
( )ct.  5,  1660,  given  by  Nicholas  Prowne,  of  Reading,  to  his  son,  John 
Prowne.  —  Pill  of  sale,  June  6,  1748,  of  a  negro  slave  "  Jack,"  sold 
by  James  Kittredge,  of  Tewksbiiry,  to  l^benezer  Taylor  of  Reading. — 
Indian  Land  Purchase,  June  6,  1687.  —  Report  of  Committee  to 
view  the  Powder  House 
and  inquire  into  the  state 

of  the   same.  May  17,      ''     ■     •■  ■  .  • 

1773.  —  Recommenda-      ''  '  "  .  •      '  i 

tion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Poole 
for  an  innholder,  by  the 
selectmen  of  Reading, 
May  10,  T774.  —  Orig- 
inal Manuscri|)t  of  Hon. 
Lilley  Eaton's  Bi-centen- 
nial  Poem.  1844.  —  Two 
Record  ISooks  of  the 
South  Reading  Riiles, 
18 1 9-1 844. — Town  Fi- 
nances of  Reading,  1726. 
—  Receipt  given  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  Pierpont,  for 
sahiry  for  year  1706. — 
Certificate  of  Member- 
ship of  Samuel  (Jardner, 
Esip,  in  15unker  Hill 
Monument  Association, 
with  autographs  of 
Daniel  Webster,  Edward 
ICverett,  and  other  dis 
linguished  olficers.  — 
Fast  Day  Proclamation,  Gov.  Increase 
July  21,  1776,  Benjamin  Swain,  '■  Sener, 
Prown,  of  Reading,  for  £.\o,  '•  a  sarlin 
wated  in  ye  township  of  Reading." — Deed,  April  5,  1751,  Jona- 
than lirown,  of  Reading,  for  £ ^o,  to  Nathaniel  Prown,  of  Reading, 
"  two  carten  pieces  of  land"  m  Reading. — Deed,  Nov.  26,  1759, 
Ebenezer  Nichols,  of  Reading,  administrator  of  Jonathan  Bryant, 
late  of  Reading,  to  Nathaniel  Prown,  of  Reading,  "a  carten 
Peace  or  Pearcel  of  Medow  and  Upland"  in  Lynn.  —  Deed,  Dec. 
21,  1794,  William  Wiley,  of  Charlestown,  to  John  Prown,  of 
Reading,  cooper,  "  a  certain  tract  of  medow  and  pasture  land,  lying 
and  being  in  Lynn."  —  Deed,  Sept.  4,  1746,  Timothy  Poole,  of  Lynn, 
to  Nathaniel  lirown,  of  Reading,  cooper,  ''  a  certain  tract  of  upland 
and  swamp  scituate  lying  in  the  town  of  Reading."  — Deed,  July  1, 
1802,  Stephen  Hale,  of  Reading,  to  Barzilai  Reed,  of  Reading, 
cordwainer,  "a  certain  piece  of  meadow  land  in  Reading." —  Broad- 
side, "  a  dream  told  to  the  South  Reading  Washington  Total 
Abstinence  Society  at  their  meeting,  July  19,  1841."  Supposed  to 
have  been  received  by  Mr.  John  Gould.  —  Rxpenses  of  Town  of 
South  Reading,  1S26.  —  Account  of  a  Melancholy  Accident  on  the 
Merrimac  River,  Newburyport,  July  23,  1794. — Advertisement  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Packet  "Orion"  for  San  Francisco,  Oct.  10, 
1849. —  Sermon  of  Rev.  Reuben  ICmerson,  delivered  December,  [824, 


on  a  Day  of  Public  rii.mksgiving.  — -  Meiiinrial  ,Sui  luon  on  lli.;  1  tc.illi 
of  Washington,  preached  in  the  Second  B.iplisl  (  Inncli,  Bunion,  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  A.  M.,  Dec.  29,  1791). 

ni';wspapI':rs. 

The  American  Gazette,  July  30,  1776.  — lOsse.x  Gazetle,  Salem, 
Oct.  24,  Oct.  31,  1769.  —  Salem  Mercury,  July  17,  1787;  M.iy  6, 
1788.  —  Salem  Gazette,  .Sept.  30,  1794;  Dec  29,  1795. —  luiparlial 
Herald,  Newburyport,  Jan.  30,  1795-  —  Columbian  .Sentinel,  Boston, 
Jan.  2,  1796.  —  The  .Selector,  Gainsboro,  Ga.,  April  21,  1S21. — 
The  Liberator,  July  28,  1848. —  LMster  County  Ga/etle,  \.  \'.,  Jan. 
4,  1800.  —  Boston  Kaleidoscope  aiul  Literary  Raiiiblei,  April  10, 
1849.  —  Boston  Herald,  Sept.  27,  1850.  —  Boston  Herald,  Oct.  30, 
1S52,  account  of  the  funeral  of  Daniel  Webster. — The  Phil.ulelpliia 
Ini|uirer,  May  1865. 


RESIDENCE  OF  WILL  EVERETT  EATON, 
Summit  .'\veniie,  W.ikefielil  I'ark,  Wakulielil. 


Wedding  King  of  Nathaniel  Cowdrey  and  Jerush.i  F^uiersnu,  May 
22,  1782,  a  narrow  band  of  gold  inscribed  inside,  "  Let  Love  abide 
till  death  divide." — Fan  carried  by  Lydia  Peirce  at  her  marriage 
with  Capt.  Thomas  luiton,  in  1708.  —  Pair  of  Toy  .Slippers,  nude 
by  Mrs.  Eunice  Evans  Eaton,  from  the  wedding  dress  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  Evans.  Inside  each  slip]:)er  is  a  smaller  one  made  from  the 
wedding  sli|)per  of   Mrs.   Ev.ms.      Pocket   Book  once  owned  and 

used   by    Biirrage  Wile, 
Esq.  —  Wooden  Snuff 
15o.\,  in  shape  of  a  book 
■  '   .  ■  made  by  Timothy  Poole 

in  [S17.  —  Pitcher  with 
designs  emblematic  of 
the  downfall  of  Napcj- 
leon  Bonaparte,  o  nee 
owneil  by  Mr.  J  o  li  n 
Gould. —  AiKieiit  I'cwler 
Platter,  once  owned  and 
used  in  the  Gardner  fani- 
i  1  y  .  —  Metallic  letters 
"  N  "  and  "  C  "  from  car. 
tridge  box  of  Capt.  Na- 
thaniel C  o  w  drey.  — 
Pewter  Porringer,  owned 
anil  used  in  the  I'oole 
family. 

ALMANACS. 
Nathaniel  Ames,  l!os- 
ton,  1753,  1760,  1774, 
1803.  —  Low's,  1802.  — 
Old  I'armer's  Almanac, 
Robert  P.  Thomas,  1848. 


Sumner,  1799.  —  Deed, 
'  of  Reailing,  to  Josiah 
[jeace  of  meddo  sitter- 


State  ISank  Bills,  1S31  and  1835.  —  Old-fashioned  Foot  Warmer. — 
Wooden  Sugar  Scoop,  formerly  owned  by  Matthew  1"'.  Leslie's  grand- 
mother French,  of  Beverly.  —  (jridiron  made  for  Charles  and  I'A'i/a. 
Bancroft,  of  South  Reading,  at  the  time  of  their  marri.ige.  — 
.Ancient  Sauce  Pan,  owned  by  relatives  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Lee.  —  Tea 
Kettle,  bought  by  I'.liza  P.  Nichols  when  she  first  went  to  house- 
keeping in  Salem  about  1S35.  —  Flax  Cards  and  Combs.  —  Iron- 
Pound  Wooden  Shovel  from  Charles  Green's  family.  —  Hog  Yoke 
from  Charles  Green's  family.  —  Warming  Pan.  —  Very  old  shoes 
from  Dr.  Hart  family.  —  Ancient  Umbrella  used  by  Capt.  Archibald 
Smith.  —  Old  Padlock  and  Key  from  the  Woodward  family.  —  Key 
to  the  old  Town  House.  —  Wooden  Nail  from  the  John  Gould 
house.  —  Spontoon  or  Pikestaff  carried  in  military  parade  during  the 
Revolution  by  ancestors  of  Jonathan  Nichols.  —  Banner  painted  by 
James  Burt,  of  South  Reading,  carried  in  a  great  political  demon- 
stration in  1844.  —  Military  Cap  worn  by  Dea.  George  R.  Morrison, 
of  the  South  Reading  Rides,  May  29,  1844. —  Bi-centennial  Celebra- 
tion of  Reading. —  Wooden  ornament  taken  from  a  pew  of  the  old 
church  in  1837,  during  its  remodeling.  —  Rolling  Pin  made  of  wood 
from  the  Old  South  Church,  Reading.  —  Walking  Stick  owned  and 
used  by  the  late  Benjamin  P.  Wiley.  — Swinging  Sign  of  the  Wiley 
Tavern,  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Albion  Streets,  on 
the  site  of  Perkins  Block. — Sign  of  Purrage  \' ale's  Inn,  1823, 
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corner  of  Main  Street  and  \'ale  Avenue. — Cavalry  Saber,  picked 
up  on  the  battlefield  of  f "letly.sbiirg,  1S63.  —  Silver  Watch  worn  by 
Serg.  Thomas  W.  Coombs,  Co.  K.,  iGtli  Kegt.,  M.  V.  INI.,  and  shat- 
tered by  a  bullet  during  one  of  the  fierce  battles  before  Richmond, 
also  the  bullet.  —  Canteen  useil  by  Thomas  W,  Coombs  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion. — Old  rowder  Horn. 

ARTICL1':S   Lt)ANl';i)  VARIOUS  I'I'.RSONS. 

Two  framed  pictures,  one  representing  Caleb  and  Joshua  coming 
from  the  promised  land;  the  other  rej^resenting  the  angel  appearing 
to  Abraham  and  commanding  him  to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac  as  a 
sacrifice.  These  ])ictnres  are  worked  in  colored  silks  on  a  satin 
background  in  an  ancient  stitch,  now  ind<now]i.  They  belonged  to 
Rev.  William  I  lobby,  sixtli  pastor  of  the  l'"irst  Parish  of  Reading, 
'733        '7'^5'  tradition  says  they  earlier  belonged  to  I'arson 

Hobby's  grandmother.     l,oaned  by  Henry  I'arker.  —  Homestead  of 
Capt.  Noaii  .Smith,  site  of  Wakefield  Town  Hall.    Oil  painting. 
Loaned  by  J.   I'ayro.  —  Photograph  of  the  residence  of  I'^dward 
Mansfield  before  the  trees  in  the  front  yard  were  cut  down.  Loaned 
by  I'xlward  Mansfield.  —  Photograph  of  Capt.  .Samuel  Kingman's 
residence.     Loaned  by  II.  W.  Halrymple.  —  Engraving  of  the  fac- 
tories of  the  Wakefield  Rattan  Company.     Loaned  by  Miss  L.  A. 
Hutchinson. —  Photographic  view  of  .South  Reading.    Loaned  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  V.  Morton.  —  Phottigra|)h  of  first  board  of  directors  and 
cashier  of  the  .South  Reading  liank.     Loaned  by  Edward  Mans- 
field. —  Portrait  of  Franklin  Poole,  painted  by  Joseph  Ames  of 
Saugus.    Loaned  by  Franklin  Poole. —  Portrait  of  Jonathan  Nichols 
at  the  age  of  twenty;  also  a  portrait  of  the  same  when  seventy  years 
old.     Loaned  by  Jonathan   Nichols.  —  Picture  of  liurrage  Vale 
when  a  young  man.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  V.  Morton.  —  Portrait 
of  Dr.  Wm.  llay,  an  early  physician  of  the  Old  Parish  in  Reading. 
Loaned  by  Miss   I'^unice  A.   Wiley.  —  Portrait  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Thatcher,  first  pastor  of  the  Old  .South  Church,  lioston.    Loaned  by 
Mrs.  Thatcher. —  Plan  of  Reading  in  1765.    l'"ac-simile  of  Colonel 
Nichols's  map.    Loaned  by  Charles  F.  Mansfield.  —  Photograph  of 
St.   Lawrence  Church  and  the  Market-Place,  Reading,  England. 
Loaned  by  A.  A.  Ilawkes.  —  Illustrated  descriptive  guide  book  of 
Reading,  England,     l  oaned  by  A.  A.  Ilawkes. —  Picture  painted 
by  Mrs.  .Sarah  \'.  Morton's  mother  while  at  Bradford  Academy, 
about  1S25.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  V.  Morton.  —  Photograph  from 
an  oil  painting  of  Rev.  Dr.  Eli  Forbes,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Poland.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Poland.  —  Second  Meeting-IIouse 
of  the  First  Parish  of  Reading,  erecteil  about  1689,  in  the  easterly 
part  of  what  is  now  the  old  burying  groimd,  on  the  spot  where  stands 
the  monument  of  Rev.  John  Mellen.     Loaned  by  C.  W.  Eaton. — 
Third  Meeting-IIouse,  erected  176S,  prior  to  the  gale  of  1S15,  when 
the  spire  was  blown  off.     Loaned  by  Thomas  Emerson.  — Third 
Meeting-House,  erected  176.S,  undergoing  its  second  remodeling  in 
1759.     Loaned  by  C.  W.  luiton.  —  Roll  of  the  Vale  Engine  Com- 
pany, July  I,  1S6S,  executed  with  the  jjen  of  Alexander  McAllister. 
Loaned  by  H.  W.  Datrymple. — Old  liible,  with  record  of  family  of 
Samuel  and  Jemima  Peirce  of  IJoston,  [785,  1792.      Loaned  by 
Rufus  K.  Ilewes. —  Hymn-book  printed  in  1 77  i ,  originally  owned 
by  Mrs.  Mary  V.  ISurditt's  grandmother,  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel 
Eaton,  of  North  Reading.    Rible  printed  in  1723,  which  belonged 
to  Jonathan  Wheeler,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Mansfield. 
Loaned  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  Mansfield.  —  Latin  Bible  printed  in  1562, 
being  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  old.     Loaned  by  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Wright,  of  Greenwood.  —  Record-Book  of  the  First  Parish  in 
Reading,  giving  the  contributions  for  the  support  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  lists  of  communicants  for  the  years  169S,  1699,  1700. 
Loaned  by  the  First  Parish.  — "  Book  of  accounts  Relateing  to  ye 
ordinance  of  ye  Lord's  Supper,  only  begun  ye  21st  March,  1726." 
Loaned  by  the  First  Parish.  —  Deed  May  24,  1791,  James  Bancroft, 
Esq.,  administrator  of  estate  of  Samuel  Poole,  gentleman,  late  of 
Reading,  to  Lillee  Eaton,  yeoman,  £G,  i6s.    "A  tract  of  medow 
land,  lying  in  said  Reading  south  parish,  called  drivers  lot."  Deed, 
Sei)t.  4,  17S4,    Reuben  I'iaton  of  Reading,  "  cordwainer,"  to  Lillee 
I'^aton,  "  one  quarter  part  of  a  Pew  in  the  Meeting-House  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Reading,  No.  37,  formerly  owned  by  my  honoured  father, 
Noah  h'.aton."    Deed,  .\pril  15,  1S13.    Heirs  of  Lillee  Eaton  to 
Caleb  f'".;iton  of  South  Reading,  cordwainer,  "  certain  pieces  or  parcels 


of  land  late  the  est.ite  of  Lilley  Eaton  dcce.iseil,  also  one  unilividcd 
half  of  a  wall  pew  on  the  lloor,  nundiered  37,  in  the  (_'ongregalinii,il 
meeting-house  in  said  South  Reading."     Loune<l  by  Mis.   W.  C. 
Campbell. —  Last  will  ami  testament  of  William  Whcckr,  uncK- of 
Jonathan  Wlieeler,  who  was  great-grandf.ither  of  Mrs.  I'lcnjauiin 
Mansfield  and  Miss  Sophia  J.  Rutter,  dated  Dec.  24,  1757-  l.o.iucd 
by  Mrs.  Benjamin  Manslield. —  Last  will  and  testament  of  George 
Washington,  dated  July  9,  1799;     Loaned  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  Mans- 
lield.—  Sermon  by  Charles  Chavmcy,  .\.  M.,  of  Boston,  delivered  Dec. 
17,  1741.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  .S.  E.  Wright. —  Funeral  sermon  iireached 
May  5,  1723,  by  Thomas  Foxcroft,  M.  .'\.,  pastor  of  the  Old  .S<.utli 
Church,  Boston.     Loaned  by  Fred    .\.  Sweetscr.  —  .Xlm.ui.ic  171  v 
Loaned  by  Mrs.    Benjamin    Mansfield.  —  Almanacs   for   llie  years 
17S6,  17S7,  1791,   1794,  1S14,  182(1,  i8jS.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  .S.  V.. 
Wright. —  Knife  and  fork  m.ide  by  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Buuipu>  .iboiii 
seventy-five  years  ago.     JjOaned  by  Mrs.  11.  Bumpus.  —  Cup,  oni  e 
owned  by  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims,  Plymouth  l'>ay  Colony, 
presented  bv  Capt.  Peleg  Simmons,  of  Duxbury,  to  b'red  /\.  Sweetscr, 
of  Wakefield,  iq)wards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  "Id.  Loaned 
by  Fred  ,\.  Sweetser.  —  Two  historical  plates  made  in  ciMiimenior.i- 
tion  of  the  death  of  George  Washington.     Loaned  by  Dr.  Cli.irK;s 
H.  Magoon.  — Calash,  a  favorite  headwear  of  the  ladies  se\enty- 
five  years  ago.    Loaned  by  Mrs.  H.  Bumpus.  —  An  ancient  mirror. 
Loaned  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Mansfield. —  Platter  with  view  of  the  State 
House,  Boston,  and  cows  feeding  on  the  Common.     Loaned  by  .Mrs, 
S.  J.  Fit/..  —  Old  Queen's  Arm.    Loaned  by  Rufus  K.  Hewus. — 
Cane,  made  from  a  piece  of  the  hull  of  the  frigate  '' Constituli<jn," 
Old  Iroiisitlc-s.     Loaned  by  T.  E.  Balch.  —  Pocket  rum  jug  of  Lieut. 
John  I'lint,  of  the  Revolutionary  Army.     Loaneil  by  1".  I'',.  B.dch. — 
Sword  of  Capt.  Samuel   Kingman,  of  the  South  Reading  Rilles. 
Loaned  by  Wni.  W.  Kingman. — Knapsack  of  Capt.  .S.imuel  King- 
man.   Loaned  by  Wm.  W.  Kingman.  —  Picture  and  autograph  of 
Abraham    Lincoln.      Loaned    by    C.    1''.    Mansfield. —  Knapsack 
M.  V.  M.,  used  during  the  Rebellion.    Loaned  by  Mrs.  M.  H.  Mui  - 
dock.  —  Picture  of  Camp  Hamilton,  Fortress  Monroe,  where  Warien 
Nichols  and  other  South  Reading  boys  were  quartered.     Loaned  by 
Mrs.  Mercy  E.  Nichols.  —  Picture  of  the  residence  of  Capts.  j.  V . 
Mansfield  and  McQuade,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  the  winter 
of  1S64.     Loaned  by  Col.  J.  V.  Mansfield.  —  A  memorial  of  the 
term  of  service  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Mansfield,  of  the  1 1  th  Massa- 
chusetts P)attalion,  from  1S61  to  1865.     Loaned  by  Col.  J.  F.  M.uis- 
field.  —  A  boot  worn  by  Horatio  Bumpus  in  the  battle  of  .Salem 
Church,  Va.,  May  3,  1S63,  showing  the  holes  made  by  a  bullet  in  its 
passage  through  boot  ami  leg.     Loaned  by  Horatio  Bumpus. —  .A 
comfort  bag  of  Lxlward  (i.  Manslield,  who  ser\ed  w  ith  the  three 
months'  men  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.     Loaned  by  l'!d«.ird  ,S. 
Mansfiekl.  —  Tobacco  box  and  pocketliook  welded  tngetliLi    by  a 
bullet  while   in  the  jiocket  of   Ihjratio   Bunqius,  at  the  battle  (if 
Crampton  Pass,  South  Mountain,  Ah!.,  .Sept.  14,  iS(j2.     Lo.uied  by 
II.  Bumpus.  — A  canteen  taken  by  li.  Bumpus  from  a  rebel  soldier 
in  the  late  war.     Loaned  by  H.  liumpus.  —  Piece  of  wood  from  .1 
tree  which  grew  in  the  Death  Angle,  on  Spottsylvani.i  battlehcld. 
Loaned  by  S.  B.  Dearliorn.  —  .\lbimi  of  war  envelopes.     Lo.med  by 
S.  B.  Dearborn.  —  .Silver  ferrule  from  cane  of  Ichaliod  Alden,  fourth 
generation  from   John  Alden,  of  Plymouth.     Loaned  by  Josu|ih 
Darling  Alden.  —  Mexican  knife  used  in  the  Seminole  W.ir,  I'  hjrida, 
given  by  Lieut.  Joseph  Darling,  of  the  United  States  .\a\  y,  to  Joseph 
Darling  Alden.     Loaned  by  Joseph  Darling  .Alden.  — Cup  suiiposed 
to  have  been  brought  from  London,  in  1635,  by  Thomas  Parker, 
ancestor  of  the  Reading  Parkers.    Loaned  by  Mrs.  .A.  J.  Baker.  — 
Wool  cards  over  one  hundred  years  old.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  |.  h'red. 
Wiggin. —  Printed  By-laws  of   the  town  of  South  Reailing,  1843. 
Loaned  liy  Stillman  J.  Putney.  —  .Shoe  made  in  1 822,  liy  Jonathan 
Putney,  grandfather  of  .S.  J.  Putney.     Loaned  by  Siillman  J  Put- 
ney.—  Pair  of  shoes,  ancient.     Loaned  by  J.  R.  Reid. —  I'itcher 
and  silver  creamer  brought  from  I'aigland,  about  1790,  by  a  sea- 
captain  and  presented  to  the  family  of  Jonathan  Wheeler.  Loaned 
by  Mrs.   lienjamin  Mansfield.  —  Table,  formerly  the  [Moperty  of 
Jonathan  Wheeler,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Mansfiekl 
ami  Miss  Sophia  J.  Rutter.    It  was  removed  from  Boston  when  the 
town  was  invaded  by  the  British.  Loaned  by  Miss  .So|)hia  J.  Rutter. — 
Chair  brought  from   England  by  the  grandmother  of  Jonathan 
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Nicliols,  the  said  Jonathan  lieing  now  over  ninety-four  years  old. 
Loaned  by  Mrs.  Mercy  1';.  Nichols. — Chair  with  carved  back, 
brought  from  iMiglaiul  in  i6|i  by  the  Appleton  family  of  Hamilton, 
Mass.  It  came  into  possession  of  the  Poland  family  and  was 
brought  to  South  Reading  in  1.S47.     Loaned  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Poland. 

—  Chair  which  graced  the  parlor  of  the  parsonage  of  Rev.  Dr.  KVi 
Korl)es,  great  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Poland,  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage in  1757.  Loaned  by  Mrs.  K.  C.  Poland.  —  Dental  chair,  used 
by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  and  said  to  be  one  of  the  first  of  the  kind  ever 
used  in  Poston.  Loaned  by  Dr.  Charles  II.  Magoon.  —  Coins, 
fifty-cent  piece  1795,  one  cent  1797,  one  cent  179S,  half  cent  iSoo. 
Loaned  by  Mrs.  .S.  Wright.  —  A  linen  shirt  made  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
V.  Morton's  grandmother,  in  1807,  for  the  grandfather  of  C.  W. 
I'^aton,  Esq.     Loaned  Ijy  Mrs.  Sarah  V.  Morton. 

Loaned  by  Thounas  li.  Wellinan  :  A  Wooden  liread  Tray,  a  wed- 
ding present  of  1S07.  —  Wooden  Snuff  Box,  1825.  —  Small  Hammer 
used  by  Jeremiah  liryant  in  shoeing  horses  in  Reading  about  1794. 

—  Picture  of  Rev.  Jose|)li  Grafton,  early  pastor  of  the  liaptist 
Cluircli  in  Newton.  — -  Old  picture  of  Gen.  Washington  in  leather 
frame.  —  Two  pictures  of  female  heads  in  oval  frame,  brought 
from  Lontlonderry,  Scotland,  about  1689,  to  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
then  to  Londonderry,  N.  IL,  and  then  to  Lynnfield,  Mass.  Have 
been  in  tlie  possession  of  the  Kelly  family  for  more  than  two  cen- 
turies. — -The  Scholars'  Arithmetic  or  Fed- 
eral Accountant,  by  Daniel  Adams,  1802. 

—  J'air  of  Chinese  Shoes,  worn  in  China 
by  a  native  of  Lynnfield,  in  1834. — Two 
China  Plates,  two  hundred  years  old.  — 
Boston  Teapot,  two  hundred  years  old.  — 
Two  China  Plates,  si.xty  years  old.  —  Sugar- 
bowl,  one  hundreil  years  old.  —  Soapstone 
from  Cobble  Hill,  .Stoneham,  used  as  a 
foot-warmer. 

Palm-leaf  Fan,  160  years  old,  formerly 
owned  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Reuben  Emerson.  Loaned  by  W.  W. Ring- 
man. —  Stone  Mortar,  used  by  Dr.  John 
Hay,  1775.  Loaned  by  Mrs.  A.H.  Ring- 
man. —  Inkle  Loom,  for  weaving  suspen- 
ders and  garters.  Loaned  by  (ieorge  .S. 
Rowell.  —  Two  Fire  Buckets.  Loanetl  by 
I''.  I.  Ptnrington. — -Flax  Comb,  formerly 
owned  by  Charles  Davis.  Loaned  by  Mrs. 
Frank  Smith.  —  Two  ancient  Fire  liuclcets. 
Loaned  by  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  G.  liotive.  —  Col- 
lection of  Indian  Relics,  consisting  of 
Axes,  Chisels,  Ciouges,  Hammers,  Pestles, 
.Arrow  and  Spear  Heads,  Drills,  Charms, 
etc.,  three  hundred  different  articles. 
Loanetl  by  C.  A.   I'erkins.  —  ['holograph 

of  Indian  Relics.  Loaned  by  C.  A.  Perkins.  —  Ancient  Bellows, 
Lamps,  antl  Candle-sticks.  Loaned  l)y  Miss  Charlotte  N.  Evans.' — 
Collection  of  old  China  and  ancient  Pewter  Plates  and  Porringers. 
Loaned  by  Miss  Charlotte  N.  Evans.  —  Ancient  Needle-work  and 
fine  Wearing  Apparel.  Loaned  by  Miss  Charlotte  N.  Evans.— 
Flax  Spinning-wheel,  used  by  the  grandmother  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Balch. 
Loaned  by  T.  E.  Balch. —  Weaver's  Reed.    Loaned  by  T.  K.  Balch. 

Loaned  by  Miss  Lucyette  Hartshorn:  ISlack  Walnut  Chair  of 
ancient  make,  dating  back  to  Mr.  L.  Eaton,  who  was  born  in  1638. 
—  Child's  Chair,  over  one  hundred  years  old.  —  Silk  Stockings 
worn  at  their  wedding  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Hartshorn,  May 
6,1813.— Lace  Arndets  of  Mrs.  Hartshorn,  1812. — Bead  Chain, 
made  by  Mrs.  Eliza  N.  (Hartshorn)  Clifford,  1S34.  —  A  very  ancient 
Pipe.  —  Three  Medals,  Van  ISuren,  Harrison,  and  Clay. —  Egg- 
shaped  Stone  from  the  ranch  of  the  late  E.  F.  Hartshorn,  Santa 
Barbara  County,  Cal.  —  Cu[)  and  Saucer,  over  a  hundred  years 
old. 

Loaned  by  Mrs.  IS.  1>.  Burbauk  :  Large  Pewter  Platter  from 
CJrace  Church  St.,  London,  I''.ngland,  formerly  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Sally  I'^aton,  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Pnirbank.  — Six  blue  and  white 
china  Cups  and  Saucers  brought  from  Canton,  China,  by  ancestors 
of  Mrs.   Burbank,  150  years  ago.  —  Silver  Porringer  and  .Spoon 


formerly  belonging  to  Mrs.  Sally  Eaton.  —  Silver  Candlestick,  Tea- 
spoon, China  Cup  and  Saucer,  also  Pitcher  of  burnished  silver  (now 
a  lost  art)  fornierly  belonging  to  Mrs.  Ebene/;er  Hartshorn. — 
Linen  Towel  made  by  Mrs.  .Sally  Eaton,  who  raised  llie  lia\,  N|iun 
the  tliread,  antl  wove  the  linen.  It  was  trimmed  with  wiilc  latting 
lace  made  Ijy  Mrs.  l'",bene/,er  Ilarlsliorri.  —  Wine  Glasses,  \ery  old, 
from  the  home  of  ICbeiie/.er  Hartshorn. 

It  was  estimated  that  fully  three  thousand  \isitors 
viewed  the  collection  iit  Guild  Hall  on  the  d.\\s  of  the 
celebration,  and  a  j;eneral  invitation  was  exleiuled  to 
register  their  n.imes  in  a  hook  provided  for  the  purpose, 
but  only  a  small  proportion  (jf  the  callers  accepted  the 
invitation.  Following  is  a  list  of  those  persons  who  in- 
scribed their  names  :  — 

Samuel  (..'lay ton  Kingman,  Washington,  Conn,  ;  Horace  M.  Wiley, 
Maiden;  Nellie  B.  Morse,  Worcester;  Mrs.  .Mary  C.  r..irne>,  West 
Medford  ;  Thos.  1!.  Wellman,  Lynnfield  Centre;  Mrs.  J,  J.  ( 'lea\e, 
Newburyport  ;  Abijah  Thompson,  A.  l-^.  \Vliilney,  Winchester; 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Lincoln,  Maiden  ;  .Mrs.  Charles  R,  Weston,  (ieorge- 
town  ;  Mrs.  Charles  L.  .Simpson,  i'ortsmouth,  N.  II.;  Mrs.  M.iry  K. 
Slack,  Dracut ;  Mrs.  Hattie  K.  Holden,  Billerica  ;  John  H.  Bracket!, 
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Dover,  N.  II.  ;  Jewett  B.  Sweester,  1  )an\'ers  ;  \V 
rose  ;  Willi. iiu  1.  Riiggles,  George  A.  Parker, 
Reading;  A.  K.  Brown,  Lynnfield;  D.  F.  Bennett,  Manchester; 
Eugene  M.  Butterlield,  Waltham;  Daniel  G.  Harvey,  ll.iruld  B. 
Harvey,  Emma  C.  Harvey,  Lynnfield;  Warren  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Warren  Richardson,  Boston;  Henry  L.  Eaton,  Wenham  ;  M.  (  1. 
Parker,  Conawango,  N.  V.;  R.  W.  Wallace,  Newport,  R.  L; 
Marcello  Hutchinson,  P'oxboro;  W.  B.  Clarke,  Melrose;  J.icoli 
Mitchell,  Reading;  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Snow,  .Sarah  A.  Snow,  .Slcjueham  ; 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Jones,  Melrose  Highlands;  .S.  H.  Diusmore,  I..  W. 
Krook,  Reading;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Young,  Chelsea;  Walter  .\. 
Vaughan,  Lynn  ;  W.  '1".  liiverson,  lidwin  Tucker,  Melrose  ;  Uscar  F. 
Salford,  Peabody ;  Mary  A.  Leeds,  .Samuel  Leeds,  Woburn ;  John 
M.  Bancroft,  Bloomfield,  N.  V.;  Luther  Reed,  Boston;  Henry  M. 
Hartshorne,  Maiden;  Nellie  F.  Dority,  Mrs.  Cieorge  R.  Dmity, 
Charlestown  ;  Paschal  A.  Wales,  North  Reading;  Charles  ^V.  .Ab- 
bott, Charles  A.  Watson,  Reading;  Horace  (!.  Rowe,  (Georgia  P. 
Rowe,  Stoneham ;  Albert  F.  Putnam,  Irene  E.  Putnam,  Lena  F. 
Putnam,  Daisy  M.  Place,  Hudson;  Eva  S.  Stone,  Reading;  Edith 
F.  Holt,  North  Reading;  George  E.  .Sanburn,'  Hartford,  Comi.  ;  S. 
Maria  Parker,  Maria  Carter,  Reading;  S.  J.  Bancroft,  Bloomlield, 
N.  J.;  I'^lorence  M.  Styles,  Woburn;  11.  M.  Daggett,  Jr.,  Clara  J. 
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Daggett,  Lydia  I).  I'uck,  Attluboio ;  AVairuii  N.  lUaliO,  Wobiirii  ; 
lleth  II.  Cox,  Maldfii  ;  I'].  l.oiiisL-  I'.ilmci,  S.iluiii  ;  George  li.  I'arker, 
Nortli  Keailiiig;  M.  K.  I'lielan,  Sack\ille,  N.  11.;  Helen  M.  I'aiker, 
lilaiiche  Wliiltretlge,  North  Keailiiig  ;  Warren  1'.  llahli,  l.ynii;  .S.  ( ). 
Richardson,  Jr.,  Toledo,  (  ).  ;  Sanuiel  llawkes,  Sangiis  ;  James 
Crowley,  Lynn;  Henry  1  ic.idnian,  Percy  Jeffrey,  Reading;  Andrew 
I).  lUancliaril,  Melrose;  Mrs.  ]•'..  W.  l*"oster,  'Tewksluiry  ;  Nellie 
l''ay  I 'allalian,  I.ynn;  1  .eonard  Thcinipson,  W'olunn  ;  T.  N.  k'ollans- 
l)ee,  l,ynn;  (  ).  1''.  Drew,  Newburyport  ;  J.  1'"..  'I'lionipson,  Rynn  ; 
Mrs.  S.  1'.  Cline,  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.  ;  A.  Russell  Manchester,  New- 
port, \\.  I.  ;  J.  A.  Davis,  Roxbury  ;  James  Sidlivan,  Jos.  McLaughlin, 
Melrose;  George  Green,  C.  L.  Jennings,  Charles  A.  Lewis,  k'-nima 
Lewis,  Harriet  Hadley,  NTaria  IC.  Jones,  Stoneliam  ;  Alice  F.  Hans- 
com,  Willa  C.  Hansconi,  Camhriilgeport ;  K.  Southwick,  J,ynn  ; 
Fred  H.  Lutts,  .Annie  H.  I'.vans,  Maiden;  A.  \V.  Rayner,  Newton 
Centre;  Harry  L.  I'.rickett,  wife,  and  daughter,  Lynnfield  Centre; 
Royal  Weston,  Mrs.  .V.  J.  I'utnani,  AFiss  Inez  K.  I'utnam,  Warren 
]■'..  Faton,  Gilman  D.  l\ingnian,  Zelia  M.  Kingman,  Reading;  C.  H. 
Nichols,  Mrs.  (_'harles  H.  Nichols,  Nortii  Reading;  C.  K.  .Spurr, 
Mrs.  C.  Spurr,  Rrocktoii  ;  Hannah  G.  ISuell,  Rrooklyn,  N.  Y .  ; 
.Sergt.  Thos.  C.  Crowley,  Lri.  F.  W.  Goodwin,  Co.  D.,  lughth  Regt., 
and  Pri.  Wni.  Thomas  .Abbott,  Co.  I,  Lynn;  C.  H.  Gerrold,  First 
lirigade  .Signal  Corps;  A.  L.  llurdakin,  Somerville;  Solon  1'. 
rhipps,  AlFton  ;  I'ri.  A.  J.  Gos>in,  Co.  D,  lughtli  Regt.,  M.  V.  M.  ; 
I'ri.  Myris  H.  Warren,  Melrose,  Co.  A;  IL  Winfield  ISutler,  East 
Saugus  ;  Hervey  L'phaiii,  Lynn;  Cleorge  W.  Jewett,  Manchester-by- 
the-Sea;  A.  PvL  llaker,  Ayer  Junction  ;  Mrs.  N.  V.  Kellogg,  Itangor, 
Me.;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Wright,  Reading;  Mrs.  Harriet  Q.  Burditt,  Sarah 
H.  Whitcondj,  North  Reading;  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  (llartshorne)  1!. 
Taylor,  Woburn  ;  Mrs.  S.  Howard  Pralt,  Dorchester  ;  Mrs.  W.  IL 
Symonds,  San  Francisco,  Gal.  ;  liessie  L.  Osborn,  London,  I'-ng. ; 
Alice  Hubbard  Breed,  Witch  City;  Alice  S.  Williams,  Salem  ;  Grace 
Felton  liatchelcler,  Peahody ;  Mabelle  Leigh  Sanborne,  Salem; 
Georgiana  R.  Perkins,  Newburyport ;  J.  W.  Spokesfield,  Reading; 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Wells,  Mrs.  Fmma  Cook,  Meltose;  Miss  Sarah  Cham- 
berlain, Miss  Grace  Nichols,  Woburn;  Wm.  1'^  Gray,  Reading; 
Stephen  Thompson,  Winchester;  John  M.  Eaton,  Waltham  ;  George 
.'Vbbott,  Watertown;  Fben  N.  Walton,  Carrie  E.  Walton,  Salem  ; 
George  A.  .Sargent,  Reading;  J.  W.  llartshorne  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
llartshorne,  Dorchester;  B.  F.  Tweed,  Cambridge ;  Theodore  Pope, 
Lynn;  Mrs.  M.  V.  Blanchard,  Candiridge ;  J.  B.  Lewis,  Reailing  ; 
C.  G.  Mears,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Mears,  Danvers;  F.  N.  Abbott,  N.  B. 
Fairbanks,  Milford;  (leo.  1 L  Spates,  Gloucester;  Charles  Duffy, 
South  Boston;  James  Donovan,  Chelsea;  John  Doogan,  East  Bos- 
ton; James  B.  Duffy,  South  Boston;  J.  P.  Sheafe,  Dover,  N.  IL  ; 
1^.  L.  Arnold,  Duxbury;  O.  I\L  Howe,  Boxford  ;  L.  Singer,  Boston; 
Henry  Batchelder,  North  Iveading  ;  Jean  Trolet  Baker,  Concord, 
N.  II. ;  Lealia  .\.  Collins,  Watertown;  Ida  Norbey,  Charles  Nor- 
bey,  Lynn;  A.  ,\.  Kingman,  lirookline;  II.  A.  -Sweester,  Boston; 
Mary  J.  Page,  Cliftondale ;  Helen  Dillenbach,  Haverhill;  A.  A. 
Reynolds,  Derry,  N.  H.  ;  Geo.  E.  Waters,  Mary  P.  Waters,  Harold 
E.  Waters,  Woburn;  John  Damon,  Reading;  .Annie  A.  lirown, 
Salem;  Martha  1^.  Shannon,  Beachmont;  I'klmund  A.  I>rown, 
Salen> ;  Henry  Cook,  Mrs.  Henry  Cook,  Reading;  Mrs.  li.  W.  P'ord, 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Mcl'^ntee,  Lynn;  Hannah  Hawkes,  Saugus;  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Brooks,  Cambritlge ;  Mrs.  Stephen  Burgess,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Dexter, 
Salem;  Mrs.  William  Teel,  Boston;  Mrs.  Asa  P.  Cleverly,  North 
Weymouth;  Theodore  Lilley,  Brockton;  Herbert  Chishohii,  Mel- 
rose Highlands;  E.  E.  Gorham,  G.  .V.  Stiles,  Boston;  Richard  J. 
Shanahan,  Thos.  II.  Gunn,  Lynn;  Mrs.  John  R.  Lane,  Methuen  ; 
Mrs.  William  Smith,  Charlestown  ;  Grace  B.  Nottage,  Maiden  ;  J. 
W.  Morrison,  M.  E.  Morrison,  Chester  S.  Morrison,  George  B. 
White,  Mrs.  White,  Boston  ;  Maude  C.  Daniell,  Louise  B.  Davis, 
Melrose;  Idizabeth  Clement,  Franklin,  N.  II.;  Henry  E.  F'alvey, 
iMiima  L.  Muldowney,  South  lioston  ;  Nellie  L.  Cleaves,  Newbury- 
port; Susan  S.  Gardner,  Somerville;  Georgie  B.  Knight,  Maiden; 
John  I'',  (^uinn,  Boston;  Nellie  M.  F"ay,  Somerville;  Andrew  Mans- 
lield,  Lynnfield;  Z.  II.  Rogers,  Beachmont;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Cloutman, 
Ilattie  W.  Cloutman,  Sarah  Sinclair,  Marblehead  ;  Flora  M.  .Smith, 
Sherborn  ;  Henry  J.  Parker,  lioston;  Fred  P.  Cowdrey,  F.  Earnest 
Cowdrey,  Fells;  W.  V.  Pettiner,  Waltham;  Arthur  S.  Howe,  Med- 
ford ;  Henry   T.  Lewis,  Reading;  Geo.  11.  CoUey,  Lynn;  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Benj.  Con.iut,  Arliuglun;  Geo.  A.  Coiu-y^  Haverliill  ;  Mrs. 
W.  Coney,  Re.uling  ;  Mrs.  J,  T.  P.aker,  Mabel  Kakrr,  1  v.  rclt  ; 
C.   K.   Maishall,  lioston;  Minnie   I''.  I'npe,  Lynu;  Mrs.  (.'.  i:.  M.u- 

shall,    P.rightiiu;    .Mrs.    L.  S.   .Vichuls,   Lynu;  (  lias.    1.    (   nbs, 

Maiden;  John  G.  Isalon,  H.iveihill;  Willis  II.  CKukson,  l  ouell; 
Grace  D.  .Sweester,  Re.iding  ,  I'anieliaA.  Keniston,  I'lynioiith,  \.  IL; 
George  II.  Porter,  Stoughlon  ;  Mr.  ,nid  Mrs.  Sedne)'  .\.  Hull, 
Billerica;  Cecil  P.  Bancmft,  Phillips  .Ac.ulemy,  Audmer;  Mrs. 
J.  II.  l'",.iton,  Pleasant  Hills;  Mrs.  .M/ij.di  Tlionipson,  Mrs.  Arlliur 
10.  Whitney,  Winchester  ;  Mr.  anil  Mis.  J.  How. ird  Fames,  Wilming- 
ton; I'aiiily  Warren  Man  li,  (  ainbridge  ;  Lorielte  Avery  l^.iiun. 
Maiden;  Mrs.  B.  S.  Hone,  Saugus;  Charlotte  M.  Hill,  .\ndo\er, 
and  others. 

DECORATIONS. 

Tui-:  dL'Cor;ition  of  lHiil(lini;s  i^luii^  the  line  of  jiroce-S- 
sioii  \va.s  .so  mimefoiis  and  almost  iiniver,s;tl  that  a  com- 
plete list  and  description  of  the  same  cannot  be  i;iven  ; 
but  the  following  list,  made  tip  niostl\'  from  the  record  of 
the  local  journals,  includes  most  of  the  more  nolle  cable 
displays  :  — 

The  Town  I{;ill  took  first  i)l;ice  for  beaut)'  and  bril- 
liancy of  adornment,  with  elaborate  dra]5eries  of  red, 
white,  and  blue,  graceful  festoons  of  the  national  ct)li)rs, 
flags,  bunting,  and  symbols.  On  the  front  of  the 
edifice,  directly  abo\'e  the  main  entrance,  were  the  in- 
scriptions :  "South  Reading, — Wakefield, —  We  (Jreet 
\'ou  All,"  a  large  portrait  of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  Sr..  and  a 
brightly  colored  representation  of  the  town  seal.  The 
High  School,  Lincoln  School,  and  Hamilton  School  build- 
ings were  hantlsomely  decoratetl.  'I'he  fai;ade  of  Wake- 
field's l>lock  was  profusely  and  handsomel)'  adorned,  and 
amid  the  colors  were  seen  the  inscriptions,  "  Press  Com- 
mittee, Room  7,"  and  "  Reception  Committee  Head- 
quarters." The  e.Kterior  of  (hand  .Army  llall  was 
handsome  with  many  flags  and  festoons  of  bunting,  and 
display  of  a  large  painting  representing  '■  The  Rear 
(iuard,"  and  the  words,  "  y//('  Di  fcihh') i  of  our  Coiaiti  r 
shall  lu'Tcr  I'c  fi>ri^of/('/i The  post-ofiice  building  looked 
very  fine  in  its  drapery  of  the  national  colors,  including  ,i 
portr.iit  of  Washington  and  the  hospitable  word  '•  Wel- 
come." Gould  JJlock  appeared  in  tasteful  and  l)iiHi;int 
array,  under  direction  of  the  occupants,  the  (^uaini.t- 
powitt  Club  and  J.  W.  Toland  &:  Co.  I'he  old  Town 
House,  owned  by  Stillman  J.  I'utney,  l>ore  elaborate 
decorations,  and  a  tablet  inscribed  ■■'I'he  Old  Town 
Hall,  the  Council  Chamber  of  our  l''athers  from  1S34  {o 
1871."  The  shoe  factory  of  'Fhomas  Emerson's  Sons 
was  bright  and  handsome  in  patriotic  colors.  The 
Wakefield  mansion  was  e.specially  beautiful  ,ind  attrac- 
tive in  the  completeness  and  taste  of  its  decoration.  Dr. 
S.  O.  Richardson's  residence  was  also  very  noticeable  in 
its  bright  and  elegant  embellishment.  Miller's  j^iano 
factory  was  tastefully  adorned,  and  the  J'iremen's  build- 
ing was  beautiful  in  many  colors,  whde  the  I'agod.i  on 
the  Park  was  a  glowing  spot  on  the  green  landscape. 

Among  other  brilliant  and  glorious  displa)'s  in  honor 
of  the  great  anniversary,  may  be  mentioned  Cutler 
lirothers'  block,  Harry  F.  Lawrence's  store.  Odd  I'Y-Uows' 
Hall  building  by  Kelly  brothers,  and  the  People's  Cloth- 
ing store,  the  adjoining  block  by  Klisha  N.  Smith,  (Jeorge 
H.  Taylor,  and  Powser        Co.,  Council  and  Curley's 
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l)U)ck,  including  llui;h  ronnell's  slioe  store,  Jordan's 
drug-  store,  and  llarnden's  tonsorial  Lanljellishrncnt,  A. 
Sutler's  store,  Cheney's  Ijlock  and  store,  Cate's  building, 
including 'i'a}  lor's  market  and  R.yder's  drug  store,  C'ecca's 
block,  including  G.  \V.  Eaton's  store  and  Carey's  milli- 
nery store,  the  Perkins'  building,  Jordan's  lilock,  includ- 
ing Clothey's  apcjthecary  store  and  C.  h-aton's  law 
and  real  estate  office,  Nickerson's  market  anil  lla)'es's 
bakery.  The  front  of  liritton's  shoe  store  was  in  bright 
array,  as  was  also  l!onney"s  drug  store.  The  residence 
of  Edward  Mansfield  and  of  Charles  II.  .Stearns  and 
John  W.  White  was  very  handsomely  adorned,  as  also  that 
of  John  II.  Beebe.  Other  residences  on  Main  Street 
that  were  conspicuous  in  their  patriotic  adornment  was 
that  occLipied  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Wiley,  George  Batchelder, 
and  James  A.  Day,  the  home  of  Chester  W.  Eaton,  the 
dwellintr-iiouse  of  Andrew  N'ounu,  the  residence  of  Geor";e 
l'\  Wilson,  the  old  Eaton  homestead,  which  contained 
the  invalid  poet  of  the  day,  the  residences  of  W.  T. 
Van  Nostrand,  Howard  Emerson,  E.  E.  Emerson,  bred 
]].  Carpenter,  I!.  F.  liarnard,  I'eter  S.  Roberts,  and  John 

G.  Aborn,  ancient  buttonwood  tree  on  the  old  White, 
formerly  Evans's,  estate,  the  residences  of  IJ.  W.  h'irinan, 
George  R.  Morrison,  Hiram  Eaton,  Mrs.  William  \\'hite, 
and  Junius  Beebe. 

On  Salem  Street  were  observed  brilliant  decorations 
on  the  residences  of  James  E.  Emerson,  Harvey  B. 
Evans,  G.  H.  Smith,  2d,  and  Franklin  Poole  ;  on  Lawrence 
Street,  the  villas  of  George  H.  Maddock,  Edwin  C. 
Miller,  Frank  A.  Clapp,  and  Charles  B.  Bowman  were 
beautifully  adorned  ;  on  Pleasant  Street,  those  of  George 
S.  Rowell  and  Frank  D.  Miller,  of  J.  S.  Griffiths,  Edward 

H.  Walton,  Charles  E.  Walton,  M.  J.  Hill,  and  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Baker;  on  Park  Street,  the  homes  of  K.  P.  Buzzell, 
O.  M.  Cutler,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Davis,  Henry  P.  Pinkham, 
and  Stanle\'  I!.  Dearborn;  on  Crescent  Street,  the  resi- 
dence of  J.  liarnard  Wiley;  on  Vale  Avenue,  the  resi- 
dences of  H.  G.  Travis,  H.  B.  Parker,  Rev.  N.  R.  Everts, 


W.   1).   headman,   B.   P..   I'.uibank,  G.    H.   Scovell,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Mansfield,  Mrs.  Mai)-  F.  Aboin,  G.  H.  T(jwle, 
Richard  Piitldii,  C.  E.  Niles,  C.  A.  Bowser,  W.  E.  (  (kjii, 
C.  A.  Cheney,  .S.  K.  Hamilton,  .Mrs.  M.  Jv  Re)n(ilds,  , 
and  PI.  E.  Wiley;  on  Avon  Street,  the  residences  of  Dr. 

C.  II.  Magiion,  Dr.  J.  W.  Ilealh,  D.  II.  Darling,  S.  A. 
Clough,  Harry  Fnster,  Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Dr.  Charles 
hntton  ;  011  ("hestnut  Street,  the  residences  of  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Newcoml),  A.  .S.  Atheitoii,  J.  W.  Grace, 'P.  J.  Skinner, 
Mrs.  N.  S.  Dearborn,  (i.  F..  Carey,  Capt.  S.  F.  Eitlletield, 

D.  P.  Rolfe,  Dr.  E.  P.  Colby,  K.  I).  Weston,  J.  .M .  Perley, 
C.  'P.  C.  Whitcoinb,  S.  S.  While,  and  W.  P.  Jones;  on 
Albion  Street,  the  store  of  John  f  lanley,  Albi(;ii  lintel, 
A.  C.  Perkins'  Block,  occupied  l)\'  E.  F,.  (.'arter's  store  and 
Staples's  hair-dressing  saloon,  the  residences  of  Dr.  J.  .\. 
O'Leary,  Charles  M.  Elkins,  Charles  F.  Hartshoine,  Col.  ' 
Charles  F.  Woodwartl,  the  ljusiiiess  places  of  J.  I  )e\lin, 

'P.  K.  Dw)er,  Butler  and  F.merson. 

(Jn  Railroad  Street,  the  bank  building  was  handsomely 
decorated  by  the  National  Bank,  Everett  W.  Eaton,  grcjcer, 
and  N.  D.  Mayo,  provision  dealer  ;  the  Boston  tV'  Maine 
depot  was  gay  with  Hags  and  streamers.  Appropriate 
decorations  were  seen  on  the  store  and  residence  of 
J.  C.  W.  Walton,  and  the  residences  of  E.  W.  F.aton, 
'Phomas  Winship,  and  D.  (',.  Walton. 

( )ii  Murray  Street,  'Pliomas  Mickey's  residence  was  | 
conspicuous  in  tasteful  colors.  ( )u  Fairmouiit  .\ venue,  j 
tile  residences  of  Samuel  E.  White  and  F,.  R.  Partridge.  '[ 

The  gateway  at  the  entrance  to  Wakefield  Park  was  | 
brilliantly  adorned,  and  within  the  Park  the  residences  of  ? 
Maj.  W.  N.  'Pyler,  (F  W.  Harrington,  and  Plarrie  B.  [' 
'Phacher.  On  Prospect  Street,  the  residence  of  William  t 
II.  McCausland  was  brightly  tlecorated.  ! 

It  is  believed  to  be  true,  and  is  sincerely  regretted  by  j 
the  editor,  that  many  residences  in  various  parts  of  the  ■  \ 
town,  which  were  elegantly  and  tastefully  adorned,  : 
escaped  the  observing  eye  aiul  recording  \>cn  of  the  \ 
reporter  in  his  hasty  rounds. 


VIEW  ON  MAIN  STREET,  LAKESIDE,  WAKEFIELD. 
Looking  norlliwestei  ly  .icross  Lalie  Qu.imi.ipowitt. 
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TUESDAY. 


lONDAY,  Settlers'   Day,   as  has  been  de- 
scril)ed,  was  full  of  sunshine,  and  the  old 


r^irst  I'arish  was  happily  favored.  lJut 
^  ~^    before  midnight  the  clouds  began  to  lower, 

and  the  morning  of  Tuesday  opened  with 
a  vigorous  downpour.  At  times,  llirough  the  forenoon, 
the  clouds  would  stay  their  weeping,  but  not  to  an  ex- 
tent to  kindle  "  high  hopes  "  in  the  breasts  of  those  who 
had  the  celebration  in  charge.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
struggle  going  on  between  Old  .Sol  and  Jupiter  I'luvius  ; 
and  not  until  near  the 
middle  of  the  after- 
noon was  there  evi- 
dence that  the  sun 
had  got  the  better  of 
his  antagonist.  ISefore 
evening  the  clouds 
had  sailed  away,  and 
the  day  went  ilown  in 
glory. 

During  the  week 
prexious  to  the  cele- 
bration, the  decora- 
tors had  been  busy 
jnitting  t  h  e  public 
ways  and  connnons, 
and  buildings,  both 
pri\'ate  and  public,  in 
gala  attire.  Sunday, 
j\f ay  27,  the  town  was 
gay  with  bunting. 

Of  the  pulilic  work, 
the    decorations  on 

the  old  bank  building,  on  Main  Street,  were  the  most 
elaborate.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  Public  Library  was 
a  large  bunch  of  jjurple  velvet,  with  the  motto  "250th 
Anniversary,"  and  the  dates,  "  1644-1894."  Two  large 
.\merican  Hags  were  so  draped  as  to  resemble  a  huge 
butterriy,  and  these  were  surmounted  with  an  American 
eagle.  Large  streamers  of  bunting  were  carried  from  the 
roof  to  the  corner  of  the  building,  and  Hags  of  all  nations 
appeared  here  and  there,  making  one  of  the  tinest  decora- 
lions  in  town. 


'i"he  decorations  upon  the  town  building  and  engine- 
house  made,  combined,  a  very  pretty  picture  when  viewed 
from  Main  Street.  On  the  Pleasant  Street  side  of  the 
building  was  placed  a  large  oil  painting,  rejjresenting 
"Washington  Crossing  the  Delaware."  I'nder  the  same 
a  fac-simile  of  the  town  seal  was  placed  in  black  and 
white.  The  painting  was  draped  with  bunting,  and 
streamers  of  the  same  were  carrictl  to  the  side  of  tlie 
building.  ( )n  the  front  of  the  ljuilding,  o\'er  the  entrance 
to  the  engine-hoirse,  was  placed  a  large  marine  painting, 

representing  the  en- 
gagement between 
the  "  .Monitor  "  and 
the  "  Merrimac.  " 
I'Yom  the  Hag  staff  a 
line  of  Hags  and  pri- 
vate signals  were 
carried  to  the  corner 
of  the  building.  'I'wo 
large  American  Hags 
f(jrmed  an  archway 
over  the  door. 

The  iiigh  school 
building  on  the  com 
moil  was  also  elal>- 
or.ilel)'  decor. ited. 
(  )n  tile  side  of  the 
building  was  a  large 
painting  of  the  "  Tri- 
umph of  Washing- 
ton, "  twenty  feet 
square,  handsomel)- 
draped  with  bunting 
and  Hags  ;  under  this  was  the  motto,  "  Religion,  Educa- 
tion, and  Freedom  ;  a  Tricolor  for  the  World,"  printed 
in  gold  letters  on  a  background  of  blue  silk,  h'lags  were 
draped  from  all  the  windows  and  bunting  completely 
covered  the  building.  Li  this  building  was  located  the 
art  and  historical  exhibit,  also  relics  of  antique  "  Redding." 

Black's  151ock,  on  Haven  Street,  was  ablaze  with  bunt- 
ing and  flags.  On  the  Ilavt'n  Street  side,  two  large 
paintings  were  placed,  one  reiiresenting  the  uprising  of 
the  North,  and  the  other,  a  soldier's  camp  scene.  Large 

12  1..$^ 


Jf^Ce/'T/Of/  AND  /MV/TATJO/f  COMM/TTEe. 


FAC-SIMILE  OF  READING'S  OFFICIAL  INVITATION. 


. 'I'wo  iiuNDRi-:!)  AND  I'lin'iin'ii  .\nnivi<:rs.\r\' 


7  Kred  W.  II  a  ixii,            Selectman  and  Assessor. 

S  James  V.  Ci.iiMFNT,           Selectman  (CZ/^t/r/y/i///). 

i)  Wii  LiAM  II.  W'k.iitman,    Se]ccmy.\ri  (Si'crffury). 

10  AuTHUR  G.  I'.MERSON,    Superintendent  of  Streets. 

11  Jambs  Riiii),  Town  CMerk. 

12  Mii.i.ARt)  V.  CnARi.Es,  Assessor. 
11  H  AR  i.i»v  1'rfntiss,                  Collector  of  Taxes. 


1  Walti'R  S.  I'ARKEK,    School  Connnittee  (C7((;/7-;«rt//). 

2  Cmi.man  I,.  Parker,      School  Committee  (.SV(>-<'/<(r)')- 

.School  Committee. 


3  Horace  G.  Wadi-in, 

4  CVRUS  M.  liARROWS, 

5  Frank  Parker, 

6  Kdwaki)  ¥,  Parker, 


School  Committee. 

.Sclio<}I  Committee. 

Town  Treasurer,  School 
Committee,  and  Asse  ssor 
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Hags  were  draped  from  the  roof  down  to  the  second  story. 
Under  the  windcjws  of  llie  tliird  story,  where  tlie  ban- 
(|uet  was  lield,  a  very  elfective  ch'apery  was  made  of 
red,  white,  and  bine  bunting.  On  the  end  of  the  build- 
ing, over  the  lirst  story,  was  placed  a  painting  of  Sheri- 
dan's famous  ride,  surrounded  with  national  flags,  and 


RESIDENCE  OF  WALTER  S.  PARKER  (WALNUT  KNOLL), 
W.ilniit  Slreet,  Reading. 

the  motto,  "  Welcome  to  Reading."  ( )n  Haven  Street, 
from  the  building  to  a  Hag  staff  opposite,  were  hung  two 
large  .American  Mags,  with  the  motto,  "  250th  Anniversary, 
1644-1894."  .\  Oreeting  to  All."  The  entrance  to 
the  bantjuet  hall,  on  Migh  Street,  was  also  elaborately 
draped  with  Hags. 

The  common  and  band  stand  were  decorated  with  Hairs 
and  streamers,  and  two  long  strings  of  Hags  were  carried 
from  the  Hag  staff  to  the  trees  below. 

On  the  line   of  the  procession,  at  the  turning  1 
points,  llags  were  placed  across  the  street ;  and  it 
was  intendeil  to  have  the  motto  "  Welcome  "  placed 
at  the  six  entrances  to  the  town,  but  the  rain  of  tlie 
morning  prevented. 

,\t  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  the  lighted 
match  was  put  to  a  huge  pile  of  combustible  mate- 
rial that  had  been  placed  upon  the  top  of  Bear 
Hill,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town.  'l"he  Hames  ' 
soon  shot  heavenward,  leaping  and  dancing,  answer- 
ing back  to  fires  that  iiad  been  kindled  on  Parker's 
Hill,  in  the  okl  North  I'recinct,  earlier  in  the  evening. 

c/  iioiton JJa)iiiiiis fnihilia  I'iiiciiut. 

At  sunrise,  and  also  at  noon  and   sundown,  a 
salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired  from  a  battery 
from  Lawrence,  stationed  on  Main  Street  near  the 
Common,  and  the  bells  pealed  out  their  welcome 
from  every  church  spire.    The  Executive  Committee 
convened  early  at  their  headquarters  in  Odd  Fellows' 
]5uilding,  on  Woburn  Street.    After  a  short  deliberation, 
it  was  decided  to  send  messages  to  all  organizations  who 
had  accepted  invitations  to  be  jiresent  and  aid  in  the 
celebration,  asking  them  to  come,  whatever  the  state  of 
the  weather.     To  the  inquiry  by  telephone  of  the  Oov- 


ernor,  whether,  under  the  circumstances,   Ik:    would  be 
expected,  answer  was  made,  — 
"  Yes,  come." 

.\   special   train,   at    10.15    ^-  biought  Ciovornor 

(}reenhalge  and  staff,  the  Independent  Cor[)s  of  Cadets, 
and  Baldwin's  Cadet  liand.  .\  gox'crnor's  salute  of 
seventeen  guns  greeted  the  supi'eme  executive 
magistrate.  The  reception  connnittee  met  the 
(Governor  at  the  station,  and  under  escort  of  the 
cadets,  marched  to  headcpiarlers  in  ( )dd  l''ellows' 
Hall. 

]\rost  of  the  invited  guests  arrived  b\'  the  morn- 
ing trains.  Carriages  met  them  at  the  statii.m  : 
from  thence  they  were  also  conveyed  to  ( )dd 
Fellows'  Hall. 

The  militai)'  companies  had  been  assigned  to 
comfortable  tjuarters  in  lilack's  Block,  wdiere,  in 
varied  diversions, —  whist,  exchanging  the  latest 
stories,  etc.,  with  plenty  of  fragrant  llavannas, 
—  they  made  less  tedious  the  passage  of  time. 

The  bands  engaged  for  the  occasion,  compris- 
ing Reeves's  American  of  Providence,  Baldwin's 
Cadet,  Salem  Cadet,  Woburn,  American  Watch 
Compan}''s,  of  \\'altham,  and  Lynn  brass,  like 
wandering  minstrels,  meandered  aroimd,  gi\ing 
impromptu  concerts  to  delighted  audiences  at 
the  engine-house,  R.  A.  C.  rooms.  Black's  block,  and 
O.  iV.  R.  headf|uarters. 

The  lire  department  extended  the  right  hand  oi  fellow- 
ship and  drew  all  the  \'isiting  fire  fighters  in  from  out  the 
wet  and  cold.  The  guests  were  necessarily  sheltered  ])e- 
neath  the  roof  of  the  engine  house,  and  were  the  recipi- 
ents of  every  attention  that  could  make  their  stay 
enjoyable. 


READING'S  I'OOTH  ANNIVERSARY  BONFIRE  COMMITTEE, 
i'rep.iring  for  Uluniinalion  on  Hoar  Hill. 

The  rain  continued  to  pour  and  the  procession  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 


The  North  I'reciuLl,  four  miles  away,  had  determined 
to  be  no  inconspicuous  part  of  the  morning  procession. 


TWO  HUNDRED  AND  KI  Fll  icrn  ANNIVKKSAKV 


READING  TOWN  OFFICIALS,  1894.    ((jroup  No.  2.) 


I  i  I    I     1    I  1  •! 


l',  ANCI  |-;.\T  ■('(  )\VN  Ol'  KI'.DDINC. 


-'5 


The  I'lftli  division  in  the-  p,ir;ul(j,  il  would  have  been  made 
up  as  follows  :  — 

Chief  Marshal  .uul  a'Kl>^.  ,  ,.,  ,^ 

I. vim  llra.-is  liaiul.  tut-nty-liv  c  pieces, 
h'irc  ile|)aitincnl  with  L-ii,L;iiiu. 


RESIDENCE  OF  HON.  HORACE  G.  WADLIN, 
Wolimii  Street,  keatling.  ■  ; 

ln\itL(l  j;iiusls  ill  Lairiago,  (haiitl  Army  in  haixe. 
ScIkioI  LhiUliL-n  in  harj^o. 
'rradcs,  ic])ri;sL-nti.-tl  as  follows:  — 
II.  .\.  (  arpL-iiter,  groceries,  three  wagons. 
.\rtliiii       I:  pton,  groceries,  three  wagons, 
laieil  I!.  .Mcl.aiie,  twelve  wagons. 
IIliiiv  .\.  L'pton,  biitcliei  and  farmer,  si.\  wagons,  iiiiscellaneous. 

Synionils  \  Son,  l)o.\  m.tiitifac t tn ers,  three  te.inis. 
.\iul  iiiisc  ellaiu/oiis  wagons  re|)i"esentiiiL;  the  iniliisl  lies  of  the  town, 
sliop,  anil  l.iini. 


pollmiiks  .ind  ll  .iiiiiiicis,  hiil  also  llie  liellows,  the  sluA  el 
,uiil  toiiLi^s,  the  pewtei"  pl.Uteis  and  poriingers,  the  loom 
aiul  (|nill wheel  and  swilts,  the'  i  .mdlestieks,  ,ind  iho 
ni.iiiy  other  artieU's  ih.il  were  i)leasin_n  to  the  e\'es  ol  the 
busy  housewife  ol  a  eeiittirx  ,ind  a  half  a^o.  'I'he  feiiiaiii- 
ing  |j(jrtiijn  ol  the  spacious  room  \\,is 
filled  with  relics  well-niyh  inniiniefable, 
leiiiiniscences  of  a  bvf^'one  age,  con- 
ti  iliiited  b\' tlie  citi/ens  ol  iheoKl  noi  lli 
ami  west  p.ii  ishes. 

The  le-citation  room,  de\'oted  lo  the 
art  exhibit,  w  .is  lilted  up  as  a  "  modern 
]).tilor."  llere  were  iii.gs,  drai)ei"ies, 
ottoman,  sofa,  chairs,  rare  \'ases,  biit- 
a  fjiMc,  lamps,  and  tables  of  artistic 
design,  all  gi\'ing'  to  the  loom  an  air  of 
lu.\tir\'  and  rermement.  (hi  the  north 
w.tll.  between  the  windows,  was  a  huge 
and  linely  executed  painting,  designed 
for  a  miisic-room,  by  Cavallaid.  The 
other  walls  of  the  room  were  hidden 
under  tastefully  luing  paintings,  neai  l\- 
all  of  them  the  \vt)rk  of  Reading"  men 
and  women.  So  excellent  was  the  ex- 
hibit, that  not  onl)-  thiajtiglunit  the  il,i\' 
w'.is  it  one  of  tiie  chief  centers  of  attraction,  but  it  le- 
mained  so  up  to  the  \  er)'  ending  of  the  week. 

l)eftjre  tlu'  arri\  al  in  town  of  the  ( !(j\'ernor  and  stall, 
the  execiiti\e  committee  hat!  decidetl  t(j  .isk  the  sotielv- 
worshii^jjing  in  the  (  )ld  South  Church  to  open  the  build- 
ing at  i. 30  o'clock,  if  it  continiietl  to  rain,  for  .1  '■band 
concert  and  speaking."  i'he  retpiest  was  giwnteil,  .ind 
llyers  were  at  once  printed,  annoimt  ing  the  fact,  .iiul  tlis- 
ti'ibutetl  1)\-  niiid)le  feet  throniihout  the  town. 


Shortl)'  after  the  arrival  of  the  (lovernor  at 
headc|uarters,  an  impromptu  reception  was 
arranged.  ( )ld  and  young,  lads  and  lassic-s  even, 
were  gix'en  an  oi)portunity  lo  shake  hands  with 
1  lis  l">xcellenc}'. 

After  the  reception  at  heaiU|uarters,  the  ex- 
ecutive C(;mmittee  invited  the  (lovernor,  the 
Lietitenarit-(io\ernor,  and  His  i'",xcellenc)''s  stalf 
to  visit  the  historical  and  art  exhibit  in  the 
high  school  building.  I'he  exhibit  was  a  le- 
iiiarkable  one,  l)Oth  in  extent  ant!  variet}'.  It 
occupied  tiie  schoolroom,  which  extended  the 
entire  length  of  the  structure,  ami  tlie  large 
recitation-room  leading  out  of  it.  The  purjjose 
of  the  committee  ha\  ing  the  exhibit  in  charge 
was,  as  stated  by  the  chairman  in  the  C/no/i/i/r 
of  jime  16,  "  not  only  to  disi:)la\'  articles  of 
historic  interest  and  value,  but  also  to  siiow  the 
contrast  between  the  primitive  kitchen,  with  its 
crude  necessities  and  bare  walls,  and  the  modern 
parlor,  with  its  display  of  comfort  and  luxury,  and  the 
artistic  talent  of  the  townspeople.'' 

'I'he  "  primiti\  e  kitchen  ''  was  placed  in  the  south, 
eastern  corner  of  the  schoolroom,  and  here  were  shown 
not  onl\'  the  old  fireplace,  with  its  crane,  its  andirons,  its 


OLD-FASHIONED  KITCHEN, 
At  l.o.Tii  .incl  .Art  Kxhibit,  Ke.iclin;.;. 

MEETING   IN  THE  OLD  SOUTH. 

At  the  hour  mentioned,  the  rain  still  continuing,  the 
building  was  opened  and  soon  filled  with  an  eager  auditor)'. 
Reeves's  band  was  stationed  in  tlie  singers'  galleiw, —  its 
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martial  strains  neutraliziiii;'  in  no  small  tlcgree  the  elTects 
of  the  glocjni  witiiout. 

Mr.  Walter  S.  Parker,  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee, presided.  He  first  introduced  His  Excellency, 
(lovernor  (;rcenhali;'e,  in  the  following"  appropriate  lan- 
uuau-c  :  _ 

ll  is  a  unnecessary  fur  iilc  Ui  say  thai  we  meet  lliis  afleiniiiin 
iindei  inauspiLioiis  ein.  nnistances.  'I'liis  niiglit  aptlv 
lie  calleil  i'lnitan  weather.  Thi^  uealher  greeted 
the  I'ilgiiins,  witli  sleet  antl  snow  added  thereto. 
I'hey  received  it  with  faith  and  trust.  We  receive  it 
with  disappointment,  mingled  with  a  little  modern  ' '■  '  :  ' 

pliilosopln.  We  h.i\e  endea\cired  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  make  the  liest  of  it.  W  e  had  high  hopes 
of  giving  a  much  liner  greeting  to  the  gentleman 
who  so  alily  represents  this  dear  <dd  coniiiK jii w ealt h, 
and  who  has  kindly  Inaved  the  drenching  rain  to  he 
with  us  t(j-dav.  W  e  had  high  hopes  of  giving  him 
a  right  royal  welcome  —  one  lielitting  the  dignilv 
<if  the  commonwealth  ;  and  of  expressing  to  him 
our  high  appreciation  of  those  pers(uial  ijualities, 
heart  antl  head,  which  have  already  endeared  him 
111  the  loyal  citi/eus  of  Massachusetts. 

1  know  vou  are  an.xious  to  hear  from  His 
cellency,  the  (  lovernin-. 

Remarks  by  (lovernor  (Ireenlialge  :  — 

Mr.  C/i,ii I  iihi II,  /.iii/i,-\  mil!  (.iciilL'iiii'ii,  iiiv  /'c/A'Ti'- 
Cilr.iiis   all:     I    am  delighted  to  lie  here,  and  all 
the  more  so  liecause  I  appe.ir  to  come  imder  what 
your  chairman  has  termetl  inifav  en  able  airspices. 
I  have  not  missed  the  right  royal  welcome  which  he  said  1  would  hav  e 
received  imder  sunnier  skies.     I  think  the  right  royal  welcome  has 
been  present  here  to-tlay,  and  it  is  the  kind  of  a  welcome  that  will 
stami  ,iny  amount  of  wet  weather.    That  is  the  kind  of  welcome, 
and  it  is  the  kind  of  work  which  we  look  for  in  a  community  like 
tliis.     In  a  newer  community  we  might  expect  something  of  change- 
aliilil)  and  of  weakness,  something  of  shiinkiiig  from  the  elements, 
but  you  camuit  alYord  to  be  daunted  liy  any  storm  that  ever  swept 
the  skies.      What  benefit 
has  been  yours hav  ing 
forefathers  who  were  win- 
leretl   in  the  storm,  and 
whose  grand  virtues  came 
out  in    more   rugged  ;ind 
promineiit   form,  because 
ihey  had  the  tutoring  of 
the  wind  and  the  rain  tind 
the  storm  in  every  form 
and  manifestation  I 

Therefore  1  say  1  am 
all  the  more  glad  to  tes- 
tify to  the  sincere  warmth 
with  which  the  common 
wealth  brings  its  assu- 
rance of  the  profound 
interest  it  takes  in  occa- 
sions like  this.  I  am  glad 
if,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
I  and  my  honored  coad- 
jutor and  our  associates 
can  make  up  for  the  lack 
of  .sunshine  in  the  sky  by 
putting  it  into  the  spirits  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  old 
Reading,  'rii.it  is  what  we  are  here  for.  'I'his  is  not  a  common- 
wealth ndetl  only  in  the  da)s  of  sunshine.  We  do  not  run  entirely 
over  sunny  seas.  It  is  the  storm,  it  is  the  opposition,  it  is  the 
difliculty  and  emergency  which  we  are  calletl  upon  to  meet.  Any- 
body could  be  chairman  of  the  selectmen  of  Keading  on  sunny  days, 
and  anybody  might  occupy  the  position  of  chief  magistrate  of  the 


commouw  e.dl  ll,  it  he  never  had  auvgre.ilei  dillu  ull  ns  to  louleiid 
with  th.ni  those  whiili  meet  us  lo-dav.  ,\nd  how  is  it  we  judge  of 
the  V  .due  and  i  h.n  ac  lei  i if  k mi iii u n il  ies  Is  il  oiilv  in  good  w  eal  her 
Is  il  onlv  when  sunshine  is  pouring  ils  w, ninth  .ind  gl.idiiess  and 
cheer  upon  us  \o;  the  slienglh,  value,  .ind  ihai.ulei  ol  aioiii 
munity  is  tested  when  liillu  ullv  lonlroiils  il.wheii  oi  i  .isioiis  ,ni^e 
whii  h  try  men's  s<iuls;  and  we  judge  and  isiiniale  llie  v.due  ol  lli.il 
commiiuitv,  anil  rank  il,  not   bv  ils  lailuie  under  l.ivoi.dili-  i  in  iiui 
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stances  when  anybody  can  behava;  well,  but  bv  the  loni.ige  wilh 
which  it  meets  ditliculties  ami  the  re.idiiiess  with  wiiiih  it  .idapis 
itself  to  tluise  diiruiill  i  i i  i  u nisi ances.  Tlu  refoi  e  1  think  lli.it  the 
pouring  r.iin  onlv  made  warmer  thegieeting  which  vou  gave  us  down 
there  in  the  little  luill  of  the  (  >dd  !''ellows;  and  the  Iwooi  ihree 
hundred  ])eople,  men,  vvdinen,  and  (  hildreii,  who  i.mie  to  Us,  lep.iid 
us  for  all  the  ellmi  we  li.ive  pul  louh  lo  .lUeiiil  this  meeting  lieie 
lo-d.iv. 

My  fiiends,  wh.il  is  il 
t h.it  is  on  1 1  i.il,  as  il  w  eu  , 
to-d.iy  1  oj  two  hundred 
and  lifty  years  vmir  ex- 
periment h.is  been  satis- 
f.utorv-  What  is  ihe  judg- 
ment w  hii  ll  is  going  to  be 
pronounced  upon  it  in  ivv  ,' 
There  are  not  iii.iuv  com- 
munities on  this  side  of 
Ihe  .\tl.intic  as  old,  ,uid 
which  have  been  as  well 
coiiserv  ed,  ,is  _\  oui  s.  (  .111 
vou  not  st.ind  up  ( 1  Ihiiik 
vou  cm)  .111(1  sav  to  the 
most  ( l  it  il  ,d  minds  in  I  he 
World,  "lias  the  ex  pel  i- 
nieiit  of  popiil.ir  goveiii- 
llieiit,  in  its  |iure-t  .ind 
strongest  finni,  f.iiled  or 
succeedeil  .'  Is  not  this 
verv  town  ol  Ue.idiiig  the 
model  ol  w  li.il  siu  h  .1 
lommunitv  iiiav  become 
the   best  .111(1  truest  expie^- 


under  circumstances  which  pertain  t 
sion  of  popular  government  " 

Mv  friends  of  Keading.  1  think  vou  may  stand  up  brav  elv ,  .iiul, 
with  the  rain  pouring  on  vmir  heads,  still  say  to  the  criticism  ot  the 
universe,  "  \'es,  this  is  a  (iimmunilv  whi(li  has  represented  lo  the 
Wdild  the  highest,  purest,  .ind  noblest  form  of  popul.ir  government. 
There  is  nothing  of  f.iilure  in  it.     1 .00k  at  the  men  we  li.ive  i.iiscd, 
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sec  the  women,  nulu  iIil-  slreiinlli  aiul  hc.uity  combined  here,  .sec 
liow  each  one  repiescnls,  .is  il  were,  a  lidle  repulilic,  self-govenicd, 
sclf-sutlicient,  anil  sell  reliant. " 

In  this  way,  with  siicnulh,  and  lilierlv,  arnl  hope,  we  still  shall  j;o 
nn  into  the  next  halt  ol  the  third  (  cntni y  of  our  life,  and  liclicNc- 
lliLil  the  (l(jd  ol  storm,  the  tJod  of  sunshine,  the  (iod  who  sends 
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the  rain  upon  the  just  and  unjust  alike,  will  still  guard  the  fortunes 
of  okl  Ke.ulini;,  of  its  men,  women,  and  i  hililren,  and  protect  their 
interests  from  L;eneration  to  generation. 

The  cliairiiiaii  liere  annotuKcd  that  tlie  sky  was  clearin".:; 
and  thai  the  procession  would  be  formed  and  nio\'e  at 
three  o'clock.  Fie  then  introduced  the  I>ieiitenant-Gov- 
ernor  of  the  ( 'oninuinweallh. 

Remarks  b\-  Lieut. -(lov.  Roger  ^^'olcott  :  — 

Ml.  Cliii  1 1  iiiii  II  (III,/  l-\'llo:K''Ci!r.i  II-.  ol  A'i,i</iiix' :  I  kn<iw  not  wh.il 
I  can  adil  to  the  \  erv  httiug  and  eloi|ucnt  words  which  Ills  l'.\(.cl- 
lenev,  the  ( 'io\ ernor,  has  spoken  to  you  to-day  in  hringini; 
to  you  the  greetings  aiul  the  conu rat ulat ions  of  the-  (  )ld  Ikiv 
.State  u|)on  this  historiial  anni\ersar}'  of  your  town.  I'hesc 
annivers.lric■^,  tli.il  go  liai.k  to  the  eaily  settlement  of  this 
country,  are  to  me  full  of  sigidrK  aiu  e  and  interest.  Those 
were  the  ilay-.  of  ^ui.dl  things,  Ihey  weie  the  days  of  simi)le, 
frugal  lives,  ot  hardship,  of  sulleiiug,  and  cjf  penur\  :  hut 
they  weieaKo  the  il.iy>  of  heroic  struggle,  of  courage,  and 
of  loyalty  to  an  idea,  and  those  were  the  da\-~  w  lu-rein  wc-re 
tlone  the  deeds  that  laid  lirni  ,nid  deep  the  foundations  of 
this  great  nation. 

Cio  across  into  yonder  ludl  ,nul  hjok  at  the  historic  im- 
plements that  are  lironghl  together  there.  Study  the  sim- 
plicity and  roughness  of  everything  that  then  entered  into 
the  contents  of  .i  household.  (  (unp.iie  the  manner  of  life 
of  our  ancestors  here  im  this  conliiunt  with  the  lu.\nry,  the 
cinnfort,  the  art,  and  the  beauty  that  are  brought  into  nearly 
eyery  household  to-day.  Those,  I  s.i),  were  the  days  of 
small  things. 

Let  us  recall  for  a  moment  the  her<iism  which  those  days 
also  commemorate.  Why,  think  of  it.  Think  how  soon  it 
\y;i.s  lifter  the  first  settlement  of  the  .Massachusetts  liay 
Colony  that  some  of  the  am.  estors  of  those  w  ho  are  before 
nie  at  this  moment,  struck  out  into  the  western  wilderness 
to  begin  that  great  western  march  cjf  civilization  that  vyas 
to  svyeep  over  this  broad  continent  and  linally  bring  u|i  only  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

'I'hink  of  what  those  fevy  early  settlers  did  here  in  this  iinbroUen 
forest,  as  il  was  then.  'I'hink  of  the  h.nilships  of  (lim.ile,  of  soil, 
the  solitude  as  well  as  the  sullering.  'I'hink  (jf  what  men  and  what 
\yomen  those  must  have  been  who  started  out  into  the  vyildeiness 


and  founded  here  the  town  of  Reading.     I   think   that   vye,  in  <Mir 
more  comfortable,  hrxni  ion^  lives  of  lo-dav  ,  may  make  our  v  ow  of 
recognition  ,uid  ol  gi.itihnle  to  thos(.-  men  who  bi.Lvedso  mneli  I(j 
ctirrv  the  .\ nglo-S.iMin  spiiii,  .lud  Mood,  ,iud  ci v  ili/.i  1  ion  vye->tw,it(l 
across  our  land.      Those  men   were  proui|)le(l    partly    by  religiiuis 
niolives.    They  were  proni])tcil  by  the  motive  ol  li  I  h  i  ly,  » ,in  y  ing  the 
priiuiph'  ol  selt-gov  erniueiil   with  them  whcrcvci 
Ihey  Weill         I'lu  v  vveie  |H"oh,il>lv,  ,ilso,  partly  in- 
spired bv  lli.il  pioneer  ^piiil,  thai  spirit  of  ailveii- 
ture    and    of    exploration    th.it    h.is    tarried  the 
.\nglo  S.ixon  speeih.  .iiid   inllneiue,  ,ind  livlli/.i- 
tioii  so  wide^-pread  thronghoul   ihe  world.  I'hose 
vv(  le  the   nieii    who   tounded  a  St. lie  in  Ihe  fe.ir 
of  (h)d  ■  .ind  lo  (lay  vye  iii.i}'  still  say  lli.il  the  com- 
miniwe.dlli  tli.it  rests  under  the  blessing  of  (  lod 
^  is  for  111, it  Ihe  stronger  and  lirnier,  and  has  the 

better  type  of  eiti/eiishi] i  within  its  borders. 

I  ,et  Us  skip  .1  I  cut  11 1 V  and  .i  h.il  f.  .mil  i,  ome  down 
to  the  nexl  gre.it  epoi  h  ot   this  n.ilioii.  I'r,i\el 
vvhh   me  to   the'    neigliboiing  tow  lis  in   this  veiv 
louutyof   .Middlesex,  lo  Lexington  and  ('oiuoid, 
.1  .iiul  iheie  you  will  liiul  some  of  the  descend. luts 

i         of   those  e.irly   pimieeis,   who,   in   the   third  and 
-j         fourth  generation  from  the  lirst  settlement  of  this 
, -  ..jj  ciumtry,  show  ed  tli.it  in  the  v  eins  of  the  men  of 

Middlesex  .iml  Massachusetts  llowed  the  s.ime 
blood  .IS  of  old,  full  of  the  (pi.ilities  of  coiir.ige,  of 
lieioisni,  of  indept'iuleiue,  and  of  loyally  lo  .in 
idea. 

Skip  .mother  hiindieil  yetirs  nearly,  and  come  down  to  the  time 
w  hen  t  he  principle  of  go  V  el  u men t  by  I  he  ]  leople  ,ind  foi  the  people,  .md 
llie  .gre.it  ide.i  of  .i  nation  iii.ide  ot  s.-par.ite  .iiid  independent 
.St.ites,  but  .ill  man  hing  together  under  the  p.iramoiint  ll.ig  of  the 
i.oiintry,  w.is  thre.itened  by  the  dem.iiid  of  secession;  when  the  men 
of  .Middlesex,  and  of  the  i  imi  mon  w  c.il  t  h,  .md  of  .ill  the  northern 
St.ites,  ag.iin  poiireil  fiuth  to  niainl.iin  .i  principle,  lo  uphold  .in 
idea,  .111(1  to  see  th.it  the  great  experiment  of  .i  republii.in  lorni  of 
government  should  not  perish  from  the  earth,  .md  tli.il  the  be.nou 
light  of  liheity  that  li.id  luue  liceii  lighte<l  in  this  l.md  should  iiol 
be  allowed  to  be  extinguished.  Ihese  men  went  fort  h,  too,  vv  i  I  h  the 
resolv  e  ih.il  the  one  blot  npoii  our  ll.ig,  the  one  disgr.ice  th.it  blurred 
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the  Stars  and  stained  the  stripes,  lh.it  tli.it  disgr.ice  under  liod 
slioukl  be  cut  out  from  our  n.itiimal  body  p<ditic  ;  and  so  in  th.it 
third  gre.it  epoch  in  our  ii.itional  liistoiv  it  was  shown  again  by 
the  men  in  whose  veins  llowfd  the  blood  of  ihe  old  lieioisin,  V  es, 
and  bv  the  men  who  li.id  more  leii  iilly  i  oiiie  to  ihiow  in  llieii  lot 
vyith  us,  and  to  bei-onu'  i.iti/cns  of  the  freest  aiul  gie.ilesl  n.iiiiui  on 
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liif  f.K.c  iif  Ihc  LMilh, —  ihc  cilil  >lcnl^  and  llu:  nuw  sUrU  U  Ik  i , 
—  lhal    in  liri    hour  of  priil   ihr   n.ilion   toiilil  call  upun  llu' 

.s.uiic  (|iialilii  s  (if  eouiaL'c  and  (if  (k\(ili(in  l(i  an  idea,  L-\cn  llum^li 
llic  palli  that  was  |i(.inlcd  (iii(  to  Ilium  la)  tlironj;!!  lakes  of  lilood. 

And  s(i  I  say  lo  yon,  fellow  cili/,cns,  ihaL  the  eonmionw  eallli 
l(i-dav  makes  liev  aeknow  ledumenl  to  this  aneient  tow  n  of  Reading 
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i(n'  .ill  her  glories  past.  She  leealls  the  memory  of  those  earlv 
settlers.  She  recalls  the  response  of  Keading  in  the  time  of  the 
Rev  (iliition.  Sin;  knows  w  hat  the  men  of  Reading  did  in  the  late 
great  w.ir;  and,  looking  alioiil  me  to-(.lay,  ])assing,  as  1  ha\'e  done, 
even  nnder  these  rainy  iloinis,  through  a  portion  of  vonr  town, 
where  on  every  side  were  the  signs  of  thrift,  of  industry,  and  of  an 
odiiealed,  intelligent  eili/enship,  I  h.ive  felt  ^(nilident  that  so  long 
as  she  (.an  count  within  her  holders  many  towns  like  Reading,  so 
long  no  disgrace  >h,dl  ev  er  (  ome  npon  the  <  dmmonw  ealth  of  M  ass.i- 
ihnselts,  so  long  the  idea  of  M assaeh irsetts  eili/enship 
shall  lie  the  standard  set  for  lo\al  aad  intelligent  eiti/eii- 
ship  the  world  over. 

Col.  Cairoll  I).  \\'rij;lu  was  pleasantl}'  intro- 
duced       the  chairman,  and  .said  :  — 

Ml-.  Cliiiiniiiiiiy  III]'  oil/  fi  ii  iiil^  : —  1  say  old  frioiu/s  ad- 
\isedlv,  lieeaiis(.'  thirty-eight  vears  ago  1  made  niy  fust 
t.iihire  in  Re.uling,  and  it  w.is  (ndy  by  the  kindness  of 
he.irt  of  ih.il  old  friend  of  liovs  and  girls,  Mr.  W'ightman, 
and  of  that  old  schoolmaster,  Mr.  John  linlchflder,  that 
1  w.is  allowed  lo  overcome  th.il  f.iilnre  .it  the  e,\;iniina- 
tions  tlown  in  the  grammar  s(.ho(jl  .md  enter  the  lirst  term 
of  the  high  school  of  Re.iding,  and  so  that  school  has  had 
in  my  heart  a  v  ery  warm  place  in  all  the  years  since  then. 

If  the  chairman  spoke  any  word  truly,  it  was  in  regard 
to  the  interest  that  1  h.ive  in  Reading  ;  and  1  assure  yon, 
that  vvh.itever  call  this  town  may  make  U])oii  me  will  re- 
ceive the  same  response  that  it  ahvay.s  lias,  for  it  is  only 
when  we  leave  our  jilaces  and  our  homes,  that  we  appre- 
ciate more  fully  than  ever  the  value  and  debt  we  owe  lo 
that  place.  It  is  one  of  the  most  touching  things  in  the 
world,  to  my  mind,  that  the  only  real  success  which  a 
man  can  make  in  this  world,  wliether  it  he  in  politics,  in 
Imsiiiess,  or  in  whatever  calling  he  may  choose,  is  the 
success  of  winning  the  regard  and  affection  of  his  own 
neighbors.  If  he  does  not  d(;  that,  then  every  other  thing  that  m;iy 
come  lo  him,  whether  honors  of  one  kind  or  another,  must  he  en- 
tirely superlici.il. 

'I'his  morning,  when  the  i.iin  was  pouring  v  erv  hard,  it  was  sug- 
gested, beciuse  it  w.is  so  wet  outside,  ih.it  we  have  a  [jublic  meeting, 
and  thai  my  friend   .Mr.  W'adlin  and  1  might  talk  slalistics,  and  so 


havi'  something  div.  W  e  dei  liin d  lo  throw  .inv  further  d.impcr 
upon  1  h  is  .nilii  V  eisarv  (  elel ira I  i( ui ,  W  o  (le(  lined  lo  inlerf(  i  e  w  il  h  I  he 
.11  r.mgemcnl  of  the  we.ither,  whiili,  .is  you  know,  i~.  now  run  enlui  ly 
bv  the  dep.iilnienl  of  .igi  ic  idt  u  i  e.  I'lie  w  ai  (Icp.iil  liieiil  i  ,i  i  cs  iiol  li  ■ 
ing  for  the  weather,  nev  erthidess,  -  it  i,-,  ihroueli  I  he  i  mph  ■  iiu  nl  s 
of  w.ir  that  we  come  to  peace,  -  .mil  -o,  while  llu  w.ii  dc]  i.i  rl  iiu  n  I 
h.is  no  coiilrid  of  the  we.ither,  we  must  ih.iiik  the  (h  p,ul- 
nieiit  of  .igriculture  for  letting  up  ,i  bil  in  Ihe  middle  of 
the  .if  I  enioon  ami  giv  ing  I  he  town  ol  Reading  .i  (  h.im  i  . 

'Ihe  leiiiembi  .mces  of  (Uie's  own  town  .nc  ^mneihin;.; 
which  no  m.iii  cm  throw  .iwav  Iroin  him.  '\\\o  ..toiiii  to- 
day is  indicative  of  th.it,  .is  well  .is  the  sUu  iiis  ih.il  (  ome 
to  every  man  who  lives  for. i  gener.ilion  in  .inv  >  ommnii- 
itv.  The  stoinis  of  war  have  ]).issed  over  Re.iding;  ihe 
storms  of  pe.ice  have  p.issed  over  its  citi/eii-,.  .\iid 
through  them  .ill,  whether  storms  of  war  (U-  storm-,  of 
peace,  the  --anie  f.ices  here  greet  lis  with  ih.il  w.uni  ,l;i,iIi 
tuile  for  the  successe-.  of  the  p. 1st  whi(h  (omc^  to  .ill 
when  they  know  lhat  .i  duly  has  been  well  done. 

The  elliu'ts  which  we  all  put  fortli  a  few   ye. lis  .igo  to 
continue  this  place  as  .ileiiiple  for  llie  worship  of  (  iod 
in  our  midst,  the  elbuts  to  preserve,  .i--  .in  historic. d  relic 
even,  a  |)lace  wliere  all  people  of  the  town,  no  ni,illei  of 
what    denomination,   lould    meet,   llie    pl.u  e   where  the 
funerals  of  our  alll  e■^lo|■s  hav  e  been  held,  the  pkii  e  where 
many  menuuial   services   h.ive  been  c.irried  on,  are  slill 
fresh  in  our  minds,  and  we  all  coiigraliikile  oiirsclv  i  >  upon 
having  been  successful  in  keeping  this  old  building,  hi-.- 
torical  as  it  is,  representing  the  spirit  of  llie  pionei  is  who 
settled  here.     Il  would  h.ive  been  .i  misfortune  indeed,  lo 
niv  mind,  li.id  it  been  ciriied  out  of  religious   work  into 
ih.il  of  secul.ir.     Rvervoiie  in  this  town  felt  .gl.iil,  and  fell  .i  feel- 
ing of  gratiliide  too,  th.it  Ihe  I  )ld  Sou t h  (  ' li u n  li  w.is  to  st.iv  here 
.Is  a  pkue  to  which  we  iiuild  all  (onie,  impioinplu  or  with  ceienioni.d 
processiiui,  and  meet  the  friends  .mil  the  people  of    Re.iding.  lo 
Ihis  effort  w f  .ill  devoted  luirselves  .lud  saved  this  building  fur  ihe 
worship  of  Cod.     It  is  close  beside  the  old  high  s(  hook     It  is  elose 
beside  th.it  iustiUitioii  whith  is  not   oiilv  .i  subwiuker  .ilw.iVs  of  the 
(hurch,  but  its  general  .illy  too.     It  is  thr(uigli  the  geiier.il  inlliieiues 
of  the  church  work  of  Mass.icliiisetis,  thnuigli  Ihe  inllueiices  whi(h 
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have  come  down  from  those  rich  old  fathers  of  ours  in  preserving 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  that  we  have  our  schools,  ami  it  is  bv  ihe  insti- 
tution of  such  pkices  of  le. lining  .is  tin-  high  school  of  Reading,  the 
graduates  ol  which  .tie  heloie  me  .ilid  eveivwhere  in  this  lountiv 
winning  respect  .ind  honor,  as  far  .is  I  know,  ih.il  we  see  llu-  preser- 
v.itioii  of  all  that  is  "ood  in  ihe  church. 


Si 


i  t  ■ 


OF   IMIJ'.  AXCIEXT  TOWN  Ol'   R  I'll )  I )  1  N  (J. 


()nly  ihiLu  (II  (cmr  days  a'j^u  I  ri.Lci\cd  a  Icllcr  finm  a  man  out  in 
Kansas,  1 1  is  a  hahil  cif  mine  in  l  uad  ,i  Icltci  liufui  L-  louiiinf.;  at 
.tim  signatnrc.  (All  llic  ladiL-s  will  ni>l  as;ieu  with  me  in  this  haliit, 
but  it  is  mine.)  1  read  the  letter  tlniiii^h,  iicjI  knowing'  who  wrote 
It.  It  was  a  short  letter,  saNing,  "  I  want  to  know  what  has  beeome 
of  my  oUl  schoolmates.  1  am  out  here  in  Isaiisas,  somewhat 
.stinted,  in  rallter  hard  times, 
wa.s  wounded  in  the  war, 
and  the  future  Is  dubious. 
^\'ilere  aie  the  l)o\s  and 
girls  that  attended  sehool 
with  us  in  old  Keailing  ?  " 
signed,  '•  Idias  I  leoige.  " 
Not  until  I  reaehetl  tlu!  end 
did  I  know  the  name  of  the 
writer,  the  man  who  .dw.iv^ 
plead,  vou  reniendiei,  those 
of  you  who  are  old  enough, 
for  the  aboliti(jn  of  i_a|)ital 
|)iinish men  1.  I  shall  write 
to  Mlias  (  ieoige  that  Icjseph 
'i'emide  anti  .Solon  ll.tn- 
croft  .tre  still  <in  eailh,  still 
iiaving  an  honor. tble  career, 
and  gi\e  l.lias  (ieorgethe 
cheer  of  this  amiiv  ersarv. 

Xow  it  is  all  these  me- 
mories, mv  friends,  which 
come  b.ick  to  .i  man  who 
c.umot  always  stay  with 
)(m,  but   who  feels  that  his 

place  is  heie,  his  dulv  here,  ,ind  who  i-.  always  ready  to  respond  to 
y<jur  call. 

.Rev.  A.  K.  W'inship,  of  S(jiiilm villc,  was  introducecl  to 
.speak  a  word  for  llic  women  of  Reading;". 

"Suiely,"  he  said,  ■■  Ke.tcling  owes  moie  to  W(jman  th.m  she  does 
to  man.  The  churches  of  Reading  owe  more  to  women  than  to 
men.  'I'his  town,  in  the  tiavs  th.il  i  ailed  for  heroic  men,  had  heroic 
women  to  bid  them  go  forth;  and  \ou  know,  m,m\  of  vou,  wh.it 
the  women  did  in  their 
homes  in  those  ila\s,  bv 
pro\iiling  not  onl\  loi 
those  who  went,  but 
.dso  for  those  w  ho  w  ere 
left. 

"  I  rejoic  e  in  the  wc;- 
men  of  Reading  of  the 
p. 1st. 

"  1  rejoice  in  the  hero- 
ines whose  nanie>  have 
been  tissoci.ited  with  this 
town  in  the  |)ast.  I  re- 
joice ill  your  high  sc  hool, 
not  because  of  the  men 
who  were  there,  but  be- 
cause of  the  girls  who 
were  there.  1  stand  here 
as  one  of  those  w  ho  lo\  e 
Reading  because  of  w  hat 
is  lovelv  in  her;  and  I 
thank  Re;iding  for  wluit 
she  has  d<me  for  me  .md 
for  my  children,  as  many 
another  man,  east,  and 
west,    and    north,  and 

south,  is  to-d.iy  tha;d<ing  (ioil  for  the  women 
low  n." 


(  >1(1  .Sotitli  tlic  fifc'iULMi  .iiicl  tlicil"  vi.sitiiin  liretlirc-i\  iormed  in 
line  on  l'lcj.is.;int  .Strccl.  ;ind,  lieadcil  by  tlie  \\';illli;\in  ll.ind, 
niarclit'd  to  I>yceiini  ll;dl,  wlicre  plates  had  been  set  for 
260  "Attests.  (  hief  Engineer  i''.dw;ird  (.'.  .XichoLs  pre- 
sided,    it  w.is  regretted  th.it  the  (Governor,  dinini;"  the 

s.iine  honr  ;it  the  resi- 
dence of  lion,  llor.ice 
(i.  W.idlin,  crnild  not 
be  present. 

The  moments  passed 
full  (jf  jtjciind  cheer  : 
and  when  the  "  ^ood 
meeting  "  broke,  th.il 
its  members  might  take' 
the  |)()sitions  assigned 
them  in  the  procession 
then  forming,  there 
w  e  n  t  with  t  h  e  m 
thoughts  and  feelings 
and  images  that  mem- 
ory will  never  willingly 
let  slip  from  her  silent 
shore. 
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executive  committee, 
the  following  vole  :  - 


under  il.tte  of 


THE  PARADE. 

i  n  ihe  doings  of  the 
.\piil  J,  1  S(j4,  occurs 


pn 
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of   this   good  old 


Noted  th.it  the  recomm;nd.il  ion  of  ihe  committee 
that  ll.irley  I'rentiss  be  (  hief  .Marshal,  be  conlirmed. 

Mr.  i'rentiss  entered  at  once  upon  the  duties  of  the 
olf'ice  to  wliich  he  had  been  electefl.  1  laving,  .tfter  great 
lal)or,   completed  the  neccssarv  preparations,  lie  issuetl 

the    following  geii- 
^'h^^WS^^       eral  order  :  — 

1  I  I-,  \  I         A  K  I  r  Ks  I 

I  1 1 1 1  I    .M  \  1;  si  I  \  I  , 

R  I  \  111  \( .,  M  .ly  J  |,  1  ,Si)  |. 

Ihe  proce-.sion  i'~  to 
be  one  ol  the  priiu  ip.d 
f e. It  II re--  of  t  he  d.i\ ,  .Hid 
in  order  to  make  i(  a 
success  .ind  ;i  credit  to 
the  town,  e\ery  one 
must  do  his  p.iil  well, 
rile  <  hief  .M.ir-h.d  e.n  n 
estly  desire--  (he  he;irl\ 
I  oo|)er.il ion  ot  .ill  who 
ha\e  .1  |);iit  in  this  p.ii- 
.ide.  and.  with  siidi  lo- 
oper;Uion,  i>  confident 
(h.it  it  will  be  .1  gr.ind 
success  .md  .m  exeiit 
that  in  future  ye.iis  w  ill 
be  recalled  with  ple;isure 
and  pride. 

I I  e  a  d  i|  n  ,1  r  t  e  r  s  of 
Chief     .Marsh. d.  colors 

n  .Street  iie.ir  t  kid   f  ellows' 


111! 


oil  Wob 


At  tlie  close  f)r  Rev.  Mr.  Winship's  remarks,  the  meet- 
ing was  ilismissed. 

Just  previous  to  the  begiiuiing  of  the  services  in  the 


will 


Wob 


fniled  St;ite 
Hall. 

I'^seorl  (  harleslow  n  I  .idets  .md  Signal  (  1 
.Street.  I  ight  leslingon  M.iiii. 

f'l  Ksr  I  )1\  IsiiiN,  |,  I  1,  I  .11  let.Mi.  Mai-h.il,  III  .id.pi.iilri-.  W  obuiii 
Street,  corner  of  Riiuleii  Street, 
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IX  tlicsc  (la)'s  of  keen  coinpL'litioii.  business  expansion, 
antl  freijucnt  failin'e.  true  comniereial  success  is 
stiikinL;l\'  iilustr.Uecl  h\'  tlie  cai'eer  of  Mr.  J.  I!.  Lewis, 
Jr.  Alanifeslly  Christian  cliaraclei",  coupled  with  innate 
ener^v,  has  ^i\'en  Mr.  Lewis  liis  present  |ironiinence  in 
tile  liusiness  world.  I'liounh  horn  in  W'ihninnlon,  Mass., 
Auj^ust  30,  ICS41,  liis  earl\- \ears  were  s|)ent  in  IJosion, 
where  his  fatlier  nianai^ed  a  iiolel.  liereft  of  his  mother 
in  infanc}',  he  was  llirown  earl\-  upon  Ids  own  resoinxes. 
When  lie  finished  his  eouise  at  Hawkins  Street  grammar 
school,  he  left  books  and  bench  for  the  larger  school  of 
practical  life.  It  was  prophetic  of  a  bus)'  futiu'e,  that 
between  school  hours  he  worked  at  the  tinsmith's  trade 
at  George  l!rown"s.  This  ten-year-old  bo\'  weeklv  earned 
fifty  cents  by  the  sale  of  blacking  boxes,  which  lie  manu- 
factured himself.  His  father's  remark,  I\lv  boy  bought 
his  own   clfHhing  after  his 

tenth  )ear,"  shows  his  early      ,  ,   

self-reliance.    When,  in  1S54,  *    • '■      •  '  • 

the  family  remo\ed  to  Read- 
ing, the  bo\-  studied  at  the  '  • 
old  "  I  lill-luifl  "  school.  As 
school  janitor  he  earned  from 
fifty  to  se\'enty-fue  tloll.us 
yearly.  At  the  age  of  tifteen 
he  was  in  tiie  meat  business 
for  himself.  it  was  the 
customary  thing  for  the  hid 
to  bu\'  cattle  at  lirigliton, 
and  unassisted  to  dri\e  them 
home,  slaughter  and  dress 
them,  then  distribute  the 
beef  o\er  a  route  inclmling 
.Salem,  Lynn,  and  l.awreiue. 
In  1.S5S,  lie  made  his  first 
shoe.  liis  modest  shop  was 
in  his  f.Uher's  yard  at  Read- 
ing. He  personally  deli\'ered 
his  tinished  shoes  at  Woburn 
and  \valked  both  w.ns.  About 
iS5(),  he  began  as  olfice  bo\- 
in  the  lirm  of  |ohn  (dlbert. 
Jr.,  iV'  Co.,  grocers,  of  Ilo.s- 
ton  :  in  1S61,  after  successi\  e 

promotions,  he  became  business  manager  of  their  store. 
.\t  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  1S61,  Mr.  Lewis,  then 
only  twenty,  enlisted  in  the  44th  .M.issacliusetts  Regiment, 
a  \olunteer  without  bounty.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service  he  was  employed  for  a  brief  period  in  the 
cpiartermaster's  department  at  New  Orleans,  La.  In 
iSf)2,  as  the  representative  of  a  lioston  firm,  he  sold  large 
(piantities  of  su|)plies  to  the  army  at  I'ort  Hudson.  In 
1863,  iMr.  Lewis  became  a  dealer  in  cotton.  At  risk  of 
life  and  limb,  often  chased  by  dogs  and  men,  he  brought 
cotton  at  enormous  profits  through  the  Confederate  lines. 
When  the  war  ended,  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of  cot- 
ton reduced  his  large  fortune  to  a  pittance.  The  first 
steamboat  from  New  Orleans  carried  this  energetic  man 
to  Shreveport  with  a  stock  of  slioi's.  When  other  mer- 
chants removed  their  goods  on  account  of  the  universal 
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scarcit}'  of  monc)',  he  waited  until  success  came.  When 
citi/ens,  througli  fear  of  the  federal  troops,  sold  their 
business  blocks  at  low  prices,  .Mr.  Lewis  bought  estate 
after  estate  on  sheer  cn.'dit.  So  soon  did  jiropert}'  in- 
crease in  \',due,  that  within  si.\  months  he  discharged  his 
entire  indebtedness  from  the  sale  of  a  single  estate. 
Then  as  a  shoe  de.iler  he  distanced  all  competitors  for 
si.xteen  \'ears.  He  ser\'ed  there  .icceplabl)-  as  an  alder- 
man, he  founded  the  Shre\'ep< >i"t  free  g\-mnasiuni  and 
w.is  himself  the  instructor  in  sparring.  In  uSSo,  the  ill- 
ness of  Ills  wife  necessitated  his  return  Nortii  :  without  ,1 
d.\\'s  delay  he  est.iblished  his  sIkh'  Inismess  in  iJostou, 
corner  of  South  antl  Summer  Streets.  Increase  of  tra.de 
has  resulted  finalh'  in  the  occu|).iiu  \'  of  the  Congress  Street 
s.ilesroom  and  warehouse.  I'his  manufacturer,  dealing 
with  evcrv  State  and  some  foreign  countries,  sells  more 

shoes  to  the  retail  trade  than 
an\'  other  in    boston.  Mi. 
Lewis  has   been  twice  mar- 
,' . .  vied  :  in  1.S64,  to  .Miss  Haltie 

.\.  Ilancroft.  who  died  in 
iS(i()  ;  and  again  in  iSyj,  to 
his   present   wife,    who  w.is 

.Miss  .\lar\-  I  .  Il.iwes.  There 
.\  ... 

are  two  children  of  the  lirst 

mani.ige,  Ilattie  !'>.,  and 
John  11,,  3d,  and  one  son 
from  the  last  un ion.  (  larence 
H .,  all  of  w  hom  are  li\  ing. 

Decision  of  character  and 
grasp  of  oiiporlunit}"  are 
prominent  characteristics  ol 
Mr.  Lewis.  His  liinuKial 
reputation  is  uiuinestioned 
in  our  t:omniercial  circles. 
With  native  self-i eliance,  he 
h.is  alwavs  done  business 
undei'  his  own  name,  until 
the  formati(jn  of  tlie  |.  b. 
Lewis  Comj-iany  in  i8o3- 

.M  |-.  Lewis  is  (.le\  oteil  to 
home  niissi(jnar)'  work.  lie- 
sides  a  personal  interest  in 
nearly  e\'er)'  lioston  mission, 
he  is  actively  engaged  in  independent  gospel  temper.mce 
service.  He  was  the  pioneer  of  the  open-air  beach  work 
at  Re\ere  and  other  seaside  resorts  in  i<S(jo.  Lor  three 
summers  he  has  led  beach  ser\ice  at  Salem  Willows.  .Mr. 
Lewis  organized  and  is  the  sole  supi^ort  of  the  Reading 
Temperance  brigade,  composed  of  three  hundred  boys 
and  girls.  He  is  an  earnest  and  loyal  friend  of  the  W  M. 
C.  A.,  and  association  meetings  led  by  him  are  sure  of 
large  attendance.  His  modest  yet  forcible  presentations 
of  these  varied  forms  of  Christian  service  have  been  an 
inspiration  and  a  mighty  stimulus  to  the  members  of  many 
churciies. 

Mr.  Lewis's  commercial  prosperity  and  his  success  in 
Christian  wcjrks  are  both  exemplilications  of  the  truth 
that  Cod  ht;li)S  those  who  help  theniseUes  aiul  consecrate 
their  talents  to  Liis  service. 
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('iirps   of   ('.nlcl>,  L-^Lorl  to    ihc   (;o\crnor   uiul  sUil'l',  ami  The  Sum  iiul  I  )i  \  isioii  w  ill  p.i      i  lo  w  n  A  ~  h  .iiiil  W  .1  ^  h  iii^l  on  Si  i  irN 

I  ,.i\vrL'lK(j   ll,UlL-ry  will  (01111   on    Wobnin   Street,   rii^ht   rcsliiif;  on  toll.  A.  K.  I  1  u.uh  1 11,1 1  Ici on  l.iiuoln  Sin.cl 

l.imlun   SlruL'l.     Imilud   L;nc>ls   in   1  ai  ri.it^o  will  form  on    Liiulcn  The  'lliinl   l)i\rMon  will  p.i^.s  ilown    Main    to   (irui-n,  l,lioll,anil 

SirccI,  riglil    resting   (ni    Wolnirn    Street,  extendin.ii    ilown    lla\en  I'aikei  Sheets  to  the  Slianiei  limine. 

Street.  The  j-'onrlli  |li\i>ion  will  |iass  down  lla\en  to  Linden. 

Si:(.'().\li  l)l\Islii\.     lolin  W.   Welislei,  Marshal.     I  I  eadi|nai  lers,  I  he  liflh  l)i\ision  will  p.issdown  M.un.  W  ash  i  n  l;I  on ,  .ind  up  A^h 

S.niliorii  Street,  corner  of  W'oliurn  Street  iii'illi.  .Street. 

( ii  .nul  .  \  riii_\  of  kepiihlie  .uid  .Soils  of  \  elerans  will  form  on  .San-  The  li  re  men  in  I  his  di\  isioii  will  lea  \  !.■  I  he  line  at  (  1 1  eiii  .Si  reel  .md 

lioiii  Street,  e.xlendiiij;  np  l.owell  Street.  park  with  the  Ke.nlmi;  de|  1.1  it  men  I . 

'rilli;n   l)l\ls|ii\.     i;dwanl('.  Xiihol-,  Marshal.     1 1  eadipiarters,  |  In.  (  '  h  ief  M  .11  sh.i  1'-,   Si, ill    will   ie]iorl   to  the  (  hief  of  ,M.ii|  ,ii 

eorner  of  Sanlxnai  and  W'ohiirn  .Streets  uiii/Zi.  I  I  e.uhpi.u  ters  on    W'oliiiiii   Sireel    on   'rnesd,i\  morning  ,il  ')  ',0  to 

l-'ire  hepartmeiit  and  their  in\ itetl  j;iiests  w  ill  form  on   Sanliorn  reieive   liii.il    iiist  rin  I  ions.      Ilalons  and    dixision  ll.i^s  will  he  de- 

Slreel,  e.\teinling  up  llaveii  .Street.  li\ered  .it  that  lime,          l!\  order, 

Koriait    |)|\lsi,,N.      Charles    f..   llussey,   .Marshal.      Ileadipiar-  1  I  \  K 1 .1  V  1 '  1;  i:  N  n.ss,  (■///,•/  .l/„/>//„/. 


CM.  K  \i;ko\\  s,  (■///,■/  .'/  S/,i//\ 


lets,  corner  of  \\i>l)urn  and  Lowell  .Streets. 

.Sehools    will    form   on    Lowell  Stieel,  ri,L;ht    restiuL;  on  W'oliniu 

Sireel.     Oi-.ini/.il  ions  will  form  01,   .M.iin   Sireel,  liKhl   resliuK  on  „_^^„.,,|ly^  ||,,^|  j,^,,.,,  ,,,„lin-  (Inwil 

Wdliurn  .Stuet.  .  ^.  .  •   1      1  ,     1       '         ■  , 

,    ,       111  i-oniotis  slidwcf.s  lip  U)  t\\(i  I)  (  hick,  made  li.ivau  wUli 
I'll  III    l)l\ls|(i\.     Ncnth    Ue.ulinj;.     I'..    .\.  (  .irpeiiler,  .Marsh, il.  '  ' 

llea.kp. .liters,  corner  of  .Main  .iml  Wol, urn  Streets.  mail)'  of   t  lie  1  in  .spcct  i  \  e   tcMllllcs   nf   lllc   par.ldc.  Snlilc 

Will  fcnni  on  M.iin  Street,  ri-iht  restinu  1)11  W'olnirn  Street.  WLTf   oluiUotl    alt()L,"c'tllCT.       The    .Xurlil    ivCM  ( i  i  1 1 (li\isi(,,| 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  A.  LORING, 

Simiiiie'r  .\vl-iuic,  KL■.tcU^^. 


'I'lie  procession  will  start  at  10. ',0.  I'he  lire  al.irm  will  sliike  Ine 
luiiuites  liefine  the  |)rocessi()n  mo\es. 

I  >i\  isioii  .M.irshals  will  rejiort  to  (  hief  of  Sialt  when  iheir  divisions 
are  forniud  and  not  Liter  th.m  10  o'clock. 

Route  of  prinessi(Mi.  St.irtin,!;  on  W'oLurn  .Street,  tin-  ndumn  will 
mo\e  through  the  followiii};  sheets:  llarmlen,  S.ileiii,  Mamiiiiii., 
I'leasant,  Main.  W ashin|;ton.  .\sh,  llaxeii,  lli.uh.  Wdhiirn,  Summer 
.\\eiuie,  .Mineral,  lligh,  Wolniin,  Linden,  Lowell,  M,iin,  .md  p.iss  in 
review  hefore  the  (iovernor  and  .Stall  and  (  hief  .Marshal;  reviewiuL; 
.slaiuL  corner  of  M.iin.ind  Woliuin  St  reels,  .if  ter  w  hich  the  proies- 
siou  will  be  dismissed. 


sultcrcd  ino.st,  —  ihc  tr.ide  icprcsciilatioii  heiiio  ciitiicK- 
absent. 

I'lie  pi'oi'e.s.siun  foniied  in  ordef  as  Inllows:  — 

Mounted  I'olice. 
Reev  es's  II.11UI-  -J5  piei  es. 
(  h.irleslow  n  (  adels.  (  .ipt.  \\  .  W.  Stov  er.  50  men. 
.Set  Olid  Rrin-ide  Sii;n.d  <  di  ps,  led  liv  I  .ieut,  I  I    W.  ^inMi^ue,  I  o  men. 
(hief  .M.iish.il,  ll.irlev   I'leiitiss.  ,ind  St.il!  :  ('.  .M  .  11. mows,  (hief; 
1  L  .\.  L.irrows,  I  1.  K.   l;.iri.,ws,   L.  (L   Kent,  V..   \\ .  Ihi-.^s,   W.  ('. 
Ruck,   .\.    M.   (  00k,  .\.    M.   Coons,   W.   .\.  Cutter,  Lied   I',.  C.irter, 


•"or  leaving  the  line.      'I'lie  (  harlestow  11  ( 'adets  .md  .Signal  Corps      ('has.  .\.  I  lamon,  (  h.is.  f..  1  l.imoii,   i;.   W.   1  )r;ike,  Lewis  h.lleiiwood. 


will  continue  down  .\sh  Street.  'Lhe  first  (  orps  of  Cadets  will 
lake  ixisition  on  the  right  of  M.iin  iinmediatelv  ;ifter  passing  in 
ri  view,  and  he  reiidy  to  escort  the  (ioveriior  when  he  leaves  the 
reviewing  sl.md. 

i'he  Lawrence  Raltery  will  lontinue  down  ll.iven  Sireel  and  p.iss 
to  lhe  liring  ground. 

Invited  guests  in  caiii;iges  will  pass  through  ll.iven,  S.iuImuii,  ,iiid 
Wiihurn  Streets  lo  Odd  fellows'  Hall, 


.\  j.  fr;incis,  (has.  M,  Morton,  I),  f.  Hunt.  \ .  1  I  mil,  I  L  M . 
HuUhinson,  fr.mk  Kinsley,  i;.  H.  Knights,  .\.  C.  .M. inning.  W.  (  . 
.Manslield,  C.irl  I'rescott.  W.  I.  Kuggles,  (  ).  1'..  Ruggles,  fied  Sperry, 
I.  .S.  Lemple. 

IIKsl  hlVlslilX. 
L    H.   <  '.il  letcm,  Chiel   of   I  liv  ision. 
.\ids:     .\.     Newell    llowes,    lilmei    II.    Roliiiisoii,     1.    I'..  Slouv, 
Wallers.  Sweelser,  I.  H.iiiv  Wilson,  lleilieil  IL  Kiuslev. 
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iHisiness 


CIIAIJNC  I'A'  I'ARKMAN  )LM)1)  was  Ix.in  in  Wcst- 
li;\mpton,  Mass.,  [an.  24,  11^15,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  c\u,ht  brotlicrs  and  sisters.  His  fatlier  was 
S3'!vester  Judd,  tiie  editor  of  tlie  Hanipsliire  (razittt\ 
a  nieniher  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  a 
distinguished  antiquary  of  the  Connecticut  valley. 

His  mother  was  Apphia  Hall,  of  Norwich,  Mass.  The 
Rev.  Sylvester  judd.  of  Augusta,  Maine,  the  aullior  of 
"  Margaret,"  was  an  elder  brother. 

In  1822,  the  Judd  family  moved  to  Xorlhampton,  Mass. 
Mr.  Judd  \'ery  earh'  determined  to  obtain  the  best  educa- 
tion the  country  afforded,  ilis  father  was  able  to  give 
him  but  little  financial  aid,  and  Mr.  Judd  de\'oted  all  his 
energies  toward  the  acijuisition  of  his  object  by  his  own 
exertions.  The  long  struggle  made  its  impression  on  his 
whole  life,  rendering  him  conser\-ati ve 
affairs,  but  pecidiarly  recep- 
tive when  the  cause  of  jus- 
tice and  right  demanded  a 
champion,  and  was  the  cause 
of  his  special  friendship  for 
\oung  people.  'l"he  In  st  step 
toward  gaining  his  education 
was  taken  in  1829,  when  .Mr. 
Judd  went  to  ("ummington, 
Mass.,  and  there  worked  on 
a  farm  while  attending  the 
acadeni)'  in  tiiat  town.  In 
1835,  \\cnt  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  lived  with 
an  elder  brother.  Here  he 
worked  at  book-binding,  and 
began  to  prepare  for  college 
at  the  Hartford  grammar 
school. 

In  ( )ctober,  1 836,  he  en- 
tered \'ale  College,  at  tiiat 
time  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Day. 
Throughout  Mr.  Judd's  col- 
lege course  his  rank  was 
high,  especially  in  literary 
and  scientific  branches.  He 
graduated   in   the    class  of 

1840,  among  the  first  twenty  in  a  class  of  aljout  one 
hundred,  and  delivered  an  "oration  ''  as  a  commence- 
ment part.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Phi  lieta  Kappa 
Society.  During  this  period  he  defrayed  a  part  of  his 
expenses  by  acting  as  correspondent  for  the  Xew  York 
Herald. 

After  graduating  from  college,  Mr.  Judd  determined  to 
study  law.  He  taught  school  for  two  years  in  I>en- 
netts\  ille,  S.  C,  in  order  to  obtain  the  money  to  com- 
plete his  professional  education.  It  was  this  experi- 
ence in  his  youth  that  induced  his  strong  antipathv  to 
slavery.  At  the  end  of  these  two  years  he  returned  to 
Northampton  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
judge  Huntington.  On  Dec.  7,  184  |,  he  was  admitted  to 
practise  at  tlu;  .Suffolk  bar. 

iNIr.  Judd  came  to  Reading  in  1846  and  opened  an 
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ofiice  (in  Main  Street,  o\'ei'  the  store  at  present  occupied 
by  Mr.  Nathan  llancroft.  He  was  married  in  1S57  id 
.Sarah  A.  Dawes,  the  daughter  of  'I'hum.^s  1  ).iwes,  nf 
lioston,  and  a  great-grandd.iughter  of  riujinas  Dawes, 
the  architect  and  designer  of  the  Prattle  Sireet  (  luirch, 
and  a  distinguished  Revolulionar)  patriot. 

In  addition  to  his  Reading  oll'ice,  Mi".  |udd  for  man)' 
years  occupied  an  ohice  at  47  Comt  Street,  I'.oston, 
where  he  was  associated  with  the  late  (Jeorge  Minot, 
Richard  luiller,  Chaiies  Sumner,  Rufus  ('hoate,  and 
Daniel  Webster.  He  succeeded  (ieorge  Minol,  after 
the  latter's  tlealh,  as  attornev  for  the  Poston  i,V  Maine 
Railroad,  anil  letainetl  the  i^osition  for  many  ye, us.  Ik- 
was  also  clerk  of  the  directors  of  the  road  from  iS'kj 
to  1889.  He  w.is  admitted  to  practise  before  the  Lniited 
.States  Circuit  ( 'ourt,  Feb.  2,  1863.     For  se\  er,il  3  ears, 

also,  he  was  counsel  fur  the 
Union   Mutual    Life  liisur- 
■  "  ance  Company  of  New  ^'ork. 

In  this  branch  of  the  l.iw,  le- 
i|uiring  the  greatest  accui  ac\- 
.iiid  perse\erance,  Mr.  judd 
w(jrked  with  a  peilin.icilv 
and  care  that  ni.ule  him 
eminentl)'  successful. 

He  was  a  man  of  the 
strongest  and  most  upright 
character.  He  was  .1  great 
reader,  especially  nf  biog- 
raph\-  and  politic. d  histor\. 
Numerous  aiticles  dii  his- 
tiirical  subjects  written  bv 
him  h.ue  been  |)ublished. 
He  deli\'eretl  historii  al  lec- 
tures ill  lecture  couiM  s  in 
\arious  towns,  ,ind  als<i  the 
address  at  the  centennial 
celebration  ,\l  Westh.iiiiptnn 
in  KSfjG. 

As'a  townsman,  Mr.  |udd 
took  an  active  and  earnest 
interest  in  local  affairs,  al- 
though he  luwer  was  ,ui 
ottice  seeker.  The  onl\  town 
office  he  ever  held  was  that  of  trustee  of  the  public 
library,  from  its  establishment  to  1872.  He  was  em- 
|)lo)eil  as  counsel  for  the  town  at  various  times.  He 
was  greatly  interested  in  the  ptiblic  schools,  a  strong 
friend  of  temperance,  and  a  believer  in  a  bn^ad  Christian 
church.  He  was  a  pul)lic-spirited  man,  although  conser\  - 
ative  regarding  i:)ublic  ex[)enditures,  his  own  earl\- 
struggles  having  taught  him  the  necessit}'  of  careful 
economy. 

Mr.  Judd  died  in  R.eading,  June  19,  1893.  He  had  al- 
ways maintained  the  strongest  love  and  regard  for  his  na- 
tive town  and  for  Northampton,  where  most  of  his  earlier 
)'ears  were  spent,  and  it  was  by  his  wish  that  he  w.\s 
buried  in  the  family  hit  -.xt  Northampton  where  so  man)- 
of  his  .nicestois  were  buried.  His  widow  .ind  twod.iugli- 
ters  sur\i\e  him. 


..  I'  II 

,,i 


HI  '!.: 


Jii:  ill 


OF  '11  IK  ANCIEN  T 

Kaldwiii's  Cadet  ISaiul,  ;,o  |)iu(.es  ;  J.  'rimnias  I iakhviii,  leader. 

Independent  Corps  of  Cadets,  Maj.  (ieorj^e  K.  Rogers  eoni- 
niaiidiiig.  Co.  .\,  Capt.  1''.  I  1.  A|>plet(ni  ;  I  >).  1!,  <  apt.  W.  I  T.  .Mline  ; 
Co.  C,  Capt.  .\ndre\v  Kohesoii  ;  (H.  I),  Capt.  II.  II.  Ri(  e. 

Governcu' ( Ireenhalj^e  and  .St. ill  in  (  arriages. 

Platoon  llattery  C',  two  gnn-.,  of  l,a\vreiice.  :  ' 

Invited  guests  in  carriages.  /'■■■■■■•      ..,  ; ,      ■  ' 

Sl-CdXIl    |1|\'ISI(I\.  ...  1  '  ■ 

Chief  Marsh. d,  John  W.  W  ehsler.  ' 
Aids;.\.    I,.  Oliver,   Cl.irence   II.   Lewis,  f.  (.    I'nkey,  John  V. 
Weston. 

Mveiett  l'"ife,  I  )inni,  and  Ihigle  (  orps,  !• .  W  .  Mouning,  leader, 
25  men  ami  drnm  m.ijor. 

J.  I''.  Keynolds,  (  amp  2";,  Sons  (jf  \'eter.ins,  commanded  liy  I, lent. 
Ceorge  W.  llr,i.\t(Hi,  with  representatives  fiom  \\  .d^elicld  ('.imp,  ; 
llerlin,  4',;  .Sloneli.im.  .Sli;  I'e.dxxK,  Sj;  ,\ndo\er,  ill  ;  lla\erhill. 
I  21)  ;  .M  arllHMo,  92. 

X'eter.m  I'osi  |(||,  J.  .S.  I 'endergi  .ice,  conuii.nuler  ;  J.  II.  (iiiggs, 
.idjutanl  ;  ,ind  13  men  in  line  ,ind  barges. 
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Mc  L.me,  Kiberot  l)ntton,  l',d\\.ir<l  .M.mslield,  (  Ismond  W  right,  l''ie<l 
('niter,  [''rank  ('. le.ni),  Ji>hn  ( 'onnrll. 

W  iiliinn  r..ind,  I''.  II.  .Mnirison,  le.iilcr;  25  men. 

I'.iglil   linndred  si_  hool  1  h  ih  Iren  i  n  b.u  ges,       1  00  representing  the 
Reading  'reni])erani  e  Ki  ig.ule. 
Reading  .\lhlelii  (  ltd.    I'.dly  ho. 

I larges,  (  (julaining  nic-mbers  of  l  .nl erprise  Kc  bcK.di  I  ,odge.  I  1  l.<  I  f  . 

h'lo.il  of  the  Women's  Relief  t'orp>. 

l-'lo.il  of   What  Cheer  Colony,  I'ilgnm  f.ilheis. 

,  ,     .  I-II  I  II    lUVISIIIN  —  Mil;  I  II    Ul-  MiI.M;. 

1;.  .\.  ( 'aipenler,  (  liief  of  1  li\  ision. 

.\ids:  J.  1;.  .M.  I..nie,  I',.  I  1.  I'arl-ei,  J,  .\liltou  Robin-on,  I;.  R. 
Symonds,  II.  A.  Iptoii,  W.  \\  I'pton,  A.  f .  I  ]>lon. 

I.ynn  llr.iss  li.nul,  23  pieces;  i:.  I,.  I  I  .lU  li,  h.ider ;  Ceo.  I  ).  (  ol 
cord,  drnm  m.iior. 

North  Re.uling  liie  I  )ep.ii  I  meiil ,  without  app.u.iln-,  I.  I'., 
Mc  I  ,ane,  (  hief  l  aigineer. 

hniteil  guests  in  i.uri.iges. 

Trade  represent.il  ii  m  of  ( '.  S.  I'lMll,  of  Sininyside  f'ruil  f.iim. 


CHIEF  MARSHAL  AND  STAFF. 

Uc.uliMi;\  CtLhr.ninii  I'.ir.ulc. 


I  iiii;ii  in\  isinx. 
Cliief  haigineer,  IC  ('.  .Nichols,  (  hief  of  l)i\ision. 
Aids:  .\ssistaiU  iuigineers,  W'm.  I..  Crowe,  V.  Nichols. 
Salem  Cadet  liand,  Je.iu  Missnd,  le.ider;  23  pieces. 
Reading  l-'ire  l)ep,irlmenl  :  .Ste.imer  1,  I'orem.in,  C.  II.  .Stinchlield  ; 
Hancock  2,  l''oreman,  W.  .\.  Il.imroft;  h'ountain  ^,  h'orem.ui,  .\.  (i. 
Nichols;  W'.  .S.   I'arker  4,  Koreman,  S.  I),  ilarrow;  .Sumner  I  look 
and  Ladder  1,  {''oreinan,  I''.  II.  .Sh.iltuck. 
Invited  guests  in  carriages. 

\\'akeliekl  Fire  I  )epart  nient,  (  hief  I'aigineer  I'  landers  and  assist- 
ant engineers. 

.\merican  W'atch  Comp.iuy  Hand,  W'.dth.im,  :;o  pieces  ;  J ohu  M. 
I'lockton,  leatler. 

Lucius  I'eehe  Stetimer,  W'akelield  llook  and  L.idder,  <  alter  I  lose, 
ilose  2,  [lose       X'olunteei  I  lose. 

l  iii  1;  I  II    l>l\  lsl(i\. 
(has.  \\.  I  I  nssey,  (  hief  of  l)i\ision. 
Aids:  John  W'.   Kernaii,  Ralph   W'.   I'.irker,  II.  II.  Rinsley,  Leo 


'I'he  lint.' of  iiiarch  (IcN'iatcd  fonsidci.thl)- from  the  route 
a.s  puhlisiiecl.  The  right  of  the  parade  rested  011  W  (il)in  ii 
.Street,  near  IJnderi,  and  froni  there  proceeded  aloii;;"  W'o- 
l^iu'ii  Street,  .Summer  .\\emie,  .Mineial,  lli^h,  li.i\en, 
Fiiulen,  Lowell,  Salem,  .Manning,  Pleasant,  and  Main 
Streets  to  the  reviewing  stand,  where  it  was  dismissed. 

THE  BANQUET. 

( )n  .March  31,  the  committee  hav  ing  the  bamitiet  in 
charge,  consisting  of  .\.  Newell  Howes,  chairm.rn.  and 
Charles  A.  Foring,  .\lden  ISatchelder,  Oaleii  .\.  I'arker. 
James  1'.  Clement,  ( ')  riis  M.  Harrows,  [acoh  Mitclu-ll, 
Walter  S.  Parker,  Willi.im  I.  Kiig-les,  IFirley  I'lvniiss, 
Fdw.ird  I!;  i)|-:U^e.  I'r.ink  M.  Smith.  .Mheit  \.  Fi.tiuis, 
k'red  W.  Hatch,  Ciilman  F.  I'arker,  and  HanielT,  Pick- 


f 
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.Kl)  AND  I'l  I'll    ri  1  AN  N  I  \  I'RSA  l<\ 


JOllX  WKS'l'ON'  was  boin  in  Rcadin-",  Oct.  i. 
I  ydS,  and  died  llu-ir  Au;;i.ihl  i,  1S41).  lie  sltx'ccI 
his  ai^pienticcship  in  Anilicrst,  \.  II.,  where  he  niaiiied 
Miss  Sarah  lionleiie,  l)iinj;inn'  into  iiis  family  a  strain  of 
llnguenol  blood  of  whit  h  iiis  cliildren  were  \'ery  proud. 

.\fler  several  )-ears'  residenee  in  Amherst,  he  returned 
to  Reading,  w  iiei'e  his  wife  (Hed.  I  le  aftei  wards  married 
a  cousin,  Miss  Anna  Weston,  wIkjiu  he  had  tw(j 
dau^hteis,  the  )oun^est  <jf  whom,  Mrs.  .Sarah  Snntli, 
widow  of  the  late  ,\rc  li  Smith,  of  Wakefield,  at  the  ai;e 
(jf  eit;"ht\',  is  residing;  with  hei'  nephew  at  Chester,  Penn. 

Esquire  Weston  was  a  cond)ination  of  the  I'uiitan  and 
democrat.  The  tirst  was  all  ri^ht  in  this  old  orthodo.K 
p.uish,  hut  with  the  majoiily  demoer.it  was  considered 
s}non\inous  with  Jacobin,  and  im[)lied  a  reception  of  the 
h'rencli  inlidel  re\'oiutionar)'  piinciples.  Mr.  Weston  was 
not  ash.imed  either  ot  his 
relij;ion  ov  politics.  lie 
named  his  daui;hters  for 
some  (  hrislian  i^race,  Peace, 
Mope,  and  his  sons  in  ac- 
cordance wit!)  his  political 
|)redilections,  Libert}',  lupial- 
it)'.  When  ['.quality  liecame 
of  age  he  piel'ixed  the  name 
of  his  father,  —  John,  —  and, 
as  a  member  of  the  printing 
lirm  o  f  True,  (jreen  \- 
W  e  s  t  o  n,  established  the 
C/tristian  \\\ilc/imiiii,\\\<i  lirst 
Paptist  newspa[)er  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  P.  oston 
Sl,il,MiitVi.  |ohn  P.,  after  a 
few  \ears,  entered  the  Chris- 
ti.m  minisli'\.ancl  in  w.is 
d:  owned  in  S.ind)'  I'ond  (  now 
known  as  Silver  Lake),  Wil- 
mington, while  on  his  wa)'  to 
preach  at  Xasiuia,  .\.  II..  to 
the  church  of  wliich  he  was 
pastor.  His  oldest  son.  Rev. 
Henry  C.  Weston,  1).  1  >., 
LL.  I).,  is  now  president  of 
the  ('ro/er  Seminary,  I'p- 
land,  Penn.     In  April,  Mr.  Weston  was 

postmaster  of  the  town,  and  continued  to  hold  the  ollice 
until  a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  when  increasing  in- 
firmities admonished  him  that  the  end  of  life  was  near. 
The  post-ofiice  was  kept  in  a  room  in  his  dwelling  house, 
which  was  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  .Main  Street, 
very  nearly  o|)p(jsite  the  present  post-office,  and  a  little 
south  of  the  residence  of  the  late  William  K.  I'erkins. 
At  one  time  during  his  administration,  the  people  felt 
need  of  better  mail  facilities,  and  the  postmaster  made  a 
journey  to  Washington,  wh.ich  was  regarded  as  a  great 
undertaking  in  those  days,  and  through  his  personal 
efforts  obtained  from  the  department  what  the  i)eople 
desired.  One  half  of  the  e.\i)ense  of  the  journey  was 
contiibuleil  by  the  patrons  of  the  office.  lie  was  a  self- 
educated  man,  never  hav  ing  attended  school  but  si.\  weeks 


JOHN  WESTON 


ap|)ointed 


in  his  life;  yet,  notwithslandin-  his  hick  of  educational 
advantages,  he  satisfaclorilv  performed  the  lunctions  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  justice  of  the  ipiorum.  'I  here 
were,  at  that  time,  no  police  or  district  courts,  and  both 
civil  and  criminal  cases,  which  are  now  heard  before  such 
courts,  were  tried  before  the  justices.  The  lawyers  would 
select  from  the  large  number  in  the  count}'  the  one  whom 
they  wished  to  have  decide  their  cases,  and  bring  their 
matters  before  him.  Mr.  Weston,  on  account  of  his  in- 
tegrity and  keenness,  was  a  vei}'  jiopular  magistrate',  .ind 
there  are  those  now  living  who  have  heard  such  emi- 
nent lawyers  as  Rufus  Choate  and  Robert  Rantoul,  jr., 
argue  cases  before  this  country  justice  in  the  old  I  nion 
LLdI,  which  stootl  at  the  corner  of  Lrnion  and  Middle 
Streets. 

for  several  years  after  Lowell  began  its  rapid  growth, 

he  heUl  justice's  courts  legu- 
larly  in  that  place.  'Phe  rec- 
ords of  the  ])robate  court 
and  registr}'  of  deeds  show 
that  he  did  a  very  large 
amount  of  probate  and  otlier 
oflice  business,  and  was  often 
entrusted  with  the  settlement 
of  estates.  I J  i  s  |)olitical 
party  was  in  too  small  a 
minorit}' — he  being  at  one 
time  one  of  onl}'  three  demo- 
crats in  town  -  to  allow  of 
his  holtliiig  public  olfice  to  a 
great  e.\tent,  but  his  t(jvvns- 
men  laid  aside  their  politics 
ill  the  year  icS^y,  ami  elected 
him  to  the  ( ieiiei  al  (  durl. 
lie  held  a  high  position  in 
llie  Masonic  fraleinilv,  .iiid 
thcjugh  mail}'  ol  his  as',!)- 
L  kites  r  e  n  o  u  n  c  e  d  i'  l  ee- 
niasonry  during  the  excite- 
ment following  the  .NLtrg.m 
incident,  he  adhered  firmly 
to  his  position. 

Pie  was  admitted  to  mem- 
bership of  the  ( diigrega- 
tional  church  in  Re.uling,  in  iSoi.  Pie  was  deepl}'  in- 
teresteil  in  the  prosperit}'  of  the  church,  was  a  friend  and 
supporter  of  all  the  p.istors,  and  as  decidedl}'  ortliodo.x 
in  his  religious  views  as  he  was  heterodox  in  political 
matters,  in  the  opinion  of  a  large  majorit}'  ol  liie  p.uish. 
He  joined  the  Sund.iy  school  at  its  lirst  organisation  .ind 
was  its  librari.m.  lie  was  a  wide  reader  (jf  religious 
literature  and  was  the  pul)lisher  of  one  or  two  religious 
books. 

In  all  religious  duties  he  was  most  [ninctilious,  m  ac- 
cordance with  the  rigitl  standard  of  those  earlier  times. 
His  family  relations  were  modeled  after  the  Puritan  tyi')e, 
the  w.irmest  affection  existing  between  the  members,  with 
no  demonstration,  .ind  with  but  little  lamiliaritv  ol  inter- 
(■(jurse  between  the  head  of  llie  lamil}'  and  ihe  olhei' 
members. 
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ford,  niaik'  tlicir  rust  rrport.  An  ahstr.n  t  of  lliis  .ippcii^ 
in  the  records  of  the  secretar)-  of  the  c\eeuli\'e  com 
initlee,  and  is  as  follows: —   

1.  Jianquet  to  he  served  on  tliird  lloor 
of  lilack's  l^lock. 

2.  Contract  for  catering  to  he  awarded  to 
j.  I).  Valiquet,  of  L)nn. 

3.  Walter  S.  Parker  for  toastniaster. 

4.  That  committee  on  hands  he  requested 
to  reserve  for  the  hancjuet  the  hest  hand  en^ 
iraffed  for  the  celehration. 

c;.    'I'hat  vocal  nuisit:  ])c  luinished  at  the 
ban(|uet  as  well  as  nistrumental  music. 

6.  'I'hat  the  time  for  the  begiiinini;  of  the 
hanquet  Ije  5.30  r.  m. 

7.  'That  tickets  be  Si. 50*  each. 
'J'he  banquet  was  sersed,  as  the  committee 

had  reccjmmended,  in  lilack's  lllock,  at  5.30 
of  the  evenin^^.  Ree\  es's  ( )rchestra  fur- 
nished the  instrumental,  and  the  Ueacon 
Male  Quartette,  consisting  of  Cieorge  J.  Par- 
ker, lirst  tenor  ;  George  W.  Want,  second 
tenor  ;  Arthur  1!.  Hitclicock,  fust  base  ; 
David  1!.  ISabcock,  second  base,  the  vocal 
music.  Tallies  extended  nearly  the  entire  length  of  the 
i)uilding,  and  at  them  sat  about  six  hundred  men  and 
women,  citizens  of  the  U)\\u  and  their  guests. 

The  banc|uet  hall  was  made  to  look  like  fairy  land 
under  the  hands  of  the  skilful  decorator.  'I'he  walls 
were  cos'ered  with  red  and  white  bunting  to  conceal  the 
numerous  windows,  and  thousands  of  j'ards  of  cheese- 
cloth (if  all  colors  hid  the  Iieavy  beams  of  the  ceiling. 


The  I  loston  //,^/ ol  the  lollowmg  miirnini 
trodui  (.'d  its  ii'port  ol   tlie  b.in(|Uct  : 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  H.  PRESCOTT, 
Plcls.nit  StiL-fl,  Kc.uling. 

"The  last  long  rays  of  the  sunniier  sun  illumined  a 
brilliant  scene  at  the  banquet  last  night  in  lilack's  block, 
the  largest  building  in  the  town.  W  ith  streamers  and 
draperies  of  rainbow-hued  bunting  (jii  posts,  walls,  and 
ceiling,  the  hall  was  a  \'erital)le  grotto  of  Venus,  the  illu- 
sion being  heightened  b\'  the  hundreds  of  prett_\'  tace^  at 
the  long  tables  lunning  up  and  down  the  great  room." 

The  folder  containing  the  order  of  exercises  was  \  er\- 
hajipily  conceix'cd.  (  )n  the  first  p.ige  were  cuts  ol  the  (  )ld 
Parker  Ta\-ern,  1741),  the  .Sergeant  Parker  H(jusc,  1O70. 
and  the  h'irst  Parish  Church,  North  keading,  KSJ7.  (  )i) 
the  fourth  jiage  were  photcjgraphs  cjf  the  Wakefield  tow  n 
hall,  the  Reading  high  jK'hool,  and  (  )ld  South  (  liurcli 
and  i'lint  .Memorial  Hall,  Ncjrlh  Re.ulinu. 


BANK  BUILDirJG, 
Main  M  iis  junciiiin  wiili  ll.iriulen  Sul-uI,  RL-.Tcliiii;. 

The  posts  in  the  hall  were  completely  covered  with  the 
same  material,  and  great  was  the  surprise  of  every  one 
to  behold  what  a  beautiful  and  effective  decoration,  and 
what  a  complete  transformation,  had  been  made  of  such  a 
rough  interior. 

•  A|i]il  2,  iS.;4,  ii  w.is  VDiecl  ill  u  ihc  price  of  ljaii(|nct  ticki.-ts  be  jSs.oo. 


LrCEUM  HALL, 
ll.neil,  Liiniur  A^li  Streets,  Re.ullllL;, 

(.)n  the  inside  of  the  folder  was  the  printed  progi'.im. 
Here  and  there  were  appropriate  tiuot.Uions  from  Shake- 
speare.   At  the  head  of  the  program  was  printed,  — 

\'oii  arc  \\ clcomcj,  j^liuIl-iiil'ii  '     C'diiil-,  iiuisit  i.m-<,  —  I\oiiil'o 

tlllii  Jlllh  l. 
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'I'he  president  of  the  e\-enini;,  Mr.  Waller  S.  I'arker, 
after  rapping  to  order,  rec|uested  ail  to  stand  and  siiiy  the 
following;  lines*  to  the  tune  of  (  )kl  Hundred:  — 

liu  |)i"cSL-nt  at  oiii"  table,  Lord; 
lit  liui  L-  ami  L-\'L-i  _\  u  heru  adoi  t-il  ; 
'I'liLse  iinjixius  |jk>>,  ami  f^rant  that  \\c 
,\!a\  fca-^l  ill  l'ara(li-.r  \\illi  tliLc. 

The  divine  blessing  was  tlien  iiuoked  liy  the  kev. 
l'>ank  S.  Adams,  pastor  of  the  ( jjngregational  ehureh. 

INVOCATION. 

O  IaihI,  mil  I'athcr,  i  cvuiL-iitly  call  upon  tliy  lumic,  ami 
imitedlv  lift  om  llL■all^  uiilcj  tliL-c.     I'luiu  i;ri<\\  not  tlit  \L-.n>  with 
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thv  giiodness  ;  tlioil  hlcssc-sl  the  ilKrea>e  of 
the  liekis,  ami  elothesl  the  hills  with  lieauly 
fi Ji- (iiir  joy  ami  uphiiilding. 

We  lieartil)  lliank  Ihee  tor  all  in  the  his- 
tory of   the   life    ami  \vt)rks  of  our  f.itheis 

lliat  miites  these  coiiinuinities  ;it  this  seascm  m  services  of  coninieiii- 
oratioii  and  praise.  W'e  thank  thee  tiiat  their  hearts  were  luimes 
of  faith,  ami  the  love  of  truth,  of  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  of  obedi- 
ence to  thv  will.  W'e  tliank  thee  for  our  inheritance  of  thy  f^ifts 
through  them. 

W'e  desire  that  this  occasion  may  be  one,  not  merely  of  rejoicing, 
but  also  of  deepened  |)urpose  ;  not  merely  of  commemoration  of 
noble  men  and  tieeds  of  the  ])ast,  but  also  of  consecration  for  the 
present  aiul  the  years  to  come.  May  our  hearts  lie  liomes  of  taith 
and  truth,  our  lives  temples  for  ser\  ice  in  the  mitlst  of  our  fellowuien. 

And  now  may  thy  blessing  rest  u|)on  our  nation,  and  our  beloved 
commonwealth,  and   their  represeiitati\ es  who  are  with  us.  May 


*  Sang  alio  at  tin:  I'iceiileiinial  in  184-1. 


lll\    lilcsvllio   ir^l    lipiHI  lllc  ill-^l  il  ill  ions  .nill   illlelcsls  of    Ihcsc  >1M-I.ll 

I  0111  111  iiiii  I  ic-..  aiul  upon  i\,  i\  piiipoNi  .111(1  cllcul  ol  their  lili/L'iis 
wliiih,  willi  lli\  guiil.iiuc  .111(1  |j|(-.sing,  will  (  ( 111  1 1  i  I  III  1  c  to  llic  more 
peilei  I  m.iillioiul  .iiul  w  1 1111.1 11  hood,  to  the  tullei  .iiid  liiliri  lileol 
111. 111.  Illess  Lis.  we  ask  llicu,  in  receiving  iIicsl-  gills  ol  lh\  bouiilw 
and  in  ,ill  tli.il  these  hours  bring  us.  In  the  n.uiie  ot  th\  Son.  our 
I  .Ol  d,  w  e  a-.k  it .     .  \  111,11. 

The  dinner  \\as  then  ser\'ed.  P'ollowing  a  seKnUion 
I))'  the  ciuartette,  the  picsident  inacU'  the  opL-ning  addiess, 
as  follows  :  — 

Address  ol   Walter  S.  I'arker,  president  of  llie  e\en- 
in-;  — 

/■'.■//fij-i-ilr.iil^  of  .Wnlh  A\;i./uix:  t  I'.i ,1 11,/  A',,i,/i  ii-,  /-ririiJ' 
iiii</  \,'ixi'i/'or\  1(11  :  It  bci  nines  m\  plc.isaiil  dutv,  as  picsideiil  ol  the 
r\eiiiiig,  speaking  in  behalf  of  I  Ik  iiiol  lici  low  11.  to  e-\teii(l  loom 
guests  our  hearty  appiei  iaiioii  of  the  ImiKu-  they  lia\e  conferred 
upon  us  by  t lieir  prcsiiK  e  here  this  exeiiiiiL;.  I  will  ako  lake  llii-^ 
opporl  unity  ot  e.Meiidiiig,  lr(Uii  llic  iiiollu;r  to  her  ollspriiiL;,  Ik.t 
w.irmest  i  ongiat  ul.il  ioii^  lor  the  ellicieiil  .iiul  fr.ili.-i  11, il  in, inner  in 
which  the)  h.i\e  (..iniecl  out  llieii  respeiti\e   p.iils  of  this  pK.giain. 

I  he  oli-l  mother  town  rejoices  in  the  prospeiilvof 
her  (l.iughlers,  and  \iews  with  (leliglil  the  boundless 
l.ililv  ol  their  1  il  i/eii^,  ,is  e-\pie^sed  ill  tile  iniiiiili- 
ceiit  gifts  of  the  I'  lint  .Memorial  I  kill  in  North 
keadiiig,  and  of  the  be.iiitiful  lowii  li.ill  .it  \\  .ikelield. 
reading,  1  am  pleased  to  sav,  \iews  with  no  je,don^ 
eye  the  beautiful  buildings  that  llie-~e  town--  li.i\e  le- 
leived,  nor  does  she  \  lew  with  onl\  m,itei  iKil  pride  the 
|)rospeiit}  ill  either  plai  e.  '^he■^e  .ill  .iieluil  llie  en- 
largements of  her  f(unier  self,  and  the  true  mother 
e\'er  \iew--  with  keen  ple.isure  the  eiikiiged  oppoiluii- 
ity  for  gre.iter  usefulness  ih.u  i  omes  b\  kind  I'loxi- 
ileiKe  t(.)  her  i  hildreii. 

<  lid  Reading  lejoices  in  all  these  things.  1  here 
is  one  tiling,  howe\er,  ill  which  --he  i^  je.ib 
oils,  ,iiid  one  oiih',  .Liid  ill  tluit  oiie  thine, 
she  is  jealou--,  not  in  .in\'  ii,ii  row  .mil  vcTli-li 
--piril,  but  with  ,1  bro.ul  .mil  (,illuilii  spiiil, 
not  as  rcl.itcil  lo  other  lowii--,  but  only  in 
her  own  .iiKesli.d  home.  I  leie  she  gu.iiiU 
it  as  the  apple  of  her  eye.  The  ch.iiaiter 
of  hel  peo|)le  which  luis  shown  il-^ell  in 
the  pa^l,  we  hope  .iiid  liii^l  the  (  liililreii 
will  iiuun  1  iiiii  ill  the  I  u  t  lire.  .No  good  i  .ui-m- 
w.is  ex  el  pieseilled  to  its  liti/eiis  th.il  did 
not  receixe  a  loval  siippml.  I  hex  li.ixe 
been  in  the  xaiigiurd  in  ,ill  iiioxcineiils  for 
tlie  anielior.ition  of  mankind. 

It  is  my  (liitv,  111  these  post  pi.imli.d 
e.\ercises,  to  dii  ccl  .ind  point  out  the  w  .ly  : 
not  st.imliiii;  motionless  xxith  right  aim  e-\- 
teiided,  as  doe^  the  sl.itiie  ol  l^xeiett  in  the 
I'ublic  (iaideiis,  and  wliiidi,  as  li.is  been 
s,iid,  is  (.oiitiiiuallv  ^. lying,  "  llii^  w.ix  lo 
lliighton,"  but  simply  to  suggest  the  xx.i) 
,uul  n.ime  the  sjie.iker.  before  doing  thi.-,, 
how  exer,  alloxx  me  tor  a  moment  to  take  xxith  xoii  a  ret  rospei  t  i  x  e 
\  iew,  suggested  In'  the  dav  and  the  oii.i^ion. 

The  thought  is  often  e.\|)ressed  that  democratic  goxernnieiil  in 
.\merica  is  e.xperimeiital  ;  yet,  if  x\  e  gkince  backward  to  i(i-||,  in 
the  X  ery  year  of  the  iiiioi|)oralion  of  thi>  good  old  tow  n,  and  lec.ill 
for  a  moment  the  map  of  l-'.urope  at  th.it  lime,  the  situation  ol  the 
kingtlimis  and  empires  then,  and  rc'cill  xvh.it  lliev  are  to  ikiy,  then  sludl 
\x  e  be  led  to  the  conclusion  th.U  nioii, 111  hies  ,ire  not  more  pei  in.in- 
ent  or  stable  than  republics.  The  hitter  is  built  on  a  foundation,  one 
corner  of  which  is  the  piiblii  school,  emph.isi/ed  by  compulsory  edu- 
cation, and  resulting  ill  an  intelligent  ,iiid  imlependenl  manhood,  suf- 
frage, condiined  w  ith  perfei  t  religious  freedom,  t  he  si.\  great  poxxeis 
to-day,  it  xvonld  be  conceded,  , ire  (iieat  lliit.iin,  (  iermaiiy,  h'l.ime, 
Austria,  Russia,  Italv,     (ire, it   lirilain  in  lOpi  was  just  beginning  to 
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'ucl  thf  iniii  yoke  nf  ( 'riJii\\\  (  ici  iii.in)  ,  unilcil  1 .1 1  licii.nid  as  il 

s  to-day,  hail  nul  an  cxiNtL-iu.u  even  ni  the  mind  of  a  ^iuanlie 
llisniank.  The  greatest  I'russian  kini;,  l''re<leiiek  the  (Ileal,  had 
not  ai>|)e,ire<l  on  the  stai^e  of  .ulion,  "hearing  up  af^ainst  the  worUl 
111  arni>,"  says  M.u  .luhiy,  "  with  .111  oniu  e  of  poison  in  one  poeket 
;nid  .1  ipiire  of  li.id  \  eises  in  another."     Louis  h.id  just  lu;}j,uii 

[hat  hiiii;  an<k  niust  we  saw  deinoi  ah/iiii;  n  ij;!!  ol  se\enty-t\vo  years, 
whieli  lin.dly  led  lo  the  I'renih  KevolutioiK  kussia  w.is  almost 
unknown.  I  I  er  ,L;ie.it  heio,  I 'eter  t  he  ( 1  real ,  was  yet  mihcnn.  Italy 
was  ih\  ided  into  many  petty  kin.i;donis,  L'nited  ltal\  ,  asil  is  to-day, 
made  s<j  by  N'ietor  Lm.inuel  aiul  Kini;  Humbert,  was  not  at  that  time 
e\  en  in  tlieir  minds.  I  hii  iuj;  .dl  litis  time,  Keailin};,  onr  de.ir  oUI  low  11, 
was  niadu.dlv  inLie.isinn  her  |)opul.Llioii,  ,ind  build 
ing  up  a  p-Uiiolie  and  law -.diidiiiL;  eonimuuily. 

Keadinn  is,  ehar.u.tei  islieal]\ ,  a  l\  piial  .\  ew 
I'ingland  town,  nolw  ilhstaiuliii^f  our  elo--e  pro.\iniity 
to  lioston.  W  e  probably  lia\e  more  a  homoge- 
neous people  than  anv  town  in  this  |>arl  of  the 
StaU'.  .Mine  |)ers(jns  own  .uul  li\e  in  their  own 
houses,  pro])abl\,  in  this  eomniunily  than  in  .ilmost 
anv  other  eommunily  in  tliis  \i(iiiil\.  We  have 
none  immensely  rii  h  ;  we  have  se.iriely  none  mis- 
erably poor,  (lood  order  ami  law  ha\ebeen 
versally  respected,  as  is  shown  by  our  ])olire  fori  e, 
eoiislsting,  ,1-^  it  does  ,il  the  present  time,  of  two 
men. 

In  edtication  Reading  has  ,dwavs  taken  ,1  high 
stand.     ^\'e  have,  for  the  si/e  of  the  town,  one  of 
the  hirgest  high   sihooU,  .mil   h,ive   always  main- 
l.nned,  as  is  shown  bv  the  records  of  the  .Seeretary 
of  ihe  llo.ird  of  laluialicm,  one  of  the  kirgest  high 
sthools,  in  eomp.irisi/n  to  our  si/e,  ol  .my  town  in 
the  St.ite.    W  e  supply   I'loston,  I   am  sorry  lo  s.iy, 
•md  yet  I  tlon't  know  .is  I  might  lo  be,  ,it  onr 
own    e.vpense,   with  ,i  gre.il  m.iiiy  te.icher^, 
training  them    at    onr  own  e.xpense,  gi\ing 
them  the  l)enelit  of  <jnr  training. 

(  )ui  (liuri  hes  h.i\e  been  well  sust.nned, 
and  there  is  unit\'  of  feeling  \erv  seldom 
found  in  any  i_ommuiiit\. 

Ue.iding,  the  old  hi•^lolie  town,  has  been 
noted  for  its  p.itriotism.      It  h.til  represent,! 
ti\es  who  took  no  mean  part  in  tlie  l\e\(ilu- 
tion.iry  W'.ir.      ()nr  ancestors  were  present 
at  the  l)atlles  ol  I  .e.xiiiglon,  of  (  Oiu  old,  .md 
of   Hunker   llill.    They  took  .m  aitixe  p.u  t 
in   the  b.itlles  of   tlie    N'orlh  and  the  (.1111 
paigiis  of  the  South.     In  our  (  i\il  W  .ir  our 
men  were  in  the  lii-,l  troops  ih.U  ies|icnided 
to  the  t.iU  of  l-'ather  .\br.iham.     I  add  also 
anothei"  \ery  siguilic.mt  l.tet,  .md  I  think  the 
st.iti--tie>  will  be.ir  me  mil  in  thi^.       1  h.i\e 
at    mv   elbow   a   gentlenian  who  represents 
them  not  <mlv  in  the  State,  but  in  the  n.i- 
timi.     W  e  ereLtetl,  if  I  ;im  not  mistaken,  the 
lirst    soldiers'    monument    erected    in  this 
St.ite   to    our  noble  and  heroic    dead.       The  e.xpres- 
sicm   of    patriotism    w.is    not    conllned    to    the  men 
altine  ;  busily  working  for  the  sic  k  and  injured  in  the 
hospital,  one  of  onr  loyal  women  sent  a  iepresentati\ c 
to  the  war  .it  her  own  expense, iiuiy  her  n.mie  ever 
be  honored,  —  .Miss  i  jiiily  Ruggles.  (.\|)plause.) 

The  town  has  eimducled  herlin.inci.d  departments 
in  such  tin  able  iir.inner  thai  her  credit  stands  in  the  money  markets 
of  the  wcnid,  a  peer  with  the  richest  municipalities  and  the  largest 
corporations. 

I''inally,  Reading  took  an  :icti\'e  |);irt  in  the  antislaverv  moyement, 
and  has  alwtiys  stood  hrm  for  tem|)ei,mce.  ()ne  other  ideti  thtit  1 
would  like  to  add  ;  .iiid  it  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be  ;i  grand  thing 
if  not  only  all  the  lowns,  luit  all  the  cities  in  our  commonwealth, 
should  follow  her  example.  I'olilics  has  ne\er  entered  into  her 
town  go\ ernment.     Iler  olliceis   are  selected  not   for  partisan  tmd 


politic, il  1  c-.isi  Ills,  but  for  ellic  ieiu  .end   1  cMson.dile  ser\ic:e.     Let  me 
c  lose  with  these  lilies  only  ;  to  her  they  do  apply  :  — 
'■  h'oi  well  she  keeps  her  ancient  sloe  k. 

The  si  111  )l  H  uii  St  rengt  h  ol  I'lvinoulh  Rock, 
.\ncl  well  m.niitains,  wilh  mildcu  laws 

\nd  .  IcMiei  light,  Ihe  L;ood  old  c  .iiise." 

I'he   1  'resident  :  - 

I  .1111  obliged  lo  .mnonnce  thai,  on  .icconni  of  ollic  iai  d  u  I  ie-,,  I  he 
l're--ideiil  of  the  Lnited  Slates  is  not  ,d ile  to  be  present  wilh  us. 
W  e  sent  him  an  in vil .11  ion,  bu  1  he  w.e,  nn.ible  to  ccime.  Ile  h.is 
sent,  howcwer,  .1   \ei\-   .ible   o  presen  1 .1  li  \  e,      I  »f    coui^e.   il  would 
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be  very  natural  for  ns  lo  feel  that  lie  is  nearer  and  dearer  am 
greater  lliaii  even  the  I'resideiil,  being  ficmi  our  own  town. 

I  ,lIso  rejoice  in  wekoming  him  here  this  e\ening,  bec,iii-,e  in  .i 
his  ollic  ial  career,  not  only  in  this  Stale,  but  in  the  u.iticjn,  he  ;dw.i\ 
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CARRt  )LL  DA VI  I  ).S(  )N  W  RKi  I  I  T  w.isl.oru  in  I  )iin- 
harttjn,  N.  11.,  July  25,  iS  |o.  I  Ic  is  the  son  of  Rc\'. 
\alh.iii  R.  and  l'',li/,i  ( '.  \\'rii;hl.  lie  was  cclucalL-d  in  the 
academies  at  Washington,  X .  H.,  and  (  hester,  \  t.,  and  in 
tlie  high  school  at  Readini;',  his  father  having  removed  to 
this  t()wn  in  1S56,  where  he  resided  for  two  \ears,  the 
family  then  remo\'ing  to  Alstead,  \.  II  ;  thence  to  Swan- 
zey,  N.  H.;  and  then,  in  1860,  to  I'^ranklin,  Mass.,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  citixen  of  this  State.  Jan.  1, 
1S67,  he  married  Caroline  I',.,  the  daughter  of  the  late 
.Sylvester  liarnden,  of  this  town.  I!\  this  marriage  there 
have;  l)een  two  daughters,  Cornelia  liarnden  Wright,  l)orn 
in  l)ecember,  iSyo,  and  (Irace  l)imcan  Wright,  born  in 
1  >ecember,  1S74.  In  Se[)tember,  1862,  Mr.  Wright  en- 
listed in  the  i4lh  New  Hampshire  Regiment  as  a 
pri\ate,  but  before  leax'ing  the  Sl.Ue  was  commissioned 
secoiul  lieutenant  in  Com- 
pany of  that  regiment. 
In  I  )ecember,  1863,  he  was  ,i  ■  '  >  . 
commissioned  adjutant  of 
the  legiment.  and  in  Decem-  .j..  -  .  . 

bei',  1864,  as  its  coKjnel. 
This  was  at  the  close  of  the 
campaign  in  the  .Shenan- 
doah \'alle)-,  w  here  he  serx  ed 
as  chief  of  stall  of  lirigadier- 
(leneral  ISirge,  of  the  First 
brigade.  Second  I  )ivision, 
19th  .Army  Corps.  Colonel 
Wright,  on  account  oi  ill 
health,  resigned  in  March, 
1865.  liefore  the  w.ir  he 
had  commenced  the  stud}'  of 
law  under  .Messrs.  Wheeler 
iS:  i'aulkner,  of  Keene,  \.  H., 
continuing  his  studies  under 
Mr.  Woiihington,  of  1  )e(l- 
ham,  Mass..  and  Tolm.in 
Will  e  y,  I'",S(.|.,  of  I'oston, 
whose  (jllice  he  again  en- 
teretl  on  leaving  the  service, 
lie  was  admitted  to  the  b.ir 
of  New  Hampshire  at  Keene, 
in  October,  18(15,  and  to  that 

of  Massachusetts  and  the  I'nited  States  Courts  at  lloston, 
in  October,  1867.  .\fterhis  marriage  he  resided  for  .1  few 
months  in  Lynn,  Mass  ,  where  he  was  engaged  temporal  ily 
in  the  furniture  business,  his  health  pre\  enting  his  entei  ing 
actively  upon  the  practise  of  law.  He  removed  to  Read- 
ing with  his  w  ife  in  .\pril,  1867,  ami  has  ever  sir.ce  been  a 
citixen  of  this  town.  He  took  up  the  practise  of  law  in 
August  following,  in  1871,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  serving  during  the  terms  of  1872  and  1873.  While 
in  the  Senate  lie  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  workingmen's  trains  in  suburban 
districts.  He  was  made  Chief  of  the  Massachusetts  ISu- 
reau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  in  June,  1873,  and  continued  in 
charge  of  that  otiice  imtil  September,  1888.  In  1880,  he 
was  appointed  Supervisor  of  the  United  States  Census  for 
Massachusetts,  and  wasalscj  a  special  agent  of  that  censtis 
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on  the  f'.ictor)  Sxstein,  siiending  some  months  in  lun'ope 
in  investigating  the  oiigin  .nid  conditions  ol  lattoiie.s 
I heie. 

In  1883,  he  was  commissioned  I))- the  go\'ernor  to  inves- 
tigate the  |)ublii  records  ol  the  towns,  jiai  ishes,  counties, 
and  courts  of  iVLrssachusetts,  and  in  |anuai  \',  1885,  he  was 
made  (  dmmissionei"  of  the  I'  edei  .il  Hure.iu  of  Labt.jr,  w  hii  li 
was  at  that  time  and  up  to  |ulv  1,  1888,  a  bureau  in  the 
1  )eiiartment  of  the  Interior  at  Washington,  wluMi  the 
bureau  w, in  enlarged  to  an  inde])endenl  department.  Mi. 
Wright  still  lemaining  at  its  head  as  commissioner,  .1 
position  which  he  still  holds.  From  jan.  31,  1885,  t(;  Sep- 
tember. 1888,  he  was  in  charge  of  both  oltices,  that  of 
the  Massachusetts  ljure.ui  of  Statistics  of  Labor  .ind  the 
I'cderal  lluie.ui  and  I  )epartmenl  of  Labor.  Mv.  Wright 
was  rt'publican  presidential  elector    in   1876;    in  1875, 

and  again   in   1885,  he  h.id 
charge  ol  the  tleceiinial  (  en- 
.  sus   of    Massachusetts.  In 

( )ctober,  1893,  under  tlie 
pro\'isions  of  a  s|)eci,d  act  ol 
/.  i  Cimgress,  the    I'resident  of 

the  United  Stales  directed 
him  to  close  the  work  ol  the 
!''le\'enth  I'ederal  (  eiisus, 
and  he  is  now  in  cli.iige  of 
that  Work  .is  well  .is  ili.it  of 
the  l)ep.irtment  of  Laboi  ,il 
Washington.  In  i87(),  he 
was  Lecturer  on  " 'i"he  Ftlii- 
cal  Phases  of  the  L.il  lor  ( Ques- 
tion "  at  the  1  ,ow  ell  I  iistilule 
111  lloston  :  and  during  1  88  1 
he  was  Uni\eisit\'  Lectuiei" 
on  '''['he  l''actoi\-  .S\sleiii" 
at  liar  \'  ,\  id  I  ni\ersit\ . 
I  n  I  89  I ,  he  w.is  1  n i\  el  sii\- 
Lecliiier  on  "Studies  111  .So- 
cial Science  "  ,U  jolin^  Hop- 
kins r  ni\-ersit\',  b.illiiiiore, 
aiul  {in  "  Statistics  "  at  the 
U  n  i  \'  e  r  s  i  I  y  of  M  i  c  hig.in, 
while,  in  I  89  J,  he  served  in 
the  same  ca|iacit\-  .it  the 
X orthwestern  Unix'ersit)'  at  i\\  anston,  I II.  His  sei  \  ic  es 
are  constantU'  in  demand  as  .i  speaker  on  social  and  eto- 
noinic  subjects.  He  is  a  member  of  \aricnis  scientilic 
societies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  1883,  Tufts  ( 'ol- 
lege  conferred  upon  him  the  honorar)'  degree  ol  .Mattel 
of  .Arts.  His  publications  are  coin|)relieiuled  in  ne.irl)- 
fort}'  \-oluines  of  statistics,  and  as  many  special  paiiiplilels 
and  articles  upon  \'aiious  ciuestions  of  kibor  and  soci.il 
science. 

He  has  alw  ays  been  a  public-spirited  citizen  of  Re.iding, 
doing  his  full  share  to  secure  its  acKancemeiit.  lie 
served  four  }e.irs  on  the  school  board,  and  h.is  alw.i}s 
been  acli\el}'  interested  in  e\er}  thing  lh.it  would  tenil  to 
help  elevate  the  town.  Since  the  fall  of  1887  he  has, 
with  his  f.\inil\-,  resided  at  Washington,  i).  C.,  where 
his  duties  demand  his  const. mt  attention. 
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carriL'd  on  liis  oiricu  lliruiigh  repuM'Ran  aiul  clcnioLiatic  administia- 
tions  ill  OLir  State  in  such  a  liij^li  ami  non-paitisLuisiiip  way  (liat  lie 
always  was  reappointed  by  every  governor ;  and  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  republican  and  democratic  presidents. 

I  refer  to  our  fellow-citizen  and  townsman,  the  Hon.  Carroll  D. 
Wright  (great  applause),  and  it  gi\es  me  great  pleasure  to  aild  that, 
as  the  {'resident  was  not  alile  to  be  liere,  we  are  delighted  (hat  he 
has  sent  so  able  a  representative. 

Speech  of  Hon.  Carroll  D.  Wright  :  — 

Mr.  J'rL-si</c/it,  La,lic\,  and  LUiilU  iiifii:  1  liardly  know  how  to  respond 
to  such  an  intrt)duclion,  but  1  feel  sure  that  you  are  entitled  to  the 
cordial  greeting-,  of  the  t  hief  Magistrate  of  the  LIuiteil  .Slates  fcjr  tlie 
work  that  you  are  engagetl  in  to  night  in  commemorating  tiie  two  hun- 
dred and  liftielli  amii\ersary  (jf  the  settlement  of  this  good  okl  town. 

'I'he  i'resideiit  of  the  I'liited  States!  Wlien  Reading  was  incor- 
porated there  was  no  smli  office  ;  the  people  then  did  not  know  what 
class  of  men  would  be  called  bjr  in  the  government  of  the  country 
that  was  just  in  its  infancy.  The  men  then  knew  not  what  greatness 
tile  country  wuukl  reach  ;  !)ut  as  we  look  back  upon  cjur  history  and 
see  what  tile  great  naticuis  of  l'Airo]ie  have  undertaken  to  do,  the 
class  of  men  which  they  have  calletl  to  llieir  chief  ohices,  and  then 
consider  our  own  great  nation,  il  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  under 
a  democratic  form  of  gov- 
eniment  we  are  .d.liged  to  ^^aSS^ 
eclipse  them  all  in  the  ver- 
satility of  the  talents  which 
we  call  to  our  service. 
There  is  something  in  the 
\ery  changes  wliiili  are 
coming  to  natit)ns  that  in- 
dicates that  the  qualities 
of  our  chief  men  must  be- 
come broader  and  broader, 
because  they  must  grasp 
|)ri)blems  tli.it  the  p. 1st  has 
not  li.ul  to  deal  with.  The 
grcLit  nations  of  the  world, 
ami  among  the  greatest  is 
our  own,  are  |)assing  from 
(.me  stage  to  another;  they 
are  passing  from  militarism 
to  industrialism.  They  are 
passing  from  a  toini  of  gov- 
ernment which  means  power 
in  Ihe  h.nids  of  the  few,  to 
that  government  in  an  iii- 
tlustrial      society  which 

means  the  gin  ernment  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  all,  and  this 
passage,  this  transition,  means  the  highest  attributes  and  elenient.s  of 
statesmanship  as  the  necessary  qualifications  for  our  chief  magistrates. 

(  liie  of  the  great  elements  which  musi  be  lecogni/ed  in  the  future 
is  that  to  w  liicli  the  piesitleiit  has  alludetl,  —  the  necessity  of  non- 
partisan work.  There  must  be  a  thorough  comprehension  of  that 
supreme  and  far-reaching  rule  of  non-partisanship  that  comes  from 
the  .iction  cjf  the  most  intense  partisanship  as  the  chief  element  in 
the  government  of  all  our  national  actions.  The  partisanship  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  represented  the  Tories  and  the  l'"ederals.  ( )ut 
of  it  grew  that  grand  non-partisanship  where  every  man  stood  for 
country,  no  matter  what  the  consequence.s  might  be.  Then  came 
that  other  partisanship,  the  agitation  of  the  great  slavery  question, 
which,  in  its  intensest  form  of  agitation,  led  to  that  great  noii-])arti- 
sanship  where  every  true  man,  every  lover  of  his  country,  every  loyal 
citi/.en  had  to  stand  in  cme  grand  and  non-partisan  work,  the  work 
of  freedom  for  all  li\  ing  on  .\merican  soil.  Then  came  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  as  the  result  of  this  intense  partisanship,  ami  the  man 
who  ilared  in  these  northern  States  to  stand  up  then  for  any  iiartisan 
work  was  characterizetl  by  the  keenest  ejiithets  of  disgrace,  and  out 
came  that  other  man,  the  jiartisan  Lincoln,  whose  name,  well  know  n 
as  it  was,  as  it  is,  and  .is  it  must  be,  as  the  friend  of  free  government. 
It  was  partisanship  that  made  non-partisanship  a  possibility. 

The  action  of  great  parties  is  essential  to  all  national  success; 


and  while  I  stand  in  all  olfu.ial  work  for  iioii  p.nl isaii  action,  because 
it  is  scieutihc,  I  nevertheless  believe  that  no  KiuiHiy  cm  -,l.iiid  with 
out  clearly  deliiied  political  parties,  and  that  exery  man's  duty  is  to 
ally  himself  sooner  or  Liter,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  t<;  one  of 
them,  and  to  do  .ill  in  his  |ii)W"er  to  m.ike  purer  the  ]).i](y  lo  which 
he  belongs. 

.So,  ill  ])assiug  from  ihe  old  sl.ige  of  ni ili I ai"i-,m,  f roni  birmsof 
des|)otism  which  rule  even  now  the  gre.it  iiali(Uis  nt  ihe  e.iitli,  to 
that  other  form  of  society  which  ccniies  under  iiidust  ri.il  conditions,  we 
are  constantly  de\elo|)ing  I  hose  means  by  width  we  must  soKe  the 
deeper  sociological  questions  which  concern  e\  ery  polilii  .il  i|uestii>n 
which  .ittr.icts  public  .ittention  to-tl.iy. 

If  you  wish  lo  ilisciiss  the  silver  ipiestidn  or  Ihe  l.irifl,  or  any 
other  of  the  ipiestioiis  that  are  agit.itiiig  the  gre.il  p.ulies  in  Ihe 
country  now,  )ou  will  find  th.it  undeinealh  all  there  lies  .1  deeper 
and  a  more  signilicant  meaning  than  the  simple  ecoiuuiiic  measures 
presented  by  the  politician  and  the  statesman.  These  .iie  (pieslions 
which  belong  to  conditions,  these  are  ipiestions  which  belong  to  tlie 
humanity  of  the  worlil,  and  not  to  its  politics;  so,  to  cairv  cnit  these 
things  in  the  future,  we  shall  tlemand  more  .mil  more  of  our  i  hief 
magistrates  those  elements  of  iion  p;irtisaiiship,  the  gr.iiul  elements 
of  statesmaiislii|),  which  will  cairy  us  safely  .iiul  prosperously  through 
the  great  unrest  that  |irevails.     \\'e  sh.ill  need  not  only  the  coiii.ige 

.iiid  |i,itrioti--m  which  I 
know  actuate  the  |iie--eiit 
chief  magistrate,  but  ,is 
time  goes  on  and  our 
quesliulis  t.ike  on  iiioil- 
largely  the  ccmdilioiis  1 
h.i\e  intimated,  we  shall 
re(|uiie  all  tli.it,  and  in 
ailditiim  such  gie;it  and 
intimate  knowledge  o  f 
politics  ill  relation  to  such 
comlilioiis  as  no  m.m  in  ihe 
(  >ld  (U  Ihe  .\ew  \\drld  yet 
possesses.  .\ll  our  Presi- 
dents have  nobly  ]).i\ed 
the  w  ay  for  tins  i,  li.iracler 
..f  the  future. 

Tilt  Presitlcnt  liien 
said  :  — 


BLACK'S  BLOCK, 
ll.iven  Street,  Reading.    (Wliere  ll\e  Banquet  was  held.) 


I  am  very  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  announce  thai 
the  lloveriior  was  not  able 
to  stay  and  |)ai  tic  ipale  with 
us  in  this  p.irl  of  the 
celebration.  He  was  obligetl,  on  account  of  tluties  in  another  pi. ice, 
to  take  a  very  early  train. 

It  is  with  very  great  jileasure  that  I  say  to  you  that  he  was  \eiy 
much  ple.ised  with  his  reception,  with  the  leception  lh.it  he  held  at 
the  (  )ild  I'ellows'  I  I. ill,  im|)ri>mplii  all.iir  as  il  was,  and  ,ilso  with 
the  reception  that  you  gave  him  at  the  meeting  in  the  ()ld  .South 
Church;  and  (Uily  urgent  oHici.d  duties  would  have  called  him  aw.iy 
from  this  b.inqnet  this  evening. 

It  gives  me  very  great  ple;isure  to  say  that  he  is  ably  represented 
by  a  man  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  the  .Semite  of  .Massachu- 
setts, and  has  finally  been  elected  its  president  ;  .ind  it  gi\  es  me 
pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  Hon.  William  .M.  butler,  who  will  re- 
s|)oiid  in  pl.ice  of  the  Ciovernor. 

Speech  of  Hon.  William  M.  Butler  :  — 

Mr.  C/Hiirnitui,  Ladies,  and  C!cnlli  ini-}i  :  I  am  very  much  ]ileased 
to  come  here  to-night  to  give  an  expression  of  the  interest  aiul 
regard  of  the  commonwealth  towards  its  towns  and  the  lowii  of 
Reading.  There  is  much  of  sigiiilicaiice  in  occasions  like  this.  'I  he 
common  wealth,  made  u|)  of  ils  towns  :iiul  its  municipalities,  owes  .1 
debt  of  gratitude  and  interest  to  the  towns,  which  it  is  alw.ivs.i 
pleasure  for  me,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  .St.ite  govern- 
ment, to  express. 

There  is  another  anniversary  which  I  may,  iierhaps,  appropriately 


■  It  . 


•  it»..'  all  I  >> 
:  I,  ..()  .  :  ; 


,,,,,  .  ,;,  ,,,  .■  .  .,i         ./  iii:rkili>-. 

■  r  .i  ■/.;(■)  'ri:'-  ■::  •  •) 
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'I'WO  IILJNDRJ-:!)  AND  Fl       ICI'l  I  AX  .\  1  \' l.RSA  k  V 


GEORCJE  MINOT,    KS(J.,   was  horn  in  llaveriiill, 
;\[ass.,   Jan.  5,   1S17,   and   was  a   s(M1  of  Hon. 
Steplien  Minot,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  that  place. 

After  a  preparatory  course  of  study  at  Haverhill  Acad- 
emy, and  Phillips  Academy,  Hxeter,  N.  H.,  then  under  the 
charge  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Abbott,  he  entered  ]far\ard 
College  and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1836.  He  im- 
mediately commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  law  school 
at  Cambridge,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Rufus  Choate,  in 
Boston,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1839.  His  legal 
practise  was  largely  in  the  city  of  Poston  ;  but  in  the 
year  1847,  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Poston  ^v: 
i\Iaine  Railroad,  of  which  corporation  he  was  for  many 
years  solicitor,  he  removed  to  Reading,  purchasing  a 
portion  of  one  of  the  "  J\aton  farms,"  on  y\sh  Street,  which 
had  not  long   before  been 

the  home  of  Pphraim  Parker,   '  ..^  „  

then  deceased.     In  Reading  -  .. 

his  influence  was  specially 
felt  in  educational  matters. 
He  served  on  the  school  com- 
mittee, and  was  a  leader  in 
the  mox'ement  for  establish- 
ing the  hiy-h  school. 

He  was  a  leading  meml)er 
of  the  <  )ld  South  parisli,  and 
his  advice  had  great  weight 
in  the  selection  of  the  pas- 
tors who  held  otiice  duruig 
his  residence.  Previous  to 
his  coming  to  Reading,  the 
instrumental  music  in  church 
was  furnished  by  an  orchestra 
of  wind  and  stringed  instru- 
ments, 'i'hrough  Mr.  Minot's 
inlluence,  the  lirst  pipe  organ 
e\'er  used  in  Reading  was 
purchased  by  the  Old  South 
parish.  He  held  the  position 
of  organist  until  failing 
health  compelled  his  resigna- 
tion. His  rare  ability  as  an 
organist  is  still  remembered 
by  the  musicians  of  his  time. 
1844,10  Mrs.  Emily  P.  Ogle,  who  died  in  1853,  le.uing 
one  son,  Ceorge  S.  Minot.  in  December,  1854,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dawes,  who  is  still  living  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.  'Pheir  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Ossoli  P'uller,  resides  in  Exeter,  N.  H.  He  died  in  Jvead- 
ing,  April  iG,  1858,  and  now  rests  in  Eaurel  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, The  /.(/ni  Reporter  for  May,  1858,  contains  an 
obituary  from  which  is  gleaned  what  follows  concerning 
iiis  work  and  character. 

I'Vjr  ten  ye;u"s  he  was  the  careful  and  accurate  editor 
of  the  "  United  States  Statutes  at  Large."  He  also  assisted 
the  late  Mr.  Peters  in  the  preparation  of  the  first  eight 
volumes  of  the  statutes  published  in  184S.  'Phe  full  and 
complete  general  index  was  entirely  his  work.  He  was 
associate  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  late  Judge 


GEORGE  MINOT. 


Mr.  Minot  was  marrii 


Wootllnuy,  in  the  hirst  Circuit  Court.  Hisetlition  of  tlie 
nine  volumes  of  "  English  Admiralty  iveports,"  re|iublishetl 
by  Little  iV  Prown  in  1S53,  bears  evidence  ol  his  iinlustr)' 
and  learning  in  that  branch  of  his  profession.  In  1844,  he 
edited  tiie  work  which  has  matle  his  name  familiar  to  e\  ei  )' 
.Massachusetts  hiwyer,  the  "Digest  of  Decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Couit  of  this  Slate,"  to  which  he  added  a  su|)- 
plemenl  in  185:;.  Until  compelled  b)'  the  state  of  his 
health  to  la\-  aside  his  labors,  he  was  intending  and  |)re- 
paring  to  recast  the  entire  work,  and  incluile  later  re- 
ixjits.  \w  his  practise  he  was  prudent,  just,  anil  cau- 
tioLis.  i  te  knew  at  once  the  necessar)'  law  of  his  case 
and  all  the  sources  of  legal  knowledge  ;  and  he  was  a  fair, 
keen,  and  logical  reasoner  and  incjuirer  after  truth.  His 
knowledge  of  eciuit)',  jurisijruilence,  and  his  fondness  lor 
it,  were  \  ery  remai  kable.   'Po  him  its  comparati\'e  fi'eedom 

from  technicalities,  its  regu- 
lated  discretion,  and  its  etUjrts 
1  to  accomjilish  exact  justice 
,  and  effectual  relief,  possessed 
a  charm  and  had  a  \alue  far 
beyond  that  of  the  more  arti- 
ficial common  law  whose  in- 
completeness it  supplies  and 
whose  rigidity  it  ameliorates. 

iSeyond  his  profession,  he 
read  and  speculated  more 
\'ariously  and  more  indei)en- 
dently  than  most  men.  Ele- 
gant general  literature,  music, 
of  which  in  its  science  and 
practise  he  was  a  Io\'er  and 
master,  politics,  theolog)',  in 
its  lelations  to  the  religion 
re\'e;decl  in  the  Pible,  and  to 
that  jjliilosoidi)'  which  seeks 
to  conciliate  faith  with  reason, 
these  weie  his  recreations. 
To  sacied  music  and  [joelr)' 
he  de\()te(l  himself  w  ith  ter- 
\'or.  He  lo\etl,  especially, 
those  standard  h)'nnis  and 
tunes  in  which  the  congrega- 
tion united  in  pulilic  worship. 
W  hile  in  college  he  was  organist  of  the  chapel  choir. 
During  most  of  Ids  maturer  years  he  conducted  the 
music  of  the  religious  societ)'  with  which  he  worshipped. 
In  his  religious  belief,  while  he  did  not  receive,  as  a  whole, 
the  creed  of  ;uiy  sect,  he  was  sincere,  earnest,  and  catholic, 
lie  made  the  Bible  ins  constant  stud}'.  He  read  and 
explained  it  in  his  house,  and  his  heart  embraced,  as  his 
reason  had  acknowleilged,  its  truths. 

In  his  personal  and  moral  character  he  was  modest, 
pure,  and  incorrupt.  He  slandered  and  he  llattered  no 
man.  He  felt  and  inspired  a  warm  lo\'e  and  a  deep 
respect.  X  long,  disheartening  disease  and  a  probable 
prematiu'e  termination  of  a  happy  future  on  earth,  while 
they  made  him  thoughtfLil  and  silent,  did  not  m.ike  him 
unjust,  or  morose,  or  gloomy.  "  Many  ha\  e  died  more 
famous,  some  few  more  knowing, —  none  more  innocent." 


Ol'  T]IK  ANCIKN'l'   TOWiX  OK  RKDDINd. 
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s|)oal<  (if  in  Cdiiiiection  with  yniiis,  and  llial  is  tlic-  two  lunulrud  and 
lifticlh  annn  cr.saiy  of  an  ev  ent  whiJi  was  of  great  importance,  and 
which  lias  alw.ivs  lieen  of  great  importance  to 
legishili\e  matters  in  this  comnionw  fah  li.  In  the 
ye.ir  Hi.p),  the  legi>l.ition  (jf  llie  colony  was  con- 
ducted by  a  (ieneial  (  ourt.  It  consisted  <Lt  that 
time  of  the  go\enior  and  the  de|)uly  governor 
and  certain  assistants  who  \\ere  electetl  at  large 
liy  the  people,  and  also  of  tieputies  and  re- 
|)resentati\ es  who  were  elecletl  liy  the  town  ex- 
isting at  that  time.  These,  u])  to  the  date  I'l)-!- 
met  together  in  ime  assend)ly  and  trans, icted  wli.it- 
e\er  liusiness  ciiiie  before  them  ,cs  one  .isseiiilily 
and  om:  liodv  ;  lint  there  arising  in  the  earlv  part  of 
th.it  ve.ir  a  little  dillicidty  (uer  a  \ery  sm.dl  111. liter 
it  w  .cs  thought  liesi,  .ifter  a  gie.it  de.d  of  .igiiation. 
th.it  the  two  bodies  sepal. ite,  antl  theielore  an  (jrdel 
w.ispas-~ed  and  the  separation  took  pl.u  e.  At  that 
time  the  lioilies  whiih  sep.ir.iled  were  not  known  .is 
the  .Senate  and  I  louse  of  l\epreseiitali\ es,  but  the 
assist. lilts  .sat  in  oneln.mch  .indthe  deputies  sat  in 
another,  and  fr<nii  that  time  to  this,  in  the  legislation 
of  the  coiiimonwe.iltli,  there  has  been  t his  charac- 
teristic alw  .i\s  pi  e\  ailing  ;  two  br.inclies  of  legisla- 
tion, one  .1  check  upon  the  other,  .iiul  the  year 
iSi;(  is  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  tli.it  e\cnt  which,  with  refeieiice  to  legislation,  is  a  \  ery  important 
and  .signilicant  matter.     That  legishilure  in  1644  did  one  jiiece  of 


commend.ible  work. 


by  your  piiigr.im  lliat  llial  was  the  d.ile 


of  tile  anniversary  of  yoin  incoipor.ilion.  i  h.id  I  he  c  111  iosity  I  his  after- 


Till  eldest  nali\e  born  person  in  kcading  at  the  time  of  the  cele- 
bration was  Mrs.  .M.iliiia  (l!meisoii)  Stiikiiey.  .She  was  born  in 
Re.iding,  March  4,  lS02,  being  the  d.iughter  of  h'.bene/.er  llmerson. 
l!oth  her  paternal  and  m.iternal  gi .null .it hers  bore  arms  for  their 
country  in  the  UeMilntion.  .Mrs.  Stickney  remembers  distinctly  of 
ha\ingher  ( 1  r.iiidmot  her  faiierson  tell  the  story  of  how  "they"  came 
ill  the  night  with  "musii.k  "  and  c.llled  her  husband  away  to  light 
in  the  colonial  armv.  Iler  gi.iiidfather,  I'liom.is  .Symonds,  a  native 
of  Reading,  was  |ilowine  in  the  field  when  he  lieard  the  tiring  at 
l,e.\ingtoii,  and  he  left  his  plow  in  the  furrow  aiul  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  conliicl.  She  m.irried  .\s.i  Stickney,  .\ov.  2(j,  1S26,  and 
moved  to  Kindge,  X-  II.,  where  she  h. is  since  residetl.  Mr.  .Stickney 
died  Man  h  j  1 ,  1  .SSij,  aged  eigh  I  v  eigh  t  veais  and  eleven  months.    .M  rs. 


MRS.  MALINA  (ElVlERSON)  STICKNEY. 
.Stickney  has  one  son,  Charles  Stickney,  and  four  daughters,  Mrs. 
S.  \.  Kimball,  Mrs.  j.  .\.  Kimball,  Mrs,  M.  Hale,  all  of  Rindge, 
and  .Mrs.  Moses  r..incioft,  of  Keailing.  .Mis.  Stickney  was  one  of  the 
tow  n's  honored  guests  at  the  celebration,  ami  atteiuled  and  greatly 
enjo)ed  llie  banquet  in  the  evening. 


RESIDEInICE  of  a.  InIEWELL  HOWES, 
■V-  ■  '  Arlington  Street,  Kt-.idiivj;. 

noon  to  look  back  in  the  records  to  find  what  e.xpiessioii  w.is  gi\  en  ,it 
that  time  of  the  will  of  the  legisl.iture  in  setting  oil  this  p.irt  of 
the  country  into  a  muniLip.ilitv  by  itself,  and  1  am  delighted  to-night 
to  call  .itteiltiim  to  th.il  piece  of  legisl.it ion,  .mil  to  i  onimeiid 
it  not  only  to  those  ])iesent  who  are  niembeis  of  the  legisl.it  11  le,  but 
to  the  legislature  itself,  as  a  model  of  terseness,  of  bre\it\'  and 
suflicieiicv,  and,  if  you  will  p.irdon  me,  I  will  call  it  to  your  .itteiitioii 
by  reading  it.  "It  is  orileicil  that  Lynn  X'illage,  at  the  re(|uest  of 
the  iilh.ibitants  thereof,  sli.ill  be  c.illed  ReLiding."  Th.it  is  .ill  there 
was  to  it,  and  that  is  .ill  th.it  w.is  necess.ii).  It  indie. ited.  in  my 
opinion,  what  the  will  of  the  legisl.iture  w  .is,  it  desc  ribed  the  terri- 
tory aiul  accomplished  the  act  wliiili  is  memori/ed  and  commem- 
or.ited  here  to-night. 

1  congr.itulate  you  upon  this  occasion,  and  i  .1111  glai.1  to  be  here 
and  celebrate  it  with  vou. 

The  President  then  reiii.ii kcd  thai  ;i  iiiiinbcr  of  rei^rets 
from  tUstinLjtii.shed  men,  lo  whom  oflki.il  in\'itations  were 
sent,  had  been  recei\'ed,  and  that  before  the  cjuartette 
gave  their  selection  he  would  read  the  following  letter 
of  Senator  Hoar. 


Umtkk  Si  \ri-;s  Si;.n ai  i:,  \V.\siiin>;tox,  I).  C. 

M.iv  10,  i.S()4. 

.l/l'  /),iir  .S/I-:  I  regret  ill, it  1  c.iiinot  atleiid  the  celebr.ition  of 
the  two  hundred  and  lifticlh  aiiiii\ ers.iiv  of  Re.iding.  1  e.\pect  to 
be  less  agreeably  occujiied  that  day.  |lle  h.id  his  mind  cm  the  ban- 
ipiel.|  llia\e  a  deep  interest  in  the  liistory  of  onrold  M  as-.u  h  u.,et  ts 
towns.  It  is  .1  noble  stimul.int  and  healthful  siory.  It  i  .innot  be 
tokl  too  often. 

'I'hese  little  nuinicipalities  are  the  iiuie  .iiid  unfailing  wells  from 
which  have  come  in  the  past,  from  which  now  come,  and  from  whii  li 
hereafter  will  come,  the  abundant  stre.ims  of  liberty,  p.Uriotisni, 
national  greatness,  and  |)ower. 

The  men  of  Reading  obe)'etl  the  first  signal  in  the  e.iily  morning 
on  the  lyth  of  April,  1775.  They  contributed  their  full  share  to  the 
glory  and  \ictoryof  the  country  for  the  L'nioninoui  time.  i'liey 
will,  I  am  .sure,  be  ready  here.ifler  when  their  country  calls  them  on 
like  occasions. 

1  am,  w  it  h  high  regard. 


I'.iilhfiiUv  \> 


( ;  1.1  ii;i  ;t:  h'.  I  lu.s  1;. 
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■I'VVO  HUNDRED  AND  Kl  I'l'l  l-VFI  1  A NN I  V  l':i<SA  R  \' 


CHARLES  F.  BROWN,  wliose  portrait  appears  on 
this  page,  and  \vi\o  is  now  State  Senator  represent- 
ing the  Sixth  Middlesex  District,  has  lived  in  Reading 
since  1874.  He  was  born  in  Hampden,  Me.  (the  home 
of  the  kite  Vice-President  Hamlin),  in  1S48.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
Hampden  Academy,  an  institution  which  in  those  days 
held  a  deservedly  high  rank  among  the  New  England 
academies,  that  have  now  largely  given  way  to  the  high 
and  normal  schools.  Mr.  lirown  went  to  Washington  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  and  took  a  position  with  a  firm  of  pat- 
ent solicitors  there,  remaining  two  years,  when  he  removed 
to  Boston  to  enter  the  office  of  our  townsman.  Col.  Carroll 
D.  Wright,  who  was  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
patent  law.  Mr.  Brown  was  early  attracted  to  Reading  as 
the  home  of  Colonel  Wright,  and  boarded  here  with  the 
family  of  Mr.  Charles  E. 
I'inkham  for  a  year  or  more, 
leaving  in  the  summer  of 
1870,  when  he  returned  to 
Washington.  He  there  en- 
tered the  office  of  a  leading 
firm  of  patent  lawyers,  where 
Ire  remained  until  the  autumn 
of  1874.  At  this  time,  Col- 
onel Wright,  who  had  been 
appointed  chief  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts ISureau  of  Statis- 
tics of  Labor,  found  the  duties 
of  his  office  so  engrossing 
that  he  induced  Mr.  Brown  to 
return  to  lk)Ston  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  charge  of  his 
patent  business.  A  partner- 
ship under  the  name  and 
style  of  Carroll  D.  Wright  &: 
Brown  was  formed  shortly 
afterward,  between  Colonel 
Wright  and  Mr.  Brown,  which 
continued  until  1878,  when 
Colonel  Wright  retired  from 
the  business  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  statistical  and 
literary  work,  Mr.  Brown  con- 
tinuing the  business,  for  a  time,  under  the  name  of  Wright 
&  ih-own,  and  later  taking  into  partnership  Mr.  A.  W. 
Crossley,  with  whom  he  was  associated  several  years,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Wright,  I5rown  &  Crossley.  Mr.  Crossley 
retired  in  May,  1894,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  William 
(^uinby,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  the  firm  name  then  becom- 
ing Wright,  Brown  &:  Quinby.  Mr.  Brown  was  married  in 
September,  1874,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Harrison,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.  Upon  his  return  to  Boston  he  located  in 
Reading,  where  he  has  continued  to  live  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  three  children,  Arthur  H., 
(iertrude  C,  and  Sydney  E.,  whose  respective  ages  are  six- 
teen, thirteen,  -and  six.  'The  public  and  other  offices  held 
by  Mr.  Brown  during  his  residence  in  Reading  have  been 
as  follows  :  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee 
from  1878  to  1882.   He  represented  the  towns  of  Reading, 


HON.  CHARLES  F.  BROWN 


North  Reading,  and  Wilmington  in  the  legislature  of  1S81. 
He  was  elected  a  director  in  the  I-'irst  National  Bank  on 
its  organization,  and  still  IkjUIs  that  ollice.  He  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Heliotype  Printing  Company  and  in  the  1''. 
H.  Gilson  Company,  music  printers.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  Senator  for  the  Sixth  Middlesex  I  )istrict,  and  w  as 
reelected  in  1894.  Mr.  Brown's  legislative  work  has  been 
of  quite  varied  character.  In  the  House  of  1881  he  was  a 
member  of  the  conunittee  on  mercantile  alfairs,  and 
served  as  clerk  of  tiiat  committee.  In  the  Senate  of  1893 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  towns,  and  was  a 
mend)er  of  the  committee  on  taxation.  ]  le  was  appointed 
chairman  of  a  s|)ecial  committee,  \vhose  appointment  was 
ordered  by  the  legislature  of  1893  to  revise,  consolidate, 
and  arrange  the  taxation  laws  of  the  connnonwealth,  and 
to  suggest  alterations  and  .imemlments.    This  committee 

held  about  fift)' sessions  dur- 
ing the  autmnn  of  1893,  in 
]joston,  Greenfield,  North 
Adams,  Pittsfield,  Spring- 
field, Worcester,  New  l!ed- 
ford,  Provincetown,  Haver- 
hill, Lowell,  and  Lawrence, 
and  hearil  a  large  number 
of  important  suggestions  and 
recommendations  from  peo- 
ple representing  the  jjrincipal 
interests  of  the  cmiinion- 
wealth.  The  result  of  the 
hearings  and  deliljerations  of 
this  committee  was  a  report 
of  some  four  himdred  pages, 
presented  to  the  legislature 
of  1894.  In  the  present  leg- 
islature (1S94),  Mr.  Brown 
is  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  election  laws,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  committees 
on  towns,  public  ser\'ice, 
and  federal  relations.  Many 
important  matters  have  been 
referred  this  year  to  the 
committee  on  election 
laws,  and  that  committee 
has  reported  several  bills  making  needed  changes  in 
methods  of  registration,  and  otherwise  improving  our 
election  laws.  One  of  the  more  important  of  these 
bills  provides  for  the  use  of  the  Australian  ballot  in 
caucuses.  This  was  report'id  to  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Brown,  and  provides  for  the  dignified  and  orderly  con- 
duct of  caucuses,  preventing  all  possibility  of  dissension 
and  confusion.  It  may  be  here  noted  that  Mi.  Isrown's 
majority  at  his  reelection  to  the  Senate  was  about 
seven  hundred  greater  than  at  his  first  election,  his 
last  majority  being  the  largest  received  by  any  member 
of  the  present  Senate. 

Mr.  I^rown's  firm  is  employed  by  the  American  Wal- 
tham  Watch  Company,  the  Boston  Rubber  Shoe  Com- 
pany, and  other  large  corporations,  to  attend  to  their 
patent  matters. 
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After  sin^in<;  by  tlic  quartette  the  President  intro- 
duced        lovernor  Boutweli  in  the  foUowing  words:  — 

1  iuii  ulilinud  1(1  .nincninnj  lli.U  iiivei  iK-ir  Kii  cj  is  mil  picsuiit 

with  lull  it  gives  me  \ery  gruiil  plLMsuie  to  .uinuiiiice  that  we 
e  witli  lis  a  gentleniau  w  hn  can  answ  er  fur  that  toast,  "  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  I'ast,"  lietause  lie  has  been  ,i  part,  and  a  very  i)ii)ini- 
nent  part,  of  the  jiast  as  well  as  the  present  of  Massachnsetls.  lie 
occupietl  hist  positions  in  our  Slate  legislature,  w  as  also  Oovernorof 
our  State,  was  also  a  ineiiiber  of  the  House  of  Kepreseiitalives,  and 
I  can  see  now  his  portrait  on  a  certain  shop  iloor,  as  one  of  the 
inenibers  in  the  impeachment  trial  of  Andrew  Jackson,  lie  was 
also  a  senator  of  the  I'nitecl  Stales  from  Massachusetts.  He  was 
also  a  niemberof  the  cabinet,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  gi\es 
me  \ery  great  ])leasure  lo  introduce  to  you  J'l.\-(u;v.  (ieorge  S. 
lioutwell. 

Speecil  of  Hon.  George  S.  Boutweli  :  — 

,)//•.  / Vim/i/iV//,  l.ailiis  itiid  iii  iitUiiiiii :  I  hoiie  that  you  have  had 
too  much  experience  lo  be  decei\  ed  by  words.  I  will  remind  you 
that  one  of  the  features  of  what  is  calletl  eloquence,  and  one  of  the 
lieculiarilies  of  jjoelry,  and  one  of  the  (.listniguishing  and  tlistincli\  e 


nothing  was  warm,  1  im.igine,  unless  it  was  the  codlish  ih.il  hung 
near  the  ceiling.  We  sat  with  our  overcoats  on  and  with  our  ii.its 
on. 

The  I  louse  was  eiililled  lo  -  -e\ery  town  was  represented  —  to 
something  like  four  hundieil  members,  and  si.\ly  was  a  (pioruin  for 
ilbing  business.  'I  heieforc,  whoever  chose  lo  be  absent  lui  |)ii\ale 
business  could  be  so  without  any  redudion  of  liis  pay,  unless  his 
conscience  was  sensitive.  Tlie  |)ay  was  at  the  enormous  rate  of 
two  dollars  a  day. 

■Ml  that  is  changei-l.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  consider  how,  or 
w  hether  for  the  belter  or  nut,  but  I  think,  on  ihe  w  hole,  for  ihe  be  Her. 
Massachusetts  to-day  is  something  of  a  Slate  in  ex  erylhing  e\i  epl 
the  e.\tent  of  its  territory.  I  believe  it  has, —  I  am  a  little  timid 
about  saying  anything  on  ihe  siile  of  statistics  in  the  presence  of  my 
friend,  ( 'olonel  Wright,  -but  it  has  .m  area  of  about  eight  thou- 
sand sipiare  miles.  (  )f  this  area,  four  thousand  srpiare  miles  are 
forest,  so  that  we  ha\e  about  four  thousand  s(piare  miles  of  open 
country.  In  1.SS5,  there  were  about  twenty-three  thousand  manu- 
facturing and  mechanical  esUdilishmeiiN  in  the  Stale  that  Colonel 
A\' right  thought  worthy  of  particul.ir  notice.  'I'hat  gives  si.\  to  a 
square  mile  of  open  country. 

I    lliink    I   ha\e   said  enough  about  the  State.     I  su[)pose,  Mr. 


RESIDENCE  OF  EVERETT  M.  NELSON, 

Middlesex  .\vcniie,  Kcacllng. 


qualities  of  methods  of  introduction  by  presidents  of  assemblies  to 
public  audiences,  is  the  pecidiarily  of  exaggeration. 

Vou  might  imagine  from  what  has  been  said,  that  I  have  lived  a 
long  time  in  Massachusetts.  I  am  not  to  deny  what  has  been 
asserted.  -\  great  many  things  have  been  saiil  about  me,  some  of 
which  [  knew  to  be  true,  and  s<ime  of  them  disagreeable,  because 
they  were  true.  Many  of  them  I  knew  to  be  false,  and  not  so  dis- 
agreeable because  I  knew  they  were  false.  I  have  never  contra- 
dicted anything;  therefore  whatever  the  chairman  has  said  may 
pass  for  whatex'er  you  may  think  it  is  worth. 

I  have  known  semielhiug  of  Massachusetts  for  many  years.  I 
remember  it  when  the  city  of  lioston  had  forty-live  thousand  in- 
habitants by  the  census.  Massachusetts  was  then  a  small  State  in 
population,  and  in  its  resources  it  was  very  meager.  The  State  House, 
in  which  the  president  of  the  .Senate  now  sits  in  opulence  such  as 
(,)ueen  Elizabeth  did  not  enjoy,  was  a  very  plain  establishment.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  1.S42,  we  sat  on  long  benches,  si.x 
or  eight  or  ten  persons  on  a  bench,  passing  by  each  other  as  we 
went,  in  and  out  as  boys  in  the  old  red  schoolhouses  did  in  the  same 
])eriod  lit  ihe  life  of  the  State.  In  the  winter  there  were  four  lires 
of  good  walnut  wood,  one  in  each  corner  of  the  great  hall,  and 


Chairman,  that  I  was  imiled  here  because  my  ancestors  li\ed  here. 
I  tlon'l  know  as  ih.il  is  anv  reason  for  my  coming,  that  the)'  ha\e 
gone,  but  the  lirst  of  my  ancestors,  James  lloutwell,  is  reported 
u|joii  Ihe  books  to  ha\e  been  ;i  freeman  at  Lynn,  in  the  year  i(i5.S. 
When  he  came  to  the  country,  or  how  he  came,  or  why  lie  came, 
none  of  us  know.  He  lived,  I  sup])ose,  in  what  was  then  called 
"Lynn  Wootl  haul,"  which  may  be  tliis  part  of  the  old  town  of 
I.ynn.  ,\t  any  rate,  the  second,  and  third,  and  fourth,  and  hfth 
generations  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  li\ed  in  Reading. 
My  grandfather,  Jonathan  lioutwell,  was  born  here  and  moved  to 
^Vilmington,  where  niy  father  was  born.  ()n  the  side  of  my  chiUlreii 
through  their  mother,  they  trace  to  John  I'oole,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  the  town.  All  these  things  \ery  likely  letl  to  the  invita- 
tion given  me. 

1  am  not  enough  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Reatling  from 
|)ersonal  obser\alion  or  from  reading  to  say  anything  special  a^  to 
its  history.  We  all  know  thai  it  is  (jf  good  repute,  and  the  only 
thing  I  jia\e  heard  prejutlicial  was  said  by  the  chairman,  who  asserted 
that  its  credit  in  the  markets  of  the  world  was  as  good  as  that  of 
any  city  or  c<in>oialion  in  the  uiunliy.  It  is  a  good  dc.d  bcllei  iiol 
to  know  an)lhing  about  that  from  experience. 


I,      II  ■          I..,,        li  I. 
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'I'WO  IllINM)RI':i)  AND  FII'TIF/I'll  A  N  N  I  V  KRSA  R \' 


Murh  l)L'cn  .said  aiul  w  rilli  n,  aiul  lin>  iniu  h  Laniint  bu  said 
nnr  written  in  praise  nf  imiiiii.ipal  Lrmii(--iils.  'I'liuy  arc  little  eit.i- 
dcls  fcir  the  ])iMtLi  tidii  lit  liimiaii  rii^hls.  'I'hcy  lia\  c  ever  been  sci. 
'I'liey  unaided  the  leinii.iiits  ol  liberty  through  the  dark  a,i;es  cil 
I'airiipe.iii   hist(ii\,  and  they   iKiw    render  scnnewhat    enduialile  the 


s,  (  1  Mil i"( )K.'d  the  1) 
I  am  nut  al  the  euides 
I  the  iiid ilie-  ser\  it  e,  it 


iiess  of  the  Stale  in  all  de- 
nial, lint  if  I  lia\e  had  an\ 
>   i  leen   due    ti  i  the    .  in  uiii- 


OLD  PARKER  TAVERN, 
Wasliingtou  Street,  Reading, 
jide.sl  liuuseb  in  town.    Buik  by  Kphri.ini  Parker,  prol).ibly  .ibout  1749.  \V,rs 
used  as  a  tavern  before  and  during  tlie  Revolution.     While  tlie  Ilritisli  were  quartered  in 
Boston,  it  is  said  lhat  several  Uritisb  officers,  with  tlieir  families,  boarded  tliere  ;  also  that, 
l.Uer,  prisoners  front  llurgoyiie's  arniy  were  ijiiartered  there. 


One  of  till 


he.ld   of  ro 
])artinents. 
proninieiu  e 

statue    that   lor  eleven    veais,    by    tin;   s.iine   eoti.st  it  neiu  y,    1  was 

nominated  for  the  lej^isla  t  n  re.    1  was  defeated  four  times,       foi  there 

\\ere  some  peo|ile  that  did  not  think  me  lit  for  tin;  plai  i.-, 

bill  I  w  as  elei  led  se\ en  1  imes  and  sal  1  li  roiiuli  nine  sessions. 

In  that  way  I  i;ained  some  knowledj^e  ol  piiblii.  allaiis. 

,;'vi^  I'luler  the  distriel  system,  where  1  h  1  ee  o  r  f  on  r  t  o  w  n--  ate 

fe*'  combined,  luirdlv  anvlhiiiL;  appeals  to  be  ihoii^hl  of  e.yeepl 

T^^-    '■  - .      '       '  ' 

that    tile  oltiee  of  represeii I  a  1 1  \  e  shall   be  p.issetl  ai  oiind 

from  one  town   to  .inolher.  .\  member  sits  a  _\eai".     If  he 

L;aiii  somethiim  in  the  way  of  experieine,  it  is  of  no  \.dnc 

lo  his  district,    as  he  goes  not   ai;ain   to  tlie  lej^islal  11 1  e. 

ills  knowledge  he  caiinot   transfer  lo   anothei.      I  hope 

tli.it  Londitioii  of  tilings  in,i\  be  remedied,  lor  I  see  wh.it 

the  lendeiuN  of  tlie  times  is. 

Massachusetts  h.is  ihirtv  cities.     I    belie\e   the  si.uis- 

tician  says  licit  of  the  po|.iiilal  ion  of  this  ioiinlr\',  tweiil\- 

nine  percent,  and  a  fr.ulion  o\er  .ire  li\inL;  in  1  ities,  I 

am   not   of   those  who  believe  licit  the  polii  \  of  cities  is 

neiessaiilv  .iiUerse  to  the   pnblii    interest,  but  the  towns 

shcndd  use   the  remii.int   of  power  wliith  leiii.iiiis  in  >in  h 

a  w.iy  .is  to  secure  to  them  ,1  \oiie  whiili  cm  be  lie.ird  in 

f.i\dr  of  their  i)articid.ir  \iews  ol  the  public  welf.ue. 

Ml".    President  and   oeiillemen,  this  is  a  lon!;er  speei  h 

than  I  ou[;ht  to  ha\e  m.ide,  .ind  I  .im  o|iliL;rd  to  _\on  for 

the  continiiei.1  attention  willi  which  I  h.uebeen  honored. 

'rhanking  \iiii  for  the  oppoitimitv  of  beiiiu  here  .mil 

seeing  the  people  who  would  li.i\  e  been  m\  fellow -i  ili/eiis 

if  niy  ancestors  h.nl  Lonliiiiied  to  li\e  in    Ue.uling,  1  bid 

\'i>u  f.irewell. 


'I'he  I'resident 


goxernnieiits  of  Russia  .nul  Tnrkey.  In  .Massaclmsetts  tlicy  ha\'e 
l)eeii  the  homes,  not  rd  free-  opinion  merely  ;ind  of  free  e.xpression  of 
opinion,  Init  they  have  been  edncational  iiistitnlions  in  which,  and  by 
which,  and  lliiou^h  the  intlneiice  of  which,  young  men  ha\e  been 
ednc.iled  to  ihe  practical  all.iirs  of  public  life.  Wdien  I  see  wh.it 
errors  as  to  public  all.iirs  .ire  engendered  in  our  colleges,  I  some- 
times think  that  they  .ire  f.ir  less  ellicieiit  .igeiits  for  the  right  rliiec- 
lion  of  the  yonthfid  mind  tli.tii  the  niiinicip.il  instil  11 1  ions  our  fathers 
founded  in  this  old  c oinmon w  e.illh. 

i  h.id  soinelhing  lo  do  with  the  .illaiis  of  the  .SLile  when  the  gre.it 
ch.mge    w.is    made    from    town    to  district 
re|)reseiit.ition.     It  was  a  change  which  i  par- 
tially resisted,  because  I  tliotight  the  change 
\vas  fraught  with  e\ il,  .iiul  to  which  1  partially  ■  , 

assented  liecaiise  1  s.iw  that  the  time  had 
come  when  under  our  system  it  w.is  impossible 
to  nuiilitain  town  repieseiitalion  iipoii  .1  b.isis 
of  eipiality  with  reference  to  numbers  th.it 
would  be  s.itisfactoi  V  to  the  people  of  the 
St. lie.  and  loiisisteiil  with  the  iile.is  which  were 
tlieii  taking  possession  of  the  public  miiul.  I 
foresaw,  at  least  I  thought  1  fores.iw,  that 
when  these  little  municipalities  fell  below  the 
hori/on,  they  fell  to  rise  nevermore.  That 
system  has  p.issed  aw.iy.  I'robably  il  can 
never  return,  and  I  speak  to-niglit  of  what  [ 
think  is  an  e\il  under  the  district  system, 
especi.illy  when  two  cn"  three  or  four  towns 
are  combinetl  in  one  tlistrict. 

L'nder  town  representation,  the  people  in 
c.uiciis,  —  A  nnich-alnised  institution  in  times 
|)ast,  but  now  legislated  into  an  org.ini/.etl 
])owerin  government,  —  in  caucus  the  people 

assembled,  and  in  their  original  power  as  a  constituency  nominated 
a  man  for  the  legishilure  because  they  believed  him  to  be  capable 
of  lining  something  for  them.  'rhe\'  often  continued  him  in  servite 
for  in. my  years,  for  live,  ten,  fifteen.  .Some  members  sat  twenty  years 
in  the  ibnise  of  Representatix  es,  acipiired  e.xijeiieiice,  came  lo  Ihe 


1  never  knew  before  tli.il  stating  f.icts  w.is  an  e.x.igger.ition,  but 
it  seems  1  ilidn't  half  tell.  1  w.is  .i  little  .ifr.iid.  (  )ur  worth}'  friend 
tilled  one  very  important  otiice  in  this  State  tluit  w.is  not  iiieiilioned, 
secretary  i>f  tlie  bo.ird  of  ednc.ilion.  I  omitted  lo  mention  the 
most  distinclixe  thing,  anil  th.it  w.is,  th.it  lie  deseeiided  from  one 
of  the  e.irly  settlers  of  Reading.  I  will  now  le.id  this  letter  tioni 
1  Ion.  1  leiiry  Cabot  Lodge  :  — 

UNiri'.K  Si\iis  SiN\ii.,  W \si  1 1  M,  n  i\,  I).  (.". 

.M,i\  10, 

.'ifv  /Kill  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  k  ind  iinil.ition  to  be  present 


■11  ^^^'^^ 


THE  OLD  IvIURRAY  HOUSE, 
Oak  Street,  Reading.    (Huilt  by  Joshua  Ealon  about  1756.) 

at  the  tw  o  hundred  and  liftietli  .mniv  ersaiy  of  the  incoi  por.ition  of 
the  town  of  Reading,  and  regret  extreinelv  that  the  st.ite  of  ])nblic 
business  is  such,  with  the  t.iiilf  now  piiiding  befoie  the  Senate, 
that  it  will  be  i|iiilc  impossible  for  nie  to  le,i\e  W .ish ington  at  the 
time  named. 


l/lllt  'I 


Ol'  Till':  ANCIKNT  TOWN  OV  RK\)\)\Ni'. 


^\'ith  rciicwuil  ill. inks  fur  your  Kiiul  iiuil.iliuii  aiul  willi  rual  she  .il\\,i}s  lia-.,  as  a  nioilcl  New  Mnj^laiul  Icjw  ii,  i  hkj  "f  tin  lull* 
rugrut  lliat  1  caiiiiut  cuiiic,  bt'lic\c  nic,  warks  ut  nut  iialioii  and  State,  aiul  unc  wliicli  all  her  scnis  will  \iu 

\'ciy  IriiU  Nonrs,  ])riuKl  ut  to  lliuir  Using  <.l,iy. 

11.  C.  I,iiih;i:. 

'I"he  follow  in<;'  Icttei'  was  here  rcicl  by  the  President  :  — 

'The  I'lesident  then  continued  :  — 


1 ,1  I  I  I  i;  Mr   1  ln\.  W  II  i,i  \  M   i:\i.Ki  I  I . 


ll  is  with  a  sort  of  grim  satisf.ntion  that  1  iiiaku  this  next  aii- 
iioiiiu  cniL'iil.  (  )ur  dear  old 
Iricnd  and  Icllow -l  ili/en, 
■Senator  liiown,  wished  to 
lie  eXLiised,  but  1  knew  you 
never  wmild  forgise  the 
])resi(_lenl  of  the  evening  if 
he  should  lia\e  |)erniitled 
sueh  an  aet,  and  I  therefore 
call  upon  .Senator  llmwii  to 
give  an  aecunnl  ol  himself  to 
his  eoiistitueilts.  ((ireal 
applause.) 

Speech  of  Hon. 
Charles    1'".    ISrown:  — 

J/r.  /'r,  j/i/i  /// :  1  am  \  ery 
reluelanl  to  st.iiul  here  and 
inrtiet  silence  on  the  people 
in   the  fiuther   end   of  ihe 
room.  1    do  not   feel  equal 
after  the  e\  ents  of  the  day, 
to    throw    m\    Miiie  out 
enough   to   inspire    and  in- 
terest all   who   m.iy   he  in 
range  of  my  \ision.     1  hax  e 
been  so  busily  eng.iged  tim- 
ing the  greater  p. ill  ol   Ihe  exeiiing  in  keeping  the  leatler  of  the 
'i'emper:inee    lirigade   from   absorbing    too   much   fnj/eii  pudding 
(laughter),  as   not    to  be  able   to   toneeiitrate  my  thoughts  on  the 
subjecl,  and  I   ha\  e  feared  se\  ei.il  times  th.it   he  was  taking  too 


1  Inrsr; 


■  I'U  KSI-.N  lA  I  l\  I'S. 


RESIDENCE  OF  FRANK  LEWIS, 
Wobiirn  Street,  corner  .Summer  .\\eiiiie,  l\e.T(Iing. 


W  \sll  I  \  ( ;  I '  i\, 

.M.iy  20,  iS.>|. 
.  l/r  /  h'di'  :  1  I  leg  vol! 
will  ti.insinil  to  the  imn- 
iiiittee  of  arr.ingemeiils  of 
the  Keailing  Lelebiatioii  mv 
gr.itef  ul  a  I  k  now  ledgnun  ts 
for  iheir  in\  itation  to  .ittend 
the  exeuises  ,il  the  two 
liunilrecl  and  lillietli  .iiini\- 
ersary  of  your  aneieiit  town. 
It  is  with  great  legret  th.il 
1  am  obliged  to  reply  th.it 
tile  |)res.-.ui"e  of  publii  bii-,i- 
ness  in  the  1  louse  of  Kep- 
resenlati\'es  tloes  nol  permit 
liie  to  absent  mv^elf  al  th.it 
period. 

I  am  \erv  proud  of  m\ 
deseeiit  from  the  I'.atons, 
K  eiulalls,  ,iiul  lioiitwells  of 
Ke.Kling's  earlier  d.i\,  .md 
wish  the  cdd  town  renewed 
prosperity  lor  .i  n  o  t  li  e  r 
qu.irter  of  a  millennium. 

\'erv  respeelfully  yours, 
\\  1 1  I  I  \  M  l:\  i  k  r  I  I . 


The  President  continued  ;  — 


,1  "noble  stimnlant 


min.h    of  wh.it  Senator  llo.ir  .diuded  In  a^ 
(laughter),  but  I  think  he  is  .ill  right  now. 

Mr.  I'lesident,  I  feel 
very  ])rund  of  Re.idiug 
after  the  ine  lenient  we. it  her  '  ' 
we  have  eniuyed  lo-d.iv  ; 
I  feel  Very  proiul  of  the 
sjiirit  of  philosophy  that 
lias  manifested  itself  and 
shown  out  on  all  sides. 
While  ills  I'lxeelleiuy,  the 
(iovernor,  did  rem. irk  that 
if  he  hail  been  a  (irofanc 
ni.m  he  should  li  ,i  \  e 
vented  his  feelings,  .md,  .is 
it  was,  he  thought  he 
would  leave  it  to  the  ad- 
jutant-general, I  (.lo  not 
believe  the  ])eo|)le  of 
Reading  had  any  p.irtieu- 
lar  desire  to  indulge  in 
prof.mity.  They  made  the 
most  of  everything,  ami 
have  had  a  fairly  good 
time  in  spite  of  all  the 
adverse  circumstances  w  ith 
w  liich  the)'  ha\  e  had  to  con- 
tend. Xow,  Mr.  Tresident,  I  feel  th.it  it  is  nol  seemly  for  me  lo 
occupy  any  more  time  to-night. 

'l"he  history  of  Reading  I  can  add  nothing  to.  'I'he  town  has 
always  treatecl  me  with  great  consideration,  ami  1  feel  the  greatest 
respect  and  regard  for  her  and  her  past  ;  and  1  feel,  also,  that  in  ihe 
future  we  can  all  depend  upon  Reading  to  do  what  is  light,  to 
honor  aiul  obey  our  laws,  aiul  in  every  way  to  coiulucl  herself  as 


RESIDENCE  OF  EDWARD  S.  BAILEY, 
corner  .Miiler.il  Street,  Re.idiiii^. 


There  is  another  gentlem.m  lobe  called  upon  from  the  legiskiture, 
but  it  is  said  tiiat  tlie  l,iw>  .ire  made  ii.irtic uhiii}'  to  protect  the 
we.ik  and  the  poor;  the  lii  h  .ind  the  siriuig  cm  t.ike  cue  of  tin  in- 
selves.     .\propos  lo  this,  this  note  luis  been  li.inded  to  me.    "  Not  a 

single  arrest  made  to-d,i\  , 
nolw  ithst. Hiding  the  l.irge 
number  of  str.mgers  in 
town."  1  lie  communities 
:  .ire  not  all  like  Rculing, 

:  '        .  -  ■■  ,.  '  ■  and  so  we  must  have  our 

legislature,  and  we  deser\  e 
lhat  we  should  lia\e  rep- 
resent.itives  not  only  from 
our  new  comers,  but  from 
our  old  historic  families. 

1 1  gi\  es  me  gre.it  ple.is- 
II  re  to  int  rodiK  e  to  \  on  .i 
geiUlem.in  w  ho  is  de- 
scentled  tiom  .i  Ioiil;  line 
of  strong,  acti\e,  and  ster- 
ling ancestors,  ])erha]is  rep- 
resented in  its  highest 
degree  b\'  tile  hislori.in, 
( ieorge  lI.iiK  rofl. 

I  will  introduce  to  vou 
onr  fellow-  low  nsman, 
Judge  ISancrofl,  of  Re.id- 
ing. 


Speech  of  Solon  IJancroft,  Kscj.  :  — 

.)/;•.  Clianiiiiiii  lunl  J-i/ic^^'-titiiri/s:  1  have  a  location  so  near  the 
west  end  of  my  disliict  that  1  fear  \  shall  not  be  able  to  s])eak  so 
thai  1  sliall  be  he.ird  thrcmi;h  the  h.ill.  1  am  sorry  th.it  the  presid- 
ing ollii  er  of  the  house  the  Spe.ikei,  .Mi.  M  e\ ei ,  -  -  \\  .is  iinabK' 
lo  atleiul  and  respond  to  ihe  toast  lo  which. you  have  appended  my 


I  i 

til 


•|"\V6  iUIMIM^EI)  AND  I'l  I'  IM  KIM  [  ANNI  VKkSA  R  V 


SOLON  ]3ANCR0Fr  was  born  in  Reading,  July  22, 
1839.  He  was  a  son  of  lunory  and  Harriet  ( Ijatcli- 
elcler)  IJancroft.  His  ancestors,  Ijoth  paternal  and  mater- 
nal, were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  town,  and  in 
an  unbroken  line  their  descendants  liave  continued  to  re- 
side in  the  town  until  the  present  time.  Many  of  them 
have  held  prominent  positions.  His  father  was  a  success- 
ful farmer,  and  the  son  spent  the  summers  of  his  boyhood 
in  tilling  the  soil.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and, 
during  two  terms,  the  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  taught  sciiool  one  year.  He  then 
completed  his  preparation  for  college,  at  South  Wood- 
stock, Yt.  Previous  to  his  teaching  experience  he  had 
taken  Greek,  in  connection  with  other  studies,  during  a 
twelve  weeks'  term  at  the  Reading  high  school.  Nine- 
teen weeks  more  fitted  him  to  pass  the  required  exami- 
nation for  admission  to 
Dartmouth  College.  Dur- 
ing his  winter  vacations  he 
taught  school,  first  at  East 
Stoughton  (now  A  v  o  n), 
Mass.,  afterwards  at  South 
Lynn  field.  At  college  he 
made  the  record  of  never 
avoiding  a  single  college 
duty  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever. He  took  more  "  extra  " 
studies  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  his  class,  and  gradu- 
ated ranking  as  one  of  the 
first  half  dozen  in  scholar- 
ship. He  graduated  in  1864, 
accepted  a  position  as 
teacher  in  the  Roxbury 
Latin  School,  but  relin- 
quished it  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year,  in  order  to  com- 
mence the  study  of  law. 
Sept.  I,  1865,  he  entered  as 
a  student  the  office  of  C. 
T.  6c  T.  H.  Russell,  in 
])Oston,  and  the  following 
spring  attended  lectures  at 
the    Harvard    I, aw  School. 

Ten  months  after  he  first  opened  a  volume  of  Blackstone, 
he  applied  to  the  Superior  Court  for  admission  to  the  bar. 
After  a  rigid  examination,  conducted  by  Hon.  A.  A.  Ran- 
ney  and  Hon.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  commissioners 
specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  he  was  admitted  to 
practise  July  2  I,  1866.  He  has  since  been  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington.  He  has  adhered  closely  to  the  practise  of 
his  profession,  having  his  office  in  J!oston,  also  doing 
business  in  Reading,  where  he  resides. 

In  1879,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Reading  Savings  Jiank. 
Gen.  Benj.  F.  Butler  was  retained  as  counsel  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  trustees  and  many  depositors,  but  a  great 
deal  of  the  legal  work  was  thrown  upon  the  receivers. 
Many  questions  of  importance  were  carried  into  the  courts. 


SOLON  BANCROFT 


and  in  all  the  cases  tiiat  were  won  by  the  receivers  in  ihe 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  l)riefs  for  the  argument  were 
prepared  by  Mr.  liancroft.  <  )ne  of  these,  in  which  he 
hail  no  assistance  or  sympathy  fion;  the  eminent  senior 
counsel,  put  to  rest  claims  against  the  Ijank  equal  in 
amount  to  at  least  one  half  of  what  was  due  the  depositors 
of  the  bank. 

[n  Jul)',  1874,  he  was  appointed  by  Governin-  Tall.iot 
Special  Justiceof  the  First  District  Court  of  Eastern  Mid- 
dlesex. He  resigned  the  position  in  January,  1S94.  'l"he 
expressions  of  regret  at  this  action,  which  he  received  from 
members  of  the  bar,  together  with  the  fact  that  law)'ers 
who  had  ti  ied  cases  before  him  voluntarily  selected  him 
as  an  audittjr  to  hear  tiieir  cases  which  were  pentling  in 
other  courts,  showed  that  he  was  regarded  as  liax  ing  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  position  with  abilit)'and  fairness. 

In  1 883,  he  was  appointed 
by  (lovernor  lUitler  a  trustee 
of  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital, a  position  he  still  holds. 
In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a  stanch  republican, 
and  in  1884  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Conmiittee. 

He  has  alwa\s  taken  an 
interest  in  local  affairs.  The 
records  show  that  he  has 
served  as  moderator  of  more 
town  meetings  than  any 
other  person  since  the  in- 
corporation of  the  town.  In 
1874,  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee, 
which  position  he  retained 
four  years.  One  of  his 
ciiief  pui'poses  was  to  raise 
the  grade  of  the  high 
school  so  that  it  might  pre- 
pare ])upils  for  entrance  tO' 
college  and  other  higher  insti- 
tutions, as  was  done  at  that 
time  in  the  schools  of  otiier 
lowns. 

When  the  caucus  was  held,  in  1893,  for  electing  dele- 
gates to  the  Republican  Representative  Convention,  with- 
out any  knowledge  on  his  part  of  what  was  to  be  done,  he 
was  unanimously  noiuinated  as  the  candiilate.  His  elec- 
tion followed,  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  To  accept  this  position  he  resigned  his 
commission  as  Special  Justice.  In  the  House  he  became 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  manufactures.  He  is  on 
record  as  voting  for  municipal  suffrage  for  women,  and 
other  advanced  ideas.  He  was  reelected  for  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  and  served  on  the  committees  on  elections 
and  the  judiciary.  He  married,  Dec.  23,  1868,  Ellen  M. 
Temple,  also  a  descendant  of  the  old  Reading  families. 
They  have  two  children  ;  Edith,  the  older,  graduated  from 
Wellesley  College  in  the  class  of  1892,  and  Edward  W.  is 
now  a  monber  of  the  class  of  1896,  in  Amherst  College. 
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iiamc.  I  kiimv  he  wonkl  have  a  gixul  ile.il  (o  say,  some  of  which 
might  ha\e  Ijeeii  suggested  by  the  remarks  of  the  president  of  the 
Senate. 

I  was  struck  with  the  statement  he  made  as  to  the  original  (Hvi- 
sion  of  tile  legislature  into  two  hr.UKlie-^,  the   House  of  Ile])uties 


RESIDENCE  OF  EDGAR  N.  HUNT, 
'  ■  '  '        Summer  Avemie,  Reading. 

and  the  assistants.  It  is  really  one  of  the  most  imjjortant  acts  that 
has  ever  been  consummated  by  the  legislature  of  Mas.sachusetts, 
for  e-vperience  has  demonstrated  tliat  in  all  countries  there  should 
he  two  blanches  of  the  legislature,  in  order  that  a  representa- 
tive government  m.iy  be  cairied  cm  successfully.  I  am  glad  to 
belong  to  the  lower  branch,  for,  although  as  we  have  seen  to- 
night, from  the  s.imples  liere  e.vhibiled,  that  very  e.KCelleiit  men 
have  obtainetl  se.ils  in  the  upper  I  louse,  yet  taken 
collectivel) ,  the  lower  House  is  the  superior.  1 
say  nothing  foi  the  individual  mend)ers,  but  it  is  an 
historic  fact  that  from  the  days  of  King  Charles  the 
f  irst,  —  in  every  ccumtry,  in  every  State,  in  every 
city,  —  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature  h.is 
alw.iys  been  in  ad\.mce.  It  has  always  expressed 
the  most  advanced  phases  of  public  opinicui,  and  I 
will  add  th.U  this  winter  the  legislatuie  has  not 
been  ,in  exception  !(■  the  rule.  If  the  actimi  of 
the  House  of  i\e])resentatives  had  not  been  de- 
fe.ited  in  the  .Senate,  it  would  ha\e  come  to  pass 
tli.it  e\ eiy  woman  in  this  hall  wouUl  be  free  here 
.liter  to  c.ist  her  vote  in  .ill  muniLip.d  matters  and 
for  all  municipal  ollicers.  (.\pplause.) 

1  see  th.il  that  sentiment  is  well  iecei\ed,  and  in 
reply  1  WDuld  s,i\  th.il  I  sliouKl  like  to  be  a  candidate 
of  a  constituency  such  as  ap])lauded  that  sentiment, 
for  if.running  as  a  ctmdidate  w  ith  such  a  constituency, 
a  man  should  obtain  his  election,  he  coukl  say  ever 
afterwards  that  he  was  electeil  by  .1  r.v^'  Iki iitlioiiic 
majority.  (Ajjijlause.) 

It  is  not  only  in  this  matter  that  the  legislature 
has  this  winter  shown  the  clistinctiim  between  the 
two  branches,  as  e.\|)ressi\  e  of  jjopular  feeling  and 
of  advanced  thought,  but  in  another  matter,  in 
which,  if  the  House  of  Re])resentatives  had  been 
sustained,    every    question    of    importance  —  not 
merely  the  question  of  whether  we  should  have 
free  rum  or  not  in  our  town,  !)ut  almost  every  matter —  would  here- 
after be  sulm\ittetl  to  popular  vote,     lint  1  have  not  only  tliis  feeling 
with  regard  to  the  branch  (jf  the  legislature  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected, but  [  confess  to  a  feeling  of  pride  in  the  district  which  I 
represent. 


I  ha\e  always  felt  a  good  de.d  of  |)ride  in  Kc.iding,  .nid  1  ha\e 
had  that  pride  increased  since  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred 
and  liftielh  anni\ersary  h.is  been  agitated.  I  ha\e  tlioughl  ih.it 
there  is  no  s|>ot  in  .Massachusetts,  of  ecpi.il  area,  froni  uhicli  li.i\e 
sprung  so  ni.iny  men  of  eminciue,  so  nKiny  nujii  of  world-wide 
reputation,  as  lia\e  tiescended  from  those  who 
made  their  homes  in  a  little  terriloi}'  not  more 
than  thiee  miles  across,  in  w  hich  .ire  found  the  lie.id- 
waleis  of  the  Mystic  ki\ei,  the  west  part  of  this 
town  and  tile  easterly  part  of  W'cjbuin.  'I'liat 
lillle  teirilory  is  within  the  district  which  1  repre- 
sent, and  t  here  h.i\e  been  descendetl  from  the  in- 
habit,mts  of  that  distiiit  three  presideuls  of  the 
I'nilcil  St.ites,  -—  I  do  not  know  how  lu.iiiy  gm- 
eruois,  and  I  do  not  know  liow  m.iiiN  men  tli.it 
are  eminent  in  otiier  walks  of  life,---  but  sui  h 
men  as  l'!x-(  )o\  ernor  I  Sout  w  ell,  ( ieoi  ge  Ikincroft, 
the  historian,  and  men  that  h,i\e  been  distin- 
guished in  e\  ery  profession. 

When  the  question  c.ime  up  of  how  we  should 
celebrate  this  anni\  ersaiy  1  droppetl  ,1  note  to  one, 
wlio  is  tlescended  from  people  of  that  s.inie  sec- 
tion   of    the   town,  and    from   the   old  Reading" 
families,  the  W'estous  .nul  the   Ikincrofts,  ,iiul  lie 
sent  me  .1    reph   which    1    will    \enliiie  to  re, ill, 
.ilthough  directed  to  me  peisonall)  ;  at  any  rate, 
I  will  re, id  some  portion  of  it.     .\fter  explaining 
that  his  engagements  will  pie\ent  his  being  pres- 
ent at  this  .inni\ eisarv.  he   says,     "  .\t  my  last 
interview    with    Mr.  Ikmcroft    (the    Mr.  IS.incroft 
leferied  to  w.is  (leorge  Ikincroft,  the  historian), 
;i   few    weeks    before    his   de.ith,    he    refened    to  seeing  his  .\unt 
I'llizabeth  walking  down  the  streets  of    Reading  at,  1  think  he  s.iid, 
the  age  of  eighty-three.     Chief   Justice  Weston    (another  of  the 
ilistinguished  desceiukints  i)f  a  Reading  f.imih  )  was,  , is  von  know, 
one  of  her  sons.     1  am  not  unaware  of  the  ties  that  cmmect  me  with 
the  town  of  Reading,  and  1  sincerely  regret  my  inability  to  be  with 
you  on  an  occasion  i>f  so  mucli  interest." 


RESIDENCE  OF  SMITH  P.  BURTON,  JR., 
Woburn,  corner  Washington  Street,  Re.iding. 

This  is  signetl  by  Melville  W.  fuller.  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  l-'nited  St,ites,  the  highest  judicial  otiicer  and  one 
of  the  most  eminent  in  his  position  in  llic  lounlry. 

.\ow  what  made  Reatling  a  tow  n  fnmi  which  such  men  spi.mg.' 
I  have  heaixl  since  this  seiies  of  meetings  aiul  this  celebration,  etc., 


n      \  \    .  1., 


I 
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JAMES  STOiVF,  CAMl'IJELL,  eldest  son  of  James 
and  I'liel)e  (liuxton)  Campbell,  andabrother  of  the 
late  John  !!.  Campbell,  was  born  in  North  Reading,  June 
3,  1S19.  (  )n  the  paternal  side  he  is  descended  from 
Scotch- Irish  settlers  of  Londt)nderry,  N.  II.,  and  on  the 
maternal  siile,  from  the  lUixtons  and  the  early  J)amons 
and  Flints  of  Reading.  When  about  eleven  years  old, 
having  profited  by  a  few  brief  terms  at  the  district  school, 
he  was  sent  out  into  the  world  to  earn  his  own  livinj;', 
workinj;  for  his  board  and  clothes  on  the  farm  of  Jabez 
llayward,  in  Andover.  Shortly  after  his  father's  death, 
March  29,  he  went  to  Thomas  ^^anning^s,  in  An- 

dover, to  work  f(n"  three  )'ears  on  the  same  terms.  On 
leaving;-  this  place  he  engaj^ed  himself  to  A.mos  King,  of 
Danvers,  for  six  dollars  a  month,  in  the  summer  working 
for  his  board,  in  the  winter  going  to  school.     He  next 
began  to  work  at  shoemak- 
ing,  gi\  ing  his  spare  time  to 
stud}',  cherisliing   the  hope 
of  e\'entually  taking  a  college 
cour.^e.      With  this   end  in 
N'iew,    he    subsecpiently  at- 
tended   a    select    school  in 
.\orth  Reading  kept  by  Mrs. 
\anc}  Graves  J'utnam.  Cir- 
cimistances,  howe\  er,  proved 
unfa\-orable    to    his  aspira- 
tions, and  after  making  some 
progress   in   Latin  and  the 
higher  mathematics  he  reluct- 
antly ga\-e  up  the  thought  of 
a  higher  education.     In  the 
spring  of  1S42,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, in  company  with  a  fel- 
low-craftsman,   went  West, 
and  was  gone  about  three 
\'ears.   The  outward  journey 
was  made  in  this  wise.  ]!y 
rail  to  Albany,  time  nearly 
tweh'e  hours,  stage  nexi  day 
to  Schenectacl)',  rail  thence 
to  .Amsterdam,  canal  to  Buf- 
falo.     Here,  on  September 
S,   he   endjarked  on  a  lake 
schooner  for  Chicago.     I'"iiiding  no  business  opening  lo 
suit  him  in  Chicago,  a  city  which  appeared  about  as  large 
as  Salem,  and  whose  muddy  streets  were  thronged  with 
"  prairie  schooners  "  loaded  with  apples  and  wheat,  he 
tarried  there  but  a  day  or  two  and  then  went  to  La  I'orte, 
where  he  spent  a  year  or  more,     liecoming  known  as  a 
I)Ookisii  youth,  he  soon  had  a   chance  to  turn  school- 
maslrr,  bul  instead,  entered  the  employ  of  a  shoe  manu- 
facturer.    With  Hour  at  two  dollars  a  barrel,  beefsteak 
two  cents  a  pound,  salt  pork  three  cents  and  fresh  pork 
"given  away,"  eggs  eight  cents  a  dozen  and  chickens 
eight  cents   apiece,  li\  i ng  in  tlie  Hoosier  State  was  not 
expensive,  but  letter  postage  to  the  eastern  home  was 
twenty-h\e   cents.      .\    tramp  trip  of    eighty  miles  in 
going  to    I'ort   Wayne   was  a  jxirt  of   Mr.  Campbell's 
western  experience.   1  Ia\  ing  reached  lUilTalo  on  his  home- 


ward way,  he  stayed  there  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Re- 
turning to  North  Reading,  he  manufactured  shoes,  which 
he  sold  mostly  in  fioston.  In  INfarch,  18.19,  again  in 
1850  and  1852,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  town.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  was  chosen  on  the  free 
soil  ticket  to  represent  the  town  in  the  Stale  legislature 
of  185 1,  which,  by  a  union  of  the  free  soil  and  demo- 
cratic parties,  elected  Charles  Sumner  to  the  Lnited 
States  Senate.  In  1853,  after  the  town  was  divided,  he 
remo\'e(l  to  Reading,  where,  in  1859,  he  became  select- 
man. To  this  ollice  he  was  thereafter  reelected  se\en 
years  in  succession,  thus  serxing  for  a  longer  peiiod  in 
this  capacity  than  any  other  man  had  for  more  than  a 
century.  During  the  war  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  board  were  greatly  increased,  emergencies  frequently 
rising  calling  for  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment,  decision, 

and  energetic  ,icuon.  Ah'. 
Campbell  paid  State  aitl  lo 
the  families  of  volunteers 
and  made  returns  thereof 
to  the  State,  also  took  the 
enrolment  f<u-  drafting.  Ik- 
was  fourteen  years  justice  of 
the  jjeace.  At  a  town  meet- 
ing held  April  23,  1866,  to 
lill  the  vacancy  in  the  board 
of  selectmen  caused  by  his 
resignation  on  account  of 
remo\'al,  a  resolution  was 
unaniiuously  passed,  tender- 
ing to  him  the  ihanks  of  the 
citizens  for  his  "  long,  faith- 
ful, and  efficient  services,'' 
and  acknowledging  i  li  e 
prom]:)titude  with  which  he 
discharged  his  duties  to  ihe 
town  and  his  courtesy  to  all 
who  came  to  him  on  the 
business  of  the  (illice.  In 
the  spring  of  1866  he  re- 
mo\-ed  to  a  farm  in  Wesl- 
boro,  where  he  li\ed  se\en 
)-ears,  during  the  last  three 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  Leaving  the  farm  in  1873,  for  a 
few  3-ears  he  ke])t  a  shoestore  in  \\'est  Xewton.  He  was 
interested  in  the  ancient  records  of  Reading,  and  made 
a  convenient  index  to  some  of  the  older  \olumes. 

( )n  Sept.  9,  1852,  he  married  Sarah  A.,  daughter 
(jf  Jeremiah  and  .\I ary  ( 1 1 oward )  Mint,  and  sister  of  the 
late  Charles  L.  hlinl,  for  many  \ears  secretary  of  the 
Slate  lioard  of  .\gricuiuire.  They  have  one  daugliter, 
Mary  Flint  C'ampbell.  Since  1890  they  have  occupied 
their  pleasant  home  in  Newton.  Mr.  Campbell's  health 
has  been  much  impaired  of  late  years,  and  an  increasing 
deafness  has  long  been  a  serious  inlirmity.  Lie  continues 
to  exercise  a  little  of  his  old-time  skill  in  "  the  gentle  craft 
of  leather,"  and  taking  lively  interest  as  e\er  in  the  great 
social  and  political  cpiestions  of  the  clay,  he  kee])s  up  his 
lifelong  habit  of  reading  the  papers. 


oi'  'I'lii':  .wcii'iN  r  TOWN  oi'  ri-.ddin'c. 


liLn.iii,  NL'\ L-ial  (.wpl.malions.  SuIiImiIi  .1  .spiMkcr  said  il  was 

(uir  agriuiiltural  1  liarai  lur.  If  hi-  li.ul  speiU  as  iuikIi  time  ImikinL; 
over  tlic  old  deeds  and  reLiiiils  as  I  lia\e  dmie,  he  niinlil  lia\L-  loiiie 
to  a  very  dilTeienl  euiKliision,  lur  ki'ading  h.is  ne\e]  been  \ery 
remarkalile  for  ils  fertile  soil.  Iler  ai;)  ii  iilt u re  windd  ne\  er  lia\e 
made  liei   whal   was  uiue  the   seiuiid  liiwn  in  inipoitanee   in  the 
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county,  l)nt  it  was  the  faet  that,  being  settled  liy  men  of  inde- 
pendent eharacter,  .mil  lieini;  upon  poor  soil,  the  peo|de  each  in- 
dividually sont;ht  to  belter  their  condition  bv  otlier  employments, 
Reading,  in  its  ea  rly  days,  was  a  niamifac  taring  tow  n.  \'ou  look  over 
the  old  deetls  of  two  liundreil,  m'  one  lunulred  ami  fifty,  or  one 
hundred  ye;irs  ago,  and  yon  will  be  surpiised  to  Inul  attachetl  to 
the  names  of  grantors  and  gr.mtees,  w  hom  we  had  supposed  to  be 
farmers  and  were  the  owners  of  farms,  some  term  designating  their 
occupations.  (  )ne  is  a  currier ;  .iimthei  a  cooper;  another  a  black- 
smith ;  and  1  w.is  surprisetl  to  find,  within  a  week,  that  one  of  my 
own  ancestoi's,  whom  I  ne\cr  supposed  did  anything  but  chop 
wood  and  raise  coiii  and  potatoes,  was  leccuiled  in  a  deed  which 
he  gave  as  a  Ijlac ksniit h.  Attaclieil  to  e\eiy  farm  was  a  shoe- 
maker's shop,  or  a  coo|)er's  shop,  or  a  blacksmith's  shop,  indicating 
that  the  people  were  generallv  seeking  to  bettei"  their  condition 
by  doing  something  else,  instead  cjf  reiving  up<m  the  soil  whicli 
they  tilleik  They  did  not  ha\i;  the  fertile  f.irms  which  were 
found  in  that  section  of  the  country  where  our  distinguished 
(iovernor  lives;  but  they  had  a  poin  soil,  and  they  worked  d.i\' 
and  night  at  other  employments.  \\  hv,  the  \  er)  children  of  e.u  h 
liousehokl  were  eng.igeil  in  making  wh.it  was  then,  I  suppose, 
almost  a  nioiinpnly  of  t  his  to  w  n,  dm  ing  the  long  winter  e\enings, 

—  wh.it  were  known  .is  hat -si  leic  hers, ---  .111  artiile  not  used  .it  the 
l)reseiU  time,  but  then,  1  suppose,  in  lonst.iiit  use,  and  a  necessaiv 
article  in  the  structure  of  hats  as  thev  were  nuide  in  those  davs, 

—  iiulicating,  .is  you  will  see,  what  g.i\e  their  town  its  histm-y.  The 
first  motlern  hat,  that  is,  the  lirst  plush  hat  m.ule  in  America,  was 
probably  made  within  the  limits  of  this  town  and  within  twentv 
rotls  of  the  pl.ue  where.  1  now  stand.  It  w.is  this  independence 
which  nuide  (uir  .mceslors  what  they  were.  They  relied  each  ui)on 
himself.  When  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  carry  on  manu- 
facturing, for  people  to  congregate  together,  —  for  the  men  to 
assemble  in  large  factories  and  become  parts  of  a  machine,  the 
independent  people  of  Reading  lost  their  prestige,  and  this  l)ecame  a 
more  (piiet  town  as  compared  with  towns  where  the  indixiduals 
possess- less  individuality. 

There  is  much  that  1  can  s;iy,  now  that  f  have  started.  I  fear, 
however,  that  1  should  tresp;iss  too  long  upon  your  patience,  and  I 
know  that  we  ought  to  limit  wlnit  we  s.iy  to  a  \  ery  short  time,  be- 
cause there  are  wilii  us  to-night  se\er.d  eminent  men  from  whom  we 
shall  all  be  glad  to  hear. 


.Xftcr  ;i  selection  from  tlic  orchcslrit,  the  I'lesideiU 
siiid  ;  — 

.\t  onr  of  the  ipiiet  suppers  that  .He  freipieiilly  held  in  the  lily 
ol  bosloii,  I  reiiiembcr  \er_\  distinclK  lh.it  se\er.d  )cmis  .igo  oik' 
gentlcni.m  eiilert.iiiu  d  ns  in  .1  \  er\  delighlfnl  m.innel  ;  1  ■^ee  b_\  llie 
piogr.im  I  hat  he  is  down  under  the  head  of 
"  lulucators."  The  occisimi  to  which  1  refer 
happened  to  be  a  meeting  of  te.icliers,  ,ind  it  ,gi\es 
nie  spei  i.il  ple.isure  to  intiodiue  to  you,  under  the- 
he. Ill  of  "  I'.ilnc.itors,"  subili\ ision,  -'  The  I'ress," 
lalitor  Stephen  (  )'.Me.ir.i,  of  the  lloston  Jriirihil. 

Reiiiiirks  of  Mr.  Sle[ilieii  ()'.Meai"a  :  — 

1  .1111  son"\',  .Mr.  I'residenI,  th.it  you  should  li.i\e 
seen  lit  to  confess  to  you|-  own  townspeople  th.il 
your  life  in  lloslon  is  not  r,o  sleaily  .is  il  is  in 
Ue.idiiig.  1  sh.ill  h,i\e  to  s,i\-  th.il  up  to  the  linie  of 
niv  eiitr.ince  to  this  hall,  1  li.id  no  ide.i  that  I  should 
be  .isked  to  .ulilress  you  upon  so  soli-mii  .1  subjei  I  .is 
tli.it  whiih  1  see  upon  the  program.  first  of  .ill.  1 
w.iiit  to  s.iv  that  I  ilid  not  ronie  here  bei  .iiise  I  h.id 
.invspei-ial  regaril  for  Ke.iding.  1  did  not  come  here 
even  for  the  banipiet,  through  which  we  have  all 
|)assed  in  safet\',  but  I  1  .inie  here  simplv  because 
"        ■  my  ile.ir  okl  te.ichei  of  ne.irly  lhirt\  ye.iis  .igo  asked 

j^*'  me    to  come,   and  s.iid  il   would    ple.ise   hini  \er) 

much  if  I  c.iine. 

The  thing  that  has  siruik  me  more  than  ,iii\- 
thiiig  else  in  the  little  th.it  1  lKi\e  seen  in  the  d,i\'s 
exercises  (for  1  dii.1  not  ,iri"i\e  unlil  si.x  o'clock)  is 
the  public  spirit  so  cle.iii)'  ni.inifest.  .\ow  the  term,  ■•public 
spirit,"  Is  used  carelessly  sonietimes,  without  snlliiient  thought 
as  to  just  wh.it  it  is;  ,ind,  indeed,  il  is  no  e.isy  thing  to  dehiie. 
\'oii  c;in  tell  almost  .it  sight  the  loinmunity  whiih  h.is  pnblii 
s|)irit  ;  but  if  you  attem|)t  a  deliiiilion,  it  is  .1   more  ililliciilt  t.isk 
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th;in  most  people  think.  Let  me  gi\e  )'oii  mine.  I'ublic  spirit  in 
communities  I  ha\e  alw.iys  thought  of  in  some  such  homely  fashion 
as  this  :  that  the  town  with  ])ublic  spirit  is  to  the  town  without  public 
spirit  \  ery  miu  li  ,is  the  bo, irding  house  is  lo  the  home  ;  thev  both  ha\  e 
:in  interest  as  to  ni.iterial  things.  In  the  bo.inling-house  it  is  self- 
Centered,  but  in  the  home  nothing  th.it  is   g. lined  .it  the  e.\])ense 


•    1  .^'ii.jt\ 

 .(i!  r 
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EDWARD  APPLETON  was  born  in  Boston,  Jan.  25, 
1S16.  He  was  the  son  of  Tliomas  and  I!cnlah 
(( lOodridge)  Appleton.  'I'lionias  Appleton  was  the  well- 
known  cliurch  orj^an  l)uil(ler  of  I'oston,  wlio,  beside  sup- 
plj'ing  most  of  tlie  churclies  of  lioston  with  liis  instru- 
ments, also  built  them  for  many  other  cities,  —  Hangor 
and  Portland,  Me.,  New  ^'ork,  Pliiladelphia,  Baltimore, 
Charleston,  Columbia,  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  Rochester, 
Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  in  fact  all  over  the  country. 
He  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  Reading,  and  built 
several  organs  there.  His  last  organ  was  built  in  1868, 
when  he  was  over  eighty  years  of  age,  for  the  Baldwin 
Baptist  Church,  Warren  Avenue,  Boston.  His  wife's 
sister  Sarah  was  an  eminent  miniature  painter  in  Boston 
from  1815  to  1850.  An  interesting  sketch  of  her  life  is 
given  in  Mason's  "  Life  of  Cilbert  Stuart,  "  and  two  of  her 
paintings,  one  of  Stuart  and 
one  of  herself,  have  recently 
been  deposited  in  the  l!os- 
ton  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Edward  Appleton  received 
his  early  education   in  the         ■  .  ' 
public    schools    of  lioston, 
was  fitted  for  college  in  the  . 
Boston    Latin   School,    and  ' 
entered  Harvard  College  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  graduating 
in  1835.     After  graduation 
he  spent  a  year  as  private  > 
tutor  in  a  gentleman's  family 
in  the  interior  of  New  York,  , 
then    returning   to  Boston, 
passed  another  year  as  usher 
in  the  Boston  Latin  School. 
Then  he  began  the  study  of  i 
civil     engineering    in  the 
office  of  James  LLiyward,  and 
was  employed  by  him  on  the 
construction  of   the  Boston 
Maine     Railroad  in 
Ha\'erhill,  Exeter,  and  Dover. 

While  thus  employed  he  was   

offered  the  position  of  tutor 
in  Latin,  in  LLrrvard  College, 
but  preferred  to  continue  in  the  profession  he  had  adopted. 
In  1842  and  1843,  '^^  became  the  principal  of  the  Beverly 
Academy,  but  in  1844,  when  it  was  determined  that  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  which  liad  formerly  come  into 
Boston  as  a  branch  of  the  ]5oston  ^:  Lowell  Railroad, 
should  have  an  independent  line  of  its  own  from  Wil- 
mington to  Boston,  Mr.  Hayward  called  him  again  into 
his  service,  and  gave  him  charge  of  the  construction  of 
the  upper  half  of  the  road  from  Wilmington  through 
Reading  and  South  Reading  to  Greenwood.  So  it  hap- 
pened that  Mr.  Appleton  was  present  in  Reading  at  the 
celebration  of  its  two  hundredth  anniversary.  During 
the  construction  of  the  road  he  boarded  with  Mark  M. 
Temple  on  what  is  now  Summer  Avenue,  and  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  town,  that  in  1846  he  bought  the  place 
on  Woburn  Street  where  he  has  ever  since  lived,  except  for 
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three  years  while  he  was  building  the  Androscoggin  ^S: 
Kennebec  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Maine  Central 
Railroad,  during  which  time  he  lived  in  Waterville,  Me. 
Mr.  Appleton  lias  been  empl(>)'ed  most  uf  his  life  in  laying 
out  and  constructing  railroads  in  ALune,  New  llanip- 
shire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  I'eniisvl- 
vania,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin.  In  Maine,  he  was  emplo3  ed 
on  nearly  all  parts  of  the  Maine  Central  Railroad  from 
Portland  to  Bangor.  In  Massachusetts,  l)eside  his  work 
on  the  Boston  iv  Maine,  already  mentioned,  he  built  the 
South  Reading  branch  from  Soutli  Reading  to  Danvers, 
the  Saugus  branch  (as  contractor  as  well  as  engineer) 
from  Maiden  to  Lynn,  and  the  Lowell  iV  Andover  Rail- 
road, also  the  Cambridge  Railroad,  the  first  street  rail- 
road built  in  Massachusetts.  When  the  city  of  Lawrence 
was  started,  he  was  emj)lo\'ed  there  for  a  time  in  laying 

out  the   Atlantic  Mills,  but 
:        was  called  from  there  to  the 
'  ■    .       |       Ogdensburg  Railroad  in  New 

.  i  Wirk.  He  was  for  sex'eral 
.;  . ;  years  chief  engineer  of  the 
Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  R_ail- 
road,  now  New  York  New 
England  Railroad,  and  lo- 
cated that  lailroad  as  it  is 
now  built  from  J^itnam  to 
Willimantic  and  from  Water- 
bury  to  FishkiU.  Mr.  Apple- 
ton  was  one  of  the  first  rail- 
road commissioners  of  Mass- 
acluisetts  in  1869  and  1870, 
and  did  good  service  in  that 
office.  ]\Ir.  Appleton  was 
also  president  of  the  Troy 
j^,,  Sz  Creenfield    Railroad  cor- 

f  poration  for  se\'en  )'ears'  diu'- 

'   ■   .•!       ing  its  contest  for  the  estab- 
•  ■  lishnient  of  its  rights  t(j  an 

-  'a  equitable  redemption  of  its 
■  )  property;  and  when  this  was 
■' finally  conceded  and  an 
agreement  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  its  rights  by  the 
State,  he  signed  the  transfer 
of  its  road  and  tunnel,  and  continued  in  the  employ  of 
the  State  another  year  in  connection  with  this  busi- 
ness. In  1890,  being  then  seventy-four  years  of  age, 
Mr.  .Vppleton  withdrew  from  active  professional  life. 
Mr.  Appleton  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  town 
affairs  and  lias  served  in  various  town  oftices.  He  was 
on  the  conuiiittee  for  building  the  high  school  house  and 
took  an  active  p:\rt  in  establishing  the  public  librar)',  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  for  tweh'e  years.  He 
married,  in  1842,  I'Tances  Anne,  daughter  of  Theodore 
Atkinson,  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  a  descendant  of  the  noted 
Portsmouth  family  of  Atkinsons.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, si.x  of  whom  are  still  living;  two  of  the  daughters 
married  and  living  in  Reading,  two  other  daughters 
living  in  Boston,  one  son  married  and  living  in  Lowell, 
the  other  son  married  and  living  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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aiKitlier  menibc-r  is  thcuight  iif  any  \aliiu.  'I'liat  is  tlie  (listinetion 
lliat  [  sliuiilil  nial^L'  l)el\vccn  ihc  town  \villi  public  spirit  ami  the 
linvn  wilhont  pnljlic  spiiil.  I  nuticu  that  as  eonumniities  gunv,  piiLi- 
lic  spirit  graikially  cKvindles  and  almost  disappears. 

I  ilo  not  wish  to  he  critical  at  even  this  great  tlistance  from  our 
greatest  city,  Xew  \'oik,  liut  it  is  a  fact,  which  I   think  almost  too 
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evident,  that  what  N'ew  luigland  —  the  cities  and  towns  of  New 
lOngland  —  understands  as  public  spirit,  does  not  exist  in  that  great 
metropolis.  In  the  \\'est  there  is  a  certain  kind  of  ]nd)lic  s])irit, 
but  it  is  rather  of  material  things,  the  pidjlic  spirit  which  binds 
men  togetlier  for  material  benefits.  1  think  that  in  every  true  New 
longland  city  or  town,  we  tind  a  pid)lic  spirit  which  is  above  tile 
spirit  of  gain,  a  ]niblic  spirit  which  makes  each  person,  while  look- 
ing out  for  liimself  ami  his  own  particular  people  first,  as  he  should, 
makes  that  person  feel  that  he  has  a  common  interest 
also  in  the  good  name,  the  jjrogress,  and  the  influence  of 
his  particular  city  or  town.  Now,  1  gather  from  the  slight 
ac(juainlance  1  ha\e  hatl  with  the  town  of  Reading,  that 
the  preeminent  thing  here  is  ]iul)lic  spirit.  !'"or  a  town 
without  public  spiiit  is  inditlerent  to  the  past,  and  has 
very  little  thought  of  the  future.  .\  town  withotil  public 
spirit  lives  essentially  and  especially  in  the  jiresent.  liut 
Reading  is  not  li\  ing  in  the  past  alone,  it  is  not  living  in 
the  present  alone,  and  it  is  mindful  of  the  future.  I  liope 
that  the  pulilic  spirit  of  its  citizens,  which  this  day  1  am 
sure  has  been  so  amply  e.\enii)litied  and  eniphasi/ed,  will 
continue  as  long  as  the  t(jwn  of  Reatling  exists. 

After  Mr.  O'Meara  cl  osed,  the  I'lesident  rising, 
said  :  — 

The  (juery  came  to  my  mind,  if  our  friend  the  etlitor 
could  do  so  well  \\ithout  being  prepareii,  w  hat  in  the  world 
would  he  do  w  ith  preparation  .''  IJut  we  ought  to  say  for 
all  the  guests,  that  the  committee  were  not  able  generally 
to  send  notices  to  those  who  were  e.xpected  to  speak,  but 
we  knew  them  so  well  that  we  thought  it  unnecessary. 
I  leave  it  to  you  to  say  whether  our  judgment  was  not 
a  good  one. 

The  remaiks  of  Mr.  O'Meara  recalled  to  my  mind  this 
couplet:  — 

"  111  fares  tlie  land  to  li.isiening  ills  a  pray. 
Where  wcaltli  accumulates  and  men  decay." 

It  gives  me  very  great  |)leasure  to  introduce  to  you  next  almost  a 
son  (his  children  are  grandsons  of  Reading),  Rev.  A.  K.  Winship, 
the  editor  of       Joiin/ii/  of  JuliiL  tilion. 


Mr.  W'uisliip,  after  a  pleasant  refcience  to  ,Mi.  (  )'.Meara,  said  :  t 
am  here  to  speak  for  the  schools,  and  wli.it  neeil   I  s.iv  more  tli.ui 
that  this  editor  friend  of  mine,  .Mr.  Stephen  <)'.Mear.L,  of  the  liostou 
w  ho  has  acconi])lished  a  w  ork  in  iournallsru  rej  ii\ cii.il  ion  of 
■  -  whiih  r\erv   othi.i'  boston  iourn.di--t  is  juslb  proud,  i>  a 

pi odui  t  of  the  publii  .-.I  ho( jj-,,  ,111(1  that  I  hr  I  lo^l on  m.ist ci , 
to  whom  he  ,u  k  now  ledger  lii^  iiideblcdiicss,  i.s  ,1  cili/-cn  of 
Reading  .lud  a  long  time  mem bi;r  of  i ts  si  hoi  il  boanl.  .\  in  I 
Reading  herself  put  her  stamp  of  aij|)ii>val  upon  the  school- 
master when  she  chose  .is  i  ll. 111111.111  of  her  loinniitteeof 
one  hundred  —  the  president  of  the  e\ciiing,  another 
lloston  master  ami  a  member  of  the  >chool  boaid.  .\or 
does  Reading  stand  alone  in  this  apprei  kit  ion,  for  W'.ike- 
tield,  her  sister,  tlaughter,  or  inolhei  town  -  ,i>  you 
please  —  chose  as  her  orator  Mr.  llor.ue  (i.  W.idliii,  a 
product  of  the  public  schools,  and  a  member  ot  the  school 
board.  More  than  this,  the  I'resiileiit  of  the  L'niled 
.States  has  selecteil  as  the  nation's  repi"esent.iti\ e  on  this 
occ.ision,  lion.  Carroll  I).  \\  light,  not  onlv  .\ mei  ii  a's,  but 
the  world's,  greatest  sl.itisliciaii,  a  pioduit  ol  Reading's 
schools,  and  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  si  liool  boartl. 
,\nd  beyond  all  this,  the  distinguished  guest  of  die  e\  eniiig, 
l'',\-(lov.  (  ieorge  S.  I'.outwell,  the  "gr.inil  old  man" 
in  Massachusetts  politics  and  statesmanship,  i>  a  product 
of  the  common  schools. 

And  now,  if    1    may  be  |)ai(limed  a  word  |)urely  per- 
somil  and  domestic,  allow   me  to  bear  tc--,liiiion)  to  the 
fact  that  so  far  as  there  is  aught  in  me  or  in  my  work  for 
the  past  C|uarter  of  a  century  th.it  is  in  anywise  useful,  t 
owe  it  all  and  more  to  one  of  tlie  ikuighlers  of  Re.idiiig,  a  ilesi  cn- 
ilant  of  one  of  the  founders  of  this  good  old  town,  a  graduate  of 
your  schools,  who  resigned  a  principalshi|)  here  for  the  mastery  in 
another  sphere. 

1  esteem  it  an  honor  to  spe.ik  f<n-  those  adopted  sons,  who  owe 
more  than  we  can  ever  repay,  both  for  oursehes  ami  tor  our  chil- 
dren, to  the  women  whom  Reading  h.is  gi\  en  to  tlie  litei.iiy,  artistic, 
educational,  and  domestic  wurld,  alw.ivs  to  honor  and  adorn. 


2j;*ixvvs  v^^-^^^vj  ^-^.^rf -if 


RESIDENCE   OF  JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 
Temple  Street,  Reading. 

Following  a  selection  by  tlie  quartette,  the  President 
said  :  — 

As  you  all  well  know,  there  is  not,  jierhaps,  any  organization  in 
e.xislence,  certainly  not  :iny  organization  outside  of  the  Christian 
Church,  that  has  been  so  active  and  inllueiuial  as  the  Crand  .\rmy 


I 
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'IWO  IIUNDRKI)  AND  l-'l        !■;  11 1  A  N  N  1 V  Iv  kS  A  m' 


GEORGl-:  Jl'DSON  PARKKR,  tlie  eiiiiiient  l!obton 
tenor,  was  born  in  Reading,  Mass.,  Feb.  lo, 
1850.  He  is  tiie  eldest  son  of  Samuel  \V.  and  Charlotte 
B.  (George)  Parker,  and  early  in  life  showed  that  he 
possessed  a  voice  of  rare  beauty,  lis  belongs  to  a  fam- 
ily in  which  music  is  especially  loved  and  appreciated, 
some  few  of  its  members  having  enjoyed  a  local  reputa- 
tion as  vocali.^ts. 

l  ie  lived  in  i-leading  during  his  boyhood,  attending  the 
public  schools  initil  thirteen  years  of  age,  when,  on  his 
removal  to  IJoston,  he  entered  the  Dwight  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  iS()5,  ami 
the  same  year  entered  the    English    High   School.  At 
that  time  the  master  of  the  Dwight  School  was  Mr.  James 
A.  Page,  one  of  the  most  successful  of  American  teachers, 
and  a  man  of  such  sterling  character  that  he  had  great 
inlluence  for  good  over  the 
pupils  in  his  charge,  an  in- 
Huence  wliich    was  felt  not 
only  during    the   career  at 
school,    but    extended  into 
the  after  life   as   well.  To 
him    Mr.  I'arker  feels  that 
he  owes  much,  learning,  as 
he  ilid,  l)oth  from  his  teach- 
ing anil  from  his  life,  those 
cpialities   which  enable  one 
to  gain  success  in  his  chosen 
vocation. 

During  their  residence  in 
ISoston,  Mr.  Parker's  parents 
were  members  of  the  church 
now  known  as  ISerkele}'  I'em- 
ple.  At  one  period,  the  mu- 
sical service  was  rendered  by 
a  choir  of  boys,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  M.  W.  Wil- 
liams, who  was  especially  in- 
terested in  the  training  of 
children's  voices,  and  whose 
career  as  superintendent  of 
the  lierkeley  Street  Sunday 
School  will  be  remembered 
with  pleasure  by  those  who 

were  then  members  of  that  organization.  His  ''  Children's 
Concerts"  at  Tremont  Temple,  during  the  war,  will  be 
remembered  with  the  same  feeling.  Mr.  Parker  was  at 
that  time  the  soloist  in  the  choir,  as  well  as  at  these  con- 
certs, and  the  unusual  beaut)'  of  his  voice  made  him  an 
especial  favorite. 

At  the  age  of  se\'enteen,  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Somer\'ille  ;  at  that  time  he  began  work  in  one  of  the 
departments  of  pianoforte  manufacture  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  George  M.  Guild  &  Co.,  of  Poston,  the  next 
year  removing  to  Peominster,  Mass.,  and  engaging  with 
Messrs.  Allen     Jewett  in  the  same  industr)'. 

At  twenty-one  he  returned  to  Poston,  entering  the 
employ  of  Henry  F.  Miller,  at  the  same  time  beginning 
the  study  of  music  with  Joseph  1'.  Cobb,  and  continuing 
later  with  John  W.  Tufts  and  John  Hodsdon. 


GEORGE  JUDSON  PARKER 


In  May,  i8cSj,  lu;  went  to  lunope  foi-  a  ^e.u's  trax'i'l 
and  stLid}'.  In  J,ontlon,  lie  receix'etl  instruction  in  singing 
from  Shakspeare,  Ivandegger,  and  Fmil  lielnike,  tlnce 
of  the  most  noted  vocal  teachers  in  that  cit\'. 

After  a  summer's  tour  among  some  (jf  the  uKjst  inter- 
esting localities  on  the  continent,  he  went  to  Milan  for  a 
winter's  stud\'  with  Sangitn'a nn i,  aiul  later,  during  tlie 
carnival  season,  at  Nice  with  Pamperti  (  pere ). 

Returning  to  Paris  in  the  spring,  he  recei\-ed  valuable 
;iitl  in  the  art  of  singing  from  the  famous  tenor,  Sbriglia. 

He  was  strongly  urged  by  .Sangiovanni,  l,ani[3eili,  arul 
Sbriglia,  his  Italian  teachers,  to  ado[)t  an  <;]3eratic  career, 
with  assiu'ances  of  success  ;   but  feeling  no  inclination  for 
the  lite,  he  refused  all  such  oUers,  intending  to  de\'ote 
himself  to  oi'atorio,  church,  and  concert  work,  and  leach- 
ing the  singing  art.    He  returned  to  Poston  in  1X83,  con- 
tinuing his  professional  woi  k 
in    that   cit)'    where   he  has 
ever  since  been  w  ell  kn(M\  n 
■     /     ■  as  a  vocal  teacher  and  con- 

cert soloist,  l:)eing  especialK' 
successfLd  in  oratorio,  in 
which  held  he  hohp  high 
rank  as  an  artist.  1  le  was 
vocal  instructor  at  the  Per- 
kins Institute  for  the  Pliiul 
for  a  periotl  of  se\en  years, 
anil  became  greatly  inter- 
ested in  man)'  of  the  pupils 
there,  notably  in  Helen  Kel- 
ler, the  child  known  so  well 
throughout  the  ccuniti)'  tor 
her  unusuall)'  bright  mental 
powers,  although  she  is  deaf, 
dumb,  and  blind. 

Mr.  Parker's  first  engage- 
ment in  Poston  as  tenor  of  a 
I  huich  quartette  was  in 
at  the  Warren  Avenue  Pap- 
tist  ('hurch.  The  following 
)ear  he  resigned  his  position 
there  and  joined  the  quartette 
of  the  Shawnuit  A\enue 
lla|Uist  ( 'hurch,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1876,  when  he  recei\'ed  an  ofier  of  the  posi- 
tion in  the  choir  of  King's  C'hapel,  under  the  tlirection  of 
John  W.  Tufts.  He  renuuned  thereuntil  his  departure  for 
F.urope  in  1882.  After  his  return  in  1883,  he  sang  for  one 
\-,ear  in  the  choir  of  the  South  Congregationalist  Chinch 
(  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale  I,  P.  J.  Pang,  organist,  leavingthere  in  188. ^ 
for  an  engagement  at  the  l-'irst  Unitarian  Clun  chi  Dr.  Ellis), 
Arthur  Foote,  organist,  where  he  has  since  been.  He  is 
frequently  engaged  by  the  Cecilia  and  Apollo  Clubs,  as 
well  as  by  the  Handel  and  fiaydn  Society,  of  Poston, 
for  some  of  their  important  solo  work,  and  fills  engage- 
ments in  the  same  class  of  work  for  S(jcieties  in  the 
leading  musical  centers  of  this  countr)'  and  Canada.  J'or 
the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  greatly  interested  in 
training  the  singing  voice,  and  is  still  continuing  his 
investigations  for  additional  knowledge  in  the  vocal  art. 


:l,v  1'!'. 


Ol''  Til  1-:  ANCll'.N'l' 

(if  lliL'  l\L'|)uljlii;  ill  Mil)>ur\  iiig  lliL'  liliL-i  lics  of  the  people.  1 1  is 
liccaiisc  of  ihuir  Ijiavery,  ihuii'  self -tlciiial,  iheir  very  great  self-sairi- 
fice,  tliat  \s  e  <ire  enabled  still  to  contiiuie  in  onr  happy  and  prosperoirs 
countiy.  That  organization,  as  you  all  know,  I  sii|)|)ose,  has  now 
represented  among  its  niendiers  a  luiniher  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  in  tlie  Uuileil  Slates. 

We  ha\e  with  us  tins  evening  liie  highest  otlicer  in 
that  organization,  and  1  am  not  noing  to  introduce  him 
to  you  as  commander-in-chief  ol  tlie  (  I  rand  Army  of  the 
I\ei)ul)lic,  lint  introduce  liim  to  you  with  the  title  the 
army  lioys  always  wisli  to  lia\e  him  intrcKhu'ed  by 
when  .It  their  own  cani|)  lues.  1  take  \  ery  great  pleas- 
me  in  introducing  to  yini,  and  1  hope  Jie  will  give  ^ 
you  one  of  ids  ringing  speeches —  (.'apt.  "jack" 
Ad. nils. 


Remarks  of  ('apt.  J.  G.  15.  Adain.s  :  — 

Mr.  J'liwii/i  ii/,  IauUcs  (iiul  (.iriilli  iiii  ii :  1  am  not  liere 
to-night  in  my  otiici.d  capacity  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  (irand  .Army;  I  am  here  as  a  representative  of 
the  lio.-ircl  of  tr.ide  of  the  city  of  l,\nii.  We  lind  that 
this  was  once  a  jj.irt  of  our  city,  and  1  desired  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  come  here  and  lia\e  its  jjeople 
renew  tlieir  allegiance  to  i.)'nn.  W  e  will  let  \'ou  have  ' 
a  representation  in  our  city  council,  ,iiid  we  will  ,isk 
some  of  these  iiromineiit  men  ih.tt  we  li.tve  hearcl,  to 
come  and  represent  us  in  the  hoard  of  aklermen.  \Vheii  I  struck 
the  t<.)wii  tliis  morning,  [  thought  of  a  little  instance  that  occurred 


'OWN    ()!'■    R  I'.l  )|)!  Nd. 

in  olil  ki,l 
p.i-,--iiii;  up  ; 
th 
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Jui  c.     .\  sentry  liad  been  out  on  diii_\  .ill  ni^ht, 
i;  up  and  down  in  front  of  the  (olouel's  tent,  and  in  the  morning 
lonel  c.mie  out  .uul  s.iid,  "  1  .uii  s.>iiy  \ou  .ue  so  wet,"  and  the 
fellow  looked  u|i  to  him  and  said,  "  I  sli(nihlii't  mind  being  so  wet  if 
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MELVILLE  WESTON  FULLER. 

.MeUille  Weston  Fuller,  who  was  appointed  Cliief  Justice  of  the 
Unitetl  States  .Supreme  1,'ourl  in  i.SSS,  is  a  direct  desceiul.int  from 
.some  of  the  etiiliest  settlers  of  tlie  town.  His  mother,  Catharine 
(Weston)  Fuller,  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Weston,  C  hief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  .\biine.  .Xatlian  Weston,  the  father  of 
Judge  .\athaii  Weston,  was  the  son  of  .Stephen  Western,  wlio 
removed  from  Reading  to  Wilmington,  where  he  died  in  1776.  lie 
was  the  son  of  .Stephen,  who  died  in  Reading  in  1753,  and  giaiid- 
son  of  John,  who  was  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  the  town. 
'I'he  mother  of  Chief  Justice  Weston  was  I'di/.abetli,  daughter  of 
Samuel  ISancroft  and  sister  of  Rev.  Dr.  .Varon  li.iiicroft,  father  of 
Cieorge  liancroft,  the  historian.  Through  Fydia,  wife  of  Deacon 
Samuel,  and  Mary,  wife  of  his  father,  Capt.  Samuel  ISancroft,  Juilge 
Fuller  can  claim  descent  from  'I'honias  I'arker,  the  original  settler 
of  the  name,  Richartl  Xichcjls  and  Dea.  'I'homas  Kendall.  'I'he 
original  nratenial  ancestor  of  the  Westerns  was  .Sarah,  daughter  of 
Ztichariah  Fitch,  cuie  of  the  very  earliest  settlers.  Her  marriage  was 
the  earliest  recoixled  in  the  town. 


RESIDENCE  OF  WENDELL  BANCROFT, 
W'oburn,  corner  W.isliiiigtoii  Street,  Re.uliii'j 


1  wasn't  so 
myself  .il  .d 

.\ow,  .Mr.   1 'resident 
Cb-.ind  .\rmy  of  the  Republic.     (lur  mollo  luis  alw. 


( I  ,.iiii;liter  .md  ap|)l.iuse.)  Th.it  doesn't  .ippl\  to 
me  one  mic;iit  be  lookiiiL;  at  il  ih.il  w,i\'. 

uppose    1    inn->l   --.ly  sonielhing  tor  the 
'leeii 


I  )eetls, 


not  Words."  Wc-  were  an  ami)'  of  deeds.  \\'e  were  bound  to  ha\e 
peace  if  we  h.ul  to  li.uhl  for  it.,  .iiid  so  we  ilid  light  foril  fm-  foui-  long, 
w  e.iiy  \e.ir>,  until  tlie  rebel  (icner.il  Fee  ga\e  lii^  swoiil  to  (Ir.uit, 
and  ()r.uit  s.iid,  too,  "Let  us  have  peace,"  aiul  then  we  bej^.ui  to 
tumble  o\  er  eai  h  other  to  see  who  coulil  get  b.u  k  lirst. 

We  ha\e  been  before  the  public  fcu"  t  w  en  I  v-ei  l;1i  t  \eai>.  I  think 
the  public  of  Reading  will  s.i\  tli.it  the  bovs  who  saved  this  nation 
h,i\e  been  ainoUL;  hei  best  tili/eiis.  but  for  ihe  lii.uid  \ini\  of 
the  l\e|iublii,  th.it  I  h.ive  the  lionor  to  so  l.iithfulb'  repiescnl,  \ou 
couldn't  ha\e  celebraleil  the  two  liimdied  .md  liflittli  anni\ersar\'  of 
the  good  old  town  of  Re.iding.  Don't  fiu"L;ct  th.it  cicin.d  \  ii.;il,inc  e  . 
is  the  prii  e  of  libertw  Don't  forget  that  unless  ycui  te.uli  llie  1  hil-  ' 
dieii  in  your  pubru  si  hool  to  be  ti  ne  to  this  Hag.  il  c.iiiiiol  st.md. 
'I'each  the  boys,  when  thev  re.ich  the  .i.s^e  of  twenl\-one.  to  l;o  and 
de|)osit  an  .Xiuerican  b.dlot. 

We  have  in  our  large  cities  a  class  of  people  who  ,iie  f.ist  taking 
conim.nid  of  the  b.dlot  bo\,  who  do  not  re.ilize  wli.il  it  is  to  be  .111 
.\niei"ii.in  cili/eu.  Uun  up  our  ll.ig  and  s.i\  th.it  llie  .St. 11  Sp.in^led 
ISanner  is  the  only  li.ig  w  ITu  h  can  llo.it  in  this  uniutrw  th.it  no  led 
llag  can  llo.it  an\wheie.  If  we  preach  lh.it  docliiue,  voiii  bo\s  will 
be  ready  to  rush  to  its  defense,  just  .is  we  boys  (.lid,  I  tell  vui  it  is 
now  a  joy  to  us.  when  we  fellows  are  looking  o\er  to  the  other 
shore,  to  feel  tli.it  the  Sons  of  X'eteraiis  are  Coming  up,  that  llie  bovs 
are  coming  up,  and  th.it  the  girls  are  growing  nnue  p.iliiolic  e\eiv 
d.iy.  (iod  bless  )(in,  .iild  don't  forget,  on  all  oicisioiis  like  lliis,  to 
"whoop  her  up"  fin  the  Sl.ir  .Spangled  II. inner. 

The  President  tlieii  said  :  — 

(  )iir  friend  doesn't  seem  to  be  laid  .iway  in  the  gra\e,  if  we  can 
jiidge  by  this  generttl  speech. 

lie  nieiitiimei-l  the  Sinis  of  \T-terans.  Perhaps  some  of  (Uir 
friends  will  remember  that  this  is  an  org.ini/ation  f'.r  the  puipose  id' 
continuing,  in  a  sense,  the  (Iraiid  .\rm\',  when  most  of  th.il  bodv 
sli.dl  ha\e  p.issed  aw  a)  ,  .uul  the  members  are  cmiiposed  of  sons  of 
those  who  took  part  in  the  great  conlbct.  W  e  .lie  unfortuii.ite  in 
not  having  [jresent  with  lis  this  evening  the  ciniiniaiuler-in-chief  of 
the  Sons  of  X'eteraiis,  J.  I!.  Maccabe,  but  we  are  fiutun.ite  in  lia\ing 
another  representati\ e,  who  has  kindly  consented  to  answer  in  his 
place,  and  I  take  gre.it  ple.isiiie  in  inlrodnciiig  to  vmi  (ieorge  \'.  S. 
.M ichaelis,  of  the  .Maine  Division  of  ,S(uis  of  \'etei,ins. 
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Remarks  of  Mr.  Michaelis  :  — 

Mr.  J'ri-iii{<-iit,  fAii/i:-s  iiihl  Ci  iilliiiii-ii  ;  \  am  very  son-y  for  you 
to-iiight  ;  1  can  syiiipalhi/c  with  you  licLausu  I  liave  liail  the  same 
expeiieiice  that  you  aie  goini;  to  ii,i\e.  1  lKi\e  always  wanted  lo 
hear  Mr.  Maccabe,  and  [  ne\  er  have  lieard  liini,  and  1  have  lieard  my- 
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RESIOEf:CE  AND  FLORAL  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  MARTIN  M.  CUMMINGS, 
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Located  on  the  site  wliere  was  the  lirst  post-office  in  Reading,  — a  bricli  building,  which  was 
blown  down  by  the  tornado  cjf  1S57. 


self  when  I  didn't  want  to  hear  myself  again.  I  simply  speak  as  an 
average  Son  of  \'eterans,  and  I  only  say  in  response  to  C;t])tain 
Jack,  that  as  long  as  there  is  a  flag  left  in  this  land,  as  long  as  there 
is  such  a  town  as  Reading,  and  as  long  as  there  is  such  a  man  as 
Captain  Jack,  he  need  not  fear  that  the  .Sons  of  Veterans  will  fail 
to  suppoit  their  country. 

President :  — 

l''rieiuls,  yon  will  recall  that  in  my  introductory  remarks,  1  stated 
that  Keading  looks  with  no  jealous  eye  upon  the  great  prosperity  of 
her  children.  She  remembers  only  with  pleasure  and  pride  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  citizen  whose  name  is  honored  by  one  of  her  chiUlren. 

She  rejoices  that  one  of  her  daughters  possesses  stich  iinri\aletl 
natural  beauty.  Her  two  lakes,  with  the  beautiful  common  sloping 
down  to  one  of  them,  presents  a  scene  not  e(]iiale(l  bv  any  town  in 
the  .Sttite.  It  gives  me  ])le;isure  to  present  the  chairmtm  of  her 
board  of  selectmen,  (  )tis  V.  W'aternian,  Msq. 

Speech  of  Otis  V.  Wateniian,  I'-scj. :  — 

A/r.  Cliiiinnaii,  J.c/it  s  ,iiid  Lii  iillcmcii  :  h'or  the  privilege  ;tnd 
pleasure  of  standing  here  to-night,  I  tetitler  to  niy  Reading  friemls 
and  Wakefield  cimstitttency  tiiv  gtatefitl  thanks.  To  respond  for 
the  town  of  W'akelieUl  upon  this  occasion  is  an  honor  not  to  be 
slightly  estimated,  and  1  ha\'e  but  one  regret  :  I  cannot  hope,  nay, 
even  e.xpect,  to  Ijring  gifts  worthy  of  the  event,  but  must  content  my- 
self witli  a  few  stray  llioughts  hastily  gathered  since  hist  Thursday 
night,  which  though  but  an  hutiible  oft'ering,  is,  I  can  assure  you, 
thrice  willingly  prollered. 

The  brotherhood  of  mati,  my  friends,  is  never  any  better  assured 
than  wbcn  it  gets  its  legs  ttnder  the  same  tablecloth.  From  time 
iinmeinorialj  the  ineeting  and  the  feast  have  been  prolific  sources  of 
inspiration,  and  as  jjereiinial  in  their  ch;ir;icter  as  the  little  (lowers 
that  gladtlen  our  eyes  when  the  warm  and  balmy  breath  of  spring 
disrobes  mother  earth  of  her  winding  sheet  of  snow,  delivers  us  from 
the  botulage  of  winter,  and  amidst  bttrsting  buds  and  vernal  bowers 
reiterates  throttgh  nature  thttt  man  himself  is  immortal. 

We  gather  here  to-night  at  the  culmination  of  our  joint  celebra- 
tion, during  which  the  three  towns  have  vied  with  each  other  in 


rekindling  the  lircs  of  patriotism  on  the  altais  erected  by  our  foie- 
falheis  in  the  p. 1st  .lud  continued  ,ind  perpclu.itcd  into  tlic  li\ing 
piescnt,  and  in  sj)ite  of  llie  rain  we  will  lc,i\c  the  riubcis  liright 
and  glowing,  in  liopt's  tliat  their  fci\ciit  licit  mav  warm  the  lu.nts 
of  the  future  and  unite  llic-in  with  us  in  a  p.itiiolii  ,  li.innonious  bond 
of  iniity  and  kinship. 

'I'o-night  two  liiimlred  and  fifty  biitluLiys  ha\e  marked 
tile  corporate  life  of  am  lent  "  Kediling  "  ;  a  rei  ord  to  be 
proud  of  and  given  to  few  .\meiicaii  coniniiinilics,  and 
we  ha\e  not  only  completed  our  lirsl  century  ol  nation. il 
life,  but  are  well  past  tlie  threshold  of  the  second,  .nid 
on  such  an  occasion  as  this  we  .\ineii(.ans  m.i\'  wc-ll  ,isk 
the  world  to  pause  and  1  on  tc  uipl.il  e  the  si  cue,  while  we 
pi'oudly  point  to  the  bmail  .icies  ot  our  lierit.igc.  and  ,isk 
it  to  sc. in  well  the  contribution  that  as  ,1  n.ition  we  bring 
to  swell  that  niiglitv  tide  of  being  i.illed  nation, il  life. 
Tliat  i.onli  ibiition  is  the  reign  ot  the  l  oinnmn  |)eople. 

I'lidel  the  protecting  folds  of  oiii  lu.itihli-ss  b. inner 
to  night.  si\tv-si\  million  of  freelueii  are  pe.ii  efnlh,  .ivc. 
I  onteiitedlv.  Working  out  tile  problem  of  liuin.iuil  \  —  -  t  lie 
f.i\oied  ihild  of  I  ioil  is  at  List  til  and  1  .111  be  s.ifeU 
triisteil  with  self-go\eriiineiit,  .mil  vou  ma\'  brush  awa\' 
the  diist  that  dims  the  page  of  history  as  you  will,  my 
friends-— nor  liiid  one  ch.ipler  so  deep,  so  signillcint,  so 
eloquent,  aye,  so  iuslriu  ti\  e,  ,is  th.it  presented  in  the  slorv 
of  our  national  lite. 

Through  the  corridors  of  time  the  procession  of  e\eiits 
is  cimstantly  |)assing.  l^veiy  now  and  then  it  pauses  at 
some  one's  door.  It  has  just  so  |).uiseil  at  our  own  just 
long  enough  for  us  to  se,nih  our  records,  ni.ike  up  the 
result  to  ihite  and  publish  it  to  ;i  listening  wiuld,  piepai.i- 
tory  to  0111  being  weighed  anil  nie.isureil  in  the  si, lie  of 
public  ojiiuion. 

All  the  hidden  iuHuences  of  the  past  have  risen  up 
and  spoken,  each  one  telling  of  tlie  |iait  peifoi  ined  in  a  story  replete 
with  sorrow  and  jov,  victory  .mil  ilefe.it,  which  goes  to  m.ike  luir 
hist(.>ry  as  ;i  people,  our  reiord  .is  towns,  and  the  whole  plaiul)  show- 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  W.  PARKER, 
Slimmer  Avenue,  Reading. 

ing  to  the  world  just  what  use  we  have  made  of  the  glorious  lib- 
erties with  which  we  were  endowed  ;it  the  start.  It  is  a  webi'f 
human  existence  woven  by  the  loom  of  tate  wherein  stern  neces- 
sity—  that  which  creates  the  hiw  of  action  —  and  the  strength  and 
weakness  of  human  passions  supply  the  figures  in  the  ilesign. 

I'loni  it  surely  we  shall  be  able  to  forecast  just  how  to  better 
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iuul  sliungllicn  our  immii.ii>al  fuline  ami  gain  the  full  value  of 
"  liiuf." 

\(;\v,  my  friends,  I  winikl  that  1  had  the  tongue  of  eloc|ueiiee, 
that  I  might  eoiiipel  ihouglit  to  lilossom  into  .s])eeLh,  and  gi\'e  all  the 
woul  "  time  "  implies,  for  it  means  as  inueh  In  imniiLipalities  lis  to 
men.     It  telK  us  in  a  word  to  protei  t  and  streni;llien  our  own  future, 


mingles  with  i.onimon  (  lav  in  southern  hatlle  helds  ,  .md  1  should  lie 
false  to  self  and  false  to  them,  should  1,  before  lIo^Ihl;,  f.iil  to 
tribute  to  those  whose  ineniory  we  hallow  to-morrow,  my  ion 
of  the  (ir.ind  Army  ol  Ihe   Uepubln  ,  yes,  and  all  tin.-  gallant 
teers  of  the  X 
who,  knowing  i 


IBI   ^<  I.I 


L  I 


Sri 

F.  ■  ■ 

□  1  1 

■  RESIDENCE  OF  DUDLEY  F,  HUNT, 

Higli  .Street,  Rcxling. 

for  man  builds  to-day  that  upon  whieh  he  stands  to-morrow.  It  is 
(iod's  gift  of  oppoitunit)  fin  faith  to  build  her  foutidations,  for  in- 
tellect to  light  the  |)athwa\'  of  the  centuries,  for  imaginatioti  to  com- 
mand the  future,  for  hne  to  gild  and  hallow  all  that  it  touches,  for 
hope  to  sp.m  eternity,  ,uid  memoi\'  to  store  up  the  past,  and,  either 
as  lommunil)  or  in  iudiviilual,  it  is  an  implied  comniLiml  for  man  to 
li\e  to  his  highest  height,  to  lind  his  highest  inspiration  iji  his 
brother's  welf.ire,  his  own  |)referment  in  the  comnion  weal. 

The  |)articnl.ir  municipalitv  for  wlnnii  I  am  called  upon  to 
responil,  and  one  w  herein  fm-  .i  i|u, liter  of  a  cen- 
luiy  hist  past  1  have  dwelt,  is  one  that  I  lo\e. 
She  was  cmce  ,i  p.iit  of  \ou,  my  Reading  friends  ; 
but,  obedient  to  that  gie.it  law  lliat  separates 
e\en  the  glorious  i  onstellalioiis  that  gem  space  in 
the  spangletl  heaxeiis  as  they  go  their  appiiinted 
rounds  in  the  trackless  skies,  their  silent  footste|)s 
cmly  heard  by  reason's  ear- — tlie  law  of  growth  — 
you  se|)arateil,  ami  near  ime  hundred  ye,irs  ago. 
South  ke.iding,  now  called  \\  akelieki,  was  Ikuii 
and  commenced  her  indi\iilu,il  municipal  life. 

Xatiiie  has  done  much  for  her.  I  never  walk  her 
brotid  titid  beautiful  streets,  nor  i  limb  her  templed 
hills  and  there  look  ilown  upon  her  ImeU  lakes, 
shinimeiing,  glistening,  .' ml  b.isking  in  (iod's  sun- 
shine, like  glittering  diamonds  torralled  in  xeiclure 
—  that  an  unbidden  prayer  of  .idmiialion  and  ex- 
altation does  not  c(nne  welling  up  from  my  heart's 
silent  ilepths,  to  the  soul  of  Nature,  th.il  lie  who 
(loeth  all  things  well,  hath  so  oid, lined  things  that 
it  matters  not  who  does  own  the  musty  p.irclnnent 
deed  that  con\eys  to  one  alone  the  title  to  the 
lovely  hindscape  there  to  be  seen,  for,  thank  (iod, 
the  beauty  it  reveals  is  the  common  property  of 
all  mankitui  ~— as  much  mine  as  his,  my  friemls. 

The  miracles  of  beauty  that  come  from  the  in- 
spired brush  and  chisel  of  the  artist  go  chiefly  into 
the  halls  of  the  wealthy,  —  there  to  be  hidden  from 
the  common  and  ordinary  obser\ations  of  mankind;  but  an  Iiilinite 
Artist  has  profusely  scattered  through  \VakelieUl  ami  her  environs 
miracles  of  beauty  far,  far  trausceiiding  man's  feebler  imitations.  I 
love  the  rugged  honesty  of  her  people,  their  native  kindliness  of 
heart,  their  fi  i  vid  p.it i  iot i--m,  for  in  the  greatest  wai  of  modem  limes 
she  sent  m.iuy  a  patriotic  son  lo  the  front,  who>e  sacicd  dusl  now 


iides 
ilun- 

rth  -  iixing  and  dc.id  licroe-^  of  -,wiu(l  .iiid  pen, 
ilv  dul\'  in  'III,  ihrew  llie  g.iuullct  down  lo  f.iU\  .ind 
ill  a  baptism  ol  blood  g,i\'e  to  freedom  liL'r>etoiid 
bn  lhd.iy  . 

l,o\c  will  speak  lo  us  on  the  iniurow  Ihun 
countless  nameless  gr,i\  es,  .\orlh  .iiid  .South.  .\,iuie- 
less,  did  I  s.iy  ?  .\ay,  neithei  nameless  mn  for- 
gotten. The  han<l  of  man  will  ue\ er  decoi  ,ile  I  hem, 
but  an  inlinite  (  lod,  in  i  Iniiacteis  of  li\  iug  light,  h.is 
written  the  word  "patriot  "  on  e.u  h  (me,  thus  pei- 
m.inenll)  and  su Ifn.  ieiit  1\  marking  .iml  decoj  .iiing 
ihein  ill  more  ih.ni  regal  splendor.  W'e  ,ire  linger- 
ing on  llie  idd  llin-shold  ol  time,  in\'  frieiiiU,  eie  we 
p,i--s  il,  a  moment,  .iiicl  then  e.n  h  mie  sep.iiating 
goe-.  his  own  devious  w.iv  in  life's  uneven  ioiiiiiev. 
to  put  his  shoulder  t(j  the  wheel  .nid  move  the 
i.ir  of  |)rogress  up  and  down  the  lenglli  .iiiil  bie.idlh 
of  this  f.iir  l.iiul  ;  then  not  in  llie  p.isl,  bul  in  the 
fiilnie,  must  every  lile  be  lived  not  for  lowiis, 
nor  self  .done,  but  for  the  millions  vet  unborn 
who  are  coming  to  keep  step  to  the  niusii.  i,f  ihe 
I'etler.il  L'liion. 

.\  liv  ing,  eiulless,  ev  erlasting  i  Iniin  doth  bind 
created  souls  to  the  mightv  he. ill  of  all.  Hv  it 
nnm,  groping  in  the  mists  of  donbi  .md  uik  ert.iintv , 
tinds,  grasps,  and  is  sustained  bv  the-  oulslrelchctl  li.ind  of  his  great 
(.'reator.  This  living  prim  iple  w.is  the  verv  soul  ol  thai  f.imous 
watchw  (U  (1  .md  countersign,  which  embodied  it,  of  the  Ki' v  ol  ii  I  ion, 
"  LInitei.1  we  stand,  tlivided  we  fall." 

h'tom  the  lips  of  our  levobilion.irv  siies  —  those  sentries  of  ihe 
past— -along  hereditaiv  lines  this  ccninlcrsi_t;u  has  i.oriie  into  the 
l)osse.ssion  of  the  liv  ing  |nesenl.     It  is  ours,  .md  from  .im  icut  "  Ked- 
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le  lines 


ding"  glorilied  to  night,  we  vvil 
ing;  of  the  future  not  only  of  .i  natiim.  bul  for  .i  world. 


the  keep- 
1  that  Ihe 
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fathers  of  the  fuliire  m.iy  pi. ml  it  in  the  he.irls  of  their  children  to 
grow  with  their  growth,  .md  blossom  into  the  belief  th.it  their 
country  is  their  first  mothei  :  so  tli.it  when,  perch.ince  the  sweet  .iiid 
noble  spirit  of  liberty  shall  any w  here  be  found  f.iint-heai  led  .md  sad, 
sitting  by  llie  w.iU-is  of  grief  compkiining,  she  niav  g.ilher  cimrage, 
gird  heisell  in  .irnioi,  .iiid  go  forth  lo  se.dc  ihose  heights  ol  time 
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'l^WO  ITTTNORKD  AND  FrpTIKTIT  ANNI VKRSARY 


ANDREW  MOWES  was  Itir  more  than  twenty  years  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Readini;'.  lie 
was  born  in  Ciiatliam,  Mass.,  August  25,  icS2ri,  heint;'  the 
son  of  Collins  and  Rhoda  Howes,  and  the   sixth  of  a 
family  of  ten  children.     He  was  a  descendant  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  Howes,  who  came  to  New  England  from  the 
mother  country  in  1637,  and  were  tlie  ancestors  of  a  very 
numerous  race,  among  whom  are  many  occupying  jiosi- 
tions  of  honor  in  various  parts  of  the  countr)'.  Andrew 
obtained  such  education  as  the  little  red  schoolhouse  of 
his  native  district  furnished,  and  for  awhile  attended  a 
country  academy,  such  a  one  as  could  be  found  in  many 
Massachusetts  towns  prior  to  the  era  of  the  establishment 
of  public  high  schools.     He  was  fortunate  in  having  for 
an  instructor,  a  portion  of  the  time,  a  man  of  very  supe- 
rior natural  endowments,  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train,  after- 
wards  Attorney-General  of 
Massachusetts.    At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  left  home, 
and,  sailing  from  Boston,  he 
went  to   Charleston,  S.  C, 
and  thence  to  London,  Eng- 
land, and  home  again.  Not 
liking  the  sea  well  enough  to  , 
make  navigation  his  business 
for  life,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  entered  upon  an  appren- 
ticeship to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  ship-joiner  at  East  Boston, 
Mass.,    and     served  three 
years.      July    29,    1849,  he 
married    Mary   S.   Vose,  of 
ISoston,  daughter  of  'I'homas 
.S.  and   Mary  Vose.  Mrs. 
Vose,  her  mother,  afterwards 
lived  many  years  in  Reading, 
having  become  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Holbrook,  whom  she 
long  survived.     Upon  mar- 
riage, tlie  young  couple  set- 
tled in  Essex,  Mass.,  which 
was  then  largely  engaged  in 
ship-building.     In   the  year 
1857,    business  becoming 

dull,  he  sold  his  Essex  home,  tools,  and  business,  and 
purchased  the  express  route,  which  was  then  established 
between  North  Reading,  Reading,  and  Boston,  and  set- 
tled in  Reading.  Within  a  year,  he  sold  the  express  busi- 
ness and  entered  the  ship  chandlery  and  grocery  store  of 
Snow  Ryder,  lioston.  In  1864,  he  became  a  partner 
with  E.  H.  Ryder  «.V  Co.  They  continued  to  carry  on 
the  business  till  the  fall  of  1867,  when  it  was  disposed  of 
and  the  firm  dissolved.  The  following  spring  he  became 
connected  with  the  establishment  of  H.&c  G.  W.  Lord, 
Commercial  Street,  Boston.    With  them  he  still  remains. 

On  coming  to  Reading,  he  joined  the  Universalist 
society,  and  with  his  wife  and  four  children  became 
deeply  interested  in  tlie  Sunday  school  and  the  l)enevolent 
operations  of  the  society.  He  held  the  position  of  super- 
intendent of  the  school  for  several  years.    In  all  public 


ANDREW  HOWES 


and  literary  entt'rtainments  of  ihe  societ}'  he  al\va)s  [onk 
a  leading  part,  and  was  especially  pioininent  in  llu-  mow- 
ment  which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  jjresent  etiillce 
on  Main  Street.  I  )uring  the  war  he  aided  the  I'nion 
cause  as  lie  was  ,d)le,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Spear 
(uiards  who  drilled  under  Lieut.  Willi, ini  I'loctor,  but 
were  ne\er  called  into  acti\'e  ser\'ice.  rcjiitically,  he 
always  acted  with  the  republicans,  except  when  his  sym- 
]3athy  with  some  great  nior.\l  mox'ement  induced  him  to 
temporarily  all\'  himself  with  some  other  party.  Sucli, 
however,  was  the  conlidence  of  all  jiarties  in  his  integrity 
and  ability  that  they  nominated  and  elected  him  to  the 
legislature,  although  he  was  absent  on  a  trip  to  the  prov- 
inces at  the  time.  He  serv  ed  during  the  session  of  1875, 
but  did  n(jt  remain  in  politics.  In  the  public  scliools  and 
all  literar}'  gatherings  he  took  a  deep  interest,  meeting 

every    fortnight    with  the 
.;■       •:  ,   •  Social  Readers,  an  organiza- 

■  tion  for  mutual  benelit.  'I'he 

demands  of    business  com- 
'   ,  pelled    him   to  remove  his 

residence  to  Boston,  where  he 
-V  now  resides.     He  still  main- 

tains his  interest  in  the 
reforms  of  the  da)',  keeping 
open  house  for  meetings  of 
those  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  luunanit}'.  He  has 
entered  into  the  C'hautau(iua 
mox'ement  for  home  educa- 
tion with  a  great  deal  of 
zeal ;  was  head  of  a  class 
graduating  in  1891,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  Hurlburl 
Circle,  C.  L.  S.  C,  of  East 
Boston.  Mrs.  Howes  has 
'  ■,  .dways  been  an  enthusiastic 
coadjutor  with  him  in  all  his 
literary  and  reforni  ideas,  and 
since,  from  the  maturity  of 
their  children,  family  cares 
ha\-e  rested  less  hea\'il\'  n\)<jn 
her,  she  has  taken  a  very 
prominent  position  upon  the 
public  platform  as  an  advocate  of  temperance  reform, 
addressing  large  audiences  most  acceptably  and  gaining 
a  wide  reputation.  She  is  also  intimately  associated  with 
the  leading  advocates  of  woman  suffrage,  a  cause  dear 
to  the  hearts  of  both  when  the  friends  of  the  movement 
were  few  and  generally  mentioned  with  derision.  They 
iiave  had  six  children,  Mary  Holbrook,  wife  of  Henry 
Robinson,  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  town,  Andrew 
Newell,  also  of  Reading,  who,  as  well  as  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  1-lobinson,  are  members  of  the  Municipal  Light 
Hoard  ami  hold  other  important  positions,  Lyman 
Francis,  Addie  lilanchard,  who  married  Cyrus  E.  Pierce 
and  died  in  1881,  and  who  is  remembered  for  her 
sweetness  ami  skill  as  a  vocalist,  Carrie  Weeks,  anti 
(Jeorge  iulwin,  who  graduated  from  llarwinl  ( 'ollege  in 
the  year  1886. 


/l./l 
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liioniing  above  tlic  hdiizon  nf  tliu  future,  .intl  which,  cvlii  now, 
inviting  licr  lo  tlieir  future  iicLUp.iliDn. 


The  President  then  introdiicecl  Mi'.  Ftlwaril  .\. 
Iienter,  of  Nortii  Reading,  as  follows  :  — 


Cat- 


1  1^ 

RESIDENCE  Oh  DAVID  H.  KENDALL,, 
High  StrcLt,  KL-ading. 

Hon.  (leorge  A.  Marden  was  not  alile  to  he  |)re>ent  during  iIk; 
day,  and  lias  not  l)een  lieie  lliis  evening.  Anotlier  name  u.is  uniu 
tentionally  left  oti  (jf  tlie  piograni  ;  I  thouglit  it  was  on  tlie  piogiani 
until  I  reae'hetl  the  hall  lliis  e\ening.  W  e  h.i\e  liere  a  representa- 
tive from  our  d.iughter  town  of  Wakefield.  We  Leitaiiily  shall  not 
leave  out  our  other  d.uighler  town  of  Xorth  Ke.iding. 

North  keailiiig  has  eiilereil  into  this 
united  lelehiation  with  nii )i e  I li an  f ralern.il 
s])irit.  She  h.is  more  than  done  her  ])ait, 
and  we  are  \  ery  scn  ry  indeed  th.it  on  ae- 
Kuinl  of  the  r.iin  she  did  not  li.i\e  the 
full  opporlunily  to  show  wli.it  she  h.id 
done.  It  gi\es  me  great  pleasure  to  intro- 
duce to  you  one  of  ihe  selectmen  of  th.il 
town,  also  a  ni.m  interested  in  Ihe  hank  of 
Keadiiig  as  one  of  its  directors,  Mr.  I'..  .\. 
(  aipenter. 


Ill  the  1. lie  NWir  of  ihe  Rehellion   ihe  c(jiuhict  of  this  town  w.rs 
h  .is  1  .1111  proud  lo  rei  ord,     I  ler  peopli-  sluod  e.iilv  .ind  i  on^t.iiit 
liy  the  goMinniciil   .nul  by  liie  piiiniples  ..f  iini\ei>.d  liheilv;  in 
delense  of  w  liich  she  si  rained  e\  er\'  energy,  under  i  iix  nnisl.ini  es  of 
eiuliarrassnieiil   iiol  shared        m.iiu  other  sc-aioiis  of  the  M.ilc-,  lull 
still    iipw.ird    and  oiiu.ud   lo  ihe  lin.il   \iclonis,  she 
,   .„.  answered  the  calls  ot  ihe  \\.ir,  filled  her  (pK.l.i,  .ind 

ne\ei  fill  hehiud  Ihe  e\.iniple  of  largei  .nul  niou- 
l.iMired  tiiwus.  hiiim  ihis  little  loinniunil)  .ilone  weiil 
forth  one  hundred  .ind  l\\el\e  of  her  lir,i\esl  sous. 

\orlh  Uculing  h.is  .dw,i\s  liei'ii  true  lo  the  i.iiise 
o|  education,  and  I  l)elie\e  lli.il  Ihert.'  i^  no  om  thing 
in  whiih  its  I  iti/eiis  feel  a  ih.'eper  inleie  -|  tli.in  in  its 
schools.  (liiod  si_  111 )( ilhoiises  h.i  \  e  .il »  .1)  s  been  pro- 
\  iiled  ,ind  ni.ule  .i  1 1 1  .ic  I  i  \  e,  goi  >d  te.u  h  ei  s  h.i\  ebeen 
sought  .ind  obtainetl,  money  Ins  been  .ippropri.ited 
willioiil  ^liiit  to  ni.d<e  cuir  si  hooK  .i  simess  ,ind  .m 

 •         lionnr   to    the    town;   .mil  during  llie    last    sen  oiu' 

schools  h,i\  e  been  c onsi  .lid.il  ed,  iluhh  eii  truui  ,i  dis- 
l.iiice  being  Ir.uisported  in  b.irges.  I  o  da\  we  ha\e 
.1  syslem  of  g railed  si  lioi iK,  thus  giving  to  our  i  hildreii, 
I  lielieie,  .is  gooil  eiliication.il  .idianl.iges  .is  ihose 
of  many  .i  l.ii  ger  tow  ii. 

Now,  our  town  is  small  and  its  \  .du.itio]i  liglil,  \el 
we  ha\e  thirly-si.\   miles  of   public   ro.ul,  .nid  those 
ro.ids  are  geiiei.dly  in  good  tr.iv  eling  londilion.     ^  htv 
publii    buildings   .ue   alw.ivs  well   i.ired  for,  .iiul  lliev 
.u  e  kept   so  bec.uisc-  our  popul.il  ii  in,  the  bulk  of  il, 
is  in.ide  up  ot  indusi  ri'iUs,  h.ii 1 1-w  ork iiig  f .iriiiers. 
(  )iir  industries  .ire  limited,  bill  wliat  we  have  are  in  the  h.iiids  of 
men  of  .ibilit\   .nul  pu^h.  '  -\ii(l  I   wish  lo  sa}'  jii^t  here.  Ih.il,  .d- 
thougli  .\oith  Ke.idiiig  isn't  llie  kirgesi  town  in  this  c  ommon  w  e.dl  h, 
yet  1  lielie\e   thai,  .n  cording  to  ils  leirilory,  ils  wciltli,  .iiid  popiiki- 
lion,  t.iking  into  .icciuinl   its  hick  of  lailio.id  f.iiihlies,  il  i.iiiks  well 
with  low  lis  of  its  si/e  in  I  his  i  om  nuui  w  call  li .     Muring  .ill  I  hese  h.iril 


Speech  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Carpenter  :- 


J//:  /'/li/i/ij//,  /-/viV/iA,  ii/zi/  l-illo',<- 
liliviis :  It  is  with  a  great  ile.d  of  reluc- 
tance, after  listening  to  the  eloiiuence  of 
those  w  ho  ha\  e  preceded  me,  th.it  I  assume 
to  say  an)thiiig  which  may  be  pleasant 
or  of  interest  to  ymi  ;  but  in  response  to 
the  pre.sident  of  the  e\  eniiig,  the  duly  seems 
to  devolve  upon  me  lo  say  a  few  words  in 
behalf  of  Xorth  Reading.  W  Idle  1  make 
no  pretensiims  to  or.itory  or  ])iiblic  speak- 
ing, yet  I  hojie  I  shall  alw.iys  be  ready  to 
stand  u])  and  speak  a  wonl  in  her  praise. 

Fifty  years  ago  North  Reading  was  a 
part  of  the  old  town  of  Reading.  In  the 
year  1X5,3,  for  reasons  which  were  con- 
sidered good,  the  town  was  divided,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  present,  .North 
Reading  has  stood  indeiieiident  .iiid  alone. 

Without  pretense  to  fame,  she  has  respondetl  to  every  reipilsition 
of  peace  or  war.  It  has  at  all  times  kept  its  stej),  sometimes 
feeble,  but  at  all  times  aceoixliiig  to  ils  ability,  to  the  march  of 
public  enlerprise.  In  the  grand  resiills  of  this  day  she  appears  as  .1 
part  of  the  original  municip.dity,  .isking  no  higher  renown  than  to  be 
ereilited  in  every  eniergeiiey  as  honest, .faithful,  and  true. 


RESIDENCE  OF  E.  FRANK  AMSDEN, 
Wdljiun  Sireut,  Ke.rdiiig. 

times  and  hn.iiuial  depression,  when  in  larger  towns  manufactories 
Inue  h.ul  to  shut  ilown.  hibiu'  has  been  unemploved,  relief  associa- 
tiims  lia\e  sprung  up,  sulleriiig  and  w.iiit  ha\e  been  seen  on  ever\ 
li.ind,  \  el,  so  1,11  .Is  our  own  tow  11  is  i  oni  ei  lu'd,  I  1  .111  I  iiiK  s,i\  1  h.a 
nol  (Ule  ills!,. line  ol  this  kind  li.is  lome  lo  niv  e.iis,  .mil  I  believe 
that  theie  is   nol  one  f.iniily  in  ils  midst  who  h.ive  sulleied  for  llie 


.1  >r'-;aK;ii 


r:  /  • '  I  i.i.i  : 
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'I'WD  IlirN'DRlCD  ANM)  FI  I'Tl  l/II  1  AN  N  J  ^' I'lRSA  R \' 


wanl  i)f  fiiuil.  \()\v,  it  sl-lihs  Iu  mc  that  lliis  i>  a  icLditl  in  which 
\vu  may  well  lujoice. 

'^hi^  Ikt^  licL-ii  a  day  uf  (li^apiJointniLMit  to  many,  a  (hiy  of  enjoy 
inent  to  others;  yet  1  helieNe  tliat  this  joint  celeljiation  will  ha\e  a 


RESIDENCE  OF  HENRY  ROBINSON, 
•  '     ' '•  Wobiiiii  StrCL-i,  Kcadins. 

leiultMRy  111  make  us  better  men,  better  wiimen,  better  frieiuK,  bet- 
ter neigiibins,  and  better  lili/ens. 

Hon.  Horace  (1.  W'adliii  was  then  introduced  by  the 
President  in  these  words  ;  — 

()nr  pilj^rim  ancestins  weie  primaiilv  men  of  aetiun.  That,  1 
think,  is  illustrated  by  the  )ie\t  exereisc,  under  the  head  of  "in- 
dustries." It  will  be  j^iven  bv  a  gentleman  whom  the  town  has 
,d\\ays  delighted  to  honur,  who  h.is  never  undert.d-cen  anything  that 
he  h.is  not  earried  out.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  introduce  to 
)(m  the  I  Iciii.  II.  (  ;.  W  adlin. 

S|ieecli  of  Hon.  Horace  ().  Wadlin:  — 


.I//-.  /'/  ,  :    'I'he   sold   of   w  it   is   brev  ity.     I  am 

remiinled  of  that  at  this  late  hour.  I  e.m,  1  thiid<,  no 
better  repay  the  attention  which  you  have  .ilways  gi\en 
me  than  to  make  what  I  ha\e  to  say  .it  this  moment  \  ery 
brief. 

I  .im  asked  to  speak  of  the  industries  of  Reading. 
There  was  ,i  time  when  Ke.uling  was,  in  a  degree,  the 
metropiilis  of  the  three  towns.  It  was  the  center  lo 
which  the  residents  of  .Sunth  Reading  and  .\orth  Read- 
ing came  to  pinchase  their  linery  in  dress,  in  millinery, 
in  all  personal  adornment.  Th.it  |)ast  I  remember  as  a 
boy,  when,  upon  the  site  of  this  block,  I'litnam's  stole, 
having  niuler  one  roof  se|)arate  departments  devoted  to 
dry  goods,  millinery,  clothing,  fiirnitnre,  and  groceries, 
was  the  leading  establishment  in  this  vicinity.  That  was 
the  day  when  Syl\ ester  liarnden's  old  mill  occupied  the 
post  of  honor  and  coign  of  \'antage  at  the  head  of  Haven 
.Street. 

We  ha\e  heard  much  during  the  e.xercises  of  the  week 
of  men  of  Reading  whom  we  honor  for  bravery  upon  the 
lield.  '•  I'eace  hath  her  \  ictories  no  less  renowned  than 
w;ir,"  .mil  1  think  our  celebration  would  not  litly  pass 
into  history  without  a  tribute  to  the  captains  of  industry 
of  that  early  day,  men  whose  interests  were  bound  up  with  the  in 
terests  ol  the  town,  who  were  laying  along  the  lines  of  iiulustrv  aiu 
trade,  the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  to  which  we  h,i\e  succeeded 

1  recall  ilarnden  and  .\mbrose  Kingman,  who,  1  believe,  was  the 


f.ither  (if  the  c.iliini't  iuduslrv  m  Ke.iding,  and  his  biolhci,  llcurv 
Kingm.m;  l)insmiire  .iiul  (irnu.uil,  I'.iiker,  I  l.u  lulder,  I'm.nn,  .mil 
(ithers  ei|U.dlv  In  nn  n  ,ible,  who,  in  the  d.iNs  befiue  the  w.ir.  csl.ib- 
lisheil  .mil  inainlainid  the  Ihrimig  i.ibiuet  iuduslrv  which  the  w.ir 
cut  off. 

Keading's  induslries  began  when  our  f.ilheis  l.iid  the  a.xe  at  ihe 
root  of  the  tree  whose  timber  w,|s  lo  sliellei"  iheni  in  ihu  eail\  \e.Us, 
and  when  jnhu  I'ihiIc  w.is  granted  silrs  fm  his  mills,  so  Ih.il  Ue.id- 
ing,  as  described  bv  ihe  am  ic-nl  writeis,  -'halh  two  mills,  ihe  one  .i 
saw  mill,  Ihe  other  ,i  corn  mill,  w  hii  li  sl.inil  on  t  w  o  se \  ci  ,d  si  1 1  a n is." 
They  continiieil  later,  when  I'liomas  11 1  o w  ne,  I  hr  dish  I  iii  lu-i ,  ■■  li al  h 
tree  libeit\'  "  to  till  tii'cs  in  piirsii.iin  e  ol  his  tr.idi  ,  ,iiid  when  jon.i- 
Ih.m  l',.iton  w.is  HI. luted  spei  i.d  pii\ileges  lli.il  he  might  lonie  nilo 
town  anil  pursue  the  tiaile  of  a  shoem.ikcr,  beginning  lliiis  ih.il  in- 
ilustiv  which  in  l.iler  times  was  lonlinned  bv  I'.phi.rnii  I'aiker, 
I'hiiie.is  Sweetser,  1  >,iniel  I  t.iinou,  1  i.iniel  t  liute,  I  eiii|iK-,  I'r.ill, 
l^phraini  Weston,  I'erkins,  .\dilen.  Iloldeii,  11.  h'.  W  eston,  .S| il I ui.lh 
I'arker,  Thomas  Sweetser,  < 'ongin,  Koswell  Temple,  .mil  iii.iiu 
others,  iiuluding  our  old  friend  .X.illi.m  ll.incrofl.  who  (or  ni,iii\ 
years  has  been  iileiililied  with  it  here. 

Who  shall  say  wh.it  eminent  men  in  our  country's  .inn. lis  ni.u 
have  protected  their  he.iils  in  h.ils  ol  Re.iding  ni.in uf .u  I  ii  1 1  ,  possiMy 
in  the  silk  high  h.it  said  to  h.i\e  been  iinenleil  liv  N.ilh.m  \\  eston 
rime,  in  its  daily  march  .iroiind  the  globe,  has  been  measured  li\ 
clocks  of  Reading  m. ike,  the  mimes  of  I'latI  .inil  I'losl  being  con 
nected  with  this  iniliistry.  .Some  of  \iiu  ma)  peril. ips  reniendier 
whc-n  \\  iUi.nn  W'ightman  m.iile  coach  lace  here.  Then,,  lou.  w.is 
Thomas  .\ppletiin,  whose  org. ins  were,  ,is  it  w.is  s.iid,  like  himself, 
"honest  clear  through,'  .mil  Samuel  Pierce,  who,  since  liegiiiniiig 
heie  the  m.iiuifactnre  of  org, in  pi])es  in  1.S47,  li.is  prospered  cnn- 
sl ,iull\ ,  gi\ ing  emidoymeiil  to  many,  .mil  still  remaining  with  us. 
\<ir  should  we  forget  I'ristr.im  I  .ittletielil,  who  beg. in  the  in, mill. ic- 
tine  of  tinware  in  Reading  111  1.S4:;.  These  .lie  some  of  the  n.inies 
that  should  be  honoreil  here  to-night. 

I''iiends,  there  are  ni.my  who  legiet  ihe  p.issing  of  the  d.i\  when 
industrv  was  conducted  on  Ihe  old  lines,  anil  our  sireel-  were  Idled 
with  biisv  workmen,  lint  to  da\  the  proiliicl  ut  ihe  iiiiliistiies  of 
Reading  is  gre.itei  than  .it  .iny  lime  in  the  past.  Tlies  .lie  now 
conducted  with  less  outward  slii,  liy  the  .lid  of  whining  wheels, 
under  the  power  of  sle.im.  I'lie  cli.mge  m.irks  the  ililleieiice  be- 
tween Ihe  old  time  .inil  the  new.  Judge  Ikiiuioll  h.is  >.iiil  ihal  in 
the  old  ilavs  men  were  indepeiiilenl.  That  is  Hue.  Ihe)  hewed 
their  own   limber,  buill   tor  ihemsehes  the  roofs  tli.il  g.i\e  lliein 


RESIDENCE  OF  ALFRED  G.  CARTER, 
I      crhill,  i,i»riier  I'Vaiikliii  Sticc-i,  Ki^.ulin.i;. 

shelter.  Their  waxes  fashioneil  their  rough  clothing  from  the  lleeie 
of  their  own  Mocks.  lint,  independent  as  ihey  were,  ihey  were  not 
yet  awaki'.  to  the  possibilities  of  progress.  I'or  it  is  mil  .is  one 
staiuls  entirely  inilepenileni,  but  r.ilher  as  he  comes  closel)  into  con- 


I 


oi'  'nil':  ANci town  oi'  ri'.ddin'c. 


tail  wilh  lii-^  fillow-^,  s(i  llial,  ell)i>\v  Id  elliow,  lie  may  Imuh  hi-, 
biolhfi  aroiiiul  the  woilil,  that  individual  ami  scjcial  devcd(j|imunt 
l)L-LOniL-s  ])()ssiblu.  In  this  dexcli ipniL-nl  tliL-  iiKidcrn  organisation 
of  industry  lias  an  important  place. 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  R.  tvlORGAN, 
,  .       ,         Siminier  Avenue,  Reading". 

Mr.  Fred  Hatch  was  then  introduced  in  the  follow- 
ing; words : — 

President  :  — 

'I'he  next  speaker  of  the  e\  eiiing  is  put  down  here  under  the  head  of 
"  \'e  Ancient  Town."  lie  is  now  one  ot  the  fathers  of  the  town, 
hut  1  want  to  introduce  him  as  my  agricultural  friend.  1  think  tliis 
mornin<;  1  saw  a  little  silent  enjoyment  in  his  eye  when  thinking  of 
his  grass  and  how  it  would  grow  in  the  morning's  rain.  1  woidcl 
like  to  spe.ik  of  hi"^  per-,cMial  industry,  lint  it  would  take  too  long  for 
me  to  tell  vou  regarding  hi-,  woik,  especially  his  shirt-sleeve  work,  if 
I  may  call  it  that  ■  and  if  anv  of  you  were  in  W'akeliekl  yesterday, 
you  will  reiilemhei  how  he  spoke  of  ha\ing  the  hen  fever  a  huig 
time  ago.  lie  Ikcs  linallv  got  o\ei  the  hen  fever.  lie  will  now 
speak  for  himself  and  tell  u-.  wh.a  soit  of  disease  ravages  his  mind 
and  Innlv  at  the  pi"e-.ent  time,  .ind  1  introduce  to  vou  one  of  the 
f.ithers  of  the  town,  Mr.  I'led  W.  II. itch. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  iMed  W.  Hatch  ;  — 

i  iiilii  Cinilli-iiii-ii,  Ml  .  /'i,'M</,  ii/:  The  disease  that  .iltlicts  me 
w  hen  1  am  placed  in  i  iic  umst.Lnces  like  these,  ,ind  our  I'resident 
has  cluiige  ot  the  proceedings,  is  panic.     (Laughter  and  applairse.) 

When  I  ghnued  over  this  program  to-niglit,  commencing  at  the 
rear  end,  fm  th.it  i>  wheie  1  should  he  referred  to,  if  anvwiiere,  I 
recogni/ed  vour  president  in  the  very  brief  lines  that  followed  mv 
name  — 

"  Zounds!     I  was  never  so  betliumped  with  worils 
.Since  I  lirst  called  mv  brother's  father  ilad." 

To  be  suie,  he  has  disguised  himself  under  the  assimied  authoiilv 
"  King  John,"  Shakespeaie.  I  never  locd<  .my  great  interest  in  this 
discussion  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  works  ascribed  to  .Shake- 
speare, but  1  shall  take  an  interest  in  it  after  this.  1  shall  he  a  liv  ing 
autliority  on  the  subject,  for  1  have  discovereil  a  new  chiimaiit  foi- 
that  honor.  1  hardly  think  that  this  was  strictly  original  with  him. 
I  think  he  must  have  borrowed  the  idea  ami  changed  a  few  words. 
It  apjiears  to  me  that  some  schoolboy  must  have  muttered  some- 
thing like  that  as  he  passed  away  from  an  interview  with  his  teacher, 
"Zounds!  I  was  never  so  l)ethumpe(l  with  the  rattan  since  1  liist 
called  my  brother's  father  datl."  That  idea  must  have  been  the 
original  of  this  poem.  Hut,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  l';.\-(  Wiveriior 
boutwell  said,  you  must  not  believe  all  he  says;  he  doesn't  mean 
half  of  it.     lie  is  like  a  good  cili/eii  we  had  in  the  city  of  Chelsea, 


wlicrc  I  formrilv  livail.  lie  w.is  a  vciv  prol.inc  m.ni.  h^virvonc 
liked  him,  but  he  w.is  .iddicled  to  prot.milv.  \ovv,  tinj  stcnv  is,  th.il 
iHie  day  he  vv.is  going  along  the  streel,  .ind  he  met  a  veiy  esteemed 
triend  of  his,  .i  good  pieaiher.  Tliev  walked  down  llie  sheet  to- 
gether, .md  Ihi-.  m.iii  comnu  ncrd  in  liis  usual 
way.  llisgi>od  friend  s.i)  s,  ■•  h'r.mk,  t'lMuk, 
you  must  not  swear  so,  v,ou  mu>l  ui>t  swe.ii 
so;  1  tlon't  like  to  hear  you."  ■■Uless  vou, 
doctiu',  1  dcm'l  mc.m  .mv  more  bv  mv  swell- 
ing 111. in  vou  do  bv  your  pi.iviiig." 

I  think  this  to\\  11,  "  \'  e  ,  \  lu  ii  ii t  '  to w  ii,"  is 
a  piettvold  one,  .iiid  1  mii;!!!  be  p.iriliuied 
for  declining  to  speak.  1  think  I  h.id  better 
take  my  wile's  .ulviie  :  "lliui't,  hied,  s.iv 
anything  to-uighl."  "Hut  vou  kiuiw  the 
hoys  will  waul  me  to  say  something  fmiuv." 
"Well,"  she  s.ivs,  "the  funniest  ihing  vou 
could  do  would  be  to  go  to  sm  li  .in  on  asion 
as  that  and  sav  nothing."     ( I  .augli ter.) 

.\fter  a  selection  1)}'  the  orclu;stra 
tlie  I'resident  said  :  -- 

If  there  is  .invlhing  that  Massachusetts  is 
noted  for,  it  is  iu>t,  .is  the  ii-pi esen I ,il i v  e  to 
thetieneral  ('oiiit  s.iid,  tor  liei  .igriciiltuie, 
but  rather  foi  her  men  .lud  liei women.     W  e 
also  have  near  us  a  neiglibiuing  St.itc  that 
is  not  specially  noted  for  the  tertililv  of  its 
soil,  but  h.is  alw.ivs  been  noted,  and  is  to-d.i),  tor  the  iiilegiitv  of 
its  people  ;  and  it  gives   me  great   ple.isure  to  iiilrodiiie  to  vou  ,i 
gentlem.in  who  h.ippens  to  be  with  lis  lo-d.i),  h..\-(  io\ einoi  ImiMlell, 
of  \ ew  1 1  .impshiie. 

Speecil  of  K.\-Go\'ernor  ("loodell  :  -  - 

Mi\  L'liiiiniiaii,  I Aiilit-s  aiul  (icii/lt'iihii  :  It  seems  hardiv  f.iii  fur 
me,  an  outsider,  to  take  u|5  yoni   time  this  evening,  and  I  will  onlv 


RESIDEtxICE  OF  SAMUEL  VVINSHIP, 
I,;if.iyelle  Street,  W.ikeficld. 

say  a  few  words.  1  h.id  an  invitation  from  your  committee  simie 
Weeks  ;igo  to  attend  this  i  elebr.ition,  prob.iblv  because  mv  early 
ancestors  were  loc.Ued,  about  the  time  this  town  w,is  org,iiii/ed. 
ill  the  town,  now  city,  of  .S.deni.  My  immediate  ancestors  .iiiil  mv- 
self  were  all  born  in  the  State  of  -\ew  llampshire. 
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AlvECORl)  of  our  piomiiicnt  citizens,  past  and  pres- 
ent, would  be  incomplete  witiiout  a  portrait  and 
sketcii  of  tiie  life  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Giles  'I'emple,  or  more 
familiarly  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Reading  as  "Aunt 
Sarah."  She  was  l)orn  in  Windliam,  N.  H.,  Nov.  26, 
1805,  her  maiden  name  being  Sarah  (i.  Hemphill.  Siie 
came  to  Reading  in  1825,  and  was  married  May  25,  1830, 
to  Mr.  Mark  M.  Temple.  Later  on,  this  worthy  couple 
came  to  be  recognized  and  addressed  as  "  Uncle  Mark  " 
and  "Aunt  Sarah."  A  son  and  daughter  were  born  to 
them,  both  of  whom  died  in  their  youth.  Aunt  Sarah 
was  a  remarkable  woiuan  both  physically  and  mentally. 
In  her  early  married  life  her  home  cares  were  many,  they 
taking  the  old  homestead,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  James  VV. 
Roberts,  on  Summer  Avenue,  and  the  care  of  the  aged 
parents,  and  other  rehitives  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to 
have  a  home  to  go  to  in 
sickness  ;  yet  her  robust 
health  enabled  her  to  do 
whatever  her  kind,  generous, 
noble  heart  prom])ted  for  the 
good  of  others.  Living  in 
an  age  when  professional 
nurses  were  unknown,  and 
neighbors  and  friends  were 
relied  on  to  assist  in  sick- 
ness, her  services  were  e\'er 
sought  and  freely  rendered 
at  births,  in  sickness,  and  at 
funerals,  when  the  last  sad 
rites  were  performed,  giving 
sympathy  and  consolation  to 
those  in  atlliction.  She  said 
that  she  kept  an  account  of 
the  births  at  which  she  oHi- 
ciated,  either  in  the  capacity 
of  doctor  or  nurse,  until  the 
number  reached  one  hundred, 
when  she  lost  count.  Being 
of  a  cheerful  disposition, 
quiet  and  calm  in  her  ways, 
and  of  sound  judgment,  she 
was  an  ever  welcome  visitor, 
counsellor,  and  friend.  She 

was  a  true  Christian  woman,  a  valued  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  until  the  infirmities  of  age 
prevented,  was  always  an  active  worker.  She  joined  the 
choir  at  its  organization  and  continued  in  it  many  years, 
and  for  a  long  time  was  president  of  the  Ladies'  Circle, 
lieing  a  very  ready  speaker,  she  could  be  relied  on  to 
address  an  audience  extemporaneously  and  effectively,  as 
occasion  recpiired.  Though  decided  in  her  own  religious 
convictions,  she  was  in  advance  of  her  time  in  toleration 
of  the  opinions  of  others,  never  allowing  difference  of 
religious  views  to  interfere  with  personal  friendships. 
She  possessed  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  talent  of  organ- 
izing and  directing,  and  was  the  accepted  leader  in  what- 
ever cause  she  espoused,  and  every  good  work  received 
her  hearty  support.  She  was  an  original  member  of  the 
first  female  antislavery  society  formed  in  this  country, 


MRS.  SARAH  G.  TEMPLE 


wliit  h  was  organizetl  in  Union  Hall,  Reading,  March  22, 
1S33.  i  ler  husband  asked  her  what  she  joined  it  for,  and 
she  answered  that  she  would  join  any  good  cause.  Said 
he,  "  But  you  will  never  live  to  see  it  accomplished." 
"  Somebody  will,''  she  replied.  Her  prediction  ]3roved 
true,  and  she  outlived  slavery  o\'er  a  c[uarter  of  a  century. 
She  always  cherished  as  a  memento  a  piece  of  china,  * 
embellished  with  a  picture  of  slave  life,  presented  by  the 
ladies  of  a  kindred  society  in  Kngland,  in  recognition  of 
a  letter  sent  by  this  society,  recommending  Wm.  Lloyd 
Garrison  to  their  favor.  In  later  years  the  temperance 
cause  found  in  her  an  earnest  advocate.  iVunt  Sarah  was 
a  great  lover  of  music,  and  often  after  a  day's  hard  work 
she  would  walk  to  the  village  to  enjoy  an  evening  of  song. 
She  entered  with  great  zeal  into  the  formation  of  "  hather 
Kemp's  ( )ld  Folks'  Concert  'J'roupe,"  in  1856,  "  !>'alher 

Kemp  "  being  a  near  neigh- 
l)or,  and  the  original  mem- 
bers Reatling  people  ;  and 
she  sang  with  them  in  I're- 
mont  Temple,  Hoston,  where 
tlie\-  gave  ten  concerts  to 
crowded  Ikjuscs,  also  accoiii- 
i:ianied  them  on  their  famous 
trip  to  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Washington.  In 
New  York  Academy  of  Music, 
six  thousand  people  listened 
to  their  singing,  and  tiie 
largest  halls  in  all  the  cities 
were  too  small  to  accommo- 
date them. 

She  lived  to  the  ripe  (jid 
age  of  eighty-three  years  and 
two  months,  thing  Jan.  30, 
iS&(j,  and  had  compai atixely 
good  iiealth  until  a  week  Ijc- 
fore  her  death.  Her  mental 
powers  also  continued  unim- 
pared.  She  did  not  li\e  in 
the  past  as  many  aged  people 
do,  but  kept  abreast  of  the 
times. 

I!y  persistent  labor  and 
econoni)'.  Uncle  Mark  and  Aunt  Sarah  were  enabled  not 
only  to  give  liberally  to  many  charities,  but  to  secure  an 
ample  competency  for  life,  and  leave  legacies  to  philan- 
thropic objects  and  numerous  relatives.  She  was  spared 
to  care  for  her  husband  during  a  long  illness,  and  surv  ived 
him  four  years.  Though  bereft  of  her  own  children,  she 
did  not  lack  for  affectionate  care  in  her  last  days,  but 
was  tenderly  ministered  to  by  devoted  relatives. 

Her  life  and  good  works  will  always  be  recalled  with 
pleasure,  and  will  serve  as  an  incentive  to  nobler  living 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

Even  in  death  she  retained  that  cheerful,  pleasant 
expression  which  was  her  wont  in  life,  and  it  was  re- 
marked by  all,  that  it  did  not  seem  like  a  funeral,  but  a 
gathering  of  friends  to  wish  Aunt  Sarah  a  pleasant  journey. 

See  lici/i'siastii  iti  Ch<i/>tt'r. 
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I  liave  fiijoyud  lliis  afteniooii  aiul  cxoiinj^  cxLeeilinj;l\',  a)ul  I 
have  l)een  tlcliglUed  in  listfiiiiig  tn  the  history  ami  l(i  llic  seiUiniciit 
of  the  people  (if  this  town  and  vicinity,  so  heantif iilly  expressed  this 
evening.  1  am  delighted  to  he  in  a  town  that  is  so  free  from  all  the 
vices  that  are  natural  almost  In  our  peo|)le,  luie  in  w  hicli  there  luis  been 


F*ESIDENCE  OF  ALFRED  PERKINS, 
Woburn  Street,  corner  Summer  Aveiuie,  Reading. 

110  occasion  to-day  to  arrest  a  single  individual  because  of  any  mis- 
demeanor or  anything  (jf  that  kind.  It  is  exceedingly  pleasant  tome 
to  \isit  a  town  of  this  kind.  l!ut  I  lememlier,  too,  that  Massachu- 
setts once  ow  ned  .\e\\  1  I ampshire,  and  that  you  gave  irs  a  chance 
to  set  up  for  ourselves  and  do  business  on  our  own  account  ;  you 
sent  up  to  Us  a  large  number  oi  your  people,  anti  1  am  very  glad  to 
be  here  to  recogni/e  our  mc^ther.  W'e  luu  e  been  grow  ing  up  lo- 
gethei,  but  you  ha\e  grown  much  faster  than  we  lia\e.  \'ou  ha\e 
nearly  si.x  times  as  man\  people  as 
we,  according  to  the  last  census, 
and  yet  F  don't  suppose  you  will 
want  to  believe,  if  I  tell  you,  that 
We  ha\e  a  much  largei  State  llian 
you  ha\e.  We  are  bigger  than 
Massachusetts  in  this  respect, 
though  we  have  not  got  (piile  so 
manv  people,  it  was  .\ew  Hamp- 
shire that  sent  ilown  to  you  here 
in  this  town  the  world's  greatest 
statislii  ian,  who  is  with  you  to- 
nighl.  It  was  New  II  ampshire 
that  ga\  e  vou  I  )aniel  Webster. 
It  was  .\ew  llampshire  th.it  sent 
down  to  ycm  lien  I'.uller,  one  of 
the  brainiest  men  that  1  know  of, 
who  1  think  (I  am  not  in  sympathy 
with  some  of  his  ideas)  om;  of 
the  brainiest  men  that  New 
llampshire  has  jjrothiced,  and  I 
am  glad  to  sav  that  we  have  had 
many  ilistinguished  citizens  in 
iS'ew  1 1  ampshire. 

When  Hen  ISutler  was  (;o\  ernor 
of  Nfassachusetts,  Uruce  was  the 
presiilent  of  the  Senate,  and  Mar- 
den  was  speaker  of  the  House,  and  those  three  men  all  came  from 
\e\v   Hampshire;  and  the  next  year  you  had    Mr.  Crocker  as 
president  of  the  Senate,  and   Mr.  lirackett,  afterwards  (lo\ernor, 
as  speLiker  in  the  House,  and  you  had  in  many  of  your  towns  and 
cities,  men  from  Xew  llampshire  to  manage  for  y<ju. 


I  am  iLUiimled  of  a  little  stiuy  I  am  inclined  to  tell,  though  per- 
il,ips  il  is  hanlly  light  for  me  to  do  so  in  this  pieseiu  e.  <  >iii  State 
li.id,  and  has  now,  a  beauliful  orphanage  on  llie  Webster  f.iiin  in 
I' r.iiikliii.  It  was  orgaiii/ed  cliielly  lliKuigh  the  instnimentalily  of  a 
good  old  man,  (  hapliii  McKay,  and  one  time  he  came  <lown  to 
Lowell  to  solicit  funds  for  his  oipli, mage,  ami  some 
clergyman  there  reproved  him  for  ccuniiig  down 
into    .\l ussat  h Usui ts    soliciting   funds   (or    a  New 

I I  ampshire  instil iilioii. 
■•Why,"  lids  minister  said,  "you  ought   to  gel 

your  ni(  uiey  from  .\ew  1 1  ampsliii  e  ;  she  should  lake 
(  .ire  oi  her  own  institutions." 

I'.ut  I 'ha|)lin  .McKay  replied,  "I  came  down  to 
l.iiwell  for  what  belimgs  to  New  llampshire." 

Why,  we  have  lo  raise  men  and  women  to  send 
down  here  to  run  youi  cities  for  you.  .So  I  think 
lhat,  while  we  ha\e  a  good  deal  to  be  gr.ileful  \ti 
■M.issachusetts  for,  while  she  has  (Kuie  a  great  deal 
tor  us,  .nul  whilst  we  are  alwa\s  leaily  to  .ukiiowl- 
etlge  her  great  superiorily  in  many  things,  vet  we, 
loi),  liave  been  doing  a  graiul  work,  as  the  |)resi- 
tlent  said,  in  laising  men  and  women,  ami  stnding 
tlient  down  heie  to  lake  caie  of  this  old  molliei 
State  ol  .Massai,  husells.  .\  gentleman  w.is  speak- 
ing to  me  to-dav,  N'vho  said  lhat  he  had  lo  go  up 

III  .New  llampshire  to  liiul  his  wife,  and  I  don't 
know  e.\actly  why  it  is  that  there  is  such  a  great 
altraclion  in  New  I  lanipshire  fm  voimg  men.  \ Hu 
ha\e  a  great  many  girls  in  M.iss.iLhusetts  ;  wli\ 
don't  you  take  care  of  your  own  girls  and  in.iiiA 
here  ?      but   you   are   coming  up  in  .New  llainp- 

,1   ,  shire  and  taking  your  wi\es  from  lier.     No  wonder 

we  do  not  grow  as  fast  as  you  do.  Let  our  daughters  sta)  .il 
home,  and  we  will  see  if  we  cannot  grow  as  fast  as  does  .Massachu- 
setts.    I  th.iuk  \'ou  for  yoiii  attenlioii. 

Hoii.  W.  S.  Knox,  of  Lawrence,  was  then  introduced 
hy  the  President. 

W'e  have  with  us  a  distinguished  gentlem.m   from   the   cilv  of 
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Lawrence,  and  it  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  tcj  introduce  to  yon 
;he  1  Ion.  \V.  .S.  Kno.x. 

Sjjeecil  of  Hon.  W.  S.  Knox  :  — 

A/r.  /'/ I'l/i/iV//,  I.ailii  i  aiiil  (J,  iif/rn/i'ii  of  Rciuliii<^  :   It  has  been  iiiv 
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nielancluily  fate,  for  the 
last  year  i >i  two,  in  lia\'L- 
lliL-  cnjdyinL-iU  nf  aliiiosl 
L-\LTy  1ian(|iict  aiul  so- 
cial c  )Ccasioii  that  I  have 
attciulud  spoilt!.!  Iiy  the 
fLcliiiii  thai  soiiietiniu 
liufoiL'  it  was  o\LT,  aiul 
piolialily  al  some  lale 
hour,  I  should  lie  called 
upon  to  face  the  irieiuls 
who  were  present,  and 
be  expected  to  say  some- 
thhi!^  •  and  w  hen  I  saw 
not  niy  name  upon  the 
pro;4ram  here  to-<lay,  it 
added  \  ejy  much  to  the 
anticipateil  enjoyment 
whieh  I  expected  from 
tliis  festive  occasion. 

1  feel  it  a  tlislin- 
giiished  lionor  to  he 
called  upon  to  sav  any- 
thing al  Ihi-,  festi\  al  of 

the  town  of  Kiadinn.     I  appreciate  all  ih.il  I  have  heard  and 
seen  to-day.     I  thank  von  f<ji  the  prixilege  of  being  a  |)ar- 
ticipant  in  it,  and  of  bie.ithing  this  atmosphere  of  celel)ra- 
tion.      1   appreciate  it  more  because  ne.\t  year  the  city  of 
Lawrence  is  expec  ting  to  c  elebiate  her  liflielh  anniveisai y, 
and    is  looking  forward  to  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasant 
anticipation.     W  hy,  in  c  c)mpari--on  with  von,  in  compaii-.on 
with  yonrtwc)  himcbed  aiul  liftieth  anni vei irv,  it  is  like  a 
child  in  swaddling  clothes  to   the  slalwait  man;   lint  that 
city  consists  of   fifty  thousand   |)eople,  is  only   lifty  _\ears 
old,  and  is  one  of  the  laigest  cities  upon  the  most  noted 
ri\er  de\ciled  to  niannfactines  in  the  world.     W  ho  furnished 
the  capital  that  built    tip  that  city,  that  built    those  great 
mills  and  wcnkshops  ?      I'he  people  didn't  build   them,  the 
people  of  the  city.      Where  did  it  conie  frcjiii  ?      It  came 
frcnii  tlie  sa\ings  of  the  older  New  f.ngland  peo])!e  ;  it  came 
from  the  older  New   haigland  towns,  like  Reading.     It  was 
the  prodnct   of   the   indtistrv  and  the   thrift   of  the  eaily 
settlers  of  these  colonies,  of  the'  farmers;   and  it  is  due  to 
the  older  towns  of  New   Rngland,  and  to  the  s;i\ing  ;nul 
indnstiy  cif  the  e;irly  settlers,  that  we  have  stich  towns  as 
I  .:iw  rence  and  I  .ow  ell,  and  stich  me;ins  of  indnstrv  ;ind  me;ins 
of  h;ippiness  as  we  there  enjoy. 
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1  w.is  \  c  1)  milch  -,lriick  with  the  remarks  of  the  elocpient 
genllenian,  Mi.  W'adliii.as  lo  the  indiist  i  les  of  Kc;idiiig,  and 
also  those  of  liidge  liaiuroft,  going  back,  as  they  did,  to 
the  memories  of  the  slate  of  man tif ac  t ii res  in  tlii-~  louii. 
but,  fellow-c  iti/.eiis,  _\iuii  records  ;ind  the  leccncl.^  ol  tin 
older  towns  of  M.i,-,sac  husetts  go  f ,i rt her  I i.ic  k  than  tli.il. 
They  go  b.ick  when  it  was  bMbiclcleii  bylaw  lo  establish 
niaiiiifac  tcnies  in  Ivssex  (  ■c>inity  or  in  .Micldlesc-,\  Ciniiil). 
file)  go  b,ii  k  to  the  d.iy  when  no  m.tii  cimiIiI  by  l.iw  build 
a  work  shop,  or  an  inni  m.iiuif.ic  loi  y,  or  by  law  in. ike  the 
h.ils  ih.il  onr  frie  nd  told  n>  about  to  cl,t\-.  bulge  Ikiiiciott 
spe,iks  of  his  .mcesloi,  who  w.i^  recorded  .is  .c  bl.ic  ksiiiil  li  in 
the  e.irlycla_\s;  but  yoti  r  rec  oi  iN  go  b.ick  to  a  time  when 
it  was  forbidden  bv  law  that  nu  n  should  m.ike  horseshoes 
in  these  colonies.  1 1  w  as  ;i  lin.tble  olk-iise  to  i  .ii  r_\  .^killed 
.titisans'  looK  into  the  colonies. 

I  h.i\  e  been  \  erv  much  im])ressed  with  ,tll  lh.it  I  li.n  e 
.suen  and  lie.trd  to-d.iy.  I  lia\e  wished  th.il  I  might  b./  .t 
cili/.eii  of  a  town  whose  history  went  b,tck  so  btr,  .tnd  who 
h;icl  t;iken  such  .i  p;irl  in  the  history  of  llie  inttion. 

I  l.ippeniug  to  be  in  Ue.idiiig  upon  .in  .itleriiooii  the  p,i>l 
winter,  ;iiid  li.i\ iiig  a  leisure  hour,  I  strolled  into  Notii  ceme- 
lti"\.  I  had  ne\er  been  here  before,  and  1  thought  how  in 
th.it  small  sp.ice  w.ts  expressed  the  history  of  this  n.iticni. 

riiere  were  he.idslones 
mossgreeii,  w  it  h  I  he-  in- 
scripliiais  :tliiiiist  oblil 
crated  bv  the  wind,  and 
still,  ;iiid  SHOWS  ot  c  eii- 
t  tiries,  w  hie  li  i  ei  m  iled 
the  li\  es  .tnd  \  irlues  of 
the  ancient  c  cdoiiists.  I 
s  .1  w  the  he.idslcuie 
w  hie  li  c  inninenn  n  .ited 
the  lite  of  ,1  uegi  1 1  who 
had  been  .t  sl.ix  e,  w  ho 
h.tcl  fought  in  the  Re\- 
o  1  u  t  i  o  11  .iiiil  1  leeii 
wounded.  giceii  his 
fieedom,  .tnd  died  in 
Keadiiig.  but  .i  lillle 
fnrtliei  on  w.is  llic 
monument  eiec  ted  to 
the  men  of  Re.idiiig 
w  ho  li.id  finiglit  ill  the 
w.ir  of  the  Uebellioii, 
,ind   I  could  but  think 
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iiiscri|itinns  was  (j|iit(Jiiii/c(l  Ihe  -.Invv  iti  this  luilinn.  TIiltc  was  the 
history  i>f  the  culnnists,  of  the  li\es  and  \  iitues  of  tlie  men  of  those 
(lavs;  there  was  the  historv  of  the  institution  <,)f  nei;id  slavery,  the 
liistoiy  of  (jin  War  of  I  ndepeiuleni  e  ;  luil  .1  little  ways  on  was  the 
history  of  the  Rebellion,  which  destroyed  the  inslitutioti  of  slaxery 
and  gave  ns  the  linion  and  the  .great  period  of  pidsperily  that  has 
existed  np  to  the  |)resent  day.  I  do  l)elie\ e,  ant!  I  ihonglit  then, 
that  there  are  hut  few  towns  that  in  sci  small  a  space  could  so 
epitomi/e  aiul  express  so  much  of  the  history  of  this  nation. 

lint  you  cannot  h\e  in  the  history  and  liaditions  of  the  pa>t  alone, 
howev  er  glorious  the)  may  he.  This  country  is  confronted  by  \  ery 
many  tpiestions,  some  of  which  ha\e  been  touched  upon  by  your 
distinguished  citi/.en,  .Mr.  Wright,  who  is  with  y(ju.  I'he  past  Keail 
iiig  yon  have.  \'ou  are  cdd  in  veais,  Iiul  I  know,  from  what  I  ha\e 
seen  to-da\,  that  vou  .ire  young  in  future  purpose  to  cast  yiuir  lot,  as 
in  the  past,  iip(Hi  the  right  >ide  of  the  gre.it  (|iie.stions  which  will 
arise. 

After  the  spcecli  of  Mr.  Knox,  the  quartette  san;;,  and 
the  Rev.  (leor<;e  K.  Sanl)orn  (son  of  Rev.  I'eter  .Sanborn, 
pastor  of  the  ( )lcl  South  Clnirch  from  1790  to  1820,  and 
who  pronounced  the  benediction  at  the  dinner  given  lifty 
)-ears  liefore),  protiouncetl  tiie  l^enediction. 

"  A  i<ind  good  night  to  all  !  " 
In  the  later  evening  hours,  from  eight  to  ten,  there  was 
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jnliN  I!  \  l(  111  I  ill  1;  w.is  bi>rn  .It   Ke.nling,  .\ pi  il  2  5,  I7c;i.  lie 

w.is  the  son  of  bdin  .lud  S.dlv  (lleiiiik)  I  l.it  c.  helder.  whose  home 
was  in  the  .incieiit  l.iiinhouse  still  st.indiug  cm  the  iicuth  side  of 
I'r.inkliu  Street,  e.isl  ot  I'e.irl  .Street.  1  I  is  bovhoud  .md  \  (Mith  were 
spent  upon  the  t.iini.  .\fter  ,iiri\ing  .11  the  age  of  m.iuhuiid  he 
determined  to  accpiire  a  libei.il  e<lui.itiou,  and  piep.ired  foi  tullege 
at  the  academies  at  llradfoul,  Mass.,  ,iud  \tkinson,  .\.  II.  lie 
entered  Harvard  College  and  graduated  in  the  c  hiss  of  i.Sj;.  .\fter 
graduation  he  continued  his  stmlies  in  special  lines,  and  for  a  lime 
took  chaige  of  an  ai.idemy  at  X.iutU(ket.  M.iss.  In  the  year  1.S27, 
he  becanie  principal  of  the  academy  in  Keatliiig,  whii  h  was  then 
0|)ened  iu  a  building  also  used  by  the  I' nil.iri.nis  of  llnj  town  .is  a 
place  of  worship. 

lie  continued  in  charge  of  this  school  till  1S.13,  when  Mr.  W.  1!. 
Wail  succeeded  him.  lie  afterwards  .u  ted  as  .in  instructor  in  lan- 
guages, botli  ancient  aiul  inoderu.  The  rem. lining  portion  of  his 
life  he  passed  in  this,  his  n.iti\e  town,  being  much  emploved  in 
public  alfairs  and  in  business  connected  with  the  settlement  of 
estates  and  other  kiiulreil  matters,  with  which  he  w.is  often  in- 
trusted, on  .iccount  of  his  well  known  integrity  .lud  sound  judg- 
ment. 

lie  represented  the  town  in  the  legishiture  one  year,  though 
nexer  an  acti\e  politici.in.  Ills  piditic.d  opinions  were  iu  \ei\ 
strong  syinpathy  with  the  whig  party  of  his  il.iy.  lie  served  as 
selectman,  overseer  of  the  poor,  etc.,  for  several  years,  but  .is  a 
member  of  the  scliool  Coniniittee  his  record  was  rem.ii  k.ible.  lie 
was  first  elected  to  that  position  in  l.Sj.S,  .md  held  it  in  all 
for  thirty  yeais.  huriiig  mo-^t  of  th.it  time  te, tellers  were 
selected  by  the  prudent iai  com niit I ecs  of  the  sever. il  dis- 
tiiits,  but  were  subject  to  his  e.\,imin.ition  .md  .ippio\.d. 
Thorough  scholai  sliip  w.is  his  leading  idea.  Supei  lici.dit  \ 
.md  shams  of  all  kinds  were  always  tlistasteful  to  him. 

Many  now  living  remember  and  gratefully  recogni/.e  the 
valuable  work  which  he  did  for  them  through  his  inlluence 
in  the  schools.  He  never  mairied,  and  died  at  Reading, 
July  7,  1.S71. 

h  III  \  llki  11  iks  1  ,r  \  t  ill',  a  son  of  J.mies  l.e:ithe,  |r.,  and 
.M.iiy  (  Weston)  I.e.ithe,  was  bom  in  Woburn,  .M.iss.,  Man  h 
J,  iNl3;  was  educited  in  the  ciminion  schocds  .md  llr.id 
ford  -\iadeiny,  at  llnidtord,  .M.iss.     He  w.is  \aiiously  em- 
ployed during  his  youth,  living  sometimes  111  \\ Oburii  .mil 
sometimes  in    Re.lding.     At  about  the  age  of  tweiitv  one 
ye.irs,  he  commenced   keeping  a  grocery  store  on  \\  est 
Street,  Reading,  and  continued  in  that  business  upw.iids 
of  thirty-one  years,  till    i.S(j4,  in   which  year  he  w.is  ,ip- 
pointed  an  assistaiU  assessiu"  of  Intern. d  Kevenne,  by  S.d- 
mim    1'.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the    I'reasury  of  the  L  niled 
States,  and  .served  until  the  otfii  e  was   abolished  in  1^7^ 
He  was  appointed  an  enumerator  for  taking  the  State 
census  in  1S7S;  he  served  the  town  as  selec t in, in,  assessor, 
and  overseer  ot  the  poor  for  thirteen  ye, lis;  w.is  ,1  repre- 
sent.itive  in  the  (leneral   Court  in  lS(i;;  w.is  a  justice  of 
peace  npwiirds  of  seventeen  years;  was  interesteil  in  the  liis- 
of    the  tow  n,  and  dev  oted  c onsiilei  .ible  time  to  genealogii.il 
:stigations,  and  .itteiided  to  the  seltleiiienl  of  estates   and  like 
-uits. 

le  married  I'riscilla  h'lint,  of  .North  Reading,  .\piil  ij,  1SJ9.  No 
dren  were  Ijorn  to  them.  I'hey  li.id  .1  ikiughtei  by  .idopti<in, 
cilia  .V.  l.eathe,  who  survives  them  ami  is  a  resident  of  l\eading 
I.eathe  was  a  very  careful  business  man,  always  preferring  to 
:  his  personal  .itteiition  to  all  matters  of  public  business  r.ither 
1  leave  them  entirely  to  others. 

1  W.IS  said  of  him  by  Rev.  James  Is..  h;wer,  who  ilclivered 
discourse  at  his  funeral,  thai  '■  perhaps  the  highest  encomium 
:  could  be  spoken  of  a  man  was  to  say  that  he  was  f.iitlr 
aiul  it  coukl  be  truthfully  said  of  |.  Ilrooks  l.eathe  that  he 
faithful."  lie  resigned  his  position  of  .1  town  otkicer 
e  9,  1S79,  on  account  of  .sickness,  and  ilietl  at  Reading 
,•  ,S,  i.S.So;   his  widow  died  1  )eCember  23  of  the  s.ime  year. 


.1  ! 


RESIDENCE  OF  ADELBERT    E.   BATCHELDER,  ■  ' 

I''r.vnkliii  Street,  Kt-.uling. 
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Capt.  George  lialclielder,  Herrick  ii.itdielder,  Henick  liatclielder,  2d,  Aldeii  ll.itchelder, 
Ji.hn  li.itiliclder,  3d. 


a  concert  upon  the  Common  gi\'en  by  the  Salem  Cadet 
l!and,  —  the  space  for  many  rods  around  glowing  with 
colored  fires.  At  the  same  time  and  long  after  midnight, 
the  firemen  and  their  frieiuls,  in  Masonic  Hall,  made 
merry  the  hours  with  music  and  dancing. 

So  ended  the  ciuarter-milleiuiial  celebration  of  Reading, 
—  for  the  time  a  trinal  unity.  Auspiciously  it  began, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  showers  of  'I'tiesday,  auspi- 
ciousl)'  it  ended.  .Succeefling  chapters  will  tell  the  story 
of  the  strides  the  towns  have  made  since  tiie  ]>i-Cen 
tennial  of  1844.  May  the  next  fifty  years,  forgetting  not 
the  virtues  of  the  fathers,  tell  an  eipially  Mattering  tale. 

Siciit  f>titnl<iis  sil  DiKs  iiohis. 
Ipiracc  be  witbiii  tb\;  vv.tIIs  an^  pios;pciitv;  witbiii  tb?  pal.icca. 
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Gardnkk  I'kI';.\cii,  a  son  of  II(»luy;m(l  kfliecca  (fhirtiii)  French, 
was  born  at  Tewkshnry,  .Ma^>.,  Jan.  i;„  iSii.  lie  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools,  and  w  li>  lii  st  eiiiplo)  ed  on  the  farm  of  his 
father. 

1  le  came  to  Reading  a  young  man  and  le.n  ned  the  trade  of  t  abinel- 
maker  of  Henry  Kingman,  who  w  a-N  e\ten>i\ely  engaged  in  the 
niaiuifactiire  of  furnilnre  at  thai  lime  in  Reading;  he  worked  as 
journeyman  several  yeais,  and  then  began  llie  manufaclure  of  furni- 
ture by  himself.  'I'his  he  continued  f(n-  a  lunnber  of  yeais,  and  then 
sold  out  the  business  to  Josiah  .\.  Kingman,  and,  in  comjjany  with 
Henry  F.  Parker,  opened  a  store  in  liostim  for  the  sale  of  furniture; 
his  continuance  in  this  particular  business  ellort  was  of  shmt  duia- 
tion,  perhaps  li\  e  years  ;  he  again  entered  into  tlie  business  of  the 
manufacture  of  furniluie  at  Reatling,  and  continued  tlie  same  initil 
some  ten  years  previous  lu  his  tlecease.  lie  married  Ksther  I'dvira 
Kingman,  a  daughter  of  .Xndirose  Kingman  and  l^sther  Kd>on, 
July  I,  l'S34.  (  Ine  son,  (ieorge  (Gardner,  was  boin  to  them  Marih 
12,  ii>^0,  and  tlied  at  Reatling,  Apiil  16,  1SS7,  ne\er  lia\ing  iiianied. 
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h'.sther  I'.Uira  died  May  7,  i.S|0.  lie  married  a  second  wife,  .Susan 
\.  i  )amon,  Dec.  2J,  lS-)J;  slie  died  Sept.  15,  1S41);  a  d.iuglUer, 
Susan  i'lhira,  was  born  of  tins  marriage,  l''eb.  22,  1S44,  and  died 
April  4,  1850.  His  thiid  marriage  w  a^  w  ith  Mary  I  )avis,  of  W'al- 
pole,  X.  H.,  in  1S31.  .\  daughter,  Mary  Klizabeth,  was  Ixiin  to  them 
Oct.  27,  1859,  and  tlied  .Vtigust  20,  iSrio. 

Mr.  French  was  a  man  of  good  reptile  for  morals  and  integrity, 
and  deserved  and  received  tlie  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  whom  he  served  as  representative  in  thedeneral  Court  in 
liS7S,  and  as  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  ])oor  in  1S52, 
1853,  and  1854.  i  te  was  interested  in  tlie  "  (  )ld  South  "  < 'ongrega- 
tional  Society,  of  which  he  w  as  an  active  member,  ser\  ing  as  one  of 
the  assessors  several  years.  He  ever  held  a  favorable  idea  of  Read- 
ing's future,  which  practically  demonstrated  itself  in  several  ambitions 
real  estate  ventures,  and  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  develop- 
ment of  property  around  and  about  the  Salem  Street  section  of  the 
town.     He  died  at  Reading,  Jan.  y,  i88y. 


b  >l  I  \  1;  11  u  1;  1 1  I  w  as  .1  SI  )n  I  if  William  bun  ill  and  S.dly  •  ii  mid,  .lud 
was  born  in  (  'anaan,  .Me.,  I  )ei  .  2  ].  1805.  I  le  .it  li.Midcd  the-  (  (Miiiunn 
schools  of  his  (lav,  obl.uning  a  sullii  icul  udue.ition  tor  the  nn-ds  ol 
his  life.  He  was  eng.iged  in  the  business  of  soaiistone  inaiiu- 
factures  in  the  city  of   Hoston  for  a  number  of  years,  when  he 
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C"ll\i;ll-,s  .\ri;iisit's  \Vi-,siiin,  a  son  of  .M.ij.di,  Jr.,  ami  S.dl) 
((  ioodw  in )  Weston,  was  i linn  in  Keading,  M ass.,  .\o  \ .  I  1 ,  1825,  and  is 
a  descendanl  of  John  Weston,  one  of  tile  earliest  settlers  in  the  tow  n, 
who,  at  the  early  age  of  tlnrteeii  years,  came  from  I hickingh anish i le 
in  the  west  of  l'!ngland,  to  .Salem,  .Mass.  His  mother  wns  then  ,1 
widow  ;  his  desiie  to  come  o\er  was  such  ih.il  he  cmiealed  himself 
in  a  shiii  bound  for  .\meiiia  unt  il  she  s.iiled.  I'!atiui,  in  his  ■■  llistcuy 
of  ke.uluig,"  gi\'es  us  tliis  in  1 1  unial  ion  .uul  sa\s  further,  that  tlie  dale 
was  about  the  \car  1(114,  and  ill, it  he  was  ,l  meiuberof  the  I'iist 
I'hureh  in  Salem,  in  1(148,  aiul  mo\ed  to  Ue.idiug  .diout  1(1^2.  He 
married  Sarah  I'ilch,  daughter  of  Zachariah  I'itidi,  April  18,  163^, 
this  being  the  first  marriage  recordeil  in  Reading.  I.iglil  chihlieii  were 
burn  lo  iheui,  from  one  of  whom,  .Ste|)lien,  the  subject  of  this  skeli  h, 
is  .idii'eil  descentlaut.  Stephen  marrieil  Sarah  'I'liwusend,  of  Ue.ul- 
ing;  they  had  three  sons,  .Stephen,  Isaai,  autl  John.  Isaac  nianied, 
.and  hisson  .\bijah  married  and  hati  ;l  son  .Vbijali,  who  m.irried,  and 
whose  sun,  .Miijah,  Jr.,  w,is  the  fatheidf  C  hailes  .\ugustus  W  estun, 
who  is  now  li\ing  on  the  spot  liisl  occupied  by  Stephen,  sun  of 
John,  and  successi\ely  by  eath  gener;itiiin  10  the  present  time.  The 
original  house  was  taken  down  .uul  another  built  on  the  same  spot, 
which  has  been  enlarged  and  ini|iriived  since  its  eierlion.  upwaids  of 
ninety  years  ago.  ( 'h.irles  .\.  WesUm  was  etiucated  in  the  |iulilii 
schools  of  his  nati\e  town,  and  aiipnred  a  sutlicienl  etluc.ilion  fur 
the  picipei  management  of  the  allaiisof  his  life.  He,  as  ,1  iiii\, 
attended  sclund  and  "did  the  choies,"  his  father  being  ,1  fainiei"  and 
shoemaker,  and  also  a  last  maker. 

He  was  not  particularly  fond  of  study,  and  when  he  became  old 
enough  to  begin  a  permanent  OLcupalion  or  emplu\  nielit,  his  fathei 
gave  him  his  choice,  either  lo  attend  the  Woburn  .\cademy,  or  lu 
learn  the  trade  of  shoemaker;  he  made  choice  of  the  lattei  and 
followed  it  for  some  ve.irs  after  the  ilecease  of  his  father,  whiih 
occurreil  March  21;,  1834.  I  I  is  graiulf.ither  li\  ed  a  short  lime  ,ifter 
that  date,  dying  llecenilier  2(1  of  the  same  year,  in  the  di\isiiin  of 
the  estate,  the  hunieste.ul  fell  to  him  and  still  leni.niis  in  his  posses- 
sion, lie  lirst  married  l.yi.lia  Jane  lliown.  Jan.  lO,  1848;  she  tlied 
April  12,  i8()i.  He  marrieil  his  secoiul  wife,  Mary  Jane  1  learborn, 
(let.  22,  1863,  an  eslimable  ladv,  who  still  survi\es.  He  ser\ eil  the 
town  as  one  of  the  board  of  road  commissioners  lifteen  vears,  as 
surveyor  of  highways  two  years,  and  was  a  district  surveyor  one 
year,  ami  is  serving  the  second  year  as  forest  lire  warden. 
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iiKivccl  111  kcadiiiji,  wiiLTu  liL-  ])ll^Lil.l^L■cl  a  t.imi,  .iiul  was  also  l-ii- 
gaged  in  the  gniLciy  business,  and  laler  in  llic  nuinuf ai  I u i l-  of  sIidl-s, 
His  hist  niaiiiagf  was  to  llaniL-t  Ingalls,  of  .\n(lii\er,  Mass.,  May  12, 
I1S36;  liis  sL'Loiul  Id  Nancy  Ddikhani,  uf  M LTeilitli,  X.  II.  His  cliil- 
(Iren  wltl'  two  sons  anil  tut  danglitL-rs.  lit-  st-rxed  tht;  town  as 
SL-lectman,  asscssoi',  and  ovcistL-r  of  tlie  poor  in  iNs^  and  and 
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RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  A.  SHACKFORD, 
Asli  Street,  Reading. 

as  an  assessor  in  1S70.  He  was  a  man  t)f  sterling  integiity  and 
soiliul  jtidgnieiU,  a  highly  \  alneil  and  cslinialile  citi/en.  He  ilied  at 
Reading,  Se|5t.  5,  1S.S7. 

I)l';.\.  Si  ii.i.M.w  I'^ins  l'\i;Ki;i;,  a  son  of  Aaron  Parker  and 
Rebecca  (llancroft)  I'arker,  was  born  in  Ke.iduig.  Mass.  He  was 
educated  ill  the  pnblii  schools,  I'hiUips  Academy  at  .Viul 
Warren  .Xcaclemv  at  W'obuin,  and  a  |)artial  course  at 
.Amherst  ('ollege.  He  was  engaged  in  the  nianu- 
facture  of  shoes  for  thirty  live  \eais,  employing  at 
times  quite  a  iinndier  ol  hands,  l.ngel)  those  who 
were  born  and  reared  in  Reading.  .\s  an  employer  he 
had  the  respec  t  ami  esteem  of  his  employees,  and  was 
always  willing  to  give  them  in  wages  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  prolils  of  the  business.  His  tiisl  marriage  was 
April  4,  1S44,  with  l.aviiiia  .S.  I.e.ithe.  The  children 
were  Roselia  S.  and  I.oella  R.  His  second  marriage 
was  with  l'!meline  A.  I'latt,  Jan.  2,  1S30.  The  chil- 
dren by  this  marriage  are  .\bby  M.,  lulw.ird  11.,  Justin 
I,.,  and  Henry  C.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  assessors,  and  o\eiseeis  of  the  i)oor  in 
1S55,  a  mendier  of  the  school  committee  twenty-two 
yeais,  and  a  justice  of  the  |)cace  siiue  i.Sj^j.a  represeii 
tativc  in  the  (iener.il  ('unit  in  1S51J.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  liethestla  Church  and 
has  always  been  actively  engaged  in  promoting  its 
welfare  ami  prosperity.  He  was  clerk  fen  (juite  a 
luimber  of  years,  w  as  the  liist  snpei  inteiideiit  of  its 
Sabbath  school,  ami  continued  as  its  superintendent 
over  thirty  years  ;  was  chosen  deacon  in  1.S54.  llestiU 
lives,  an  active  and  resiiectecl  citi/en  of  his  natix  etow  n. 

M.\RK  .M.wi.N  'I'KMlM.l-;  always  made  his  home  in 
Reading,  where  he  was  born,  July  21,  1S07.  His  parents  were 
Dea.  Daniel  and  .Sarah  (lieard)  'rem|)le.  'I"he  old  homestead  was 
the  place  on  the  west  side  of  Summer  .\ venue,  now  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  the  late  lames  W.  Roberts,  although  the  house  has  under- 
gone many  alterations  and  imi)io\emeiits  since  the  birth  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 


.\lr.  Temple's  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  f.uni,  and  his  oppor 
tunities  for  edui.ilion  were  only  such  as  were  open  to  ,ill  ihe  l.iiniei 
bovs  of  the  neighbm  hood, —  the  "Little  Red  Sc  hoolhousc,"  then 
located  on  Summer  .\ \eiuie,  nearly  opposite  I  )ak  Street.  W  hen  a 
voimg  man.  Mr.  'I  eniple  le.niied  tin:  Hade  of  wheelwright.  Iiul  his 
father's  failing  he.illli  .iiul  m.nn  debts  lonipelled  hini  to  ai  telle  to 
his  parents'  request  to  i  nine  home  and  l.ike  the  l.u  ni 
.iiul  lake  l  are  of  them,  though  his  father  said  it  woulil 
,  ,  ruin  him.      Mr,    Temple  assumed    ihe    burden    1  heer 

fulU,  howe\er,  and  bv  h.nil  work  and  i.iri'tnl  i.-iijnoin_\ 
was  soon  able  to  1  heer  his  f.ither  with  the  inl  01  in. it  ion 
."■^  ,  th.il  the  debts  were  paid. 

.May  23,  1  .S  iQ,  Ml.  Temple  married  S.irah  (i. 
Hemphill,  of  Windh.iin,  ,\ .  IT,  to  whom  he  .ilways 
attributed  a  large  sh.iie  of  the  siKcess  whii  li  .ilUnded 
his  life.  .Mr.  Temple  w  .is  disi  nigu  islieil  li  u  iiid  list  1  \ 
.iiul  integrity.  He  worked  e.iil\  .iiiil  Tile;  besides 
keeping  up  the  work  of  his  own  l.irm,  lie  managed  to 
work  ni.uiv  full  d,i\s  ol  ever\'  season  lor  ollurs.  In 
1  ratlling  gi  .liii.  Ill  >  man  e.xielled  hini,  anil  his  sei\iies 
were  in  demand,  e\en  in  other  towns. 

.\s  to  his  integrit)',  the  \ei\  11. line  of  '■  I'lule  M.irk.'' 
by  whiih  he  w.is  best  known  in  Re.idiiig,  .ilw  .i\ s  iin 
plied  this  \ii'tiie,  Ihe  lirsi  Irish  lonple  ol  Ue.nling 
were  accustomed  to  deposit  their  s.i\ ings  with  him, 
'They  s.iiti  he  w.is  .i  peifeilh'  reli.ible  b.iiik.  .Mr.  Teiii- 
-  .   "^"^  pie  was  espei. ially  interested  in  the   Uelhesd.i  l  hiin  h. 

"     -    ...  of  wliich  he  w.is  one  of  the  blunders,  and  ot  whiili 

he  w.is  lie. icon  for  nuiii\    \e.iis  until  his  deLilh,  He 
ne\er  aspired  to  public  ollu  e,  but  served  the  town  .is 
selectm.in  .iiul  .isses^oi  ill  l''~'55.      Ill  he.illh  cimipilled 
him  to  sell  his  f.irm  ami  '^wv  up  luisiiuss,  whiili  lie 
did  in  1S6",.       Tiom  this  'inie  he  111  ide  his  home  on 
'Temple  Street,  where  he  died,  Sept.  17,  l.S.S^.      The  iliildieii  of  the 
marrkige  were  ( 'hiiissu  M.ni.i    Temple,  boiii  Mali.  Ii    ,0,   i  ,S32,  and 
died  Sept.  24,  1.S41  ;  John   Howard    Temple,  born    .Sept.  2.|,  1S42, 
ami  died  .\ov.  5,  1.S59.       The  [Kirenls  and  chihlieu  ha\e  all  p.issed 
on,  no  personal  represent. iti\e  of  the  family  iieiiig  lett. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  M.  DANFORTH, 
W'ubiirn  Street,  Ue.uliny. 

Martha  (Stokes)  W'ightman,  was  born  in  Tioston,  .\iigiist  20.  i.Sio. 
He  was  eiliicated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  was  apiireiiticed  to  learn  the  trade  or  business 
of  mamifacluring  coach-lace,  an  e.\peiisive  .irlicle  much  in  vogue 
at  that  time  for  trimming  coaches  ami  other  vehicles.  He  served  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  (seven  ye.irs)  at  .Medw.iy,  .M.iss.,  and  soon 


,  !        I.I-.,   ■        1  "■■ 


OF  'IMIE  .ANCMKN'I'  TOWN  OP'  RKDDINO 


afid  rcliiriiLd  In  ll(j>ti)ii  .iiul  w  ,is  L-iiipln)  cil  in  a  h.irdw  arc  anil  sail-  ( 
illuiv  sloiy  iiir  alioul  li\X'  years.  lie  then  went  In  W  imlliaiu,  .\.  II.,  bur 
and  look  eliar^L'  of  a  eoacli  la<;c  tai  loiv  ,it  a  plare  Nsidcly  known  al  |nil 


RESIDENCE  OF  ALBERT  R.  SHEPARDSON, 
Kill}.;  Strucl.  keadiiig. 

lliat  lime  a^  ihe  l!e/./.ell  (.'amp  ;  here  he  reniainetl  till  1.S40,  when  he 
remo\e(l  lo  Ke.uling  ami  eslahlishuc!  ihe  business  here,  erecting  a 
factory  hnihling  (now  renioxi.d)  on  M.iin  Streel,  nearly  i)|)posite  his 
resilience,  now  owneil  anil  occupied  as  a  re--idi  nce  liy  \Varren  \\. 
ICalon,  inaslir  of  one  of  the  jiublic  schools  of  lloslon.  lie  con- 
tinued in  the  business  until  he  went  into  Ihe  grocery  busmess  in 
l.vceuni  llall  building,  about  iS^d.  lie  was  in  the  grocery  l.)usiness 
about  leu  \c.irs. 

lie  nianieil  .Sarah  Carlelon  l\ind)all,  of  brailforil,  .Mass.,  Jan.  Jl, 
i.S:;.S;>he  died  at  Reading,  .\ugust  2S,  1S71);  their  chiklren  were 
three  in  nnndier, —  W  illiam  11.,  (  harles  .M.,  anil  Martha  Stokes;  the 
lirst  is  a  ^e■^ident  in  this  town  .mil  is  chairman  of  its  boaril  of  select- 
men ;  the  SCI  onil  died  in  earlv  life:  the  ilaughter  is  a  resident  of  a 
near-by  cil_\.  lie  was  a  representative  in  the  (  Jeneral  Court  in  1.S72, 
was  a  jusliie  of  the  peace  from  1^53,  was  town  clerk  from  i'*^35  to 
i,S37,  and  from  iSliz  till  iSSi);  was  selectman,  assessor,  anil  o\crseer 
of  the  pool  eight  years,  w.is  one  of  the  school  committee  tiiaiiy 
years,  w.is  a  nieiiibur  of  the  bethesila  (,'hnrch.  He  was  alfable  anil 
pleasant  in  his  manner,  wa-  known  by  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  was  a  busy  man  during  hi-,  life  and  until  ils  end.  lie  died  .it 
Reading,  Jan.  J<j,  iSSb. 

Wu  l.l  AM  1!\ih;i:i;,  a  son  of  William  and  .Vbigail,  was  born  .May  5, 
kS  I  I ,  on  I'l.idger's  Isl.nul,  I'i^i  ,it,ii|ua  Ri\er,  Kittery,  Me.  His  grand- 
father was  the  well-known  "M.isier'"  W  illi, im  badger  in  his  time, 
17S3-1.S55,  anil  was  one  of  the  noted  shipbuilders  of  Maine,  owning 
the  iskmil,  and  building  thcreiui  one  hunilreil  vessels,  the  last  of 
which  was  seen  in  lloston  Harboi  about  i.Sdi).  .Mr.  badger  was 
married  in  to  Mary  ball,  of  I'ortsmouth,  X.  II.,  a  direct  lineal 

descend, ml  of  .Mary  ball,  the  mother  of  (leorge  W  ashington.  .Soon 
after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Reailing,  and  from  that  time 
till  1.S60,  he  caiiieil  on  the  furniture  business,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  th.it  line  of  m.inufactiires  in  Reading,  building  tlie  lirst 
steam  sawmill  in  the  town,  on  Salem  Street,  now  known  as  Ren- 
ilall's  I'laning  Mill.  lie  w.is  a  mend)er  of  the  bo.ird  of  selectmen  in 
iSjf)-/.  'I'he  1  liililicn  now  living  are,  M.iry  l''r.incis  bowser,  W  illiam 
11.  b.iilger,  i'lelle  M.  I'.nkcr,  .md  Henry  11.  Ilailger,  all  of  whom, 
togelher  with  their  mollici'.  .ire  respeilcil  residents  of  Re.uling.  Mr. 
b.ulgi  r  wa--ol  ,1  gcni.d,  CI  niip.niionable  dl>posilion,  fond  of  a  joke 
and  noted  U>v  his  leadv  wit.     He  died  .it  Reading,  Oct.  22,  1.S71. 


1  i  V 1;  I  I  s  Tvv  r  I  I  >,  .1  son  1  .f  I  .um  -,  .md  S.ill  v  ((  db-,on  )  'I'w  ccd,  w  .is 
11  in  W  ilminglon,  .M.iss.,  .M.mh  j  1 ,  1  .S 1  |,  w.is  cdui.ilcil  in  ihe 
ilic  sihools,  and  .uipiiri'd  .1  sulfu  icnl  amouul  of  knowledge  to 
scive  h  is  ni'cds  in  1  pi  il  e  .1  bus  v  lite.  He  Icl  I  Ik  j  me  w  hen  1  piil  e  .1 
voimg  m.in,  .md  w.is  emplov'cd  bv  an  oldi-r  biollu  r  who  n.-sidcd 
in  the  neigli boring  low  n  |  now  i  il  v  |  ol  W  1  >l)u ru,  ,111  d  i  .1  n  icd  on  1  he 
biisine--s  of  lnit>  hcrmg.  In  I  lie  kit  I  ci  p.i  rl  ol  1  he  _v  e.ii  I  .S  |0,  he 
went  to  .Sioueh.ini,  enib.ii  king  in  I  he  s.iine  b  11  ■~  in  ess  bu  himself  ; 
from  Slouch. im  he  went  lo  Scnilh  ke.idiug  [now  W'.ikelicld  |. 
.mil  from  tliciiic,  in  the  spring  of  iS);,  lo  Ki.-.iiiing.  where  lie 
conlinued  to  reside  during  llie  remainder  ot  his  life.  In  the- 
e.irlier  ye. lis  his  business  w.is  loniliiiled  by  supplying  his  cus- 
tomers from  .1  bull  hei  I  arl,  so  c.iUed.  driven  lioiii  himsc  to 
house,  he  thus  .iiipiiring  .1  f.imili.ii  am!  ph. is. ml  .u  (pi.iin  I  .mi  c 
with  all  his  patrons,  .md  liiinisliiiig  .ibimd.iiit  opporl  11  nil ies  lor 
jokes,  and  amusing  stories,  and  go.ssip,  of  vvhiih  "  I'nile 
Ihailes,"  .IS  he  was  familiarly  i.illed,  w.is  pa  rl  ii  iiki  li  v  fond; 
later  the  business  was  coniluc  1  ed  f rom  a  provision  sioie  m  m.ii- 
kel.  In  l.Soi,  he  w.is  obliged  to  give  up  .11  live  business,  on 
account  of  phvsii.il  inlirmities.  Init  icsumed  .ig.iin  .iboul  ten 
years  l.itei,  having  formed  .1  i  op.ii  1  nersh  ip  with  Henry  ll.iinilen 
in  the  provision  trade,  ret. lining  his  inleresi  till  M.inli,  l.S7r). 
when  he  relired.  He  w.is  m.irried  Nov.  J.S,  i,S;i),  lo  Jiidiih 
Kendall,  of  W  ilmington,  M.iss.,  il.nighler  o  f  \:/aa  ,ind  Sus.mmi 
KeiiiUill  ;  she  died  Hec.  I,  l.Sd;.  I  die  son,  (  li.irles  I  ).  I'w  eeil, 
sui  v  ives  his  p.irenis,  .mil  is,  ,ind  h.is  for  ipiile  .i  luimbei  of  years 
been,  in  the  employment  of  the  I'nited  St. lies  in  the  post  ollice 
in  boston,  .M  .iss.  C  h.irles  I'w  ceil  serv  ed  as  one  ol  ihe  bo.ird  of 
selectmen  si.\  years,  also  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor  si.\  years, 
and  assessor  live  \e;us,  besides  sevei.il  years'  service  on  the 
highwavs.  He  was  .1  ni.in  well  known  .mil  respected,  .1  man 
of  integrity  and  sound  iuilgmenl.  He  died  .11  Re.uling,  .M.iy 
l.S.SS,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 


Mild  I'vKKl.K  W.IS  born  at  W'indh.im,  .\ .  11.,  <  U  I.  n),  1  ,S  1 


his 


THE  PRESCOTT  HOMESTEAD, 
Sumniei'  .Avenue,  Ke."iilin^. 
I'rob.ibly  creeled  by  C.vpl.  'I'lios.  E.iiun,  Jr.,  in  1756,  .mil  ihe  best  preserved  uf  die 
second  series  uf  liuuses  in  llie  p.irisli.    It  vv.is  the  lioniesle.id  of  Ji)sliu.i  I'rescuit,  .in 
esteemed  citizen  and  well-known  l.ivvjer  of  former  d.iys,  and  is  now  owned  ,ind 
oicupied  by  his  il.iii^lileis. 

parents  w  ere  Jimalh.m  and  Siisv  (  Ikim  lof  I )  I '.irk  11.  II  c  .il  tended  1  he 
public  schools  ot  his  n.iliv  e   town,  .tiid   1  eceiv  eil  pi  i v  . lie  iiist ruction 
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OF  THE  ANC^IENT  TOWN  OF  REDDING. 


from  "^[aster  John  "  lialchelclcr  at  Reading,  Mass.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  lie  was  apprenticed  to  learn  tile  trade  of  caljinet-niaker 
at  Reading,  'i'his  trade  he  followed  until  1S70  or  1871,  a  period  of 
more  than  forty  years.  lie  married  Susanna  1!.  Wakefield,  of  Read- 
ing, a  daughter  of  Timothy  Wakefield,  .\pril  7,  1S42  ;  two  daughters 
were  born  to  them,  .S.  Maria  and  l-dleu  hloreiice,  the  laUer  of  whom 
died  in  early  eliiklhimd.  lie  was  selectman,  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  assess(jr  in  1S60  anil  1861.  1 1 e  ilid  not  care  for  ])uhlic  office, 
his  interest  was  largely  in  the  welfare  of  the  church  ;  he  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  ISethesda  (Jhurch,  one  of  its  deacons 
about  twenty  years,  its  treasurer  about  si.xteen  years,  treasurer  of  the 
society  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  also  served  as  collector  a  good 
many  years,  lie  wa^  ,1  life  menibei  of  different  missionary  societies; 
he  died  at  Reading,  where  he  had  li\ed  most  of  his  life,  June  29, 

S(ii.i)N  .\.\s(i\  I'akkkk,  son  of  .\mos  and  Nancy  ( liatchelder)  I'ar- 
kei,  was  born  in  Reading,  Mass.,  .\|)ril  ::(),  182  ■)  ;  his  education  was  the 
usual  one  in  those  (lays,  e.\ce[)t  that,  beside  the  knowledge  obtained 
by  attending  the  public  schools,  he  hatl  the  advantage  of  private 
instruction  by  "  .Master  John  "  liatchelder,  of  Reading.  Ife  learned 
the  trade  of  cabinet-maker,  and  carried  on  the  business  as  a  manu- 
facturer thirteen  years,  lie  married  Clara  Clifford,  of  Groton,  Mass., 
Oct.  II,  1849.  lie  served  the  town  as  selectman,  assessor,  and 
overseer  of  the  poor  for  seven  years  in  succession,  from  1S63  to 
1868  inclusive,  covering  a  period  of  time  when  the  duties  of  the 
selectmen  w  ere  rendered  partit  ul.irly  ditficult,  on  account  of  the 
various  demands  for  their  services  in  consequence  of  the  Civil  War 


JAMES  WIGHT. 

Jami-.s  Wn;iir,  sonof  ISenjamin  and  Susan  (Ridley)  Wight,  was 
born  at  W'inilsor,  Kennebec  C(;unty,  Me.,  .August  28,  1824.  The 
education  that  he  receiv  ed  in  the  district  schools  was  supplemented 
by  a  wide  range  of  reading  and  observation. 

luigaging  first  in  farming,  Mr.  Wight  afterwards  learned  the  trade 
of  carriage  manufacturing.  Later  he  took  up  mercantile  pursuits, 
engaging  largely  in  the  e.xport  trade  to  Australia.  Twenty-five  years 
ago  he  disengaged  himself  from  active  business  affairs,  but  has  built 
several  residences,  largely  develoiiing  the  locality  near  his  home, 
which  is  on  Sanborn  Street,  Reathng.  In  the  fall  of  1850,  he  mar- 
ried Joanna  I'aine,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  deceased  in  1877.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  .Mrs.  Idma  Sheak  Northrop,  of  New  ^'ork 
City.  He  has  no  children.  Mr.  Wight  has  never  been  ambitious  to 
hold  public  ollice.  He  was  the  second  president  of  Mechanics'  .Sav- 
ings Rank.  Although  nf)t  at  present  alliliated  with  any  lodge,  he 
was  at  one  time  a  member  of  St.  Raul's  l,(jdge,  .V.  K.  iV  A.  .\I.,  of 
South  lioston. 


then  prevailing.  Mr.  I'arker,  although  always  physically  wc.d^,  w.is 
an  efficient  mendier  of  Ihc  board  aiul  h.ul  the  appmwd  nf  hi-,  towns- 
men, as  his  contiiuietl  reelei  ticui  sutliciently  sliows.  1  le  died  at  Read- 
ing, June  2,  1879.     His  widow  is  still  living  in  a  neighboring  Slate. 

Josi-.i'ii  I ,  \ w K K N ( ■  l  r  was  born  in  Reading,  M.iss.,  jau-  iS, 

1814.  Ills  parents  were  I  len  janiin,  J  r.,  and  llannah  (\\'e-.lon)  I'r.ill. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  cumnion  scIhidIs  of  hi,  n,iii\  e  low  11, 
He  was  one  of  a  large  family,  and  .il  .m  early  age  w.is  (-ng.igril  in 
various  ways  in  active  enipU>ynient  suited  lo  youtlis  of  his  ,iiu1 
capacities,  and  thus  probably  acipiireil  that  habit  of  iiuliistiv  whiili 
marked  his  after  life,  so  long  as  the  iiei  I'ssity  for  its  e.\ei\ise  exisU  il. 
Ill  18  5  I,  he  first  engaged  in  the-  business  of  t he  man uf.u  I  n re  of  shoes, 
lie  was  one  of  the  liisl  to  m.ike  use  of  ihe  stiti  hing  111. i>  hine  in  his 
business,  and  also  followed  the  custom  of  supplying  his  uoiknieii 
with  groceries  and  other  necessities,  to  ihcir  niutiud  advantage.  In 
1857,  he  changed  his  business  to  that  of  a  dealer  in  l.mips  and  glass- 
ware. He  was  also  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  the  wood  and  lumber 
luisiiiess.  He  married  Martha  Waketiehl,  a  daughlei  of  Tinioihy 
WakefieUl,  I'eb.  25,  1841.  Two  dauglilers  were  liorii  lo  Ihem,  one 
of  whom  survives  and  is  a  resident  of  Reading.  lie  iiiarricil  for  a 
second  wife  Mary  ^\■ilson  Hopkins,  July  4,  1861,  an  esiimable 
woman,  who  survives  him  as  his  widow.  Ileservetl  the  town  as 
selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor  twelve  ye.irs,  was  par- 
ticularly active  during  the  Civil  War,  going  to  the  front  to  procure 
reeiilistmeiits,  and  attending  to  the  comforts  of  Reading  soldiers. 
He  was  a  mendjer  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  died  Nov.  21, 
1893. 

1  ).v\  1 11  (  ;  VI  .!■  Rl(  I  lA  klisci.x,  son  of  William  and  1  ,ydia  (I'uliiam) 
Richardson,  was  born  in  I,yndeboro,  N.  II.,  March  iS2(i.  lli.s 
education  was  such  as  could  be  actpiiied  in  >i  (.ountry  sLhi>ol  in  tlie 
thirties.  He  came  to  Reading  in  1814,. iiid  learned  the  tr.ule  of 
cabinet-maker  of  lieiiry  Kingman,  w  lio  was  e.vteiisively  engaged  in 
that  business  for  many  years,  .\fter  serving  his  apprenticeship  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  until  1864,  when  he  coinmem  etl  the  nianu 
facture  of  furniture,  aiul  carried  on  the  business  for  .1  miniiici  of 
years,  and  was  afterwartl  employed  in  the  manufaauie  of  pianos. 
Mr.  Richardson  was  married  Nov.  20,  1854,  to  .Susan  .M.  Ilancroft, 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  ('leorge  Ikmcrofl,  cme  of  the  old  residents  of 
Reading,  h'our  daughters  were  born  to  them, —  .M.  Alice,  Nellie, 
Amy  I'.,  and  Mabel  I''.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bo.ird  of  select- 
men, assessors,  and  overseers  of  the  po(jr  in  18(17  l8(iS.  Ills 
name  is  borne  on  the  "  Roll  of  llonor"  of  Reading  soldiers,  he  hav- 
ing served  as  corporal  in  Com|3aiiy  1),  30th  Regiment,  .Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  lie  was 
actively  engaged  and  interesteil  in  the  welf.ire  of  ihe  llelhcsda 
Congregational  (  hurch,  c)f  which  he  was  a  vvorthv  menibci,  unlil  the 
dissolution  of  the  (  Md  South  and  Rethesda  < 'ongregatloiial  (  hiuches 
and  societies  and  their  iiiu<in  as  the  Congregational  (  liurch  of  Re.id- 
ing,  when  his  membeishi|)  was  Iransferretl  to  the  newlv  formed 
church.  He  served  as  organist  of  the  Hetliesda  Church  twentv  eight 
years  and  was  otherwise  active  in  promoting  its  welfare.  lie  is  a 
member  of  I'ost  194,  ().  .\.  R.,  of  Re.iding. 

1Ii;njamin  .Maki  ix  IIakisiiukn  was  the  son  of  benjamin  ll.irts- 
horn,  of  Reading,  and  .Sarah  (Russell)  Hartshorn,  of  Shrewsburv, 
Vt.  He  was  born  in  Reading,  Jan.  29,  1839;  was  educated  in  Reading 
public  schools,  Mont  N'ernon  Acadeniv,  at  Mont  X'einon,  .\.  II., 
Creeii  Mountain  Institute,  at  South  W(jotlsiock,  \'t.,  and  al  Harv  .ird 
Law  .School,  from  which  he  graduatetl  in  1862  or  i8()',,  and  w.is 
immediately  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  practised  in  Reading  for 
awhile  as  partner  of  .\lfred  .\.  Rrescolt,  and  aflerw.irds  alone. 

He  married  Harriet  (iertrude  Could,  of  Shrewsburv,  \'t.,  I'eb.  11, 
1863.  His  children  were  Chester  ( iould, /.innia  .\letlora,  aiul  Martin 
iSenjamin.  The  first  two,  and  Mr.  Ilartshoni  himself,  all  ilicd  of 
malignant  di|)htheria  within  the  space  of  a  fortnight,  his  death  oLciir- 
ring  .May  S'  '8(17.  .Martin  1!.,  who  surv  ives,  was  born  the  Septend)er 
following,  is  married,  and  resides  in  Reading,  being  employed  in  the 
city  of  lioston.  benjamin  M.  was  a  trial  justice  and  served  sever. d 
years,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  was  a  member  of  the  school  com- 
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niittuL',  ,uul  \v.i>  i.hi)>uii  ,i  nieiiibcT  of  llic  board  nf  suluctiiifii  ;U  tlie 
animal  niL-uliiifi  of  tlii.-  tnwn  ininiuiIiatL-ly  picLcdiiijj;  liis  tluath.  Al 
tlie  early  age  (if  twuut y-ciglu  years,  what  prDiiiisccl  t(i  he  an  aeli\e, 
lionoralile  life  was  suddenly  terminated.  Mr.  Ilarlshoru  was  a  man 
of  liberal  views,  of  pleasant  address,  ;nul  well  thought  of  as  a  rising 
man  by  his  fellow-townsmen. 

.Sami'I  I.  I'll-.K!  i;.     See  Industrial  Cli.ipler. 

Ji;kii.mk  r.\Kl-ci;R  was  the  son  of  l*;phraini  and  Harriet  ( Metcher) 
I'arker;  he  was  born  at  Reading,  Mass.,  June  lo,  1S2G,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  pid)lic  schools  of  his  native  town.  In 
early,  life  he  learned  the  tr.ide  of  shoemaker,  and  later  on  he  em- 
barkell  in  the  business  of  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  which  business 
he  conducted  .diout  twenty  years;  he  also  owned  and  managed  a 
small  farm  in  addition  to  his  other  pursuits.  He  was  married  to 
lOli/abeth  .\nn  Mclntire,  of  Reading,  .April  17,  1S45;  the  children 
horn  to  them  were  l'"rances  Maria,  k'rank  W.,  Harriet  Ann,  Jerome, 
|-d\  ira  1'".,  and  .Mary  N'ellie.  He  served  as  selectman,  assessor,  anti 
oveiseer  of  the  ])oor  in  1S61),  and  also  on  the  scliool  committee.  He 
was  a  descend, int  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town,  and 
dietl  here  June  3,  iSSo,  at  the  age  of  lifty-four  years. 

J  \  M  l-.s  .\  M  l-.s  I!  \  N(  R<  11  1 ,  a  son  of  J. lines  I  i.  ami  l'',niily  J.  ( luimes) 
iianciofl,  w  as  l)orn  in  Keading,  June  j;,,  1^34.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  till  si.xteen  years  old,  ami  afterwards,  for  a  short  time, 
the  (Ireenwood  .\cademy.  lie  was  engaged  in  llie  manufacture  of 
shoes  abotit  twenty  years,  a  coiisitlerable  part  of  that  time  in  com- 
|)any  with  Mr.  (ieorge  I'".  Iluck.  I'or  the  tifteen  years  last  past,  he 
lias  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  ci\  il  engineer  and  land  surveyor. 
Mr.  Bancroft  proljably  has  a  more  extensive  and  intimate  knowletlge 
of  the  laying  out  of  streets,  street  railways,  plans  of  building  lots, 
and  like  matters,  in  the  towns  of  Reading,  Wakefield,  and  Stone- 
ham,  than  any  one  other  person  ;  his  long  service  as  a  road  commis- 
sioner of  Keading,  and  his  fifteen  years'  pursuit  of  his  business  of 
civil  engineer  and  laiul  surveyor,  have  furnished  him  the  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a  large  fund  of  such  knowledge.  He  married  II.  M.tria 
( lould,  \o\-.  17,  1S59.  The  children  by  this  marriage  are  Harvey  .\., 
.\ddie  M.,  .\rlhur  tl.,  and  (ieorge  H.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  He  married  a  second  wife,  Betsey  K.  Potter,  Sept.  5,  1876. 
(>ue  ilaughter  has  been  born  to  them,  lUhlin  J.  ;  all  the  children  are 
still  li\ing,  with  the  exception  nanietl.  He  served  the  town  as 
treasurer  fcjurteen  years;  as  collector  of  ta.xes,  nine  years;  as 
selectman  and  overseer  of  the  jxior,  si.x  years  ;  as  assessor,  five  years  ; 
as  roati  commissioner,  nine  years  ;  and  a  member  of  the  school  com 
miltee,  si.x  Years.  He  lias  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  since  iSSj, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  I'.piscopal  church. 

I.VMI'.s  Kl'ID,  a  son  of  William  ami  .\iin  (I'arker)  Reid,  was  born 
in  Andover,  Mass.,  May  5,  1824.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  Franklin  .\cadeniy,  at  \ortli  Andover,  to  which  jilace  his 
parents  reniovetl  soon  after  his  birth.  He  was  emiihjyed  in  the 
woolen  mills  after  leaving  school,  and  later  went  into  .1  store,  where 
there  was  for  sale  the  usual  variety  of  artii  les  found  in  a  country 
store.  \Vhen  about  twenty-one  years  old,  he  shipped  at  .\ew  Red- 
ford  for  a  whaling  voyage,  its  duration  being  thirty-three  months. 
The  net  income  from  the  voyage  was  small,  but  the  experience  was 
valuable,  and  iloubtless  had  a  better  inllueiice  on  his  after  life  than 
a  larger  number  of  dollars  would  have  had.  .Soon  after  his  return 
from  the  voyage,  he  married  Mary  Ramford,  of  North  .\ndover,  .iiul 
took  up  his  abode  in  .Saugiis,  Mass.,  being  employed  in  the  grocerv 
and  dry  goods  trade.  He  was  afterwards,  for  a  limited  time,  at 
Danvers,  .Mass.,  and  from  there  removed  to  Reading  about  1S5S  or 
1859,  and  was  eiiiployetl  by  Franklin  Fletcher  in  the  sale  of  dry 
goods  and  clothing. 

[n  1866,  in  com])any  with  .Mr.  (ieorge  F.  Ruck,  he  opened  a  store 
for  the  sale  of  dry  and  fancy  goods,  and  continued  in  company  or 
alone  in  that  business  for  about  twenty  years.  He  married,  in  i860, 
a  second  wife,  Sarah  Murphy,  of  .Saugiis,  Mass.  Two  chiUlren 
have  been  born  to  them,  .\nna  I'arker  and  Charles  Francis,  who, 
togrthrr  with  .Mice-  M,,  a  daughter  of  his  sei  ond  wife  by  a  f(uuur 
husband,  are  all  residents  of    Reading.     He  ser\etl  the  town  as 


selectman,  assessor.  ,iiid  o\crscei  of  ihc-  poor  iiiue  years  in  succes- 
sion, from  1871  to  i88j  iiulusi\r,  and  as  town  clerk  since  I'eli.  II, 
18811,  He  lias  been  .1  justice  of  the  peace  since  1880,  i-,  a  luembei 
of  (iood  Saniaiil.in    Lodge,  .\.  .\.  M.,  a   Royal  .\\\U  M.i-,on, 

and  a  niemlier  of  the  (  iiristian  I'liioii  f  iiitari.ni  Societ)  of  Rculing. 

Wll  l.lAM  J  \(  lvS()\  H(il.lii:.\,  son  of  .\biel  ,uid  l.yilia  (  rumple) 
H  olileu,  u  as  1 10 i  n  at  Reading,  M  ass.,  J  uly  jy,  18  57 .  I  I  e  w.is  educ.ilcd 
in  the  public  scliools,  Phillips  .\cadeinv,  .\iulo\ei,  and  L.twreiiie 
,\cailem\'  at  (irotoii,  Mass.  He  was  principall)  engagei.l  in  tlie 
manufacture  of  slioes  (.luring  his  early  life,  being  eni])loyed  by  his 
father  and  elder  lirotliers,  who  were  (|uite  extensively  eiig.iged  in  tlie 
business  ;  he  later  liecame  inlerestctl  w  it  h  them,  ,ind  linally  (.arried  un 
the  business  alone.  lie  was  appointed  (Uie  of  the  recei\(.-is  (jI  the 
Reading  Sav  ings  Rank,  with  Solon  Ram  lofl,  l^s(|.,  they  togethei"  mak- 
ing a  liiial  settlement  of  its  sonu;\\  hat  (_ompli(_ute(.l  alLiirs.  I  le  w  a^  an 
assistant  paymaster  of  the  Rostoii  i\:  .Maine  Raibo.id  f(U"  several 
years,  and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  sudden  decease, 
P'eb.  JI,  l8(j|.  He  was  one  of  the  executors  of  tlie  will  ol  lii.^ 
father,  .\biel  lloldeii,  a  prominent  liusiiiess  man  of  the  town,  who 
was  a  deputy  sheiill  (juite  a  number  of  year^,  and  pr(;\  ided  in  his 
will  f(.)r  llie  payment  of  live  lunulred  dollars  towards  tile  ere(-lion  of 
the  soldiers'  nioiuinient  now  staiuliug  in  l.aurel  Hill  (  cineleiy  in 
Reading.  He  married  Harriet  .Mooai,  .\pril  4,  i8(>o.  l  lie  cliildr('n 
of  the  marriage  now  living  are,  Pydi.i  .\.,  I'.dilli  J.,  and  Wilhclmine, 
who  together  with  his  widow,  are  resi(.leiils  of  the  town.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  and  overseer  of  the  |)ooi  in  l87(), 
1880,  1881,  and  1882,  and  an  assessor  111  187(1,  1881,  .uid  i88j, 
member  of  the  Masonic  frateniitv,  .md  of  llie  I  iingicg.itioiial 
•  cli  inch. 

Rons  Mi  l.viN  R.\.NCROI'"l',  son  of  Joseph  .md  Mahal, i  (  k'oss)  P.au- 
croft,  was  born  at  Readiiig,  Mass.,  Hcl.  ^,1,  1  8  1 .  I  lew, is  cdiK.ited 
in  the  public  schools  ot  Reading  and  .it  .1  ( ( nnniei c ial  eollege,  his 
father  lieiilg  a  farmer  and  laud  suivevoi.  l  lie  son's  schooldavs 
were  partiallv  occii|)icil  by  fanner  boys'  W(irk,  ,iiid  Liter  he  iLarned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  under  l)aniel  (  reesey,  ,i  well-known  and  skill- 
ful wiirknian.  This  lie  followed  for  .1  short  time,  and  then,  trom 
1876  to  i8i)i,  he  was  ein|)loved  ,is  ,1  mill  engineer.  Tile  puisiiii  of 
this  business  necessitated  c(Uisideral >le  ti.ivel  .md  furnished  lic(|Uent 
opportunities  fi )r  ac(piiriiig  knowledge  vvhi(li  was  espi;i  i.illv  .ippli- 
cable  to  his  successful  management  of  his  present  business.  lie 
m.irried  .\iinie  R.  Rlack,  of  .\ndovei,  Mass.,  M.iy  1.),  1871.  4'he 
children  are  (Miiiton  I,,  and  .Mabel  1^,  lie  was  cli.iiiiiKin  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  assessors,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  in  1887,  and 
1 88.(,  auditor  in  1887,  1888,  and  |88(),  represent. itive  in  the(ienei,il 
t'ourl,  |88(),  chaiini.in  ol  Ihc  bo.iiil  of  water  commissioners  since 
1 881;,  member  of  llostoii  .Society  of  I'ivil  Rngineers,  New  Ijigkind 
W.iler  Works  .\ssoi  ial  ion,  (lood  .S.iin.ii  itaii  I  .odge  of  .\.  P.  cV  .\.  .M., 
ami  Security  Podge,  !.(».().  Iv        .  .  ■  . 

(iivui.r.s  Hr.xKV  .\i  iv\  r  1  1.,  gener.d  p.iym.ister  of  the  R.csiou  cV 
-Maine  Railroad,  li. is  resided  in  Reading  since  1871  .md  is  w'ell  known 
and  ]iopular  .imong  his  business  .issoci.ites.  Mr.  .\owell  comes  of 
old  New  FngPmd  stock,  his  .mcestois  taking  prominent  p. lit  in  the 
stirring  ev  ents  .iboul  Roslon  tli.it  preceded  the  Rev  oliuiim.  He 
was  biuii  in  Powell  iii  1 8  | and  was  educated  in  its  piililie  s,  hools, 
He  entered  business  life  .it  the  age  of  eiglileen.  His  e.uiv  career 
was  v.iried,  serving  in  v.iiioiis  cap.icities  f(n  the  mill  corpor.itions  in 
Powell.  It  w  .IS  here  he  rei  eiv  ed  that  tr.iining  for  the  .irduous 
duties  of  |)aymaster.  He  then  came  to  l!ost(m  and  was  f(U'  a  time 
in  the  employ  of  a  coniniission  Innise.  Phrough  the  friendship  of 
(leu.  ()eorge  Stark,  then  manager  of  the  Roston  cV:  Powell  R.iil- 
road,  he  entered  the  service  of  that  coin]Kiny,  remaining  with  them 
three  years.  In  1871,  he  accepted  the  responsible  position  of  pay-' 
master  (.if  the  Roston  cV  Maine  Railroad,  which  ,it  that  time  oper- 
ated the  road  from  Roston  to  .Scnith  Rerwick,  Me.,  only.  liming 
his  twenty-three  years'  connection  with  this  corpor.ition.  he  has  seen 
the  road  grow  by  great  strides  until  it  h.is  reached  its  |iieseiit  mag- 
nificent proportions,  embraiiug  all  the  l.iiger  .New  Fngland  (  ities. 

Pliiee  vcars  prior  to  his  ((iiuiiig  to  Reading  he  m.iiii'd  Miss  Anna 
.\l.  I'h.ise,  d.iugliler  of  Dea.  John   R.  (  h.ise,  of  Powell,  their  union 
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huiiig  lilusscd  hy  one  (luughu-r  ;m<l  h\e  sons.  Xciir  llie  close  of  tlif 
war,  ulicjii  the  c       for  onu  hiiiicl  i  ud  \  olunUjcrs  w  .is  sent  out  Mr. 

Nowell  fiilisiL-il  in  the  olil  .Sixili,  .mil  w.is  \\\\U  tli.it  orf^.uii/.alion  for 
its  iL-rin  of  ser\itL-in  the  lapiuil)  of  c|iiarlci  iiihsIl-i 's  ilt-rk.  l''rom 
l,S,S4  to  1  ,S,S6,  .M  r.  .Xowell  suixeil  KcadiiiL;  as  selfct  man,  ilL'i.liiiiiin  a 
rL-iiominalion,  throu_L;li  iiialiilitv  to  loiif^ui  j;i\u  the  tiiiiL-  thu  iliities  of 
tliL-  oIlKc  (lL'iiianclci.1. 

\\.  Tl'M  iM.i;,  son  of  W'illiani  and  Mary  (Coggin)  I'eniple, 

was  born  in  Keadiiig,  Mass.,  April  M,  i.Sj.S.  lie  was  ediiLaletl  in  the 
public  slIiooIs  of  Reading  ami  the  aiatlemy  at  .M itldleboro,  Mass. 
lie  learnetl  the  trade  of  slioeiiiaker,  and  was  engaged  in  making 
and  niannf.ictiiring  shoes  ipiite  a  number  ot  years;  an  anelioneer 
fourteen  veais,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  superior  one;  an 
uinlertaker  se\en  years;  a  eoUeetor  ol  taxes  Cue  years,  in  iSSo, 
'St,  'S:!,  'S and  "S4  ;  selectman  and  o\  erseer  of  the  poor  in  181S5, 
'86,  '87,  '88,  '8i),  'i)0,  '91,  'yj,  anil  '93,  nine  years;  assessor  in  188:;, 
'86,  '87,  '88,  and  '8y,  live  years.  lie  married  Morence  W.  Richard 
ardson  in  1858;  two  daughters  were  born  lo  them,  Ida  M.  and 
yViinie  J.,  both  of  whom  are  marrieil  and  reside,  the  former  in  Read- 
ing and  the  latter  in  the  city  of  \\  ciburii.  lie  was  a  man  of  quick 
|)erce])tions  and  prompt  in  ai  tion,  .md  w  .is  know  n  .iiid  esteemed  by 
his  numerous  ;ic(|uaintances  as  a  thoroughly  tiustwoithy  and  con- 
scientious man  and  titi/en.  lie  \s.is  of  a  li\ ely,  sue  i:il  disposition, 
aiul  enjoyetl  the  com 
panionship  of  his  associ- 
ates, lie  died  at  Reading, 
1  »ec.  29,  1 89J,  at  the  full 
tide  of  his  acti\ity  and 
usefulness,  at  ,1  time  when 
it  seemed  to  his  nianv 
friends  ;is  if  the  life  might 
Well  h.i\e  been  continued. 

Sill  l.M  \  N  M  \  R  I  I  \ 
I'KAl  1,  son  of  l!enj:iniiii 
and  1 1  annah  ( W  e  s  t  o  n ) 
1  'r.ilt,  w  as  born  in  Re.id- 
ing,  .Mass.,  .\ov.  14,  18^0. 
lie  ;ittendeil  the  publii. 
schools  in  Re;idiiig,  also 
Re.iiling  .\cademv.  ll.i\- 
ing  Icnned  the  tratle  of 
shoemaking,  h  e  after- 
\\;irils  went  into  business 
.IS  .1  shoe  m.iinif.ict  11  rer, 
but  owing  to  ill  health, 
trom  sickness  contractetl 
in  the  army,  he  retired 
from  the  business  in  1871, 

and  purchased  a  farm  on  Walnut  Street,  Reading,  where  he  resided 
until  his  dece;ise,  (  )cl.  27,  i8(ji,  lie  m.inied  Ihirriel  liancroft,  of 
Reading,  1  )ec.  4,  1852,  by  whom  lie  h;iil  two  children,  one  of  whom, 
.Mrs.  Charles  .\.  .Allen,  is  still  living;  m.iirieil  .Xov.  9,  1856,  Rosa- 
mond C.  I)a\is,  of  this  town,  who  still  sui\ives.  .\t  the  time  of 
his  country's  urgent  neeil,  it  was  n.itural  th.it  one  so  sensiti\e  to  the 
voice  of  duty,  and  who  w;is  at  all  times  ready  to  saciilice  himself 
for  others,  should  have  responded  to  the  call.  He  enlisted  in 
Company  I),  50th  Mas.sachiisetts  Regiment,  in  18(13,  and  served 
under  (  ieneral  Ranks  in  Louisiana.  Mr.  I'ratt  was  always  much  in- 
teresteil  in  the  welf:ire  of  Reading.  lie  served  seven  years  as 
selectman  .md  ov  erseer  of  the  poor,  ;ind  w  .is  chairm.in  of  the  board 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  w.is  a  member  of  the  C  ongregational 
church  and  X'eteran  I'ost  11)4,  (i.  .\.  R. 

IIi)R\rr.  I.NM.w  (,'|;.\iMiNi;s,  son  of  .\iiios  and  I  .ouisa  C'ummings, 
was  born  in  Roland,  Me.,  .\pril  16,  1829.  lie  acipiired  his  education 
in  tlie  |)nl)lic  schools,  .md  at  the  early  age  of  si.xteen  left  his  home 
lo  commence  his  active  public  life.  He  was  variously  employed  in 
Saco,  .Me.,  about  a  year,  and  from  there  he  went  lo  Lowell,  Mass., 
where  he  was  employed  as  overseer  in  the  mills  of  that  city.  l''rom 
Lowell  he  went  to  h'.ast  lioston,  and  was  employed  in  shipyard  and 


other  ciiiplo)  incuts ;  lii  ic  lie  siilleicil  a  serious  injury  fnnn  .1  f.ill 
from  .1  building  to  llic  p.ncmcnt  lu  low,  ,1  ilist.iiice  of  li f I y-i-i^h I 
fei  t,  while  rng,ige(l  in  pulling  up  wires  lor  .1  lire  .il.irin  ;  he  \s,is 
not  able  to  priloini  iii.Liiu.il  l.il)iii  loi  .iboiit  three  \e,iis,  and  w.is 
lame  for  life.  1  le  returned  to  I'^.isl  Ronton  (whii  li  pl.n  e  he  h.id  left 
at  ter  h  is  .11  I  ideii  I )  in  i.8v|-  I  1  e  held  .i  po>il  ion  in  1  lie  I'eople's  I'lii)' 
until  |8(>;,  then  went  to  .Mechanics  h'.ills.  Me.,  ,iiid  w.is  eiig.iged  in 
mercantile  pui-,uits  about  three  )e.irs;  then  removed  to  Rr, idmg, 
Nfass.,  .iiul  went  into  the  express  business,  which  he  and  his  brotliers 
conducted  suci  essf ully  until  it  w  as  so kl,  about  1  8.S  He  w  ,is  ni.ii  1  ied 
at  Lowell.  .May  25,  1841),  to  .\bby  1  ,.iild  (  uriy,  of  Holdciiiess,  .\ .  IL; 
seven  chiUlreii  were  born  to  them;  the  hist  two,  d.iu?;liteis,  died  in 
childhood  ;  a  son  ami  tour  d.iugliters  sin  \i\ e,  \i/.  ;  Horace  1!.,  I.illi.ni 
I',,  Idi/abeth  1^,,  (Ir.ue  W'.,  .inil  M.ibel  L.  He  served  the  town  as 
selei  tman  and  overseer  of  the  poor  three  and  one  li.ilf  \e.iis;  as 
assessor  three  years,  ;ind  w.is  ;i  member  of  the  board  of  lie.illli  two 
and  a  half  years.  He  died  while  in  olfue,  <  )cl.  17,  i8<)0.  lie  w.is  ,1 
conscientious  public  olln  ei,  .md  enjoyed  the  friendship  .iiiil  esleemof 
his  fellow-townsmen  .md  associates.  He  was  .1  iiieniln-i  ol  the 
.Methodist  Lpiscopal  church  of  Re.iding,  (iood  .S.im.ii  it.iii  Lodge  of 
,\.  1'".  iV  -\.  M .,  Reading  (  luipter  Koy.il  .\  n  li  .M  .isons,  and  ot  Re.iding 
Lodge  .\d.  3(.C.,  K.  of  11. 

( '  II  \  kl  I  s  W.  .Villain,  son  of  (  li.n  les  .11  id  Riiie  (  Whittemoie)  Ab 

bott,  w  as  1 101  n  in  Low  ell, 
M.iss.,  (  )ct.  22,  i8;,3,  .md 
w  .IS  educated  in  the  pub- 
lii schools  of  til. It  litv. 
He  w  .Is  p.iym.lslei  ol  I  he 
S.dnioii  I'.ilL  M.iiiuf.ic- 
1 11  ring  (  'oin| i.iiiv  ,il  S.il- 
inoii  l  alis,  .\.  II.,  sever.il 
\ears,  .md  .ifterw.iids  w  .1^ 
I  oiniei  led  w  illi  the  wool 
.mil  w  holes, lie  sm.ill  w  .ires 
Ir.ule  ill  Rosioii,  .M.iss., 
and  for  the  p.isl  twelve 
ye. lis  with  t  lie  .M  .I..S.11  li  n- 
setts  Loan  .md  liiist 
( 'oinpaiiy  in  the  s.inie  i  it  v. 
I  I  e  in. Il  l  ied  <  let.  2  ^.  18  :;8, 
Sai.ili  \\.  .Sw.iiii,  of  An 
t  rim,  .\ .  II .,  .1  nil  ist  isi  ini  ■ 
,il  lie  lad  v,  whose  .Hues 
tors  Were  lioiii  lMii;l.inii, 
.md  were  ,11110111;  the 
e.irliest  settlers  of  Re. id 
iiig.  They  oecu|)ied  prom 
ineiit  public  po-iiioiis, 
ipiite  .1  iiumlier  being 
|5hvsici;iiis,  one  or  more  were  ministers,  ,md  several  of  llu  ni  held 
impmt.inl  positions  in  milil.irv  .ill.iir-.,  liohiing  the  i.ini^  of  nKijoi 
I  .ipt.iin,  .md  lieiiteii.iiil. 

line  son,  l-'r.mk  I',  .\bbott,  w.is  born  to  lliem,  is  m.irried.  .mil  ,1 
resident  of  Re.iding.  Mr.  .\libott  served  the  town  as  seleclni.m  .ind 
overseer  ot  the  poor  four  times,  ;iiiil  :is  ,111  .issessor  one  ve.ir.  He 
was  quile  .11  live  in  matters  .illecling  the  interests  ot  the  town,  sinh 
as  the  introduition  ot  vv.iter,  electiii  r.iilw.ivs,  electric  lighting, 
erection  of  school  buildings,  .md  similar  improvements.  He  is  .1 
mend)er  of  the  ()i;md  .\iniv  of  the  Re|niblii,  X'eteran  I'ost  11)4; 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  Re.iding  Lodge  ^dd  ;  Wlnil  (  heer  (  olonv, 
.\o.  22,  L'.  (I.  1'.  He  is  still  living,  vigorous  and  |>elsisteiit.  .md 

attending  to  m.itteis  nuning  under  his  personal  ch.irge. 

LvMi'."^  I'r,  Aiamv  (iiMrxf.  son  of  loseph  W,  11.  ;md  ( '.noline 
.M.  (brown)  Clement,  w.is  born  in  I'r.inklin,  .\.  I  L,  in  1838,  .md  re- 
ceived a  common  silioid  education.  He  w.is  a  telegi.ipli  opei.ilin 
three  years,  r.iilroad  statimi  ,i,gent  .it  (  iloiii  ester,  .M.iss.,  two  ve.iis; 
bookkeeper,  live  years  ;  .md  w.is  in  tlie  express  business  ten  ve.irs. 
He  married  liertha  Louise  l';irr,  of  (iloucester,  .Mass.,  .\iigiist  28, 
1884. 

rile  children  of  the  iiKirri;ige  ;ue  Ralph  11.  and  Ruth  h..     lie  w  ;is 
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one  of  the  liuaril  uf  scleii niuii  and  (ivcrseeis  of  the  poor  in  iS(;2, 
1S93,  and  i'S94-  Tlie  iiatiue  of  his  eniployniL'iit  during  the  ])ast 
twenty  years  is  evidence  of  his  skill  and  ability  as  a  penman  and 
accountant,  and  also  of  his  e.\ecuti\'e  poweis,  they  being  brought 
into  constant  use  by  the  requirements  of  his  different  duties,  lie 
is  a  member  of  tjocid  Samaritan  Lodge  of  A.  K.  A.  M.,  Security 
Lodge  \o.  20.S,  I.  ( ).  O.  I-".,  antl  Quannapowitt  Tribe  Xo.  50, 
r.  O.  K.  M. 

HISTORIC  AND  ART  EXHIBIT. 

The  Historical  I.oan  and  Art  Exhibit  in  Reading,  in 
connection  with  tiie  two  Inindred  and  iiftietii  annix'er- 
sary  celebration,  opened  on  Tue.sday,  May  29,  1894,  and 
closed  on  Saturday  e\'ening,  Jinie  2d.  I'robably  more 
than  one  tiiousand  articles  were  exiiibited. 

The  plan  of  the  committee  having  this  part  of  the  cele- 
bration in  charge  was  not  onl)-  to  display  articles  of  his- 
toric interest  and  vakie,  but  also  to  show  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  primitive  kitchen,  with  its  critde  necessities  and 
bare  walls,  and  the  modern  parlor,  with  its  display  of 
comfort,  luxury,  and  artistic  talent  of  the  town's  people. 

An  excellent  view  of  the  interior  of  this  jDrimitive  kitciien 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  chapter. 

'I'he  family  of  Rufits  Damon,  who  was  one  of  the 
minute-men  in  the  war  of  1S12,  furnished  the  loom, 
c|uill-wheel,  and  swifts  for  the  kitchen,  which  were  brought 
from  Scotland  between  1713  and  17  15. 

A  writing-book  coveted  with  sheepskin,  and  used  by 
Robert  Dinsmoor,  otherwise  called  the  Rustic  IJard,  and 
his  brother,  Ex-Gov.  Satnuel  Dinsmoor,  of  Londonderry, 
N.  H.,  in  1744,  which  attracted  much  attention,  were 
contributed  by  the  same  family. 

A  great  curiosity  in  the  kitchen  was  a  clay  stove  over 
two  hundred  years  old.  Here,  also,  was  a  table  which 
belonged  to  Etson  Damon's  grandfather;  a  chair  used 
by  I.ieut.  David  J'arker,  of  North  Reading  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  ;  a  cheese  j^ress  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  years  old,  from  Richard  Nichols  ;  piewarmer  one 
hundred  years  old  ;  lanterns  and  footstones  one  hundred 
years  and  over  ;  tire  buckets  made  of  leather  in  1806  ; 
pewter  platters  and  porringers  owned  originally  by  the 
wife  of  Lieut.  I'homas  S3'nionds ;  teapot  one  hundred 
and  three  years  old  ;  cradle  one  hundred  years  old  ; 
dolls  seventy  years  old  ;  saddle-bags  worn  on  the  horse 
when  Benjamin  i'lint,  of  North  Reading,  brought  his  bride 
home  to  the  Flint  Place,  Dec.  21,  1768;  chair  formerly 
owned  by  ('apt.  Joseph  Bancroft;  kitchen  table  brought 
from  Salem  in  1775,  for  fear  the  city  would  be  burned 
by  the  liritisli  ;  bellows,  gridiron,  coffee  mill,  pewter  plat- 
ters, candlesticks,  tin  lanterns,  a  tin  kitchen,  and  almost 
everj'thing,  even  to  the  bunches  of  corn  which  hung 
around  the  room,  were  found  here  as  in  the  days  long  gone 
by. 

.\mong  the  articles  of  special  interest  may  be  men- 
tioned :  -  - 

An  old  W'hitflelree  usetl  by  the  grantlfather  of  Kirk  Sweetser  in 
teaming  powder  acr<jss  Lake  Chaniplain  during  the  French  and 
Indian  War;  Linen  Sheet  spun  by  Mrs.  Hannah  ISrown,  daughter  of 
Capt.  James  llancrofi,  one  hundred  years  :igo  ;  liook  of  l's:dms, 
1696;  sermon  pleached  at  the  onlination  of  Rev.  Lacob  liurna])  by 
Thomas  lla\en,  first  pastor  of  West  ("luirch,  now  Reading. — 


I'uiuh  liowl  from  ( '.i|)t.  |,imes  llaiicrofl's  homestead,  o\er  one 
hundred  .iiid  twenty  li\e  years  old,  —  .Sword  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  .\iicient  and  llonorable  .Artillery  of  boston,  the  oldest  mili- 
tarv  org.uii/aliou  in  Ihe  I'nited  St.ites.  -  Lliiit  lot  k  (iun  ii^ed  in  the 
war  of  the  KeMilulioii  by  bmathan  C  heney  uiuler  coniniaiui  ol 
(ielieral  Stark. —  Wooden  l!it-slock  f roni  t he  "  M ayllow er,"  1 1 1  JO.  - 
.Shen-bo\vei.l  Spectacles  one  hundred  ,iud  twenty-lue  years  old. — 
I'air  of  .Spectacles  in  a  wooden  case,  erne  hundred  ve.us  old,  'iwnrd 
by  I  laniel  I'ntnam  ;  also  the  Lreedom  Coat  worn  by  him.  Key 
said  to  ha\e  belonged  to  the  old  Leverelt  Street  jail,  lloslon. 
-Wooden  Monev  Scales  iwa  hundred  years  old.  -  liaulboy 
formerly  ouned  by  I'.bene/.er  I'.mersoii  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  years  ago.  —  .\iuient  Wooden  Waiter  formerly  owned  by  .Silas 
.Smith. —  Wooden  (  best,  property  of  lonatlian  l''.\ans,  ol  Wilming- 
ton, .mil  w.is  with  him  .it  the  siege  of  bosion  in  winter  ot  1775  .ind 
177(1.  (In  the  cover  is  a  chec  ker-bo.ud  burned  in  by  some  libinl 
Instrument  and  made  for  whiling  aw.iv  the  weaiy  hour^  in  i..cnip; 
Mr.  Warren  i'^.  luiton  is  great-grandson  (jf  the  sister  of  the  .dio\e 
named  lonathan  L\ans.  —  (.'hair  nearlv  two  hundred  \e,irs  old, 
formerlv  owned  by  I'imothy  WakeheKl,  a  soldier  of  the  ke\olution, 
who  was  at  the  taking  of  liurgoyne's  army  .it  I'ii  oiideroga,  .M.iv 
10,  1775.  —  (  Mil  I  )eed  ilrawn  in  1726.  —  .Music  book  two  huiidred 
years  old.  —  boston  Cir:t-//i',  1770. —  .\ew  I'.nglaiiil  // ivZ/i'  /<'/// //,;/, 
172.S.  —  (  )ne  number  of  second  year's  issue  of  Cfiii f'luiioii, 

I1S2S. —  Indian  Mortar  (stone)  owned  liy  .\lfreil  (  ai  ter.  —  (  Ir.ix  v 
dish  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  old. —  Ll.i.x  i.iised  in  North 
Reailing  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  —  Wooilen  (  .diio 
stampers  over  one  hundred  and  tifty  years  old.  —  Snult-lio.x  nuide 
by  Indians  from  bark  of  a  tree,  one  hunilreil  and  seventy  li\e  ye.ll■^ 
old. —  l'"irst  l^jistle  of  I'eter,  ])iinteil  1(117.  —  (  otton  (  (lunlerp.iue 
brought  from  Inilia  over  one  huiulreil  years  ago.  —  ( 'h  1  isti'iiing 
Robe  made  of  white  satin,  broc.ided  in  colors,  useil  in  170.S  bv  the 
great-great-great-grandmother  of  h'lances  Smith,  granild.iuglilei  ot 
tidward  .\ppleton,  T^sip — bottle  used  in  saddle-bag  in  lime  of 
(ieorge  Washington.  —  Lngraving  of  I  Kmiel  Webstei  .it  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  Masonic  .\|)ron  worn  by  the  gr.iiiilf.itliei ol  W  .  .S. 
Kichardson  from  iSjo  to  1.S40. —  S.itin  (  loak  owned  by  Mis.  I'eleg 
(  rocker  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  years  .igo  ;  also  a 

Tortoise-shell  I'latter  taken  from  .1  burning  house  in  (  harle^tow  n  on 
the  d.iy  of  the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill,  by  loseph  Hopkins. 

book  of  .\ccoiints  of  1  laniel  Swain  in  17S0. — (  .irveil  Shell  llai  k- 
lombs  one  hundred  and  twenty  yeais  old.  —  ■'  I  )esi  riptioii  ot  llu; 
.  \  merican  (  out ineiit,"  printed  ill  \  ms tenia  111  in  1  (17  1 . —  I  )essert  spoon 
two  hundred  years  old.  —  Charles  .Sumner  N'ase  which  always  stood 
oil  his  table  filleil  with  Howers,  now  owned  by  .Mrs.  (ieorge  l!os-,on. 

-  (Juilt  one  hundred  .mil  fifty  years  old.  —  1  .ineii  .Sheet  belonging  lo 
Mrs.  (Jalvin  Temple's  mother  previous  to  her  marriage  in  1790. — 
(.  up  I'lale  made  in  1792,  during  William  Henry  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration, bearing  his  likeness. —  Dutch  r.iintiiigof  Madonna  .ind  (  hild 
on  glass,  three  hundred  years  old.  —  (  ontinental  Money  ~  ninepem  e 
and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar,  17I().  —  Mrs.  Mark  Temple's  Wedding 
Shoes,  also  Towel  spun  .mil  woven  by  her.-—  Wedding  .Slipjieis  m.ule 
of  green  satin,  worn  by  the  great-great-great-gr.iiiilniotliei  of  Lucy 
H.  I  )amon,  also  pair  infant's  .Milts  one  hundred  and  Idly  ye.irs  old, 
fiom  same  family.  —  (  )ration  ilelivereil  in  (  h.iilesiown,  Julv  5.  171)7, 
owned  by  (..'heney  family. —  I'ope's  "  l\ssa)  on  .Man,"  piinled  in  1  S  1  5. 
—  (  )ne  of  a  pair  of  plates  brought  from  the  .\ iiti-.Slav  ery  .Soiiel)  ot 
I'jigland,  by  William  Lloyd  (iarrison,  to  Mrs.  |juii.h  I'e.ibody,  hfly 
years  ago.  —  Table  from  which  (Jeiieial  Warren  .ite  his  diniiei  .1  tew 
days  before  his  fall  at  bunker  Hill.  —  .Silver  (  ase  owned  by  .Maiisoii 
LIpton,  of  North  Reading. —  I  )esk  used  by  Rev.  Leler  Sanborn. — 
Ma|j  printed  and  |)ublished  in  l.Siy,  by  t.dw.iiil  Ruggles,  aiueslor  of 
the  Ruggles  family.  —  I'ictiires  of  bnialhan  and  Mis.  Lro^l.  —  (  Hd 
bible  from  Dinsmoor  family,  1770.  —  Corsets  two  luinilieil  ye.iis  old, 
from  Sweetser  family. —  Pencil  China  more  than  Iwo  huiidied  ve.iis 
old.  It  came  to  .Mrs.  Lizzie  Dewey  from  her  mother,  who  w.i^  .1 
descendant  of  |ohn  .\lden  of  "  M  ayllow  er  "fame.-  II  at  w  c  nil  by  Lieut . 
Da\id  barker  at  battle  of  l.e.xingtim  .md  bunker  Hill.  -  I'ableiliilh 
and  Tow  el  spun  and  woven  by  the  mot  her  of  M  rs.  (  luirles  1'.  How  ,ird 
over  one  hunilreil  )ears  ago. —  Liist  Sheet-iron  Stov  e  used  in  .North 
Reading.  —  Melodeon  played  in  the  old  Reading  ll.nid  by  ,111  am  es- 
tor  of    De.\ter    rem|)le.  —  (;eogra|)hy   printed   in    179-.  —  Cabinet 
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from  N'okohania,  Japan.  -  \\  (loileii  <  lic^l  IiIIliI  with  sihn  inuiiLy 
liniiif^ht  from  (Jliarleslou  n  lo  KiMilini;,  for  >af(j  keeping,  about  ihe 
time  of  tile  bomliardnient  of  llie  plate  I))  ihe  lirilish,  in  1775.-  — 
|)ociiment  sliowing  the  oigani/atioii  of  first  N'oiing  MeiiV  (,'liristiaii 
Association  formed  in  Reaciing,  jane  ::4,  iSoi.  Signetl,  Thomas 
Woodward,  l.ot  i'ool,  James  J(;hiisoii,  Samuel  Meleiuly,  James 
C'ogin,  Josei)li  1  lamon,  Jr.,  .\,iron  r.irker,  Jr.,  Riifns  I  lanion,  Jona- 
than Baldwin,  Warren  I'erkins.  —  Cannon  carved  from  the  rock  of 
C'ribraltar.  —  .Silver  t'aiullesticks  and  snul^ers  ninety-fi\  e  years  old. — 
Cushion  sent  from  luigland  to  .\iili-Slavery  Ha/.aar  in  Hoston,  and 
bought  by  Kenben  Weston,  lifly  years  .igo.  —  ('apt.  (ieorge  ISatch- 
elder's  sword. —  llat  worn  in  the  uarof  1S12  by  ancestor  of  Mrs. 
.\daline  l!ro\vn. —  (ira|)e  shot  tiom  Me.\icaii  \\  ar. —  Inm-stcjiie  W.ire 
I. amp  ne.irly  <jne  hundred  ye. us  old,  used  by  ancestors  of  lion. 
Horace  (1.  W.idliii.  —  I'late  representing  the  landing  of  Lafayette 
in  this  country,  in  1SJ4. .\  piece  of  the  lianquet  Table  used  at  the 
celebration  (jf  the  two  liundreiltli  anni\ersary  of  the  settlement  of 
the  town.  Preserved  anil  markeil  "iS.(4"  by  L'aleb  Wakefield, 
presitlciit  of  the  day  .  —  .Seville  Snalli  one  lunulred  and  twenty  ye,us 
old. —  ke\ olutionary  Sword  c.iiried  through  siege  cjf  X'alley  Korge, 
bv  Lieutenant  Symoiuls. —  Stone  I'i.ite  twi)  hundred  anil  lifty  yeais 
old. --l_'u])  belonging  to  first  comniimion  ser\ice  in  North  Reading. 
Window  frcnii  lirst  church  in  .North  Reading. —  liook  of  I'saliiis  of 
1  )a\ id,  printetl  in  1590,  the  oUlesl  article  in  the  collection. -  - M rs. 
Martha  I  )anioii  contributed  several  articles  from  the  Ceiieral  Han- 
cock family,  of  which  she  is  a  descendant.  S(jnie  document.s,  also, 
which  date  back  to  1750.  —  A  Spoon  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
old.  —  .\  I'lunie  llat  worn  by  Warren  (  ampbell  at  the  celebration 
lifty  years  ago.  —  China  and  .Siher  mie  hundred  and  fifty  antl  two 
hundred  years  old.  —  (  )ld  l)ocuiiieiit  bearing  ilate  of  1779,  also  co])y 
of  I  >ecl.uation  of  I ndepeiideni  e.  —  Pictures  of  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Chute, 
from  whom  Chute  Street  was  named,  and  the  picture  of  their 
adopted  daughter,  who  afterwards  became  the  mother  of  the  Carter 
family,  loaned  by  Mrs.  Iloideii.  —  The  picture  of  the  homestead  of 
I  >aiia  I'arker,  now  owned  by  Milton  I'arker,  painted  by  Miss  la/z.ie, 
sister  of  Dana  I'arker,  whose  picture  was  also  upon  the  walls. — 
An  old  (..'andelabrum  iietween  two  hundred  aiul  three  hundred  veais 
old.  —  All  (dd  Chair  similar  to  the  (kneriior  Car\er  chair,  at  I'lv- 
niouth,  two  hundred  or  more  years  old. 

Old  LInitarian  ( 'oniminiion  Service,  crystal  decanters,  antl  font. — 
Sevres  Dish  made  f<ir  Louis  Philippe. —  (  »ld  .Miniature  Portrait  of 
Iklward  Appleton.  —  Sw<ird  and  Pelt  worn  by  Captain  Urooks. — 
First  grant  for  grist  and  saw  mill  pri\ilege  in  North  Reading  given 
under  King  ('leorge  II.,  17-y.  —  Cliair  owned  by  J udd  familv,  one 
hunilrecl  and  lifty  years  <ild.  —  Iron-stone  or  Pasalt  Teapot  two  hun- 
dred years  old.  —  Cashmere  Valley  .Shawl.  —  Siher  < 'omb,  set  with 
1  hinest(jnes,  over  one  hinulreil  years  old  — Luster  Ware  Pitcher 
witli  white  raised  figures.  —  lllue  Washington  Plate.  — Cane  two 
lunulred  and  fifty  years  old. —  Wooden  Scotch  Sugar  Powl  three 
hundred  years  old.  —  Counterpanes  one  hinidred  .uid  two  hundred 
years  (dd. —  Mortar  and    Pesile,  turned  from  a  knot  of  wood  by 


.  \  I  li.it  h,n  Kendall,  am  estor  of  the  k  en<l,dl  f.imilv,  si  \  enl  v  li  \  <•  yc.i  rs 
old.  I'.ieadlh  of  broi  ,ided  silk  dicss  belonging  lo  .Mrs.  Robl. 
Jiuies  one  hundred  and  titty  yeais  old. --  1 1  and  painteil  India  (  up  ■ 
and  Saucer  se\enty  li \e  years  old. —  Pine  Tree  Shilling  owned  by 
•Miss  Maria  Parker.  -  Wine  Classes  used  bv  the  Prince  of  Wales 
during  his  \  isit  to  I'.oston.  —  <  Ikl  llible,  illustrated,  from  .Mrs.  Newell 
llowes.  —  Siher  i  )ollar,  bearing  date  of  179(1,  now  owned  by  Mis. 
(leorge  Richarilson. —  Wetlding  Dress  worn  by  .\bigail  .Smith  (ioiiig 
in  iS-io,  property  of  Mrs.  ('.  P.  Weston,  her  grand-niece.  — Saddle 
.Shoe  worn  by  the  wife  of  Dr.  Win.  I  lay  about  1717.  --()ld  \\  01, den 
.S|)ooii  owned  by  Win.  Llelcher. —  Woiuleii  .Monu)  .Scales,  two  liun- 
dretl  ye.trs  old  belonging  to  llairy  Cook.  —  Chair,  three  hundred 
veals  old,  owned  bv  W  111.  (  .trier. .\ iic ien t  Pitcher,  coiiliibuled  by 
.Mrs.  .\rkaid  llolden.  —  Cabinet  inlaid  with  Iwehe  dillereiit  kinds  of 
wood  collected  ami  made  b\  hand  in  the  N'osemile  X'alley.  -  -  Silk 
Cra/y-(|uilt  from  .Mis.  William  Tavlor.  —  Washington  Pitcher  owned 
bv  Mrs.  (ieori;e  IIos>(jn.  —  (  >ld  .Map  of  Reatling,  dated  1745,  con- 
Iribuled  by  llairison  ( lleasoii. —  hirst  Deed  of  llie  L'plon  Ibniic-- 
steacl  in  .North  Reading,  gi\'eii  in  1 7  ^ :;.-—(  hair  and  Waiili  owned 
by  Rev.  Idkd)  .Stone,  second  |)astoi  of  the  I'iisl  (  cnigreg.iticuial 
(  hurch,  .Noiih  Re. idiiig.  —  Putter  Molds  c.irxed  b\'  hand  i>ne  hun- 
dred years  ago,  .Mis.  Levi  .\bboll.  -  W  Idle  .Satin  Weilding  .Slippers 
worn  in  1797  bv  .Mrs.  Luciiula  Parker,  ot  North  Reailing. --  Robert 
Thomas's  Almaiuns  from  1  S07  to  1S51.  —  .Vncieiil  Pine  and  .Sihei 
Class  Pitcher  from  Sophi.i  Latoii,  North  Reatling,  —  Ridg\\ay  Plate, 
two  hundred  years  old,  Miss  .\bliie  llolt.  North  Reading.  —  White 
Lace  \'eil,  Counterp.iiie,  and  Linen  Sheets,  one  hiiiidretl  vears  old, 
from  Mrs.  L.  P.  Talwards,  Ntnlh  Re.iding. — Straw  M.its  used  for 
tea  cups,  from  .Miss  C.  (  iowing. 

The  pictures  in  the  art  room  were  contributed,  and  the  larger  part 
painted,  by  Reading  artists.  The  china  .iiitl  .irl  needlewink  were 
also  e.xeciiteil  by  Reading  ladies. 

Mr.  I'!\erett  Mall,  who  resides  in  Re.uling,\ er\'  kimlK  .issislcd  the 
committee  in  carrying  out  their  pi, ins  for  this  room.  The  tenter 
piece  on  the  north  wall  was  contributed  by  him,  ami  was  painted  by 
the  artist  Ca\allaro.  .Mr.  Hall  also  furnished  the  dra|)ei les,  together 
with  the  rugs,  a  table,  sofa,  chair,  and  ottoman.  .Ml  ihe  other  fur- 
niture and  i)ric-a-brac  in  the  rofjm  were  furnished  bv  Re.uling  people. 

.\moiig  these  was  a  car\  ed  teak-wo<  kI  (  luiir  brouglit  tiom  (  .ticuita, 
also  a  hand-painted  Tire  Screen  owned  b\  Mis.  Henry  -\.  Prown. — 
.\  Piano  Lamp  and  handsome  Rally's  (  hair  upholsieied  in  s.iliiion- 
pink  brocatelle,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Tdmore  I'.iiker. —  I  eri.i-cotta 
Piano  Lamp  and  l'"rench  llisipie  Figure,  from  Mis.  Talwaril  P. diner. — 
Screen  embroidered  witli  chestnut  buris,  from  .Mis.  Lretl  .Sperrv-  — 
An  ancient  .Salsunia  \'ase,  lioin  Mis.  l,i\einioie.- — Jap.inese  Ciiis- 
soniie  X'ase,  from  .Mis.  J.iincs  Wight.  -  Table  inlaid  with  mother  ol 
pearl,  from  Mis.  W illiam  1 1  ew es.  —  Te.i-t.d ile  ,ind  furnishings  beioiig- 
ing  to  .Mrs.  (  laleii  Parker.  —  I'aisel  with  picture  of  Dr.  Ilenr\  Prown, 
done  in  crayon  bv  .Mr.  Will  Kingm.m.  —  .\nothei  T^.isel  bearing. i 
picture  of  the  singer,  I  illi.in  Russell,  executed  bv  (ieoiL;e  .Mellell. — 
P.iiiipiet  Lamp  from  Miss  Nellie  Cook,  etc'. 
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CHARM'S  l''Rl':i)|'RI('K  FLIX  I'  was  hoin  in  [he 
old  North  I'lcciiitt,  now  Noilli   l\ciuiiiii;,  Jan.  iS, 
iXoS.     lie  was  the  son  of  Tclcr  ami  Mar\-  (Hums)  i'liiit. 

11  is  carl}'  ancestors  scltlctl  in  Salcni,  and  were  e\'idenlly 
possessed  of  biains  and  capital,  as  they  s(;on  became 
owners  of  lar^e  tracts  of  land  in  1  )an\ers  and  Reading;. 


THE  CHAS,  F.  FLINT  HOMESTEAD, 
I'.irk  Streel,  North  Ivu.iciin;,;. 
Nuw  owned  ami  oecupiucl  b\'  W.tllaLC  I''.  Uplon. 


'Hiese  tracts  were  in  turn  divided  and  subdivided  anion>;- 
the  sons  of  tiie  growin;^  families.  His  great-great-grand- 
father was  Deacon  William  l''lint,  son  of  Thomas,  of 
Danvers.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  one  of 
the  many  homesteads  of  this  j^rosperous  family,  a  tract 
of  well-wooded  land  some  half  a  mile  or  more  west  of  the 
meeting-house.  His  early  training  was  that  of  the  farm 
on  which  he  was  reared,  and  the  schools  oi  his  nati\'e 
town.  ])orn  of  a  virile  stock,  and  in  what  would  be  con- 
sidered in  those  d.ixs  aflluent  circiunstances,  he  grew  up 
a  young  man  of  strong  physicpie,  and  of  robust  moral 
character.  The  family  from  which  he  sprung  had,  from 
the  very  lieginning  of  the  settlement  of  the  precinct,  been 
active  in  all  its  alTairs.  Althougii  not  a  scholar  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word,  yet,  surrounded  by  an 
intellectual  atmosphere  superior  to  that  enjoyed  b)'  most 
families  of  the  day,  Mr.  Mint  grew  up  with  the  ambition 
of  being  a  man  among  men,  with  a  desire  to  do  rather 
than  to  say,  and  so  he  early  became  prominent  in  the 
alfairs  of  the  t(jwn.  He  was  public-sj^irited,  always  at  the 
head  of  progressive  movements,  lie  was  not  provincial, 
his  intellect  was  too  broad  for  that.  If  he  was  envious 
of  superior  merit,  it  was  not  the  envy  of  'J'hemistocles 
troubling  sleep.  On  the  contrary,  whenever  he  saw,  or 
thought  he  saw,  merit,  he  put  himself  to  much  trouble  to 
infuse  into  it  ambition  and  make  it  active. 

Mr.  Flint  was  a  man  of  unwearied  industry,  of  sound 
judgment,  and,  as  a  consequence,  prosperous.  He  was 
a  most  excellent  farmer.  He  put  fiis  brains  into  it,  as 
the  saying  is,  and  not  only  that,  but  through  -State  and 
county  shows,  and  nearer  home,  through  the  Farmers' 
Club,  of  which  he  w.is  one  tif  the  founders,  he  did  what 
in  him  lay  to  make  more  intelligent  the  labor  d(jne  in  the 
garden   patches  and   corn   fields,  not  only  of  his  own 


loc.ilitN .  but  of  the  whole  conuuonwealth.  Hut  llie  c  ulti- 
vating of  tile  soil  aiul  the  simple  .ativities  ol  the  vill.ige 
ni  \\hi(  h  he  li\ed  ilid  not  satis!)'  his  ambition  ;  he  desired 
to  win  success  in  larger  helds.  lie  engaged  in  real  estate 
and  railroad  enterprises  in  Middlesex  and  Essex  Counties. 
He  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Salem  iS:  Lowell  Rail- 
road, which  had  been  laid  out  through  the 
town  of  his  birth,  at  a  time,  too,  when  it 
needed  it  greati)',  and  largely  through  his 
energy  and  by  his  means  it  became  an 
accomplished  fact.  He  was  chosen  a  tlirec- 
tor  of  the  road,  and  afterwartis  its  presi- 
dent, which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of 
his  decease.  He  was  also  for  man)'  \  ears 
ail  inlluential  tlireclor  of  the  Wamesit  I'.ank 
in  Lowell.  Mr.  Mint  died  Jan.  i;^,  i.S(„S, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  A  few  da)s  be- 
fore, Inisiness  had  called  hnn  to  the  city  of 
Salem.  While  walking  along  he  slipjied 
and  fell,  striking  his  head  upon  the  side- 
walk. Rendered  partially  unc(jnscious,  he 
was  assisted  to  his  feet  by  a  stranger  who 
was  near.  His  injuries  at  tirst  were  not 
considered  serious,  but  illness  set  in  and 
he  dieil  shortly  after  of  congestion  of  the 
brain,  the  result,  without  doubt,  of  the  fall. 
His  loss  was  deeply  lamented  in  the  business  circles  in 
which  he  moved,  where  his  lo)  alt)'  ami  public  spirit  had 
won  for  him  affection  and  esteem.  '  In  iS.jo,  Mr.  Mint 
married  Harriet  .\.  Lvans,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  I'hebe 
Evans,  of  South  Reading,  now  Wakefield. 

.\  few  weeks  after  her  marriage  it  became  the  sad  duty 
of  Mrs.  Mint  (was  it  not  alscj  a  privilege.''  i  to  minister  at 
the  dying  l)edside  of  an  uncle  of  her  husband,  the  fuiest 
brain  and  one  of  the  sweetest  souls  e\  er  born  to  the  North 
I'recinct —  Rev.  'i'imothy  Flint.  He  was  born  in  17S0, 
entered  ILux  ard  College  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  gradu- 
ating in  1800.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Lunenburg.  It 
was,  however,  for  that  early  time,  of  short  duration. 
Always  a  student,  he  was  especially  interested  at  this  time 
in  scientific  studies.  To  the  dull  country  people,  lii>  ex- 
perimental work  with  the  simple  apparatus  he  had  made 
was  a  m)'stery  not  at  all  divine.  (  hiite  the  contrary.  Sen- 
sitive, reserved,  as  the  fniest  type  of  minds  is  apt  to  be,  he 
could  not  endure  the  torment  of  Dame  Rumor's  evil 
tongue.  So  he  shook  the  dust  of  the  little  village  from  off 
his  feet  and  went  a  missionary  into  the  western  wilds. 

He  lived  among  these  rough,  untutored  people  man)' 
years,  teaching  theni  and  preaching  to  them.  l!ut  his 
cultivated  brain  made  him  more  than  a  teacher,  UKjre 
than  an  evangelist.  In  1826,  there  came  from  his  pen 
the  "  Recollections  of  Ten  Years  Passed  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Mississippi,"  a  work  which  lifted  him  into  the  front 
ranks  of  the  /Vmerican  authors  of  that  time.  The  book 
was  republished  in  England  and  had  an  extensive  circula- 
tion in  France,  from  this  time  his  days  were  mostly 
given  to  literary  work.  He  contributed  to  periodical 
journals,  l'",uglish  as  well  as  . Vmerican,  was  the  author  of 
(piite  a  number  of  lujvels  of  high  order,  ,is  well  ,is  lectures 
upon  natural  histmy,  geology.  chemistr\',  etc.     .\11  too 
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L-arly  his  health,  never  robust,  g.ive  way  and  lie  came 
l)ack  to  the  home  of  his  fathers  to  die.  Loving  hands 
closed  his  eyes  for  the  last  time,  August  i6,  1840. 

To  those  who  know  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  the 
years  of  his  active  business  career,  it  is  no  secret  that  to 


BIRTHPLAi.  E  OF  riMOTHY  FLINT, 
Ml.  VernoTi  Strecl,  N'lrili  kc.iiliiig. 

the  energy  and  foresigiit  of  the  wife  he  had  chosen,  much 
of  his  success  was  due.  .\fler  his  death  Mrs.  Flint  be- 
came the  almoner  of  his  fortune.  A  bequest  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  was  the  basis  of  the  present  library  in  the 
old  second  [parish,  now  the  town  of  North  Reading. 
The  legacy  was  originally  given  f(M'  the  benelit  of  its 
schools.  i'he  annual  interest  accruing  from  the  gift  was 
t(j  be  exiiended  in  the  purchase  of  live  gold  medals,  to  l)e 
given  to  those  pupils  who  had  made  the  most  improve- 
ment during  the  year.  It  w.is  a  \'er)'  laudable  purpose, 
but  its  execution  seeming  impracticable,  Mrs.  l-'lint  wisely 
determined  to  make  it  the  basis  of  a  librar)'.  One  iialf 
the  sum  was  expended  in  books,  and  trustees  selectetl. 
Later,  ^^rs.  I'lint  •rave  to  the  town  a  ^oodlx'  sum,  the  in- 
lerest  of  which  was  to  be  expended  "  f(jr  the  lienefit  of 
said  library." 

The  town  in  accepting  tiie  gift  passed  tiie  following 
resolutions  :  — 

/uw/vtv/,  'I'hat  we,  as  a  town,  hereby  express  to  Mrs. 
Harriet  N.  Flint  our  grateful  a|)preciation  of  the  warm 
interest  she  has  taken  in  the  pros|)erily  of  our  town, 
the  culture  of  its  citizens,  and  the  education  of  our  youth. 

A'cso/tci/,  That  we  also  gratefully  recognize  her  interest 
in  our  welfare,  as  shown  in  her  original  gift  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  to  establish  a  library,  and  ip  adding  to  that 
gift  two  thousand  dollars  *  as  a  perpetual  fund,  to  be  known 
as  the  Mint  Afeniorial  Fund,  the  inteiest  of  which  is  to 
be  yearly  expended  in  adding  t(j  the  i'lint  Library. 

In  1S75,  Mrs.  I''lint  erected  the  elegant  edifice  tiiat 

*  since  iiiLic.iscd  tu  lliice  Uunis,iii(l, 


now  stands  in  the  center  of  the  \ill.ige,  known  ,is  the 
Flint  Memorial  Hall.  The  lirst  story  contains  the  I'lint 
Library  and  the  town  of'hces  ;  the  middle,  a  sjiacious. 
Well-lighted  hall,  with  a  gallery  and  anterooms;  and  the 
upper,  a  baiKpiet  liall  and  other  conveniences.  At  its 
dedication  Dr.  Oeorge  1!.  Loring,  of  Salem,  delixered  a 
eulogy  upon  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Mint,  and  ad- 
dresses were  also  made  b_\'  the  lion.  C'ii;irles  L.  flint, 
Rev.  Granville  Sharpe  Abbott,  and  others. 

Not  only  has  Mrs.  Flint  built  for  the  old  ncnth  pre- 
cinct, in  memor)'  (jf  her  husb.md,  this  large  and  hanil- 
some  building,  but  she  has  showered  literally,  year  after 
ye.ir,  golden  blessings  on  the  little  town.  The  war 
debt  which  weighed  heavily  upon  its  taxpayers  h.is, 
thrt)iigh  her  generous  endeavors,  ceased  to  Ije  a  burden. 
The  iiigh  school,  wiiich  the  town  is  not  by  law  obliged  to 
support,  would  have  long  since  ceased  to  be,  had  Mrs. 
Mint  not  come  again  and  again  to  its  support.  The 
roadways  of  the  old  precinct  are  the  better  for  her  giving, 
and  the  churches  year  after  year  feel  the  touch  of  her 
kindly  impulses.  And  Mrs.  Flint  has  not  forgcjtlen  the 
parish  of  her  birth.'  Its  library,  its  schools,  the  philan- 
tliropic  enterprises  of  its  citizens,  have  all  been  generously 
remembered.  Airs.  Flint  was  born  in  the  south  j^arisli 
of  the  old  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  "  (Ireat  I'ond," 
August  1815.  .She  now  resides  on  the  high  land  at 
the  east  of  Crystal  Lake.  Although  fourscore  years  of 
age,  we  trust  that  the  appointed  time  that  comes  to  all 
the  living  is  many  \  ears  hence  for  her.  However  that 
may  be,  the  old  south  parish  can  never  forget  that  it  had 
the  honor  of  her  birth,  and  surely  her  sister  at  the  north 
will  hold  in  blessed  memory  the  name  of  her  husband 
and  her  own  so  long  as  the  risers  run  to  the  sea. 

The  following  appreciative  lines,  written  by  Mrs.  Mary 
I''.  (Jenkins)  flint,  ha\e  an  appropriate  place  here. 

Ti)  Mus.  iiAkuii;r  \.  i-i.i\r. 

(Nnilli   Ue.lililiK'i  liuini.lc  Irihulc.) 

'  I'is  said  thai  in  ,in  ain.icnl  hall,  •  ■ 

llii;li  uiMJii  iN  fic-.i.iic(l  wall, 

In  shailDWL'il  nil  hr,  a  st.ilnc  stixiil, 

nf  wdiiian  fair  in  lh<inL;lilf ill  nniuil. 

And  once  when  biavc  niun  hllcd  tin-  hall,  — 
Their  hearts  grown  faint  at  war's  stern  i  .dl, — 
lK)wn  fruni  her  luni;  hekl  niche  she  i..une, 
And  wcirds  of  wisdom  spake  to  them. 

Sii  came  In  /m  in  later  ilays, 

A  wiiman  whnm  we  lii\e  tn  praise: 

Nurth  Ke.idinn's  friend  in  d.irkest  hiiiirs. 

Silent  and  s\\eet  as  the  fragranee  of  llowers, 

<  Ml,  crown  her  with  the  oak's  fresh  leaves! 
And  bearded  grain  from  golden  sheaves, 
h'ind  the  merriest  maidens  of  the  town, 
.\nd  liid  them  twine  for  her  the  crown. 

Now  bring  brave  youths,  the  wise,  the  good, 
Whose  lips  the  wine-cii])  ha\e  withstood, 
.\nd  they  shall  crown  \orlh  Reading's  ipieeii, 
\o  tow  n  so  proud  as  onrs,  I  ween  ! 

As  in  years  that  are  p. 1st,  so  for  years  that  shall  come, 
May  she  li\e  and  renu-mber  her  riverside  home, 
And  the  hills  and  green  meadows,  where  winds  our  okl  rivet. 
Shall  echo  aiul  re-echo  her  praises  forever. 


NORTH  READING. 


'/r  a  session  of  the  General 
Court  held  Oct.  14,  165 1, 
the  following  vote  was 
passed  :  — 

In  answer  to  the  petition  of 
the  inhal lit.mts  of  J\eading  this  eonrt  doth 
grant  them  as  an  addition  to  their  former 
hounds  a  tertayne  traet  of  lantl  about  two 
miles  content  lying  between  Mr.  ISelling- 
li.im's  f<irme  and  the  great  river,  and  so  to 
joyne  their  former  fower  miles  grant  so  as  it 
hath  not  been  already  granntecl  to  any  towiie 
lEF  MARSHAL  CARPEMTER.  l'''''''^""'        P'^j '"licing  any  former  grannt. 

This  "  tw  o-mile  content  "  was  a  strip  of  territory  north 
of  the  Ipswich,  or  the  "  great  river,"  about  two  miles  in 
breatlth  and  live  in  length,  extending  from  the  river 
north  to  (iovernor  JJellingham's  farm,  now  Andover, 
and  from  Salem  on  the  east  to  Woburn  on  the  west. 
It  was  a  beautiful  expanse  of  country,  and,  diversified 
as  it  was  by  hill  and  meadow,  it  very  naturally  tempted 
the  cupidity  of  the  early  dwellers  of  the  townshij),  who 
had  come  so  recently  from 
their  l^nglish  homes. 

The  river  meadows  were 
first  divided,  the  Itjts  run- 
ning frcjm  east  to  west  ;  this 
was  in  165S.  A  \ear  later 
the  uplands  were  divided, 
the  lines  running  '•  nere 
north  "  from  the  ten-rod  way 
that  followed  the  edge  of 
the  upland  to  the  Ando\'er 
boundary.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  of  the  original 
proprietors  left  their  homes 
by  the  lakesides  to  the  south 
to  take  up  their  abode  in 
the  new  Canaan.  On  the 
contrary,  every  one,  from 
minister  ttj  poorest  layman, 
either  sold  the  acres  that 
iiad  come  to  him  bv  lot 
or  gift,  or  passed  them  along 


to  his  lawful  heirs.  The  wa\'s  at  the  beginning  i;f  the 
settlement  of  the  territiMy  were  prcjbably  simply  tr.tils  01 
bridle-paths. 

The  ten-rod  way  above  mentioned  extended  from  the 
site  of  "Lobs  Pound  "  mill  to  the  Salem  line,  folhnving  in 
its  windings  the  edge  of  the  upland.  A  sixteen  rod  wa\ 
was  laid  out  to  the  Andover  line,  the  southern  terminus 
being  just  below  the  present  village.  (See  Cudidioii-^  h/ii/ 
Parish  /.ii/n/s.  i  Tliis  way  was  never  anything  iiKire,  prob- 
al)ly,  than  a  driftway  or  briclle-i3ath,  antl  it  is  tlotibtful  if 
it  was  ever  very  much  used. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  a  committee  who,  with 
Sergeant  CJeorge  Mint,  i)eraiubulated  the  line  in  170.S  :  — 

keathng  the  li)th  of  hebruary,  1707-S. 

W  e,  the  sid isciibers,  being  appointed  bv  the  seletlmen  of  -^.lid 
Reading  to  peiand)nlate  on  the  town  of  Reatling's  part  with  Scrm-.int 
( ieorge  I'Mint,  w  lio  is  proprietor  on  botli  -.ides  of  llu-  tow  u's  land  th.ii 
is  called  the  sixteen-pole  way  thai  was  laitl  out  from  Andovii"  oM 
liridge,  a  place  so  calletl  in  said  Reading  bet\\een  llic  lot  ih.il  w.i-- 
I  )eacon  (  'c;wdrey's  that  said  f  lint  li\es  cjn  and  the  lot  that  was 
William  I  .aiikin's  that  said  flint  bous'hl  of  he.non   filch;  and  on 
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TOWN  OFFICIALS  OF  NORTH  READIN(3. 


\lnHUK  V.  VVU,K,  r,uvil  ClLTk. 

loslii'H  D.  (;u\MN(.,   SulL-UllKin  (S,Y,-,-/ury), 
Treasurer  and  ( 'olleclor,  Overseer  of  llie 
I'lHir,  AsSL'Ssnr. 
.  -Mll.rciM  R,>i;lNs,,N.,        S,  l„„,i  (  „iniinllee. 


KnwAki)  A.  C.\nrK\Ti._K,  Hoard  of  Seleetiiieu 
Assessor,  and  l>\eiseer 

tile  Poor. 


W'n  i.iAM  I.  N.rii,,!  s,         SlIio,,!  C'.i.iDninee 

.Mai,  ]  IN  L.  H  a^waui.,  Seleuiii.in,  Assess,, r, 

and  Overseer  of  llie  I'oor. 
I'liWAM,  II.  I'\KK,,,,.  S.  iio,,|  t'oinnnllee 

(.SV,  <-,:',„-,■., 


()!■    rill':  ANCIKNT  TOWN  Ol'   Kl'.l  )l  )1  .\'( : 


lliL'  l\\enlv-lii>l    tl.iy  nf  April,  1707,  wIrii   !))■  wamiii.u  In  SLiid 

I'linl  he  iliti  uiclI  willi  u>  iiii  said  plate  ;  aiul  oil  tluj  wcslcil)  ^illc  "I 
Ihc  wav  al  I  Iil- s(  m  I  hci  1  y  likI  x\  c  lic.nan  at  a  ,L;rcat  lilack  (lak  fairly 
iiiarkLcl,  ami  im  the  same  side  of  s.ud  way  we  fdimd  at  the  middle 
a  pine  tree  at  the  U<\i  of  ,i  roek_\  liill  that  had  been  an  (ild  maik  i>n 
the-  west  side  of  the  tree;  and  we  i  ouUl  diseern  part  of  a  W  and  an 
I,  ,nid  the  n n nd ler  se\ ent een  marked  thus,  X  \' 1  1 .  Then  we  went 
unio  the  north  entl,  and  i>n  ihi'  said  west  sitle  of  the  s.iul  way  we 
f(innd  a  white  oak  tiee  f.nrh'  marked;  then  N\  e  measnred  sixteen 
poles  eastw:ird  from  the  last  said  tree,  and  in  .ni  old  stump  ot  a  tree 
we  made  a  he.ip  ni  stones,  .nid  set  up  a  stake  at  the  sixleeii-pole 
end  ;  .md  then  on  the  west  sitle  of  the  s,nd  si\teen-])ole  we  run  down 
to  tile  middle  m.irk  ami  m. irked  se\er;d  trees  ;  and  then  we  run 
again  ficun  the  middle  imirk  to  the  southerly  end  and  in;irked  many 
trees  ;  ;iud  the  line  i  ;ime  through  p.irt  of  said  I'  lint's  fuither  oreharil 
[  Thoil  I  ;  .lud  s.ud  l  lnit  was  present  with  ns. 

I  THOMAS  XK'KOL.S. 

Signed      ri.MoriiN'  wii,i;\ . 
..    ,    ^      ,     ,     [  j(  isi',1'1 1  ur  UN  k.i'. 

This  AikIdvci'  way  \v;is  i^ixcn  tip  in  171.S,  and  another, 
a  ten-rod  \va\-,  laid  out  alon^"  the  western  bounchiry  of 


;il>()\'e.  The  hi^h\\a\'  which  now  L;oe.s  ;\(_ri)ss  llie  iiickIdw 
w;is  hiiill  in  1  ,S  1  ,S  or  i  S  1  (). 

The  back-row  ro;id  w;is  01  i^i n.i  11  y  ;i  ten-rod  w.iy,  .iiul 
was  laid  out  pidl);il)l)-  h}'  the  first  siii\'ey  in  i(i()i. 

The  mention  ot  Andover  ■'old  w;iy  "  in  tiie  repoii  of  .1 
coiniiiitlee  iiKide  in  17  uS  (see  Coiiiiinuis  mi,/  /  ,iri\/i 
Jjiihh  )  is  WW  i;ii()d  evidence  that  there  w;is  an  .\ndover 
new  w;i)'  somewhere  in  tlie  preciiut  ;tt  lh;it  time.  It  w.is 
doubtless  locateil  in  the  western  part  of  the  iiaiisli.  I'lie 
old  (lould  ro;td,  leading;'  from  the  l);\ck-row  kkuI  to  the 
turniMke.  is  perhaps  a  |);ut  of  it.  The  turnpike  w.is  not 
built  till  iSoO.  In  1755,  a  road  leading;  Irom  Jon.ith.in 
li;ichellor's  to  Nod  Mill  was  laid  out.  .\  diiltw.iy  w.is 
granted  John  Mackintire  from  his  house  lo  tiie  road  !>}■ 
Josiah  llayward's  in  1756. 

The  first  w;iy  across  the  meadows  separating-  S,\tller's 
Neck  from  the  ten-rod  way  was  l.iitl  out  |)robabl_\- in  1717. 
In  1754  a  bridle-path,  one  rod  ;ind  a  half  wide,  was  l;iid 
out   over    bare    nie.ulow  from    the  road  ne.ir  b,i)ene/'er 
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CHIEF  MARSHAL  CARPENTER  AND  STAFF. 

Nordl  Rc.ulin;.;'s  CV'k-br.Uiini. 

i  ;dw,n  (l   D.  I'.n  kur.        Willis  I'.  Snnlli.        J .  .Milu.u  Kohiiison. 
llunry  .\.  I'pluii.        Kdw.nd  k.  ( ".n       lir.        W.iU.ict;  V.  Ujiliiii.        I'.urlun  K.  S\ iim 


Sergeant  Flint's  farm.  This  io;id,  beginning  at  the  meet- 
ing-house, followed  very  closely,  with  the  exception  of  its 
southern  and  northern  portions,  the  present  road  to 
^Xndover.  The  new  road,  ;U  its  beginning  near  the  meet- 
ing-house, ran  parallel  ttj,  but  some  rods  west  of,  the 
present  one.  (See  Coiiiiiions  aiiil  I\irish  J.aiui.<.)  'I'he 
upper,  or  northern  jjortion,  turned  to  the  left  at  the 
"back-row"  road,  ;ind  then  ;x  few  rods  further,  lo  the 
right;  from  here  it  followed  the  lr;ick  of  the  present  old 
road  wdiich  leads  to  the  b;ise  of  Long  Hill.  It  then 
cur\ed  round  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill  to  the  plain 


Emerson's  to  the  house  of  S.imuel  Herrick  on  the  Neck. 
This  path,  in  i77fi.  became  a  highway  and  joined  the  road 
pieviously  mentioned  which  had  been  laid  out  across  the 
Ipswich  meadows.  Kbenezer  Kinerson  lived  at  the  corner 
of  wh;it  ;ire  now  I  hiverhill  and  l''ranklin  Streets,  in  Read- 
ing. The  ro.id  across  the  causeway  turned  to  the  left 
west  of  the  dwelling  of  the  kite  Webb  Nichols,  and,  after 
re:iching  ;i  point  ne.u'  the  house  of  the  late  Aaron  I'pton, 
turned  lo  the  right  ;iiul  joined  the  ri\'er  ro;id. 

I  bu  erhill  Street,  from  IS.ire  me.ulow  c;iuse\\ ay  ;is  it  now 
runs,  was  built  by  1\j1.  Daniel  Idint  in  1815  or  1S16.  The 
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TWO  IUTNM)RI':i)  AND  FI  !•  Tl  ICI'1 1  AN  N 1  V  I'.KSA  R  V 


THOMAS  NORTON  1 1 A  KT  was  hum  in  North  Reath 
int;',  Mass.,  Jan.  20,  i<S2().     Mis  father  was  I)aniel 
Ilart  ;  his  motiicr  a  chuii;iitL'r  of  John  Norton,  who  fou;j;lu 
in  the  Revohition.    The  Mart  family  is  clescendecl  from 
Samuel  Hart,  who  came  to  this  country  to  assist  in  the 
lirst  ir(jn  W(^rks   estahlished    in    Massachusetts.  These 
works  were  eslahlishecl  on  .Sau^iis  River,  and  the  descend- 
ants of  Samuel  I  fart  ctjntinued  to  m.d<e  L\'nnfteld  their 
home.    l'"roni  there  they  spread.    The  mother  of  Thomas 
N.  llart  was  Afargaret  Norton,  a  nati\-e  of  Royalston.  In 
1843,  'I'homas  N.  Hart  went  to  lioston  for  employment, 
and  in   1S44  he  entered  the  business  in  which  he  was  to 
become  a  leader.    At  hrst  he  was  .1  clerk,  later  a  partner, 
in  tile  firm  of  I'liilip  A.  I^ocke  Ov'  Co.     In  1S60,  he  look 
charge  of  the  business,  aiul  shortly  after  formed  the  lirm 
of  Hart,  'i'aylor      Co.,  which  was  highly  successful.  The 
lirm  dealt  in  hats,  caps,  and 
furs,  ami  became  tiie  largest 
of  its  kind  in  New  England, 
and  one  of    the   largest  in 
the  country.     In    187.S,  the 
partners    retired    with  a 
competency:    shortly   after,        '^f  ' 
Mr.    Hart    took    the  presi 
dency  of  the  Afount  X'ernon 
National    Rank,  a  positicjn 
he    still    holds    in     1  8  9  4. 
Among     his    partners  was 
the  late  l''rederick  I!.  I'aylor. 
They  married  sisters,  Rliza- 
betii  and   Abigail   Snow,  (jf 
Rowdoinham.     M.inie,  and 
each   marriage   was  blessed 
with     a    daughter,  since 
married.       .\  f  t  e  r  retiring 
from     mercantile  business, 
Mr.    Hart   bought  a  home 
on  Commonwealth  .\venue, 
lioston,  and  also  a  sinnmer 
home   at    Swampscott.  He 
attends  the   Church   of  the 
Cnit)',    lioston,    and    is  a 
member    of     several  clubs. 
His  public  life  began  after 
he  retired  from  mercantile  business.     .\t  the  request  of 
his  neighbors  and  friends,  he  served  in  the  lioston  Com- 
mon   Council,    1879-81.      In    th(jse    times    the  city 
council  did  legislative  and  executive  work,  and  Mr.  Hart 
became  practically  acquainted  with  city  and  governnient 
work.     He  took  special  interest  in  financial  matters,  antl 
while  his  probity  was  never  questioned,  his  judgment  was 
greatly  respected.     In  1882  and  1885-8G  he  served  as 
alderman.     It  was  in  those  years  that  the  government  of 
IJoston  was  entirely  recast.     The  city  coimcil  was  de- 
prived of  executive  power,  which  was  vested  in  the  mavor 
and  the  executive  departments.     At  the  same  time  the 
power  of  the  city  council  over  ta.xes  and  appropriations 
was  slernl\-  limited.     In  1885  and  iS8(),  Hugh  O'llrien,  a 
democrat,  was  ma^-tjr,    lioston  being  an  (jverwhelmingl)' 
democratic   city.     Mr.   Harl  was  a  republican,  and  his 
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HON,  THOMAS  N.  HART 


knowledge  of  city  all.iirs,  his  uniloubted  courage,  ti iget her 
with  his  reputation  for  fulelity  and  good  work,  made  him 
prominent.  In  1886,  the  Republican  City  ('onveiition 
nominated  him  for  mayor.  The  nomination  came  un- 
sought, l)ut  was  accepteil  on  the  condition  that  the  elec- 
tion of  the  m.uor  of  lioston  slujuld  not  be  treated  ,is  a 
p.irtis.iii  matter.  He  was  nomin.Uecl  four  xears  in  suc- 
cession, and  twice  he  w.is  electeel  on  a  [jlatform  made  by 
himself,  accepted  by  the  nominating  conventions,  ami 
ratified  bv  tiie  jieople  :  "  1  pledge  myself,  if  elected  ma\itr 
of  lioston,  to  administer  its  allairs  faithfull)',  honestly, 
according  to  law,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people, 
without  discrimination  on  account  of  creed  or  color, 
nativity  or  part)'."  In  1888,  he  recei\'ed  32,712  \otcs, 
being  the  largest  ever  polled  by  a  republican  in  lioston. 
.\s  mayor  he  was  true  to  the    rule  he    laid  down,  that 

the    object    of  republicans 
was  not  to  estalilish  u  gov- 
'■■  ■  _    ■  eminent  of  republicans,  for 

republicans,  but  good  gov- 
ernment for  the  equal  bene- 
fit of  all.  In  national  afYairs 
he  has  always  favored  the 
national  principles  ol  re.i- 
sonable  protection,  etjual 
rights,  sound  money,  and  the 
civil  service  law.  Mayor 
Hart  gave  special  atteiitimi 
t(_)  schools  and  school  build- 
ings, pushed  the  public 
works  he  found,  and  made 
one  or  two  new  departures 
in  government.  When  the 
contract  for  electric  lights 
expired,  the  company  was 
informed  that  the  city  would 
pa\'  foi't)'  cents  ior  each 
electric  hghl,  instead  of 
si\ty-fi\'e  cents,  as  under  the 
expiring  contract.  < 'n  M.iy 
I,  1889.  an  interesting  order 
introducing  the  trolley  s_\s- 
tem  of  electric  street  c.irs 
was  approved  ;  but  the  com- 
pany was  placed  under  bonds  to  protect  the  cit}  lroni 
harm,  this  bond  being  demanded  by  the  mayor  as  an  exec- 
utive act.  l''rom  this  beginning  the  trolley  system  spread 
rapidly  in  all  directions.  In  the  fiscal  year  1889  -90, 
the  actual  expenses  of  the  lioston  government,  conserva- 
tively administered,  were  S  1  7  865,433, 1 8  ;  in  1893-94, 
they  were  S2 1 ,696.999.35 .  I'Yom  .March  31,  1891,  to 
June  30,  1893,  a  period  of  great  prosperity,  Thoni.is  N. 
Hart  was  Postmaster  of  Roston,  under  an  unsolicited 
appointment  from  President  Hanison.  In  1893.  he  was 
again  nominated  for  mayor,  but  not  elected.  His  record 
in  ottice  appears  in  detail  in  the  publications  of  the  cit\' 
of  lioston,  esjiecially  in  the  City  Council  Proceedings 
for  i87(j  82,  1885  and  1886,  i88(j  .ind  i8()o,  and  in  his 
])ublic  messages,  also  in  the  reports  ol  the  Cnited  .States 
Post-oflice  1  )e[)aitnient  for  1891  93. 
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town  refused  to  build  the  road  in  1.S12,  but  an  order  ol 
the  court  obliged  it  to  regard  the  request  of  the  North 
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Precinct,  which  was,  that  a  road  be  built  "from  Bare 
meadow  causeway  to  Mr.  Stone's  meeting-house."  'Tra- 
dition has  it  that  the  colonel  desired  very  much  to  build 
the  road,  because  he  feared,  if  done  l)y  other  parties,  it 
might  be  run  so  as  to  trespass  upon  a  goodly  portion  of 
his  arable  land.  The  colonel,  certainly  for  some  reason, 
made  a  \  er)'  tempting  bitl  for  the  work.     Here  it  is  :  — 

Colonel  t'liiil  (ilftTs  "  1(1  nuikc  a  ^onil  and  Milllticnt  iciatl,  (In  all 
and  find  all  for  tWL-nty-t wo  luindrud  dollar^,  provided  the  town  will 
at  this  iiiectinjf  raise  eight  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  damages  with 
and  when  the  ro^d  is  completed  he  will  wait  one  vear  for  his  pa\, 
the  town  paying  him  three  per  (eiit.foi  his  money  and,  aftei  that 
time,  if  not  paid  he  re(piests  si\  per  eent.  till  p.dd." 

This  offer  the  town  accepted  Ma\-  1,  1(815,  and  ^'^^ 
committee,  iulmund  Parker,  Daniel  (iraves,  and  Joshua 
Putnam,  were  authorized  to  "  agree  with  Colonel  Mint  to 
make  said  road." 

The  earliest  way  to  Salem  was  along  the  ten-rod  way 
to  what  is  now  the  Peabody  boundar)',  then  across  the 
Ipswich  River  and  along  the  road  which  joins  the  Pynn- 
field  road  near  the  homestead  of  the  late  Daniel  Brown. 
Travelers  to  Lynn  forded  the  river  near  the  present  mill- 
dam  and  followed  the  line  of  the  present  Park  Street. 
To  reach  the  south  parish  one  was  obliged  to  cross  the 
river  at  Bob's  Pound  mill,  follow  the  line  of  what  is  now 
Mill  and  Pearl  Streets  in  Reading,  then  down  Salem 
Street  and  around  the  northern  and  eastern  shores  of 
"  Long  I'ond." 

The  families  who  came  earliest  to  the  new  territory  and 
rooted  themselves,  as  it  were,  deeply  into  tlie  soil  were 


the  I'plons,  the  Mclntires,  the  flints,  and  llie  Iviloiis. 
I'he  first  faunl}'  to  come  were  the  Djitons.       Tlie  name 

of  the  head  of   the  faiiiil\' 
:     ,   ,,  I  ,,  "s?^        was  plain  John.    He  settled 

ill  the  extreme  eastern  pari 
of  the  precinct,  near  wli.it 
was  then  tiie  Salem  line. 
He  must  lia\e  been  lu-re 
befoie  i^^iys,  for  in  that 
year  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  John  liatclielder,  jr., 
Benjamin  hitch,  and  Ilaii- 
n.inia  I'arker,  were  .qj- 
poiiited  b)'  the  town  to 
confer  with  him  and  his 
neighbor,  |(jliii  I'lielps,  and, 
"  with  all  love  ,iiid  teiuler- 
ness,''  seek  to  induce  tlu-in 
t(j  iii()\e  l)ack  their  fences 
or  buildings  from  the  ten- 
rod  way  11(1011  which  the)' 
had  encroached. 

Philip  i\rcl ntire  1  )uilt  his 
unambitious  dwelling  in  the 
upl.uid  pasture,  to  the 
northeast  of  llie  residence 
ot  lulward  l\,a\iior. 

'I'he  next  famil\-  to  come 
were  tlie  l'"liiits.  'I'lionias 
flint,    of    Salem  \'illage, 
bought  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  fiflv-seveii 
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poles,  that  fell  to  Deacon  Cowdrey  by  lot,  and  this  portion 
of  his  real  estate  at  his  death,  in  1663,  he  gave  to  his 
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ClIARLKS  PU'l'NAM  HOWARD  was  horn  in  North 
Reading,  then  the  nortii  precinct  ov  second  parisli 
of  the  town  of  Reading,  July  i,  1S09.  His  parents  were 
joim  and  Lucinda  (Siicldon)  I  loward.  His  fatiier  died 
April  16,  [864,  and  his  mother  Oct.  20,  i<S85,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years,  two  months,  thirteen 
days.  He  married,  Dec.  24,  1835,  Mary  Chapman  Ray- 
ner,  daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  and  Mary  R.a)'ner. 
There  were  two  children  by  this  marriage:  Charles  Warren, 
wlio  was  horn  Sept.  24,  1837,  ancl  died  June  29,  1838, 
and  Charles  Warren,  horn  June  7,  1841,  now  a  successful 
business  man  of  the  city  of  Lawrence.  Mr.  Howard's 
wife  died  in  North  Reading,  June  14,  1879,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years.  .Vpril  10,  1883,  he  married  .Sarah 
(I'utnam)  Hopkinson,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Captain 
Joshua  and  Eunice  (Howard)  I'utnam,  and  great- 
g  r  e  a  t  -great-granddaughter 
of  the  i-lex'.  Daniel  Putnam, 
the  fust  ordained  minister  of  ,  . 

the  old  North  Precinct,  who  ,   ,■  .  '  - 

-,■1:  ■  ■   ,  J'      ■  .  :■ 

died  June  20,   1759,  ,  ;  ' 

age  of  si.xty-lhree  years. 

Mr.  Howard  was  born  in  .    .  ■  •; 

wiiat  was  called  in  the  old 
parish  records  the  "  lower 
end,"  near  the  Middleton 
line.  His  father  was  a  farm- 
er, and  here  the  lad  lived 
up  to  his  seventeenth  year, 
attending,  in  his  early  teens, 
the  district  school  ;  later,  the 
academy  near  the  meeting- 
house, and  after  that  the 
academy  in  the  west  parish, 
now  Reading.  It  is  interest- 
ing here  to  note  that  his 
teacher  at  both  acailemies 
was  Master  John  JJatchelder, 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  a  man  of  repute  in  • 
tliose  days.  After  leaving 
school,  ^[r.  Howard  worked 
a  year  upon  the  farm,  and 
then  the  ambitious  spirit  of 

the  latl  tempted  him  to  enter  the  store  of  Mr.  Charles  C. 
Currier,  who  carried  on  a  shipping  and  grocery  business 
in  Salem.  A  tempting  in\  itation  to  enter  the  employ  of 
I'ierce  ^S:  (Joodnow,  a  lloston  firm  located  on  South 
Market  Street,  was  later  accepted.  In  1830,  however,  he 
bought  out  his  first  employer,  and  so,  at  twenty-one,  Mr. 
Howard  began  business  for  himself.  About  1836,  he 
Iniilt  a  store  in  North  Reading  and  placed  it  in  charge  of 
a  younger  brother,  John  !>.,  who  had  been  his  assistant 
from  the  1)eginning  in  the  Salem  store.  In  1841,  he  sold 
out  his  Salem  business  to  this  brother  and  moved  to  North 
Reading.  He  bought  the  old  academy  building  in  which 
he  had  spent  many  happy  days,  and  to  which,  with  "his 
satchel  and  shining  morning  face,"  he  certainly  did  not 
go  his  long  two  miles  "creeping  like  a  snail  unwillingly  to 
school."    Thither  he  moved  his  household  !>oo(ls  :  here  his 
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second  cliilcl  was  l)oi  ii,and  heie  he  lived  a  quiet,  unevent- 
ful life  for  fifteen  \ears.  In  \8^(>,  he  soUl  this  home  to 
.Mr.  Wari'en  A .  ( 'ain[)l)ull  .uul  built  .motlier  on  land  ad- 
joining his  store,  nearer  the  center  uf  the  \'ill.ige. 

May  28,  1844,  Reading  and  Wakelield  (then  South 
Reading)  celebr.rted  the  semi-centenn i<d  .mniversar)'  of 
their  conun(Mi  birthday.  Of  the  thirteen  citizens  of  the 
old  North  Precinct  who  were  members  of  the  general  com- 
mittee ha\  ing  the  celebration  in  cliaige,  onl\-  Mi'.  Howard 
has  sur\'i\'ed  to  w  itness  the  (|uarter-centennial  of  189 
lift)'  years  later. 

In  1853,  nine  years  after  the  semi-centennial,  the 
nortli  parish  broke  olf  fi'om  the  pai'ent  stem,  making  three 
iudepcMulent  municipalities,  whei'e,  in  i8i2,thei'e  was  but 
one. 

Mr.  Howard  was  chosen  tiie  lirst    cleik  o(    the  new 

town,  in   which   capacit)'  he 
served  iiis  fellow-citizens  w  ith 
.d)ility  for  tliirt\'-two  \ears. 
.    .  >    ,  'file  Civil  War  broke  out  in 

i8()i,  and  Mr.  llowai'cl  was 
then  not  only  town  clerk,  but 
also   a  selectman,  assessor, 
and  overseer  of  the  poor.  It 
was   a  time    that    not  oiiK' 
"tried     men's    souls,"  but 
made     laborious  ever_\'  tl.i\' 
and    hour.      The    town,  al- 
though    not     rich    in  tiiis 
world's  goods,  inllueiued  1)\' 
its  selectmen,  determined,  if 
pos-^ilile,   that    its  (|Liota  lor 
the    wai'  slioiild  be  seemed 
without  drafting.    This  w,is 
done.      I  Ine    hundreel  and 
twelve  men  signed  the  •'en- 
listment roll,"  and  to  each 
of  these  was  [iaid  $150.  It 
is  a  pleasing  historical  fad 
to  relate  that,  one  da)',  when 
at  the  Slate  House  on  busi- 
ness,   Mr.    Howard,  having 
been  summoned  to  the  office 
of   the   Ciovernor,   John  A. 
.\ndrew,  was  told   that   the   State   officials  had  si)oken 
very  highl)'  of  his  little  Init  patriotic  town.    "  And,"  said 
the  great  war  Cin  ernor,  •' as  y(ni  are  helping  us  so  much, 
I    want    to  help   )'ou    in    return.     Here  is  a  pass  over 
any  railroatl  in  the  State  for  yourself   and  all  soldiers 
whom    \'ou  may  get  ;  and   when   )'ou  go  home  to-night 
use  it." 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Howard  sold  out  his 
business  in  North  Reading,  and  with  his  son,  who  was 
then  of  age,  establishetl  a  wholesale  produce  and  com- 
mission business  in  lioston  on  North  Market  Street,  with 
a  branch  store  at  Lawrence. 

On  March  1,  1883,  this  partnership  was  dissolved, 
the  son  continuing"  the  business;  and  Mr.  Ilowartl 
retired  with  the  competenc)'  .111  aetixe,  successful  life  has 
broushl  him. 
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son,  (itorj^e.  (See  Lomiiio)i  <ini/  /'<tr/s/i  /.a/ii/s.)  Tiie 
next  family  to  take  root  in  the  new  soil  were  the 
Eatons.     The  tust  of 

this    name    was    John   '    ■  .  , 

Eaton,  a   grandson  of 
William     l-'.aton,  wlio 
came  from  Watertown 
to    Reaclin<;    in  the 
early  days  of  its  settle- 
ment.     The    farm  of 
John   Eaton  contained 
two     hundred  acres, 
willed  to   him    h\'  his 
father.      1 1  w as  contig- 
uous  to   that   of  Ser- 
geant   (Jeorge  Mint, 
and  stretched  from  the 
ten-rod    way     to  the 
Andover    line.  (See 
Coniinoii     and  J',rris/i 
I.aiiils.)      The  very 
earliest  settlers  li\  ed  isolated, 
village.    The  nearest  cluster  of  houses  was  Salem  X'illage, 
six  miles  to  the  east,  and  the  homes  of  the 
])eople  of  tile  h'nst  i'arisii,  as  many  miles 
to  the  south.      There   were  no  mansion 
houses  in  those  days  in  the  precinct.  On 
the  contrary,  the  houses  were  small,  were 
built  around  a  huge  chinmey,  and  always 
faced  the  south.    'I"he  more  ambitious  dwel- 
lings had  two  square  rooms,  one  on  the  east, 
the  other  on  the  west  of  the  chimney,  and 
an  entry  on  the   south,  connecting  these 
rooms.     .V  ''lean-to"  was  built  upon  the 
north,  which   contained   the   kitcheu  and 
usually  a  bedroom,     .-\bo\e  were  two  cham- 
bers, reached  from  the  passageway  in  front 
by  winding  stairs.    The  way  to  the  cellar 
was  also  through  this  entry.     Huge  lire- 
places  from  the  one  chimne)'  opened  into 
the  rooms  below,  excepting  the  bedroom. 
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in  families  :  there  was  no 


and  also  iiitu  the  chambt'is  .ibove.  The  e.iilit'st 
houses  wei'e  buill  with  a  \'iew  to  sali;t\'  in  (  ase  of 
Indian  altai  ks. 

Not  only  w.is  the  Sergeant  Mint  house  built 
for  garri--.on  ])urposes,  but  the  [ohn  I'.atou  hoine- 
stead,  a  half  a  mile  to  the  northwest,  as  well. 
The  heav)'  studding  of  these  houses  was  lirst 
co\'ered  with  planks,  from  eaves  to  uudia  pinning, 
and  then  boarded  completel)'  o\'er.  Tluae  w.is  no 
plaster  on  the  walls  <.A  these  eaily  dwellings.  It 
was  not  initil  many  )'ears  after  that  tlRU'e  c.ime  the 
sheathing,  the  mortar  ami  the  ceilings,  with  theii- 
exposed  center  beams.  Towaicls  the  lattci  p.irt 
of  the  eighteenth  centur)',  the  scpiaie  box  houses, 
with  their  four  scpiare  i'(joms  below,  as  many  i  h.im- 
bers  above,  and  their  low-roofed  attics,  appe.iied. 
Insteatl  of  one  huge  chimney  in  the  center  of  the 
house,  were  two  chimne}'s  con\enientl\'  situated, 
with  a  separate  one  for  the  kitchen,  which  was  in 
an  ell,  joined  to  the  main  building  on  the  east.  The 
days  f)f   these   eai'ly  fathers  and    mothers   were  full  of 

labor.    Mrst,  the  hiinl 
must  be  got  ready  f(.)r 
V  tillage.    'J'his  task  was 

.  no  easy  one.  .Vfter 

the  acres  were  read)' 
for  the  plowshare, 
then  came  tiie  sowing, 
the  cultivating,  and 
the  reai^ing.  The 
stajile  c  r  o  \i  s  were 
corn,  r\e,  tiax,  ])ota- 
toes,  b  e  a  n  s  ,  ant.! 
pumpkins.  ( )rchar(ls 
were  set  out,  -~  niosth' 
apple,  althougli  there 
is  evideme  that  |)each 
trees  llourislied  ,it  an 
early  date.  While  the 
men  were  bus\-  in  the 
lields  or  the  forests,  the  women  were  hard  at  wurk  at 
home,  si)inning  and  weax'ing.     'i'here   were  no  cotton 
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ACl'',\'rr  RY  ago  there  iiiii^lit  he  seen  .staiulinj;  here 
and  there  alonj;  liie  narrow  roadwajs,  or  back  in 
the  pastures  of  our  New  Eni;land  tf)wns,  small  story-and-a- 
hall  houses,  some  of  them  painted  in  luies  of  red,  more  of 
them  unpainted,  out  of  which  came  the  brains  and  inllu- 
ence  that  have  made  popular  government  in  this  repub- 
lic possible.  In  such  a  cottage,  near  one  of  the  ri\ulets 
that  feed  the  Ipswich  River  in  the  town  of  North  Reading, 
was  born,  Jan.  2,  182 1,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  John 
iiuxton  L'ampbell.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and  I'hebe 
(Buxton)  Campbell.  He  trudged  with  the  lads  and 
lassies  of  his  day  to  the  district  school,  and  early  in  his 
teens  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  the  chief  industry 
of  the  town  in  those  days  and  for  many  years  after.  He 
was  married  to  iMiiily  Ann  .\bbott.  May  i,  1843,  daughter 
of  'Thomas  and  Paulina  (  i'homas)  Abbott.  The  inven- 
tion of  the  sewing  machine 
gave  to  Mv.  C'ampbell  the 
opportunity  that  the  ambi- 
tious are  always  on  the  look- 
out for;  namel)',  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  a  master  in 
one's  own  calling.  Health, 
strength,  close  attention  to 
business,  and  a  worthy  help- 
meet at  his  side,  brought 
him  prosperity;  and  in  1857, 
he  built  a  new,  large,  and 
more  modern  house  upon  tiie 
AndoN'er  road,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  north  of 
the  old  jjarish  meeting-house. 
Here  he  successfull)'  prose- 
cuted his  work  for  man)- 
years,  and  here  he  died. 

There  were  born  to  him 
two  children:  in  the  old  house 
by  the  ri\er,  Nov.  5,  1847,  a 
son,  John  Prince,  who  mar- 
ried, l<"eb.  6,  1870,  Kldora 
Annette  W'hittredge  ;  and  in 
tiie  new  house,  Feb.  27,  1858, 
a  daughter,  Inez  Kmily, 
married  Nov.  24,  1881,  to 
Kdgar  Iknjamin  I'ox,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.  'I'o  the  writer, 
who  pens  these  words  with  a  loving  hand,  the  salient 
points  in  Mr.  Campbell's  character  were  his  love  of 
nature,  his  sound  judgment,  and  his  rugged  honesty.  His 
love  of  nature  was  seen  in  the  interest  he  took  in  what 
might  be  termed  the  more  intellectual  part  of  the  farmer's 
work,  the  cultivation  of  fruits  and  berries.  He  was  fond, 
too,  of  Howers  and  shrubs.  At  both  his  homes  the  blossoms 
opened  wide  at  liis  kindly  touch,  apple  and  pear  trees  were 
•'fruited  deep,"  and  his  trellises,  up,  or  along  which  the 
wide-leaved  vines  ran  lovingly  throughout  the  summer 
months,  were  always  heavy  and  fragrant  in  the  Septem- 
ber sun.  He  took  great  delight  in  the  culture  of  the 
strawberry;  and  in  1S90,  a  new  berry,  the  "Leader,"  of 
great  merit  and  winner  of  first  prizes,  was  the  outcome 
of  his  careful  experiments,     liut  with  this  love  for  fruit 


and  lloweis  went  a  torce  ol  intellect  which  made  liini 
n<it  only  fond  of  reading,  but  tormented  him  with  a  desire 
to  see  the  neighl)orht)0(l  and  town  more  and  more  comeK' 
to  look  u])on  as  the  years  went  on.  And  so  he  was  hosi)it- 
able  to  all  improvements.  lie  was  active  in  the  l''armers' 
Club  and  the  exhibitions  that  it  held.  lie  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  l"'armers'  Library,  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Flint  Library,  and  continued  such,  as  well 
as  confidential  adviser  of  Mrs.  Flint  in  her  noble  work 
for  the  town,  up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  It  was  his 
enterprise  and  taste  that  transformed  the  graveyartl  of 
the  "  lower  end  '"  to  the  Riverside  Cemetery,  a  spot  beau- 
tiful for  sepulture  and  where  he,  too,  lies  buried. 

He  was  a  most  excellent  reader  of  lumian  natui'e.  In 
his  earlier  years  he  was  ver)'  much  interesteil,  as  were 
many  thoughtful  men  of  that  day,  in  phrencjlogy.  Its 

stud}'  was  his  delight  and 
sometimes  his  wit  was  keener 
than  that  of  the  professcjr. 
As  when  ( ).  .S.  Fowler  luUl 
his  friend  upon  the  shoe- 
maker's bench,  he  who  was 
afterward  a  Chicago  million- 
aire, that  he  would  ne\'er  be 
rich,  Mr.  Canipl)ell,  who  saw 
th.U  the  famous  i^hrenolo- 
gist  had  not  gi\en  sutiicient 
weight  to  the  power  of  ox  er- 
mastering  desire  when  i)itled 
against  a  natural  reckless- 
ness of  piu"p(jse,  said  imhesi- 
tatingly  to  the  sober  lover 
of  gold,  "  l)(jn't  you  believe 
him,  lien  ;  1  tell  you,  \  (ni 
will  sometime  be  rich.  " 

But  best  of  all,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell was  noted  for  his  rugged 
honest)'  of  purijcjse.  His 
words  were  fe\s  and  Con- 
cealed nothing.  \'ea,  \  ea, 
and  na)-,  na)'  ;  to  him 
more  than  these  was  of  e\'il. 
His,  too,  was  a  re\'erent  spirit. 
W'lien  the  faith  whicii  nour- 
ished him  was  preached  in  his  town,  he  was  active  and 
faithful  in  all  churchly  duties.  He  was  upright,  dow  nright. 
What  his  emotions,  governed  by  a  sound  judgment,  told 
him  to  do,  he  did  ;  whether  it  was  cheering  the  dis- 
heartened, encouraging  the  timid,  or  taking  to  the  w  armth 
of  his  hearthstone  those  whom  ties  of  blood  had  refused 
to  nourish  and  to  guard  in  the  days  when  the  "grasshop- 
per is  a  burden."  He  served  the  town  as  selectman  and 
also  as  school  committee.  iUit  he  cared  not  to  be  iJojnilar. 
Popularity  measures  hypocrisy,  and  he  could  not  be  a 
hypocrite.  "Decided  and  outspoken,  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  unquestioned  integrity,"  was  what  his  col- 
leagues upon  the  library  board  of  trustees  wrote  of  him 
after  his  death. 

He  passed  away  July  12,  1891,  having  lived  the  allotted 
threesc(jre  years  and  ten. 
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sheets  in  those  days,  —  only  linen,  if  any,  and  bonnets, 

hats,  and  garments  were  handed  down  from  generation 

to  generation.    In  those  days  the  inventory  of  an  estate 

included  "bed  and  bedding"  and  "wearing  clothes,"  as 

well  as  land  and  cattle.    'I'here  ■ 

was   very   little    money,   and  '  V' 

most  of  the  trading  was  a  kind 

of  barter ;  especially  was  this  - 

so  in  the  case  of  products  of     ■  '  ' 

the  farm.  '  ■ 

'J'here  were  no  table  luxuries  '  ^.-^ -'■ 

in  those  days.  'J'he  cooking 
was  done  by  the  heat  of  the 
huge  fireplaces,  with  their 
cranes  and  pothooks,  and  in 
the  brick  ovens,  built  just 
above,  to  tiie  right  or  left. 
Tin  kitchens  came  into  use 
towards  the  end  of  the  eight- 
eenth century,  but  there  was 
not  a  cooking-stove  in  the  old 
precinct  until  pretty  well  into 
the  present  century. 

The  morning  meal  gener- 
ally consisted  of  rye  and 
bread,  "roast"  potatoes,  and 
fried  pork.  In  the  warm 
weather  there  were  Hitches  of 
bacon  in  jjlace  of  the  newly 
slaughtered  ]Mg,  berries,  game, 
and  fish  from  the  ponds  and 
rivers.  Dinners  consisted  principally  of  the  New  Eng- 
land boiled  dish,  broth,  and  porridge.  The  supper  was 
quite  as  frugal  as  the  other  meals,  with  its  hasty  pud- 
ding or  samp  and  milk.  Of  course,  when  the  warm 
earth  teemed  with  plenty,  the  viands  of  the  poorest  even 
were  \  aried  and  de- 
licious to  the  palate. 
I'ies  and  "  sweets  " 
were  unknown  to  the 
early  settlers.  Flour 
was  not  used  until 
near  t  h  e  present 
centur)-,  and  then  it 
was  bought  in  small 
quantities,  generally 
at  Thanksgiving 
time.  It  was  a  great 
rarity,  and  yet  Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson 
told  (Jeorge  1 1 1.,  in 
1774,  that  the  people 
of  Massachusetts 
preferred  their  rye 
and  Indian  jread 
to    that    made  of 

wheat.  With  the  advent  of  the  wheat  came  the  pies  of 
our  grandmothers,  'i'hey  were  made,  however,  only  in 
the  late  fall, —  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  and,  in  large  families, 
one  hundred,  even,  at  a  time. 


ALANSON  AUGUSTINE  UPTON, 

Son  of  Amos  and  Hannah  (Klint)  U[tti)n  ;  born  in  North  Parish  of 
Reading  Dec.  ii,  1823.  Has  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture 
and  general  business  in  North  Reading  where  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident. 


RESIDENCE  OF  ALANSON  A.  UPTON, 
Corner  of  Clieslnut  and  Ha\  erhill  Streets.  North  Reading. 


The  kitchen  was  the  dining-room.  i'he  dishes  tliat 
adorned  the  cupboards  were  matle  of  pewter,  tin,  imn, 
or  wootl.  'i'iie  andirons  of  the  rae[)laces  were  gciier.ill)- 
iron,  or  iron  lipped  with  bras>.     I'lobabl}'  forks  at  table 

iiacl  not  in  those  earl)'  times 
Come  into  use,  allliough  they 
were  used  in  luiglantl  as  early 
■    ■  as  1620.     W'e  are  obliged  to 

say  tiiat  our  .\ncestors  of  the 
sex'enleenth  century  must  lia\e 
V;  made   a  i)rett\'  liberal  use  of 

S  ■  their  fingers  at  their  mcils. 

The  drink  of  the  \  ei"}' earliest 
settlers  was  water,  milk,  beer, 
cider,  and,  later,  i  iiin.  'i"ea  and 
coffee  did  not  come  into  use 
luitil  the  mitldle  of  the  eiglit- 
eenth  century.  In  ('apt. 
Thomas  Mint's  will,  made  in 
1721,  "four  bushels  of  groiuiil 
malt  "  and  "four  barrels  cider  " 
are  to  be  given  yearly  to  ids 
wife  by  his  sons  Tiiomas  and 
Samuel.  The  cider  was  manu- 
factiu'ed  generally  at  home, 
nearly  e\'ery  farm  ha\'iiig  its 
cider-press.  Tlie  rum-diiiik- 
ing  seems  to  ha\x-  come  in 
with  the  building  of  the  tav- 
erns. 'I'hese  were  erected 
upon  the  highwa\s  which  con- 
nected centers  of  population.  As  late  as  the  present  centin  y, 
there  were  some  four  or  five  of  them  in  the  precinct,  — 
the  Buxton,  Nichols,  Damon,  and  Sawyer  ta\erns, —  and, 
besides,  every  grocery  store  sold  over  its  bar  intoxicating 
drinks.    These  taverns  were  a  great  corrupter  of  morals 

for  m(;re  ih.m  a  cen- 
tury. "  I  f  \ou  spent 
the  e\  ening  in  a  tav- 
ern," is  the  language 
of  J  o  h  n  Adams, 
"  you  found  t  li  e 
house  lull  of  peo|)le 
drinking  di.ims  of 
flip  and  toddy,  and 
carousing  and  swear- 
ing." In  1820,  the 
town  chose  a  com- 
mittee of  fi\e  to 
report  u  p  o  n  the 
"  alarming  situation 
of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  resulting 
from  iiUeiiess,  intem- 
perance, and  dissi|)a- 
tion."  Three  menr 
bers  of  this  committee  lived  in  the  North  Precinct  llenj. 
Lfpton,  Daniel  Flint,  and  Jacob  Goodwin.  The  two  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  alarming  situation  as  gi\  en  in  the 
report  were:  (i)  "  The  violation  of   the  laws  respecting 
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Tills  Ikjunc  is  one  of  the  oldest  oi  the  old  town  ol 
]\.eudiiig,  and  bears  evideiKe  in  its  construclion  of 
having  been  built  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. The  records  of  Middlesex  County  state  that  the 
house,  with  sixty-three  acres  of  land,  was  deeded  by 
"Samuel  Ilayward,  of  Salem,  leather  dresser,"  m  1739, 
for  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  sterling.  It  is 
a  type  of  the  old  homesteads  of  the  earlier  centuries,  now 
fast  disappearing  in  hopeless  decay.  What  true  home 
comfort  lingers  about  the  old  stone  doorsteps  and  lilac- 
shaded  windows  of  tliese  lunises,  some  of  which  are  still 
standing,  their  weather-beaten  faces  bearing  the  marks  of 
the  storms  and  sunshine  of  more  than  a  hundred  years  ! 


ami  rue.  'I"he  wide  gabled  barns,  Idled  in  autuum  w'uli 
llie  lipened  harvest  and  sweet-scentetl  hay,  .ul(K;tl  lo  liie 
picture  of  a  C[uiet  pastoral  life  pursueil  under  the  ixaiign 
influences  of  peace. 

Sufficient  (  hanges  have  l>een  made  in  the  house  to 
produce  a  \ery  happy  condjination  ol  the  modi-rn  and 
anticfue.  Two  fine  elms,  nearly  one  hundied  years  old, 
stanil  in  front  of  the  old  manse,  and  t(j  the  passers-b\'  the 
])lace  i)resenls  a  very  pleasing  and  aUracti\-e  appearance. 
Mistoricall}' x'ery  little  is  known  of  it  during  the  coKjnial 
period.  l'\)r  man\'  )ears  it  was  kno\\n  as  the  "  S^ain 
Place,"  its  owner,  .Mr,  .Swain,  being  ,in  uncle  of  b.x- M .iv'or 
Mart,  of  Boston,  an<.l  iluring  his  bo}lu)od  da\s  .Mr.  llari 


COLONIAL  MANSE, 

Kim  Street,  Norlli  Reailuig. 
'I'he  siuiiiuur  binnc  of  C.  .A.  Dockli.iiii,  of  I'ustnn. 


Within  was  the  great  iireplace  with  its  crane  and  andirons, 
and  in  the  corner  the  quaint  buffet  witii  its  load  of  pol- 
ished china,  and  mysterious  cupboards  spicy  with  the 
fragrance  of  old-fashioned  herbs.  'J'here,  too,  were  the 
broad-backed  settle  and  rush-bottomed  chairs  ;  the  high- 
posted  bedstead  with  patchwork  coverlid  ;  the  little  round- 
topped  stand,  bearing  the  well-worn  family  liible ;  the 
high  mantel  finished  with  delicate  carving,  and  over  it 
the  little  ancient  mirror,  Hanked  with  two  tall  candle- 
sticks of  silver.  (~)utside  was  the  old-fashioned  garden, 
with  its  formal  rows  of  hollyhocks  and  sunflowers,  its 
marigolds  and  roses,  and  perhaps,  in  a  sheltered  corner, 
a  little  bed  of  sage  and  marjoram,  of  coriander,  rosemary, 


spent  many  of  his  "  happiest  hours  "  on  the  old  place. 
About  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  it  was  j.nu'chased  by 
a  Mr.  Towle,  of  Ijoston,  who  made  great  impro\-ements,  -- 
removing  the  huge  old  chimne\\  nujderni/ing  inteinall)- 
the  first  story,  but  preserv  ing  as  much  as  possiljle  the 
antique  character  of  the  second  story.  Since  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  Air.  Dockham  further  additions 
and  improvements  have  been  made,  which  have  changed 
very  much  the  external  appearance  of  the  old  homestead, 
with  the  result  as  abo\'e  stated.  It  is  comforting  to  lie 
able  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the  heavy  oak  frame  of 
the  house  is  such  as  will  warrant  another  hundred  years, 
of  service. 
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retailers  of  spirituous  li(|U()is,"  and  (j)  "  The  f rctiuciitiii"; 
pul)lic  iiouses  of  tliis  kiiul.''  'I'lierc  is  no  sucli  decree  of 
dissipation  to-day  as  existed   one   iuindied  )-ears  ago. 


lllWIl     lllljflill;;,    llrlil     liy  illnl-^  .11 

-'ll   I  >f    M  .III  ll,   I  I  H)^   1)1 1,        w  r,    I'l  il    ( lil  I  >i 
>,  \iiU-  iin.iiiiniinisly,  .ii;rfr,  anil  indui, 
■  ih.U 


lure  ;U  .i  .il 
inlial)it;Liil>,  mi  I  lie 
hcir>,  .mil  siK  I  csMJ 

liL'iuli)  L-iKutL-(l,  iiriluieil,  ami  1  nii  In  im-i  I,  ih.il  lln  liail 
mir  low  Iving  1111  ihu  north  ^^iili-  of  Ip^wiili  kivii-, 

thai  i>  til  s.iv,  lioumled  wuvlciis'   hv  W'olaiiii,  li\  Anilovr 
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RESIDENCE  OF  J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 
H.iverliill  Stroel,  North  Keadhig. 

There  was  more  drunkenness  in  tlie  old  Da\'id  Damon, 
Sawyer,  and  Uuxton  taverns  tiiree  quarters  of  a  century 
ago,  in  a  week,  than  will  be  seen  in  the  old  precinct  to- 
day in  a  do^en  )'ears.    ( )f  course,  such  dissipation 
told  upon  the  physical  and  moral  health  of  the 
people. 

The  oidy  Ijulwarks  then,  as  now,  against  the 
growing  intemperance  and  immorality  were  the 
pulpit  and  the  schoolhouse.  There  was  no  meeting- 
house in  the  precinct  until  1712  or  17  13,  and  no 
settled  pastor  until  1720.  'I"he  family  of  Sergeant 
Flint  and  the  few  that  had  settled  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  ten-rod  wa)'  belonged  to  the  cluirch  in  Salem 
\^illage,  now  ].)an\-ers.  Sergeant  Eaton  and  the 
families  that  had  located  here  and  there  in  the 
westerl)'  and  northwesterh'  parts  of  the  precinct 
wended  their  way  eacli  Sunday  to  the  meeting- 
house in  the  Soutii  Parish.  'i"he  inhabitants  of  the 
precinct  began  early  to  agitate  f(jr  a  church  build- 
ing near  their  homes.  In  1696,  the  town  was 
induced  to  pass  the  following  resolution  :  — 

'I'he  glory  uf  (khI  huiiii;  the  chiiif  end  that  all  men's 
tiLtions  oas^ht  to  aim  at,  aiul  the  prumotiou  aiul  tiphoklin}^ 
of  the  public  worship  of  (khI  being  one  great  part  of  our 
duty,  we,  the  freeholders  anil  other  inhabitants  of  Iveatling, 
having  eoiisiderecl  the  great  ilistaiKe  of  such  in  this  town, 
as  live  on  the  north  .side of  Ipswich  River  and  liare  Meatlow, 
from  the  place  of  (Jotl's  worship  among  lis,  whereby  they  many 
limes  labor  under  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  (lod's  house,  often- 
times cannot  come,  and  seldom  can  bring  their  children,  do  there- 


.111,1  ],.■  it 
.1  1,111,1  in' 

-.0  ..lllrll, 
iVrl  ll,i|llll\-, 

,111,1  by  .S.deiii  line  easterly  ;  as  al>,i  all  lli.il  l.md  i n  i j u r  I, i\\  iisli ip 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  11. ire  M  e.ulow ,  i  oinnii  ml \  i.  .died  Sadler's 
.\ei_k,  ,is  il  is  bouiuled  by  l,\nn  line  of  louiiNlii|i  willi  u-.,  .mil  so  to 
ri\'ei  afores.iid,  — -  w e  say  that  wluai,  .mil  ,is  soon  .is  ih.il  lln-ie  is 
suidi  a  siiit.dile  and  coni|ietent  nunibi-r  ol  in h.i I li t ,ml s  sillKil  on 
the  tract  of  l.md  .ifoi esaid  ;  lh.it  wheiitlu'vdo  i. ill,  and  sellle,  ,md 
maintain  a  godly,  learned,  orlhiulox  minislei,  ih.il  llie\  shall  be  free 
from  paying  to  the  niiiiisler  or  niinisti\  in  the  t,'wii,  or  on  the  south 
sitle  of  the  aforesaid  ri\er,  aiul  lh.it  f,n  so  loni;  .is  ilii  \  so  ,|,,. 

In  1709,  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  .ulx  ise  the 
"inhabitants  on  the  north  side  of  Ipswich  Ri\-er  and  on 
Sadler's  Neck  "  "  where  to  sett  their  meeting-house." 
'J'here  is  no  evidence,  however,  that  a  meeting-house  w,is 
built  at  this  time,  liul  in  1713,  the  precinct  ami  Sadler's 
Neck  was  set  otT  from  the  First  Parish,  and  we  liud  the 
town  voting  in  1714,  "to  give  to  North  Precinct  thirty 
pounds,  one  half  when  they  liave  fmished  their  meeting- 
house, and  the  other  half  when  the_\'  build  a  ministerial 
house."  Probal)!)-  the  meeting-house  was  begun  as  earl}' 
as  i7i3,])ut  1717  did  not  see  it  llnished.  The  parish 
voted  that  year  "  not  to  finish  the  meeting-house." 

U nfortun.itely,  the  records  omit  to  say  wheie  the  first 
parish  meeting  was  held,  but  the  very  fact  of  the  omis- 
sion would  seem  to  justify  the  inference  that  it  w.is  iield 
in  the  meeting-liouse. 

June  29,  1720,  the  parish  ordained  its  tirst  minister,  — 
Rev.  Daniel  i'utnam,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in 
1  7  I  7,  nephew  of  Sergeant  Flint,  .md  grandson  of  Nathan- 
iel Putnam,  of  Salem.  He  was  settled,  as  was  the  custom, 
for  life.    The  parish  voted  to  give  Mr.  Putnam  -'twenty 


RESIDENCE  OF  ISAAC  A.  FLINT, 
H.iverliill  Street,  Nurlli  Raiding. 

In  i68,_i  this  estate  was  given  to  Iiljeiie/er  flint,  gr,\ndbon  wl  the  emigr.mt  ancestnr,  Tinnn:ii 
Klint,  (It  was  called  by  him  in  his  will  "  the  land  1  bought  beyond  the  Ipswich  River.")  It 
lias  since  that  il.ite  been  in  iiossessioii  of  liis  lineal  descendants. 

acres  of  land  exchanged  with  Sergeant  l""lint  and  Sergeant 
Eaton,  to  build  him  a  house  of  twenty-eight  feet  long, 
nineteen  feet  wide,  and  fifteen  feet  stud,  a  lenter  dn  the 
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SOLON  OSBORN  HOL'l",  son  of  Charles  and  Syl- 
vania  (  Hatchclder)  Holt,  was  bora  in  North  Read- 
ing;, Dec.  II,  1839,  and  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of 
those  of  that  name  in  this  country.  The  American  Holts 
are  descendants  of  a  prominent  family  in  England,  the 
most  notable  of  wliom  was  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt. 
Nicholas  Holt,  who  doubtless  left  his  native  land  for  the 
same  reasons  which  actuated  the  most  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  New  England,  with  his  wife  and  one  child  arrived 
in  Boston  in  June,  1635,  after  a  voyage  of  fifty-eight  days. 
He  went  at  hrst  to  Newbury,  Mass.,  but  in  1644  he  re- 
moved to  Andover,  being  the  sixth  among  the  original 
settlers  of  that  town,  where  he  died  in  1685,  aged  eighty- 
three.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  town  and  provincial 
affairs,  and  served  on  several  important  committees  for 
the  la)-ing  out  of  roads  and  on  other  matters  relating  to 
the  public  welfare. 

His  descendants  rendered 
active  and  honored  service 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ; 
and  in  the  town  in  which  he 
permanently  located  there 
still  resides  a  numerous  and 
highly  respected  posterity. 

Joseph,  son  of  James,  the 
seventh   chikl    of    Nicholas  .;.  ■ 

Holt,  settled  in  the  northern  '  ,  '  ^  ,  . 
part  of  the  then  town  of 
Reading  (probably  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Asa 
(Jould),  where  his  eldest 
child  Joseph  was  born,  in 
1727,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  lienjamin,  three  of 
whose  sons,  Charles,  V^ar- 
num,  and  Albert  H., remained 
in  town,  and  where  all  their 
children,  who  are  now  living, 
at  present  reside. 

iMr.  Holt,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,    attended    until  , 
his  seventeenth  year  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  North  Read- 
ing, the  one   in   the  north 

ward,  where  his  father  resided,  being  in  those  days, 
probably,  the  largest  in  town,  numbering  at  times  as  many 
as  eighty  scholars.  He  completed  his  education  at 
Phillips  Academy,  iVndover,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1863,  desiring  to  see  something 
of  the  country,  and  with  the  hope  also  of  acquiring  a 
competency  earlier  in  life  than  could  be  done  in  his  own 
town,  he  went,  with  another  young  man  from  the  same 
town,  to  the  far  West.  At  Iowa  City,  which  was  then  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad,  they  bought  a  two-horse  team, 
with  which  they  made  the  long  journey  to  Central  City  in 
Colorado,  where  they  sold  their  team,  and  worked  for  a 
considerable  time  in  a  gold  mine.  He  returned  to  his 
native  town  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  and  after 
remaining  at  home  for  a  little  over  a  year  he  again  went 
to  Colorado  where  he  remained  several  months  ;  but,  not 
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SOLON  O.  HOLT. 


lintling  life  and  prospects  there  any  more  satisfactory 
than  before,  again  returned  home. 

()\\  this  return  journey,  which  was  through  the  territory 
of  Indians  who  were  now  on  the  war-path,  it  fell  to  his 
lot  to  be  one  of  the  guards  on  the  night  the  camp  felt  the 
most  solicitude  for  theii-  safet)'.  The  morning  dawned  ■ 
without  alarm,  but  the  sensalimis  (jf  that  night  he  has 
never  desired  to  ha\'e  j'epeated.  Although  he  did  not 
on  his  return  expect  to  make  North  Reading  his  pcima- 
nent  aljode,  as  he  had  come  to  regard  the  State  of 
Iowa  with  much  favor,  and  an  uncle  there  wished  hiiu  l(j 
enter  into  partnership  with  him  in  the  same  business  in 
\s'hiclr  he  was  engaged  ;  )'et,  ha\'ing  a  strong  attacinnent 
to  his  nati\'e  town,  and  finding  his  work  at  his  trade  in 
considerable  demand  in  this  and  neighboring  towns,  he 
has  here  continued  to  reside.    ( >n  Nov.  22,  1S6S,  Mr. 

1  loll  was  married  to  Miss  Ju- 
dith 1!.  Flint,  of  North  Reail- 
ing,  daughter  of  George  and 
Betsey  I'lint.  There  has 
been  born  to  them  one  child, 
Edith  F.,  j\Iarcii  18.  1872, 
wiiohasbeen  for  several  )'ears 
a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  town,  and  who 
is  also  a  teacher  of  music. 
In  187  I,  or  about  that  time, 
he  bought  a  building  lot  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Congrega- 
tional ciiurch  propert)',  on 
which  he  soon  afterwards 
erected  his  |iresent  resi- 
dence. Besides  following 
his  trade  as  a  carpenter  he 
has  been  a  dealer,  and  at 
times  quite  an  t;xlensi\e 
dealer,  in  wood  .uul  luiulier. 

Mr.  Holt,  like  the  early 
immigrant,  has  also  taken  an 
active  interest  in  jjublic  and 
political  affairs.  llew.is  {ox 
sexeral  years  chairman  of 
the  Republican  Town  Com- 
mittee. He  has  also  been 
called  to  serve  his  fellow-townsmen  in  an  olficial 
capacity,  holding  the  offices  of  selectman,  assessor,  and 
overseer  of  the  poor  at  different  times  for  eighteen 
years,  serving  in  all  ten  )-ears,  having  been  elected 
in  1S76,  1877,  1879,  1880,  1884  87,  1892,  and  1893. 

In  No\'ember,  1893,  he  was  elected  as  rei)resentati\X' 
to  the  General  Court  from  the  Twentieth  Middlesex  Dis- 
trict, consisting  of  the  towns  of  Chelmsford,  Billerica, 
Tewksbur)',  Wilmington,  and  North  Reading;  and  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  printing. 

Here  he  constantly  kept  in  mind  the  interests  of  the 
rural  towns,  but  gave  s])ecial  support  to  any  bills  which 
were  introduced  for  the  amendment  of  the  tax  laws  by 
making  them  more  equitable,  as  he  believes  in  requiring 
the  holders  of  moit'ra''es  and  others  with  similar  invest- 

o  o 

ments  to  bear  a  larger  share  of  the  burdens  of  taxation. 
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back  side  ten  feet  stucl,  three  chimneys  from  the  ground, 
and  chaml)er  cluninev,  and  convenient  parlor,  and  a 
conxenicnt  well,  in  lieu  of  the  hundred  pounds,  if  Mr. 
I'utnani  finds  nails  and  glass  for  the  house."  The  parish 
also  \  oted  "to  plant  an  orchard"  for  their  minister,  and 


,     ,.      ,         ;  RESIDENCE  OF  EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 

Park  Street,  North  RL-.nliiig. 

"  to  break  up  four  acres  ;ind  to  fence  the  land." 

Mr.  I'Litnam  was  pastor  of  the  church  until  June,  1759- 
In  the  old  record  book,  at  the  foot  of  one  of  its  time- 
stained  i")ages,  written  in  a  strong,  manly  hand,  one  may 
read  this  sad  sentence  :  — • 

'I'liL-  Ru\''cl  Mr.  I  laiiiul  riiln.iiii  I  >t;i)artL-tl  this  lifu  Jiiiiu  thf  20lh, 
1739,  at  one  of  yt-  clock  in  \f  iiioiiiiiiL;  in  tlic  SiNtv-thiid  year  of  liis 
age. 

Rev.  Fliab  Stone,  also  a  graduate  of  flarvard  College, 
succeeded  Mr.  Putnam,     lie  was  ordained  May 
20,    1 761,   and   was    minister   until   his  death, 
August  31,  1S22.    Two  pastorates,  stretching 
across  a  hundred  years !  .  -  .  . 

The  iirst  meeting-house  was  a  very  crude 
structure,  small,  unplastered,  the  studding  low, 
covered  with  planks,  and  clapboarded,  if  clap- 
boarded  at  all,  with  pine  boards.  There  were 
benches  in  the  place  of  "  pues,"  and  no  galleries. 
On  the  front  benches  sat  the  elderly  members  of 
the  congregation,  and  back  of  them,  on  separate 
benches,  the  younger  of  the  sexes.  Here  were 
held  the  p.u'ish  meetings  of  that  olden  time,  and 
here,  too,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  came  young  and 
old,  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  to  worship. 

August  31,  17 14,  there  were  forty-eight  resi- 
dents in  the  precinct.    At  the  time  of  ]\Ir.  Put- 
nam's ordination,  there  were  between  fifty  and 
si.xty  taxpayers.     In  1741,  the  parish  voted  to 
build  a  new  meetingrhouse  on  land  "  given  for 
that  use."    The  first  building  was  getting  to  be 
too  small  for  the  growing  parish.     The  vote  was  not 
carried  out,  however  ;  probably  for  lack  of  means.  Seven 
years  afterwards,  in  1748,  a  \  ote  was  passed  at  the  March 
meeting  "  to  repair  meeting-house."     In   December  of 
the  same  year,  it  was  voted  to  build  an  addition  to  the 


meeting-house  ;  a  vote,  however,  which  was  innuediately 
reconsidered.  There  was  evidently  a  strong  party  in 
the  parish  determined  to  have  a  new  and  larger  Iniilding. 
Oct.  28,  1751,  these  were  successful  in  carrying  through 
a  vote  "  to  build  meeting-house  within  one  year,  so  far 
as  to  plank  and  shingle  it."  It  was  not 
■  imtll  the  summer  of  the  next  year  that  the 

new   building  was    raised.     The  record 
*'  •  -  '••  runs  :  — 

The  alio\e  said  iiieetinj^-lioiise  i.iised  July  ye 
2  ]d,  I  752,  old  st\  le. 

'I'lie  meeting  hcjuse  was  finished  in  1754 
or  1755,  when  the  precinct  sh(.)\\ed  its  keen 
sense  of  justice  b\'  \'oting  to  gi\e  Andrew 
I5eard  one  hundred  pounds  old  lenoi  "  for 
to  make  up  the  loss  of  his  bargain  in  fniish- 
ing  the  meeting-house." 

The  new  building,  although  larger  and 
more  imposing  than  its  [jredecessoi',  was  a 
plain,  barn-like  structure,  without  belfry  or 
steeple.    Tlie  house  was  entered  b\'  three 
doors,  opening  into  as  many  aisles.  Tiiere 
were  galleries  upon  three  sides,  and  a  tall 
pulpit,  with   an  enormous  sounding-lioard 
over  it,  stood  at  the  north  end.     'i"he  •'  sit- 
tings "   were   benches  placed   in    front,   or    plain  box 
pews,  built  and  owned  by  the  more  well-to-do.     It  was 
two  years  after  the  raising  before  the  parish  felt  able 
to  build  a  pew  for  "  Mr.  Putnam's  famil)-."    This  struc- 
ture furnished  a  place  for  worship  and  the  parish  meetings 
until  1829,  when  it  was  sold  to  Joseph  Jeffrey.     It  is  now 
a  good-sized  barn,  and  may  be  seen  standing  by  the  side 
of  the  old   ten-rod   way,  about  three  foiuths  of  a  mile 
from  what  was  originallv  the  Salem  line. 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  H,  TURNER, 
H.ivcrhiU  Street,  N'urtli  Reading. 

It  was  in  1823  that  we  first  read  in  the  records  about 
the  building  of  a  third  new  meeting-house.  Not,  how- 
ever, until  Oct.  4,  1827,  did  the  parish  vote  to  build.  A 
connnittee  at  tliat  time  reported  that  a  new  meeting-house 
could  be  built  for   $3,000,  which   would  give  sixty-four 
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A.\I(Jl':r.  K.  A]5C0  l"r,  of  North  Reading,  Mass.,  is 
one  of  tiie  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  tiiat 
town.  He  is  in  all  respects  a  typical  American.  Start- 
ing at  the  foot  round  of  the  ladder,  he  has  climbed  step  by 
step,  by  virtue  of  the  success-compelling  qualities  of 
self-reliance,  industry,  and  good  business  f(3resight,  to  an 
honored  position  in  the  business  world  ;  and  through  his 
genial  personality,  kindly  intelligence,  and  sterling  hon- 
esty, he  has  made  hosts  of  warm  personal  friends  and 
won  the  regard  and  esteem  of  all  in  the  community  in 
which  he  dwells. 

Mr.   Abb(Ht  belongs  to  an  old  and  honored  family, 
llis  lirst  ancestor  in  this  country  was  George  /Vbbott,  who 
was  born  in  l'",ngland  in  1615,  and  who  was  married  in  this 
country,  Dec.  12,  1646,  by  John  Eliot,  the  famed  "  i\postle 
to  the  Indians,"  to  Hannah  ('handler,  also  a  native  of 
Kngland,  where  she  was  born  in  1629.    Their  son  John 
married  Sarah  Barker,  Nov.  17,  1673.    Theirson  Ephraim 
married  Sarah  Crosb)'  limit, 
Jan.  6,  1715.     l^benezer,  son 
of    the   preceding,  married 
I,\'dia    ]'"arrington,    Jan.  1, 
1752,  and  their  son  Kbene- 
zer     (2d)    married  Sarah 
(Iraves,     Jan.     20,      1783.  '  '  ' 
Ebenezer  (3d),  the  next  in 
line  of  descent,  married  ])etsy 
Swain,    April    7,   1.S07,  and 
they  were    the    parents  of 
Samuel  E.  Abbott,  the  sub- 
ject of    this  sketch.  The 
military  instinct  has  had  its 
representatives  in  this,  as  in 
most  of  the  old   American  "'• 
families,  —  Ebenezer,  sec(jnd 
(A  the  name  and  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Abbott,  having  ser\'ed 
with  credit  as  a  patriot  sol- 
dier   in    the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  his  son  i'J)enezer 
(3d),    Mr.   Abljott's  father, 
having  been  a  veteran  of  the 
War  of  1S12. 

Samuel  Iv  .\bbott  was  born  in  North  Reading,  April  9, 
1816.  lie  was  the  sixth  of  a  family  of  ten  children  and 
was  early  forced  to  depend  upon  his  own  resources,  being 
obliged,  while  )'et  a  small  Iniy,  to  earn  his  own  livelihood. 
His  opportunities  for  oljtaining  an  education  were  conse- 
quently limited.  He  first  commenced  the  battle  of  life 
by  doing  chores  for  the  neighboring  farmers  ;  but  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Charlestown  to  learn  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  with  Alfred  Whittredge,  a  former 
resident  of  iNorth  Reading.  After  working  for  about  five 
years  for  Mr.  Whittredge,  he  returned  to  North  Read- 
ing and  engaged  in  miscellaneous  employment  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  when  he  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  shoes  in  a  small  way  with  his 
brother  l''rederick  at  the  place  where  he  still  resides.  He 
remained  in  partnership  about  two  years,  when  he  bought 
out  his  brother's  interest  in  the  concern,  and  has  since 


conducted  the  business  alone  at  the  same  place.  While 
employed  in  the  blacksmith  .shop  al  ( 'harlestmvn,  he  was  a 
meniljer  of  Hose  Company  No.  ^,  and  was  prtsent  at 
the  famous  nunnery  lire  in  the  \  ear  1  S34,  d ui  ing  the  early 
Know  Nothing  agitation,  and  look  an  active  part  with 
his  company  in  the  exciting  scenes  attendant  upon  that 
event. 

When  Mr.  Abbott  first  started  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes,  he  carried  all  his  shoes  to  IJoston  in  bags  and  "put 
U]) "  at  tlie  City  Hotel,  that  famous  old  liosteli  )'  of 
former  days  which  stood  close  to  the  present  site  of 
l^eopold  Morse's  clothing  store  at  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  ISrattle  Streets;  at  that  time  Waslnngton 
Street  terminated  at  tiie  junctuie  of  Cornhill.  Since 
then  Mr.  Abbott's  business  has  assumed  much  larger  pro- 
portions. 

On  Jan.  25,  1846,  Mr.  Abbott  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Abbie  Stone,  daughter  of  h'Jiab  and  Afary  ((Jold- 

waithe)  Stone,  (jf  I'eabod}', 
,^  and  two  children  were  born 
to  them  ;  namely,  Sanuiel  K., 
Jr.,  who  is  now  in  the  employ 
of  his  father  as  shoe  cutter; 
and  Abbie,  princip;il  of  the 
high  school  at  ( 'edar 
Ivapids,  Iowa,  which  [jo^i- 
tion  she  has  held  for  the  last 
ten  years.  Afrs.  Abbott  died 
August  17,  1857.  In  1862, 
Mr.  Abljott  married  his 
jnesent  wife,  Helen  M.  Bean, 
of  North  Reading,  and  i'wc 
children  ha\e  l)een  boin  to 
them  ;  naniel}',  Herbert  E., 
who  is  at  present  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shoL-s;  Helen  M ., 
/■  Alice  K.  (now  Mis.  B.  R. 
Symontls,  of  Reading),  Elmer 
'  V;   '        E.  .Hid  ( iu)-  S. 

Mr.  Abbott  in  priwUe  life 
is  devoted  to  hi^.  home  and 
famil}',  and  for  this  reason  is 
a  member  of  no  secret  society.  lie  has  been  a  stanch 
republican  since  the  formation  of  the  part}',  and  is  a  fnin 
belie\er  in  the  advantages  of  a  high  protecti\-e  tariff. 
His  first  presidential  vcjte  was  cast  for  W.  H.  Harrison 
in  the  famous  "  log  cabin  and  h.ird  cider"  campaign,  and 
he  is  full  of  interesting  reminiscences  of  old  "  Tippe- 
canoe and  'fyler  too  "  and  other  notal)le  events  of  former 
days,  which  he  narrates  in  a  graphic  and  entertaining 
manner. 

In  all  respects  he  is  a  worthy  representative  of  his 
family,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  lujnored  in  iii 
section,  maintaining  and  exemplifying  in  his  personal 
character  the  good  old  New  England  \  irlues  of  honesty, 
industry,  and  thrift,  and  dealing  in  justice  and  charitv  with 
all  men. 

His  lunne  is  on  tlie  site  of  the  uld  historic  Pntnam 
mill. 


SAMUEL  t.  ABBOTT. 
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lloor  pews,  and  tliat  "  suliscriplions  for  thirty  jiews  "  liad 
already  been  o1)tained.    The  l)uilding  was  linislied  in 
1829,  at  a  cost  of  54,198.14;   and   pews  iiad 
l)een  sold  to  the  amount  of  >3, 47 2.08. 

The  present  church  structure  is  in  outward 
appearance  like  the  orii,dnal,  excepting  that  seven 
feet  have  been  added  to  the  studding,  and  the 
single  long  windows  have  Ijeen  dixided.  Archi- 
tecturally the  building  of  1S29  was  much  the  finer. 
Within  was  the  entry  or  vestibule,  which  has  not 
been  materially  changed.  Two  doors  opened 
into  the  auditorium  of  the  cluirch,  and  a  stair- 
way at  either  end  led  to  the  "  singing-gallery  " 
abo\'e.  'I'here  were  two  broad  aisles,  the  pews 
between  them  facing  the  pulpit.  'J'hree  aisles, 
leading  from  each  of  these  at  right  angles,  ex- 
tended to  the  east  and  west  walls,  —  the  pews 
opening  into  tiiem  facing  the  ends  of  those  in 
the  body  of  the  church.  The  pews  themselves 
were  of  "  box  "  pattern,  but  of  light  and  graceful 
make. 

for  a  century  the  parisli  pursued  the  even 
tenor  of  its  wa\',  with  no  one  to  molest  or  make 
afraitl.     It  was  troubled  at  limes,  as  churches  are  apt  to 
be  no\vada\-s,  in  pio\'idiiig  means  for  the  necessar\-  su|)- 
port  of  the  minister. 

,    Afoney  was  often  vevy  scarce,  and  the  good  minister 


was  obliged  to  take  a  part  ol  his  rather  narrow  stipend  in 
the  i^roducts  oi  the  (arm  and  oicliard.    The  town  flid 


AUGUSTINE  P.  COOK. 

.\  cleCL-asL-il  U)\\n  oflicuil  ami  It-gishUor  whose  memory  i;i  yet 
rexerud  in  North  Reading,  is  llie  late  .\ugiiNtine  I'orter  Cook.  He 
was  horn  in  that  town,  August  2,  1N43,  ami  with  the  exception  of  a 
Ijrief  pericid  w  hen  he  li\ed  in  I'ealjody,  always  resided  there.  Ills 
parents  w  ere  Joseph  and  lietse)'  ( Xeedham)  Cook.  In  the  public 
schools  of  North  Reading  and  I'ealioily  h^-  received  his  edncatioii. 
Shortly  after  severing  school  ties,  he  conuiienced  to  learn  the  trade 
of  caljinel-making,  a  vocation  which  he  followed  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  1  )ec.  iS,  1.S7S.  lie  served  ti\e  }ears  continuously  as  a 
nieniher  of  the  hoard  of  selectmen,  and  in  KS75  was  elected  to  serve 
his  district  .is  reproeni  ative  to  the  ( General  Court.  Dec.  12,  1.S67, 
he  marrietl  h-mnia  Hamilton  I'roclor,  of  I'eLdiody,  by  wlnim  he  h.id 
two  sons,  .\rtluir  Hamilton  Cook  and  Judson  I'rocloi'  Cook. 


RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM  I.  NICHOLS, 
Il.iveiliill  Sirttt,  Nonli  Reading. 

what  it  could  to  assist  the  parish,  either  by  giving  it  out- 
right the  kinds  K'ing  in  common,  or  b\'  appropriating  for 
its  l)enelit  the  whole,  or  a  goodly  portion  of  the  money 
recei\'ed  from  sales  of  the  unused  parts  of  the  ten-rod 
ways.  In  175.",,  it  sold  that  part  of  the  ten-rod  way  lying 
near  Mr.  \\'illiam  .Sawyer's,  and  gax'e  the  proceeds,  fifty 
pounds,  to  the  jiarish  "  to  purchase  the  acre  ahead)-  voted 
and  as  much  more  as  the  said  lift)  pounds,  old  tenor,  will 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  P.  HOWARD, 
P.irk  Slrcel,  Norlli  KLMtling. 

purchase  for  a  c(jn\'eniency  about  the  meeting-house  in 
the  north  parish  and  for  a  training-lield  there." 


'I'VVO  HUNDRED  AND  ]•  I  I'  l'l  lO  I"!  I  A N N' I V  I'.R S.\  K \' 


In  1S17,  trespassers  appeared  upon  the  parisli  doniain. 
The  l^aptists,  wlio,  in  16S0,  found  tlie  doors  of  their  wor- 
shipping phice  shut  against  them  l)y  the  (leneral  Court, 
had,  a  century  later,  vindicated  their  right  to  worship  as 


RESIDENCE  OF  v'/OODBURY  P.  l.EFAVOR, 
Ncirlli  Street,  Nortli  Reading. 

tliey  pleased  in  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  were  now 
sending  their  missionaries  into  the  surrounding  parishes. 
Public  sentiment,  however,  was  very  much  against  them. 
'I'he  schoolhouse  at  the  Neck,  in  which  they  first  held 
their  meetings,  was  moved  from  iSaptist  to  "  Orthodox 
soil,"  and  the  doors  of  the  little  building  were  after  that 
closed  to  them.    The  late  .Mden  Whittredge,  who  had 
••  signed  off "  from  the  parish  and  joined  the  despised 
sect,  saw  his  yoke  of  "  black  steers  "  attached  one  day  — 
he  having  refused  to  pay  his  parish  tax.     In  a  legal  tilt 
with  that  body  he  was  successful,  and  the  black  steers 
again  grazed  in  his  green  pastures.     The  cost 
of  the  suit  to  the  parish  was  not  very  great. 
Ivscjuire  I'rescott  charged  just  three  dollars  for 
pleading  the  case  in  its  behalf. 

On  tile  top  of  this  defeat  came  a  battle  within 
its  own  ranks,  a  sort  of  civil  war,  in  which  the 
l^arish  was  rent  in  twain.  'l"he  latter  part  of  the 
eighteentii  centm'y  was  a  revolutionary  epoch. 
Not  only  the  political  waters,  but  the  ec- 
clesiastical as  well,  were  stirred  to  tiieir  very 
depths. 

"  lilies  was  it  in  that  ilay  tu  be  alive." 

The  French  were  tossing  hopelessly  about  in 
the  angry  sea,  and  atheisim  was  rampant  from 
the  Baltic  to  the  Alps.    The  English  races,  how- 
ever,  kept  well  their   balance,  setting  up  no 
altars  to  an  unknown  God.    We  here  felt  the 
throes  ;  the  war  of  1775,  too,  had  disflirbed  the 
currents  of  thought  of  the  common  people,  and 
it  was  not  strange  that  the  learning  of  the  Massachusetts 
i!ay  pulpits,  as  well  as  those  who  listened  to  their  teachings, 
began  to  cjuestion  the  dogmas  of  their  fathers.     By  the 
end  of  the  century,  from  nearly  every  JJoston  pulpit  was 


preached  the  luiity  of  (lod.  The  inlluence  of  this  change 
in  religious  tiiought  sjiread  early  along  the  seal)oard,  and, 
later,  into  the  interior.  In  18  19,  (.'yrus  Pierce,  a  man  of 
marked  ability  and  liberal  in  his  views,  hatl  been  oidained 
colleague  to  Mr.  .Stone.  When  he  left,  in 
1827,  the  members  of  tlie  parish  who  were 
anti-Calvinistic  in  their  views  desired  that  the 
Unitarian  preacher  as  well  as  tiie  Trinitarian 
.  should  be  invited  to  the  pulpit.  The  desire  was 
not  gratified  ;  but  the  agitation  thus  begun  diil 
not  cease  until  the  "  liberal  "  element  olitaincd 
control.    This  was  in  1835. 

There  was  no  schoolhouse  within  the  pre- 
cinct until  1754,  when  it  was  voted  that  "  some 
particular  persons  have  liberty  to  set  a  school- 
house  on  the  land  near  the  meeting-house, 
provided  they  do  it  on  their  own  cost  and 
charges."      Money  was  voted,  howe\'er,  for 
the  schooling  of  the  youtii  "north  of  the  Ips- 
wich River,"  as  early  as    1693.      After  the 
organization  of  the  parish,  the  money  appro- 
priated for  schools  was  spent  under  the  super- 
vision  of    its   assesscjrs.      Sometimes  these 
officers,  in   the  expenditure  of   this  money, 
were  given  full  power;  but  oftener  the  ])arish 
determined  by  vote  how  man)'  schools  should  be  main- 
tained and  where  they  should  be  kept.     At  its  March 
meeting,  in    1751,  the   parish  voted   that  there  should 
be   "  schooling  in   three  places   in   the   parish,  as  the 
assessors  may  think  best."   March  18,  1765,  it  was  voted 
that  the  school  be  kept  at  the  west  part  of  the  parish  "  at 
janies  ]''lint's  house  or  at  John  ]  )ixe's  house  this  ensuing 
year."     In  1766,  it  was  voted  that  a  school  be  kept  "at 
the  east  part  of  the  parish."    At  the  March  meeting,  in 
1769,  the  parish  refused  to  have  a  school  in  three  places, 
but  \()ted  "  to  start  the  school  in  tw(^  places,  two  months 


RESIDENCE  OF  THE  LATE  GUSTAVUS  E.  PARKER, 
Chestiuit  Street,  North  Re.idiiii;. 

near  Mr.  Jabez  Upton's  house,  and  the  other  two 
months  at  or  near  Mr.  Isaac  Upton's  house."  These 
schools  were  all  held  in  private  dwellings.  The  school- 
house,  "  near  the  meeting-house,"  was  probabl)-  used 
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mostly  for  a  maiiiniai"  scliool.  'I'liis  school  was  tauglit 
1))'  a  male  ami  in  liic  winter  season.  'I'he  selioolhouse 
itself  was  a  scjuare  builclin<;,  quite  spacious  for  that  time, 
and  having  a  lar<;e,  open  fireplace  at  one  end  capable  of 


jjarish  in  maintainini;  and  carinj;  for  the  scli(ji)l>  is  \er_\' 
clearly  shown  in  the  iac-siniile  repoia  (see  luliiidliiiiiiil 


Chapter)  of 
follows  :  — 


a  i)arish   meetiuL^  held    in  iSoj. 


It 


RESIDENCE  OF  WARREN  A,  CAMPBELL, 

ll.iveiliill  Stn-'el,  North  Keaclin;^. 

I  juclctcl  by  I.Lvi  Nicluils  [or  tlie  |)urpo^e  of  ,i  "  1'ublii.k  I'.ivcrn."  Mrs.  Cinipbcll,  wife  of 
present  owner,  is  .i  L;r.iiul(Lin;.;liter  uf  M.ij.  Gen.  John  Sl.irii,  of  KesoUitiun.iry  f.inie. 


.\t  a  mL-clilig  held  by  tlitj  iiih.ihiKiiils  of  llic  ^cioiul 
parish  in  Keadili.t;  rcf;uhiily  asse-iiihU-il  mi  llic  ui^hth 
(lav  of  J  Illy,  1S02,  llicii  chose  1  Icn j.i 111 ! n  r|.liiu,  l'!s(|., 
ni(i(lL-i'.itiir  for  .said  niccliiLi;.  Tlieii, 

I'otctI,  ti)  hkiUl-  alteT.itioiis  in  the  siIkmiI  wards  in 
t  h  u  p. iris  h  tor  I  lie  f  ut  n  1  r, 

/  1'/,  (/,  the  I'aiglish  si  hools  he  kept  in  four  p. il  ls  ol 
t  he  ])arish  for  the  f  ut  lu  e. 

/  cAv/,  to  keep  the  ^;raiiiiiKir  sihool^  in  lliree  parts 
of  the  parish  for  the  Inline. 

/  '('/<  </,  that  the  i;r.iiiinKir  si  hool  lie  kept  in  the  three 
w.irds  in  the  p.irish  e\  ery  )ear. 

/  e/(  1/,  to  choose  a  committee  to  settle  the  school 
warils  in  the  ])arish. 

C'omniittee  chosen  are  Mr.  (leoroe  Flint,  li-.  Heii- 
jaliiin  Upton,  i''.sc|  ,  W  illiam  W  hitliedoe,  Ir,  .iiid 
Thomas  I'^atou  to  settle  the  wards  in  the  p,iii-~h. 

/'('/<■(/,  to  Iniild  four  schoolhouses  in  the  w.irds,  .is 
they  may  be  settletl  by  the  committee.  N'otetl  one  in 
eacli  ward. 

I'o/r,/,  the  al)o\e  committee  shall  estimate  the  cost 
of  tile  schoolhouses,  and  make  report  to  the  p.nisli 
of  their  tloings. 

This  nieetiiio  dissolved. 

.\  true  record, 

TlliiMXs  Mxiiix,  /'iirii/i  Cirri-. 


recei\'inj.i'  the  four-foot  logs  prepared  for  it.    ( )n  either 
sitle  of  the  cliinine}'  were  "  stock  holes,"  in  which  the 
lads  and  lasses  pitt  their  pails  to  keep  their  dinners  warm. 
'I'he  teacliei 's  desk  was  about  three  feet  square,  and  made 
of  rough  boards.    'I'he  benches  on  which  the  pupils  sat 
were  long  enough  to  hold  a  row  of  si.x.    There  were  two 
ranges  of  these  seats,  or  Ix-nches,  separated  l)y  a  middle 
aisle  ;  there  was  tilso  an  aisle  against  the  wall  on  either 
side.     Over    the    fireplace   was   a  gallery;    here  only 
the  older  pupils  sat,  —  those  twenty  years  of  age  or  more. 
In  1822,  Dr.  Jacob  (loodwin  gave  a  stove  for  the  use  of 
the  school,  but  not  a  great  while  after,  the 
town   considering   itself  able  to  maintain 
summer  and  winter  terms  of  school  in  each 
district,  it  was  decided  by  the  owners  to 
sell  the  building.     It  was  bought  by  David 
Damon  and  located  near  tiie  dam  of  the 
old  I''lint  mill  on  land  given  by  (leorge  \\'. 
Eaton  for  that  purpose.      Both  land  and 
house  became  by  gift  the  property  of  Mrs. 
'I'amtir  Hart,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Damon,  and 
is  to-day  a  respectable-looking  dwelling. 

The  interest  that  the  parish  took  in  the 
education  of  its  youth  is  very  marked.  Not 
only  did  it,  year  after  year,  spend  for  that 
purpose    the   money  appropriated  by  the 
town,  but  at  times  it  generously  increased 
this  amount  by  local   ta.xation.     In  1769 
and  1770,  the  parish  voted  that  "  the  year's 
rent  of  the  pews  be  laid  out  for  schooling 
in  different  jjarts  of  the  parish  at  the  discretion  of  the 
assessors."      In    1771,  five  pounds   were  donated  "to 
distant  parts  of  liie  parish."     Even  •'  .\'ew  Marblehcad  "' 
was  thus  remendjered  in  1788.    The  function  of  the  old 


With  the  formation  of  the  districts,  and  the  right  given 
them  to  hiild  pioperty,  the  parish  ga\'e  up  its  well-nigh 
absolute  control  of  tiie  schools.  It  furnished  the  fuel, 
however,  until  about  1830.  At  that  time  there  were 
four  districts,  with  a  house  in  each.  A  description  of 
the  one  in  the  "back-row"  district,  by  one  wlm  attended 
school  there  in  1786,  is  here  gi\'en  :  — 

"  It  was  somewhat  lonoer  th.m  wide,  without  claplioaids,  ceiled 
inside,  with  benches  aoainst  the  ceiliiio  .m  three  side-<  ;  the  wrilini;- 
table  in  front  of  these  seats,  on  c^o-^s-let;s,  made  of  thii  k  plank  ; 
mov.ible  benches  foi  small  chikhen  ;   sni.lll  oak   table  in  the  l  eiiler. 


RESIDENCE  OF  JOSEPH  D.  GOV/ING, 
Gmving  Avenue,  Nortli  Re.idin^.    Xe.ir  site  of  lirst  dwelling  erected  in  North  Re.ulini;. 

with  a  round  top;  arm-chair  for  the  teacher;  two  windows  in  front, 
one  in  the  east,  and  one  in  the  west  side;  fireplace  to  take  in  four- 
foot  wood,  with  a  dark  hole  ao.iinst  the  i  liimne)'  to  put  bad  boys  in." 

The  old  building  in  the  "  I'udding  Point"  district  was 
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RESIDENCE  OF  HENRY  A.  UPTON, 
Upton  Avenue,  Nuitli  Kc.idini;.     (Occiii)iecl  by  tlic  Upton  family  since  ij(^2.) 

hurncd  aljout  1840,  and  the  one  in  the  "lower-end" 
district  met  witii  tiie  saiue  fate  in  1868.  'i'he  "Neck" 
sclioolhouse  became 
tiie  nucleus  of  the 
dwelliuL;  of  the  late 
Benjamin  S.  Abbott, 
now  the  residence  of 
Dr.    \V.    1'.  Davis. 

l^he  schoolhouse 
on  the  "  Hack  Row  " 
was  moved  to  the 
north  side  of  the 
Salem  ^S:  Lowell 
Railroad  track,  near 
Haverhill  Street,  and 
from  it  two  ver)' 
modest  houses  were 
made. 

The  occupation  of 
the  inhabitants  of 
the    precinct   up  to 

1820  was  larj.;el)'  that  of  farming.  Mere  and  there  were 
the  gunsmith,  the  carpenter,  the  blacksmith,  and  the  sh 
maker.  Tiie  mill  privileges,  from  the  Salem  to 
the  W'oburn  line,  were  all  in  the  possession  of 
the  Mints.  'J'here  were  three  mills  on  the  Ips- 
wich River,  —  the  I'utnam  mill,  situated  near  the 
site  of  the  dwelling-house  of  Samuel  K.  Abbott, 
Lob's  Pound  Mill,  and  what  was  long  known  as 
the  Middleton  Paper  Mills.  Earlier  built,  per- 
haps, than  either  of  the  two  mills  in  the  precinct, 
was  one  upon  the  brook  that  drains  the  meadow 
on  the  old  Lynn  road,  just  beyond  the  railroad 
bridge.  After  1S20,  shoe-making  was  the  prom- 
inent occupation  of  the  inhabitants.  Py  1850, 
there  was  a  shop  attached  to  or  pla'ced  by  the 
side  of  nearly  every  dwelling-house  in  the  pre- 
cinct, and  in  almost  every  household  was  some 
"  Hannah  sitting  at  the  window  binding  shoes." 
The  invention  of  machinery,  however,  and  the 
(.'i\  il    War,  by  destroying   the  Southern  trade, 


RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM  PARKER, 
l  onioril  Street,  North  Re.iding. 


graduallv  forced  the  niaiiuCai  turiiig  ui  | 
shoes  into  the  larger  cities,  especially  1 
those  ha\ing  direct  communication  with 
the  cajjital  t  it\  .  The  result  has  been  Ut 
reduce  the  ptjinilation  of  the  town  troiii 
tweb'e  hundred,  just  before  the  wai',  to 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-lh'e,  in  1S95. 

'I'he  precinct  was  set  oil  as  a  separate 
township  in  1853.  In  1854,  the  boundaiy 
line  between  the  town  and  L_\'nnliel(l  was 
straightened.  In  the  sununers  of  1856. 
1857,  1858,  and  i85r),  Dr.  (jcorge  f  .  Root, 
a  grandson  of  ('ol.  Daniel  k'lint,  and  the 
x'enerable  Lowell  Mason,  held  a  "  Normal 
Musical  Institute"  in  the  remodeled 
I'aiish  church.  In  1861  came  the  (.'ixil 
War,  with  its  four  long  years  of  sanguinary 
strife  ;  but  the  men  of  the  old  i^recint  t 
pla)'ed  their  i)art  in  the  great  struggle  as 
became  their  sires  of  old.  In  the  Revolutionar\-  War, 
the  parish  paid  two  thousand  and  eighty  pounds,  nineteen 

shillings, eight  pence 
for  war  purposes. 

At  the  end  of  the 
Civil  War,  the  town 
found  itself  twent\' 
thousand  doUais  in 
debt.  Througli  the 
inlluence  of  Mrs. 
Flint,  this  debt  lias 
been  reduced  to  a 
ver\'  motlerate  sum. 
\\'hat  this  noble 
wtjnian  has  done 
for  tile  town  during 
the  ]5ast  three  tlec- 
.ules  is  told  in  an- 
other place.  As  is 
there  said,  she  has, 
indeed,  duiing  all 
golden  blessings  ui^on  the 


this  period,  l)een  showering 


oe-     old  parish,  her  husband's  birthplace. 
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RE'jIOENCL  of  GEORGE  I.  DITMAR 
I'riv.ite  w.iy,  off  C'liesiimt  Slieet,  Nunli  Keadini;.  ll'onnerly  re^ideiu 


e  uf  tlie  l.ite  .V.iruu  Upton.) 


Ol'  'I'lIK  ANCIFA''!'  TOWX  Ol'   R  l',!  >  I )  I  N(  1. 


MARY  HANNAH  GRAVES. 

.M\KN'  ll\N\All  ( 1  R\\ i:s,  (laughter  (if  ICheiitv.er  aiul  lUuinah  M. 
(C'auiplicll)  (Iraxes,  was  born  in  Xoilli  Rtailiiig,  Sept.  \  2,  iSy).  IIlt 
l)arent.s  had  LhiUlreii  uhu  l^ilw  In  iii.ituiit\.  'Ihc  nn  >thui ,  w  ho 
died  Mav  Ji,  i.SSi,  w  a^  a  sisUi  nf  J.iiiic-.  S,  and  John  11.  t'anipbcll. 
The  father,  l^liun  ()iaves,  .i  liftdoni;  rusidi.-nt  of  .North  Ivcatlinn,  w.i-. 
a  fanner  and  nun  l<L-t-n\an.  Kind  hcarletl  and  a  good  friend  to  the 
poor,  lie  was  a  ni.ni  of  few  words  anda  hirge  measure  of  that  eiiarity 
whieh  tliinl<eth  no  e\il.  When  his  sudden  death  from  a|)ople.\y, 
Jan.  2,  1S7J,  was  annmniLeil,  that  evening  at  tlie  Farnieis'  (  Inb  .1 
spontaneous  tribute  w  as  paid  to  Ids  memory  in  the  general  utterance, 
"lie  was  an  honest  man."  Ilis  father  wa.s  Capt.  I  )aniel  (Iraves,  a 
young  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  w  hose  diary  appears  in  one  of  the 
]iages  (jf  this  volume.  The  parish  records  show  that  the  captain  was 
a  m.m  of  more  than  ordinary  inllnem  e  in  the  old  .North  I'rei  inct. 
1  le  ser\ ed  I  w  (J  terms  in  the  Slate  legislature  and  in  various  town 
otiices.  Maiv  II.  (ira\e>  attended  the  school  in  the  "lower  end" 
ward,  afterwards  a  term  at  the  .\l)bott  .Vcademv  at  .\ndo\er,  and 
graduated  fiom  the  Salem  .Normal  .School,  in  the  class  of  l''ebruar\, 
iSf'io.  She  taught  in  the  publii,  schools  of  her  own  town  and  in  ihe 
llowilitch  Sidiool,  .South  l)au\ers,  now  I'eabody.  .Vs  a  teacher  she 
was  just  thirty  years  ahe.id  ol  her  time.  The  writer  of  this  sketch 
remembers  her  generous  te.iching,  her  labois  in  culti\atiug  the 
imagination  and  Ihe  liner  (pialilies  of  the  mind  through  drawing,  and 
leading,  and  bolani/iiig  at  .1  lime  when  parsing,  and  ciphering,  and 
I  he  niemiu  i/iiig  ol  map  ipiestions  w  ere  t  h  e  all  ado  red  liiiiil)  of  the 
public  schools.  It  1^  no  wonder  that  she  fcdleil  of  appreciation  by 
school  e.xamineis,  and  that  her  t, isles  and  aspiraticJiis  foi'ced  her  into 
a  broader  ami  more  atlracliv  e  w<nk.  I.ikemo^t  of  the  thoughtful 
miiuls  of  her  time,  she  sought  intellectual  gratilii  ation,  liist  in  w  riling 
for  the  uewsp,i|)er  press,  then  she  w.is  led  to  ihe  study  of  theology, 
which  she  began  with  Rev.  ()l)iiipi,i  lirown,  of  \\'e)niouth,  .Mass. 
In  the  summer  of  1  Sbij,  she  supplied  the  jnilpit  of  the  L' ni\ ersalist 
church  in  North  Reading,  and  during  the  fall  and  winter,  while 
studying  in  l!ritlge])ort.  Conn.,  preached  in  .New  Haven  and  other 
])laces  ill  that  State.  I  he  summer  of  1.S70  she  spent  in  Illinois, 
pre, idling  at  Rarlville.  Returning  to  Massachusetts  in  .September,  she 
was  ne.Nl  invitetl  to  the  pulpit  of  the  L'liitariaii  church  in  .Manslield, 
and  after  an  active  ministry  of  over  a  year,  on  Dec.  14,  1S71,  was 
regularly  ordained  as  its  pasl(u-.  This  was  tly,-  first  instance  of  the  or- 
dination of  a  woman  by  I' nitai  i.iiis  in  the  Slate.  .V  large  council, 
represeiiling  many  dillerent  churches  com  eiied  for  this  jjurpose,  took 
unusual  care  in  examining  the  .iction  of  the  |Kirish  and  the  preparation 
of  the  caiulidale.  .Miss  (Iraves  was  ne\er  vigorous,  and  since  her 
Manstield  settlement,  with  the  exception  of  several  month.s  at  I'.ara- 
boo,  Wis.,  has  been  obliged  to  refrain  from  continuous  pastoral  work. 
.Miss  ( ;  ra\  es  is  now  living  in  1  ioston  and  is  engaged  in  literar)'  w  ink. 


Tlie  little  trjw'ii,  altlioiiyh  small,  lia.s  to-cla\'  all  the  cou- 
dition.s  essential  to  a  liap])\'  coiimuiiiity,  —  cluirches, 
sciiools,  lihrar\-,  "  hiiiiibic  livers  in  eoiitenl,''  ,iml  .tn 
hi)moL;eneous  peO|jle. 

NoTf!  1.    'I'lie  prcscnl  silioul  bnililiiii;  w.is  lonncriy  llic  ML-tiioilisl  i  liiin  li, 

wliicll  K.i.s  l.ji..ilcil  ill  llic   ii.isliuL-  Ij.uk   "f  the  resideiu  e  of  Olis  1'.  Syji  d-..  .\ 

High  .Sclino!  Ahmmi  As^'m  i.uiim  w.is  toniicd  in  1S.S5,  llic  lirsl  ofiiccrs  bciir.;  :  ll.iiiicl 
G.  i\bbotl,  presidL-nt  ;   t  r.ink  l-*ai  ki.-r,  tn  asiircr  :  .iiid  Minnit;  A.  l'"u\\  le,  si.i  rui.iry. 

No'ii^2.  'riicru  .11  c  two  1  r.iierii.il  bocielics  in  ilic  ttnvii  :  .A  Iodide  of  ihe  Knighis 
i)f  I  liinor,  insliuucd  M.iy  12,  1.S77,  and  one  cif  the  Kqnilaljle  .Aid  Union,  instituied 
.April  Ml,  cS.Si.  Nineteen  lliiilis.uid  diill.irs  li.n  e  .ilre.idy  been  paid  to  i.uiiilies  of 
deceased  niemhers  b\'  tile-^e  two  orders. 

In  the  chapter  on  Preliminaries  is  tuld  the  at  lixe  part 
w  hich  the  town  of  North  Ixcidini;'  took  in  the  aiiniv  ers.ir}' 
celebration.  The  citizens  of  the  old  "  .North  I'reeinct  '" 
deser\'e  credit  for  the  spontaneil}'  w  ith  whicli  the)- entered 
into  the  w  ork  and  spirit  of  tlie  celehi  ation.  Not  ,t  whit 
were  they  behind  the  citizens  of  Readini;"  and  Wakefield, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  rej^ret  that  the  iiniiropitioiis- 
ness  of  the  weather  on  the  memor.ible  Tnesd.iy,  .Ma\-  jtj, 
made  it  impossible  for  North  ixeadinj4  to  i)articii.)ate  in 
the  ;4rand  parade  to  the  full  exttint  of  their  iire|iaralions. 

I'  or  mail)'  weeks  pre\  ions  to  the  anni\'ersar)'  d.i)'  the 
work  of  preparation  was  \'iL:;or()Usly  carried  forward. 
There  wa.s  an  evitlent  desire  that  North  Reading's  p.irt  of 


HOWARD  VILLA, 
North  lidding. 

Slimmer  residence  of  John  H.  Howard,  of  Chicago.  The  main  part  of  the  liouse 
is  siii>posed  to  h.t\'e  been  built  in  the  early  jiart  of  the  eiglitcenth  centtiry.  it  has 
been  in  the  Howard  family  since  the  early  settlenieiit  of  the  Colonies.  The  locality 
is  particularly  noted  for  the  longevity  of  its  inhabitants  —  tlie  last  owner,  Mrs. 
laieinda  Howard,  lived  lo  be  o\er  one  hundred  and  two  years  old,  and  resided  in 
this  lioiise  .iboiit  eiglity  years. 

the  parade  at  Reading  should  be  a  prominent  and  stic- 
cessfitl  feature  of  the  day.  The  committee  on  procession 
were  wide  awake  to  the  e.\i,u,encies  of  the  movement,  and 
it  is  [iroper  and  jtist  that  this  s'ohnne  should  [)ri  sent  lor 
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historic  record  tiic  splendid  and  complete  arrangements 
whicii  had  been  perfected  but  were  interrupted  by  in- 
clement weather. 

The  lirst  meetinji;  of  the  committee  on  procession  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  April  9.  The  mendjers  of  the 
ccjmmittee  were  :  — 


WiLi.is  P.  Smith,  Cliainiiaii. 


Fkank  I''.  Stkout,  Sixielary. 


HcTiry  A.  Uptun. 
Dennis  i uitcliuKlcr. 
M.irtiu  L.  Hayward. 
,Iolin  r.aclicUcr. 
'I'hiinias  L.  l'\)lt:y. 
J.  Milton  Kobinsnn. 


J.  I!.  McLaiie. 
llurton  K.  Synionds 
J.>'>eph  I).  Gowini;. 
J.  v..  Harris. 
A.  I,.  r,aiclielcler. 
Irvcn  1'.  lialciiL-ldtT. 


\V.  I'.  Uplun. 


Herbert  L.  Abbott. 
Kdward  A.  Car[)eiiter. 
.Artliur  !'".  Upton. 
Willard  P.  Turner. 
I'  nnik  W.  Case. 
J .  li.  Tnrner. 
1.  L.  Ditniars. 


Mr.  J.  ]!.  McLane  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  Mr. 
Willis  P.  .Smith  was  chosen  chairman.  Mr.  Kdward  A. 
Carpenter  was  selected  as  chief  marshal  of  the  North 
Reading  division.  'J'he  following  suIj- committees  were 
chosen.  Trades  :  J.  li.  McLane,  Edward  A.  Car- 
penter, and  Henry  I'pton.  .Schools:  Arthur  V.  ITpton. 
I'ire  Department:  John  IJacheller.  Crangers'  Parade: 
Joseph  ]).  Gowing,  Martin  P.  Hayward,  J.  Z.  Harris, 
and  Frank  W.  Case.  C.  \.  R.  :  Edward  A.  Carpenter. 
( )ld  Residents  :  J(«eph  D.  Gow  ing. 

At  subsequent  meetings  the  details  of  the  parade  were 
discussed  and  perfected.  At  the  meeting  held  April  23, 
Frank  1'".  Strout  was  chosen  secretary  of  the  committee. 
Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  feature  of  having 
the  scholars  of  the  i^ublic  schools  ride  in  barges,  of 
caring  for  them  after  the:  parade,  and  of  providing 
them  a  substantial  lunch.  At  a  meeting  held  April 
30,  .\fessrs.  J.  Afihon  R(jl)inson,  Arthur  F.  Upton,  and  J. 
B.  McLane  were  instructed  to  have  made  a  suitable  banner 
and  secure  Hags  for  decorative  purposes.  The  sub-com- 
mittee on  schools  reported  that  one  hundred  and  one 
school  children  would  t;ike  pait  in  the  procession. 

As  a  result  of  the  labors  of  the  procession  committee, 
the  following  order  and  make-up  of  Xorth  Reading's  por- 
tion of  the  parade  was  arranged  :  — 

ORDER  OF  PROCESSION. 

M.tr^h.il,  F(l\\,ii(i  .\.  C.ii"|)LiilLr,  niDtmlfd. 
.\itls:   larcil  II.  .MiJ.,tiic,  I'.ilw.tril  I).  I'diker,  J.  Milton  Robiiisdii. 
moimtctl;  lliirlini  l\.  .Syinuint-^,  I'.  .Smith,  Ilfiiry  A.  L'pton, 

and  \ValhtLij  V.  l'pton. 

lianiier:   >.i.\ty-si\  by  forty  iiiclics  in  si/t;,  with    rci.1,  whitL-,  and 
ta.-.scls  anti  cord,  lii^arinf;  the  inscription,  "  .\orth  IveacHny  l)ivi- 
si(jn  ;   ReatHiiL;,    1644 — Xortii  Reading,   l'S53,"  carried  liy  Jo>eph 
AN'itson. 

Lynn  ISrass  liaiul:  t\venty-h\e  men  and  drum  major. 
I''ire   1  )upartnient  :  The   "Water   Witcli  "  and  "  .\'(jrth  ReatUng 
No.  I ,"  under  Chief  lliirloii  K.  .Synionds.     Members  of  companies 
in  nnitorni. 

Invited  guests  and  town  otiicials  in  four  landaus. 

.\ncient  C'hil)  of  North  Reading,  made  up  of  old  citizens  of  the 
low  n,  riding  on  two-horse  buckboard  (biveii  liy  .\lanson  A.  L'ptcui, 
and  members  as  foll(;ws:  Warren  A.  (.'.im|)l)ell,  KliiU  Damon, 
Cltarles  I',  llowanl,  Syhesler  Faton,  and  Warren  Faton.  The 
clul)  banner  was  inscrified,  "  N(jrth  Reading  .Athletic  Cltib —  l'S44," 
"  .Vncieiit  (.'Inb — ''"^'JT' 

\'eterans  in  barge. 

School  cliildren  in  fotir  barges. 

'I'racles,  consisting  of  the  following  features  ;  — 

IF  .\.  V  I'  TON 's  I  )ISli,.^^•. 
h'loat  representing  a  modent  meat  market  drawn  by  four  horses. 
Driver,  i!.  D.tnforth. 


Two  one-liorse  butcher  w.igons. 

The  :ibo\e  wc-re  decorateil  with  llags  and  bunting.  Drivers,  II.  I 
l'pton  .nid  I ,.  v..  F  ptou. 

Fo.id  of  logs,  (liawTi  by  si.\  jet  black  horses.  Morses  anil  lo.t 
trimmed  with  plumes,  llags,  and  bunting.  Diiver,  W.irii-n  Wliili 
house. 

1,0, td  of  111 mber,  drawn  b\'  tour  horses,  liinuned  willi  Ikig--  .in 
bunting.     Dri\ er,  (  ieoi  i;e  W.  Ilollman. 

Foad  of  wo;)d,  dr.twn  by  four  horses,  trintmed  witli  ll.igs  .1111 
ininting.     Driver,  h'red  (iould. 

J.  1!.  McFani.'s  Disfi,\v'. 

h'our  four  horse  teams.  Drivers,  W.  I'.  Turner,  W.  I).  Trrfn 
1.  S.  I'isenhaure,  and  |.  Ilogan. 

l  eu  wagons  were  tol)e  in  the  processimi,  ccuisi^ting  of  ice  w.igoii> 
lurnittire  wagons,  milk  wagons,  express  wagons,  fruit  wagon,  ,iii( 
democrat  wagon.  Tliey  were  to  be  divided  in  b iiir  st  1  iii^s,  two  o 
three  wagons  each  and  two  of  two  wagons  each.  .Ml  were  tnnimec 
with  flags  ami  bunting. 

.\.  V.  III'Iii.n's  )  )ISIM.AV. 

Twodunse  float,  showing  mowing  machine,  hay  tedder,  and  liorsi 
rake,  trimmeil  with  llags  and  bunting.     Driver,  .\.  l'pton. 

(  )iie-hoi"se  team,  lo.id  of  .\.  I''.  Fplon's  "superior"  llour  in  the 
shape  of  triangle,  trimmed  w  ith  llags  and  bunting.  Driv  er,  ( leorge 
IF  I'litnam. 

(  >ne-horse  team  display  of  signs  of  cotlee,  with  a  picture  of  I'-uil 
Revere's  midnight  title  on  each  side  of  the  wagon.  Driver,  Foster 
K.  IJatchelder. 

C  vRi'i-..\  I  l-'Kr.\cu's  Dlsl'l..v^■. 

( )ne  two-horse  team. 
Two  one  luuse  teams. 

The  two  horse  le;im  was  a  load  of  Farpeiiter  Ov  Ireiich's  best 
llour  put  up  in  while  bags,  and  :iir.inged  in  the  sh.i|)e  of  .in  ov.il 
mound,  10  ft.  long  and  4  ft.  high,  liinimed  with  llags  .iiul  bunting. 
Driver,  I'rederick  S.  hreiich. 

( )ne  cuie-horse  team  w  as  a  load  of  all  kiiuF  of  canned  goods,  ilis- 
pl.iv  ed  (Ml  shel  V  es  10  ft.  long  and  m.ide  in  the  form  of  a  ti  i, ingle  wit  it 
.1  row  of  cans  Fjr  the  top  .mgle,  .ill  trimmed  with  Hags  .mil  bunting. 
Driver,  .Miss  Henrietta  .\.  I^ames. 

The  other  cjne-hiuse  leant  was  a  load  of  h.mlw.ire  ;ind  tinw.ire 
usually  found  in  a  country  store,  dispkiyed  from  hooks  upon  shelves 
10  fl.  long,  in  the  form  of  an  inverted  lii.ingle,  tiimined  with  ll.igs 
and  bunting.     Diiver,  D.iiiiel  D.  Mclnliie. 

1  KV  I.N  V .  I!  V  1  ell  1:1  lit  i;\  I  )isri  vv  . 
Four. horse  lo.idof  wood,  trimmed  with  llags  and  bunliiig.  Diiver, 
Willie  Faw. 

W.  I'.  S.\l  I  1  1 1's   I  Usfl.  w  . 

(  )iie-hoise  llo.it  showing  the  poultry  industry.  Tiiere  were  two 
inciibatois  running,  and  two  broods  of  chickens  111  coops,  e.uh  wilh 
sodded  nuts  trimmed  wilh  ll.igs  and  bunting,  and  the  following 
plac.iid  was  shown  :  — 

"  I'o  make  hens  lay,  feed  them  on  cut  green  bmie  .iiul  cut  i  lover 
hay."     Driver,  lleniian  Merrill. 

(I.  I'.  S\\iii\ii's  \  Sox's  Disri.AV. 

()ne  fotirdiorse  te.im  loaded  with  boxes,  trimmed  with  iFigs  and 
bunting.     !)river,  laiiery  Mcnse. 

Hne  two-horse  te.im  lo.ided  with  bo.ves,  trimmed  with  ll.igs  .ind 
bunting.     Driver,  Frank  I'ross. 

( )ne  one-horse  team  loadetl  wilh  bo.\es,  trimmed  with  ll.igs  and 
bunting.     Driver,  Henry  Thayer. 

t'll.vi;l.i:s  S.  l'i;.\ii's  Dlsfl.vv. 
A  large  sign  about  1  i  ft.  scpuire  and  .iboiit  J  ft.  thicl;  in  a  one- 
horse  express  wagon,  driven  by  I'haiies  S.  I'ratt.     <  )n  e.ich  side  of 
the  square,   which  was  made  of  canvas,  was  painted  a  large  red 
strawberry  abmit  5  ft.  in  diameter,  also 

SIFNNX'SIDI-:  NF  RS1':R\', 

(   IIAKI.I'.S  .S.   I'K  VI  I,  I'KDI'Kll.loi;, 

Glower  of  Small  h'tuils,  .North  Reading,  .Mass." 
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n^^~'^^P^^liV,  more  important  facts  in  the  geology 
jf^*^,  ^^^'^i  of  Reading  may  be  most  conveniently  pre- 
?^^/>.'  sented  in  the  form  of  a  brief  sketch  of  the 

'fy^ijJi  geological  history  of  the  town. 
£  ■■V^y  V—tXy The  oldest  rocks  in  Reading  are  the 
slates  and  quartzites,  of  which  there  are  many  outcrops 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pearl,  Main,  and  Franklin  Streets.  'These  strata  carry 
us  far  back  in  geological  time,  since  they  belong  to  the 
ancient  Cambrian  formation.  They  were  originally  depos- 
ited as  alternating  beds  of  mud  and  sand  when  the  Cam- 
brian Sea  extended  far  and  w  ide  over  what  is  now  Eastern 
Massachusetts.  In  tlie  neighboring  towns  of  Lynn  field 
and  -Stoneham,  beds  of  limestone  were  also  formed  ; 
but  no  limestone  has  yet  been  discovered  in  Reacb 
wng.  These  Cambrian  sediments  were  slowly  acciunu- 
lated  to  a  thickness  of  thousands  of  feet,  to  so  great 
a  thickness,  in  fact,  that  this  part  of  the  earth's  crust 
was  weakened,  and  softened,  and  fmally  collapsed. 
In  conseciuence  of  this  collapse,  the  Cambrian  beds  of 
mud  and  sand  were  hardened  to  slate  and  sandstone  or 
quartzite,  and  so  strongly  mashed  and  folded  up  that,  the 
tops  of  the  folds  having  been  worn  off,  we  now  find  the 
strata  everywhere  on  edge  or  very  highly  inclined  ;  and, 
in  some  outcrops,  wonderfully  contorted  or  crinkled. 

The  strata  were  then  invaded  by  very  extensive  erup- 
tions of  the  dark-colored  igneous  rock  known  as  diorite. 
The  diorite  has  broken  through  the  strata  in  an  exceed- 
ingly irregular  manner  ;  but  often,  also,  along  lines  par- 
allel with  the  stratification.  The  eruption  of  the  diorite 
was  followed  by  still  more  extensive  eruptions  of  granite, 
this  rock  breaking  through  both  the  Cambrian  strata  and 
the  diorite.  (Iranite  ledges  are  not  a  prominent  feature 
of  Reading,  but  this  rock  is  believed  to  underlie  a  con- 
siderable area  in  the  central  and  southern  portions  of 
the  town. 

After  the  eruption  of  the  granite  came  a  prolonged 
period  of  erosion,  during  which  all  these  rocks  were  ex- 
tensively worn  away.  This  continued  until  the  beginning 
of  carboniferous  time,  when  Eastern  Massachusetts  was 
again  invaded  by  the  sea,  and  the  extensive  beds  of  con- 


glomerate and  slate  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  and  fartiier 
south  were  formed.  These  rocks  probably  once  co\  Lred 
Reading,  but  they  were  long  since  worn  away.  The  close 
of  carboniferous  time,  when  this  regi(jn  again  l)ecame  dr)- 
land,  was  marked  by  the  formation  of  the  numerous 
dikes  of  diabase  or  trap  which  intersect  our  ledges  in 
every  direction.  Rut  few  dikes  have  been  ol.^seix'ed  in 
Reading.  Any  deficiency  in  tliis  respect,  howex  er,  is  more 
than  offset  l)y  the  immense  size  and  special  interest  of 
the  great  dike  which  outcrops  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
village,  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles,  Pearl,  Salem,  and 
Pleasant  Streets.  It  appears  to  trend  north  and  south, 
with  a  width  of  considerably  UKjre  than  a  thousaml  feet, 
unless,  indeed,  there  lie  several  dikes  side  b)-  side.  The 
rock  (trap)  is  very  coarsel)'  crystalline,  resembling  granite, 
and  it  is  particidarly  remarkable  for  the  extensiv  e  cfjncen- 
tric  decomposition  which  it  e\hii)its.  This  can  be  oli- 
ser\-ed  in  all  the  outciops,  but  is  shown  to  best  aflwintage 
in  the  comparatively  fresh  sections  on  Charles  and  I'earl 
Streets.  The  light  and  dark  gray  trap  is  reduced  by  the 
action  of  the  elements  to  a  deep  brown  gravel  or  coarse 
sand,  and  near  the  surface  to  a  soft  brown  earth  or  soil. 
It  is  noteworthy  that,  directly  south  of  this  hjcalit}',  in 
Medford,  a  similar  variety  of  trap  forms  a  dike  over  live 
hundred  feet  wide,  and  the  decomposition  product  has 
been  extensi\-ely  dug  ami  used  for  surfacing  walks  and 
driveways. 

The  trap  dikes  are  the  newest  of  the  hard  rocks  of 
Reading;  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  this  area  has  been  dry 
land  continuously  since  the  close  of  carboniferous  time. 
During  all  this  vast  inter\  al  the  rocks  were  being  graduallv 
worn  away;  but  the  next  event  of  a  striking  character 
was  the  coming  of  the  great  ice  sheet  at  the  beginning  of 
the  glacial  epoch.  The  ice  had  a  thickness  of  thousands 
of  feet,  and  possibly  a  mile  ;  and  moved  slow!)-  but  irie- 
sistibly  from  north  to  south,  grinding  down  the  ledges  and 
scraping  the  detritus  of  all  kinds  together  to  form  the 
confused  aggregate  which  we  call  the  drift  or,  more  spe- 
cifically, the  till  or  bowUler-clay.  When  the  ice  finally 
melted  away,  it  left  the  till  to  some  extent  in  the  form  of 
smoothly  rounded  hills  or  dnnnlins.    These  are  not  so 
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EDWARD  A.  Ul'TOX  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  oUlest  New  Kn^^land  families,  llis  ancestr)' 
can  1)C  traced  to  an  eail\'  a>;e.  I'pon  records  at  lnj;inire 
llallin  Westmoreland,  Ent^larul,  tlie  famil3'name  of  L'pton 
appears  before  the  time  of  tlie  Xorman  C,'onc|uest.  'I'iie 
descent  from  tiie  twelftii  centur)'  can  he  traced  in  a 
continuous  line  down  to  John  L'ppeton,  or  De  Uppeton, 
as  the  name  was  ori^nnally  spelled,  of  Upton,  Cornwall. 

John  Upton,  a  descendant  in  the  direct  line,  and  the 
progenittjr  of  the  L'pton  lineage  in  this  coimtry,  settled 
in  Danvers,  then  called  .Salem,  aboi.it  1652,  afterwards 
removed    to    North    Reading,  then    Reading.  Emory 
l^pton,  a  direct  descendant,  who  graduated  from  a  mili- 
tary school  in  1856,  was  a  brigadier-general  in  the  late 
(."ivil  War.     He  is  the  author  of  the  jiresent  system  of 
militar)'  tactics  which  is  uni\ersally  used  by  instructors 
in    military    science.  The 
ibjii.  Daniel  V.  King  was  a 
direct    descendant,    on  liis 
maternal    side,    from  John 

LTpton,  in  the  sixth  genera-  • 
tion.     lie  was  a  graduate  of  ''iM* 
Harvard    College,  a  lawyer  , 
of   ability,    speaker    of  the 
House   of  Representatives, 
president  of  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts,  and  represen- 
tative of   the  Esse.x  district 
in  liie  national  Congress. 

Edward  A.  Cpton,  the 
suljject  of  this  sketch,  is  the 
great-great-grcat-g  rand  son  of 
tile  said  |()hn  C|)t(jn,  aiul 
the  eldest  son  now  H\ing  of 
K.dward  and  JJetsey  (  Da\ is ) 
U|)ton.  lie  was  born  in 
-South  ])an\ers  (now  I'ea- 
Ixnly),  Sept.  23,  1.S29.  His 
parents  were  \vorthy  repre- 
sentati\'es  of  the  earl)-  New 
England  type  of  character, 
—  strong,  true,  and  faithful 
to  a  rugged  idea  of  duty, 
wiiich  included  alike  God 
and  their  felhnv-men.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  for 
six  generations  this  famil\-  has  lived  in  North  Reading 
and  its  immediate  \  icinit\-.  In  1S32,  Mr.  Cpton  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Lynnlield,  and  lived  on  the  farm  sit- 
uated on  the  boundary  line  between  Lynnlield  and  Wake- 
lield,  on  the  "•Old  Road,"  near  where  Hawkes's  .Mills 
were  formerly  located  on  Saugus  River. 

•Although  living  within  the  boundaries  of  Lynniield, 
the  family  formed  their  social,  religious,  and  business 
connections  with  South  Reading,  now  Wakefield,  and 
the  then  sparsely  settled  "Main  Street,"  "the  vil- 
lage store,"  and  "  the  Old  .Meeting  house  "  are  among 
the  objects  of  Mr.  Cpton's  earliest  recollection.  In 
)outh  he  was  required  to  perform  the  duties  usually  as- 
signed to  farmers'  boys  about  the  farm,  beside  attending 
the  district  school  during  the  three  months  of  the  winter 
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season.  In  i M.|.S,  he  entered  ( lihuantiiii  .AcatleiiU',  New 
Hampshire,  to  prepare  liimsell  lor  college.  In  i'S50, 
his  family  remoxed  to  the  .Montrose  district,  in  the  easl- 
erl)'  pail  of  Wakefield,  where  his  father  purchased  the 
place  still  known  as  the  "  Upton  harm,"  allhough  it  has 
passed  out  of  the  family's  possession. 

In  i>S5i,  he  entered  Dartiiuiuth  ('oUege,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1X55,  which  contained  the  Hon. 
Walbridge  A.  Field,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  Massachusetts;  the  Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr., 
Meml)er  of  Congress  from  Maine;  Judge  William  S. 
Ladd,  of  New  Hampshire;  the  Hon.  John  K.  Valentine, 
Cnited  States  District  Attorney,  of  riiiladelphi.i  ;  and 
Dr.  Edward  P.  Scales,  of  Newton.  He  availed  himself, 
when  in  college,  of  the  privilege  then  granted  to  students, 
of  leaching  school  cluring  the  winter  season,  and  taught 

in  Reading,  Danvers,  East 
Randolph,  ISarnstead,  N.  II., 
and  tile  high  school  in 
Wincheiulon,  Mass.  After 
receiving  his  degree,  he 
taught  a  grammar  school 
in  ]>e\erl\',  and  read  law  in 
the  office  of  Judge  Stephen 
G.  Nash  and  Josiuia  P.  Con- 
verse, Esq.,  of  lioston,  Mass., 
and  in  1858  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  opened 
offices  in  l!t)ston  and  Wake- 
field, which  he  still  retains, 
and  during  his  professional 
life  has  iie\er  been  known  to 
refuse  his  services  t(j  an)' 
person  on  account  of  pecu- 
ni.u")'  circumstances.  Vuv 
this  reason  he  is  known  as 
the  "  Poor  Man's  Law)  er." 
In  1857,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  tile  scliool  com- 
mittee, and  held  the  office 
for  twent)'-two  )ears.  In 
i8_£^8,  he  was  apj^ointed  by 
the  governor  a  trial  justice 
for  Middlesex  ('ount\,  and 
continued  in  oflice  until  1870.  He  was  tax  collector  for 
five  )'ears,  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  public  li])rar)-,  and 
has  fretpiently  presided  as  moderator  at  the  town  meet- 
ings. He  was  the  deiiKJcratic  candidate  for  represen- 
tative to  the  legislature  in  1894,  and  was  defeated  by 
only  a  small  plurality,  although  the  republican  party  in 
the  town  was  in  a  large  majorit)'.  In  1895,  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

He  was  married  in  1861  to  Susan  M.  Simpson,  of 
\\' aterville.  Me.,  who  ilied  in  iSGg,  and  in  1873,  to  Cla- 
rinda  Grigg,  of  Mount  Holly,  N.  J.  They  have  no 
children.  In  earl)-  manhood  he  was  a  member  of  the 
republican  party,  but  when  Horace  Greeley,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, and  other  prominent  leaders  severed  their  connec- 
tion with  that  organization  and  joined  the  democratic 
party,  he  followed  their  example. 
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luiiiieroLis  or  conspicuous  in  Reading  as  in  some  oilier 
parts  of  Eastern  IMassacIiusttts  ;  but  se\  cral  quite  ty[)ical 
exaiiii^les  ha\'e  been  ol:)serveci  in  tiie  southwest  part  of  tite 
town,  in  the  \'icinit\'  of  Summer  and  West  Streets  ;  and 
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also  on  tile  east  side,  near  the  junction  of  Wakefield, 
Charles,  and  Haverhill  Streets.  The  large  volume  of 
water  resulting  from  the  melting  of  the  ice  formed  many 
temporary  streams  and  lakes  by  which  the  main  part  of 
the  drift  was  washed,  and  stratified  ( modified ),  and  left 
in  the  form  of  broad,  level  plains  of  sand  and  gravel. 
These  sand  plains  have  a  very  e.Ktensive  development  in 
Reading  ;  in  fact,  they  are  the  chief  feature  of  the  sur- 
face geology,  bordering  iiearl\-  all  the  streams 
and  co\'ering  almost  coiitiiiuousi)'  the  entire 
southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  town.  Some 
of  the  glacial  lakes  were  not  completely  filled  up 
with  sand  and  gravel,  and  their  waters  diversify 
tile  lanilscape  to-day.  I.,ake  ( Juaniiapowitt  in 
U'akefield  is  such  an  example  ;  and  the  great 
swamj)  crossed  by  the  railroad  between  Wakefield 
and  Reading  is  simply  a  portion  of  this  lake 
which  was  only  partially  filled  up.  Shallow 
swamps  were  also  formed  in  the  depressions  of 
the  sand  plains  and  wherex'er  the  drainage  was 
obstructed  ;  and  the  more  or  less  important 
growths  of  peat  in  these  are  the  only  important 
addition  to  the  geology  of  Reading  since  the 
close  of  the  ice  age. 


ally  smot)th  and  graduall)-  sloping  m )i  tli\\ e^lerly  sui  I.h  e, 
and  a  more  alirupt  and  bitikeii  scnit lieastetl)'  face.  be- 
tween these  hills  are  narrow,  moist  \alle\'s.  There  are 
grax'ell)-  hills,  narrow  gra\-el  ridges,  saii<_l\-  and  giawllv 
■    .  [ilains,  bioad  streti^  hes  ol  meadow,  ponds, 

streams,  pastures,  (  iilti\  ate(i  fields,  gar^ 
dens,  and  the  more  or  less  tr.u'eled  higli- 
wa)'s  ;  and  to  each  of  these  and  the 
plants  pet'uliar  to  them  refereiice  will  be 
made. 

The  soil  is  mainly  glacial  drift.  There 
are  gravel,  sand,  loam,  and  peat  of  \  al  iou^. 
degrees  of  Imeness  aiul  \'ari(jusl\'  coiii- 
biiied.  'i'liere  is  little  if  an)-  clay,  but 
there  is  considerable  decomposing  roi  k 
where  the  great  tr.ip  dike  outcrops,  wliiili 
is  referreil  to  by  Professor  C'rosb)'. 

Much  of  the  territor\  of  (Ireenwocid  (tfie 
southern  part  of  Wakefield)  is  m.ule  up  of 
abrupt,  broken,  ledg}'  hills  with  narrow, 
fertile  \'alle\  s  between.  The  '•  ],oiig  WooiU 
Hills"  on  the  west  line  of  Reading  have  a 
like  character  at  their  iioithei  n  point,  and 
there  are  similar  hills  in  the  nortiieastern 
corner  of  North  Reading.    These  hills  are 
much  like  those  of  tile  .M id(lle>e\  f  ells  and 
L}'nn   Woods:   too   rocky  and  barren  to 
cultivate,  and  witfi  few  settlements  about  them,  e.NCepting 
in   Wakelield  and  (ireenwood.    These  hills  are  iiiostb' 
covered  with  deciduous  trees  and  shrubs  wherever  there 
is  a  fair  depth  of  soil,  with  a  scattering  of  pines  ami  red 
cedars.      'i'he  prevailing  deciduous  trees  are   the  red, 
scarlet,  white,  and  black  oak,  tiie  pignut  hickory,  and  less 
common  are  the  mockernut,  white  hickorx',  and  iiop-hoin- 
beam.    'I'lie)'  are  mostly  sprouts  troiii  stumps,  for,  prac- 
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'I"o  the  topography,  the  character  of  the  soil, 
the  amount  of  moisture  retained  by  the  soil,  all  of 
which  have  been  modified  largely  by  glacial  action,  and  to 
man's  occupation  and  use  of  the  surface,  is  to  be  attributed 
the  character  and  distribution  of  the  flora  of  the  region 
referred  to.    In  this  region  are  ledgy  hills  with  a  gener- 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  H.  MAODOCK, 
Lawrence  Street,  Wakefield, 


tically,  all  of  the  trees  have  been  cut  off  at  intervals  of 
from  twenty  to  thirty  years. 

^\'hite  pines  were  evidently  much  more  abundant  at 
one  time  than  they  are  now,  and  probably  preceded  the 
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HEN'R\'   HARRISON  SAVAGE  was  born  at  North 
llridgeton,  Me.,  Sept.  12,  1839,  being  a  son  of 
Abrani  M.  and  Mary  Hayward  Savage.    He  tilled  the 
soil  luitil  1 86 1,  where  he  went  to  South  Waterford,  Me., 
wiiere  he  was  eniplo)ed  in  a  grocery  store  for  some  three 
years,     lie  married,  April  30,   1863,   Abbie  F.  Young, 
daughter  of   Moses    \'oung,  of   South   Waterford.  He 
removed   to   Massachusetts   in  1865,  stopping  at  Cam- 
bridgeport  for  one  year,  then  coming  to  Wakefield  and 
locating  in  its  southern  \illage,  Greenwood.      His  chil- 
dren are  Harry  Walter,  born  August  4,  1864  ;  married 
April  10,  1889,  Jennie  M.  Lee,  daughter  of   William  H. 
Lee,  of  Greenwood;    Eugene  Wilfred,  born  March  17, 
1866;  married,  Oct.  11,  1S93,  Mary  Perkins,  of  Wake- 
field ;  Cora  Frances,  born  May  23,  1873  i  married,  Oct.  3, 
1894,  C.  Ernest  Sanford,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  Greenwood 
is   no  mean   village  aniong 
the   precincts  of   tlie  town. 
Its    edLicational  pri\'ileges 
are  among  the  best  the  town 
affords.      it    has  a  neatly 
tinislTed  chapel  and  weekly 
preaching  ])y  clergymen  of 
different   denominations  ;  a 
flourishing    Sabbath  school 
and     mid-week  ilevotional 
meetings,  two  public  schools 
and  a  third  called  for;  post- 
oltice,  stores,   etc.     Such  is 
the  village  at  the.  present 
time,  and  a  careful  observer 
would  not  be  at   a   loss  to 
accoimt    for    mucii    of  its 
growth  and  prosperit}-.  When 
Mr.   Sa\age    took    up  his 
abode  in  Greenwood,  he  saw 
opportunities    for  its  devel- 
opment.     It     was  largely 
through   his    influence  that 
the  (jroi^erty  known  as  Green- 
wood  Park   was    put  upon 
the   market,   and  which,  in 
the  past  six  \  ears,  has  added 
aliout  sevent)'-iive  houses  to 
the  village,  beside  giving  an  impetus  to  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  other  sections  of  the  village.    He  is  also 
engaged   in   developing  uni^rockiclive  lands  outsitle  of 
town  limits.     Since  coming  to  Boston,  his  business  has 
been  that  of  a  merchandise  broker,  though  for  the  last 
si.x  years  he  has  been  largely  interested  in  real  estate 
matters,  being  president,  since  their  organization,  of  the 
Poston  Land  Improvement  Company,  which  has  a  capi- 
tal of  $100,000,  also  of  the  New  England  Land  Improve- 
ment Company,  whicli  has  a  capital  of  $200,000.  'I'liese 
two  companies  are  operating  in  eight  different  States, 
opening  and  improving  large  tracts  of  land,  and  erecting 
buildings  thereon.      Mr.  Savage   is  an   active  business 
man,  constantly  engaged  in  some  department  of  his  many 
labors.     He  is  fully  awake  to  any  matter  of  interest  to 
his  adopted  village,  gix'ing  liberally  of  time  and  money. 


He  has  ser\'ed  the  town  two  years  on  the  board  ol  ;is- 
sessors,  and  two  years  aschairnKiii  of  the  l)o,ird  of  selec  t- 
men. He  lias  been  a  member  of  tile  standing  Coiiiiiiittce 
of  the  i'irst  Congregational  Societ)-  at  ( !reeiu\(j<Hl  since 
its  formation  m  1873,  and  for  sixteen  \ears  has  ser\c(l 
as  chairman.  lie  is  a  p.ilron  of  other  oiga ni/.uions,  a 
Mason  of  high  standing,  a  member  of  I.  <  ».  (  ).  l<.  of 
AVakelield,  and  was  a  ciiarter  iiicmbci  of  tlie  lodge  ol  the 
ivniglits  of  Honor. 

'I'lie  father  of  Henr)-  \\as  a  music  teacher  in  the  State 
of  Maine  for  lift}'  \ears.  Wlieii  seventN'-fue  years  old, 
lie  came  to  li\e  with  liis  S(jn  in  Grei;n\\ (jod.  whcic  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  grandlather  of 
Henry's  mother,  John  Hayward,  hatl  a  record  which 
deserx'es  a  ]:)r<jminent  place  in  liistor\-.  lie  was  born  in 
iVcton,  Mass.,  in   1740.     He  was  lieutenant  ot  the  At  ton 

Company,   of   which  ('apt. 
Lsaac  Da\'is  was  commander. 
At  da)break  on  the  niemoia- 
ble  day,  April  19,  1775,  the 
startling  news  reached  A(  ton 
that    the     Pritisli  Ri-gulars 
were  on  their  \\i\y  to  {\)\\- 
cord.     Captain    I)a\is  w.is 
directed  to  arouse  his  men, 
and   lende/ vcjus   the  Uoops 
at  the  old   North    ISridge  at 
Concord.     On  their  ai  rival 
the)'  saw  the   Pritish  nw  the 
other  side  of  tlie  ri\'cr,  witli 
intent    to  guard  the  bridge 
and  |)i"e\'ent  the  pro\i:n. iais 
from  entering  the  town.  The 
Pritish  discharged  a  \()lle_\'. 
and    Captain    I  ).i\  is  fell 
dead.     Lieuten.iiu  1 1 .i)  \\'.ii d 
promiitU'  took  the  coiiiuianil 
of  the  company,  and  \\a\  ing 
on   high  his   sword,  led  ids 
e.xcitetl  men  .igainst  the  loe. 
Ha\  ward  was  the  lirst  man 
of  all  that  column  to  spring 
upon  the  bridge.    The  Prit- 
ish   took    jirecipitate  tiight, 
and  HaN'ward  and  his  men  pressed  them  in  liank  and 
rear,  dri\ing  tliem  on  towards   lioston.     .So  d.iring  was 
ills  act  in  springing  foremost  upon  the  bridge,  it  is  said 
that  Pritish    officers   confessed  that  it  awed  them  into 
admiration  of  his  bravery,  and  so  sa\ed  his  life.  .Again, 
with  uplifted  sword.  Lieutenant  Hayward  led  his  .Vcton 
men  up  tiie  slopes  of  Punker  Hill,  and  later  he  is  fcnind, 
with  sword  in  hand,  at  White  Plains,  at  Trenton,  at  .Mon- 
mouth, and  at  other  notable  battles  of  tire  war.    ( )n  .\ugust 
I,  1781,  six  years  after  the  battle  at  Concord  iSridge,  Lieu- 
tenant Hayward  received  a  commission  as  c.iptain.  signed 
in  the  bold  handwriting  of  John  Hancock,  Governcjr  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.      To  such  an  an- 
cestor can  Mr.  Sa\  age  refer  with  commendable  pride,  and 
the  descendants  of  Lieutenant  II, i)  ward  should  honor  his 
l)vavery  and  keep  his  name  in  perpettial  remembrance. 
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woods.  'I'liu  searlcl  maple  is  fru(|iiL-iit  in 
dry  woods,  ljul  is  iiiucli  more  common  in 
wet  j^round.  Tiie  sugar-maple  and  the 
basswood  are  rare,  but  when  found  are 
usually  in  cool,  rock)' ])laces  or  on  the  eilge 
of  moist  land  ;  and  the  blue  beech  gr(;ws 
in  similar  places.  'J'he  yellow  and  black 
birches  are  found  in  ch)-  woods,  but  are 
more  frecpient  in  moist  woods  and  cool 
ravines.  'i'he  canoe  Ijirch  is  rare.  The 
white  ash  is  most  frequent  on  and  near 
the  edge  of  moist  land.  'I'he  sassafras, 
fretpient  in  dry  \\oods,  is  seldom  a  large 
tree,  but  a  notable  exception  is  tlie  one  now 
standing,  in  good  condition,  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  Fi.inklin  and  Main  .Streets. 

(  )ther  hills  in  these  towns  are  cox'ered 
almost  wholl}'  with  gra\'el  and  loam  and  are 
C|uite  evenly  rounded,  witii  few  outcrops  of 
present  hard  wood  growth  ;  those  remaining  are  in  small     rock.    Most  of  the  surface  of  such  hills  has  been  cleared. 


RESIDENCE  OF  IRVEN  F.  BATCHELDER, 
Norlli  Suuel,  Nuilli  Kc.ldiiii;. 


patches,  which  were  too  small  to  be  worth  cutting  when 
the  surrounding  hard 
wood  was  taken,  or 
are  on  steep  slopes 
and  knolls  not  suited 
to  cultivation.  The 
imdergrowth  in  such 
woods  is  rather 
dwarf  and  meager, 
the  half  high  blue- 
berry, huckleberry, 
and  maple  leaved 
viburnum  pretlomi- 
nating.  'Flie  red  root 
is  frecpiently  found 
in  considerable 
patches,  and  often 
the  bush  honey- 
suckle, Ro.xbury  wax- 
work, and  dwarf  wild 

rose.  On  the  poorest  soil  is  the  scrub  oak  and  the  gray 
birch.  In  old  pastures  and  in  crevices  and  pockets  of 
soil  among  the  ledges  are  red  cedars.  They  are 
conspicuous  elements  of  the  landscape,  seldom 
combining  in  graceful  groups  and  masses,  but 
standing  like  pert  interrogation  points,  then 
gradually  llattening  out  and  breaking  into  irregu- 
larly twisted  and  picturesque  masses  of  dark 
green  foliage,  'I'he  ground  cover  on  these  same 
ledges  is  chiefly  dwarf  blueberry,  sweet  fern, 
dwarf  wild  rose,  bush  honeysuckle,  and  occasion- 
ally the  prostrate  juniper,  the  shad  bush,  dog- 
berry,  and  bearberry.  Occasionally  in  the  woods, 
especially  on  cool  and  rocky  banl-^s,  are  found 
small  groups  of  hemlocks,  and  in  similar  positions 
the  iiowering  dogwood.  Among  the  less  commonly 
distributed  trees  on  these  hills  are  the  chestnuts, 
which  are  sometimes  found  in  considerable  num- 
bers, but  are  rather  local.  The  butternut  is  occa- 
sionally found  in  rocky  places  and  on  the  edge  of 
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much  of  it  is  now  occupietl  by  homesteads,  is  cul- 

ti\'ated  grounil,  ov 
pasture.  The  tirst 
settlement  within 
our  territory  was  on 
the  base  and  east- 
erly slope  of  a  hill 
of  this  character, 
"  Cowdrey's  ]  I  ill  "  . 
in  Wakefield,  'i'he 
woodland  existing 
on  such  hills  is  sim- 
ilar to  that  prev- 
iously described. 
'I'here  are  less  of  the 
kinds  of  trees  that 
prefer  the  steep 
slopes  a  n  d  moist 
valleys,  such  as  the 
liemlock,  and  yellow 
and  black  birches.  The  closely  cropped,  sunny  pastures 
provide  favorable  conditions  for  the  growth  of  the  reii 
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RS.  CLARISSA  COX  was  a  native  of  Reading, 
now  Wal^efield,  and  was  born  Oct.  6,  1787,  in  the 
]'',ustis  iiouse  at  tlie  foot  of  Cowdrey's  Hill.  i  fer  fatiier, 
Thomas  Emerson,  died  in  1S37,  aged  seventy-nine  years, 
and  her  nujther,  Ruth  Emerson,  died  in  1852,  aged  ninety- 
one  years.  Afrs.  Cox  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
and  she  survived  the  nine,  herself  living  luitil  Jan.  17, 
1889,  covering  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  one  years, 
three  months,  and  eleven  days.  In  her  childhood  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  an  education  were  \'ery  limited, 
especially  in  sparsely  settled  towns  and  districts.  So  late 
as  1812,  the  town  which  is  now  Wakefield  appropriated 
only  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  for  the 
support  of  all  its  schools,  and  probably  in  her  schooldays 
e\X'n  less  than  that  amount  was  expended  for  the  purpose 
of  education  ;  so  Mrs.  Cox  had  good  reason  for  saying, 
"  I    never    went    to  school 

much.  We  had  to  work  then."       r  „,  ,  . 

]!ut  embracing  such  oppor-  ^  , 
tunities  as  were  furnished, 
she  attended  school  in  the  '  , 
little  old  schoolhouse  located 
near  where  the  parsonage  of 
the  old  church  formerly- 
stood,  just  east  of  the  present 
location  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  She  also 
attended  school  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  now  Green- 
wood, and  completed  her 
education  in  the  small  school- 
house  which  stood  on  the 
Common  a  little  southerly 
from  the  site  of  the  former 
town  house. 

Mrs.  Cox  remained  with 
her  parents  until  her  mar- 
riage, increasing  the  pleas- 
ures and  attractions  of  home. 
Though  there  were  older 
children  in  the  family,  she 
took  delight  in  being  fore- 
most to  run  of  errands  and 
perform  any  pai  t  that  would 
add  to  her  usefulness.  She 
was  married  to  Benjamin  Cox,  Oct.  26, 
Reuben  Emerson,  at  the  house  of  her 
\\'oodville  district,  he  owning  what  is  now  the  town  farm. 
The  new  couple  commenced  housekeeping  in  the  old 
Swain  house  on  Vernon  Street,  and  afterwards  they 
removed  to  the  "  Stimpson  Place,"  at  the  head  of  Lake 
(^uaimapowitt.  Early  in  18 12,  they  removed  just  over 
the  town  line  into  Lynnfield,  where  they  happily  lived 
together  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Cox,  in  1873.  Mrs.  Cox 
continued  to  reside  there  until  1882,  when  she  returned 
to  Wakefield  and  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days  with 
her  daughter,  Afrs.  Hannah  E.  Newcomb.  Mrs.  Cox  had 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  as  follows  :  Clarissa  E.,  born 
August  8,  1806,  who  married  Reuben  Weston,  May  18, 
1826  ;  Susan,  born  August  27,  1S08,  who  married  Sumner 


Pratt,  Nov.  30,  1826  ;  lienjamin,  liorn  I  )ec.  12,  1810,  who 
married  Mary  A.  llcwes,  Jime  7,  1832  ;  Thomas  E.,  born 
July  28,  1813,  who  married  Lucy  Could,  ( )ct.  8,  i83(j; 
Hubbard,  born  Ncjv.  5,  1815,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1817  ; 
Hannah  K.,  born  April  5,  1818,  who  married  Irenus  W. 
Newcomb,  Nov.  29,  1838;  Harriet  O.,  born  March  12, 
182 1,  who  married  C.  Leonard  Rayrd,  Nov.  18,  1841  ; 
Caroline  L.,  born  June  3,  1S23,  and  died  May  5,  1828  ; 
Hubbard  E.,  born  Sept.  3,  1825,  who  married  Lydia  I'. 
Spokesfield,  May  6,  1847;  George,  born  April  i,  1S28, 
who  married  Harriet  V.  Wile\',  June  8,  1852  ;  Pamelia  (  )., 
born  Nov.  19,  1830,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1832.  At  this 
writing  six  of  these  are  living,  the  oldest,  Clarissa,  being 
eighty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Cox  participated  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  incorporation  of  South  Reading  as  a  se[)arate 
town  in  1812,  and  in  the  celebration  of  the  change  of  tiie 

name  of   Soutli    Rendint:  to 


^1 


MRS.'  CLARISSA  COX. 


1805,  by  Rev. 
father,  in  the 


Wakefield,  in  1868.  She 
could  tell  of  the  exciting 
events  of  two  wars  through 
which  she  passed,  tliat  with 
England,  in  1S12,  and  tlie 
war  of  the  Rebellinn,  in 
1861-5. 

She  was  a  \'ery  cheerful 
woman,  living  in  the  sunshine 
herself  and  cariying  sun- 
beams to  others.  She  was 
devoted  to  her  family,  but 
not  for  herself  and  friends 
al(jne  did  she  live,  but  for 
humanity.  Slie  said  the 
more  good  one  clitl,  the  hap- 
pier he  would  be. 

She  loved  to  do  good  be- 
cause it  was  right,  but  felt 
an  inward  consciousness  of 
receiving  a  reward  therefor. 
Hers  was  an  active  life,  per- 
forming labor  with  her  hands 
so  long  as  her  friends  would 
allow  her  to  do  it.  Nor  did 
close  application  to  labor 
impair  her  health. 

When  she  was  a  hundred 
not  been  sick  more  than  four 
weeks  in  all  her  life.  Her  health  seemed  to  be  preserved 
that  she  might  use  it  in  behalf  of  others.  She  visited 
the  sick  and  dying  and  ministered  to  their  comfort.  The 
cry  for  bread  to  feed  the  hungry  she  never  heard  in  \  ain. 

One  of  the  last  counsels  she  received  from  her  father 
was,  "  Daughter,  never  turn  a  hungry  man  from  }our 
door  "  ;  and  said  this  daughter  near  the  close  of  life,  "  f 
never  did."  She  lived  to  see  the  descendants  of  the  fifth 
generation.  Her  life  was  a  length  of  days  and  useful- 
ness. Less  than  nineteen  generations  of  the  length  of 
hers  would  carry  us  back  to  the  time  when  the  Angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  to  the  shepherds  of  Iiethlehem  and 
said  unto  them,  "  JSehold,  1  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people." 


years  old,  she  said  she  hac 
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cedar,  young  plants  of  wliich  arc  not  iM-owsed  by  cattle, 
so  that  considerable  sections  are  frequently  seen  covered 
almost  wlioUy  with  this  tree.  These  pastures  gradually 
grow  up  in  ljushes  :  barberry,  the  wild  rose,  bayberry, 
meadow-sweet,  and  hardback  spira-a,  half  high  and  high 


meadow  west  of  it 
wiiich  drains  into  I 
Norti)  Reading  is  ' 
water  nestled  amon^ 
broad 


extending  well  into  Reatling,  all  of 
le  valley  of  the  Saugus  l\.i\er.  fn 
Swan's  i'ond,"  a  rounded  bowl  of 
iiills  ;  and  "Martin's  I'ond,"  with  a 
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blueberry,  high  and  low  blackberry,  raspberry,  chokeberry, 
huckleberry,  thorn,  lanibkill,  staghorn,  smooth  and  dwarf 
sumach  and  hazel.  All  of  these  appear  sooner  or  later, 
and  with  them  the  white  birch,  which  ultimately  shades 
out  most  of  the  shrubs,  and  is  followed  by  the  oaks, 
maples,  and  hickories,  which  also  shade  out  the  birches 
and  red  cedars. 

The  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  the  three  towns  is 
either  level  meadow  land,  covered  with  water  for  a  part 
of  the  season,  or  gravelly  and  sandy  ridges, 
knolls,  and  plains.  The  meadows  frequently 
have  near  their  centers  a  pool  or  pond  of  water, 
the  source  of  a  crooked,  slow-running  stream, 
and  there  are  occasional  ditches  made  to  drain 
the  water  more  quickly  into  these.  The  meadows 
vary  in  extent  from  a  hundred  feet  or  less  in 
narrow  valleys,  to  a  mile  or  more  across,  and 
their  outline  suggests  their  origin,  as  explained 
by  Professor  Crosby.  They  are  as  great  lakes 
of  green  with  rivers  of  green  Howing  from 
them.  In  Reading  there  are  no  ponds,  but 
many  meadows.  "  Birch  Meadow  "  has  two 
outlets,  a  natural  one  Mowing  to  the  west 
through  a  valley  which  broadens  between  Lowell 
and  \\'est  Streets,  and  then  narrows  again  to 
the  Woburn  line  ;  the  other  near  the  first,  but 
Howing  in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  a 
ditch  to  supply  a  mill  privilege  on  Grove  Street, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Ipswich  River. 

In  the  northeasterly  part  of  the  town  is  "  Bare 
Meadow,"  which  is  drained  by  "  Bare  Brook  " 
into  the  Ipswich;  in  the  northwesterly  part  is  "Francis 
Bog,"  also  a  tributary  to  the  "  Hundred-acre  Meadows," 
which  follows  the  Ipswich  River  along  the  northern  part 
of  the  town. 

In  Wakelleld  is  "Lake  ()uannapowitt,"  with  the  great 


meadow    beyond   its    narrow    outlet,  extending 
along  "  Martin's    ISrook  "   into   the   Ipsw  ich 
valley,   with    its    beautiful   vistas   over  long 
stretches  of  green  between  groups  and  masses 
of    trees,   varying   greatly  in   their  outlines 
and   in  the  shades  of  green.    The  dillerenl 
meadow  lands  are  covered  with  a  rank  growlii 
of  herbs,  or  with  shruljs  and  trees,  and  the 
character  of  this  growth  depends  largely  upon 
the  amount  of  water  retained  in  the  soil.  It 
is  in   the    ponds,   meadows,   and    the  land 
adjacent  to  them,  that  the  most  varied  Mora 
is  found.    The  least  vaiiety  is  in  lh(;se  parts 
of  the  meadows  that  are   tlowed   to  supply 
water  for  mills  during  the  winter  and  early 
spring.    Surfaces  thus  submerged  are  covered 
mostly  with  coarse  sedges,  with  fringes  of  silky 
cornels,  and  willows  and  button-busli  along 
the  edges  of  ditches  and  streams.  Occasion- 
ally there  are  elevations  abo\'e  the  general  sur- 
face, on  which  good-si/ed  trees  become  established.  A 
yearly  crop  of   sedge    hay  is  cut  in  such  meadows. 
Meadows  that  are  always  wet  except  after  a  long  drought, 
but  never  deeply  submerged  for  a  long  period,  have  a 
much  more  varied  flora,  and  the  areas  mowed  for  grass 
are  less  extensive,  because  the  surface  is  more  inclined 
to  grow  up  to  bushes  and  trees.    Dense  thickets  of  trees 
and  bushes  crowd  into  the  edges,  and  from  the  islands  of 
these  meadows  independent  clumps  of  bushes,  starting 
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up  at  frecjuent  intervals  and  breaking  into  the  grassy 
areas,  fill  these  meadows  up  completely,  if  they  are  not 
kept  mown  yearl)'. 

Tlie  meadow  between  Reading  and  W'akefiekl  is  of  this 
character,  and  has  a  considerable  area  of  mown  land  ; 
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PK  l'ER  S'l'l  l.LINdS  R(^]!1':R  TS,  aUhou<^h  not  a  na- 
tive of  Massacluisctts,  may  justly  claim  such  dis- 
tinction by  virtue  of  residence  within  the  commonwealth, 
and  in  it  a  business  career  extending  over  a  period  of 
fortv  years  of  active  conniiercial  life.  He  was  born  in 
Lyman,  York  County,  Me.,  (Jet.  21,  1827,  his  parents  be- 
ing James  Wakefield  Roberts  and  Martha  (Hill)  Rob- 
erts, lake  most  boys,  Mr.  Roberts's  educational  training 
was  had  in  the  district  school,  then  the  only  institution  in 
this  coimtry  outside  of  the  colleges  for  acquiring  an  ed- 
ucation, but  wliich  laid  the  foundation  for  so  many  emi- 
nent lives  in  the  history  of  our  republic.  At  the  age 
of  about  twenty,  Mr.  Roberts  left  his  native  place,  and 
went  to  Charlestown,  Mass.,  where  he  began  his  business 
life  as  a  clerk  for  his  brothers,  J.  \V.  and  A.  Roberts, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  .several  years.  In  the  year 
1852  he  formed  a  copart- 
nership with  his  brother, 
James  W.  R<jberts,  in  the 
wholesale  pro\'ision  business, 
the  new  tirm  locating  on 
South  Market  Street.  The 
house  was  widel)'  known  in 
the  East,  and  the  firm  of 
J.  W.  Roberts  &  Co.  early 
established  a  name  among 
the  tratle  for  strict  probity 
and  the  most  honorable  and 
upright  dealing. 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  1887,  after 
thirty-five  years'  active  con- 
nection with  the  firm,  retired, 
erecting  a  lieautiful  residence 
on  Lakeside,  Wakefield, 
which,  while  it  may  be 
styled  a  mansion,  is  not  sug- 
gestive of  lavishness.  The 
grounds  are  finely  laid  out, 
an<l  ever)-thing  about  the 
premises  indicates  the  quiet 
tastes  and  substantial  char- 
acter of  its  owner.  'I'here  he 
now  resides,  after  a  long, 
active,  and  honorable  busi- 
ness life,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  and  the 
esteem  and  conlklence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  one 
of  eight  sons,  seven  of  whom  are  li\'ing,  and  all  of  whom 
ha\e  shown  remarkable  aptitude  for  connnercial  pursuits. 

While  Mr.  Roberts  was  always  deeply  absorbed  with 
his  own  private  alTairs,  he  yet  found  time  to  engage  in 
public  ones,  being  called  to  many  positions  of  triist  and 
emolument,  his  business  tact  and  executive  ability  being 
early  recognized  by  corporations,  societies,  and  citizens 
generally.  In  1870,  he  served  the  town  of  Charlestown  on 
the  board  of  aldermen,  in  which  body  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  accounts,  a  position  for  which  his 
business  qualifications  and  e.Kperience  peculiarly  fitted 
him,  and  which  proved  invaluable  in  the  transactions  of 
that  city's  affairs,  in  1877,  and  again  in  1878,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  from  the  Charlestown 


district,  and  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  t  ity  hospital,  posi- 
tions which  he  filled  with  eminent  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  t(j  the  best  interest  of  the  city  at  large. 
This  was  after  the  annexation  of  that  city  to  lioston. 
Prex'ioiis  to  this,  Mr.  R(jberls  ser\ed  as  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  water  board  for  two  years. 

Although  practically  out  of  the  harness,  he  finds  it 
impossible  to  entirely  free  himself  from  business  cares, 
and  exercises  a  lively  interest  in  ever\'tiiing  affecting  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  town  or  the  country  at  large.  He 
still  is,  and  has  been  for  man)-  \'ears,  a  trustee  of  the 
Charlestown  Ei\e  C'ents  Sa\ings  Jiank,  and  one  of  its 
vice-presidents,  as  well  as  a  diiector  of  the  Metropolitan 
National  liank  of  Boston,  holding  also  a  like  positiim  in 
the  Mutual  I'rotection  l^'ire  Insurance  Company.  It  might 
naturally  be  inferred  that  a  man  of  j\Ir.  Roberts's  strict 

application  to  business  affairs 
would  find  little  time  to  de- 
vote to  fraternal  matters, 
but  such  is  not  the  case. 
During  the  most  active  pe- 
riods of  his  life,  he  identified 
himself  with  various  ci\ic 
societies,  and,  as  before 
stated,  although  in  no  sense 
a  politician,  he  found  time 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
municipal  legislator,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  accepted  as  a 
duty  rather  than  from  a  de- 
sire to  gratif)'  personal  ambi- 
tion. Wliile  in  the  Hood-tide 
of  his  i^rix'ate  business,  he 
joined  tlie  Masonic  ortler, 
becoming  a  member  of  faith 
Lodge  and  Signet  Chapter 
A.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  now  a 
mend)er  of  Colden  Rule 
Lodge  of  Masons,  W.ike- 
field,  and  Hugh  l)e  Ravens 
Commander}',  of  Melrose. 

In  religion-^  matters,  Mr. 
Roberts  is  also  acti\e  and 
earnest,  although  liberal  and 
free  from  bigotry.  He  is  a  meirdjer  of  the  First  Rap- 
list  Church  of  Wakefield,  and  is  prominently  identified 
with  e\  er)'  measure  looking  to  the  advancement  of  church 
work  ill  that  denoiuinatioii. 

Mr.  Roberts  married,  in  1852,  Miss  Harriet  L.  Emer- 
son, daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  P.  (Howard)  Emerson, 
by  whom  he  has  liatl  three  daughters  and  one  son,  all 
of  whom  were  born  while  the  family  resided  in  Charles- 
town. Mrs.  Roberts  comes  of  a  family  prominent  in  the 
history  of  New  England,  and,  it  is  needless  to  say,  pos- 
sesses those  sterling  qualities  so  marked  in  her  ancestors. 
To  prove  the  theory  of  heredity,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
follow  down  the  ";enealou;ical  lines  of  some  New  England 
families,  and  a  good  example  of  this  is  furnished  in  the 
ancestr\-  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  male  portion  of  which  were 
all  thorough  business  men  for  generations  back. 
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"  l''ianci.s  Hog  "  lias  niosl  of  its  surface  covered 
with  bushes  and  trees  ;  "  Cedar  Swamp,"  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  three  towns,  is  mostly  covered 
with  trees  and  bushes.  In  the  tlrjcr  wooded 
parts  of  these  swamps  the  red  maple  predomi- 
nates, but  there  are  frecjuently  large  areas  covered 
with  the  white  birch,  which  often  comes  in  before 
the  maple  and  is  eventuall)-  driven  out  by  it. 
'J'here  are  also  to  be  found  in  lesser  quantities 
the  yellow  birch,  swamp  white  oak,  tupelo, 
American  elm,  white  and  red  ash,  white  pine, 
aspen,  poplar,  and  the  buttonwood.  'I'he  un- 
dergrowth in  these  woods  is  usually  made  up 
of  the  sweet  pepper,  black  alder,  silky  cornel, 
benzoin,  high  bush  bluel:)erry,  swamp  azalea, 
poison  ivy,  \'irginia  creeper,  catbriar,  foxgrape, 
poison  dogwood,  mountain  holl)',  and  alternate- 
leaved  dogwood. 

These  same  bushes  are  found  in  the  tiiickets 
at  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  in  the  open  meadow,  together  ately  deep  water,  while  in  the  shallow  water  near  the 
witli  the  connnon  elder,  rhotlora,  meadow-sweet,  and  hard-  shore  is  the  cat-tail-liag,  pickerel-weed,  Inir-reed,  w  ater- 
plantain,  arrow-head,  bulrush,  antl 
pipewort.  In  ".Martin's  I'tind  "  is 
the  water  lol)elia,  }-ellow-e}'ed  grass, 
and  a  number  of  rare  jilants. 

Land  between  the  liills  and  the 
meadows  is  either  nearly  llat,  with 
loamy  or  sand}'  soil,  or  is  made  up 
of  moumls  and  ridges  of  gra\-el 
covered  ihini)'  with  loam.  On  this 
is  a  mi.Kture  cjf  the  vegetal  ion  de- 
scribed on  the  high  and  low  lamls, 
excepting  that  man\'  phints  fountl  in 
\'er)'  wet  soil  do  not  appear.  The 
s.md)-  plains  are  often  covered  with 
pitch  |)ine,  w  hite  birch,  or  scrub  o.d<^ 
which  are  also  in  gr.u'elh'  .soil, 
together  witli  occasional  dwai  f  chest- 
nLit  oaks,  and  sometimes  the  asj^en 
poplars  in  considerable  numbers, 
in  this  intermediate  territoi)'  are 
hack  spira-a,  bayberry,  shadbush,  Andromeda  ligustrina,  the  best  growths  of  white  pine  and  the  linest  specimens 
liuckleberry,  sheep  laurel,  and,  very  rarely,  the  mountain  of  many  trees,  the  elm  jjarticularU',  which  is  a  ( omiiion 
laurel.  In  the  wettest  part  of  "  Cedar  Swamp  " 
are  thickets  of  white  cedar,  with  straight,  bare 
trunks  closely  crowded  together.     Tiiis  cedar  is 

also  in  the  meadow  west  cf  (jrove  Street,  and  '  , 

considerable  areas  of  open  meadow  are  here 
coming  np  to  yoimg  trees,  now  about  six  feet 
high.  In  other  parts  of  these  towns  this  tree  is 
not  common.  Groups  of  tamarack  are  occasion- 
ally found  in  the  coldest  and  wettest  parts  of  the 
swamps,  but  snch  spots  are  usually  bare  of  trees 
and  covered  witli  button-ball  or  leathej;-leaf,  sweet 
gale,  swamp  loosestrife,  red  osier  dogwood,  and 
rhodora. 

The  pond  and  river  Hora  of  our  region  is  an 
interesting  and  varied  one.  'i'he  sweet-scented 
water-lily,    spatter-dock,    water-shield,  lloating- 

,  ,  ,  RESIDENCE  OF  O.  W.  CUNMiilGHAM, 

heart,  and  pond  weeds  are  conniion  in  moder-  ,.       .         ,,  ,. 

'  '  I' rcinonl  Siveet,  Keadiiig. 
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GRACE  POOLE  WAKEFIELD  was  born  in  Read- 
ing, Mass.,  Jan.  4,  1809.    His  parents  were  Caleb 
and  Matilda  Poole  Wakefield.    His  father  was  a  citizen 
of  considerable  prominence  in  town  affairs,  as  was  also 
his  grandfather,  Timothy  Wakefield.      'I'iie  Wakefiekls 
were  of  Welsh  origin.    The  first  settler  of  the  name  in 
Reading  was  Thomas  Wakefield,  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Boston 
in  1727.    His  mother  was  first  cousin  of  Hon.  George 
Bancroft,  the  distinguished  historian  and  former  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  German  Empire.     His  maternal 
ancestor,  John  Poole,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  town.    He  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  north  and  east 
of  Lake  Quannapowitt,  embracing  portions  of  the  present 
towns  of  Reading,  Wakefield,  and  Lynnfield.    Near  the 
foot  of  this  beautiful  sheet  of  water  Dr.  Wakefield  was 
born.    As  a  lad  he  attended 
the    public    schools  of  his 
native  town,  but  he  fitted  for 
college  at  Bradford  Academy 
and    Pinkerton  Academy, 
Derry,  N.  H.    He  was  grad- 
uated from  Amherst  College 
in   1832,  and   subsequently  ■ 
taught  in  Reading,  Wakefield 
and  Methuen.    In  early  man- 
hood he  had  the  clear  convic- 
tion, personal  independence, 
and  moral  courage  to  be  a 
member  of  the  convention  at 
Philadelphia,    in  December, 
1833,  at  which  the  American 
Anti-Slavery    Society    was  ^; 
formed,  and  to  place  his  name 
to  that  "  Declaration  of  Sen- 
timents "  which  proved  to  be' 
the    keynote  of    the  whole 
long  contest  with  American 
slavery,    and    a  jsrophetic 
warning  and  promise  of  its 
downfall.    His  name  stands 
among  the  signers  next  to  that 
of  John  G.  Whittier.  In  har- 
mony with   that  early  and 

fearless  avowal  of  anti-slavery  faith,  he  later  took  position 
with  the  defenders  of  woman's  rights  and  was  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  advocates  of  woman  suffrage  at  the 
outset  of  that  movement.  He  received  his  medical  educa- 
tion at  Dartmouth  College,  where  he  took  his  degree  in 
1836.  He  entered  at  once  on  the  practise  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  from  that  time  till  his  death  he  was  almost  con- 
stantly in  positions  of  public  work,  responsibility  and 
honor.  From  1836  to  1844,  he  followed  his  profession 
with  assiduity  and  success  in  Oakham,  Worcester  Countv, 
Mass.,  where  he  held  the  offices  of  selectman  and  town 
clerk,  and  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1843.  Jn 
1844,  he  returned  to  Reading  and  served  this  town  as 
school  committee,  town  clerk,  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
for  several  years.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in 
18G2,  was  president  of  the  South  Reading  Insurance 
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Company,  and  also  president  of  the  South  Reading', 
Reading  ami  Stoneham  (jas  Company.  He  was  couiuil- 
lor  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  .Society,  i)resident  ol 
the  Middlesex  East  District  Medical  Society,  and  i:\-t>///i/<i 
vice-president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Socict)', 
before  which  he  delivered  the  annual  address  in  iSdy,  .ui 
honor  vouchsafed  only  once  in  the  life  of  any  indi\  itlual. 
In  1S64,  he  was  appointed  l)y  (Jovernor  Andrew  inspec- 
tor of  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury,  and  was  resi- 
dent physician  in  that  institution  from  i,S6()  to  iXfjS. 
He  was  appointed  l)y  (jo\'ernor  Ikillock  su[)erintcn(lent 
of  the  State  primary  school,  at  Monsun,  Mass.,  in  March, 
1868,  and  occupied  that  ]30sition  for  nine  }'e.us. 

Here  he  engaged  (|uite  extensively  in  farming,  antl  was 
elected  ])resident  of  the  East  Hampden  Agricultural 
Society,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  .\gricuUurc, 

from  1873  to  1SS2.  While 
at  .Monson,  he  was  president 
of  the  Palmer  Savings  Bank 
and  director  of  the  Palmer 
:  ]''irst  National  Bank.  The 

public  claim  on  Dr.  Wake- 
field was  founded  on  raie 
ability  to  serve  the  public, 
for  he  had  marked  elements 
of  character.  He  was  active 
and  energetic.  This  was  his 
nature.  He  was  a  man  of 
untiring  activity,  and  with  so 
much  of  positi\-e  and  progres- 
si\'e  energy  that  his  presence 
was  always  recognized,  flis 
mental  as  his  physical  frame 
work  showed  great  natural 
strength.  He  had  rare  wis- 
dom and  foresight  in  pi. in- 
ning work,  and  remarkable 
persistency  and  zeal  in  carry- 
ing out  any  project  which  he 
undertook.  This  positi\  eness 
of  character  by  which  he  lived 
up  to  his  convictions  was 
more  conducive  to  his  use- 
fulness than  to  his  popularity. 
His  plainness  of  speech  was  due  rather  to  clear  con\  ic- 
tions  than  to  adverse  feelings,  for  beneath  a  sometimes 
rough  exterior  he  carried  a  warm  and  generous  heart.  1  le 
ne\er  withheld  his  aid  from  any  social,  moral,  or  religious 
cause  affecting  the  common  welfare.  In  religious  senti- 
ment he  was  an  Orthodox  Congregationalist.  In  Aj^jril, 
1879,  he  purchased  the  noted  "  Stonewall  l-'arm  "  in 
Leicester,  ALiss.,  and  removed  thither,  where  he  remained 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  iVugust  23,  1883.  On  the 
first  day  of  March,  1838,  Dr.  Wakefield  was  married  b}- 
Re\'.  Aaron  Pickett,  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  Thaddeus 
Baker  and  Susan  I'arker  Pratt.  After  her  death,  he  was 
married,  Nov.  28,  1850,  by  Rev.  Lyman  Whiting,  to  Mary 
Brown  Christy,  of  Johnson,  Vt.,  wlio  survives  him.  He 
left  one  child,  Alice,  wife  of  Rev.  Rufus  Emerson,  and 
one  grandchild,  Mary  Alice  Emerson. 
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tree  in  fields  and  alon^  rcjadsides.  A  rare  siirulj,  the 
ground  hemlock,  is  in  this  territory,  for  it  has  been  found 
only  in  the  woods  north  of  l-'orest  Street  in  Readinj;'. 
The  cultivated  land  throughout  the  town  is  almost  uni- 
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formly  comprised  within  a  strip  averaging  about  a  thou- 
sand feet  in  width  on  either  side  of  the  traveled  roads, 
and  an\'  variation  ui  this  width  is  due  as  much  to  the 
energy  and  thrift  of  the  farmer  occupying  the  property  as 
to  the  character  of  the  soil,  for  the  rockiest  hillside  near 
the  road,  if  not  absolutely  a  ledge,  is  more  likely  to  be 
cleared  of  its  rocks  and  made  a  clean  field,  than  the 
fertile  meadow  at  a  distance  which  could  be  made  far 
more  valuable  with  a  less  expenditure  of  labor  and  a 
proper  system  of  drainage.  The  helds  are  mostly  grazed 
by  cattle  or  cut  for  hay.  There  are  few  large 
market  gartlens.  Kvery  farmer  grows  more  or  |" ' 
less  garden  vegetables,  but  the  land  covered  by 
such  crops  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  farm 
land  owned. 

In  the  neglected  and  .abandoned  cultivated 
land,  and  along  the  roadsides,  are  trees  and 
groups  of  trees  that  are  not  natives  of  the  region. 
The  black  locust  is  common,  the  clammy  locust 
is  rare,  the  ailantus  is  frequent  ;  these  are  usually 
in  the  vicinityof  habitations,  and  the  same  is  true 
of  the  lond:)ardy,  silver  leaf,  and  balsam  poplars. 
Seedlings  of  mountain  ash  are  occasional,  and 
pear  and  apple  trees  are  now  and  then  found  in 
helds  and  woods.  ( )f  shrubs  that  are  not  natives, 
the  sweet  l^riar  is  frequently  found  in  fields  and 
along  roadsides,  the  buckthorn  and  privet  are 
occasional,  the  English  hawthorn  is  rare,  the 
barberry  is  very  common  in  open  fields  and  along 
walls,  the  lilac  is  frequent  about  old  houses,  but 
seldom  far  from  house  sites,  ami  the  genista  is 
creeping  into  North  Reading  along  the  road  to  Middleton. 

Of  introduced  herbs,  the  dandelion,  the  fall  dandelion, 
the  tall  and  the  bulbous  crowfoot,  St.  John's-wort,  mullein, 
burdock,  and  chickory  are  noticeable  on  account  of  their 


show)-  llowers  nr  foliage.  The  sheplierd's  pur.se,  wild 
peppergrass,  chickweecl,  mouse-ear  chickweeil,  carjjet 
weed,  purslane,  rabljit's  foot,  red  and  white  clo\-er,  toad 
llax,  pigweed,  amaranth,  crab-grass,  and  barnxard  grass 
are  all  common  weeds  along  roail- 
sides  and  in  cultivated  land.  Ab<iut 
old  homesteatls  are  almost  al\\a)s  to 
be  found  the  celandine,  yellow  l  oeket, 
mallows,  spotted  medick,  and  cj'j^ress 
spurge,  'i'he  following  are  recently 
introduced  plants  wliich  ]5romise  to 
become  weeds:  C'(jnv(il\ ulus  ar\'ensis, 
I_)raba  verna,  Silene  noctilhjra, 
T.amium  aniple.xicaule,  ( )x\baphns 
nyctigineus,  I'olygonatum  cuspicla- 
timi,  Cassia  nicticans,  Ilieraciuin 
aurantiacum,  Ilinnulus  japonicus, 
Melikjtus  oflicinalis,  h'.chium  x'ulgare, 
.Vbutilon  avicenna:.  The  following 
ad\enti\'es  have  appeared  from  time 
to  time  in  the  Reading  Nurser\-. 
They  were  introduced  with  foreign 
plants,  or  are  cultix'ated  i^lants  with 
a  decided  tendency  to  spread  b)-  seed, 
•■■    ■  or  to  persist  for  a  long  time  from  the 

roots.  Bocconia  cordata,  Corydalis  aurea,  Hesperis 
matronalis,  Hypericum  asc)'ron,  Dianthus  tleltoidea, 
Silene  oc)'moitles,  Gypsophila  acutifolia,  Silene  (|uinc|u- 
evulnera.  Lychnis  githago,  Stellaria  holostea,  llibiscus 
tronium,  (}eranium  sanguineian,  (leranium  londesii, 
Boltonia  latisquama-,  (jalinsoga  jjarvillora,  ('entaurea  ali  o- 
purpurea,  Hedeoma  hispida,  lirunella  pyrenaieum,  Stachys 
betonica,  I^ithospermum  ar\-ense,  HydroiihyHuiu  appeu- 
diculatum,  lTydroph\-Iliini  canadense,  .Allimu  siellatiun, 
\  ricca   Idamentosa,  Kleusine   indica,  .S.iururus  ceriums, 
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Tussilago  farfara,  l  leliopsis  Uvvis,  jNIartynia  proboscoides. 
Verbena  officinalis,  C'ommelina  \irginica,  Tradescantia 
virginica,  A'erbena  officinalis. 

Many  native  plants,  like  the  bird's-foot  violet,  the  cardi- 


,1 


!  ,!••(, if,-  ijr;       i1    '-5  fHi 


•I'; 


Mini:- 


i>tu; 


 /■ 


ANN 


^^f'DOf r;3.;j^f^  -''    ^  AND  ITS 

i^{^p,05T0M  ,  ■  i^AILROAD&NNECTIONS 


I 


Compiled  by  CHESTER  W.  EATON,  1889. 


/ 


7 


OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  KFDDINCJ. 


213 


nal  llower,  fringed  tjichis,  fringed  j^uiuian,  and  lecli^e  ferns, 
arc  fast  disappearing^.  Tiie  ferns  are  torn  from  tiieir 
niclies  because  tlie)'  are  ])rett)',  and  cast  away  as  they 
wither.     I  am  sure  the  violet,  loi)elia,  and  "entian  are  not 
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much  dug,  but  the  flowers  are  picked  as  fast  as  they 
appear,  the  finest  and  strongest  always  first,  so  that  few 
seeds  can  develop  ;  and  as  they  cannot  spread  rapidly  by 
root,  they  give  up  the  struggle  for  life  and  disappear. 

Apparently  our  territory  has  a  flora  that  is  marked  in 
the  northern  sections  by  plants  that  are  characteristic  of 
the  boreal  zone,  and  in  its  southern  part  by  plants  of  tlie 
transition  zone,  as  outlined  by  Professor  Merriam  in 
his   "Geographical  Distribution  of   Life  in  North 
America." 

The  conditions  favorable  to  the  growth  of  the 
boreal  plants  are  probably  partly  due  to  the  great 
tracts  of  low,  wtt  land  in  this  upper  section.  It  is 
well  known  that  within  this  territory  are  earlier  and 
more  severe  frosts  and  a  lower  winter  temperature 
than  in  the  southern  section. 

Of  boreal  plants  appearing  in  the  northern  section 
and  not,  so  far  as  we  know,  in  the  southern,  are, 
Clintonia  borealis,  Habenaria  orbiculata,  Einn;va 
borealis,  Kalmia  latifolia,  Moneses  uniflora,  Taxus 
canadensis,  Betula  papyracea. 

The  roadsides  in  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  town 
are  usually  planted  with  trees,  among  which  the  sugar 
maple  predominates.  The  American  elm  is  next  in 
numbers  ;  the  silver,  scarlet,  and  honey  maples  are 
frequent,  and  there  are  occasionally  trees  of  other 
kinds. 


the  hereditary  foe  of  the  wild  denizens  of  tlie  wnods,  be 
they  bipeds  or  cjuadrupeds. 

The  early  writers,  in  their  acc(junts  of  the  animals  seen 
in  the  swamps  and  forests,  inland  from  the  coast,  speak 
of  the  lion,  the  bear,  the  moose, 
the  deer,  the  raccoon,  and  the 
porcupine.  The  "lion"  was  prob- 
ably the  catamount,  which,  within 
a  few  years,  has  l)een  seen  in  the 
mountain  forests  of  N'ermont ;  the 
others,  with  the  exception  of 
the  raccoon,  ha\'e  disappeared 
from  oiu'  own  woods,  but  are  still 
to  be  seen  among  the  wilds  of 
Maine. 

The  beaver  was  also  mentioned 
by  the  early  writers  ;  indeed,  the 
early  records  make  freciuent  men- 
tion of  beaver  skin  as  a  thing  of 
merchandise.  Jkit  this  busy  crea- 
ture no  longer  builds  his  home 
along  our  ponds  and  rivers. 

The  animals  which  seemed  to 
trouble  our  forefathers  the  most 
were  the  wolves  and  foxes.  The 
wolves   have  disai:)peared,  but  in 
those  days  they  were  numerous.    As  early  as  1630,  the 
Oeneral  Court  ordered  :  — 

"  That  every  Englisliman  that  killeth  a  wolf  in  any  part 
within  the  limits  of  this  patent,  shall  have  allowed  him 
one  shilling  for  every  beast  and  horse,  and  also  for  every 
weaned  swine  and  goat  in  any  ]3lantation  to  be  levied  by 
the  constables  of  the  said  plantations." 


FAUNA. 

The  animals  that  li\  e  in  our  woods  to-day  are  the 
same,  with  few  exceptions,  that  roamed  the  fields  and 
forests  in  the  days  of  the  early  settlers.    The  larger  and 
the  more  dangerous,  however,  have  been  driven  to  the 
north  and  east  or  have  become  extinct.    Civilization  is 
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In  1665,  the  town  appointed  a  herdsman  to  protect  the 
cattle  that  fed  upon  the  commons  from  the  wolves.  The 
foxes  were  then  fully  as  sly  as  now,  and  the  General 
Court  found  themselves  impelled  to  classify  them  with 
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HKNM<.V  (;.  KI  TTRKDCK  was  bom  in  Claicniont, 
N.  II.,  1844.  He  is  tiie  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Thonias  1!.  K ittiedge,  of  Keene,  N.  II.,  wlio  was  for  more 
tiian  thirty  years  a  prominent  physician  of  that  city  and 
a  member  of  tiie  well-known  family  of  Kittredges,  whose 
original  home  was  in  liillerica  and  Tewkesbury,  Mass. 
Other  men  of  jDrominence,  now  living,  connected  with  the 
family  are,  Hon.  Francis  VV.  Kittredge  and  C'has.  F. 
Kittredge,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  A.  K.  Kittredge,  of 
Chicago.  His  mother  was  Caroline  A.  Smith,  a  native  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  whose  family  has  long  been  prominent 
in  the  public  walks  of  life  in  Connecticut  and  elsewhere. 
His  school  education  was  completed  at  the  high  school, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  maintained  a  high  rank  as  a 
scliolar.  He  began  his  business  career  in  a  dry  goods 
commission  house  in  Hartford,  but  soon  left  that  occu- 
pation and  entered  that  of  ■  ■ 
manufacturing  woolen  fabrics  .-  '  ' 
in  which  he  was  more  or  less      '    .  ' "  . 

interested  for  a  number  of  ■ 
years,  and   gained   a  most 
thorough     a  n  d  practical 

knowledge  of  that  industry.  , 
At  one  time  he  was  superin-  /,»' 
tendent  of  a  manufacturing 
establishment  near  \\'orces- 
ter,  Mass.,  then  became 
agent  of  a  corporation  in 
Maine,  and  afterwards  was 
the  proprietor  of  two  woolen 
factories,  one  near  Worcester 
and  the  other  at  Fitchburg, 
Mass.  For  a  year  and  a 
half  (1874-75)  he  resided  in 
•Texas,  near  Houston,  upon 
a  large  plantation  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  and 
other  southern  products.  In 
1S75,  he  removed  to  Reatl- 
ing,  where  he  has  continued 
to  have  his  residence.  Rut 
he  has  constantly  been  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Boston, 
and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  occupied  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  cotton  and 
wool.  He  was  always  fond  of  literary  pursuits  and  finally 
entered  upon  journalistic  work.  In  18S3,  he  Ijegan  to 
make  a  specialty  of  the  subject  of  textiles,  upon  which  he 
lias  since  been  constantly  engaged.  In  this  particular 
line  of  literary  work  he  has  a  wide  reputation,  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad.  For  awhile  he  was  editor  of 
the  ^Inieriian  Joitnial  of  Fabrics^  then  the  ViO'sXovl  Journal 
of  Coi/ii/icrie,  and  is  now  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Majiiiftxctiirers'  Gazette,  published  in  lioston.  He  is  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Soeiedatl  itc  Juuiieiito  Fain  il, 
Santiago,  Chile,  a  semi-oflicial  organization  of  the  Chilean 
government.  He  is  also  connected  with  other  organiza- 
tions, literary  and  scientific.  He  has  prepared  and 
delivered  a  number  of  lectures  upon  subjects  relating  to 
textiles  and  textile  fabrics,  which  lia\-e  been  published 


both  in  this  counti)' ami  in  lunope.  He  lias;dso  lecturetl 
upon  topics  pertaining  to  the  textile  schedules  of  the  cus- 
toms tariff  law  before  classes  in  political  economy  in 
several  of  our  own  uni\ersities  anti  colleges.  He  was 
appointed  b)'  llie  National  Association  of  Wool  Manu- 
facturers a  member  of  a  committee  of  leading  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States,  to  represent  the  domestic 
wool  manufacturing  industry  at  the  World's  Coluniljian 
Exposition,  in  1893.  He  was  chosen  the  treasurer  of 
this  committee,  and  with  more  than  lifty  thousand  dollars 
to  be  used  and  distributed  in  the  interest  of  the  exhibitors, 
was  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  the  woolen  exhibit  at  the 
Exposition.  He  was  tendered  the  appointment  to  the 
position  of  one  of  the  judges  to  examine  and  report  for 
awards  the  textile  exhibits,  foreign  and  domestic,  at  the 
World's  ("olunibian  Exposition,  which  he  was  obliged  to 

decline.     In  the  year  1889, 
he  had  to  decline  a  similar 
I        position  offered  him  Ijy  the 
'       United  States  commissioners 

■  .  i       to    the    Paris  Exposition. 

'        While  encased  in  this  line  of 

■  .    :  ■  "  ■ .  work,   he   lias  gathered  the 

■  finest    and    most  complete 

library  textiles  which  can 
I  be  found  in  tliis  country,  lie 
is  frequently  called  upon  by 
custom  li  o  u  s  e  authoriiies 
and  importers  for  opinion 
upon  matters  pertaining  to 
tlie  tariff  o\\  textiles.  He 
has  alwa)'s  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  local  allairs. 
For  eight  years  he  ser\  ed  as 
a  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee, and  is  at  the  present 
time  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
public  librarN',  in  Ixitli  of 
which  positions  his  ser\-ices 
ha\e  been  valuable.  He  is  al- 
so connected  with  the  Read- 
ing Natural  History  Society 
as  an  honorary  member,  and 
takes  an  interest  in  all  asso- 
ciations that  have  for  their  object  the  scientilic  impro\'e- 
ment  of  their  members.  He  has  always  been  counted 
upon  as  an  adxocate  of  public  improvements,  such  as 
the  introduction  of  water  by  an  aqueduct  system,  and 
the  lighting  of  the  town  by  electricity.  His  handsome 
residence,  at  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  King  Streets, 
was  the  first  in  town  to  be  supplied  with  the  necessary 
wires  to  take  the  electric  current  for  lighting.  In  1870, 
five  years  before  he  came  to  Reading,  he  married  Martha 
S.  Hodges,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  L.  Hodges, 
who  was  at  one  time  extensively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolens,  near  Worcester,  Mass.  She  died  in 
18S1.  Their  children  were  Alice,  who  died  Jan.  26, 
1891  ;  Isabel,  who  died  in  infancy  :  Thomas  Bond,  Louise, 
and  Martha  Hodges.  In  1883,  he  married  Helen  I-itch- 
I'leld  of  Woburn,  Afass. 
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their  more  savage  nei"hl)ors  as  demanding: 
legislative  attention.  In  1630,  the  court 
ordered : — 

"  That  there  shall  be  five  shillings  for  every 
wolf,  and  one  shilling  for  every  fox  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  to  him  that  kills  the  same." 

Fo.xes  are  still  comparatively  plenty  in  the 
northern  and  western  portions  of  the  old 
town  (  North  Reading  and  Reading),  and  now 
and  tiien  their  appetite  for  the  featliery  bipeds 
of  the  farm  tempts  them  to  risk  tiieir  lives 
within  the  confines  of  the  villages  themselves. 
The  fox  in  our  woods  is  the  common  red  fox. 
.V  Samson  fox,  however,  was  seen  by  Mr. 
Hubbard  Cox  some  twenty  years  ago  in  the 
woods  on  the  western  border  of  the  west 
parish,  and  the  silver-gray  fox  is  now  and 
then  seen.  'J'he  gray  rabbit  is  still  found  in 
the  woods  to  the  north  and  west,  but  the 
white  rabbit,  formerly  plenty,  is  rarely  seen.  Squirrels  — 
gray,  red,  chipmunk,  flying — abound  in  all  our  woods. 


RESIDENCE  OF  ABEL  E.  PRESCOTT, 
Hii;li  StrL'et,  Ro.ulini;. 


1  lermit 
( ioldt'ii 
Scarlet 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  F.  WADSWORTH, 
W.^rren  Avenue,  corner  Minot  Street,  Reading. 


Tlutish   f. 

Koljin   C. 

lanager   I\. 

Ivedstart   I  '. 

r.oboliiik   f. 

Khicl.ird  

I!lai,k  <iiul  White  ( ' iL-L-|)ur,  ( '. 
l\ul)y-thn)atL'il    I  1  umiiiiiit; 

llird   K. 

( 'loldcii-wiiigL-tl  Woodpecker,  ( ', 

Red  headeil  Woodpecker  .  K. 

(.'row  

llay-lireasted  Warliler  .    .  R. 

llkick  and  \  ello\v  Warbler,  ( 

C.oUlllnch   R. 

\'eHow  Warbler   ....  k. 

Re(kwiiigetl  l')lack])iril  .  1'. 

.Small  Mycalclier      ...  R. 

llutcher-bird   R. 

I  louse  Wieii   R. 

King-bird    .     .    .    .         .  1'". 

liUie  Jay   Iv 

Cow -bird   R. 

Cuckoo   R. 

KiiiLilisher   R. 


Field  .Sparrow  . 
Chipping  .Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow  . 
Tree  .Sparrow 
laiglish  Sparrow 
Wood  I'eewee  . 
<  'oillllion  I'eewee 
(.'heuiidx  . 
.Sandpiper 
llarn  Swtdlow 
\      e  .Swallow  . 
.Martin  .Swallow 
Rank  Swallow  . 
Red  I  .innet 
(  hiinney  Sw  .tilow 
Chi(.k,ulee 
\'ireo  .... 
Me.idow  Wren  . 
llUie  Crtuie  . 
Snijje 

Woodcock     .  . 
-Metidow  kark 
Crossbdl  ,     .  . 
.Snowbird 
(.)iiail  .... 


The  woodchucks  continue  to  burrow  their  homes  in  the  Ikn-hawk  . 
hillsides  and  pastures  of  the  farmers,  and  that  malodorous  Pigeon-hawk 
animal,  which  can  be  detected  from  afar,  makes  its 
home  all  too  near  the  \illage  habitations  in  the 
early  spring  and  late  autumn  months.  Weasels 
are  found  in  our  woods  near  hal)itations,  but  are 
not  plenty  ;  the  mole  stilt  burrows  in  the  meadows 
and  hay  fields,  and  the  muskrat  and  mink  are 
found  in  reduced  numbers  by  the  ponds  and  rivers. 
Now  and  then  an  otter  may  be  traced  on  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Ipswich,  having  journeyed  probably 
from  the  Shawsheen  River,  three  or  four  miles 
away. 

Following  are  names  of  the  different  species  of 
birds  found  in  this  locality  :  — 

Xt)TH. —  C,  common  ;  K.,  frequent;  K.,  rare. 

Kobin  Kose-breasted  Ciio.sbeak,  R. 

Rrown  'riirtish      .        .    C.     Indigo  llird   R. 

( lolden-crowned  'i'hriish,   I'".    \Vhippoor\vill    .    .    .    .  R. 

C.'athird   (',    Swamp  Sparrow     .    .    .  C. 

iSkickbirtI  1'".    ( Irouiid  .Sparrow    .    .    .  1"'. 


R.     1 'art  ridge 
R,  Tartle-doxe 


RESIDENCE  OF  CAPT.  E.  A.  CHANDLER, 
Liiulen  Street,  Readiny. 


rwo  iiiiNDKi'-.i)  AND  I'M i"ri I'Vni  .\n\'i\'I':ks.\k\- 


,S|);n  rciw  haw  k 
XiglU-liawk 
SciL-ecli-ow  1 


NiithaUli   1< 

Cat-owl  1-^ 

licnied  Owl  K 


Some  birds  whicli  in  former  \ears  were  very  numerous 
are  now  nearly  or  (juite  extinct. 


RESIDENCE  OF  THE  LATE  JOSEPH  L.  PRATT, 
Haven,  cunicr  Linden  Street,  Reading. 

Many  years  a^o  sportsmen  derived  quite  an  income 
from  tlie  sale  of  wild  pi^^eon,  which  were  shot  in  large 
numbers  in  this  region.  They  were  also  netted  after 
being  baited  with  acorns  thrown  on  the  ground,  and  then 
were  used  as  targets  for  amateur  sportsmen.  One  old 
man  used  to  tell  how,  when  he  had  netted  the  birds,  he 
killed  them  by  crushing  in  the  back  of  tlieir  heads  with 
his  tiiuml).  Immense  numbers  were  thus  destroyed,  and 
this  slaughter,  coupled  with  the  diminished  grain  fields,  is 
the  reason  probably  why  none  are  to  be  foimd  here  to-da\-. 

Wild  turkeys  were  to  be  found  in  Hocks,  and  following 
up  the  Ipswich  River  one  might  startle  up  coveys  of 
canvas-back  duck  ;  black-duck  and  wood-duck  were  also 
common,  the  last  building  their  nests  in  trees. 

Red-winged  blackbirds  were  formerly  very  common, 
but  of  late  years  have  been  shot  in  large  numbers.  Par- 
tridges also  have  decreased.  A  few  years  ago,  when 
walking  through  the  woods,  one  would  frecjuently  start 
up  a  partridge  and  chickens  ;  now  they  are  seldom  seen. 

The  ciuail,  like  the  partridge,  is  rarely  found,  and  some 
of  the  birds  have  been  brought  from  the  South  to  stock 
certain  woods  in  this  region. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  this  lamentable  decrease 
of  the  birds  both  in  our  town  and  throughout  New  Kng- 
land.  'I'hey  have  many  natural  enemies.  'I'he  owl  is  a 
perfect  ogre  to  the  smaller  birds ;  he  eats  the  eggs  and 
young  birds,  and  even  carries  off  the  okf  birds  from  their 
perches  at  night.  Catbirds  and  blue  jays  rob  the  nests 
of  other  birds,  and  the  jays  eat  the  young  birds.  Squir- 
rels are  nest  robbers,  and  lield-mice  carry  off  many  of 
the  smaller  birds. 

These  alone  would  keep  the  niunljer  of  our  field,  or- 


chard, and  garden  birds  from  spreading  too  rapidly,  but 
there  are  other  causes. 

One  of  the  most  common  ways  in  which  vast  numbers 
of  birds  are  and  have  been  destroyed,  is  the  foolksh  habit 
jjractised  by  young  men  and  boys  of  shooting  them  for 
the  amusement  it  affords,  or  the  fun  of  it. 
■1  It  is  not  many  years  since  parlies  would 

start  out  in  two  separate  companies  and  see 
which  side  would  shoot  and  bring  home  the 
most  game.  A  robin,  perhaps,  would  count 
one,  a  blackbird  two,  quail  six,  partridge 
"         ten,  hawk  fifteen,  and  so  on. 

A  few  years  ago  it  was  the  common 
custom  among  boys  to  look  forward  to  one 
.  of  the  holidays  as  a  day  for  shooting  birds. 
Iveptiles  are  not  numerous  and  are  of  a 
harmless  kind.  Now  and  then  the  adder, 
brown  and  speckled,  the  green  and  striped 
snake,  are  seen  near  our  dwellings  or  by 
the  walls  along  the  roadsides.  The  black 
snake,  which  half  a  century  or  more  ago 
inhabited  the  ledges  in  the  woods  and 
swampy  places,  is  fast  disappearing  and 
its  life  is  to-day  of  shorter  duration  than 
formerly,  as  the  inferior  size  of  the  snake  . 
when  seen  \'ery  clearl)-  shows. 

In  the  rivers  and  meadow  brooks  are 
still  found  the  water  snake  and  lizard.  The 
mention  of  a  rattlesnake  rock  in  the  Nortli  Precinct,  on 
another  page,  would  seem  to  justify  the  inference  that  in 
the  earlier  times  this  deadly  reptile  lived  among  tiie 
ledges  on  our  northein  frontier. 

Fish.  —  'inhere  are  four  ponds  and  two  ri\ers  in  what 
was  the  original  territory  of  Reading.  Two  of  the 
ponds.  Lake  Quannapowitt,  or  the  Pong  Pond,  so  called 
by  the  early  settlers,  and  (Crystal  Lake,  are  in  the  South 
Parish  ;  the  other  two,  Martin's  and  .Swan  Ponds,  being 
in  the  North  Precinct.  The  two  rivers  are  the  Saugus 
and  the  Ipswich,  the  first  having  its  source  in  Lake 
Quannapowitt,  and  the  other  being  fed  at  the  beginning 
by  two  tributaries  —  one  coming  from  Martin's  Pond,  and 
the  other  from  the  Wilmington  Meadows. 

In  all  these  waters  are  found  the  pickerel,  red  perch 
(on  gravelly  beds),  bream,  shiner,  eel,  and  hornpout  (on 
muddy  bottoms),  and  the  sucker  [cataitdiiridn')^  ri\'er, 
and  hog-back.  The  lamj^rey  eel  comes  up  the  ri\'ers  in  the 
spawning  season.  The  cluil)  is  found  in  the  rivers,  but  not 
in  Martin's  Pond  or  the  Wakeheld  ponds.  White  perch, 
or  carp,  may  be  caught  in  Lake  (Quannapowitt.  Trout  were 
once  caught  in  a  brook  which  empties  into  Richardson's 
i'ond  in  the  west  of  Reading,  in  Pare  Meadow  lirook,  and 
in  the  Ipswich  River,  into  which  it  empties.  Alewives  for- 
merly came  up  both  the  Ipswich  and  the  Saugus  Rivers  in 
the  spawning  season;  but,  owing  to  the  dams  along  the 
former  ri\'er's  course,  the)'  are  to  l)e  caught  now  onl)-  in 
the  latter  river  and  the  pond  out  of  which  it  rises. 

The  larger  lake  ((Quannapowitt)  in  Wakefield  has  been 
stocked  with  black  bass  and  the  German  carp  ;  the  latter  a 
large  fish,  feeding  on  vegetation,  but  not  easily  caught. 
Crystal  Lake  has  aLso  been  well  stocked. 


(  I 


I  ■  ■ ' } 


?N  March  19,  1627-28,  prominent  English 
Puritans  l^ought  from  the  I'lymouth  Com- 
pany that  part  of  "  New  England  in 
America  whicli  hiy  between  tlie  Merri- 
mac  and  the  Charles  Rivers,  and  all  lands 
lying  three  miles  north  of  the  one  and  the  same  distance 
south  of  the  other,  and  also  all  "  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever  lyeing  within  the  lymytts  aforesaid  .  .  .  and 
within  all  the  bredth  aforesaid  .  .  .  from  the  Atlantick 
and  westerne  sea  and  ocean  on  the  east  part  to  the  south 
sea  on  the  west  part." 

The  new  company  organized  under  the  name  of  the 
Company  of  Massachusetts  ISay.  A  charter  was  granted 
them  March  4,  162S  29.  Before  the  charter,  however, 
had  "  passed  the  seals,"  the  company,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves,  sent  over  John  Endicott  to  take 
charge  of  their  first  settlement,  which  was  begun  at  Salem 
in  162S.  A  year  later  the  board  of  government,  techni- 
cally theC.eneral  Court,  alarmed,  ])robably,  at  the  conduct 
of  their  king,  secretly  determined  to  take  their  charter  to 
the  shores  of  Massachusetts  ]>ay.  'J'hose  members  of 
the  court  who  did  not  wish  to  come  vacated  their  offices, 
and  men  who  were  willing  to  undertake  the  journey  and 
to  make  their  home  in  the  new  territory  were  elected  to 
their  places.  John  W'inthrop  was  elected  governor,  Oct. 
30,  1629  —  jNIathew  Cradock,  a  wealthy  merchant  who 
iiad  served  the  company  in  that  capacity  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  who  had  adviseil  the  action,  deciding  to  remain 
behind.  In  April,  1630,  Governor  W'inthrop,  with  eleven 
ships,  having  on  board  nearly  a  thousand  emigrants,  be- 
sides horses  and  cattle,  set  sail  from  Cowes,  carrying  the 
charter  witli  him.  He  went  lirst  to  Salem,  then  to 
Charlestown,  and  finally  to  IJoston,  which  became  tiie 
legislative  seat  of  the  colony. 

Erom  1630  to  1640,  emigration  set  this  way  in  greatly 
increasing  numbers,  so  that,  at  the  ertd  of  the  decade,  the 
few  seaboard  settlements  found  themselves  not  only  pros- 
perous but  crowded.  While  the  General  Court  kept  the 
reins  of  authority  in  its  own  hands,  it  very  wisely  estab- 
lished a  representati\'e  form  of  go\'ernment,  and  ga\'e  to 
the  settlers  more  and  more  freedom  in  the  conduct  of 


local  alTairs  as  the  )-ears  went  on.  'i'hus  the  towns  — 
their  functions  as  we  know  liiem  t(j-da\'  —  came  into 
being.  As  the)'  liecanic  crowded,  nuire  territory  to  tiie 
north  and  west  was  gi\'en  them.  in  i'')39,  the  court 
granted  to  Lynn  a  tract  of  land  "four  milcN  stpiare  at  the 
head  of  their  bounds."  'i'he  northern  boundary  of  tiiis 
grant  was  the  Ipswich  River.  In  1644,  this  tract  of  land 
was  severed  from  Lynn,  and  Keadiug  began  its  coi[)orate 
existence.  in  165  1,  a  tract  of  kind  of  "about  two  miles 
content,  lying  between  Mr.  liellingham's  farm  (.\ndover) 
and  the  great  ri\  er "( Ipswich  1  was  granted  to  the  town 
of  Reading  by  the  General  Coui  t. 

In  the  di\'ision  of  lands,  tlie  original  proprietc^rs  of 
the  soil  and  those  who  had  in\'ested  in  the  enterprise 
were  first  considereel  ;  then  /'('//,/  fide  settlers,  and  the 
skilletl  artisans  and  men  of  learning  who  liad  come  o\'er 
by  invitation  of  the  company.  W'itii  the  crystali/ation 
of  the  settlements  into  towns,  the  aulhoiit}'  to  appcjilion 
the  kuuls  not  already  allotted  was  given  to  the  towns 
themselves.  There  were  di\isious  of  lands  bj'  the  town 
in  1647.  The  \'ote  as  recorded  in  the  recortls  is  as 
follows  :  —  ' 

Tluil  tliLT  shall  l)cc  a  gcnrall  dcxUion  uf  land  and  nu-aduw, 
acLdidiiiL;  to  parsons  and  L.Utcll  ;  foi'  L'\ari  parscjn  lo\\  akuis,  .nul 
to  c\ari  huslc  one  akcr;  ami  In:  wliost-  ustate  will  not  .mionnl  to 
tuniie  akcis,  shall  lunaj  tL-nne  akiT^.  and  no  man  to  cx^cdc  twi  iiti 
akurs,  and  so  for  nicdow,  lie,  uho--c  estate  will  not  anxumt  to  h\c 
akcrs,  shall  ha\  c  In  u  .d<crs,  and  so  L-\  i_  ry  man  atcording  to  parsons 
•  nul  estate,  —  two  akur^  for  a  parson  and  one  for  a  he.iste. 

[n  1658  and  1659,  the  "two  mile  grant"  (North  Pre- 
cinct) was  divided.  In  1666,  the  (jreat  Swamp  and  "all 
other  swamps  that  are  welt  and  litt  to  make  meadow  " 
were  divided,  "quantity  and  quality  considered,  to  e\ery 
man  according  to  each  man's  proportion."  In  1692, 
common  lands  "on  the  easterly  and  westerly  sides"  of 
the  town  were  divided  among  the  male  citizens.  Besides 
these  general  divisions  of  the  soil,  land  was  given  to 
indivichials  for  x-arious  reasons.  Jtjiiathan  l-'.aton,  for  in- 
stance, was  given  land,  in  1677,  provided  he  wotild  con- 
tinue to  live  in  town  and  "  follow  the  trade  of  shoemaker"; 
and  in  1685,  the  town  ga\'e  to  "  those  ix'rsons  thai  inhabit 
on  the  north  siile  of  Ipswich  Ri\'er,  'the  town's  land  in 
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Sadler's  Neck,  so  ciallcd,'  and  lhat  piece  of  common  land 
that  lyeth  at  the  upper  end  of  Mr.  IJellingham's  farme 
and  belongs  to  the  towne."  Land  was  also  donated  to 
ihe  parishes  for  "  ministerial  use."  The  lands  which  re- 
mained longest  undivided  were  the  swamps  and  the  jjas- 
tures  that  could  be  fenced  only  at  considerable  expense. 


SOUTH  PARISH.  - 

ThI':  "open  spaces"  in  Wakefield  in  modern  times  do 
not  dilTer  essentially  from  those  of  early  colonial  days. 
About  tile  }'ear  1647,  when  the  fust  t;eneral  (.li\'isi{)n  of 
land  was  made  among  the  settlers,  when  acreage  was 
assigned  in  what  is  now  W'akelield,  common  land  was 
left  out,  extending  irom  a  point  near  the  present  post- 
oftice  building,  at  the  corner  of  Albion  and  Main  Streets, 
to  and  along  both  sides  of  Lake  (  Uianna|)owitt.  It  was 
early  called  the  "Common,"  for,  in  1656,  it  was  decreed 
"  that  no  man  shall  turn  any 
cattell  upon  the  Common 
from  tile  middle  of  March 
till  herding  time." 

There  were  various  other 
open  lands  called  "  common 
lands  "  in  different  sections 
of  the  old  town,  and,  for  the 
first  century  after  settlement, 
it  was  not  an  imusual  event 
to  have  divisions,  or  sales, 
to  individuals,  of  the  whole 
or  parts  of  these  "  common 
lands."  As  late  as  1692, 
there  was  a  general  division 
of  lands  on  the  westerly  and 
easterly  sides  of  the  parish. 

The  modern  ideas  of  a 
"  ComnKjn  "  were  early 
evinced  by  the  old  settlers, 
for  we  find  that,  in  1694,  it 
was  voted  that  certain  trees 
on  the  "  Common,"  marked 
with  the  letter  "R,"  should 
be   left   for  shade.  About 

this  time,  settlers  in  Lynnlield,  who  attended  church  and 
public  meetings  in  Reading,  were  given  permission  to 
make  sheds  for  their  horses.  "  Redding  "  inhabitants 
were  accorded  the  same  privilege.  In  the  year  17  13,  four 
acres  of  the  Common,  from  the  meeting-house  to  the 
lake  ((^uannapowitt),  were  fenced  and  reserved  for  the 
ministry.  In  1725,  the  town,  with  great  wisdom,  voted 
•'  that  no  geese  shall  go  on  the  Common,  but  that  swine 
may." 

A  special  committee  was  chosen  in  1737,  to  layout 
necessary  ways  and  watering  places  through  the  Com- 
mon.   This  committee  reported  :  — 

'I'liat  all  the  Common  hutween  ('apt.  Thomas  \ichols'  (late  \oali 
Smith's)  and  Wid.  I'attiscjn's  (late  Col.  James  Ilartshorn's)  and 
Deat-on  l''iti  h's  j^ate  (westerly  end  of  Salem  Street),  lay  as  it  is,  e.\- 
i  eptinn  the  land  th.it  lays  upon  the  easterly  side  of  the  road 
that    leads    from     tlie    corner  of    (.'apt.    .Niehols's    stone  wall, 


within  si\  leet  iif  the  i..irt  p.ilh,  until  it  (  onn-s  to  a  white  o,d^, 
standin;.^   near  I'dnle's  dr.iw  li.irs,   hilww    his  hmise,  .md  so 

the  line  tmns  oil  up  t(j  said  l).irs;yel,  ne\ erl  hele^s,  a  way  is  reseiAeil 
fin  i'honias  Wesson  (nuw  Mis.  lauind.i  .Spauldin^)  and  l>(ac(ni 
(iil)son  (  Lite  Jaiulj  ICatnu's),  up  to  iheir  linuses,  whii  iish.dl  lie  left 
upon  the  eausew.iy,  and  said  way  shall  be  ihiee  vnd-^  wide  .tt  ihe 
easterly  end,  and  ihree  rods  ,nid  a  h.ilf  at  the  westerly  end.  (lien- 
jamin  I'oole,  l-;s(|.,  lived  where  I.eonaid  Wiley  Icninerly  li\i  (l.) 

Various  watering  places  were  likewise  established,  one 
being  at  tlie  old  pond,  which,  until  lecent  years,  was  in 
front  of  the  present  residence  of  deorge  L.  'i'yier  on 
I'rospect  Street.  This  open  s|)ace  later,  by  vote  of  the 
tcjwii,  rex'erted  to  j^rixate  ownership.  Later  llie  same 
)'ear.  the  town  voted  to  acce|)t  the  return  of  the  eomiiiit- 
tee  a[)poiiitetl  to  view  the  perpetual  (Common. 

In  1741,  the  town  passed  the  following  \'ote  in  refer- 
ence to  the  c(jmmoii  kinds,  which  has  become  a  \ery 
important  one,  having  Ijeen  ailjudged  by  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  lixing,  defining,  and  consecrating  com- 
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nion  lands.  It  was  reported  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  Kbenezer  Tarker,  Kendall  Parker,  l-^scp.  Captain  Jian- 
croft,  \\m.  Hryant,  Escj.,  Thomas  Weston,  Peter  Emerson, 
and  Ebenezer  Nichols  :  — 

/  "(Viv/,  "that  all  the  Lommon  lands,  from  (Japt.  Thomas  Nichols's 
(late  Xoah  Smith's)  to  the  Ci  eat  I'ond  (now  (^uamiapow  itt  Lake), 
and  so  up  the  siile  of  the  pond,  as  far  as  Timothy.  Nichols's  little 
orchard  (where  J.  (i.  .Miorn's  shoe  factory  formerly  .stood),  by  the 
pond,  and  that  are  now  nnfenced;  also  all  the  land  (^n  tlie  west  sitle 
of  the  meeting-house,  that  is  between  thai  anil  ilodgman's  Inook 
(the  brook  near  Church  .Street  railroad  crossing),  and  so  from  said 
brook  up  the  great  hill,  as  far  as  the  southwest  corner  of  Deacon 
Coodw  ill's  land  ( I  )eacon  Coodw  in  ow  ned  w  here  lames  luistis  now 
owns),  by  the  road  ;  also  by  the  foot  of  the  liill,  by  Deacon  (iood- 
win's,  running  round  the  hill,  as  far  as  Kend.ill  liryaiU's  barn  (Ken- 
dall liryant  li\ed  a  short  distance  \\est  of  Josejih  1 1.utshorii's), 
shall  continue  to  lie  nnfemed  as  they  are,  e.\(epting  a  few  poles 
against  Dr.  Hay's  hnul  (kite  Ceo.  \V.  I  lai  Ishm  n's),  not  e.\ceeding 
twenty,  tuv  the  use  of  the  old  parish  f(;r  highways,  a  tr.dniiig-liehl, 
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■I'll  I',   TWO  IILINl)Kl<:i)  AND  i' I  I  "I' 1 1'/I'l  1  A  N  N  I  \' I-IK  S.\  m' 


AN^'  good  men  and  woiiilmi  in  early  life  ha\'e  iti 
limes  past  gone  forth  from  South  keading  and 
Wakefield  to  fnid  new  homes  in  distant  cities,  towns,  and 
villages  of  the  hroad  world,  and  though  they  very  seldom 
revisit  the  scenes  of  their  \'f)uth,  they  still  remember  with 
al'fection  the  hills  and  lakes,  the  gro\'es  and  vales,  the 
peo|)le  and  institutions  of  their  native  town.  Some  of 
these  old  friends  who  have  been  prospered  in  worldb' 
[possessions,  have  put  on  record  positive  evidence  of  their 
kindly  remembrance  of  the  place  of  their  origin  and 
nurture.  Among  the  wandering  natives  of  the  Old  Parish 
was  Cornelius  Sweetser,  the  founder  of  the  "  Sweetser 
Lecture  Fund  "  in  Wakefield.  Mr.  Sweetser  was  born  in 
what  is  now  Wakefield,  April  6,  i8o8,  and  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Cornelius  and  I'hebe  ( isatonj  Sweetser  and  allied 
by  blood  with  many  of  the  old  families  of  ancient  Read- 
ing. His  early  education 
was  limited  by  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  district  school, 
but  lieing  endowed  with 
strong  natural  powers,  he 
there  laid  the  foimclation  of 
a  broad  intelligence  ami 
knowledge  o  f  men  a  n  d 
things,  which,  cond^ined  with 
persistent  industry  and  busi- 
ness sagacity,  carried  him 
forward  to  ultuiiate  and  con- 
spicuous success.  When  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  he 
"bought  his  time,"  before 
attaining  his  majority,  of  his 
father,  paying  therefor  one 
dollar  a  week  and  his  board. 
In  this  way,  by  economy  and 
hard  work  he  obtained  a  small 
start  in  the  busy  world,  and 
in  December,  1S28,  had  the 
courage  to  go  into  the  shoe 
business  in  Hoston  and  a 
little  later  was  located  in 
East  Cambridge.  On  Jan. 
5,  1832,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy   W.    Richardson,  of 

liillerica,  Mass.  Following  this  important  step  in  life  he 
was  in  trad  e  in  I,owell,  South  Reading,  and  Ihllerica, 
respectivel)'.  In  the  last  named  town  he  remained  ele\'en 
jears,  carr^'ing  on  farming  in  connection  with  shoe  manu- 
facturing. In  1846,  he  removed  to  Saco,  Me.,  where  he 
resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  Saco  he  continued 
the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  with  a  retail  store,  a 
portion  of  the  time  in  company  with  Mr.  F>lias  IJoardman. 
F'rom  1868  to  1880,  he  was  in  partnership  in  manufactur- 
ing with  his  nephew,  Mr.  John  E.  Sweetser.  Mr.  Sweetser 
had  become  wealthy  and  one  of  the  prominent  and 
honored  citizens  of  Saco.  He  was  a  republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  as  such  in  i860,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
legislature  and  reelected  the  following  year.  He  was  a 
selectm.\n  live  \ears,  and  asses.sor  eight  years,  and  later 
was  an  alderman  of  the  city  and  a  county  commissioner. 


and  in  all  these  positions  was  distinguislied  loi'  his  wisikiUi 
and  faithfulness.  lie  had  a  deep  and  eariust  inkiest  in 
the  municip.d  aliairs  of  his  adopled  cil}'.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  N'ork  Institute,  fo|-  many  years  a  diieelor 
of  the  \'ork  National  ISank,  anil  in  i^^^^)  was  chosen 
|)resident  of  the  Mutual  I'ire  1  nsiirance  Compan\' ol  Sacn. 
He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  llaijtist  t  luirch  and  a 
generous  contributor  to  l)ene\'olent,  religious,  and  educa- 
tional enter|)rises.  Diu-ing  many  years  he  had  given 
special  attention  to  real  estate  in\  estments,  and  by  his 
sound  judgment  and  foresight  in  this  direction  ccjiisider- 
ably  increasetl  his  ample  fortune. 

Mr.  Sweetser  died  of  heart  dise.ise  at  his  ijleasanl  but 
unpretentious  home  in  Saco,  Dec.  20,  1881,  lea\ing  a 
widow  but  no  children,  d'he  will  of  Mr.  Sweetser  was  a 
remarkable  document  in  respect  to  its  length  and  the 

thoughtful  provision  of  the 

  testator  for  many  charitable 

objects  and  institutions,  as 
well   as   the    numerous  be- 
i|uests  to  his  kindred  near 
and     remote.       llis  larger 
l^ublic  benefactions  were  for 
the  Ijenefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Saco,  including 
generous  gifts  for  the  [niblic 
schools,     lectmes,     p  a  r  k, 
library,  cemeteries,  city  mis- 
sions, churches,  old  ladies' 
home,   Sunday  schools  and 
the  foundation  of  an  orphan 
asylum.    The  filial  regaid  of 
Mr.  Sweetser   for  the  town 
that  gave  him  l)irlh   was  ex- 
pressed in  several  proN'isions 
of  his  will.     He  ga\'e  to  the 
liaptist  church  in  Wakefield 
$1,000.      He  beciueathed  to 
the  tcjwn  of  Wakefield  >  1,000 
in  trust,  the  income  to  be 
devoted  to   the   repair  and 
beautif\'ing    the    burial  lot 
whei'e  repose  the  remains  of 
his  father  and  mother.  Fie 
directed  that  $10,000  be  p-'^id  to  the  town  of  Wakefield 
toward  a  public  park.    He  furthermore  bequeathed  to  the 
town,  in  trust,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  with  directions  '"to 
expend  the  income  }'earl)-  in  providing  such  lectures  as 
will  tend  to  improve  and  elex'ale  the  jjuIjHc  mind,  and  to 
impose  a  reasonable  fee  for  admission  to  such  lectures, 
and  pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  such  charitable 
organizations  in  said  Wakefield  as  the  municipal  oflicers 
of  said  town  may  designate,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
worthy  poor  of  said  town."     l*'rom  this  bequest  has  come 
that  beneficent   institution  of  Wakefield   known  as  the 
"Sweetser  Lecture  Course." 

Cornelius  Sweetser  had  the  reputation  in  life  that 
belongs  to  unblemished  integrit\'  and  good-citi/enshi]3, 
and  in  death  has  left  the  memory  of  one  who  tried  to 
make  his  fellow-beings  wiser,  hap|)ier,  ami  belter. 


CORNELIUS  SWEETSER. 


OV  T\U<]  yXNCIENT  TOWN  OF  RKDDINO 


uiucniciil  coming  al  lliu  poiul,  with 
,K  I  iiniUKniiUu  llic  iiuigli I lor^  tli.it 
1    tlujir  iiioiL-  cuiucniciit  Loiuiiig  tu 


a  l)ui"yini;-|)lace,  and  llic  nioii.' 
Ila.x  and  iicalnrcs,  and  alM>  i 
li\L-  Ixirilcring  un  saiil  land,  1 
and  inipri >\inL;  tlu;ir(>\\n  land  and  liuildings,  all  the  aforesaid  hnuls 
lo  remain  nnfunccd,  as  llu-y  now  arc,  ami  to  Ihc  use  of  the  old  par- 
ish ,ind  m.'it;ld)orho(jil,  ahovc  said,  forLWcr,  never  lo  be  dis|)osetl  of 
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for  any  other  use  \vhalsoe\er,  witliout  the  consent  of  every  free- 
holder in  the  pai-isli."       , ,         '  , 

i\Iaiiy  of  the  present  generation  remember  the  old  town 
hall,  the  old  church,  the  old  brick  engine-house,  and  the 
blacksmith's  shoi^  which  stood  on  tiie  north  side  of 
Church  Street,  in  Wakefield,  easterly  from  where  now 
stands  the  magnificent  new  stone  edifice  of  the  Congre- 
gational denomination,  to  Main  Street.  It  was  not  until 
187  I  that  the  town  made  a  large  purchase  of  land  between 
the  "old  Common"  and  r,ake  ( Jiiannapowitt.  paltry 
stun  of  mone}'  was  ap[)ropriated  each  year,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  meager  sum  derived  from  the  sale  of 
grass,  was  deemed  sufiicient  to  give  the  "common  exten- 
sion "  a  fair  and  presentable  external  appearance. 

In  Ou?-  'I'owii,  a  paper  which  appeared  in  1878,  we  find 
the  following  allusion  to  the  old  Common  :  "  Some  who  read 
this  paper  will  remember  when  this  enclosure  was  indeed 
a  coiiuiion  to  man  and  beast,  being  unfenced  as  well  as 
ungradeil,  when  it  looked  as  unpromising  as  the  new  pos- 
session. .'V  ditch  jjassecl  through  it,  and  some  parts  of  it 
being  depressed,  were  the  receptacle  of  tin,  chips,  and 
rubbisii.  In  the  winter  it  served  as  a  skating  park." 
Such,  in  truth,  was  the  condition  of  the  park  within  the 
easy  remembrance  of  scores  of  our'citizens.  Nor  was 
there  an)'  particular  interest  taken  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
serving and  beautifying  the  public  land  until  1883,  when 
Cornelius  Sweetser,  late  of  Saco,  Me.,  and  a  nati\e  of 
Wakefield,  in  his  will  beciiieathed  to  the  lown  the  sum  (jf 
ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  and  expended  in  furnish- 


ing and  beaiitif\'iiig  a  public  park.  (  )ne  of  the  conditions 
under  wiiich  this  gift  was  bestowed  was  that  the  town 
should  raise  and  appropriate  an  eipial  sum  to  be  devoted 
to  the  same  use  and  purpose. 

May  7,  1883,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  gift  of 
Cornelius  Sweetser  as  l)e(|ueathed 
ill  his  will,  and  also  voted  (one 
hiuulreil  and  thirty-two  to  four)  to 
raise  ,^10,000  in  accordance  with  the 
)3rovisions  of  said  will. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  Jan.  2  i, 
.1 884,  the  t(jw  n  voted  to  accept  an  act 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  1882, 
authorizing  towns  and  cities  to  lay 
out  public  parks  within  their  limits, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting,  held 
.April  7,  1884,  Messrs.  James  II. 
Carter,  David  II.  Darling,  and 
James  1'".  Emerson  were  elected  a 
board  of  park  commissioners  for 
the  year  next  ensuing.  L'nder 
their  super\ision  two  lots  of  land 
were  purchased  on  the  east  shore 
of  Lake  (  hiannapowilt,  between  the 
lake  and  ?\Iain  Street,  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  John  White  and  by  'J'homas 
Emerson,  for  f.2,000  and  $1,800 
respectively.  The  wdiole  park,  ex- 
cepting the  extension  last  named, 
was  graded,  new  graveled  and  con- 
crete walks  and  malls  laid  out,  new 
fences  constructed  and  old  ones  repaired  and  improved, 
and  a  thorough  system  of  drainage  established  by  the  coin- 
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niissioners.  A  "rockery,"  with  a  fountain  and  basin  in  the 
center,  was  also  built,  at  an  expense  of  sex'eral  thousand 
dollars,  on  the  "little  park"  opposite  the  baptist  church. 


TWO  HUNDRKD  AND  FIFTIK'ITT  ANNIVKRSARY 


EDWARD  MORRIS  TEMPLE,  son  of   Roswell  N. 
and  Zil)iali  Ann  (l'"islicr)  Temple,  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Siininier  A\'enue,  Reading,  is  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  including  lunma 
J.  (widow  of  Charles  1).  'I'homas),  of  Reading,  Frank  ]''., 
of  Chicagcj,  and  Arthur  ^\■.,  of  Reading,  all  of  whom  en- 
joy the  respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  they 
live,  while  the  parents  are  justly  proud  of  the  reputation 
enjoyed  by  each  of  their  children.    Temple  is  a  familiar 
name  in  Reading,  many  different  families  bearing  tiiis 
name  ha\'ing  made  the  town  their  home  during  several 
generations,  including  representatives  of  three  different 
races,  all  of  whom  have  been  distinguished  for  their  in- 
dustr)-,  integritx',  good  morals,  and  longevit)',  while  many 
ha\e    been  prominent 
in    church    and  town 
affairs  during  the  last 
half  centur)'.  Edward 
M.,  the  suliject  of  this 
sketch,  is  one  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  his 
race   of  Temples  who 
have  dwelt  in  Reading, 
his  father  being  one  of 
thirteen  children  of  the 
late    Dea.  Charles  A. 
"J'emple,    t  w  e  1  \-  e  of 
whom     readied  their 
majority,  the  first  death 
in  the  family  (except 
Ceorge  D wight,  an  in- 
fant)   being    the  last 
born,  {]eoi-ge,   who  at 
the  age  of  about  twenty- 
one  exposed  himself  to 
malaria  in    the  West ; 
while    nearly    all  the 
others   reached  three- 
score   years   or  more, 
six  of  whom  are  still 
living,    \iz.  :  Roswell, 
Charles,  Henry,  Daniel, 
Stephen,     and  Julia, 
while  the  deceased  are, 
Washington,  Sarah,  Ro- 
sanna,  Amelia,  Fmeline,  and  Ceorge.    'J"he  grandfather, 
Deacon  Charles,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Deacon 
Calvin,  Deacon  ^\'illiam,  Deacon  i\Iark,  Daniel,  (ieorge, 
Joseph,  Fanny,  Sally,  Clarissa,  Nancy,  were  children  of 
l,)aniel  of  the  hrst  generation  and  lived  on  the  "  VIncle 
Mark  "  farm.    Of  these,  several  are  still  remembered  as 
most  substantial  and  intluential  citizens  of  their  time, 
prominent  in  organizing  and  building  the  "  Bethesda 
Church,"  living  examples  of  the  characteristics  essential 
to  true  manhood,  and  to  whose  record  those  of  succeed- 
ing generations  point  with  pride. 

Edward  M.  Temple  was  born  in  Reading,  August  13, 
1848,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  en- 
tering the  high  school  at  the  age  of  twelve,  but  did  not 
graduate.      A  determination   to  become  self-supporting 


EDWARD  M.  TliMPLE. 


led  him  to  begin  labor  at  the  age  of  tiiirleen,  between 
school  hours,  on  the  farm  of  the  late  "  Uncle  Rfark  " 
'I'emple,  where,  as  he  now  declaics,  he  laid  the  founda 
tion  for  robust  health  and  a  strong  physi()ue  that  is  still 
enjoyed.  His  out-of-d(jor  employment  in  Reading  and 
in  New  Ham[)shire  during  the  following  six  x'ears  was 
varied  by  one  )'ear"s  service  in  North  Carolina  at  the 
close  of  the  late  Civil  War,  in  the  employ  of  his  luicle.  Col. 
Samuel  C.  h'islier,  of  Dover,  N.  IF,  who  had  large  busi- 
ness interests  in  the  South  lor  three  )'ears,  the  experience 
thus  enjoyed  proving  valuable  as  an  educatcjr.  Return- 
ing to  Massachusetts,  .Mr.  Tem|)le  atlendetl  a  business 
college  in  Boston  for  a  few  months,  and  after  experiment- 
ing in   various  emplox'ments,   at   the   age  of  nineteen, 

accepted  a  position  of- 
fered him  by  the  famous 
"  Indian  I  lead  Mills  " 
(The  Jackson  Compan\  ), 
of  Nashua,  N.  IF,  wliuse 
cotton  goods  e  n  t  e  r 
nearly  e\'er_\-  market  of 
the  world.  With  this 
ccjrporation  Mr.  Tem[)le 
li  a  s  remained  twenty- 
eight  years,  twent)'-four 
of  which  serving  as  cor- 
poration clerk,  cashier, 
and  paymaster. 

Jjeside  his  regular  em- 
ployment, Mr.  'Peniple 
serves  as  auditijr  for 
several  corporations  antl 
has  been  successful  in 
settling  estates  and  luisi- 
n  e  s  s  accounts  where 
complications  ha\e  a- 
risen,  and  altogether  has 
led  a  \'ery  bus}'  life, 
which  still  continues. 

]\[r.  Temijle,  ha\ing 
inherited  and  cultivated 
musical  gifts,  and  being 
an  enthusiast  on  the  sub- 
ject, has  de\'oted  nearly 
all  of  his  leisine  time  to 
the  musical  interests  of  .New  Hampshire.  Although  mean- 
time serving  twelve  }'ears  as  tenor  singer  in  leading 
church  choirs  of  Worcester  and  Foston  ( three  years  of 
which  acting  as  musical  director  of  Park  Street  Church), 
Mr.  'I'emple  has  been  especially  active  in  the  cit\'  of  his 
adoption  and  vicinity  in  elevating  the  art  and  securing 
recognition  of  the  value  of  good  music  in  church  ser- 
vice, and  he  is  now  serving  as  director  of  music  at  the 
beautiful  new  First  Congregational  Church  at  Nashua, 
N.  FF,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  which  he  has 
considered  one  of  his  missions  in  life. 

Mr.  'Femple  is  studiously  devoted  to  his  worthy  parents, 
his  veneration  for  whom,  as  well  as  his  continued  in- 
terest in  his  birthplace,  is  in  evidence  by  fre(|uent  short 
visits. 
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The  work  was  carried  out  under  plans  prepared  by  Mr. 
I'jnesl  W.  ]!ow(litcli,  of  iJoston,  one  of  tlie  leading  land- 
scape gardeners  in  the  country.  During  the  year, 
$13,830.23  was  expended  on  the  park.  A  granite  curbing 
was  constructed  on  the  cast  and  south  borders  of  the  new 
park,  concrete  walks  laid  out,  a  public  drinking  fountain 
erected,  a  new  music  pavilion  of  unique  and  elaborate 
design  constructed,  anil  the  park  otherwise  given  a 
beautiful  and  inviting  appearance. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  of  which  Wakefield  may  justly 
feel  proud,  it  is  her  line  park.  The  special  features,  aside 
from  the  artistic  manner  in  which  it  is  laid  out,  the  care- 
ful manner  in  which  it  is  tended,  and  its  very  central 
location,  are  its  noble  trees  and  the  scenery  afforded  by 
the  adjoining  lake  and  distant  views  of  forest  and  hills. 
Seats  are  conveniently  located  under  the  shade  trees  and 
ser\-e  as  enjoyable  resting  places  for  thousands  during  the 
year.  The  extension  of  Pearl  Street  through  a  portion  of 
the  park,  to  a  junction  with  Church  Street,  was  a  matter 
of  public  convenience  and  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  park 
at  that  point.  As  you 
proceed  northward 
from  the  village,  the 
Universalist  church  ap- 
pears on  the  right  of 
the  park,  while  on  the 
left  is  the  IJaptist 
church,  tlie  seventy 
thousand  dollar  high 
school  house,  and  the 
beautiful  new  stone 
church  of  the  Congre- 
gationalists. 

As  another  has  truly 
remarked,  it  looks  "  as 
though  the  Common 
were  hemmed  in  and 
guarded  by  literature 
and  religion." 

Wakefield  is  the  only  town  in  this  region  which  is  in 
possession  of  such  a  beautiful  and  attractive  public  park. 
May  her  people  live  long  to  enjoy  it ! 


WEST  PARISH  COMMON  AND  BURIAL  GROUND. 

In  1737,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Fbenezer  Parker, 
Captain  Nichols,  Kendall  Parker,  Esq.,  Mr.  Raham  ISan- 
croft,  and  Ebenezer  Flint,  was  chosen  by  the  town  to 
view  the  common  land  in  order  to  see  what  was  neces- 
sary to  be  left  for  highways,  watering  places,  and  other 
public  uses. 

This  committee,  in  their  report,  proposed  that  "  the 
lower  end  of  the  Common,  by  Ensign  Parker's,  up  as  far 
as  the  path  that  comes  from  John  PoutwelTs  stone  wall 
toward  Henry  Merrow's  lay  common,  for  public  uses." 

Later,  in  1741,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Ebenezer  Parker,  Kendall  Parker, 
Esq.,  Captain  IJancroft,  W'm.  Pryant,  Esq.,  Thomas  Wes- 


LAKESIOE  CEMETERY, 
Wakeheld. 


ton,  Peter  Emerson,  ami  I'^bene/er  Nichols,  the  town 
voted  that  : — 

The  Liiniiuiin  l.iiul  in  llic  woudciul  fnmi  the  iioilli  sidr  of  ihc 
liury'mg  ])laLu  from  the  luaii  iiiiinint;  l'!.isl  Ui  jcihii  I  li  iii  t  w  ell's  l.iud 
;iiul  >o  running;  Suulh  to  tlie  eoiner  where  two  ro.id.s  meet  shall  lie 
forever  fur  the  use  of  tli.it  part  of  the  Town  for  a  I Iiirs  in | )laee 
and  other  judilie  uses,  as  they  shall  ha\e  oeeasion.  - 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Tliiril  I'.irish,  in 
1769,  the  town  gave  to  the  parish  all  the  cniiuiion  land 
lying  "southerly  of  the  burial  ground."  .\side  fruiii  the 
undisputed  assumption  of  o\\  iiersiiip,  there  is  n(je\  idence 
that  the  burial  ground  itself  was  e\'er  gi\  en  to  the  [)ari.sh, 
unless  a  \-ole  passed  by  the  tmvn  in  1S06  be  so  con- 
strued,   'i'he  \'ote  was  as  follows  :  — 

//7/(7i'(M,  It  has  lieeii  umleistood  that  there  was  a  former \<>le  i on- 
ferriiig  and  gi\  ing  to  eaeh  Parish  the  eommon  lands  hini;  and  lieing 
within  tile  limits  of  eaeh,  hut  that  vote  tloes  not  appear  in  the 
reeoiils,  ,uid  as  the  several  Parishes  ha\'e  aeted  upon  said  vote 
supposing  that  tlie  same  was  on  leeord,  therefme  \()ted,  in  (.onforni- 
ity  to  the  eighth  artiele  of  the  warrant  that  eaeh   Parish  retain  the 

eommon  land  belonging  l<> 
them  as  heretofore  untler- 
stootl  exee])ting  their  leav- 
ing lamls  sul'licient  where 
a  roar!  is  neeessary  to  lie 
made  of  three  rods  witle, 
and  where  there  is  gia\  el 
that  a  sntliLieiit  ipi.intity 
lie  left  to  mend  said  roads, 
also  reser\'ing  sulli(  lent 
lands  for  the  training  lieKU 
in  eaeh  Parish. 

In  1806,  the  turn- 
pike ( n  o  w  M  a  i  n 
Street  )  was  run 
through  the  burial 
ground,  cutting  from 
its  southeastern  ex- 
tremity a  triangular 
piece  t  of  some  -(,300 
ft.,  which,  in  1816, 
was  leased  by  the  parish  to  David  Pratt  for  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  years.  After  the  transfer  of  the 
luirial  ground  and  of  the  Common,  in  1853,  to  the  t(nvn 
l>y  the  parish,  a  (|uit-claini  deed  was  given  to  the  heirs  of 
the  lessee.  Piefore  this  transfer  the  parish  had  bought 
from  Dana  Parker  thirteen  acres  of  land  bordering  upon 
the  northern  side  of  the  cemetery.  This  purchase,  t  in 
two  parts,  one  of  five  acres,  three  quarters,  six  rotls,  and 
the  other  seven  acres,  one  quarter,  six  rods,  was  made 
in  1846.  The  land  was  common  land  in  1741,  when  the 
"  Purying  place  "  and  the  land  south  of  the  bridle  path 
were  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Wood  End.  Pegin- 
ning  with  1742,  there  was  a  general  selling  of  theconnnon 


*  We  print  the  vote  as  copied  from  the  original  record  by  tlie  late  Win.  II. 
Wiglunian,  Ksq.  The  ^laine  vote  ajipears  in  Katun's  '*  History  of  Reading,''  wiili  a 
ciimma  between  ilie  words  IHnrying  pi. ice  "  and  from.*'  Hut  the  graiiiniarian  b\' 
tliis  addition  nial<es  tlie  record  say  tliat  lliere  was  a  road  running  east  to  John  liuut- 
well's  l.iiid,  which  was  nut  the  c.ise.  I'he  word  "running,"  no  doubt,  was  in- 
teiuled  by  the  coinmiuee  tu  liniii  "  cuiiunun  laiul  "  ;  .ind  h.id  the  cumin. i  been 
inserted  after  "  ruad,"  the  irileiu  uf  ihe  Mite  would  have  lieeii  cle.ir. 

i  .See  tM.in  i ,  p.ige  22  ) . 

i  See  u'  and  (>~,  I'l.in  2,  p.ige  223. 
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hinds  still  belonj^nn^  to  the  town.  One  of  tiie  first  deeds 
written  in  the  old  records  is  one  conveying;  a  piece 
of  land  to  Henry  Merrow,  and  was  a  part  of  (he 
purchase  made  in  iS_|6  l.)y  the  [parish  to  enhui^e  the 
cemetery. 

In  1822,  the  parish  set  oM  a  small  triani^ular  strip  of 
land  *  at  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  burial  ^rouml 
for  jiarsonage  purposes.  The  buildinj;-  erected  at  that 
time  is  now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  i  )r.  William  barrows. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  later,  in  1.S48,  tlie  p.irish  sold  to 
school  district  No.  6  a  parcel  of  land  t  on  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  old  cemetery.  This  piece  of  land,  be- 
ginning at  a  point  in  a  line  with  the  front  of  tlie  horse 
sheds,  X  which  then  stood  l)ehind  the  churcli,  J?  had  for 
its  eastern  boundary  a  length  of  some  se\en  and  one 
half  rods  u]3on  the  turnpike  and  e.\tencU'd  west  a  little 
rising  five  rods.  On  this  parcel  of  land  st(.iod  the  pounti, 
an  enginediouse,  and  some  nine  or  ten  of  the  horse  sheds 
above  referred  to.  ]ly  some  maneuvering,  not  set  down 
in  the  records,  this  piece  of  land  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  one  Josejjh  M.  Doe,  of  Cambridge,  and  was 
bought  back  by  the  parish  for  $650,  July  22,  1853.  i'liis 
land,  together  with  a  strip  north  of  it,  and  between  it  and 
the  burial  ground,  as  then  defined,  was  by  a  \'Ote  of  the 
parish  to  be  reserved  for  "  parochial  purposes.'' 

In  1873,  the  town  \-(jted  to  still  furtlier  enlai'ge  the 
burial  ground  by  the  purchase  of  three  and  one  half 
acres**  of  Mr.  Dana  I'arker.  in  1894,  a  part  of  the 
western  boundary  of  the  cemeter\-  was  made  more  agree- 
able to  the  eye  by  the  running  of  a  give-and-take  line,  ft 
The  same  year  a  small  triangular  strip  at  its  northwestern 
extremity  was  sold  to  Mr.  W.  H.  'fwombly. 

The  vote  of  the  parish  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  old 
burying  ground  and  cemetery,  as  then  defined,  and  the 
Common,  was  passed  at  a  meetin 
and  reads  as  follows  :  — 


eld  Jul)'  12,  I S53, 


Thf  old  South  I'arish  shall  Li>n\L-y  l>y  a  i|iiit  claiin  tlucd  tu  tlic 
linvii  of  Reading  the  cenieteiy  and  old  l!iir)ing  (Iroinul  a--  now 
ijlosed,  and  all  the  land  south  of  said  lUnyint;  (iruiind  .ind  wc^t  of  a 
line  extending  from  the  easterly  side  of  said  Dm  ving  (  i  j  ( nind,  smit  li  t  liy 
as  the  fen^e  now  .slants  to  the  street  passing  in  front  of  the  Meeting 
House  for  the  location  <jf  a  Town  House,  and  all  the  land  soulheily 
of  the  row  of  small  tiees  south  of  the  Meeting  Hmise  to  lie  for- 
ever used  liy  the  town  fm  a  (  oniniou. 

In  1867,  by  a  mutual  understanding,  the  town  erected 
a  building  for  its  liigh  school  upon  the  lot  set  apart  for 
the  "location  of  a  'fown  House." 

The  cemetery  now  contains  some  seventeen  acres, 
beautifully  diversified  by  hill  and  dale.  The  stone,  well 
preserved,  marking  tlie  first  of  tiie  forefathers  buried  in 
the  old  churchyard,  still  stands  near  Lowell  Street,  and 
near  by  are  the  stones  marking  the  spot  where  lie,  side 
by  side,  —  one  white,  the  other  black,  —  two  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution.  The  Soldiers'  Monument,  covered 
with  the  names  of  those  who  "  died  that  their  country 
might  live,"  in  the  war  of  1S61-4,  and  probably  the  first 
erected  in  the  State  to  commemorate  that  terrihc  struggle, 
occupies  a  commanding  position  near  by. 


•See  1',  Plan  i,'iie.xl  p.iije: 
5  Sci;  -|-,  I'laii  I, 


t  See  I'l.in  2. 
**.Sce  C,  Plan  2, 


•  See  H,  Plan  1. 

t(  Seg  Dotltd  ling,  I'l.ui  2. 
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In  1S90,  instructed  hy  tlie  town,  the  trustees  then  in 
charge  christened  the  cemetery  "Laurel  Hill." 


(_'pUi.  Jdlm  lliown  as  layers  (uit,  the  j;reat  lol  in  KLaddiui;,  one  the 
North  Side  of  tlie  river,  calcd  Ipswich  Kivcr,  whidi  was  done  hy  .dl 
above  named,  we,  tlie  .Sidjscriliers,  heiii  tlie  only  .Sur\  i\c]s  of  ihc 
s'd  layers  out.  ISeiiig  desired  hy  the  Selei  I  men  of  s'd  Keaddini;  lo 
give  our  iiiformatiou  and  knoledg  of  the  nianer  of  our  layini;  out 
of  s\l  tract  of  land,  which  is  as  foloweth  — 

We  hegan  to  lay  out  hy  s\l  towns  onler  at  a  place  that  was  called 
andover  higliway.  De.icn.  William  I'owdery's  l,ot  was  tlie  first 
and  soe  to  lay  ont  I'iastward,  wliile  the  Land  l".astw.ii(l  was  layd  out. 
and  then  we  hegan  againe  at  the  s'd  pl.ne  and  left  sixteen  pole 
wide  of  land  from  the  river  to  Andover  line,  for  the  l(jwn  hetween 
s'll  I  leacn.  Cowdery's  lot  .uid  William  I  eakin's  lot,  whiih  was  the 
first  lot  ill  (ndei  in  our  laying  westwarif  And  then  we  layed  west- 
ward while  we  had  finished  our  work  in  laying  onl  s'd  tr.da  of  land, 
and  the  lots  liy  order  were  layd  in  one  range:  theliueswere  neie  north 
and  south,  and  the  lots  ISeing  long.  The  way  that  we  layd  tlie  s'd 
lots  out  was  thus:  we  knowing  l!y  former  niesure  the  leiiglli  of  said 
lots,  we  liegan  as  above  s'd  and  measuretl  both  ends  antl  the  niidle 
of  ]{very  man's  lot ;  and  made  Kound.s  so  at  lioath  l  juls  :uul  ihe 
midle,  which  si-x  Bounds  to  each  lot  was  all  the  lionds  that  we  made, 
and  the  .s'd  six  Hounds  are  to  be  and  Kemaine  for  the  Just  bounds  of 
the  s'd  lots  whether  the  midle  liounds  Stand  in  a  line  with  the  end 
Hounds  or  not  ;  and  this  is  a  treue  Acount  and  return  thereof  as 
Atests.  •        /       .  ,  ■ 


John  Smith  ) 

T         i>  Layer^ 

Joiix  Brown  (  -' 


Keadding,  October  the  21st,  1704. 


PLAN  1.  ; 

Dotted  lines  represent  streets  in  J-ieading,  l.^id  out  since  1742. 
'*  a  "  is  location  of  old  meeting  lioiisc. 

NORTH  PARISH  COMMON  AND  PARISH  LANDS. 

Thic  "  two-niile  content"  or  North  Precinct,  was  given 
to  Reading  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  in  i65r.  In 
1658-9,  the  meadows  and  uplands  were  divided  by  a 
vote  of  the  town,  the  meadows  as  follows :  — 

Ordered,  that  all  the  meadows  that  layeth  in  our  four  and  two 
miles  grant,  that  are  but  an  acre  or  less  than  an  acre  shall  be  meas- 
ured to  the  upland  as  upland,  in  whose  lot  soever  they  fall  ;  ami  if 
there  be  above  an  acre,  they  are  to  be  measured  for  meailow  to 
whom  they  fall  unto  hy  lot. 

It  was  further  ordered  :  — 

'l"h;it  the  meadows  in  the  two-mile  grant  shall  be  dividetl  into 
three  rows,  from  West  to  I'last  ;  ami  that  we  are  to  begin  to  lay  out 
the  lotts  of  meddow  at  the  Mast  end  of  that  row,  as  layeth  next  to 
Ipswich  Kix'er,  and  so  to  come  West  ;  ami  then  the  second  row,  and 
so  to  go  ICast  ;  and  then  the  third  row  to  run  West  ;  and  then  to 
take  all  meadow  ii\  the  "  four  Miles"  at  one  row,  and  so  to  run 
it  to  the  West  [lart  of  our  bounds. 

The  upland  lines  ran  nearly  north  and  south,  as 
the  following  statement,  copied  from  the  old  records, 
shows : — 

Att  a  generall  towns  meeting  held  by  the  town  of  Keadding  on 
the  third  day  of  february  ihhi,  there  was  cliosen,  viz: —  Deacn. 
Williant  Cow<lery,  I'ptn.  John  Smith,  Cptn.  Jonathan   I'oole,  ami 


PLAN  2.  (•  ' 

Old  and  New  Cemetery,  Reading. 
Dotted  line  "  d  "  represents  present  line  of 
Cemetery.    "  I'"  "  is  tlie  "  Doe  "  lol. 

'I'he  gentellmen  and  suljscribers  of  the  preniisis  above  signed  have 
made  there  return  and  to  sattisfaction  of  us  the  .Selectmen  as  atests. 
J\il.  IIoI.MS 
'rilDM.NS  IS.XNCKOl'l' 

l!i:\j.\MiN  Sw.\^■N i-. 


'I'lIUM.XS  111  It' I'.M  I, 


J 


.\nd  we  the  Select  men  order 
the  town  clerk  to  enter  the 
same  in  the  town  Records. 


This  is  a  true  t'opey  out  of  the  oiiginall. 

J. Ml.  llKKIii:Kl,  y<'U'//  CUik. 


'I'WO  IILINDREi:)  AND  Firi'lF/I'lF  A  NN 1  V  IsR  SA  R  \' 


'I'lie  l.uuls  left  coininoii  in  the  Norlli  I'recinct  were 
tlie  ten-pole  and  sixteen-pole  ways,  which  were  reserved 
for  higiuvays  when  the  division  was  made.  Exactly  where 
all  of  these  were,  it  is  now  impossible  to  tell.  There  was 
a  ten-pole  way  running  from  Lobs  l^ound  Mill  to  the 
Salem  line,  as  a  vote  of  the  town  in  1658  shows.  It 
reads  :  — - 

Oitleruil  that  there  be  a  Highway  of  teiin  poles  broaid  k-ft  at 
eaili  eiul  of  all  those  lotts  of  Upland  lieyuiul  Ipswich  Kiver. 

'I'his  way  was  laid  out  along  the  southern  edge  of  the 
uplands,  following  tiie  general  course  of  the  river.  South- 


drains  the  meadow  at  the  north,  and  so  followed  the 
river  on  the  line  probably  of  the  Lower  lind  road,  (jr  J'Jin 
Street  as  now  named. 

There  were  highwa3's  projected  also  fr(jm  the  ri\er  to 
the  Andover  line  ;  but  these  were  not  always  used,  the 
convenience  of  those  who  settled  the  new  territory  mak- 
ing it  desirable  to  do  away  with  mathematical  lines. 

As  late  as  1715,  an  "old  .\ndo\er  ro.id  "  ran  from 
tlie  river  to  the  Andover  line  west  of  the  Seigeant  l-'lint 
place,  the  westerly  line  passing  "  tiirough  part  of  said 
Mint's  fiuther  ( Thoyl )  (jrchard."    This  highway  troubled 


VIEWS  IN  LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY, 

Reading. 


east  of  the  present  Common,  near  where  the  hearse  house 
now  stands,  the  way  ran  to  the  north  *  parallel  with  the 
homestead  of  the  late  Dr.  Grosvenor  followed  what 
was  formerly  called  the  Old  Road,  now  Low  Street, 
then,  turning  to  the  northeast,  crossed  the  run  which 

*Tliat  the  way  liirned  to  the  north  at  this  point  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  tliat  tl\e 
land  on  which  the  present  village  is  built,  and  the  meadow  at  the  eastward,  origi- 
nally belonged  to  the  parish.  This  upland  between  the  Old  Road  and  tlie  meadow 
is  the  land  referred  to,  probably,  in  a  petition  of  the  north  precinct  for  the  "  com- 
mon land  that  lyeth  in  our  precinct,  near  our  meeting-liouse."  This  was  in  171S.  In 
1719,  the  precinct  astied  fvir  *' the  Kmpruvenient  of  our  lialf  of  the  ministerial 
meadows."  One  of  these  meadows  was,  witliout  tiouijt,  tlie  meadow  lying  between 
lite  parish  upland  and  the  river. 


the  sergeant,  for  it  cut  his  farm  into  two  parts.  In 
17 15,  the  town  was  persuaded  to  pass  the  following 
vote:  "Voted  to  exchange  with  Sergt.  CJeorge  Mint  the 
Highway  lying  between  his  two  lots  in  Reading,  and  to 
take  so  much  land  on  the  west  side  of  th.U  lot  that  he 
bought  of  Deacon  I'itch,  as  the  town  has  between  his 
lots." 

This  proviso  was  inserted,  however:  — 

"Provided  that  the  North  Meeting-House  does  not 
stand  on  any  part  of  the  land  that  the  town  is  to  ha\e 
of  Serst.  Flint." 


OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  REDDrNO. 


It  w;\s  three  years  before  the  exchange  was  made,  as 
the  following  report  of  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
piu'pose  shows  : 


NORTH  READING  PINE. 

On  land  of  Dennis  liatclielder,  Main  Street. 
S.iid  to  be  300  years  olil,  Height  120  feet,  circumference  16  feet,  m  inches. 

W'ce,  'I'liL'  Sul)>cril)L'is,  llc-iiig  (  'hosen  a  Coniinitty  by  the  'I'owii  of 
Reading  to  Set  out  'J  he  W  ay  e.vchangetl  with  Seigt.  Flint  as  may 
more  at  l,ai:ge  appeare  by  saitl  \'i)te  of  tlie  e.xchang,  liareii^g  Date 
Septm.  6tli,  1715.  \Vu  went  on  tlie  premises  aljotit  tlie  begining 
of  Sept.  Last,  Sergt.  I'lint  lieing  not  able  to  goe 
with  lis. 

lie  Informed  lis  of  the  Hounds,  and  .Sent  his  .son 
I'djcne/er  willi  us  to  act  in  'I  liat  allair;  and  he  Sliewecl 
Us  tile  liounds  as  his  l''atlier  had  Informed  us;  and 
'rh.iv  Stood  on  the  Last  Side  of  .\nde\er  old  path 
according  to  Record.  And  we  Rami  the  Lines  accord- 
ing to  Said  bounds,  and  farely  marked  Trees  on  the 
West  Side  of  the  Town's  land;  ;ind  we  found  at  the 
South  I'.nd  it  was  about  live  [loles  and  a  half,  in 
the  middle  abiMit  nine  pole  and  h.ilf,  at  the  North  l  aide 
about  Si.xteen  pole,  which  .Si.xleen  pole  w  as  meseiirered 

out  about  Lleaven  years  past  \nd  said  ivbenezer 

Flint  agreed  \\ith  us  to  Lay  out  for  the  Town  on  the 
west  Side  of  the  Lot.    'I'liay  Ihuight  of  I  )acon  Fitch 
Ten   I'ole  wide  at  Ijotli  hauls,  and  the  Same  in  the 
middle;  which  we  I  lid  Then  boiuul  out.     And  we, 
haveing  Then  the  'I'owns  \'ote  Shewed  to  us  that  the 
Town  h.id   given   tlie    Laud  ;ibo\e  Sat  out    to  the 
luhabitauts  of  the   .\orth    I'recent,  Keserveing  thiee 
I'ole  wide  in  the  most  couvenant  place  for  a  way;  .  .  . 
.\ud  I  lie  Select  men  had  given  us  an  order,  hav  ing 
I  iLite  Septm.  )'e  Second  171S,  to  Layout  Said  way, 
which  we  Did,  ami  it  is  ;is  h'olloweth  :  —  At  the  north 
meeting"  hiuise,  it  is  to  goe  iie.xt  to  John  Fateiis  Land 
until  it  comes  within  :ibiMit  Twenty  pole  of  .Sum  Low  Mrs. 
Land  that  Joynes  to  Sart.  Flinls  orchard  (West  of 
house  (it  Joseph  Ciowing);  and  then  (loes^a  Shint 
ov  er  to  .Sargent  Flints  land  ;  and  .Soe  by  Sargt.  h'lints  land  L'ourty 
I'ole.      Then  Tunis  a  Slant  by  the  Hill  over  to  .Saitl  luitens  Line 
at  ye  end  of  the  llill  (I'arker's);  then  it  is  to  Ly  by  Said  F^atens  Line 
cross  'I'hree  Swamps;  then  Tiinies  a  slant  to  Said  Flints  lane  at  ye 
middle  mark.     I'lieii  it  is  to  Turn  ,1  Slant  over  to  Fiiteiis  Line,  at  ye 
norwest  l  aid  of  Rattle  .Snake  Rock  (In  Iiend  of  old  ro;id  leading  to 
Long  llill),  Soe  by  Fatens  line  Till  it  comes  to  the  l''oot  of  the 
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llill  al  Tliis  Si(K;  jcl.it  <  ri.iiii  (lop  of  Hill);  Thin  il  is  lo  Tiiiiic 
a  Slant  to  Mints  line  .it  .1  \  allc  at  llic  In  tlicr  iMid'.l  Said  I'laim- 
('Llieii  S.iid  I'laiiie  lleiiu;  .ill  Su  t  able  I  or  a  w  .ly  any  part  of  il).  It 
is  to  goe  ihiiuigli  S.iid  I'l.iinr  Sou  ,is  lo  Li':i\c-  [■i\c  aiius  more  to 
S:iid  i'lint.  Thes  it  Doth  lo  S.iid  f;.ilcii  .ludsaiil  f;briu-/ei  Llinl, 
agreed  for  to  cliang  S.iid  l.iiid  for  1  lie  ,11  1  oniinodaliou  ol  .1  ineiiislcr ; 
if  it  was  Devided  .Soe,  which  we  Ditl. 

Reading  Scpl  in.  1 1  h  1  7  I  S. 

(  Tl  Mill  in   W  1 1  !■  \, 
I 

-(  J«  iSM-ll  I'll.  1;  \  VI', 

I  bill  \  ( il H  II i\v  I  \. 

This  is  a  True  ("oppy  of  the  ('onimities  Uel  11111  Ui  i  onlcd  by 
Mr.  Francis  Suiilli   town  (  lei. 

The  Sergeant  I'lint  homestead  was  on  the  rising  gnuitid 
a  little  to  tlie  northe;tst  of  the  site  of  the  dwcUing-hmise 
of  Mr.  Jose|ih  (lowing,  'i'he  Sergeant  John  l'"alon  liniiic- 
stead  was  the  house  occupied  b)'  the  hile  Micah  Eaton, 
and  was  standing  as  late  as  1856.  The  boundai)'  line 
that  separated  the  I'lint  and  Eaton  farms  began  ;it  the 
ten-rod  way  above  descriljed,  at  a  point  on  the  line  of 
wall  which  formerly  separated  the  Common  from  land  of 
Mr.  Warren  A.  Campbell.  This  dividing  line  took  the 
direction  of  the  old  wall,  going  cei  tainl)-  to  Eong  1  lill,  and 
probably  to  the  .Antlover  line.  The  ten-rod  w;iy  l)eg;m 
abritptly  "at  the  meeting-house."  Where  was  the  site 
of  this  meeting-house  ?  Three  meeting-houses  have  been 
built  in  this,  the  second  parish.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  position  of  the  secotid  one,  which  was 
erected  in  1752.  There  are  those  living  who  worshiped 
in  this  building,  and  their  testimony  is  that  it  \v;is  situ- 
ated about  twent}'  feet  south  ;ind  east  of  the  jiresent  edi- 
fice.    Moreover,  a  vote,  passed  July  4,  1S2S,  reads  that 


CRESCENT  HOUSE. 
Chrislina  .'\nderson,  proprietrcbs,  Crescent,  corner  Water  Street,  W,il<elield. 
Site  (if  .incient  d\ve]liliy;-Iuillse  of  IJeiij.unin  I'nnle,  I'"st|.,  in  i7ji>. 

"  Giljiiet  pniljalily.  -\t  iliis  period,  in  Kir-;land,  malef.^ctiirs  \\  ere  nut  infi  equeiiilj' 
hung  upon  glbliets  erected  on  treeless  i)l.uns.  it  w.is  expectetl  th.U  tlie  si'.;lit  of 
the  bodies  sw  inging  to  and  fro,  and  tlie  creaking  of  tile  chains,  w  ould  deter  others 
from  committing  capital  crimes.  Tliis  plain  must  ha\'e  been  a  dreary,  uncanny  ex- 
panse in  those  da_\s,  especi.illy  in  the  wintiN-  inuiiihs,  .iiid  heiue  the  u.nne.  Ag.iin, 
the  word  ,j,^/7'/'(-/  came  into  tlie  l\ngli^h  tlimuglt  the  l  ieiiih,  .iiid  w.is  spelled  in 
middle  English  ^■-//'c/ and /' In  those  d.iys  the  Frencli  /iii,i\'  li.u  e  still  lel.iiiieil 
smnething  of  its  original  sound,  and  so  the  writer  would  not  unn.itui ally  si,cll  the 
word  as  written  abo\-e. 


.'  ....  I  I.,  :..  I 
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OK  THE  ANCfENT  TOWN  Ol'  REDDINO. 


tlic  biiildiiip;  was  lo  be  ercelccl  "  on  nr  near  tlic  site  ol  the 
old  meeting-liouse  now  standing  in  said  pai  isii."  Now  tlie 
site  of  tile  fust  meeting-iiouse. 

In  1709,  at  the  request  of  tlie  inhal)itants  and  proprie- 


luiic.x  and  .\:ilhaniel 


RESIDENCE  OF  TAYLOR  F.  SMITH, 
CliL-stiuit  Slieet,  Wakefield. 

tors  on  tlie  north  side  of  Ipswich  i\.iver,  and  on  Saddler's 
Neck,  a  committee  was  chosen  by  the  town  "  to  advise 
with  them."    The  precinct,  however,  was  not  set  off  as  a 
distinct  parish  until  1713-     In  1714,  the  meeting-house 
must  have  been  well  under  way,  for  the  town  that  year 
voted  "  to  gi\  e  the  North  I'recinct,  Reading,  the  sum  of 
tiiirty  ]iounds,  one  half  when  they  have  linislied  their 
meeting-house.''      Naturally,  the  site  selected  would  be 
on  common  land.     .\t  tiiis  time  the  ten-rod  way 
must  have  extended  very  nearly  seven  rods  be- 
}'ond  what  is  now  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Connnon.     Eaton's  "  History  of  Reading  "  says, 
on  page  135,  that  this  house  was  situated  on  the 
"  ground  now,  or  lately  occupied  l^y  Dr.  Gros- 
venor's  garden."    This,  we  are  very  sure,  is  in- 
correct.    A  vote  passed  by  the  parish,  May  12, 
1752,  reads  that  the  foundation  of  the  second 
meeting-house  was  to  be  laid  "  north  and  nortli- 
westardly  of  the  old  meeting-house,  as  the  stand- 
ing committee  have   laid  out,  as  near  the  old 
meeting-house  as  can  convenientl)'  be."  This 
description  would  place  the  first  building  on  that 
part  of  the  Common  which  lies  west  by  north  of 
the  present  hay-scales,  now  in  front  of  the  Flint 
Memorial  buikling.     Moreover,  the  following  de- 
scrijition  of  the  •'  lowest  tract  "  of  land  given  in 
exchange  for  the  "  old  Andover  Road  "  by  Ser- 
geant   I'lint,  through   his   sons,  —  tiieir  father 
being  sick,  —  would  place  the  meeting-house  on 
or  very  near  this  spot.     The  description  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Minister    Putnam,   lo  whom    the  land  was 
given   by  the  parish   at  the  time  of  his  settlement  in 
1720. 


It  reads:  — 

■And  as  li>r  ve  lnwcsl  liaikt  i>f  land,  wliiili  liv  fslinialiini  c'ail.iins 
nine  acres,  wliii  li  vmi  liad  ii|ii)n  an  i;m  lianL^e  willi  I'.liune/cr  I'linl, 
■  lilil,  ivini;  "n  tin;  lasl  side  ol  Andover  Kn.ide, 
and  iv  hduiuli'd  a--  fi illi )\vel li  :  All  ve  scmili- 
wa-sl  eurner  willi  a  lilh  l  pine  Iri-e  niaiLed 
(on  llie  ril'^c  (4  llie  (  'ininion  in  a  dintl 
line  uitli  llie  Irunt  (if  llie  laxein  iil  llie  lale 
I  'a\  id  I  >ain(  Ml )  ;  hum  llnaii  e  w  il  li  1  lie  i  i  i.ide 
(Ih.w  Slieel)  vl  iDinetli  iip  Innii  \r  lirid;;e 
((i\er  tile  ii\idel  liial  drains  iIk-  nieadnw 
east  (if  II  a  \  eiiiiM  Si  reel ),  easlerly  hi  a  I  luni  li 
(if  Uirelies  ;  n(  n  1  li  \\  est  ei  l\  with  Sanmel  I  p- 
tdn's  nieaddw,  as  llie  upland  iiiiis,  lu  a 
slake  and  heap  (if  sloiies  (in  llie  smilli  side 
lit  llie  run  upon  ve  mad  (f-lni  Slieel), 
\\hi(li  is  the  iiiiilheasl  i  (irner  ot  \e  land; 
(nun  tlieiiee  wesleiiv  willi  the  mad  In  a 
stake  and  heap  (if  stime-  all  Ihe  iKUlhwesi 
(•(liner  (if  the  land;liiini  iheiiee  sdiille  ils' 
(111  the  r(iad  (llie  thiee-idd  wav  laid  mil 
against  the  line  di\  i(lin^  tlie  f  aldii  .iiid 
I'dinl  farms  npun  a  slraii;ht  line),  iipini  ,i 
stiaiLjhl  line  Id  .i  stake  juN  niii!,;  iipoii  \  e 
acre  df  land  i;i\  en  liy  .Seri^eaiit  f  lint  In  ve 
use  of  the  meetingdidiise  ;  frdiii  llieiu  e 
r(.imul  ye  acre  df  land  width  .Sergeant  l  linl 
t;ave  to  ye  use  dt  ye  nieelinL;-h(nisc  it  is 
rdund  ye  easi  nf  s'd  acre  Id  ve  pine  tree 
lirst  inentidiied. 

Another  interesting  citiestion. 
Traditi(jn  has  it  that  the  land  on  which  tlie  lirst  cluirch 
stood  was  gi\en  liy  Sergeant  Mint.  In  the  Hint  .Me- 
morial Volume,  published  in  iS6o,  we  are  told  that 
Sergeant  Mint  "  ga\e  the  I'arish  one  acre  of  land  on 
which  the  first  nieeting-house  was  litiilt."  Ilut  it  will  lie 
noticed  in  the  abii\'e  description  of  the  nine  acres  of  the 
Putnam  estate,  that  the  l.ingtiage  is  "'land  gi\en  by 
Sergeant  Mint  for  the  //w'  of  the  meetiii";  house." 


RESIDENCE  OF  THOMAS  HICKEY, 
Miirr.iv  Sncet,  W.ikefu-ld. 


Right  here  it  perhaps  would  be  well  to  attempt  an 
answer  to  the  cpiery  which,  no  doubt,  has  suggested  itself 
to  the  reader,  why  the  proviso  was  inserted  in  the  vote  of 
1715,  by  the  town,  when  it  agre(;d  to  exchange  \\a)s  with 
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OF  THE  ANCIENT  'I'OWN  OF  REDDINO 


Sergeant  l'"lint.  'i'he  pro\iso,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  is 
without  meaning  unless  tiiere  was  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  tiie  Sergeant  and  the  town  as  to  the 
location  of  the  meeting-house  erected  at  that  time.  And 
we  are  inclined  to  tiie  belief  that  the  matter  in  dispute 


■■'  ^      '       RESIDENCE  OF  TIMOTHY  FOWLE, 
^      '  Park  Street,  North  Reading. 

was  whether  the  meeting-house  was  on  the  ten-rod  way 
or  on  the  land  of  the  Sergeant.  'I'hree  years  passed  be- 
fore the  exchange  of  lands  was  made,  and  meanwhile 
probably  the  matter  was  amicably  adjusted  by  the  Ser- 
geant waiving  his  claim  to  the  land  on  which  the  meet- 
ing-house stood  ;  this  gift  of  an  acre,  which  was  north 
and  west  of  the  church.  We  are  the  more  strongly  in- 
clined to  this  opinion  from  the  fact  that  the  old  church- 
yard lay  to  the  northwest  of  the  meeting- 
house, and  also  because  when,  in  1701,  it 
was  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting-house,  it 
was  to  be  "  on  land  given  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

The  new  ten-rod  way  to  Andover  taken 
in  exchange  for  the  "  Old  Andover  Road  " 
probably  began  at  the  stone  wall  near  the 
burying-ground,  and  was  connected  with 
the  road  that  came  up  by  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  Common,  by  a  way  which 
crossed  this  acre,  passing  near  the  meeting- 
house. This  is  the  reason,  probably,  why 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Putnam  estate 
follows  the  road,  and  its  southern  and  east- 
ern boundary  is  described  as  going  "  round 
the  acre  of  land." 

Tradition  says  that  the  land  on  which 
the  present  meeting-house  stands  was  given 
by  Rev.  Eliab  Stone,  the  second  nfmister 
of  the  old  North  Precinct.    'Phis  may  be  so,  for  in  1805 
Mr.  Stone  gave  an  acre  of  land  "  west  of  the  church," 
which  was  always  to  lie  in  common  —  no  other  building 
than  a  church  to  be  placed  upon  it.     This  land  must 
have  been  north  as  well  as  west  of  the  old  edifice,  it 


is  not  improbable  ihnt  the  [nestiil  iiiecling-house  may 
stand  on  land  bought  by  the  p;^ri^ll,  with  mone)'  given 
them  b)' the  town  in  1753.  In  a  report  made  b)'  a  com- 
mittee that  year,  one  may  read  this:  — 

We,  the  Siil)M  riheis,  liein,[;  ;i  ( 'mii iiiltl ee   lo   Sell  whut  (.111  lie 
.S]);treil  nf   the  ten   KikI,  (h   ten   I'ulew.i)',  at  e.n  h   I  jkI 

-, —  ,  of   the    l.dtts   ill    the    North    I'aiish,  \\  e    leiimT   .1^  ful- 

loweth  : 

We  have  .Stikl  to  ,M  r.  Joseph  lliim.ip  the  Six  I'ule 
against  his  J.nt  for  J7  |ii>uiuls  dkl  'leiior;  .Sold  to  Mr. 
W'illi.ini  t'ljton  all  at  the  .Xorlli  haul  of  his  l,olt,  for 
poiilltls  'I'weKe  Shillings  LawfiiU  Money;  .Sold  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Holt  the  Six  I'oleattlie  Xoiih  laid  of  his  l  olt 
for  I'light  I'otmds  l.awfiill  Mom/y  ;  —  Sold  to  Mi.  Willi. un 
Sawyer  wh.it  i  ,111  he  Spaieil  of  the  leii  I'ole  Tli.it  he  li.ilh 
within  his  feiKe  upon  the  .Xmlli  of  the  Uoad  .it  the 
South  faid  of  his  l.ott;  .md  also  .1  I'ieie  upon  the  South 
of  the  Koad  .\gaiiist  his  I'.ain  as  f.ir  .is  hi-,  Me.idow 
Hounds,  reser\ing"  a  three  I'ole  \\a\';  Sold  it  tor  litly 
I'ounds  okl  Tenor;  sLiid  lift)'  I'ounds  d'o  he  \'>led  to  the 
North  Parish  to  I'lireh.ise  the  .\eie  .Mre.uly  N'otrd,  and 
as  mueh  more  as  the  s'd  fifty  I'ounds  old  Tenor  W  ill 
Purchase  for  a  conveniency  ;dioiit  the  Meeting  Mouse  in 
the  North  Parish  and  for  .1  Ti.rining  field  (field  east  of 
the  present  Poor  House)  there, 

Abotit  1817,  the  road  whicii  now  runs  from 
the  meeting-house  to  the  ten-rod  wa)-,  now  [\\vk 
Street,  and  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Warren  A.  Campbell,  was  cut  throtigh  the  north- 
western portion  of  tile  Common.    In  1825,  a 
road  was  made  through  the  parish  land,  where  the  present 
village  of  North  Reading  is  situated,  and  the  land  lotted 
off  for  sale.    'Phis  highway  made  a  straight  coiuiection 
with  the  road  which  was  Iniilt  in  1738,  froiu  what  is  now 
Bow  Street  to  the  Lynn  line. 

'Phe  following  are  the  reports  of  the  committees 
recommending  the  laying  out  of  the  above-mentioned 
wav  :  — 


RESIDENCE  OF  MARTIN  L.  HA  ("WARD, 
Il.iyw.xrd  A\'emic',  Nttrlli  I-vL-adiiii;. 

keailing,  .Xorth  Pieeinct,  March  ye  ■;d,  ijj''^. 
'I'hese  may  certilie  ye  I'own  of  Reatling,  'Ph. it  Wee,  ye  Sid)- 
serihers.  Do  ( iive  free  Liberty  of  a  1 1  igh  way  over  our  mill  1  )am,  ye 
'Powil  Paying  a  way  o\er  s\l  Dam  iV  oxer  ye  ri\er  al)o\e  s'd  mill  ;  ye 
'Pown  maintaining  one  'Phird  of  ye  (iravell  |)ait  of  s'd  lligli  way  Ov 
wee,  ye  Snhsi  riliers,  1  >o  Promise  to  maintain  y  e  other  I  wo  thirds 
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RESIDEMCE  OF  WARREN  EATOM, 
Corner  of  I'ark  and  Wasliington  Streets,  North  Reading. 


W'e,  ye  .Sul)sci  11  lers,  l!cii\o  Sclucl  men  nf  kculinu, 
lia\e  laiil  nnt  a  two  I'ciU-  way  from  yu  Mint  mill  in  ye 
Xorlh  I'lecincl  To  I ,)  n  1  ,ine  vi/..:  fi(im  ye  N  ew  I'.iid^e 
lly  ye  com  mill  To  a  gray  oake  lly  William  I'linl 
fence,  \  so  as  \e  lence  Now  goeth  'fill  we  i  ome  u|i 
ye  Hill  To  a  Small  While  oake  Spliced  on  ye  Side 
of  ye  Hill  li\  s'd  flint  orchard,  X:  from  Thence  'I'o  a 
Small  While  oake,  \  from  I'lience  'l"o  a  (iiay  oake 
Xearto\eokl  Saw  mill  1  )ani  (brook  this  sitle  the 
est.iteof  the  late  Jacob  Mcliitire),  l\;  over  I'ttst  the 
I  >am  To  a  Small  white  oake,  &  from  Thence  To  a 
great  ciotcheil  gray  oake,  from  Thenc  e  To  I  .)'n 
I  ,ine  N  ear  to  s'd  I'  lint  w.ill. 

l-j;!  Nl./l  l;    l-'lJN  I,  ~j 

TlliiMXS  Nil  iKil.s,  [^Selectmen. 

I'l  ii  i;  1;mi  i;su.\,  J 

The  above  way  laitl  out  No\.  .S,  17  jS. 

'I'liL'  old  parisli  "  liiirying  ground  "  was  a 
few  rods  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  present 


of  ye  firavell  I'art  which  is  our  Mam,  So 
long  as  wee  keep  ti]!  a  mill  or  mills  There; 
iS:  Do  obleige  imi'  seh  es  or  I  leivs  iV  assignes 
To  I'erform  ye  .Same. 

D.will.  l't;i\A\l, 

I'JU.M./I'  1;  l'"ll\l', 

I'.iii'.N  i;/i:i;    Fl.l.N  i',  }vs., 
<  '1  I  1  lUOI.    ft  I  \  f, 
1 1  IN  A  I  11. w    h'l.I.N  I', 
W  I  II  I  AM    I'lI.X  |-. 

The  al)o\e  is  a  Trtie  C  opy. 

Recorded  bv  I'eter  I'.merson,  I'own 
Clerk. 

Reatling,  North  I'recinct,  March  ye  3d,  i/  yS- 
'I'liese  may  certilie  ye  town  of  Reading 
That  wee,  ye  Snbsi  ribers,  I'roiitise  To  (ii\  e 
Soliciencv  of  Land  for  an  lligh  way  from 
ye  Ki\er  'I'ill  it  comes  to  William  l  linls 
Rand,  ye  Town  Laying  ye  lligh  w  .ly  Iheie. 
Ki!1-;n i./i;i:  Li  int, 

|ll\.\  1  I1A\    Ll.l.X  f, 

Wil  l  lAM  Li.iN  r. 
The  alxn  e  is  a  Lnie  (^'opy- 
Attest  :  I'eter  ICmerson,  'I'own  Clerk. 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  HARRIET  N.  FLINT, 
Main  Street,  Wakefield. 


RESIDENCE  OF  SAMUEL  K.  HAMILTON, 
Yale  .Avenne,  Wakefield. 


cliurch  structure.  The  une\'en  sur- 
face and  the  richer  \'ertUire  i^a\e 
evidence  of  its  Ujcation  as  late  as 
the  middle  of  the  jjresent  century. 

August  9,  1851,  the  parish  \oled 
to  give  School  District  No.  1  per- 
mission to  locate  its  house  on  tiie 
Common,  near  the  site  of  the  first 
meeting-house.  This  building  was 
afterwards  mo\'ed  to  its  present 
location,  on  land  of  the  late  Dr. 
(Iiosvenor. 

In  1856,  the  parish  gave  its  Com- 
mon and  meeting-house  to  the  town 
under  certain  restrictions.  In  1857, 
the  town  enlarged  its  Common  by 
buying  of  Mr.  Warren  A.  Camp- 
bell from  a  cjuarter  to  a  half  acre 
of  land  which  joined  its  western 
boundary. 

The  Common  now  contains  not 
far  from  three  acres. 


■■  -til)     1"  Hi 


HE  .services  held  in  the  ( "ongret^atioiial 
house  of  worsiiip  in  Wakefield  on  the 
e\-ening  of  the  27th  of  May,  1S94,  were 
''f'M^  haijpil)'  .sug;4"estive  of  the  progressi\'e 
^^^^^Xjii  de\'elopment  of  religions  life  in  the  com- 
munity from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present.  The  edi- 
fice itself,  to  wiiose  strength  and  beaut)'  nature  and  art 
contributed  their  blended  gifts,  suggested  the  vitalit}'  of 
Christian  faith  and  the  permanence  of  Christian  institu- 
tions amid  the  mighty  and  complex  movements  of  modern 
life.  Representatives  of  the  ancient  church  and  her 
ministry  spoke  of  two  and  a  half  centuries  of  continuous 
worship  and  s|)iritual  service  since  the  settlers  bla/ed 
their  wa)'  through  the  ].ynn  woods  and  built  their  lirsl 
rough  meeting-house  between  the  lakes.  Churches  of 
the  same  denominational  name,  somewhat  her  debtor  for 
their  own  existence  and  nurture,  sent  messages  of  filial 
congratulation.  And  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies 
came  greetings  of  fraternity  and  good-will,  intimating 
that  old  antagonisms  had  passed  away,  and  that  one 
spirit  and  one  purpose  are  uniting  churches  and  Chris- 
tians of  e\'ery  name.  ( )f  this  religious  progress,  which  is 
like  the  expanding  life  of  a  plant,  tended  by  faithful 
hands,  yet  growing  through  the  agency  of  unseen  forces 
and  sometimes  developing  in  unlooked-for  wa)'s,  it  is  our 
pri\'ilege  to  oifer  a  sketch  to  t!ie  readers  of  this  \olinne. 

I.    Thic  First  Mici'/nNG-HDUsK,  1644-16S8-9. 

In  1720,  Re\'.  Richard  llrown,  fifth  minister  of  the 
First  Church,  or  the  Congregational  church,  of  WakelieUl, 
entered  u]}on  the  recortls  the  following  :  — 

"  A  Copy  of  ye  Covenant  made  at  ye  gathering  of  ye 
first  chh.  in  Reading,  in  New  England  about  ye  yr.  1644." 
While  the  loss  of  a  few  precious  pages  from  the  earliest 
book  of  records  renders  an  unconditional  statement  as  to 
the  time  of  gathering  this  church  impossible,  the  local  tra- 
dition that  it  occurred  in  1644  has  very  strong  support.  * 
It  was,  therefore,  about  the  twenty-iifth  church  founded 


*  See  '*  Massat  luisetts  Htst.irit  .il  Cnlletlioiis,''  second  series,  Vol.  VI  I.  pai;e  51  ; 
also  tliird  series,  \'(il.  Ul,|i.i'4c  (S|;  .ils.i  seeiiiid  series,  \'..l.  V I .  i>.i,i;e  .(if.(Hiili- 
li.u.l's  "  I  lisiory  ol  Neu  luiglaiul  "  )  i  "  .\  Cuiiiniciiioralive  SkelUi,"  liy  Rev.  (.  Ii.n  les 
K.  lili.ss,  [lage  S,  iiule. 


in  llie  .Massachusetts  colony,  and  is  in  age  the  nineteenth 
among  the  Congregational  chuixhes  now  existing  in  the 
common  w  ealth. 

'I'he  first  page  of  the  extant  records  is  gi\en  here- 


with 


(IM  2^r^  ocs,  ^ 


The  covenant  referred  to  by  Rev.  Riciiarcl  brown,  b\- 
which  the  first  members  bound  tliemselves  into  a  church, 
resembles  very  closely  throughout,  and  is  in  some  por- 
tions apparently  a  verbal  transcrij.)!  of  the  longer  co\enant 
of  the  Salem  church,  adopted  there  in  1636.*  It  is 
substantially  tiie  covenant  subscribed  to  by  the  original 
members  of  the  north  and  west  parish  churches.  l'"or 

'  "(  reeds  .ind  I'l.illorms  of  Coii-re.^alioiialisli],"'  ])r.  WiUiston  W.ilker,  pajje 

iioii.  ■  ■ 
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one  luiiulred  and  twenty  years  the  First  Church  had  no 
formal  creed  or  confessifm  of  fail]i.  Indi\'iduals  who 
wished  to  become  meml)ers  ^Mve  an  oral  or  written 
"relation  "'  of  relij^ious  experience  and  tloctrinal  belief, — 


FIRST  MEETING-HOUSE  IN  ANCIENT  READING,  1644. 


as  is  still  the  custom, —  and  were  received  by  assenting  to 
this  covenant.  So  interestini;  a  symbol  claims  a  place 
upon  these  pages. 

'I'lir:  cox'iAA  x'l'. 

We,  \^ll(>^L■  naiUL';  art.-  uikIltw  rittcii,  ilo  lovuiianl  with  the  l.ortl, 
anil  wilh  oiil-  aiK itliur,  aiul  il<i  sokniiily  liiiul  oui"-.ul\ fs  1)ff<-ire  the 
Lord  ami  lli-.  people  that  we  will,  thioin;h  the  lielp  of  (/hrist 
strengthenint;  of  iis,  walk  after  the  l.onl  in  all  II  is  w  avs  accurding  as 
He  lias  traced  iheni  out  to  ns  in  Mis  word  of  giace  and  truth. 

And,  I.  \\c  aNoiich  the  I  .oid  to  he  our  (loil,  antl  give  up  our- 
selves (with  our  seed  after  u>  in  their  generations)  to  be  His  |jeople, 
in  the  tiulh  and  sineerilv  of  oin  liearts. 

J.  We  gi\  e  oursehes  up  lo  the  l.oril  jesus  Christ,  to  he  ndeil  and 
guitled  hy  llini  in  the  matters  of  Ills  w  oi>h  ip,  and  in  our  whole  con- 
versation, acknowledging  llini  not  onlv  our  alone  Sa\ior,  hut  also 
our  l\ing,  .'so\  ereign,  and  Rider  o\  er  us,  ,nid  om"  I'lophet  anil  i'eai  hei' 
l)V  Ills  woul  and  spiiit,  forsaking  .dl  other  teachers  and  doclriues, 
winch  lie  has  not  i  (jnini.uided  ;  and  we  wholly  disi_laini  our  own 
righteousness  in  ])oint  of  j  usi  ifu.  at  ion,  and  look  to  it  as  filthy  rags, 
and  do  i  le,i\ e  unto  lliui  for  rigli I eou-^ues-^  and  life,  gr.ice  and  glory. 

W  e  do  f.irlher  promise,  l>\'  the  help  of  (  hiisl,  to  walk  with 
our  hrelhren  aiul  sisters  of  the  congieg.ition,  in  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  lo\ e,  w  atching  o\'er  tlieui  .md  caring  for  them  ;  avoitling 
all  jealousies,  superstitions,  backbitings,  ceusui  ings,  (piarrelings,  and 
secret  risings  of  heart  against  them  ;  f(ngi\  ing  and  forbeai  ing,  and 
yet  seasonably  admonishing  and  lestming  them  by  a  spirit  of  meek- 
ness, ami  set  them  in  joint  .ig.iin  lli.it  ha\e  been  thnnigh  inlirmily 
o\'ertaken  in  an_\'  t.iult  among  us. 

.\.  W  e  will  not  in  ihe  i  ongi eg.il ion  be  foiward  to  shew  our  gifts 
orpaits  in  speaking,  uoi  be  re, uly  lo  disgrai  e  our  brethren,  or  tlisco\ er 
t  lieii  f.iiliug>,  but  ,11 1  end  an  orderly  c.ill  before  w  e  put  fiM  lh  our- 
sehes, doing  nolhing  to  the  olleiise  of  the  churrh,  but  in  all  things 
eiideavoi  ing  our  ow  u  .md  our  brethren's  editicilion  .uid  trust  in  ( lod. 

5.  W'e  f.irlher  bind  oursehes,  in  the  strength  of  Christ,  to  labor 
how  we  may  acUmice  the  gospel,  and  how  we  may  advance  the 
kingdom  of  ('hrisi,  ami  how  we  iiki\  win  and  gain  them  that  are 
witli(jut,  and  how  we  may  settle  gr.ice  ami  peace  among  ourseh  es, 
and  .seek,  as  iniich  as  in  us  lietli,  the  pe.ice  of  all  the  churches, 
seeking  the  help,  and  counsel,  ami  direction  of  other  churches  if 
need  l)e,  not  putting  any  slumhling  block  i)efore  any,  but  laboring 
lo  abstain  from  all  appearance  of  e\ il. 

6.  W'e  do  hereljy  promise  to  beluue  aiiil  demean  ourselves 
obediently  in  all  lawful  things  to  those  that  God  hath  placed  over 
us  in  the  (.'liurcli  and  Conimonw  ealt  h  ;  know  ing  that  it  is  our  duty 
not  to  griex  e  them,  but  to  encourage  them  in  their  places,  and  in 
the  administration  of  their  charge  that  (iod  hath  comniitted  to 
them. 

7.  We  lesobe  in  the  same  slreiigth  to  approv  e  ourselves  in  our 
particular  callings,  shuuniug  idleness,  not  slothful  in  Inisiiiess,  know  - 


ing th.it  idleness  is  the  bane  of  any  society,  etc.  Xeilherwill  we  de.il 
h.irdly  or  oppressingly  with  any  wherein  we  .ue  Ihe  I -ord's  stew  .irds  ; 
promising  to  our  best  .ibilities,  lo  te.icli  our  chiUlreii  the  good 
knowledge  of  the  I.okI,  th.il  they  m.iy  also  learn  to  serve  ,ind  fear 
him  with  iis,  ih.it  it  may  go  well  with  them  and  with  us  forever. 

Imaginrtion  reproduces  that  lirst  humble,  rougii  meet- 
ing-house near  the  present  corner  of  Main  and  Albion 
Streets,  that  "  Redding  built  with  little  silver  mettle,"  as 
an  early  work,  disclosing  jjoetic  intentions,  informs  us.* 
The  building  belonged  to  tire  days  of  "  sc|uare  log 
houses  with  their  clay-filled  chinks,  surmounted  with 
steep  roofs  thatched  with  long  straw  or  grass,  and  often 
with  only  beaten  earth  for  a  door."  j  Windows  of  oiled 
paper  or  lozenge-shaped  panes  set  in  lead  admitted 
light.  Wolves'  heads  frec|uently  ornamented  the  logs 
outside,  while  the  stocks  and  the  pillory  stood  threat- 
eningly by.  The  beating  of  a  drum  may  have  an- 
nounced the  liour  of  ser\'ice  for  the  militant  church  and 
congregation,  who  came  escorted  by  a  "competent  num- 
ber of  pieces,  fixed  and  compleat  with  powder,  and  shot, 
and  swords,"  as  an  order  of  1640  re(|uired.  \'oiiths 
antl  maidens,  old  men  and  children,  standing,  or  seated 
on  long,  narrow  benches  matle  of  rough  planks  placed 
on  legs,  listened  in  the  icy  chillness  of  winter  or  the 
stilling,  woody  heat  of  summer,  to  prayers  and  sermons 
whose  length  drew  forth  the  naive  confession  that  "  we 
have  a  strong  weakness  in  New  F.ngland,  that  when  we 
are  speaking  we  know  not  how  to  conclude.'' 

Neither  in  this  house  nor  iii  its  successor  were  the 
Scriptures  read  without  comment.  It  is  probable  that 
attempts  were  made  there  to  render  musically  the  psalms 
from  the  I'salm-Book  of  Henry  Ainsworth,  in  use  at 
Salem  until  1667,  and  from  which  Priscilla,  tiie  Purit.m 
maiden,  was  singing,  when  John  .\lden  went  on  his 
errand.  Possibly,  before  the  increasing  numbers  in  the 
settlement  crowded  this  little  building  so  fidl  as  to  re- 
quire a  larger  structure,  the  "  lia)'  Psalm-Rook,"  issued 
at  Cambridge  about  1640,  with  its  almost  eciually  un- 
rhythmical lines,  had  replaced  the  former  treasured  vol- 
ume. And  to  hint  that  offerings  may  ha\e  been  recei\'ed 
there  for  Indian  missions,  under  Kliot  and  the  Mayhews, 
would  not  be  w  ildly  fanciful,  t 

Any  sincere  effort  to  recall  the  religious  life  of  those 
days  must  in\'est  this  lowd)-  house  with  a  dignity  which 
e\'en  costly  granite  walls  and  artistic  furnishings  can- 
not rival,- —  the  house  of  prayer  for  men,  strong  and 
true  to  one  another  and  to  God,  molded  in  their  Eng- 
lish homes,  and  in  the  wilderness,  by  heroic  aspirations 
and  lofty  ideals  for  the  indi\  idual  and  the  commonwealth. 
Their  first  minister  was  Henry  Green,  ordained  from 
among  themselves  Nov.  5,  1645,  "  a  young  man  of  good 
abilities  to  preach  the  Word,  and  of  very  humble  behav- 
iour." §  Samuel  Haugh,  "  studious  to  promote  the  truths 
of  Christ,"^  followed  him  (i 650-1 662).  Then  came  John 
Prock,  whom  Cotton  IMather  includes  among  the  "learned 
men  who  have  been  the  issue  and  honor  of  Harvard 
College,"  and  whose  special  honor  was  his  goodness  and 

*"  Mass.ichuselts  Historical  Cullerlion,"  Fmiilli  Series,  Vol.  I.,  page  201. 
1  "  Tlie  Sabbath  in  I'lirit.in  New  Englaiul,"  Mrs.  Alice  iMuise  Karle. 
i  "  .Amci  ican  CliurLli  History  Series,"  Vol.  111.,  page  idG. 
§  .Massacluisells  llismrit.il  CnUectioii  Series  j,  \  ul.  7,  page  51. 
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tlic  closeness  ol  his  walk  witli  Ciocl.*  Su|)|iorting  these 
pastors  and  te.iehers,  and  leadinj;-  tlie  lonj;'  line  of  noble 
men  wlio  haw  ser\'etl  in  the  deaeon's  oHiee  in  the 
churches  of  the  connminit}',  were  William  (  '(jwilrey,  town 
clerk  f(jr  more  than  forty  \'ears  and  selectman  for  o\'er 
thirty;  'I'homas  I'arker,  whom  tradition  connects  with 
KeaclinL;,  l'ait;land  ;  Thomas  Iveiulall,  John  Pearson,  and 
Zachary  Filch. 

l!)'  the  terms  of  a  law  of  1631,  onl\'  churcir  members 
were  freemen,  (|ualilied  to  \(;le.  i  In  163S,  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  a  town  were  ordered  b\'  the  (.'olony  Court  to 
contribute  to  tlie  support  ol  religious  ortlinances.i'  At- 
tendance upon  the  services  of  the  Lord's  1  )ay,  and  fast 
days,  were  made  compulsory  by  statute  in  iGiG.f  Church 
and  Slate  were  practically  identical.  Hearing  to  these 
shores  tiie  slock  of  freedom,  and  planting  it  deep,  the 
founders  of  the  l!ay  CoUjuy  thought  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish their  own  form  of  worship  by  law,  and  dared 
not  leave  to  the  free  will  of  the  people  the  maintenance 
of  churches. 

But  one  finds  e\-en  in  the  da\-s  of  the  lirsl  meeting- 
house signs  of  movements  which  in  time  were  to  loosen 
these  bonds,  and  expand  life  in  the  church  and  com- 
munity. The  representati\ e  from  Ivcdding  in  1650. 
Capt.  Richard  Walker,  with  live  others,  dissented  from 
the  decree  of  the  court  ordering  William  I'ynchon's 
book  to  the  tire,  on  account  of  its  alleged  heretical  sen- 
timents. Three  years  later,  Henry  Felch  is  convicted  of 
"  departing  the  jniblic  assembly  where  the  ordinance  of 
(infant)  baptism  is  about  to  be  administered."  In  1672, 
a  husband  and  wife  were  summoned  to  answer  ''for  not 
coming  to  the  publique  worship  of  God  on  the  Lord's 
Day  ";  and  subseqviently  the  husband  is  convicted  of 
"bringing  up  his  children  in  a  rude,  irreligious,  profane, 
and  barbarous  manner." 

'i'he  fervor  of  tiie  Puritan  revival  in  which  the  first  New 
iMigland  cluuches  were  fcuinded  gradually  cooled,  and 
the  l3'pe  of  piety  becime  less  intensely  evangelical.  ll 
has  been  estimated  that  by  1676,  li\e  out  of  every  six 
men  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony  were  not  members  of 
the  church. I  P(jlitical  considerations  of  moment  were 
raised  by  this  condition  of  affairs.  Put  what  was  prob- 
ably of  more  serious  concern  to  the  religious  leaders  of 
tiiat  generation,  was  the  separation  of  so  many  people  of 
intelligence  and  moral  worth  from  the  churches.  How  [o 
reach  the  unchurched  was  the  [problem  two  and  a  quarter 
centuries  ago. 

The  Half-Way  Covenant  "  device  was  approved  by 
a  synod  which  convened  in  lioston  in  1662.  'Phe 
most  prominent  of  the  hrst  and  second  generations  of 
jNIassachusetts  ministers  were  present.  Rev.  Mr.  Haugh, 
of  Redding,  was  among  them  and,  while  attending  its 
sessions,  was  seized  with  a  fatal  illness,  dying  in  the 
prime  of  life.  It  was  there  decided  that  men  and  women 
baptized  in  infancy  might  simply  declare  their  belief  in 
the  Pible  and  Christianity,  and  then,  if  of  blameless  life, 


*See  "  A  Coimueindialive  Sketch."    P.iRu  u 
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be  SO  far  accounted  members  of  the  t  hurch  as  to  present 
their  children  for  b.q)tism. 

That  one  like  Mr.  liioi  k  shouUl  have  sanctioned  this 
course,  as  he  e\iilenlly  did,  is  an  indication  that  the 
motive  of  this  famous  Half-way  Covenant  was  religious 
and  not  chielly  political.*  It  was  ho[)ed  that  church  and 
people  niiglU  be  brought  into  closer  symi)athy,  and  ih.it 
"  associated  or  alfilialed  "  members  W(nild  at  length  be- 
ccjme  full  meml^ers  b)'  virtue  of  a  pers(jnal  religicnis 
experience. 

A  (|uaint  record  of  Nov.  2,  1687,  stales  that  at  a  church 
meeting  the  "  names  of  their  Adult  childieai  were  desiretl 
and  gix'cn  lh.it  according  to  their  luiiuber,  a  jjlace  ol 
meeting  for  iheir  awakening  might  be  .q)|ioiiiteil."  "  'i'he 
meeting  attended,  the  most  cjI  )e  Adult  children  of  \'e 
Church  were  instructed  referring  to  the  duty  of  owning 
the  Covenant  &  exhorted,  coniforletl  iS:  charged,  .\s  the 
case  of  any  required,  X:  told  —  yt  after  such  a  lime  for 
their  serious  consideration  they  had  liberty  to  ye  elders 
to  be  examined,  and  giving  (them)  encouragement,  there 
were  several  of  them  propounded  to  ye  Church,  and  then 
to  ye  congregation,  \:  nothing  scandalous  oljjected  within 
a  fourtnight,  were  owned  in  order  to  ye  children's  bap- 
tism." Side  by  side  in  the  records  of  two  centuries  ago 
are  the  names  of  those  who  simpK'  owned  the  Co\'enanl 
and  of  those  who  were  admitted  into  full  communion  and 
to  the  Lord's  Supper.  After  1732,  the  names  in  the 
former  list  are  few,  and  the  last  was  entered  in  1745. 

In  1678,  one  reads  of  an  over-filled  meeting  htjuse. 
Put  though  a  rate  of  £Go  or  /"70  was  ordered  the  next  year 
and  an  additional  one  later,  the  nuuiey  appears  to  ha\e 
been  expended  upon  the  old  building,  in  the  purchase  of 
land,  and  in  erecting  the  first  parsonage,  which  stood 
south  of  the  place  of  worship.  The  total  cost  of  this 
ancient  manse,  including  land  and  labor,  was  ^^333,  16s., 
and  2d. 

l)uring  the  year  i6S8,  subscriptions  for  a  l.irger  house 
of  worship  were  solicited  in  earnest,  and  somewhat  more 
than  ^365  was  obtained  from  one  hundred  and  nine  suIj- 
scribers.  Individual  contributions  \  aried  from  /,"io  to  ,1 
single  shilling.  I'arties  contributed  from  what  is  now 
Stoneham,   Lynnlield,.  North    Reading,    Reatling,  and 


SECOND  MEETING-HOUSE  IM  OLD  PARISH. 
Krccteil  in  ii.S.j. 

Wakefield.  The  new  building,  as  the  accompanying  pho- 
tograph shows,  resembled  the  famous  "Old  'i'unnel  "  of 
Lynn  and  the  "  Old  Ship,"  still  standing  at  Hingham, 

*  "  Annjiic.m  Cluuxli  History  Series,"  \'ol.  111.,  p.ige  173. 
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both  of  whicli  l)clonjj,  to  llic  same  tlccadL'.  It  stood  at 
tlic  lieacl  of  r.ake  (^uannapowitt,  west  of  and  near  the  site 
of  tile  present  Con^rei;"ational  liuuse  of  worship. 

11.    i;i;(;i.\'.\'iN(js  IN  ■I'lir;  Noi<ru  I'akisii,  i6i;o-i  732. 

The  Ipswieh,  or  "  ^reat  ri\  er,"  l)eyond  wiiieii  the  colony 
court  liad  granted  in  1651  to  the  inhabitants  of  RedcUng 
"a  certayne  tract  of  land,  aljout  two  miles  content," 
formed  a  natural  line  of  division  within  the  limits  of  the 
enlarged  township.  From  the  lirst  meeting-house  to  the 
rising  ground  on  the  n(jrth  of  the  Ipswieh  is  live  miles. 


THE  PUTNAM  HOUSE, 
l!ow  Street,  North  Reading. 

One  uf  the  olilebt  lum^c^  in  town.  lliiili  by  the  Kev.  I'aniel  Putnam,  tiie  lirst  Congrcg.itional 
minister  of  tlie  Xnrili  P.irisli  ot  Ke.iding,  who  was  ordained  June  29,  1720,  at  the  age  of  2^  years,  .md 
wlto  died  in  175')     'f'he  Imuse  li.is  a]\\a\  s  Ijeen  and  still  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Putnam  faiuiU  . 


The  "freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  Redding" 
\'oted  unanimousl}'  in  1696,  that  as  soon  as  there  should 
be  a  ''suitable  and  competent  number  of  inhabitants" 
settled  on  the  tract  of  land  beyond  the  river,  including 
''Sadler's  Neck,"  antl  when  they  "do  call  and  settle  and 
maintain  a  godly,  learned,  and  orthodo.x  minister,"  tiiey 
should  be  free  from  j^aying  for  the  support  of  the  ministry 
on  the  south  sitle  or  at  the  l''irst  Church.  Two  reasons 
f(jr  this  action  are  gi\  en.  One  is  the  glory  of  (lod  through 
the  upiiolding  and  prcMiiotion  of  public  worship;  the  other 
is  fraternal  ctuisitleratitjn  for  th(.)se  of  their  brethren  who 
lived  so  far  from  the  meeting-house,  as  that  they  "often- 
times cannot  come,  and  seldom  can  bring  their  children." 

A  petition  to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  parish  was  denied 
in  tyii.but  when  renewed  in  1713,  it  was  granted.  The 
people  of  the  North  Precinct  or  parish  had  already  given 
e\'idence  of  their  sincere  intention  to  meet  the  conditions 
on  which  they  were  to  be  separated.  They  had  asked 
advice  of  the  town  as  to  the  site  of  their  proposed  meet- 
ing-house (  1709).  A  year  or  two  before  the  precinct  was 
formed  some  kind  of  a  building  for  religious  purposes  had 
been  begun.*  December,  17 13,  tlie  parish  voted  "to 
chous  two  persons  to  tret  with  a  gentilman  to  prech  to  us 
in  order  to  a  settlement  amongst  us."  t  I'he  following 
April  it  was  voted  to  "put  body-seats"  into  the  meeting- 


*  liev.  I'Mialj  Stone,  "  Half  Century  Sermon,"  iSii. 
t  North  l^arish  Kecords. 


house,  which  vote  was  socjn  re\ersed,  and  it  was  ilecitled 
also,  "not  to  see  anj'thing  in  older  to  putting  up  a 
pulpit."  The  same  )-ear  (1714)  the  town  agrees  to 
give  the  north  parish  /,'3o,  one  hall  when  the  nieeting- 
liouse  shall  be  finished,  and  the  other  iiall  win  11  they 
buikl  a  ministerial  house.  Oilers  of  scttlemenl  \vi;re 
made  lo  two  or  three  ministers,  but  declined.  in  1717, 
"  twenty  sliiUings  and  entertainment  "  .ire  to  be  (jlleied 
to  a  "gentillman  that  shall  come  and  prech  among  us." 
from  week  to  week  as  a  supply.  The  same  year  tliey  will 
"settle  a  minister  among  them  as  fast  as  they  can  and  in 
tlie  liest  method  they  can."  between  tlie 
nule  and  fading  lines  of  the  earliest  records 
are  clearly  visible  the  good-will  and  s\  111- 
pathy  of  the  J''irst  Church,  the  cordi.il  .iiul 
grateful  feeling  of  the  north  [larisli,  and 
the  strenuous,  almost  pathetic,  ellorts  ol  a 
resolute  people  without  lilieral  means  to 
maintain  the  institutions  of  religion. 

In  171.S,  their  prayers  and  toils  are  re- 
warded. A  )'oung  graduate  of  llar\  ard  Col- 
lege, class  of  1717,  haniel,  stjii  ol  benjamin 
I'utnani,  of  Danvers,  and  nephew  of  one 
of  his  future  ]iarishioners,  Seigt.  Ceorge 
blint,  began  to  jjieach  for  them.  An  iiivita- 
lit)ii  to  settle  at  a  salary  of  £GG  and  fifteen 
cords  of  wood  annuall\-  w  as  accej^ted.  Instead 
of  the  proposed  settlement  of  /,  100  the 
ministerial  house  was  ljuilt.  It  is  still  staiul- 
ing  on  ]!ow  Street,  and  is  occujiied  b)-  .Mr. 
Ceorge  Putnam,  a  descendant.  The  lormal 
organizatit)!!  of  the  church  ami  the  ordin- 
ation of  its  first  pastor  followed,  June  jij,  1  j  20. 
'Piiirt)'-nine  j^ersons,  twelve  men  of  whom  were  tlisinissed 
from  the  First  Church,  signed  the  historic  covenant. 

'bheir  hrst  house  of  worslii|)  probably  had  lieen  com- 
jileted.  Standing  on  what  now  is  the  Common,  southeast 
of  the  present  I ' niversalist  church  and  the  town  hall,  it 
served  as  the  meeting-house  until  175:;.  A  portion  ol  it, 
which  is  generally  considered  the  porch,  or  some  kind  of 
an  adtlition,  ha\  ing  been  many  things  to  \arious  parties, 
—  schoolliouse,  grocery  store,  and  shop, —  may  still  be 
seen  on  Chestnu-t  Street,  on  the  estate  of  1).  G.  Faton. 

FAC-SIMILE  OF  HANDWRITIMG  OF  REV.  DAMIEL  PUTfJAM. 

The  pastoral  labors  of  ^fr.  Putnam  continued  fully 
forty  years,  or  until  his  death,  in  1759.  He  was  a  man  of 
ability  and  piety.  The  necessity  for  economy  and  sacri- 
fices on  the  part  of  pastor  and  people  was  continuous. 
The  membership  of  the  church  slowly  increased,  almost 
exactly  live  each  year  being  the  average  number  of  addi- 
tions from  1720  to  1759-  biie  earnestness  and  spirit  of 
their  hrst  pastor  are  strikingly  shown  by  the  story  of  his 
prayer  during  the  great  earthquake  in  1727.  When 
shocks  were  felt,  as  he  himself  notes,  rejieatedly,  lasting 
at  times  "  three  months  and  at  the  end  ol  three  months 
\er)'  hard,"  his  anxious  |n;ople  came  to  him  iiupiiring 
what  they  should  do.     Opening  his  windtjw   in  silence, 
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and  reaching  fortli  liis  liancls  toward  heaven,  he  prayed  : 
"O  Lord,  sliake  thou  the  hearts  of  sinners  by  thy 
Spirit,  as  thou  art  now  siiaking  the  earth  by  thy  power." 
Tiien,  closinjj;  tiie  window,  lie  dismissed  his  callers,  doubt- 
less awed  if  not  comforted. 

Thomas  Taylor  and  John  Harnden  were  the  first 
deacons  of  the  north  parish  church.  When  elected,  the 
pastor  gave  them  a  charge  which  was  short  and  compre- 
hensive according  to  his  own  record,  that  they  might  know 
in  what  their  duties  consisted.  With  the  name  of  the 
second  of  these  office  bearers,  also  the  hrst  parish  clerk 
of  the  precinct,  belongs  the  story  of  that  savage  attack 
by  night  upon  a  lonely  and  low  cottage  in  what  is  now 
Wilmington,  but  was  then  Reading,  where  five  Indians 
surprised  the  mother  with  her  children  during  the  father's 
absence,  killing  four  of  the  family,  including  Mrs.  Harn- 
den, and  making  captives  of  the  others,  who  were  soon 
after  rescued.  * 

A  church  was  organized  at  Lynnfield,  as  in  the  north 
parish,  in   1720;  nine  years  later  one  was  gathered  at 
Stoneham  ;  in  1733,  Wilmington  had  a  church  of  her  own. 
To  form  all  these  the  First  Church  gave  of  her  member- 
ship.    Meanwhile,  throughout  the  pastorates  of  Rev. 
Jonathan    I'ierpont  and   Rev.   Richard   Rrown,  each  of 
twenty  years  with  an  interval  of  three  years  between 
them,  the  original  church  increased  in  numbers  and 
strength.     In    1720,  the   membership  numbered  two 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  not  including  the  twelve  dis- 
missed to  the  north  parish,  nor  the  six  to  Lynntield. 

There  is  an  interesting  tradition  that  Rev.  Mr.  Ikown 
held  services  in  the  old  Jaquith  house  in  the  present 
Reading  the  year  of  his  death  (1732). 

III.     THK   b^VANCKI.HAI.  A  WA  k  KN' I  N( '.,  1733-1765. 

When  believing  Daniel  Rutnain  prayed  like  a  He- 
brew prophet  in  the  midst  of  earthquake  shocks,  his 
wildest  dream  of  an  answer  could  hardly  have  antici- 
pated the  marvelous  spiritual  upheaval  which  was  to 
occur  in  a  little  more  than  a  decade.  The  "  Creat 
Awakening,"  in  which  Jonathan  Edwards  and  George 
Whiteheld  so  prominently  tigured,  stirred  religious 
life  in  New  F.ngland  to  its  depths,  and  left  results 
of  profound  import  to  the  student  of  ecclesiastical 
progress. 

At  first  in  the  history  of  our  churches  the  life  of  Cod 
in  the  soul  of  man,  or  religion,  was  apprehended  al- 
most exclusively  upon  the  di\ine  side.  The  type  of 
theology  was  Calvinistic,  the  type  of  piety  evangelical  ; 
emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  vital  experience  of  religion 
through  the  working  of  di\  ine  grace. 

Gradually,  however,  the  rigid  quality  of  this  type  had 
yielded  to  intluence  which  may  be  termed,  collectively, 
humanitarian.  Beneath  the  terms  of  the  Half-Way  Cove- 
nant is  the  recognition  of  the  wortli,of  blameless  living, 
moral  aims,  and  intellectual  convictions  of  truth.  In- 
sistence u|)on  the  efticiency  of  human  efforts  to  obtain 
salvation — or  Arminianism  in  theology  —  was  leading 
religious  thought  away  from  the  idea  of  absolute  depend- 
ence upon  the  Higher  Power.    Eminent  writers  of  the 

*  "  Massacluisetts  Historical  Records,"  Series  3,  Vol.  VI.,  page  227. 


last  tpiarter  ol  the  seventeenth  i  cntui)'  lucnirn  lU'cr  the 
decline  of  religious  vitalil)',  and  the  low,  unemotional 
phases  of  preaching  and  piety. 

In  J  734,  Jonathan  l-'dwards  preached  at  Northampton, 
denj'ing  the  effectual  powei"  of  wiiat  man  can  do  for  hiiu- 
self,  however  well  done,  in  securing  the  iiighest  good. 
Six  years  later  the  evangelist  Whitefield  api^eared  at 
Newport,  foimd  southern  New  F'.nglantl  gUjwing  with 
religious  fervor,  aiul  his  own  journe)'  little  less  than  a 
triumphal  march.  All  classes  and  re[)resentati\es  of  all 
shades  of  opinion  were  as  one  in  welcoming  him.  .SlKii  p 
antagonisms,  excesses  of  conduct  and  s|)eech,  conlrox  ei  sies 
over  points  of  doctrine  suhse(|ucntly  arose,  sowing  the 
seeds  of  division  among  the  churches. 

The  north  parish  minister  wiote  of  the  awakening  in 
his  own  community :  "  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
see  much  of  the  gracious  work  of  Cod  in  tlie  re\i\al 
of  decaying  religion  among  the  people  committed  to 
my  pastoral  care,  and  this  without  such  disorders  and 
extremes  that  are  so  much  complained  of  in  many 
places."  He  says  the  revival  began  in  March,  1742, 
with  fasting  and  prayer,  anil  for  hve  or  six  weeks  people 
came  to  his  house  every  day  in  the  week,  except  Sab- 
baths, deeply  concerned  and  crying  :  "  <  )h,  sir,  what  shall 


THE  JAQUITH  HOUSE,  ■  , 

I'.rected  about  1700. 
On  bite  ot  WeiKkTl  liaiKi(jft\  present  rebidciicc,  Wnbuni  Stitet,  Kcidiii;.;, 

I  do,  what  shall  I  do  to  get  rid  of  my  sins  "  He  adds 
that  most  became  as  fully  con\'inced  of  righteousness  as 
of  judgment.* 

That  Whitefield  visited  the  First  Parish  is  altogether 
probable.  There  is  a  tradition  to  that  effect.  "  As  my 
pulpit  has  ever  been,  and  shall  ever  be,  open  to  him," 
wrote  the  pastor.  Religious  activity  unknown  before 
then  prevailed  there.  And  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  a  man 
qualified  by  temperament  and  training  to  appreciate  the 
movement  and  to  assist  its  leaders. 

William  Hobby  was  then  in  the  prime  of  his  young 
manhood.  Possessing  a  vigorous  and  well-disciplined 
mind,  "  acquainted  with  books  and  of  a  retentive 
memory,"  magnifying  his  otiicial  dignity  so  greatly  as  to 
be  known  as  "  Proud  Mr.  Hobby,"  and  douluing  not  that 
his  departure  from  the  world  would    gi\-e  Satan  more 

*  Letter  to  '*  Assembly  of  Pastors,"  Hoslon,  17-43,  in  Records  of  Union  Congie- 
gational  Cliurcli,  N.  R.  Copy. 
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life,"  ho  was  a  preaclicr  and  urator  of  unusual  power.  A 
loyal  Calvinist,  who  held  that  "  as  live  the  doctrines 
called  Calvinistic,  so  religion  will  live  or  so  die  as  they 
die,"  he  boldly  and  impressively  made  known  his  convic- 
tions of  truth  and  kept  a  warm  heart  for  the  friends  he 
loved  and  tiie  cause  he  espoused.  I  lis  style  was  concise 
and  clear,  abounding  in  quotable  sentences  that  fix  them- 


ANTIQUE  RELICS. 

In  the  |)ossL.-ssi()ii  of  .Mr.  Henry  I'.iikcr,  of  Wal^ulielcl,  are  two 
nio.st  ctnioiis  and  valii.ible  relics,  heing  speLiiiiens  of  the  elioicc--t 
and  most  tlelieate  needle-work,  |)ieser\ed  in  ancieiU  frames,  antl 
repre.scntinff  scenes  of  lUble  history,  — one  sliowing  (.'aleb  ami 
Joshua  letiirning  from  an  e.veursion  into  tile  promised  land,  bearing 
tile  luscious  ,!j,ia])es  of  lOschoi;  the  other  scene  being  taken  from  the 
life  of  .\braham,  when  an  angel  apjjearetl  to  him  with  an  announce- 
ment c<jncerning  Isaac,  his  son.  These  antiq\>e  relics  were  fcnnieily 
owned  by  the  Rev.  Williani  Hobby,  the  sixth  minister  of  the  old 
parish,  who  was  ordained  in  Ij^jand  dietl  in  I76v.ind  tradition 
-states  that  these  curiosities  belongetl  to  his  grandmother,  who  was 
jjrobably  the  wife  of  .Mr.  William  Hobby,  a  prosperous  merchant  of 
lloston  in  1669.  .Mr.  Parker,  the  present  (jwner  of  the  articles,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  I  lobby  family,  as  is  also  the  Rev.  William  Hail 
Williams,  f(jrmeily  rector  of  the  l^piscopal  clunch  in  Wakelield. 


seh'es  in  the  memory  like  nails  in  a  sure  place,  and  full 
of  apt  tptotations  from  Scripture.  "  Don't  jndge  of  a 
minister  as  you  do  of  a  bell,  by  the  mere  sound,"  he  wrote 
to  his  iieople.  "  If  you  can't  go  to  (lod  in  secret,  you 
may  be  secret  in  going  to  God,"  he  said  to  a  com[)any  of 
soldiers.  Nor  was  he  without  humor.  "  I  am  not  going 
to  have  any  more  of  my  apples  stolen  ;  and  to  prevent  it, 
1  hereby  give  full  liberty  to  every  person  in  the 
parisli  to  take  what  he  wants,"  was  an  announcement 
with  which  he  varied  a  Sunday  morning  ser\'ice  after 
being  annoyed  by  miruly  bo)'s  in  a  manner  not  yet 
obsolete.* 

With  voice  and  pen,  Afr.  i  lobby  al)ly  and  heartily 
defended  the  revival  movement  and  its  promoters, 
and  the  First  Parisli  Church  became  one  of  the  two 
chiirciies  not  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Norlh- 
ampton  invited  to  a  council  there  when  friction 
arose  between  Edwards  and  his  people.  \\'ith  the 
pastor  went  l)ea.  Samuel  Rancroft  as  delegate, 
afterward  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  'I'hird  Rarish 
Ciiurch,  and  an  honored  citizen  of  the  present 
Reading.  His  grandson,  (leorge  Bancroft,  the 
historian,  wrote  in  1S76  :t  "  It  has  always  given  me 
satisfaction  to  know  that  the  delegate  sent  by  yoiu' 
church  e.\erted  all  his  intluence  and  hxediiess  of 
purpose  to  retain  Jonathan  Edwards  in  the  lo\'el\' 
town  in  which  he  delighted  to  dwell,  and  from  which 
he  never  should  have  been  driven."  'J'he  pastor, 
with  Deacon  J]ancroft,  attended  two  councils  in  the 
interest  of  the  greatest  of  New  I'".ngland  theolo- 
gians," .J:  the  second  time  with  1  )ea.  Renjamin 
Rrow  11. 

( )ne  of  the  results  of  the  ''Great  Awakening" 
was  a  more  explicit  statement  of  doctrinal  belief  by 
the  churches.  l!y  1761,  the  north  i^arish  church 
hatl  a  confession  of  faith  to  be  assented  to  b)- 
applicants  for  membership.  Four  years  Liter,  when 
without  a  pastor,  the  First  Church  took  measures  to 
provide  itself  with  such  a  standard,  and  the  symbol 
then  obtained  was  kept  without  change,  sa\'e  in  a 
few  points,  until  1889. 

When  the  Third  Church  was  organized  in  1770, 
it  was  accepted  by  the  membership  with  few  and 
slight  variations.  In  both  the  F'irst  and  'I'liird 
Churches  it  was  at  lirst  a  standard  rather  than  a 
doctrinal  test. 

IV.    Nkw  Housiis  oi'  \YokSHii'  .\nij  'nil': 

'I'hiud  F.arish,  1766-1782. 

'File  north  parish  voted  anew  meeting-house  in  1751. 
Raised  the  next  year,  it  stood  between  the  hrst  and  third 
houses  of  worship  on  the  Common,  and  was  a  plain,  rect- 
angular structure,  fort)-eight  by  thirty-six.  On  the  south 
side  three  doors  opened  into  aisles  ;  a  pulpit  and  lofty 
sounding-board,  ten  feet  across,  were  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  on  three  sides  were  galleries  ;  choir  seats  were 
in  the  gallery  oj^posite  the  ]3ulpit,  and  in  the  side  galleries 

♦  "  Commemor.uion  SkL-tcli,"  p.iges  43,  \^. 
t  Letter  to  Rev.  C.  R.  Bliss,  ibid.  72. 
%  better  of  Hon.  (leurije  ll.vncrnft. 
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two  or  tlircc  rows  of  free  bciulics.  Removed  in  1829, 
it  was  made  over  into  a  l)arn,  a  transformation  wliicli  may 
be  seen  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Joseph  Jeffrey  on  tlie 
Miildleton  road. 

'I'he  second  meeting-iiouse  of  tiie  l''irst  Parish,  repaired 
in  173s,  was  reph\ced  by  a  tliird,  wliicli  was  completed  in 
1768.  It  was  voted  to  build  this  third  house  "about 
eiglit  or  ten  poles  southeasterly  from  where  the  old 
(second)  meeting-house  stood,"  seventy  feet  by  fifty,  and 
to  build  a  steeple  on  one  end  and  a  poich  of  two  stories 
on  the  other.  Its  frame  was  of  solid  oak.  The  expense 
of  building  was  i'600,  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
what  is  now  Wakefield  and  Reading.  When  linished 
and  furnished  with  pews  and  Ijenches,  one  pew  was  re- 
served for  the  minister,  and  forty-nine  others  sold,  the 
highest  taxpa)er  in  town  ha\'ing  tiie  first  ciioice. 

With  the  effort  to  build  this  third  house  of  worship  the 
desire  of  man)-  citizens,  who  resided  chieHy  in  the  west- 
ern and  northern  part,  or  what  is  now  substantially  the 
town  of  Reading,  that  a  separate  parish  be  formed,  with  a 
meeting-house  of  its  own,  became  a  determination.  In 
one  way  and  another,  this  desire  had  been  occasionally 
expressed  since  1720.  A  proposal  to  locate  the  house 
of  worship  one  half  mile  west  of  the  head  of  the  lake 
proved  a  failure.  The  majority  clung  to  the  original 
site.  July  13,  1769,  in  response  to  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court,  it  was  ordered  tliat  a  separate  parish  be 
formed.  The  religious  life  of  this  new,  or  Third  I'arish, 
found  almost  immediate  expression  in  a  church,  known 
as  the  "  Third  Parish  Church,"  or  the  "  Third  Church  of 
Christ  in  Reading."  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  free- 
holders and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,"  called  to- 
gether "  in  his  Majesty's  name,"  August  9,  1769,  a  special 
committee  was  chosen  to  provide  materials  and  money 
to  complete  a  house  of  worship  already  begun.  'I'he  fol- 
lowing year  the  building  was  finished,  a  church  of  ninety- 
six  members  organized  l"eb.  21,  1770,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Haven  ordained  ami  settled  in  the  pastorate,  Nov.  7, 
1770.  Jonathan  Temple  and  Samuel  liancroft  were 
chosen  deacons,  and  the  earliest  records  of  church  and 
parish  are  in  the  clear  and  accurate  handwriting  of  the 
latter. 

The  site  of  the  iirst  meeting-house  in  the  present  town 
of  Reading  is  marked  by  two  companion  elms  on  the 
Common,  several  rods  south  of  the  building  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Methodist  church.  It  was  a  rect- 
angular structure  with  solid  oak  timbers,  facing  the 
south,  and  longer  east  and  west  than  north  and  south, 
probably  unpainted  and  without  a  bell.  The  pews  were 
built  by  individuals  or  parties,  upon  "  pew-ground  "  pre- 
viously determined  by  choice,  and  made  over  to  them 
and  tlieir  heirs  forever,  on  completing  the  same. 

Jn  the  records  of  the  parish  is  the  following  vote: 
"  Voted,  that  James  Bancroft  Lay  said  plan  upon  a  leaf 
of  this  Pook,  thair  to  remain  that  so  it  ma\'  appair  how 
said  pues  are  setelled  and  to  whome."  'Phe  plan  re- 
ferred to  is  here  reproduced,  that  the  same  interesting 
facts  may  "appair"  to  the  present  generation. 

beside  the  pulpit  on  the  rigiit  was  the  minister's  pew. 
On  the  left,  Capt.  James  Pancroft  built  and  worshipped. 


ilonored  in  the  war  of  tlu:  Revolulion  for  his  biilliliil- 
ness  and  courage,  he  was  no  less  highl\-  esteemed  at 
home  and  in  peacefid  times  for  his  inlegiit}',  good  jutlg- 
nient,  ability,  and  nu)|-,il  worth.  justice  ot  the  ])eace, 
selectman,  representative,  he  was  also  deacon  iorly-'^ix 
years.  iVt  his  left  binlt  .Samuel  Pancroft,  alreatly  men- 
tioned as  delegate  to  the  Northampt(jn  councils,  and 
among  the  most  influential  of  third  pai  ish  citizens.  (  )n 
the  right  of  the  pastor's  family  sat  tiie  venerable  I  )ea. 
Jonathan  Temple,  then  more  than  threescore  and  ten,  and 
with  him  Jonathan  Poole,  a  descendant  of  John  Poole,  prob- 
ably the  wealthiest  of  the  first  settlers.  A  little  farlher 
d(jwn,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  thepulpit,  was  the  pew  cjf 
1  )aniel  Parker,  who  lived  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Charles 
Streets,  —  the  Walker  homestead.    Two  pews  be\'ond  was 


PLAN  OF  THIRD  PARISH  MEETING-HOUSE,  1  770. 

that  of  the  Temples,  father  and  son,  the  former  of  whonr 
was  conspicuous  for  ability  and  goodness,  and  ser\'ed  "  to 
good  acceptance  "  as  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  chosen  deacon  of  the 
church  in  1795.  At  the  right-hand  corner,  opposite  the 
pulpit,  is  the  name  of  Alnaham  I'oster,  also  captain, 
and  probably  in  the  service  several  years,  to  whom,  with 
others  about  to  leave  for  the  war,  the  pastor  preached  a 
sjjecial  sermon  in  August,  1777.  Nearly  in  front  of  the 
pulpit  sat  Capt.  Nathan  Parker,  wealthy  as  a  landowner 
for  the  times,  whose  son,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
two,  became  the  first  postmaster  in  town.  Beside  hi  in, 
with  others,  I^ieut.  Josepii  Bancroft  built,  who  lived  on 
the  estate  of  the  late  Ceorge  Pjancroft  on  West  Street, 
and  at  one  time  commanded  a  Reading  company.  In- 
dividuals familiar  with  local  historv  will  find  other  names 
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of  bra\'e,  able,  and  honored  men  ani(jng  the  pew  liolders 
and  builders  in  the  old  parish  meeting-house. 

Each  of  the  three  parishes  then  ninnbered  among  its 
citizens  men  conspicuous  for  character,  al)ility,  and  pat- 
riotic sei  vice,  wlio  iield  oflicial  positions  in  the  church, 
or  were  its  active  supporters.  Among  these  were  Col. 
benjamin  lirown  of  the  lirst,  and  Col.  J)aniel  Flint  of 
the  .Second  i'arish,  both  deacons.  Religion  was  evi- 
dently no  cloistered  virtue  in  the  days  just  prior  to  the 
Kevolution.  Xor  is  it  surjjrising  that  the  men  of  Read- 
ing were  among  the  first  to  strike  for  freedom,  and  that 
deacons  were  captains  and  colonels,  if  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  hear  with  favor  such  sentiments  as  are  still 
preserved  in  the  sermon  preached  in  the  Third  I'arish 
pulpit  at  tiie  ordination  of  the  first  pastor,  —  an  ethical, 
timely,  evangelical,  ami  practical  disccjurse.  The  author* 
grows  elotpient,  indeed,  with  the  fire  of  convictions  con- 
cernin"  civil  and  reli<rious  freedom.    After  allusions  to 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  LUCELIA  J.  WALKER, 
Corner  Clwrles  .iiid  I'carl  Strccls,  Reading. 
This  house  w.is  originally  hiiilt  by  Jim.\lli,iii  Parker,  tlie  great-great-grandfallier  uf  Mrs. 
Wallier,  llie  present  owner.  She  is  tlie  daughter  of  CaiU.  Charles  Parker,  who  was  born 
in  17<;4.  He  succeeded  his  father,  D.inicl  Parker,  upon  the  place.  This  Daniel  was  born  in 
1752,  and  succeedt  his  father,  who  bore  the  same  name  and  was  born  in  1725,  being  a  son 
of  Jonathan  above  named,  who  vvas  born  in  lASi.  Jonathan  was  the  son  of  Sergeant 
John,  a  son  of  Deacon  Thomas  and  Amy,  the  firsl  settlers.  .Sergeant  John  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Dea.  Tliomas  Kendall.  The  inlerior  of  the  house  retains  much  of  its  original 
character,  and  there  may  still  l)e  seen  the  ancient  fireplace,  the  huge  chimney,  and,  at  tlie 
eastern  end,  windows  of  llie  style  of  the  olden  time. 


the  duty  of  ministers  to  preach  loyalty  to  the  king,  and 
'•  a  quiet  sulimission  in  all  things  lawful  and  right  to  the 
powers  that  be,"  he  asks:  "Has  he  not  as  clear  a  right, 
and  is  it  not  as  much  his  duty  to  make  prayers  and 
supplications  for  the  preservation  of  the  just  and  lawful 
civil  liberties  of  mankind  ?  "  "  The  preaching  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance  is,  in  its  nature,  treason  ; 
it  is  treason  against  the  people,  as  militating  against  and 
endangering  their  privilege  ;  and,  in  British  dominions, 
it  is  treason  against  the  king,  as  it  is  necessarily  and 
utterly  subversive  of  those  revolution  principles  which 
support  the  title  of  his  present  British  majesty  to  the 
throne."  Truly,  the  trumpet  gave  here  no  uncertain 
sound  before  the  battle. 

The  formation  of  a  Third  Parish,  with  its  separate 

*  Rev.  Charles  Turner,  of  Duxbury. 


religious  centei',  did  not  commend  itself  to  the  majoril)' 
of  the  citizens.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  consider- 
ing the  feeling  aroused,  that  iiuman  nature  allowed  itself 
no  little  liberty  in  controversy,  and  that  serine  bittt.T  ]i.i,s- 
sages  of  words  passed  between  the  okl  paiisli  and  the 
new,  especially  when  claims  lor  moiu')'  at'luall)'  [i.iid  into 
llie  li'easury  of  the  h'lrst  I'arish  b)-  members  of  the  Tliiiil, 
and  for  a  iiroptji  tionale  share  of  the  church  ijl.ite,  were 
pressed.  Hut  it  isdelightfid  to  record  the  speed)' triuinpli 
of  the  spirit  of  brotherhood.  The  dispute  practically 
ended  in  1773,  when  the  report  of  a  committee,  chosen 
to  consider  the  ([uestions  of  difference,  was  adopted  by 
both  parties.  'I'his  report,  signed  by  Dea.  brown  Emer- 
son, for  the  First,  and  Dea.  .Samuel  liancroft  for  the 
Third  Parish,  declares  that  it  was  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee, "all  of  us  being  desirous  that  peace,  love,  and 
harmony  may  subsist  and  long  continue  between  said 
parishes,  as  knowing  that  where  there  is  contention, 
there  is  confusion  and  every  e\il  work."  'I'hen 
the  men  of  the  three  parishes  stood  side  by 
side  during  the  stormy  years  tliat  so  tried  the 
endurance  and  rugged  strength  of  Christian  pa- 
triots. 

The  ministers  of  these  parishes  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary epoch  were  bound  together  not  only  by 
professional  ties,  but  also  b)-  doctrinal  svmpalhies 
and  personal  attachments.  All  were  graduates  of 
ilarvard  College,  as  all  their  predecessors  were, 
except  probably  Mr.  Green. 

'I'he  pastors  of  the  First  and  Third  (  lunches  — 
Rev.  Caleb  Prentiss  and  Rev.  Thomas  Haven  — 
were  classmates. 

'The  friendship  of  the  former  for  his  frailer  asso- 
ciate, that  amiable  young  man  whose  life,  bereft  of  a 
wife's  companionship,  went  out  amid  the  dark  d.iys 
and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  p.istorate,  has  left  easil  v 
distinguishable  traces.  Afr.  Prentiss,  of  beautiful 
Christian  character,  e.\cellent  judgment,  anil  deep 
sympathy  with  his  people  in  their  struggles  for  free- 
dom, was  pastor  of  the  T'irst  Church  from  1769  to 
1S03.  In  the  north  parish  was  that  Nestor  of 
I'leading  clergymen  in  point  of  pastoral  service, 
who  ministered  to  six  generations  in  direct  line  of 
descent,  the  Rev.  Fliab  Stone,  |)astor  from  i7()i  to 
His  tribute  to  Mr.  Prentiss,  his  friend,  is  still 
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e.\tant.  .\s  the  minister  of  the  First  Parish  marclieil 
in  the  ranks  ol  the  Reading  company  on  the  memor- 
able 19th  of  April,  1775,  so  Mr.  Stone,  on  hearing  a  d.ui- 
ger  signal  one   night  during  the   war,  responded  with 

FAC-SIMILE  OF  HANDWRITING  OF  REV.  ELIAB  STONE. 

military  trappings  and  musket,  not  forgetting  his  white  wig. 

'These  ministers,  and  also  the  churches  of  the  town, 
were  then  affected  by  that  wanner  current  of  religious 
life  and  thought  which  has  been  referred  to  in  gener.d  as 
humanitarian.  In  Eastern  Massachusetts  tiiere  had  been 
a  decided  reaction  from  the  "  C.reat  Awakeuinti."  'The 
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evangelical  type  of  religiun  was  losing  deptii  and  intensity, 
but  gaining  in  appreciation  of  human  capacities  and  needs. 
Differences  were  being  evolved  which  were  destined  to 
crystallize  around  distinct  theological  centers;  but  for  the 
time  being  theology  stood  aside.  'I'he  Calvinistic  creeds 
loomed  up  as  mighty  landmarks  in  our  three  churches, 
and  probably  ministers  and  members  had  no  idea  of  re- 
jecting them  in  essentials.   .1  i.,;^.,, 

Y.      A    Si'XONMI     I'A'ANf.l'.I.ICAI.   .A  W  A  K  K.NI  N'( 1783-1803. 

At  the,  close  of  the  l\e\ olutionary  War  tiiere  was  a 
condition  of  spiritual  lethargy  in  New  I'.ngland.  i-leligious 
life  lacketl  vitality  and  failed  to  impress  men  as  real,  'i'he 
setting  forth  of  moral  and  religious  duties,  and  the  pres- 
entation of  religious  truths,  furnished  little  inspiration  to 
the  best  living  and  tiie  progress  of  churclies.  )ilany 
among  the  educated  were  proud  of  their  infidelity.  Evi- 
dences of  low  moral  standards  appear.  Where  Christian 
hopes  were  cherished  they  were  frecjuently  made  known 
only  with  the  greatest  reluctance.  The  times  were  ripe 
for  a  rex'ival. 

lAjr  seven  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Haven  tlie 
Tliird  Church  was  without  a  pastor.  Many  candidates 
were  reviewed.  Three  calls  were  given  and  declined. 
As  in  the  First  Parish,  so  here  were  representatives  of  the 
older  and  more  intense  type  of  piety,  who  insisted  upon 
a  genuine  and  vital  experience  of  religion.  In  the  for- 
mer they  were  obliged  to  content  themselves  with  a  little 
agitation  against  the  existing  order.  liut  in  the  latter  the 
result  was  that,  in  1789,  an  invitation  was  e.vtended  to  a 
young  man  of  twenty-three  years,  whose  mother  had  be- 
come a  Christian  through  Whitelield's  influence,  wiio  was 
himself  converted  during  a  great  revival  at  Dartmouth 
College,  and  whose  theological  training"  was  received  in 
the  school  of  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential leaders  in  the  second  evangelical  awakening. 

Rev.  Peter  Sanborn,  for  more  than  sixty  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Reading,  and  thirty  years  pastor  of  the  'J'hird 
Ciiurch,  though  never  so  well  known  by  his  writings  nor 
so  widely  influential  as  Rev.  William  Hobby,  was  of  a 
similar  type  of  religious  doctrine  and  method,  and  one 
who  perhaps  left  a  more  positive  mark  upon  the  religious 
life  of  the  community.  Movements  in  the  Third  Church 
during  his  pastorate,  and  largely  dependent,  humanly 
speaking,  upon  him,  powerfully  affected  conditions  in  the 
I'irst  Parish.  To  these  movements  are  due  in  part  the 
choice  of  Re\'.  Reuben  iMuerson,  a  strict  Cahinist,  as 
l)astor  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  and  the  fact  that 
the  churches  of  both  the  Pirst  and  'I'hird  Parishes  stood 
Arm  on  the  evangelical  side  through  the  Unitarian  con- 
troversy. 

When,  after  nine  months'  deliberation,  Mr.  Sanborn 
accepted  his  call  and  was  ordained,  June  9,  1790, 
he  came  to  what  was  practically  an  outpost.  The  eastern 
portion  of  the  State,  where  tlie  liberal  views  of  Chauncey, 
Mayhew,  and,  a  little  later,  Channing,  were  steadily  gain- 
ing a  dominant  influence,  was  sharply  divided  from 
Western  Massachusetts,  which  was  under  the  theological 
influence  of  Kdwards  and  his  followers.  'Phe  ministers 
of  the  vicinity  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  views  of 


the  yoimg  candidate,  and  long  and  storni)'  w.is  the  session 
of  the  ordaining  council.  'i'he  sermon  whi(  li  rniall)' 
was  preached  sounded  a  vei\'  dillerent  note  lioni  that  at 
llie  settlement  of  his  predecessor.  It  was  finm  the  text  ; 
"  lie  not  disma)'ed  at  their  faies,  lest  1  lonlound  thee 
before  them." 

Jan.  23,  1791,  it  was  recorded  that  in  Reading  "The 
church    were    sla)'ed   after   divine   service  and    it  was 


REV.  JOSIAH  H.  TILTON.  r 

Kl.\.  |(isl\ll  IIdi.iin  'I'lMiiN  was  a  native  nf  1  luci  liuld, 
X.  II.,  horn  <  )i_t.  1 ,  iSi^.  Ilis  paruiits  wcil-  Jdm.iIi  .iiul  Sar.ih 
( 1  )uarljoni)  'rilKm.  'I'heir  aiuusturs  w  lic  1  c-idciil-  of  luist  Kiu.usliui 
and  Kensington.  In  liis  early  yen-  Mr.  l  ilton  w.i-  faM.ietl  willi  i^imkI 
])nl)lic  and  sonie  sclet  t  slIidoIs.  I'  ullow  int;  ihoc,  lie  entered  Km  kiiig- 
liani  Aeatleniy,  1 1  ani|)t(  in  I'.ilU,  \.  II.,  where  he  toi,k  the  ai  .iihniic 
course.  'I'lieie  he  united  with  the  liapli.st  ehunh.ind  w  hihj  ,l  nientlier 
lliere.w.is  licensed  to  pre.icli.  Ilewent  fioni  ll.iuipt'jn  I'alK  to  l.ini 
erick,  .Me.,  where  w.is  .i  Ihiurisliin^  actdeiuy.  II  w.is  iii\iieil  to 
supply  the  pidpit  of  the  I'.aptist  chunh,  which  he-  did.  hi  \pril, 
1S40,  he  was  onl, lined  p.islor  of  llieihurch.  In  coiineilion  \\illi 
his  pastorate,  he  h.id  gooil  opporlunilv  for  study  ,iiid  aKo  for  le.u  h- 
iiis;  a  |iulilic  school.  .Sever.il  siuilents  were  helpers  in  Ids  liuiicli 
worl<,  and  rule,  a  lirothei,  h.id  a  home  in  his  family.  1  he  wife  of 
Kev.  .Mr.  filton  was  M.iry  \..  l^nierv,  of  West  .\ewliui\,  .M.iss. 
They  w  ere  ni.irried  in  \o\  emlier  prev  ious  to  liis  oriliii.i t ii  >u.  She 
lived  till  lauii.iiv,  lS.|j,  when  she  was  suddenly  t.tkeii  .iwav,  le.uiiii; 
an  inf.iiit  tkiuj;hter,  .Mary  .Mihie,  who  has  m.ule  her  home  willi  her 
father  and  present  mother.     In  July,  'I'ihon  married  a 

sister  of  his  lirst  wife,  k.li/.i  T.  I'.mery,  and  the)  have  lived  together 
a  wedded  life  over  hfty  years.  .She  li.is  heeil  the  mother  of  three 
sons  ami  one  daughter,  Julia  (iertrmle,  the  sous  dying  in  cliildluxal, 
while  the  (laughter  liveil  to  noble  womanhood,  .iiul  died  the  wife  ot 
De.i.  .\rchiliald  M  act)  regor,  1  lyde  1 '.11  k.  She  h.id  three  chililreii, 
two  of  whom  have  died,  and  are  Imried  by  her  side  m  the  Ke.iding 
cemetery. 

In  l.S.(4,  Kev.  Mr.  l  ilton  was  called  from  Limerick  by  the  baptist 
church.  South  ( iarduer,  Mass.,  to  liecome  its  p.istm".  .\fter  this  he 
was  pastor  in  lloldeu,  1  ,ynn,  Mast  ilrooklield,  Kingston,  \atick,  K.  I., 
Orange,  Mass.,  North  L'.xbriilge,  South  (  helmsford,  ami  Noilli 
Keading,  closing  in  this  last  place  in  iSijo,  in, iking  liflv  ye.ns'  pas- 
toral ministry.  Since  then  liis  resilience  h,is  been  in  Ke.tdiiig;  a 
preacher  calletl  in  manv  tlirections. 
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tliought  best,  on  account  of  tlie  wonderful  tokens  of 
(lod's  presence,  to  ha\'e  tlie  Loril's  Supper  adniinislered 
some  time  in  February,  wiiicii  is  a  montii  earlier  tiian 
usual."*  ])uring  tliat  year  thirty-four  were  added  to  the 
little  church  of  perhaps  one  hundred  and  twenty  five 
members,  and  the  number  added  in  1790  indicate  un- 
usual interest  from  the  \'ery  beginning  of  the  young 
Hopkinsian's  labors.  It  is  luirdly  too  much  to  claim  that 
the  revival  movement  which  extended  over  New  England, 
the  Middle  States,  and  the  West,  began  as  early  in  Read- 
ing as  in  anv  known  locality,  f  In  1798,  another  revival 
occurred  and  one  even  more  fruitful,  .\nother  powerful 
and  deep  religious  awakening  followed  in  iSio,  when  for 
awhile  not  a  house  within  the  limits  of  the  j^arish  was 
without  a  praying  person  living  in  it. 

TlIK    I'ARTlXi;    OK    I'lIE    WaVS   AND    H  U  M  AN  ITAK  t  AN 

R  !•:  I'O  K  M  s,    I S  o  4  - 1 8  5  o . 

The  dawn  of  the  present  century  found  Reading  divided 
into  three  parishes,  each 
with  a  church  of  the  rm---^ 
majority  and  no  other. 
Ijut  causes  were  at  work 
soon  to  residt  in  a 
more  complex  e.xpres- 
sion  of  religious  life. 
Religious  progress  was 
to  come  about  througii 
separation  into  tliffer- 
ent  organizations,  the 
hrst  of  which  to  make 
a  iiome  for  itself  in 
town  was  tiiat  of  the 
Baptists. 

Sometime  during  the 
first  revival  movement 
in  Mr.  Sanborn's  min- 
istry, a  few  members 
of  the  l'"irst  I'arisli  fre- 
(piently  attended  the 
meetings,  and  became 
so  interested  as  to  es- 
tablish a  Sabbath  even- 
ing service  in  their  own  locality.  1  n  i  793,  a  society  of  young 
Christians  was  formed,  whose  type  of  piety  was  decidedly 
evangelistic.  Members  frequently  strayed  away  from  their 
own  congregation  to  worsiiip  with  tiie  Third  Ciiurch,  wlrere 
in  most  respects  they  were  satisfied,  but  found  themselves 
unable  to  agree  with  the  pastor  on  tiie  suljject  of  baptism. 

The  only  step  to  be  taken  was  that  of  uniting  with  the 
Baptists,  and  accordingly  three  —  Lilley  Eaton,  Jacob 
Eaton,  and  David  Smith  —  offered  tiiemselves  to  the 
JSaldwin  Place  liaptist  Ciiurch  of  Roston  (1794).  When 
the  time  for  the  rite  came,  it  was  found  that  some  evil- 
disposed  person  had  drained  the  pool.  Reading,  how- 
ever, had  two  natural  baptisteries  beneath  the  open  sky, 
A\'hose  waters  malice  could  not  remo\e,  and  in  Lake 
()uannapowitt,  amid  a  crowd,  the  ceremony  took  place. 

•"'I'liird  Clmicli  Records. 

t  "  The  American  Cluirch  History  Series,"  Vol.  Ml.,  pa;;e  320. 


RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  W,  GROUARO, 

Corner  Wolnirn  and  Main  Sireets,  Readin'^. 

'Miis  house  s\as  built  in  17-10,  ijy  Pliineas  i'artier.  In  177"  it  was  ^uid  to  the  West  I'.irtsli 
fur  a  parsonage  and  was  the  iionie  of  tlie  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn.  Governor  lljooks  drilled  the 
minute  men,  who  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  light,  if  not  the  llrst  to  begin  the  battle  at 
I  .e.\ington,  in  tlie  kitchen,  and  until  recently,  (narks  of  the  bayonets  were  seen  in  the  plaster- 
ing, also  the  target  used.  L.tfayelte  w.is  enlcrtaliied  at  this  house  when  he  passed  through 
keailing.     It  is  now  o\vned  and  occupied  by  t  i.  W  (irou.ud. 


The  courageous  testimony  of  the  )oiing  men  prodiu:ed 
marked  effect.  Other  baptisms  followed.  In  .\ugust, 
1794,  most  of  tlie  l!ai)tists  in  town  were  united  into  a 
branch  of  their  denomination  in  Woburii.  Three  \e.irs 
later  a  society  of  nineteen  meinbers  was  formed.  Tlie  next 
year  after,  there  was  preaching  on  the  Lord's  day.  K,\v\y 
in  1800,  a  petition  to  hold  meetings  in  the  center  sclmol- 
house  l)eing  denied,  a  piece  of  land  was  cpiietl}'  piireiiased 
and  plans  formed  for  building  a  house  of  w'or^hi|j. 
"  Nineteen  boys  aje  going  to  build  a  meeting-linii.sc,  "  it 
was  said  in  derision  ;  l)ut  the  house  was  built  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Salem  Street,  in  the  First  I'arish, 
3  1-  by  38  feet  in  size.  Removed,  in  1820,  to  a  more 
central  location  at  the  corner  of  Alain  aiul  Crescent 
Streets,  it  was  fifteen  )ears  later  destroyed  b)'  fire.  The 
next  year  a  new  house  was  erected  of  larger  si/e,  which 
was  itself  enlarged  in  1853,  and  suftered  the  fate  of  the 
former  house,  in  1871.  For  many  years  religious,  social, 
and  conference  meetings  were  held  in  the  third  stor}-  of 

the  house  of  one  of  the 
original  members,  on 
the  corner  of  Main  and 
Salem  Streets,  t  h  e 
•■  ^[  e  e  t  i  n  g-Chamber '' 
of  "  I'ilgrims'  Hotel," 
a  photographic  repro- 
duction of  which  ap- 
pears on  t  h  e  page 
following. 

In  December,  1801, 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Nels(jn 
became  stated  preacher 
for  the  societ}-.  A  re- 
ligious awakening  of 
remarkable  ])  o  w  e  r  , 
moving  the  entire  com- 
munity and  impressing 
s|)iritual  comictions 
ii|)on  the  hardest  char- 
a  c  t  e  r  s ,  occurred  in 
1803.  lly  the  cldsc  of 
that  )ear  the  number 
of  iiaptist  believers  had 
increased  to  si\t)'-li\e,  and  Jan.  31,  iSo4,the  I'"irst  Baptist 
Church  was  formally  constituted.  Re\'.  Mr.  Nelson  re- 
mained with  the  church  until  1813,  and  Rev.  Ciusta\'us 
F.  Davis  followed  witii  a  brilliant  and  successful  ser\ice 
of  ele\'en  years.  In  1843,  twent\'  members  withdrew  to 
join  the  .\dventists,  a  portion  of  whom  subsetpieiul}' 
returned. 

Turning  to  the  north  parish,  we  fintl  that  one  August 
day  in  1S16,  two  women  were  liaptized  in  tlie  Ipswich 
River.  The  next  autumn  and  winter  meetings  were  held 
by  representatives  of  the  Bajitist  faith  in  a  schoolhouse 
on  the  Salem  road,  with  preaching  by  students  and  Rew 
Thomas  Paul,  a  colored  preacher  of  the  Boston  .\frican 
church.  Opposition  kindled,  showing  itself  in  wanton 
disturbance  of  the  serx'ices  by  drinking  boors  ;  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  parish  magistrate  who  released,  wiliiout 
warning  or  charge,  several  who  were  arrestetl,  and  sagely 
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ruled  tlial  "a  schuolhoiisc  is  made  to  keep  school  in,  and 
not  for  preaciiiny;  "  in  a  unanimous  vole  of  the  district 
not  to  allow  the  Ikiptists  to  hold  services  in  their  school- 
house,  and  in  a  subsetiiient  vote  to  move  the  building 
from  soil  owned  by  a  IJaplist  to  lantl  possessed  by  a  Con- 
gregationalist ;  and  hnally,  by  seizing  from  a  iJaptist  wiio 
had  "signed  off  and  taken  advantage  of  the  Exemption 
Law  to  refuse  to  pay  his  |)arisli  tax,  a  pair  of  little  Ijlack 
steers  and  selling  them  at  public  auction.  An  action  at 
law  reversed  this  arbitrary  proceeding,  in  jo)ful  recogni- 
tion of  which  turn  of  events  a  friendly  scribe  exultingly 
says,  "  Israel  had  now  crossed  the  sea,  and  the  loved 
prophetess  Miriam  took  a  tindjrel  in  her  hand  and 
praised  the  Eord,  for  lie  had  triuni|)hed  gloriously." 

Private  dwellings  were  available,  and  the  little  band  of 
believers  grew  in  ninnbers  and  spiritual  strengtli.  A 
society  was  formed  in  1S17,  and  a  church  of  twenty-four 
members  constituted  April  16  of  that  year,  fourteen  of 
whom  were  dismissed  from  South  Reading.  In  1828, 
their  hrst  house  of  worship  was  dedicated,  and  tiieir  lirst 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  M.  Driver, 
ordained.  Following  Mr. 
Driver  came  (George  Mat- 
thews, ordained  in  1829,  and 
serving  until  1834  ;  Prof. 
William  Heath,  one  of  the 
earliest  teachers  of  the  South 
Reading  Academy  (1836- 
1S41);  Rev.  Benjamin 
Knight,  the  "  good  old  man," 
and  Rev.  1''.  E.  Cleaves 
(1847-185 1).  Among  the 
deacons  were  Oliver  Emerson 
and  Eliab  Parker,  Jr.,  the 
latter  being  for  more  than 
twenty  years  both  deacon  and 
Sunday-school  superinten- 
dent. 

'I'he  north  parish  IJaptist 
church  ga\'e  eight  mend)ers 
to  the  west  parish,  where  the  First  Raptist  Church  of  six- 
teen members  was  formed  in  1832.  Toward  this  little 
company  a  spirit  of  opposition,  similar  to  that  in  other 
parishes,  was  shown  ;  and  unchristian  methods,  elsewhere 
found  so  favorable  in  promoting  hrmness  of  root  and 
vigor  of  growth,  were  employed  here  also.  J''airness 
compels  the  admission  from  all  parlies  whose  fathers 
shared  in  the  bitter  controversies  of  those  days,  that  there 
was  some  provocation  from  the  persecuted.  Tradition 
calls  up  long  evenings  spent  by  a  prominent  Congrega- 
tionalist  of  the  west  parish  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  secure 
from  a  leading  Baptist  the  admission  that  one  person, 
not  immersed,  even  the  elder  Edwards,  would  be  welcome 
in  heaven. 

The  Baptists  of  the  west  parish,  who  began  to  hold 
services  in  private  dwellings,  soon  desired  more  public 
places.  An  application  for  a  hall  then  used  for  religious 
meetings,  and  formerly  the  meeting-house  of  the  majority, 
was  refused,  'i'he  us.'  of  ,1  schoolhouse  in  the  westerly 
part  of  the  parish  was  obtained,  but  a  request  to  vacate 
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soon  followed.  Then  a  pri\ate  Ikjusc,  belonging  to  ,1 
nu'mber  of  the  majorit)-  in  the  ])arisli,  was  opened  {<> 
these  unshelteretl  hielliren  and  kept  open,  'i'lie  I.ilieial 
Society  also  o])ened  its  building,  the  old  Ai  .idem)' 
l)uilding  on  Powell  Slieet, —  where  the  public  ser\  ices  in 
recognition  of  the  f  irst  liaptisl  Church  of  tin;  jjresent 
Reading  were  held.  Prejudices  soon  subsided  enough 
to  allow  services  t(j  be  held  in  the  West  W.iid  stliool- 
house. 

In  1S36,  the  fust  meeting-house  was  Imilt  on  .S.ileni 
Street,  at  a  ct)St  of  a  few  cents  less  th.\u  the  smu  xdled, 
—  $2,500, —  and  dedicated.  There  w.is  then  a  Sunda)' 
school  of  hfty  pupils,  l)esides  officers  .\nd  teachers.  In 
1S48,  sixteen  |)ews  were  atlded.  The  Inst  pastor  w.is 
Rev.  Henry  Smith.  Brief  pastorates  followed.  'Phe 
church  had  llfty-four  members  in  1842,  and  se\'ent\ -se\  en 
at  the  close  of  1854.  Thus  by  the  miildle  of  the  i)resent 
century  three  Baptist  churclies  were  well  established, 
housed,  and  growing  in  nund)ers,  influence,  and  hai  inony 
with  the  ohier  bodies  of  the  Christian  brtjtherhoocl. 

While  the  liaptists,  strictly 
representing  the  evangelical 
type  of  religious  life,  and 
Puritan  to  the  heart  in  prin- 
( iple,  were  contending  for 
their  libert)'  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  truth  and  in  wor- 
ship, an  intellectual  and 
etliical  movement,  which 
claimed  for  the  human  ])er- 
sonality  a  larger  jdace  in 
theological  teachings,  op- 
]30sed  the  more  rigiel  doc- 
trines of  evangelism,  and 
aimed  to  make  more  perfect 
the  "art  of  living,"  was 
silentl)'  but  siu'el)'  niodil3'ing 
the  pleaching  of  ni.in\'  pul- 
pits and  the  belief  of  many 
c:hurches.  At  fust  an  unnamed  spiritual  force,  it  mo\-ed 
among  tiie  churches,  particularly  of  Eastern  .\P\ssacliu- 
setts.  Cathering  strength  during  the  reaction  that  fol- 
lowed tlie "( Ireat  Awakening,"  concealed  not  intentionally 
bene.itli  the  interest  everywhere  aroused  b}'  i)olitical 
e\X'nts,  b\-  1780  from  nearly  ever\'  Boston  pulpit  doctrines 
were  preached  at  variance  witli  those  of  Cabinism.  in 
connection  with  the  kindled  feeling  of  the  second  e\'an- 
gelical  revival,  the  dix'ergence  fiom  the  older  and  stronger 
movement  became  sharph'  emphasized,  the  poMti(jns  of 
those  identilied  with  it  were  seen  to  be  in  the  main  in 
harmony  with  those  of  English  liberals,  and  ciuncli  .ifier 
church  found  itself  "  long  leagues  apart  "  from  its  time- 
hallowed  moorings,  and  boldly  admitted  the  spiritual 
separation  by  taking  the  I'nitarian  name. 

In  1770,  Re\'.  John  Murray,  the  chief  pioneer  of 
organized  Lf ni\ersalism  in  this  country,  arrived  from 
I-'aigland,  and  four  years  later  took  up  his  residence  in 
(doucester.  In  that  town,  in  1779,  the  Ihsl  I 'ni\'ei'salist 
church    was   biouglU   together,  and    other   bodies  with 
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similar  til)t:ral  views  as  to  tiie  universal  extent  of  the 
divine  ^^race  were  here  and  there  organized. 

In  the  h'irst  I'arisli,  or  Wakefield,  a  company  of  be- 
lievers in  the  views  advocated  by  Mr.  Murray  was  or- 
ganized into  a  religious  society,  April  29,  1813,  "the 
objects  of  which  association  were,  support  of  the  public 
worship  of  (lod,  in  a  stated  attendance  on  a  public 
teacher  or  teachers  of  'piety,  religion,  and  morality."" 
I'Or  twenty  years  IJniversalist  preaching  was  provided 
much  of  the  time,  although  no  pastor  was  settled  until 
1S33,  when  a  student  under  Rev.  Hosea  liallou,  John 
Newell,  began  his  ministerial  labors,  which  were  continued 
for  two  years.     His  work  was  especialh'  winning  and  tiie 


preacher  and  army  siu'geon  who  tlietl  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  and  Rev.  John  II.  Moore,  settled  in  1849, 
and  dismissed  in  1853. 

'I'he  records  of  tiie  'i'hird  Parish  cimtain  ihe  lollnwing 
motion,  under  date  of  July  16,  1823  :  "'That  the  follow- 
ing writing  might  be  laid  upon  the  table,  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  parish,  and  that  the  same  might  be  recorded, 
\'iz.:  —  Ordered,  thai  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  tiiat 
should  Afr.  Reid  accept  of  the  invitation  this  da\'  given 
him  to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministry,  it  is  expected  and 
he  is  recjuested  in  his  ministerial  exchanges  to  iinile  ,ind 
admit  gentlemen  of  all  descriptions  of  the  Congregational 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  LIBERAL  LADIES'  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION,  ,    ,  ■ 

Connected  witli  tlie  Unilari. Ill  C'liiircli,  Kc.uliny. 
I'Voiii  a  pliotu  taken  by  tienry  Cuuk. 

Tile  Ruadin};  -Association  of  I.iljcral  Ladies  wa.s  formed  on  May  14,  1S40.  Three  of  those  who  were  present  .it  tlie  lirst  nicellnj;  .iic  still  li\ing, 
---  Mrs.  Thomas  Ricliardson,  Miss  Eli/.abetli  G.  I'rescotl,  and  Mrs.  iJinsmore  (llien  Miss  1'.  M.  I'ratt).  Tlic  niinibur  dI  niumbers  llie  lir^t  yen  was 
fort\-sc\cn,  ami  l)esi(!c  tile  tliree  mentioned  above  tliere  are  still  living  (iS<j4),  Mrs.  M.iry  («.  tJadger,  Miss  Abby  IC.  I'lescott,  and  Miss  I'.iniiy 
Niihols.  TliL- sutiety  was  formed  for  useful  and  benevolent  purposes,  and  the  motto  is  "Happiness  is  a  roadside  llower  gniwiiij^  on  the  ir);.;liways 
of  usefulness."  The  first  )iresident  was  Mrs.  Rachel  Parker,  who  held  the  position  only  one  year.  Her  successors  have  been  Mrs.  Eunice  Stricklaml, 
Mrs.  .Mtnira  Ru{;gles  (one  year),  .Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Mrs.  E.  Parker,  Mrs.  C.  Prentiss  (seven  ye.irs),  and  Miss  Caroline  Cook,  who  has  held  the  ofi'ice 
since  May  7,  1.S6.S.  The  society  held  its  Iwenty-fiftli  anniversary  June  8,  1S65,  and  its  fiftieth,  June  4,  i.Sijo,  a  full  account  of  each  being  printed  in 
a  booklet  called  the  "  Silver  and  the  Golden  .\niiiversary."  The  society  has  worked  steadily  and  uninterruptedly,  doing  ninch  good  in  a  (|uiei  way, 
.tnd  has  heljied  e\'ery  liberal  religions  society  that  has  been  in  the  town  to  the  best  uf  its  ability,  always  re.uly  to  gi\'e  its  time,  l.ibor,  and  moiie\'  to 


a  good  cause. 

little  company  steadily  increased.  Services  were  held  in 
the  town  hall  during  1836,  and  three  years  later  the 
society  had  sufiicient  strength  to  erect  a  modest  and  con- 
venient house  of  worship  on  the  easterly  side  of  Main 
Street. 

Not  until  thirty  years  later  than  the  gathering  of  an 
organized  society  was  the  I'niversalist  church  of  the 
I'irst  I'arish  formed,  May  29,  1843.  Among  the  pastors 
during  this  period  (until  1850)  were  Rev.  Henry  Jewell, 
afterward  of  the  Second  Universalist  Society  in  Lynn  ; 
Rev.  Stillman  iiarden,  an  ardent  worker  in  the  temper- 
ance cause  ;   Rev.   Alexander   Ilichborn,  the  eloquent 


order,  provided  they  are  men  of  good  mora!  ciiaracter." 
'l"he  motion  was  refused.  The  waters  had  evidently 
begun  to  be  troubled.  Four  years  later,  April  2,  [827,  a 
new  society,  calling  itself  the  Third  Congregational  So- 
ciety of  Reading,  was  formed  and  duly  organized  under 
a  special  act  of  incorporation  the  next  year.  The 
purpose  of  the  forty-six  original  male  members,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  agreement,  was  that  "  of  promoting  pure 
and  evangelical  principles  of  practical  religion  and  mor- 
ality." The  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn  then  retired  from  the 
Congregational  pastor.ite,  offered  the  new  societ)'  land 
upon  whicli  to  creel  a  building  to  Ik  used  in  [jarl  fur 
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services  of  worship,  ami  in  |)art  for  the  promotion  of 
academic  learning;.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  the 
building  completed  in  i.Sjy.  'I'he  school  occupied  the 
first  story  and  the  society  used  the  second.  In  1S3CS, 
the  Second  Universalist  Society  of  the  town,  —  that  in 
the  north  parish  being  the  first,  —  was  formed,  with 
which  the  Third  Congregational  Society  united. 

The  decade  from  1840  to  1850  saw  most  of  the  acad- 
emies that,  ten  years  before,  were  so  popular  with  the 
educated  classes  of  the  commcMiwealth  lose  their  hold 
upon  the  public.  'I'he  Keading  Acailemy  shared  in  the 
general  decadence,  and  by  1H47  was  no  more.  The  so- 
ciety found  itself  obliged,  therefore,  to  give  up  the  build- 
ing in  which  it  had  r  .  ■  ,1 
worshiped  for  a  ■  .  ■  .  1 
score  of  years.  From  ■ 

1840,  the  mo\ement  ■      .■■        '      '  ' '  ■      '  ■- 

it    represented    has  ■  '  ' 

received    much    en-       ■  •  '  ' 

couragement  and  aid 
from    the    "  Liberal  : 
Ladies'    ISenevolent  ' 
.Association ,"  a 
group  rej^resentation 
of  which  appears  on 
the  preceding  page.  1' 
^Vmong    those  who 
served  in  the  pastor- 
ate   prior    to  1850 
are  Rev.  Messrs.  l!ar- 
bery,  i  )amon,  Strick- 
land, and  Waitt. 


The  third  meeting- 
house of  the  north 
parish,  the  one  now 
standing  on  the 
Common,  was  com- 
pleted in  1829.  In- 
dividuals of  different 
religious  beliefs  and 
representing  the  re- 
ligious mo\'ementsof 
the  clay,  which  were 
elsewhere  crystalliz- 
ing into  formal  or- 
ganizations, contrib- 
uted  to  the  buildin 
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and  owned  pews  therein.  The 
Arminian  influence  in  the  pirish  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone  was  not  counteracted,  as  in  the  south 
and  west,  b)'  a  strong  Calvinistic  and  evangelical  re\'i\'al. 
Mr.  Stone's  successor,  instead  of  being  a  Sanborn  or  an 
Emerson,  was  a  man  who  frankly  admitted,  before  his 
ordination,  that  he  "did  not  know  where  in  the  scale  of 
being  to  place  the  Lord  Jesus,"  ancl  became,  later,  sub- 
stantially a  Unitarian.  Rev.  Cyrus  Pierce  served  from 
18 19  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Stone  as  colleague,  and 
then  as  sole  pastor  until  1827,  when  Rev.  Jacob  W. 
l'"astman  succeeded  him.  It  was,  therefore,  not  until 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  later  that  the  same  thing 


occurred  in  tiie  othei'  parishes,  that  the  ni)rlh  parish 
heard  the  appeal  of  the  more  rigitl  evangelism  from  its 
pulpit.  iSleanwhile,  the  elements  thai  dcNeloprd  inlo 
Methodism  and  Liberalism  were  nearly  as  strong  as  the 
older  evangelical  ek-ment.  TIil-  majorily  (tf  ihc  i.luirch 
stood  by  the  I'uritan  standards,  'i'iius,  in  this  parish 
onl\'  were  tlie  conditions  such  as  to  |)ermit  one  of  tlutse 
du'isions,  sanctioned  by  the  famous  decision  ot  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  1820,  b)'  which  the  |ir(Jijerly  \estfd  in 
the  parish,  and  the  majority  of  the  church  went  forth, 
nearly  or  quite  emptv-hamled,  to  build  again. 

The  final  report  of  the  building  committee,  in  i82(), 
closes  with  these  hopeful  words  :  "Now,  with  the  earnest 

prayer  lliat  this  com- 
.      ■  .    •  .  mittee,  with  the  uihci' 

inhal)itants  o  f  this 
]jarish,  may  long  en- 
joy the  rich  blessing 
of  worshiping  the  liv- 
ing Ood  in  tills  tem- 
|)le  :  in  union,  har- 
mony, and  lo\e,  we 
respectfully  submit 
this  report."  The  illu- 
sions of  hope  !  Within 
three  mimlhs  li'om 
the  date  of  this  report, 
the  parish  is  notified 
and  warned  to  come 
together,  a  n  tl  see 
whether  they  will  give 
liberty  for  "  lectures 
of  liberal  preaching  to 
lie  had  in  their  meet- 
ing-house to  be 
held  at  such  times  as 
shall  n  o  t  interfere 
with  any  appointment 
that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Eastman  may  ha\e 
made."  It  was  xoted 
to  pass  the  article 
o\'er.  Again  .1  n  d 
again  the  attenqjt  was 
made  to  secure  the 
building  a  ]iortion  of 
the  time,  and  when 
not  in  use  for  an\'  other  jnirpose,  for  lecturers  or  preachers 
of  L'niversalist  doctrines.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  East- 
man's salary  came  hard  and  he  withdrew.  It  was  \'oted 
(1S32)  to  allow  thirl\-  Sunda)'s  of  the  )'ear  e\cUisi\'ely  to 
the  "  orthodox,"  and  twent\'-t\v()  to  the  '•  liberals,"  in 
periods  of  six  to  the  first  and  four  to  the  second, 
alternately.  Then  (1S33)  the  time  is  so  di\'ided  as  that 
the  meeting-house  "  is  to  be  improved  one  half  the  time 
for  the  use  of  the  orthodox  and  the  other  half  for  the 
liberal  members."  .\gain,  in  1834,  the  orthodox  party  is 
voted  the  use  of  the  building  one  half  of  the  time,  and 
the  other  denominations, —  I fniversalist  and  Methodist,- - 
the  other  half,     as  they  can  agree." 
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In  1S35,  llic  cluircii  voted  to  hold  its  cominunion  ser- 
vices in  a  hall,  and  the  following  year  built  the  house  of 
worship  on  Haverhill  Street,  which  now  is  the  church 
home  of  the  Union  ( 'ongregational  Church  of  North 
Reading.  A  large  lot  of  land  with  buildings  was  pur- 
chased in  1840  for  the  use  of  the  pastors  of  this  church. 

A  glance  at  subsequent  events  shows  that  the  Ihiiver- 
salist  society  in  connection  with  the  town  remodeled 
their  building,  fitted  the  lower  story  as  a  hall,  and  made 
of  the  upper  storv  a  place  of  worship.  The  Methodist 
element  withdrew  to  a  house  of  their  own,  now  the  high 
school  building,  where  services  were  held  for  some  time. 

'Though  Tniversalist  sentiment  has  continued  influen- 
tial in  \orth  Reading,  the  privilege  of  maintaining  public 
religious  ser\'ices  there  proved  less  desirable  in  possession 
than  in  prospect.  Various  ministers  preached  from  time 
to  time  in  the  parish  meeting-house,  but  now  this  faith 
does  not  "care  to  fix  itself  to  form,"  but  is  content  to 
be  "  the  subtle  presence  of  a  good  diffused." 

An  unfortunate  issue  of  tlie  evangelical  revival  was 
the  sharp  and  sometimes  bitter  controversies  over  doc- 
trinal belief,  and  over  measures  to  secure  the  purity  of 
churches  in  doctrine  and  morals.  Instances  of  disci- 
pline, sometimes  on  account  of  immorality,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  this  period  for  some  breach  of  the  covenant 
obligation,  —  the  result  now  of  too  strict  interpretation, 
and  again  of  too  liberal  views  of  truth,  —  were  painfully 
numerous,  however  conscientiously  undertaken.  Individ- 
ualism and  personal  liberty,  together  with  a  tremendous 
sense  of  res|)onsibility  for  souls  in  the  church  and  out- 
side, swung  to  their  extreme  limit. 

Out  of  such  conditions  grew  the  long  dispute,  not  un- 
relieved by  principles  of  moment  in  ecclesiastical  history 
and  the  splendid  sincerity  of  men  on  both  sides,  which 
led  to  the  organization  of  a  Second  Congregational 
Church  and  society  in  the  Third  Parish.  Jan.  25,  1849, 
sixty-si.x  members  of  the  old  Third  Parish  withdrew  and 
formed  another  Congregational  society.  On  the  seven- 
teentii  of  the  following  April  the  Jiethesda  Congrega- 
tional Church  was  organized  with  ninety  members.  The 
venerable  Peter  Sanborn  donated  land  for  building  an- 
other house  of  worship,  which  was  erected  tiie  same  year 
and  now  in  remodeled  form  stands  on  the  corner  of  W'o- 
burn  and  Sanborn  Streets.  Services  of  dedication,  and 
of  the  ordination  of  Re\'.  Edward  \V.  Clark,  as  pastor, 
were  held  on  New  Year's  Day,  1850. 

'J'oward  the  close  of  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Sanborn,  the 
first  meeting-house  in  the  present  Reading  was  outgrown. 

It  is  probable  that  the  masses  of  timber  on  the  parish 
lot,  blown  down  in  the  gale  of  September,  1815,  sug- 
gested a  special  opportunity.  The  available  material  was 
used  and  a  second  building  erected,  which  was  dedicated 
in  1818.  An  "accumulating  fund"  of  ^2,493  appears  to 
ha\e  remained  after  the  receipts  for  the  pews  and  the 
expenses  of  building  had  been  balanced.  This  house  was 
remodeled  in  1846,  when  it  assumed  the  familiar  appear- 
ance of  the  '•  Old  South  Church." 

With  the  second  evangelical  revival  came  not  only  the 
parting  of  the  ways,  but  also  larger  thought  and  deep- 
ened feeling  in  religious  life,  resulting  in  movements  for 


the  u|")lifting  atid  blessing  of  mankind.  These  may  be 
called,  collectivel)',  hiunanitarian  reforms. 

-Schools  for  the  study  and  teaching  of  the  Scriptures 
were  organized  especially  for  the  young.  The  Sunday 
school  of  the  ]'"irst  Church  was  started  in  1818;  the  same 
year,  in  South  Reading,  the  Paptist  church  organized  one. 
Soon  after,  in  the  Second  Church,  one  was  formed,  and  in 
1826,  the  liaptist  church  of  the  north  parish  began  theirs. 
A  Saturday  afternoon  liible  class  was  begun  in  Reading 
in  18 16,  at  the  suggestion  of  .\ndover  students,  and  with 
their  assistance.  The  Reading  Sabbath  School  Society, 
formed  in  connection  with  the  Third  Parish  Church,  took 
the  place  of  the  Pible  Class.  This  society  was  organized 
in  1824,  and  held  sessions  dining  tlie  summer  ft)r  chil- 
dren until  1850.  Members  were  received  on  payment  of 
twenty-fi\'e  cents  for  an  annual  membership,  and  ^5  for  a 
life  membership.  The  regular  officers  of  the  society, 
including  a  board  of  eight  directors,  appointed  the  super- 
intendent, teachers,  and  visitors,  and  exercised  general 
oversight.  The  first  report  informs  us  that  the  number  of 
\'erses  learned  from  the  Scriptures  during  the  sessions 
of  the  first  year  was  29,810,  an  average  for  each  member 
of  six  and  one  half  chapters  of  thirty  verses  each. 

The  Reading  Sunday  school  became  interested  in  work 
outside  its  own  limits.  Offerings  were  made  for  the 
assistance  of  schools  in  the  West,  and  in  1838,  the  an- 
nual contribution  was  divided  between  this  object  and 
the  antislaver\'  cause.  Thti  gift  to  the  latter  cause  was 
sent  for  two  successive  years  to  teachers  of  fugitive  slaves 
in  Canada. 

Two  antislavery  societies  were  formed  in  the  'i'hird 
Parish  in  1S33.  One  was  the  hrst  female  antislavery 
society  formed  in  America,  so  far  as  known ;  the  other 
was  the  first  auxiliary  to  the  New  England  Antisla\'er\- 
Society.*  The  hrst  president  of  the  society  of  women 
was  Mrs.  Sarah  Reid,  wife  of  the  |)astor  of  the  'Third 
Parish,  or  Congregational  Church  :  the  second  i)resident 
was  Mrs.  Eunice  A.  Pickett,  wife  of  his  successor.  Prob- 
ably six  of  the  eight  members  of  the  first  oflicial  board, 
not  including  the  president,  were  membei's  of  this  church. 
Of  the  men's  society,  the  hrst  president  was  Rev.  Jared 
Reid,  the  minister  just  referred  to  ;  four  members  of  the 
eight  on  the  official  board,  not  including  the  president, 
were  of  the  same  religious  organization,  and  six  were  of 
the  congregation.  The  preamble  of  the  constitution  of  tlie 
society  of  women  discloses  a  religious  basis.  "  We  be- 
lieve," it  declares,  "that  slavery  is  contrary  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christianity";  and  adds,  "recognizing  the 
inspired  declaration  that  God  hath  made  of  one  bhxjd 
all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  in  obedience  to  our  Saviour's  Colden  Rule  — 
we  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  societ)'." 

Still  further,  we  must  refer  to  two  sets  of  ringing  reso- 
lutions upon  the  subject  of  slaver)',  spread  upon  the 
records  of  this  same  church  in  1837  and  1842.  The  hrst 
were  most  deliberately  adopted  after  discussing  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  chosen  fi\e  weeks  before  to  draw  up 
a  declaration.    The  pastor.  Rev.  Aaron   Pickett,  was  a 

*  See  letter  of  Wni   lAnyd  G.irrisrjii  i,j  llii.iiu  ll.uriis,  Ksq,,  '■  llisimy  d  Kl.iiI- 
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ineniber  of  tliis  coiniiiittcL'.  Afler  l)ein^'  adopted,  the 
leport  was  ordered  printed  in  p.ijiers  friendly  to  the 
cause. 

'These  resolutions  declare  the  conviction  of  the  church 
that  "all  attempts  to  justify  slavery  from  the  Word  of 
(]ocl  are  gross  perversions  of  its  precepts  and  doctrines, 
tend  to  lessen  its  influence,  and  to  impair  confidence  in 
its  truth  and  divine  authority  "  ;  that  "  the  principal  origin 
of  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  l'"nited  States"  is  selfishness;  that  a 
"direct  and  palpable  violation  of  Christ's  command  to 
search  the  Scriptures  "  is  invoh'ed  in  laws  withholding  the 
l!il)le  from  the  sla\-e  ;  that  to  admit  to  the  fellowship  and 
communion  of  the  Church  those  who  advocate  or  sustain 
slavery  is  to  destroy  her  purity  and  inriuence  ;  that  im- 
mediate emancipation  shouki  be  earnesth'  and  heartily 
advocated  by  the  Christian  pulpit  ;  and  that  sla\'e  and 
slaveholder  shoidd  be  remembered  in  prayer,  since  the 
hoj^e  of  the  peaceful  abolition  of  slavery  is  in  Cod 
alone.  * 

The  resolutions  ui  1S42  were  less  elaborate,  following, 
as  they  did,  the  address  of  an  agent  of  the  cause,  but 
they  unanimousl}'  ami  emphatically  leatTirmed  previous 
testimony. 

'i'he  churches  and  pai  ishes  of  this  period  bore  emphatic 
testimony  against  intemperance  and  kindred  vices.  ( )ne 
hundred  and  foiu'teen  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
I'irst  Parish,  in  1820,  signed  articles  of  association  "for 
the  sup|3ression  of  vice  and  iinmoralit}' '' ;  certifying  that 
they  would  at  all  times  oppose  the  practise  of  minors  and 
others  '•collecting  theniseh'es  at  the  'I'avern, 
Retail  Stores,  or  other  plais  for  resort  for  tipling, 
gambling,  or  idling  away  their  time  in  other 
imoralities  (the  greatest  evil  that  can  befall  a 
town.)"  Should  the  verbal  warning  fail,  they 
threatened  to  put  in  force  the  laws  of  the  com- 
mon wealth. 

In  1.S33,  the  I'irst  Church  voted  to  "  receive 
none  into  our  body  but  those  who  hold  to  total 
abstinence  from  (ardent  spirit)  except  as  medi- 
cine." In  1S39,  the  'I'hird  Church  chose  a  com- 
mittee to  "  consider  the  expediency  of  pledging 
candidates  for  membership  to  al)stinence  from 
intoxicating  litpiors  as  a  beverage."  In  1828, 
the  Daptist  church  of  the  north  parish  voted,  "in 
view  of  the  dedication  and  ordination,"  "  that  we 
recommend  to  the  society  in  general  to  provide 
no  spirit  for  the  occasion."  Of  the  same  parish 
it  could  be  said,  in  1844,  that  "a  most  manifest 
and  cheering  change  in  the  whole  aspect  and  character 
of  the  place  "  had  appeared  in  consequence  of  the 
suppression  of  intemperance. t 

Another  result  of  the  awakened  religious  thought  and 
feeling  was  the  mo\'ement  in  the  line  of  missionary  ser- 
vice. Many  in  these  parishes  have  responded  to  the  call 
for  workers  at  home  and  in  ftn'eign  lands.  Rev.  Daniel 
Temple  and  Rev.  lienjamin  Wyman  Parker  —  one  a  mis- 
sionary in   the  Orient,  and  the  other  in  the  Sandwich 

*  l\ec(jrds  uf  ilic  Old  Sniiih  or  'riiird  Cluii  cli  of  I-icading. 

"I  Address  by  Dr.  JaiiKs  FliiU,  Re.iding  r>i-cc;ntciinial,  iSn,  page  51. 


Islands  -claim  at  least  passing  mention.  To  refci-  mme 
at  length  to  the  faithful  and  self-forgclful  services  of  lay- 
men in  our  churches  and  Sunday  sihools  anti  societies 
W(nild  be  gi\  ing  honor  wheic,  in  man\'  c.ises,  nuicli  honoi" 
is  due.  'I'he  ministers  who  have  gone  forth  fiom  f.iniilics 
within  these  churches  have  wrought  nobl\'  foi-  liie  cause 
the}'  learned  to  love  within  these  circles  of  home  and 
church.  Among  them  maybe  nametl  Rev.  I  )rs.  i;r<jwn 
lunerson,  Aaron  Bancroft,  and  Jacob  iiurnap  ;  Re\s. 
Micah  Stone,  Alfred  Emerson,  Thom.is  A.  l-'nu-rson, 
Frederick  S.  Wiley,  Winfield  S.  Ilawkes,  and  John  I ;. 
Lewis,  3d. 

We  would  ch,iractei'i/e  more  accuralel}'  and  geneiouslv 
the  ministers  of  the  churches  in  town  during  these  e\'eut- 
ful  )'ears.  There  was  Reuben  l-',merson,  witii  his  X'igiu'ous 
mintl,  strong  convictions,  rigid  conservatism,  and  x'ersalile 
talents,  pastor  of  the  First  Churt  h  fort\-one  \  ears  alone, 
and  live  with  a  member  of  the  same  Reatling  famil)-  as 
himself — Rev.  Alfred  Fmerson,  —  and  the  eighth  in 
tiiat  succession  of  devoted  pastors,  diuing  two  hunched 
)'ears,  all  of  whom  tlied  among  theii'  own  people.  There 
was  .Samuel  Green,  of  the  Third  Church,  who  seemed  to  a 
little  child  to  "  talk  sweetly  of  God,"  a  man  oi  the  highest 
order  of  spirituality,  and  who  died  in  lioston  while  pastor 
of  the  Essex  Street  Church.  And  there  was  J.ired  Reiil 
(1823  1833),  conscientious  and  unselfish,  anxious  to 
bear  his  part  well  in  church  and  town  allaiis  ;  Aai'on 
Pickett  (1S33-1850),  whcjse  lot  was  cast  in  tioublous 
times,  but  who  enjoyed  the  suppcjrt  of  lo\al  friends  ;  and 
Ephraim  W.  Allen,  of  the  north  parish  (1843  1852),  the 


ANTI-SLAVERY  CHINA. 

'I'hu  KL-;uliii,u  t'L-iualc  Anti -^hiVL-iy  .S(jLiety  was  cir^.mi/.Lcl  M.inli 
22,  wilh   Mrs.   .S.irah    Rcjicl   as  pi csi(_lcnt,   ami   to  Rc.uliiij; 

l)L-loiigs  the  liistorii:al  ImiKir  uf  gi\  iiig  birth  to  the  lust  fcm.iKj  anli- 
shuciy  society  evL-r  fouiulcd  in  America.  In  M.i)  of  th.il  vcir, 
William  Lloyd  darrison  went  on  his  iirst  anli-sl.i\ er\  mi-.-.ion  to 
("ireat  liritain,  hearing  wilh  him  approving  teslinionv  of  confuleni  e 
from  the  Reading  Society.  As  a  result,  the  ladies  of  I'.ngland  sent 
to  their  .\merican  sisters  a  china  tea-set,  each  piece  of  uhiili  w.is 
ornamented  with  a  picture  re|)resenting  a  kneeling  sla\e,  wilh 
manacled  hands,  r.iised  in  the  attitude  of  praving.  These  ^\ere  dis 
triljuted  amcjng  the  members  of  ihe  Reading  Soc  iciy,  .ind  are  slill 
preserved  with  religious  care.  The  illusi ration  i cprest  ii I s  iwo  pici 
of  this  china  tea-set,  owned  liy  Mrs.  A.  .S.  Duxlon. 
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p;iinstaking  recorder  and  diligent  servant  of  his  people 
in  the  tilings  of  the  gospel.  ;  , 

\\\.    TiiK  Last  IIaik  C'I'A' iukv  —  Of  i'wakd  and  SriRii- 
IJAl,  I'rdcress. 

The  religious  life  of  the  community  during  the  last 
half  century  is  to  be  studied  nut  only  in  the  history  of 
cliurches  gathered  prior  to  1850,  hut  also  in  the  expres- 
sion of  certain  marked  cfiaracteristics.    Tliese  are  :  - - 

I.  'I'iie  organization  of  new  ciiurciies,  especially  those 
with  a  polity  (Uher  than  Congregational  ; 

indi\idual  churches, 

and 


'he  organic  union  of  sejjarale, 
growing  spir- 


itual unity  among  all 
the  churches ; 

3.  The  develo[)- 
ment  of  religious  life 
within  churches  into 
n  e  w  organizations 
for  sjjiritual  cultme 
and  for  the  service 
of  humanity- 

Ivach  of  these  will 
be  considered  in  or- 
der, and  then  the 
history  of  tlie  older 
churclies  brief!  y 
traced,  with  special 
reference,  however, 
to  the  building  of  a 
foiuth  house  of  wor- 
ship, the  crown  of 
them  all,  by  the 
First  Church  and 
society. 

I .  The  population 
of  the  three  parishes 
of  the  original  terri- 
tory increased  from 
3,7  I  o  in  I S40  to 
13,854  in  1895.  This 
increase  is  limited 
to  the  present  Wake- 
held  and  Reading. 
The  expansion  of  in- 
dustrial life  in  W'ake- 
tield,  which  began 
about  the  middle  of 

the  centur}',  attracted  hundreds  of  people  of  foreign  birth 
and  of  the  Roman  ("atholic  faith.  Soon  after  this  indus- 
trial development  began,  the  first  mass  in  town  was  said  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Shehan,  then  of  Salem,  in  a  private  house, 
standing  near  W'akelield  Junction.  Land  was  purchased 
for  a  Catholic  house  of  worship,  and  work  on  it  begun  in 
1852.  This  building  was  erected  upon  a  portion  of  the  site 
of  the  present  imposing  church  home  of  the  people  of  St. 
Joseph's  Church  and  parish.  Moved  in  187  i  to  Murray 
.Street,  and  there  known  as  Lyceum  Mall,  it  was  replaced 
by  a  second  house  of  worship  with  capacity  for  seating 
eight  hunelred  people.    The  plan,  as  originally  conceived 


by  Rev.  W.  II.  I'"it/patrick,  but  not  at  the  time  fully 
cai  ried  out,  called  for  a  structure  in  the  fcM  iu  of  the  sym- 
bol of  the  I'assion,  the  Latin  cross. 

( )ccupied  in  Noxemlier,  1871,  before  man\'  months 
every  seat  was  iiired.  'l"he  parish  rapid!)'  outgrew  its 
limitations,  and  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  original  hjt 
was  purchased  in  order  to  make  an  addition.  'J'lie  corner 
stone  of  the  present  edilice  was  laid  Sept.  8,  1889,  and 
tile  building,  when  fuiished  in  hannon\'  witli  the  origin. d 
design,  was  dedicated  with  splendid  ceremonies  \ov.  9, 
I  890. 

Constructetl  of  wood,  with  a  tall  spire  surmounted  by 

a  gilded  cross,  and 
a  conspicuous  land- 
marlv  bolli  to  resi- 
dents and  travelers 
by  rail,  its  exterior 
is  very  attractixe. 
Aliout  twelve  hun- 
dred peojile  can  be 
seated  within,  in- 
cluding the  space 
in  tile  twii  g.dleries 
of  the  main  bod\'  of 
the  house,  and  in 
the  easterly  gallery, 
which  i  s  [lartl}' 
Idled  by  the  organ. 
At  present,  two  ser- 
vices are  held  on 
Sundays,  with  ,1 
maximum  attend- 
ance of  eighteen 
hundred. 

'I'hree  altars,  the 
central  one  of  wliicli 
is  resplendent  with 
white  and  gold  : 
memori.il  windows, 
tlie  gift  of  indi\  id- 
u.ds  and  societies  ; 
windows  of  stained 
glass  uninscribed  ; 
massi\e  pillars  and 
ornate  decorations 
of  fresco  work,  are 
striking  features  of 
the  beautiful  in- 
terior. 'Lhrougli  the  efforts  of  Rev.  M.  F.  Flatley,  in  1873, 
a  Sunday  school  was  instituted,  which  is  now  in  a  nourish- 
ing condition.  About  live  hundred  pupils  are  enrolled, 
with  an  average  attendance  for  the  last  full  year  of  three 
hundred  and  se\-enty-five. 

With  St.  Joseph's  Church  are  connected  various  socie- 
ties, as  has  been  the  case  during  its  history.  Those 
directly  connected  at  present  are  :  St.  Joseph's  L)ceum, 
the  Holy  Name  Society,  the  Sacred  Heart  Society,  a 
temperance  society,  the  Church  Debt  Society,  and  the 
Afutual  .Aid  Societ)'  of  about  two  Innidred,  formed  to 
assist  mendiers  in  the  e\'ent  of  sickness  and  death. 


ST.  JOSEPH'S  (CATHOLIC)  CHURCH  AND  PAROCHIAL  RESIDENCE, 
Albion  Street.  W^kclield. 


OF  'riri':  anciicn  i' 


I 


■(  )\VN  ( )!■' 


Kl'.DDIN'C 


Since  1887,  Rev.  Jereniiali  K.  Millerick  lias  been  pas 
tor  of  this  church,  assisted  uiUii  May,   1894,  by  Rev 
I).  H.  Reardon,  and  subsequently  by  Rev.  \V.  T.  O'Con 
nor.     l''ather  Millerick  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
came  to  this  country  when  four  years  of  age.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Uoston,  at 
Holy    Cross    College,  Worcester,   and    at  the 
American  College,  Rome.  Ordained  in  1872,  he 
served  as  assistant  rector  of  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Roston,  for  ten  years,  and  as  pastor  five  years  at 
East  Weymouth,  before  coming  to  Wakefield.  In 
his  last  charge  his  labors  have  been  unusually 
successful. 

The  former  residence  of  the  pastors  of  this 
parish  was  at  the  corner  of  Gould  and  Albion 
Streets,  where  it  is  still  standing.  The  present 
parochial  residence  is  a  fine  house  on  the  corner 
of  (Jould  and  Murray  Streets,  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  edifice,  and  the  entire  property,  bounded 
by  .Vlbion,  Gould,  Afurray,  West  Chestnut 
Streets,  and  the  street  near  the  railroad, 
gi\'es  evidence  of  most  careful  and  judicious 
attention. 

Starting  nearly  a  half  century  ago,  with  hut  a  few  fol- 
lowers, the  Catholic  faith,  represented  by  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  includes  at  least  two  thousand  people  in  Wake- 
tield  alone. 

Adherents  of  this  faith  in  Reading,  before  1883,  were 
more  or  less  closely  affiliated  with  the  society  whose  his- 
tory has  just  been  traced.  The  first  mass  was  celebrated 
in  Reading,  in  Lyceum   Hall,   Feb.  5,  18S3,  by  Rev. 


school  of  one  lunulrcd  members.  Thi 
charge  of  tiie '[Kislors  of  St.  [osepli's  ( 
is  no  resident  minister  of 


pansli  IS  slill  III 
iui  (  h,  ami  llici  e 
the  Catholic  l.iilli  in  idwn. 


REV.  J.  E.  MILLERICK. 

M.  F.  Flatley.  Toward  the  close  of  1886,  land  was 
purchased  for  the  house  of  worship  on  Washington 
Street.  In  May  of  the  ne.xt  year,  ^St.  Agnes  Church 
was  completed  and  the  first  service  held.  iVearly  an 
acre  of  land,  adjoining  the  lot  on  which  this  building 
stands,  was  secured  in  i88y,  in  anticipation  of  a  proposed 
new  and  larger  building.  The  parish  of  the  Catholic 
church  in  Reading  numbers  about  five  hundred.  Two 
services  are  held  on  tiie  Sabbath.     There  is  a  Sunday 


ST.  AGNES  (CATHOLIC)  CKURCH, 
Wa^liiiigton  Street,  Readliijj;. 

Members  of  the  parish  are  connected  with  organizations 
mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  the  larger  church. 

The  beginnings  of  Emmanuel  Fpiscojial  Church  in 
Wakefield  may  be  traced  back  forty  years  or  moie,  to  the 
occasional  services  held  by  the  Rev.  William  'J'.  .Smithetl, 
then  rector  of  (Christ's  ('hurcli  in  lioston,  ,ind  b\'  Rev. 
Frederick  S.  Wiley,  then  rector  of  I'lirist's  Ciuircli,  New 
^'ork,  and  a  native  of  the  town.  In  iSfKj,  several  o[ 
the  clergy  of  the  Eastern  Convtjcation  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Massachusetts  sustained  regular  services  and 


EMMAMUEL  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
W.iieriSiiLxt,  W.ikcfiLld. 

were  instrumental  in  forming  a  mission.  At 
1870,  the  congregation  organized  itself  into 
which,  in  the  following  year,  united  with  the  d 
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Massiuluisctts.  I)ui"in_i;  llu-  lirsl  ten  3c;irs  of  ils  lii.stor)', 
SL*r\'icc.s  were  licld  in  \'ari(jus  ruunis  and  halls.  Rev. 
Sanuiel  K,  Slack,  who  hatl  i.)rc\'iousl)'  been  appointed  to 


INTERIOR  OF  EMMANUEL  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
•    ■  ' W.ikulicUl. 

the  misbion,  was  first  placed  in  charge  of  the  parish. 
He  resigned  his  trust  in  1S73,  and  was  followed  two 
years  later  1))'  Rev.  (ieorge  Walker,  through  whose  efforts, 
supported  by  the  zealous  cooperation  of  the  people,  the 
inox'enient  obtained  a  good  foundation.  Rev.  Samuel 
llodgkiss,  a  lay  reader  and  student  at  the  Cand^ridge 
'I'heological  School,  served  teniporaril)',  and  was  appointed 
niissionar\-  in  charge  in  18S1.  Duruig  the  time  of  iiis 
ministry  a  building  fiuid  was  raised,  and  a  church  edi- 
fice erected  at  the  cost  of  about  ^.5.000.  No  debt  was 
allowed  to  burden  the  societ)'  after  dedication.  Rev. 
Frederick  Luson  Ijecame  minister  in  charge,  ser\ing 
from  1SS2  to  1.SS4,  when  in  June  he  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  William  Hall  Williams,  as  lay  reader,  who,  after 
graduation  and  ordination  as  deacon,  became  rector  of 
the  church,  .\fter  li\'e  \'ery  successful  years,  he  resigned 
to  become  rector  at  Newton  Highlands,  and  was  folhjwed 
I)y  Rev.  Irving  Spencer.  In  1892,  Rev.  John  A.  Staun- 
ton came  from  ^Srooklyn,  N .  Y.,  to  assume  pastoral  charge 
and  remained  one  year. 

I'.oth  Air.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Williams  at  different  times 
opened  a  mission  in  Reading,  holding  services  in  ]k)yce's 
Hall  Sunday  afternoons.  lUit  these  efforts  were  tempo- 
rarily gi\'en  up.  Individuals  of  the  Episcopalian  faith 
ami  oriler  in  Reading  continue  fcjr  the  most  part  in 
cordial  relations  with  either  the  Congregational  or  the 
Christian  L-nion  congregations,  and  are  willing  and  gen- 
erous supporters  of  benevolent  and  missionary  organiza- 
tions connected  with  them. 

The  view  presented  in  this  volume  is  that  of  the  origi- 
nal chapel,  enlarged  in  1891,  ami  remodeled  into  a 
homelike  and  attractive  place  of  worship.  Since  Mr. 
Staunton  assumed  charge,  the  interior  of  the  building  has 
been  thoroughl)' renovated  and  refurnished,  at  an  expense 
of  more  than  $4,000.    A  beautiful  altar,  the  gift  of  Mrs. 


Haiiiel  C.  Walton,  is  a  pleasing  and  x'alucd  leatuu-  of 
the  interior.  \''oluntary  ol'lerings,  together  w  ith  a  s\'steiii 
of  weekly  pletlges,  meet  the  e\|)ensesol  tliepaiisli. 

It  a|3pears  that  the  lirst  ellort  to  ol.itaiii  a 
Methodist  preacher  regularly  in  any  of  the  three 
parishes  was  in  1835,  w  hen  two  members  <  il  that 
denomination  were  aiDjDointed  l<>  ser\e  at 
,Ando\erand  North  Reailing.  lender  dillereiit 
names,  as  "  North  Reading  Mission,"  "  I,)-nu- 
field  and  North  Reading,''  ••  North  Maiden, 
^  Lynnfield,  and  North  Reading,"  the  field  coii- 
tinned  for  some  time  to  be  assigneil  to  wii  ioiis 
parties  for  preaching  and  pastoral  ser\  ii  e. 

South  Iveatliiig  appears  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Conference  for  the  first  time  in  1S51,  but 
irregularl)'  until  1865.  Re\'.  'fliomas  Roller 
was  sent  there  in  1865,  in  response  to  a 
petition  presented  to  the  Conference  b_\' sev  eral 
inhal/itants  of  the  town.  In  1867  the  appoint- 
ment reati,  "  Reading  and  .South  Reading." 

The  Methodist  flpiscopal  Church  of  Wake- 
field  was  organized   with  a   membershii)  of 
twenty  six,   June   4,    1865.      for   four  }ears 
ser\'ices  were  held  in  the  Uni\'ersalist  house 
of  worship.     Albi(jn  Hall  buiUling   was  pur- 
chased   for  the   use   of   the    society  in    1870.  After 
several  years  of  prosperity  it  was  determined  to  build  a 
new  edifice  on  Albion  Street,  farther  west.    A  lot  was  pur- 
chased in  1873,  and  work  imiiu'diatel\' l)egun.  financial 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
Albi.m  Sircet,  W.ikericld. 

trials  of  a  ver)'  serious  natiu'e  rendered  the  undertaking 
more  arduous  than  was  anticipatetl,  but  the  house  was  fin- 
ished and  dedicated  in  februar)',  1874.    The  expense  (jf 
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buildiiij;  was  somewliat  over  >_'5,ooo,  and  a  mortgage  of 
nearly  lialf  that  amount  remained  upon  the  property. 
This  iieavy  dei)t  was  reduced  one  half  through  the  earnest 
efforts  of  Rev.  Gilbert  ('.  Osgood,  and  the  remainder 
lifted  by  the  membership,  assisted  by  friendly  offerings 
from  members  of  other  societies,  under  the  untiring 
leadership  of  Rev.  'JMiomas  C.  Martin.  The  great  joy 
of  this  deliverance  found  expression  in  a  grand  jubilee 
(April  9,  1886),  ministers  in  town  and  speakers  from 
without  bringing  congratulations. 

The  church  edifice  occupies  a  prominent  and  central 
position  on  .Albion  Street,  east  of  the  railroad.  It  will 
seat  nearly  six  hundred.  From  one  corner  rises  a  grace- 
ful spire,  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  A  vestry  provides 
room  for  the  Sunday  school  and  social  meetings.  It  is 
the  church  home  of  a  prosjierous  and  growing  religious 
body,  recognized  in  the  community  as  earnest  and  aggres- 
sive in  the  support  of  moral  and  religious  movements. 
'i"he  pastor  since  1893  is  Rev.  A.  H.  Herrick.  Other 
pastors  have  been  as  follows  :  Rev.  Messrs.  Daniel  At- 
kins, M.  ]>.  Chapman,  C.  L.  McCurdy,  John  Peterson, 
K.  A.  Howard,  Kzra  A.  Manning,  now  a  resident  of 
Reading,  1 ).  Richards,  D.  S.  Coles,  now  a  physician  in 
Wakefield,  \V.  1''.  Cook,  and  j.  H.  Thompson. 

In  Lyceum  Hall,  Reading,  tliat  kind  shelter  of  infant 
religious  organizations,  during  the  autumn  of  1866,  Rev. 
Abram  1).  Merrill,  familiarly  called  "  l-'ather  Merrill," 
preached  several  times.  Services  were  continued  among 
the  people,  jjrayer-meetings  were  held  from  house  to 
house,  and  a  Sunday  school  was  formed,  of  which  Robert 
liowser  became  the  first  superintendent,  as  he  was  the 
first  class  leader.  June  9,  1867,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Reading  was  formally  organized  with  nineteen 
members  and  eleven  probationers,  Rev.  Daniel  Atkins,  of 
Wakefield,  then  South  Reading,  leading  in  the  regular 
Lord's  Day  services. 

An  estate  on  Ash  Street  was  purchased  in  1869  and  a 
plain,  substantial  wooden  building  begun.  This  house 
of  worship  was  dedicated  July  1,  1870,  and  served  for 
a  church  home  until  after  the  union  of  the  two  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  1886.  The  opportunity  then  afforded 
of  purchasing  the  property  facing  the  Common  and  for- 
merly held  by  the  Old  South  Society  was  accepted.  Since 
1887,  the  Methodist  church  has  borne  the  old  name  of 
the  church  whose  house  was  then  acquired,  and  enjoyed 
the  use  of  this  commodious  building  with  its  fine  location, 
its  auditorium  for  at  least  eight  hundred  people,  and  its 
chapel  in  the  rear. 

Rev.  Seth  C.  Cary  is  the  present  pastor,  having  been 
stationed  here  in  1893.  His  predecessors  in  office  ha\'e 
been  as  follows:  Rev.  Messrs.  Stephen  C'ushing,  J.  N. 
Short,  William  H.  Hatch,  J.  L.  Hannaford,  James  F. 
Mears,  William  Silverthorne,  Dr.  Daniel  Steele,  Rev. 
James  H.  Humphrey,  and  Rev.  Frederick  N.  Upham,  of 
the  15aker  Memorial  Church  of  Dorcliester. 

Though,  from  time  to  time,  seriously  hampered  b)'  the 
loss  of  members  upon  whose  sagacity  and  devotion  the 
Methodist  brotherhood  greatly  relied,  the  church  has 
made  progress  and  will  doubtless  increase  its  efficiency 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in 


the  comnuuiit\',  opposing  c\'il  and  fostering  the  good. 
.Another  offslioot  from  the  original  Congregational  (.  luucli 
of  Reading  became  in  1873  the  nui  leus  of  a  I'resb)  teri.m 
organization  of  twent)'  nicmbeis.  The  lollouing  \e.ir 
its  house  of  worship  on  Wohurn  Street   was  completed, 


OLD  SOUTH  CHURCH  (METHODIST  EPISCOPAL), 
Lowell  Street,  Readiii;^. 

since  known  as  ISoyce's  Hall  and  Odd  Fellows'  Hall. 
The  pulpit  w  as  supplied  by  Rev.  A  S.  ( Gardiner,  Rev.  1'.  M. 
MacDonald,  now  of  St.  Andrew's  I*resb\terian  Church 
of  I!(jston,  Rev.  Donald  Cameron,  and  others.  Services 
ceased  to  be  heUl  in  1887,  and  several  of  its  families 
united  with  the  Congregational  church. 

A  society  of  Second  Ad\entists  began  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  South  Reading  in  1843.  Services  have  since 
been  held  in  halls,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  a  private  resi- 
dence on  Church  Street,  the  home  of  Mr.  John  ]>.  Adams. 
At  present  there  is  a  Sunday  school,  and  services  with 
preaching  are  regularly  held  in  Cnion  Hall,  near  the  his- 
toric corner  of  .Main  and  Albion  Stieets,  Sunday  after- 
noons. 

IJelievers  in  the  doctrines  of  Christian  Science  began 
to  hold  public  meetings  in  Reading  in  189 1.  Ser\  iees 
with  a  sermon,  folknved  b)'  a  .Suiida)-school  session,  were 
maintained  until  recently.  At  present  a  single  service  is 
conducted  by  two  readers,  one  from  the  Scriptures  and 
the  other  from  Mrs.  M.  IJ.  G.  luldy's  "  Science  and 
Health."  The  place  of  meeting  is  Red  Men's  Hall,  and 
the  congregation  is  a  branch  of  the  First  Church  of 
Christian  Scientists  of  ]5oslon. 

In  the  charming  and  prosperous  southern  village  of 
Wakefield,  known  as  Greenwood,  a  religious  society  has 
existed  for  twent3'-two  years,  having  been  formed  in  1873, 
and  named  the  "Greenwood  Congregational  Society  of 
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Wakefield,"  and  afterward,  the  "  i''ir.st.  Congregational 
Society  of  Greenwood."     An  ineffectual  effort  to  unite 


>■•        GRtErJWOOD  CHAPEL, 
W.ikefield. 

with  the  Melrose  Highlands  church,  in   1875,  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  engagement  (;f  Rev.  Austin  S.  (larx'er,  of 
the  Congregational  faith,  who  served  the  society  four 
years.    A  second  effort  to  unite  with  the  neighboring 
church  of  Melrose  Highlands  resulted  as  before. 

In  18S2,  the  Young  Folks'  Society  of  the  place, 
then  an  organization  of  considerable  strength  and 
influence,  engaged  Rev.  W.  H.  Morrison  ( L'niversalist ), 
of  Wakefield,  who  preached  regularly  for  two  jears. 
Creenwood  or  Lyceum  Hall,  an  unfinished  room  in  the 
schoolhouse,  was  about  this  time  required  for  public 
schtjols,  and  the  society  was  obliged  to  seek  other 
C]  u  a  r  t  e  r  s .  In 
September     o  f 

18S3,  a  jDortion  j 
of  the  Joseph 
Katon  estate 
was  bought,  and 
the  next  Novem- 
ber s  a  w  the 
foundations  of  a 
chapel  laid. 
Though  imlin- 
ished,  this  build- 
ing was  occu- 
pied during  the 
winter.  The 
upper  portion 
remained  incom- 
plete until  the 
winter  of  1894 
-5,  when  it  was 
linished  a  n  d 
dedicated    "  for 


ing  was  a])ovU  5^), 000.  l*racticallv  free  from  debt,  tlic 
society  is  now  prospei'ous  and   with    a    bright  outldok. 

I'or  se\'eral  years  [last,  the  (ireenwood  pe<jpiL' 
have  had  the  services  of  the  I'lolest.nU 
pastors  of  Wakelicid.  'I'he  n.imc  of  I'rof. 
I'',dw,ir<ls  A.  Park,  of  Ando\'er,  is  associalcil 
w  itli  the  carHer  effm  ts  of  this  societ_\ . 

An  organi/ation  of  ladies  has  iaboiecl  witli 
unwearied  earnestness,  and  to  lis  laljors  the 
present  standing  of  the  socict)'  is  large!)  ilue. 
The  offerings  of  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  I'lint  and 
Mr.  I.)'man  H.  'Fasker  are  grateful!)-  reuieiu- 
Ijered.  About  1858,  a  Sunda)'  school  was 
organized  thiough  the  interest  of  Mr.  H.  1 ). 
Degen  and  others.  Fxcept  for  a  Itrief  period 
in  1879,  it  has  continuousl)'  held  sessi(jiis, 
and  is  now  in  isood  Loiulition,  with  an  avci'aL'e 
attendance  of  more  than  one  hundred. 

'File  extix'ine  easterl)-  portion  of  Wakelield, 
with  its  post-oflice,  two  liraiicli  lines  of 
railroad,  and  a  population  sharing  in  the 
general  growth  of  the  town,  realized  man\ 
years  ago  the  importance  of  iiax  iiig  religious 
serx'ices  within  its  own  limits.  Tliere  were 
peritjds,  not  consecutive,  but  reaching  back  man)'  \ears, 
when   meetings  of  a  religious  nature  were  held  in  the 
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INTERIOR  OF  MONTROSE  CHAPEL. 

sclioolhouse,  and  conducted  l>y 
laj'iiien  from  the  churches  ai'ouiul. 
It  came  to  be  felt  that  the  inllu- 
eiice  of  Christian  truth  should 
be  more  permanently  establislieil 
there,  for  the  education  of  the 
communit)',  and  in  inspiring  its 
social  and  moral  life. 

A  union  Sunda\'  scIkjoI  was 
gathered  in  1873.  'i'he  \'.  M.  C. 
.\.  of  Wakeliekl,  then  active,  be- 


all  purposes  of  a  Christian  church,  without  respect  of  came  interc\sted  in  it  and  assisted  in  its  support  w  ith  other 
persons,"  Feb.  27,  1895.    'I'he  expense  of  lot  and  build-     laymen  from  the  town  churches.    'I'his  school  began  with 
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an  attendance  of  forty-nine,  and  numbers  now  al)out  one 
hundred. 

A  society  of  ladies  was  formed  in  1877,  with  Mrs.  Mary 
F..  Stowell  president,  iiavinij;  tiie  building  of  a  ciiapel  in 
view.  A  cliapel  society  was  incorporated  in  18S1.  JJ\- 
the  middle  of  1885,  its  fund  had  reached  ^11,400,  and  a 
building  committee  was  chosen.  A  lot  of  land  was  deeded 
this  society  on  condition  that  a  place  of  worship  for  the  use 
of  evangelical  Christians  be  erected  thereon,  the  donors 
l)eing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Menry  W.  Stowell.  .\  tasteful  and 
con\'enient  chajjel  was  dedicated  April  28,  1S86,  and 
with  no  cloud  of  debt  hanging  o\er  it,  so  generous  was 
the  response  of  outside  friends,  among  whom  may  be  re- 
called Mrs.  Harriet  N.  ]'"lint,  Rev.  David  N.  lieach,  Mrs. 
Julia  A.  'I'itcomb,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Morton. 

The  building  stands  on  the  south  side  of  Salem  Street, 
and  is  occupied  every  .Sunday.  'i'he  Sunday  school 
meets  in  the  forenoon,  and  services  of  worship,  with 
preaching  by  ministers  of  different  denominations,  are 
held  in  the  afternoon.  Conference  and  prayer  services 
have  been  regularly  held  since  1883.  The  history  of 
Montrose  Chapel  is  one  of  patient,  united  toil,  in  which 
consecrated  Christian  wonurnhoocl  has  led  the  wa\'. 


2.  The  last  two  movements,  thus  briefly  sketched,  repre- 
sent, to  some  e.xtent,  the  union  of  rejjresentatives  of  differ- 
ent denominations  in  Christian  work,  —  a  characteristic  of 
the  last  half  centur}'  of  ecclesiastical  life.  Evidences  of 
growing  spiritual  unity  have  appeared,  liy  union  services 
in  the  interest  of  temperance  and  other  moral  and  Chris- 
tian enterprises,  —  for  example,  the  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  Protestant  churches  of  Reading  for  more  than  fifteen 
years  under  the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  ;  by  frequent  pulpit  exchanges  ;  b\-  mes- 
sages of  congratulation  and  tokens  of  practical  sympath\- 
and  helpfulness  in  building  houses  of  worship  or  lifting 
debts;  by  special  services  of  communion  in  which  variou^i 
bodies  have  taken  part ;  by  interdenominational  associa- 
tions of  young  people  and  young  men  only  ;  by  a  general 
feeling  of  respect  for  the  forms  and  faith  of  all,  and  a 
desire  to  co-operate  in  the  extension  of  the  rule  of  right- 
eousness and  peace,  has  this  unity  of  spirit  in  the  bonds 
of  diverse  faiths  manifested  itself,  effecting  beneficent 
changes  and  promising  an  order  unlike  the  old. 

But  one  important  expression  of  divided  sentiment  in 
an  individual  church  has  appeared  during  the  period 
under  review,  while  in  two  of  the  original  parishes  the 
organic  union  of  churches  has  been  an  interesting  incident. 
In  Reading,  the  three  organizations  which  for  awhile 
represented  the  old  Third  I'arish  Church  are  now  one, 
and  in  North  Reading  the  churches  of  two  different  denom- 
inations have  united,  in  each  instance  with  happy  results. 

After  the  sharp  parting  of  the  ways  in  1849,  the  old 
church  of  Reading  continued  its  work  with  great  vigor  and 
success  under  the  wise  leadership  of  Dr.  Lyman  Whiting, 
now  of  South  Williamstown  (1851-1855),  and  that  of  Dr. 
William  IJarrows,  a  sketch  of  whose  useful  life  as  minister 
and  citizen  the  publishers  of  this  volume  desire  to  incor- 
porate with  this  article.    (See  opposite  page.) 


Rev.  William  A.  riiompson  ser\'e<l  the  same  church  as 
l^astor  from  1872  until  his  lamented  death  in  1875,  fol- 
lowing whom  with  abilit\'  ami  dexotion  came  as  acting 
pastor  for  ti\'e  \ears  Re\'.  T.oicn/o  ].  White.  Re\.  f'laiik 
E.  .Nfills  concluded  the  list  of  pastois  of  this  churc  h  as  a 
separate  body. 

The  vitalit)'  and  energy  of  the  \-ounger  or  "  lletliesda 
Church"  were  conspicuoiisl)'  manifested.  A  reiiia ik.ible 
increase  in  strength  and  meml)ership  characterized  this 
body  from  the  beginning,  partic-ularh'  during  the  pas- 
torale of  Rev.  William  H.  Willccjx,  D.  D.,  now  cjf 
Maiden,  whose  twent\'-two  \'eais  of  active  ser\'ice  dis- 
played unusual  ability  in  presenting  with  clearness  and 
power  the  fundamental  truths  of  Christianit)'  and  in  im- 
pressing them  upon  the  intellect  and  conscience.  The 
progress  of  this  church  was  continued  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  William  J!.  Elv,  Itrilliant  but  painfully  brief  to  his 


REV.  V/ILLIAM  H.  WILCOX,  D.  D.,  LL.  0., 
I'.tstiir  I'.L-tlic^a.i  C'liLirLli,  Kc.iding,  1857-1^71^. 

people  and  the  community  ( i  S79-1SS0) .  .\n  excellent 
likeness  appears  on  the  page  following.  Aleanwhile 
the  old  differences  of  opinion  which  led  to  the  di\i- 
sion  gradually  lost  their  edges  ;  a  spirit  of  geneious 
ri\'alry  and  a  sense  of  mutu.il  interest  in  promoting  the 
moral  and  religious  welfare  of  men  became  more  inlKien- 
tial  in  both  churches  ;  the  opening  of  many  new  avenues 
for  thought  and  the  new  attractions  outside  the  houses  of 
worship  on  the  Lord's  day  drew  in  other  directions  many 
iKjt  directly  and  personall}'  interested  in  religion.  'I'hese 
and  similar  causes  led  to  the  con\'iction  that  all  Chris- 
tians in  the  community,  holding  essentially  the  same 
views  of  doctrine  and  polity,  should  become  one  in  body  as 
in  spirit. 

Accordingly,  after  ne.irly  a  year  of  worsiiip  and  W(jrk 
together,  a  union  of  the  Old  South  and  I'.ethesda  Churches 
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FOR  thirty-five  years,  or  almost  half  iiis  bus)'  aiici 
frLiitful  life,  William  IJarrows  was  a  citizen  of  Read- 
ing.    iSorn  in  New  ISrainlree,   Mass.,  Sept.   19,  1815,  he 
was  the  youngest  of  li\e  sons  in  a  farmer's  family  of  ten 
children.    Among  the   inlluences  that  moulded  his  boy- 
hood were,  the  haid  work  and  simple  pleasures  of  country 
life,  a  iiome  where  a  high  value  was  ever  placed  upon 
reading  and  education,   and   a   paternal   example  that 
blended  sound  sense,  a  genial  spirit,  and  Christian  living. 
Those  who  knew  the  man  in  maturer  years  and  in  his 
mellow  old  age,  living  near  to  nature,  delighting  to  travel 
over  the  plains  and  through  the  moimtain  solitudes  of 
OLU"  broad  land,  social  and  kindly  in  spirit  towards  his 
brother  men,  and  with  an  interest  in  educational  and  Chris- 
tian institutions  strong  to  the  last,  will  appreciate  the  sig- 
nificance  of  that  e.irly  culture.    Of  the  brothers,  four 
were  college  men,  ami  three 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  Fit- 
ting for  college  at  Phillips 
Academy,     Andover,  Mr. 
Barrows  graduated  from  Am- 
herst College  in  the  class  of 
1840.      On  account  of  the 
necessity  for  personal  effort 
in  obtaining  an  education,  an 
interval  of  three  years,  spent 
in  teaching  a  private  school 
in  St.  Louis,  intervened  be- 
tween  his  college  and  pro- 
fessional   school    life.  He 
entered    Union  Theological 
Seminary,     New    York,  in 
1843,    to    prepare    for  the 
calling  chosen  years  before, 
and  while  yet  a  student  in 
the  seminary  was  invited  to 
become  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Nor- 
ton,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
ordained  in  1845,  and  con- 
tinued in    pastoral  ser\'ice 
five  years.    In  .August,  1850, 
he  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Crantville,  now 


truth  in  its  piactical  phases,  ami  wilii  .1  simplicit}'  ami 
forcefulness  tliat  made  him  always  interesting,  suggestive, 
and  helpful  to  his  hearers.  He  had  rare  gifts  for  ser\'ic;e 
outside  the  [)ulpit,  in  the  Injmes  of  his  pecjple,  in  the 
neighborhood  and  larger  social  gatherings,  anil  paiticu- 
huly  in  ministering  to  those  in  1  jcrcaxemenl.  l  ew  men 
could  speak  the  fitting  word  on  the  spin'  ol  the  moment 
better  than  he.  He  was  the  genial  friend,  the  wise  and 
entertaining  companion  among  professional  assoi  i.ites, 
and  in  wider  circles  of  actiuaintance  and  good-fellowship. 
It  was  his  delight  to  win  the  frienclshii-)  of  the  frcnitiers- 
man  as  a  m.m  with  men  ;  there  are  man)'  rough,  gener- 
ous hearts  scattered  o\'er  our  western  praiiies  who 
thank  God  for  the  memor)'  of  his  genuine  Christian  life, 
and  for  the  noble  impulses  stirred  within  them  b)' 
his    wise    counsel    and    words    of    cheer   gi\'en   in  the 

saddle  or  b)'  the  camp  fire. 

While  f.nthful  and  success- 
ful in  his  professional  life, 
he  looked  out  broadly  and 
with  \'ital  interest  upon  the 
jjroblems  of  his  time,  and 
ever  carried  a  bus)'  pen.  l!y 
the  timeliness  of  tlie  subject 
.   ,  chosen,  the  information  pos- 

sessed   upon     it,    and  the 
simple,  concise  expression  of 
'  ■     what    he    hatl    to    say,  he 

•  caught  the  attenti<jn  of  editor 

and    public.      .\mong  his 
.  books  are  the  widel)'  p(j|5ular 

r>  "Twelve  Nights  in  a  Hunt- 

er's   Camp,"    publi-^hed  in 
■  1869;    "The    Church  and 
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her  Children,"  1875  ;  "  Oi'i 
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Wellesley  Hills.  In  1856  he  was  called  from  that  jjlace 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Reading, 
where  he  resided  as  long  as  he  lived,  —  as  pastor  for 
thirteen  years,  and  subsequently  as  a  citizen  interested 
in  ahnost  every  branch  of  public  affairs.  Disnnssed 
from  the  pastorate  of  Reading  at  his  own  request,  in 
1869,  for  the  four  years  following  he  was  secretary  of 
the  Congregational  Sunday-School  and  Publishing  Society, 
and  subsequently  for  a  period  of  six  years  he  held  the 
secretaryship  of  the  Massachusetts  Home  i\lissionary 
Society.  From  188 1  to  1885  he  served  the  church  in 
his  native  town  as  acting  pastor,  and  during  the  last  four 
years  of  his  life  was  linancial  agent  of  Whitman  College, 
Walla  Walla,  Wash.  From  his  alma  mater,  in  1867,  he 
received  the  honorary  I).  I). 

As  a  preacher,  Dr.  Parrows  excelled  in  presenting  the 


gon,  the  Struggle  for  Posses- 
sion," in  the  Series  of  Ameri- 
can ( 'onnuonwealths,  1883; 
"  The  Indian's  Side  of  the 
Indian  (Question,"  1887  ; 
ami  "  The  United  States  of 
\'esterda\'  and  To-nun  row,"' 
18S7. 

I  )|-.  barrow  s  li\'ed  a  health)', 
vigorous  life.  Work  lie  lo\ed  ;  his  rest  was  change  of 
work  and  travel;  his  wish  that  he  might  work  up  to 
the  end  of  his  days  was  granted. 

Sutldenly,  the  9th  of  September,  1891,  at  his  sum- 
mer home  in  Cataumet,  Mass.,  when  he  had  nearly 
completed  his  seventy- sixth  year,  he  rested.  His  burial 
was  at  Reading. 

Dr.  Parrows  married  Lucia  Amanda  Case,  of  Worth- 
ington,  who  died  in  1847.  Two  children  of  this  marriage 
died  in  infancy. 

His  second  wife,  Elizabeth  .Adams  Cate,  of  Cambridge, 
Mass  ,  survives  him  with  four  children  : —  Herbert,  civil 
engineer  in  Coloratlo ;  Walter  liradford,  professor  of 
zoology  and  geology  in  the  State  .\gricultural  College  of 
Michigan  ;  Morton,  attorney  at  law  in  St.  J'aul,  Minn. ;  and 
Lucy  Adams,  whose  home  is  with  her  mother  at  Reading. 
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was  effected  l'"eh.  25,  18S6.  Tlie  youni^er  churcli  first 
ilropped  its  name;  tlie  life  of  tlie  older  was  blended  with 


REV.  WILLIAM  b,  ELy. 

that  of  the  younger,  so  far  as  the  members  were  willing  to  be 
received  wliereupon  the  united  membership  was  practi- 
cally reorganized.  The  "  Congregational  Church  of  Read- 
ing "  is  the  present  name  of  the  organization,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  past  divisions,  is  the  largest  in  mem- 
bership of  the  Protestant  churches  in  the  tliree  towns. 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH, 
Woburn  Street,  Reading,  Mass. 

The  "  Congregational  Society  of  Reading  "  was  formed 
Feb.  26,  1886,  and  tool<  the  property  held  by  similar 


organizations  Cduneeled  with  the  uniting  churches.  'I'he 
church  edihce,  on  the  corner  of  \\'obin'n  and  Sanborn 
Streets,  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  worship  and  thor- 
oughly remodeled  and  lefurnished.  Its  capacity  was 
increased  to  more  tli.in  eight  hundred  sittings  b)'  tiie  ad- 
dition of  a  h(jrsesh(je  galler)',  opposite  which  was  placed 
a  new  organ.     'I'he  building  was  detlicaled  Fel).  16,  iSSS. 

Rev.  b'rank  S.  .\ilams,  who  followed  !\.ev.  Mr.  l'',lv  in 
tile  pastorate  of  the  )'i)unger  cluncii,  continueil  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  reorganized  church  and  societ)'.  lie 
was  born  in  W'estboro,  educated  in  the  local  schools,  ,11 
Amherst  College,  anil  Ando\er  Theological  Seniinai\, 
and  since  October,  iScSo,  has  resided  in  Reading. 

[The  author  of  the  foregoing  sketch  of  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal development  in  Reading  diu'ing  the  j)ast  two  hini- 
dred  and  fifty  )'ears  has  neglected  to  give  that  prominence 
to  the  work  of  Re\'.  Mr.  iVdams  which  it  deserxes.  It 


KEV.  FRANK  S.  ADAMS,  .  ■ 

l-'.istor  C<jn^i*t;g.ttion.il  Ciiurch,  Reading. 

marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch  in  oiu'  religions 
life. 

Our  fathers  were  very  firm  in  their  faith  and  fervent 
in  their  de\-otions.  Religion  was  a  personal  matter. 
As  a  result,  there  had  Imig  existetl  a  very  noticeable  want 
of  harmony  among  the  se\'eral  organizations  int(j  which 
the  original  church  luul  become  di\ided.  To  insi)ire 
each  with  zeal  for  the  adwrncement  of  the  connnon 
purpcjse  of  all,  in  place  of  the  fcjrnier  selfish  care  for  the 
interests  of  the  individual  church,  and  to  broaden  the 
s)inpathies  of  all,  so  that  they  should  no  longer  be 
limited  b_\'  their  own  roll  of  membership,  were  the  tirst 
steps  to  be  taken.  In  one  church,  Ixev.  R.  J.  White,  by 
his  precious  example  and  the  spirit  (jf  his  earnest  and 
gifted  preaching,  had  instilled  into  the  hearts  of  his 
l^eople  a  more  fraternal  feeling.  Rev.  Mr.  .\dams,  by 
his  ability,  his  wistloin,  and  his  devoted  Christian  lite 
and  character,  inspired  in  all  that  desire  for  harmoni- 
ously carrying  on  the  wcjrk  which  they  designed  to  ilo, 
that  made  a  union  of  the  churches,  with  himself  as  ])as- 
tor,  the  necessary  result. —  Rtn;s.] 


i  idv:  ,;ioui.'  ^rs.y. 
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'I'WO  HUNDRED  AND  !■  1 1  "I'l  K'l'I  I  A  \' \  I V  I'.K  SA  k  V 


CMAR1>KS  MANNING  was  born  in  Wilminj^ton, 
Mass.,  Sept.  25,  182 1.  Mis  opportunities  for  obtain- 
ing an  education  in  early  life  were  only  such  as  were 
alTorded  by  the  public  schools  of  that  time,  and  these 
were  abridged  by  the  pressing  demand  for  home  ser\  ices, 
which  in  those  days  was  a  factor  in  curtailing,  the  school 
term  to  but  a  few  months  in  a  year.  In  the  year  1838, 
he  removed  to  Reading,  and  being  desirous  of  learning 
a  trade,  was  apprenticed  for  the  usual  period  of  three 
years  to  Francis  Kingman,  who  was  then  one  of  our  most 
prominent  cabinet  manufacturers. 

For  some  years  he  had  felt  a  growing  desire,  with 
which  was  joined  a  sense  of  duty,  to  engage  in  the  work 
of  preaching  the  gospel.  Accordingly  he  purchased  of 
his  employer  the  last  six  months  of  his  time,  for  which 
it  was  necessar\'  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
.Such  a  transaction  seems 
somewhat  unique  when 
viewed  in  the  light  of  meth- 
ods of  business  now  in 
vogue.  He  then  entered 
the  J^aptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Whitestone, 
N.  Y.  Though  ])re\  ented  by 
continuous  ill  health  from 
carrying  out  his  plan  as  in- 
tended, still  lie  acquired  a 
breadth  of  understanding 
and  a  familiarity  with  the 
methods  of  Biblical  and 
theological  research,  and 
the  literature  relating  to 
scriptutal  subjects,  which 
made  him  extremely  useful 
as  a  teacher  of  youth  in  the 
Sunday  school.  in  this 
work,  and  by  his  conversa- 
tion with  those  with  whom 
he  associated,  he  probably 
exercised  more  influence 
upon  the  opinions  and  lives 
of  his  fellow-men  than  by 
his  occasional  sermons  and 
public  addresses.  He  then 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother  Ezra  and  the 
late  Solon  A.  Parker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Parker  \; 
Manning,  and  commenced  the  business  of  manufacturing 
furniture,  which  they  successfully  carried  on  for  several 
years  on  Pearl  Street,  a  short  distance  north  of  Salem 
Street. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  of  the  Old  South 
Congregational  Church,  and  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school,  and  for  a  time  was  president  of  the  Reading 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  was  always  prominent  in  religious  and 
temperance  movements,  giving  freely  of  his  time  and 
means. 

He  continued  in  business  either  on  his  own  account  or 
holding  a  position  in  the  employ  of  Alden  liatchelder,  of 
this  town,  till  within  six  months  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  5,  1892. 


CHARLES  MANNING 


Mi-.  Manning  was  a  rc|)ubli(:an  in   pDlilics  Ircjm  tln'  ! 
formation  cf  the  party.     lie   was  never  wh.U  might  be  ! 
termed  a  part)-  worker,  though  alwa\'s  in  chjse  toucli  with  { 
political  affairs,     lie  never  favoied  an_\'  man  oi'  lucasuie  ! 
for  the  purpose  of  thereby  gaining  adherents  to  his  own 
party  or  personal  friends  for  himself.    He  always  insisted 
that  the  platform  of  [jrinciples  upon  which  he|)lat  ed  him- 
self politicall)'  shoulil  coniorm  to  the  highest  standards 
of  justice,  moralil)-,  and  temperance.     liis\iews  would 
now  be  regarded  as  almost  \  isionary  rather  than  practi- 
cal.    Hut  he  was  so  earnest  in  their  advocacy,  and  iiad 
to  so  great  a  degree  the  confidence  of  his  townsmen,  that 
they  made  him  a  meinber  of  the  House  (;f  Re])resentati\es 
for  the  year  i8ri2.   it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  warof  the  ]\.e- 
bellion.  His  votes,  as  recorded  in  the  journal  (jf  the  House, 
showed  that  he  was  alwa_\s  ready  to  deal  most  liberall)' 

with  those  who  had  left  their 
homes  to  assist  in  saving 
their  ctnmtr)'  ;  but  when  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the 
pay  of  himself  and  associates, 
his  vote  was  gi\'en  in  the 
negative.  During  liis  term 
of  service  the  (piestion  of 
allowing  more  liberalit)'  in 
the  matter  of  religious  exer- 
cises in  the  public  schools 
was  agitated.  lie  showed 
liiniself  most  lirni  in  his  ad- 
herence to  the  good  (jld 
New  England  ideas,  in  ac- 
C(jrdance  with  which  hail 
been  trained  the  generation 
which  was  able  t(j  bear  the 
might)'  sti'ain  upon  its  cour- 
age, i)atriotism,  and  spirit  of 
sell-sacritice  which  was  then 
being  enthu'ed.  Though  not 
entirelv  successlul  in  com- 
batting the  tendency  he 
uiuleitook  to  check,  he  im- 
pressed all  who  heard  him 
b)'  the  earnestness  and 
ability  with  which  he  ach'o- 
cated  his  views.  In  his  committee  services  antl  the  busi- 
ness work  of  the  House  he  proved  himself  a  verv'  valu- 
able member. 

Oct.  6,  1848,  Mr.  Manning  married  Eeonora  S.  Ken- 
dall, daughter  of  Benjamin  Kendall,  of  Reading.  She 
died,  leaving  a  son,  Clinton  ('.  Manning,  now  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.  His  second  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  Caroline 
JJoutelle,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Boutelle,  of  Edgecomb, 
Me.,  one  of  a  family  prominent  in  the  j)ublic  affairs  of 
State  and  nation.  l'"our  children  were  born  to  them  :  — 
Carrie  E.,  born  Nov.  30,  1856,  died  March  11,  1863  : 
(Seorge  .A.,  born  ( )ct.  24,  1859,  marrietl  Florence  A. 
'I'itus,  Sept.  28,  tS8i  ;  William  E.,  born  Aug.  18,  1859, 
married  J5ertha  L.  Ridings,  of  lioston,  July  18,  1893  ;  and 
Fanma  E.,  born  Nov.  27,  1861,  married  Lorenzo  V. 
Armstrong,  Nov.  23,  1886. 
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OF  THE  ANCfKNT  'I'OWN  OF  Rl-.I NO. 


In  North  Reading:;,  ase.irly  as  1835,  tli^-'it-'  was  preaching 
by  a  regular  appointee  of  the  New  England  Methodist 


worship.  As  in  Reading,  so  here,  there  has  been  a  steady 
and  quiet  deepening  of  fellowship  since  the  imion,  which 
in  both  communities  is  now  practically  ]3erfect. 

The  i)astors  of  tiie  (,'ongregational  ("hurch  of  North 
Reading  since   1.S50  have  been  :   Rev.  Messrs.  'I'homas 


UNIOM  CO^JGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  PARSONAGE, 
North  Iveading. 

Newton  Jones,  J.  W.  Kingsbury,  Frank  H.  Foster,  now  of 
Pacific  Seminary,  Oakland,  Cab,  George  E.  Allen,  and 
Henry  C.  Fay. 


REV,  DAVID  KILBURM, 
Union  Congregation, il  Cliurili,  North  Reading. 

Conference.  Serx  ices  of  this  faith  and  order  were  dis- 
continued in  i.S5S,and  again  resumed  in  1S79.  in  1892, 
this  Methodist  body  united  with  the  Congregational 
church  under  the  name  of  the  "  Lhiion  Congregational 
Church  of  .\orth  Reading."  Rev.  David  Kilburn,  pas- 
tor of  the  Congregational  l)od\-  since  1 89  i ,  continues  to 
serve  the  united  church.  l''a(  h  of  the  uniting  eleinents 
contributed  to  the  new  board  of  officers.  Instead  of 
two  ecclesiastical  bodies,  neither  able  to  support  itself,  is 
now  one,  which  lias  lately  assumed  self-support  and,  hav- 


UNION  CONGREGATIOMAL  CHURCH, 
North  I^eathnU' 


ing  had  comparativ  ely  numerous  additions  to  its  member- 
ship, is  about  to  remodel  and   refurnish  its  iiouse  of 


3.  Religious  life  within  the  churches  in  these  towns, 
as  elsewhere,  has  de\'eloped  into  many  voluntary  organi- 
zations for  spiritual  growth  and  practical  sei\ice.  Tiie 
number  and  \-ariet\'  of  societies,  and  the  complexit)'  of 
church  organization,  constitutes  a  peculiarity  of  the 
present  half  century. 

In  the  First  Parish,  about  the  year  ijCiJ,  was  an  organi- 
zation like  the  \'oung  Afen's  Christian  .Associations  of  the 
present  time  in  some  respects,  with  several  Christian  En- 
deavor characteristics.  'I'he  extant  constitution*  enables 
one  to  pictiu'e  a  company  of  }'oung  men,  "carefid  of  their 
own  souls  and  of  each  other,"  entering  into  mutual  obli- 
gations with  the  honor  of  Ood  and  their  own  spiritual 
edification  in  view  ;  meeting  once  a  week  on 
the  evening  of  the  Lord's  Day  for  a  service 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours,  consist- 
ing of  prayer  in  turn,  singing,  hearing  a 
sermon,  or  some  other  "  discourse  of  di\  ine 
tilings,"  and  concluding  with  prayer.  Once 
a  month  the  members  agree  to  read  over  a 
covenant  together  as  a  reminder  of  their 
vows.  Absence  from  the  society  at  an\- 
meeting  is  to  be  explained  satisfactorily  u]> 
on  the  member's  reaj^pearance,  otherwise  his 
associates  "  will,  with  a  sj^irit  of  meekness, 
rebuke  him."  'l'liii  t}-nine  names  were  signed 
to  the  constitution. 

Twent}'  3'oung  persons,  more  or  less,  of 
both  se.xes  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1789-90,  on  the  evenings 
of  the  Lord's  Day.  Probably  the  gatherings 
of  these  two  societies  mark  the  earliest  use 
of  Sunday  evenings  for  religious  services  in 
town.  About  the  middle  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, an  organization  resembling  that  in  the 
{''irst  I'arish  was  formed  in  the  Third. 

*  "  History  of  Keaditig,"  jiage  150- 
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TWO  HIIX'DRKI)  AND  FIFTIK/ril  A  \  X  I V  I'.RS  AR  V 


ALBKR'l'  GALLATIN  SWEKTSl-.R  was  the  sow  of 
I'aul  Swectscr,  ji".,  and  Sarah  (Ncwhall)  Swcetscr, 
and  grandson  of  I'aul  Swcctser,  Sr.,  who  hvcd  on  the 
westerl)'  sitle  of  Afain  Sti'cct,  in  South  Reading,  now 
Wakefield,  on  the  spot  on  wliich  is  now  located  the 
C}rus  Wakefield  mansion.  'I'hese  premises  were  after- 
ward ownetl  and  occupied  b)'  C\  rus  Wakefield,  Sen.,  and  by 
him  the  old  house  was  removed  to  give  place  to  a  more 
stateh'  edifice.  Mr.  Sweetser  was  l)orn  March  3,  iSi:;, 
in  the  house  occupied  b}'  his  father,  now  the  estate  of  the 
lieirs  of  the  late  Asa  N.  Sweetser,  corner  of  Afain  and 
Nahant  Streets.  'I'he  commoa  school,  an  intelligent  fam- 
ily circle,  and  a  studious  mind,  were  the  sources  of  his 
education.  In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  most  of 
the  boys  in  the  \'illage,  he  wrought  at  shoemaking  dur- 
ing his  minority,  and  about  the  time  of  his  coming  to 
legal  age    he  entered  into 

partnership    with    Asa     X.       •■  -  

Sweetser,  an  elder  brother, 
for  the  manufacture  of  shoes, 
under  the  firm  name  o[  A. 

N.  &  A.  (r.  Sweetser.    They  •        ■  ^ 

did  not  aspire  to  do  an  exten- 
sive  business,  but  were  care-  i 
fill,  diligent,  reliable,  and 
prosperous.  This  partner- 
ship continued  about  fort)- 
six  years,  or  until  the  failing 
health  of  the  senior  partner 
made  it  desirable  that  it 
should  terminate,  and  the 
business  of  the  firm  be  ad- 
justed (hiring  the  lifetime  of 
both  parties.  This  was  done 
about  a  year  before  tiie  death 
of  Asa  N.,  which  occurred 
March  5,  1883.  In  contem- 
plating the  character  of  Mr. 
Sweetser,  it  is  hardly  ])ossi- 
ble  to  give  a  projier  sketch 
of  his  life  without  ad\'erting 
to  the  times  in  which  he  came 
upon  the  stage  of  action, 
when     his     )'outhful  \Mgor 

found  full  scope  in  the  scenes  which  were  then  transpir- 
ing. Human  slavery  in  the  South  was  a  crying  evil, 
and  many  good  people  of  the  free  States  were  giving 
the  weight  of  their  influence  to  create  a  sentiment  which 
would  eventually  remove  the  curse  of  slavery  from  the 
land.  Colonization  societies  were  organized,  looking 
towards  the  expatriation  of  the  free  negroes,  and  such 
others  of  the  colored  race  as  masters  would  liberate,  on 
condition  that  they  would  spend  their  remaining  days  on 
the  soil  of  Africa.  Others  looked  upon  the  project  with 
suspicion,  belie\  ing  that  the  scheme  would  serve  to  en- 
•  hance  the  value  of  the  slave,  and  hence  would  tend  to 
perpetuate  slavery.  Anti-slavery  societies  also  sprang 
up,  looking  to  the  emancipation  of  the  slave,  and  to  his 
education  on  the  soil  upt)n  which  he  had  been  forced  to 
labor.    On    ALirch  24,   1834,  citizens  favorable  to  the 


i 


\ 


formation  of  such  a  society  in  .South    Reading  met  and 
arranged   one,  to  be   called   the   South    Reading  Anti- 
slavery  Societ)'.     A  constitution  was  adopted,  and   1  )ea. 
Jacob  Eaton  was  elected  president,  and  Albert  (!.  Sweet- 
ser, then  about  nineteen  )X'ars  of  age,   was  elected  its 
secretary.     With  a   profound   conxiction  that   the  laws 
sanctioning  sla\'er\'  were  unjust,  and  cruel,  and  contrar)' 
to  the  divine  law,  the  )-oung  secretary  devoted  himself 
faithfully  and  energetically  to  the  cause  which  he  liad 
espoused.     His  position  brought  him  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  the   most  notable  anti-slavery  men  of  the  age 
some  of  whom  were  ]:)rocured  to  lecture  Ijefore  the  sociel}' 
on  the  subject  of  slax  erx' ;  men  w  ho  had  been  mobbed 
and  their  meetings  broken  up  in  other  places,  Init  to  the 
credit  of  South  Reading,  be  it  said,  that  \  iolence,  though 
threatened,  was  not  resorted  to  here.     It  is  now  a  pleas- 
ure t(j  him,  at  a  da)'  so  dis- 
tant    from     those  stirring 
events,  to   read   oxer  again 
the  letters  in  his  possession, 
xvritten  by  George  Thomiison 
of   England,  Wendell  I'hil- 
'■""•k.  lips,    The(xlore     J).  Weld, 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and 
':  other   celebrities,  x\ho  were 

colaboiers  in  the  cause  of 
freedom.  Air.  Sweetser  con- 
tinued the  secretary  of  this 
societ)'  during  all  its  aclix'e 
existence,  the  last  recorded 
meeting  being  held  in  1.S46. 
The  cause  of  temperance 
and  other  reforms  found  in 
him  an  able,  earnest,  and 
effectixe  adx'ocate.  15)'  na- 
ture and  by  education  he 
was  opposed  to  wrong  in 
ex'erx'  form,  and  this  element 
of  his  charaetei"  has  l)eeu 
prominent  during  his  long 
and  consistent  life. 

He  has  rendered  x'aluable 
serxice  in  various  causes. 
In  the  days  of  the  l!a|nist 
Society,  he  was  a  member  of  the  standing  connnittee, 
and  assessor  for  about  ihirt)'  \ears,  as  xvell  as  moderator 
of  the  annual  and  other  business  meetings;  xvas  secretary 
of  the  Sabbath-school  Societ)'  for  a  long  series  of  xears  ; 
was  teacher  in  the  Sabbath  school  for  some  fiftx'  )'ears  ; 
was  treasurer  of  the  baptist  church  ;  has  been  its  senior 
deacon  since  1863,  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  church 
trustees.  He  has  also  occupied  positions  of  trust  by  the 
favor  of  his  felloxx'-citizens. 

He  married,  Nov.  20,  1838,  Elizabeth  Waitt.  who  died 
Feb.  19,  1887.  The)'  had  no  children.  Ah'.  Sweetser 
is  still  in  service,  possessing  comparative  health  and  in- 
tellectual visror,  and,  thouiih  recent  xears  have  brought  to 
him  great  afllictions,  the  star  of  hope  is  clear  to  his  s|)ii'- 
itual  x'ision,,  and  that  lioije  strengthens,  cheers,  and  com- 
forts as  the  shatloxvs  of  life  ifraduallv  lengthen. 
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In  the  older  constitulioiis  one  misses  the  clear  note  of 
service  so  characteristic  of  the  statements  of  principles 
and  aims  in  the  church  societies  of  the  present  time. 
The  idea  of  man  \v(_)rking  for  men,  and  of  the  cluuxh  as 
the  servant  of  all  in  the  spiiit  of  ilim  who  came  "not  to 
be  ministered  unto,  but  l(j  ministei',"  is  now  everywhere 
discernible.  Occasionall)'  the  two  purposes  —  spiritual 
culture  and  practical  ministry  —  are  embodied  in  sepa- 
rate societies,  but  more  frequently  in  one  and  the  same. 
The  religious  life  of  the  churches  incorpoiates  itself  in 
Young  Men's  C'hristian  Associations,  Associated  Char- 
ities, Circles  of  Ring's  Daughters,  Woman's  Temperance 
Unions,  and  societies  to  brighten  the  homes  of  the  sick 
and  the  destitute. 

The  young  people  are  gathered  into  their  Societies  of 
Christian   Endeavor,  Epworth   Leagues,  and  unions  of 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Nraiii  Sii-eet,  W.ikelield. 


various  denominational  names  to  promote  religions 
growth,  and  to  serve  one  ancjtlier  and  their  fellow-men. 
Emmanuel  Cluu'cli  includes  a  ]3rt>therhood  of  St.  .\ndre\\, 
an  Altar  Guild,  an  Aid  Chapter,  a  Cirls'  J''riendly  So- 
ciety, and  a  Woman's  Auxiliary,  'i'he  societies  of  St. 
Joseph's  Church,  even  moie  numerous,  have  been  else- 
where descriljed. 

The  ladies  of  the  various  congregations  are  organized 
to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  churches  to  which  they  be- 
long ;  to  promote  social  and  benevolent  work  at  liome, 
and  to  contribute  to  the  world-wide  mission  movement 
for  our  country  and  all  mankind.  'I'here  are  three  such 
societies  in  tiie  Congregational  churches  of  Reading  and 
Wakefield,  besides  a  board  of  deaconesses  in  each  for 
visiting  and  benevolent  service.  'J'he  Baptist  church  of 
Wakelield  has  its  Messenger  C()rps,  whose  messages  are 


those  of  sN  inpalh)  .ind  elu;ei' to  the  sit  k  and  needy.  The 
Christian  L'niou  of  Ke.uling  has  its  Cuild  ol  ilu-  Cood 
Shepherd.   Thus  the  church  of  (he  last  half  century  lias  de- 


REV,  NOAH  R.  EVERTS, 
Pastor  I'irbt  li.iiitisl  Lliunli,  W.ikcriL-Ul. 

veloped  into  an  organism  of  man\' parts,  a  tree  with  man\' 
branches,  each  infused  and  inspired  with  a  connnon  life. 

A  few  lines  must  be  added  concerning  the  progress  of 
the  earlier  churches,  whose  histor_\'  has  been  sketched  in 


OLDEST  MEMORIAL  STONE. 
I'Voni  Karliest  ( ii'.u  cyard  in  Old  Parisli. 

part,  but  not  fully  brought  down  to  date.  Rev.  Daniel 
W.  Phillips  concluded,  in  1S63,  a  pastorate  of  thirteen 
years  with  the  Wakelield  baptist  church,  winning  gener- 
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Till'',  sulijfct  of  tliis  sketch  comes  of  ^oocl  aiul  .slrong 
J'lirilan   blood,   iiis  ancestor,    Robert  Mansfield, 
having  settled  in  Lynn  in  iG^j.     i'.dward  Mansfield  was 
born  ill  Lynnfield,  April  13,  1S13,  ami  was  tiie  son  of 
William  and    lumice  (Johnson)   Manslleld,  who  had  a 
family  of  fourteen  children.     He  came  to  South  Readin;;- 
to  reside  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  learning  tire  shoemaker's 
trade  and  attending  the  district  school  in  what  is  now 
Montrose  district.     1 1  is  education  was  obtained  by  partial 
courses  at  South  Reading  Academy  and  at  Rockingham 
Academy,   in    Haminon    h'alls,  N.    H.     At  the   age  of 
eighteen  years,  Mr.  Mansfield  became  the  teacher  of  a 
district  scliool  at  South  Lynnfield,  and  soon  demonstrated 
the  possession  of  rare  qualit'ications  as  an  instructor.  He 
subsequently  taught  with  conspicuous  success  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  I'.arnstable,  I'ast  Lexington,  and  Maiden, 
but  after  a  too  devoted  ser- 
vice of  about  nine  years  as  a 
teacher,  he  was  obliged  to  'i 
relinc[uish  a  much  loved  pro-  4 
fession  throughfailing  health. 
While  engaged  in  teaching, 
"Sir.  Manstield  often  delivered 
lectures   before  temperance 
societies,    village  l\'ceums, 
and   county   school  conxen- 
tions.    After  a  )ear  of  rest 
and  recuperation,  .Mr.  Mans- 
tield turned  his  attention  to 
mercantile   business,  and  in 
1 84 1    became  Proprietor  of 
a  store  in  Brighton.   In  1842, 
he  returned  to  South  Read- 
ing   and     established  the 
pioneei'   store   in   this  town 
for  the  exclusive  sale  of  dry 
goods.     Here  for  man)'  )  ears 
he   continued    a  successful 
business,  and  later,  as  senior 
member  of  the  lirm  of  Mans- 
field &   l'"essenden,  was  en- 
Erased  in  similar  business  on 
Hanover  Street,  Boston.  He 
had  also,  with  his  elder  son, 

a  grocery  store  in  Wakefield  for  a  considerable  period, 
and  was  one  of  our  local  merchants  for  thirty-five  years. 
.After  retiring  from  the  activities  of  mercantile  life,  about 
1S72,  yir.  .\L\nslield  found  congenial  occupation  as  a 
trusted  conveyancer,  examiner  of  titles,  and  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates  of  persons  deceased,  and  the  care  of  real 
estate.  Mr.  Mansfield  married  Clarinda  Bailey,  of 
Andover,  July  11,  1837,  ^'""^^  this  happy  relationship  was 
severed  by  her  death,  Feb.  27,  1884.  t)f  their  children, 
two  died  in  infancy,  and  two  lived  to  reach  man's 
estate.  'I'he  older  son,  I'.dward  Claleif  Mansfield,  married 
Rebecca  S.  l>reed,  of  Salem,  was  a  merchant  in  W^ake- 
held,  and  died  July  26,  1875,  leaving  three  children. 
'I'he  younger  son,  Dr.  Horace  .\ugustine  ALmslield,  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Clara  A.  Freeman,  became  a  dentist  of  repute, 
and  died  at  iiis  home  in  Kvanston,  111.,  Oct.  17,  1885. 


Mr.  M.inslield's  appreciation  of  the  transcendent  value 
of  education  caused  him  to  have  an  especial  interest  m  1 
schools  and  libraries.     Lor  thirteen  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  school  committee  of  the  town,  and  in  • 
that  capacity  rendered  signal  and  v.ilualjle  service  to  the  I 
community.     He  was  twelve  years  a  trustee  of  the  public 
lil:)rary.     Lor  a  series  of  years  he  was  the  local  editor  of 
the  South  Reading  department  in  the  M  hhllcscx  Join  mil , 
which  was  largely  circulated  in  the  town.     He  was  live 
years  town  clerk,  three  years  an  assessor,  three  years  a 
selectman,  and  generally  chairman  of  the  boartls  of  which 
he  was  a  member.     He  was  representative  to  the  (General 
Court  in   1851,  when  Charles  Sumner  was  fust  elected 
Lnited  States  Senator,  and  by  his  counsel  and  efforts  at 
a  critical  stage  of  the  protracted  balloting,  was  aljle  to 
turn  the  scale,  securing  at  hist  the  election  of  Mr.  Sum- 
ner. Mr.  Manstield  has  been 
a  justice  of  the  peace  con- 
tinuously  since    185 1.  He 
was  a  director  in  the  South 
'  Reading   Bank  in  its  State 

and     national  organization 
twenty-three   years,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  director  in 
the  South  Reading  Vi.  and 
A.  Institution,  the  Wakefield 
Savings  Bank,  the  Citizens' 
Gas  Light  Company,  and  the 
corporation  of  I'roprietors  of 
Lakeside  Cemetery.    1  le  was 
superintendent  of  the  Hap- 
tist   Suncla)'  school  twent}'- 
ihree  3'ears,  treasurer  of  the 
Ikiptist    society  thirt\-four 
j-ears,  and  has  been  clerk  of 
the     first    Baptist  Church 
since    1848,   and   a  deacon 
since    1863.      He    was  an 
active    member    and  ollicer 
of    the    famous    old  South 
Reading    Lyceum,    and  an 
original     member    o  f  the 
Wakefield  Historical  Society, 
having    been  vice-president 
hi  the  quarter-millennial  celebra- 
tion of  1894,  he  was  a  member  of  the  general  committee 
of  Wakefield,  and  signally  efficient  as  chairman  of  the 
subcommittee  on  the  exhibition  of  historical  articles.  In 
the  exciting  times  of  the  great  war  for  the  Union,  he  was 
a  generous  and  patriotic  citizen,  contributing  liberally  (;f 
time  and  moiie\'  for  the  encouragement  and  aid  of  our 
soldiers  and  their  families.    During  the  last  half  century 
Mr.  Mansfield  has  been  identified  with  nearly  every  enter- 
prise and  institution  organized  for  the  honor  or  advantage 
of  the  town  that  has  so  long  been  his  home.  He  has  known 
many  sorrows  and  trials,  but  lias  met  every  \'icissitude  of 
life   with  a  courageous  spirit  and  an  unfaltering  trust 
"  which  entereth  into  th.it  within  the  vail,"  ami  now  in 
the  evening  of  life  he  is  still  hale  and  vigorous  in  mind 
and  bodv. 


EDWARD  MANSFIELD. 

since  its  organization 
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ous  rci^arcl.  Short  hut  successful  jiaslorates  followed. 
'i'liL'ir  house  of  worship,  enlart;e(l  in  185.^,  was  burned  in 
1871  by  an  incendiary.  The  i)eople  had  already  felt  the 
need  of  moi'e  ample  accommodations,  and,  with  stron<j; 
hope  and  courage,  secured  a  lot  of  land  on  the  coiner 
of  Main  and  I,afa)-ette  Streets,  where  the  foundations  of 
their  third  house  of  worship  weie  laid.  'I'his  structiue, 
which  is  no  exception  to  the  miwritten  law  that  calls  for 
attractive  public  buildings  in  the  town,  was  dedicated 
Dec.  1  r,  1S72.  iiuilt  of  wood,  it  l)elongs  to  the  Roman- 
escpie  order,  with  minai'et  and  loftv  spire,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  from  the  base.  'I'he  spacious  auditorium 
was  designed  for  one  thousand  people.     Ivev.  Richard 


REV.  GRANVILLE  S.  ABBOTT. 

Ui  \  .  ( ;  1;  \  s  \  n  LI,  Sii  .\  .1  i ,  I  ).  |  ),,  mmi  of  l  lliciicver  Tilden 
.111(1  Ruth  llewfs  ,\lil)oll,  iif  Xorlh  Reading,  .Mass.,  was  horn 
[■'v\>.  J7,  1S7;,.  1  lis  grcat-grfal-yr.nulf.itliur,  I'lbL-iiLvur  ,\l)h()ll,  was  .i 
soklicr  iif  lliL-  Rl-\ ohition,  (.'nli.^ling  111  the  .\iuIovlt  company, 
Jonathan  Foster,  eaplain,  hily,  I77y  R.ipli/ed  in  1852  hy  .\sa  (.'. 
Kionson.  (IracUialed  at  Reiree  .Veacleniy  in  1856,  at  Rrown  L'ni- 
\ersil\  in  |S()0,  .It  Newton  'I'heoUjgical  .Seniinaiv  in  liSf)-;.  (  )rdained 
in  South  lloston,  Sept.  4,  i.S();,.  .Married  .Miss  Snsan  II.  Davis, 
Oct.  15,  l.S('):;.  Three  sons  liave  been  li(jrn  to  them,  (  hanviUe  Dax  is, 
Carl  I  [ewes,  aiul  Rhilip  limning.  Mis  wife,  a  gifted  woman  and  a 
liraxe  helpmate  in  hi-,  missionary  labors,  was  the  first  |)residenl  of 
the  W.  ('.  T.  L'.  in  (  alifcnnia.  Rastorates  as  follows:  South 
Riajjtist,  I'loston,  September,  |S()^,  ii>  (  )etober,  |,S6().  Watertown, 
-Mass.,  ( )ctol)er,  i.Sfii),  to  .\pril,  1S76.  Trip  to  lOmope  in  l.S7r,to 
I'^gypt  and  Palestine,  1.S76,  by  kintlness  of  his  uncle,  I  )avid  Ilewes, 
of  San  Francisco,  t'al.  First  parish,  San  Francisco,  Ian.  1,  1X77,10 
Ian.  I,  1878.  h'irst  parish,  Oakland,  ( '.d.,  .\pril  1,  1878,10  Jan.  1, 
1882.  In  his  day  he  was  widely  known  for  Simday-.school  litera- 
ture, also  for  contributions  to  liililiollicca  Sana,  lie  foimded  in 
1880,  and  ])id)lishetl  77/, ■  l!n-al<l  0/  Tnilli  upward  of  nine  years. 
Had  charge  of  the  .\merican  liaptist  I'ldjlicatioii  Society  work  in 
California  fortwehe  years,  imtil  laid  aside  hy  illness  July  i,  1894. 
lie  belonged  to  the  I).  K.  V..  College  fraternity,  also  to  the  I'lii 
Reta  Kappa  Society.  Califoini.i  College  and  Rrown  Uni\-ersity 
e.ich  conferred  on  liim  the  degree  of  1).  I).  lie  is  a  charter 
member  of  .\delphi  Lodge,  lioslon,  Mass.,  but  h.is  lived  devoting 
himself  untiringly  to  the  interests  of  his  Raptisl  pe<i])le.  Re\-.  J. 
R.    'Ihom.is,    I).   I).,  of    Rrocddyn.    \.  now   <jf   Xewton,  Mass., 

credits  to  .Mr.  .Miholt  "Cour.ige  of  conviction  and  a  great  battle 
fought  for  us  on  the  Racilic  coast." 


M.  .N'ott  .ind  Dr.  Charles  Kevser  served  as  ji.islors  until 
the  stulden  decease  of  the  bittei"  in  1877.  i)ining  the 
ne.Kt  eleven  )'ears  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Kev.  K.  R. 
Riddell  and  Rev.  Roland  D.  (Irani,  both  p.istois.  The 
present  earnest  and  successful  pastorate  of  Re\'.  Noah 
R.  l^\'erts  began  1  )ec.  1,  1SS8.  l''ioni  ihis  strong  and  v  ig- 
orous church  meinbeis  have  gone  forth  to  .issist  in  foi  ining 
chtirches  in  North  Reading,  Re.iding,  Ando\er,  .md  Slone- 
hani,  and  eleven  (jf  its  members  have  been  approved  to 
the  ministry. 

The  fust  meeting-house  of  the  i'.aptist  chiu'ch  in  North 
Reading  was  burned  in  i860.  .Vfter  the  war,  in  the  sum 
mer  of  1865,  a  second  church  building  was  Ijegun,  .ind 
finished  and  furnished  the  ne.xt  year,  at  an  expense  of 
$6,000.  A  vestry  was  added,  subsecpiently,  through  the 
generous  assistance  of  se\'eral  churches,  and  .Mrs.  Harriet 
N.  b'lint.  I'lecently  a  new  propertv  has  been  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  pastors,  the  first  parsonage  ha\  ing  been 
ljuilt  in  1836  and  1837. 

This  church,  ne\  er  exceeding  one  hundred  nieml:)ers, 
and  averaging  about  sixty-five  for  the  last  cpiarter  of  a 
century,  has  bravely  maintained  religicnis  ordinances,  and 
tried  to  do  its  part  in  evangelizing  its  own  community 
and  the  world.  Six  of  its  members  have  been  approved 
for  the  ministry,  and  a  portion  of  its  memliership  has 
assisted  in  forming  churches  in  Anclover  and  Reading. 
Among  her  pastors  have  been:  Rev.  Messrs.  C.  S. 
.Vbbott,  E.  J.  ^^'Ilittemore,  S.  E.  h'rohock,  J.  II.Tilton,  who 
now  resides  in  Reading,  William  E.  Noyes,  aiul  Ilenrv 
G.  Gay,  wlio  is  now  pastor  for  the  second  time. 

The  ciiurcli   of  the   same  denomination   at  Reading, 


BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
N..1-1I1  KcdiiiK. 

happily  outliving  early  prejiulices,  grew  in  niiml)ers  and 
strength.      In    1854,   the   house  on   Salem  Street  was 
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raised,  inipiovcd,  and  more  ample  accommodations  pro- 
vided, ])}■  the  addition  of  two  vestries.  Soon  after  tiie 
o!)servance  of   its  semi-centennial,  and  during;  the  ten 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  PARSONAGE, 
Niirtli  I-luading. 

3-ears"  pastorate  of'  Rev.  James  K.  Kwer,  now  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  a  larger  and  very  attractive  church  edifice 
was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Woburn  and  Dinden 
Streets,  in  which  the  congregation,  now  under  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Apsey,  1).  ] ).,  worships.  Its 
cheerful  auditorium  will  seat  about  four  hundred.  The 
vestry,  entirely  above  ground,  is  divided  into  a  main 
room,  with  side  rooms  for  classes  and  committees,  afford- 
ing excellent  facilities  for  the  work  of  a  church  and  Sun- 
dav  school.  Among  recent  pastors  have  been  Re\'.  C. 
T.  Douglass,  Rev.  ( ).  T.  Walker,  and  Rev.  N.  1!.  Jones. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Unix'ersalist  Societ)'  of  Wake- 
field has  been  indicated  from  time  to  time  by  impro\'e- 
ments  upon  its  house  of  worship,  located  on  Main 
Street,  in  the  center  of  the  town,  and  in  various  other 
wa)'S.  This  liuilding  was  remodeled  and  enlarged  in 
1S59;  at  the  same  time  it  was  also  raised,  admitting  a 


UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH, 
Main  Struct,  W.ikelicM. 

vestry  beneath  ;  and  a  steeple  and  clock  were  added,  — 
all  at  an  expense  of  $6,000.  In  1877  ;  the  pews,  which 
had  before  been  the  propert}*  of  individuals,  came  intt) 


possession  of  the  society  ;  the  interior  of  the  edifice  was 
again  renovated  and  new  pews  put  in.  The  expense  of 
this  latest  work  was  about  ^5,000. 

The  church  associated  with  the  societ\-  is  small,  but 
the  organization  as  a  whole  is  active,  benevolent,  and  in- 
fluential. It  has  a  Sunday  school  of  one  hundretl  and 
fifty  members.  The  pastor  since  1889  has  been  Re\'. 
Lo\in/o  L.  (Jreene.  from  1858  to  1864,  Rev.  lulwin  A. 
Eaton  served  in  this  relation,  and  Rev.  William  W. 
Haywood  from  1865  to  1870.  Since  then,  Rev.  Messrs. 
William  l*'.  Potter,  (Uiincy  Whitney,  William  11.  ■Morrison, 
and  William  l-',.  (laskin  ha\e  ministered  to  this  people. 

The  union  of  the  Liberal  Society,  or  the  Third  Con- 
gregational Societv  of  Reading,  with  a  Universalist  so- 
ciety in  183S,  has  been  already  noted,  and  the  \'alual)le 
encouragement  deri\'ed  by  the  mox'cment  fr^in  the  Riberal 


UNITARIAN  CHURCH, 
Main  Street,  Rending. 

Ladies'  Benevolent  Association.  In  1856,  another  I'ni- 
versalist  society  took  the  place  of  the  former,  .\fter 
worshiping  in  Lyceum  Hall,  and  sharing  pastoral  service 
with  the  South  Reading  societ)'  in  Ellsworth  Llall,  the 
society  returned  to  Lyceum  Hall.  Another  independent 
organization  was  formed  in  i86(),  which  associated  itself 
with  the  Unitarian  body,  'i'he  corner  stone  of  an  atlrac- 
tix'e  house  of  worship  was  laid  in  1S70  on  Main  Street, 
the  societ)'  having  acquired  the  William  Parker  estate. 
This  building  was  dedicated  the  following  April. 

The  oiganization  of  the  church  rests  upon  a  simple 
compact,  or  statement  of  belief,  the  essential  points  of 
which  are,  "  A  iSelief  in  the  Fatherhood  of  (lod  and  the 
Protherhood  of  Humanity,  as  taught  b)'  Jesus  Christ," 
and  an  acknowledgment  of  Him  as  "  Our  Teacher  and 
(jiude."     Among  its  supporters  in  recent  \'ears,  as  well 
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as  nt  tin;  l)c_L^inninp,'  of  tlie  iiio\'cmcnt,  lia\c  been  men  of 
inaikecl  intelleclLial  and  social  inllnence  in  tiie  coiiiniunit)'. 
The  cluiich  is  now  in  direct  aliiliation  wilii  tiie  American 
Unitarian  .\ssociati(jn. 

In  189 1  an  addition,  witli  a  lecture-room,  pastor's 
study,  kitchen,  and  other  conveniences  for  social  work, 
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was  built  in  the  rear  of  the  churcii  edifice  and  connected 
witii  it.  Later  tiiis  addition  haslteen  frescoed  and  beauti- 
fied within  by  funds  largely  contril)uted  by  a  class  of 
3'ouni;  men  in  the  Simday  school,  assisted  by  the  efforts 
of  young  people  of  the  congregation.  'I'here  is  a  Sunday 
school  of  about  one  hundred  members,  and  a  guild  of 
young  people  for  religious  culture.  Among  the  ministers 
not  mentioned  thus  far  have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  N.  R. 
Wright,  L.  M.  ]]unnington.  K.  H.  f'airchild,  Cyrus  W. 
Heizer,  Charles  j.  Staples,  Don  C.  Stevens,  and  John  1!. 
Green. 

The  first  Church,  with  its  i)arisii,  which  has  from  the 
early  da}'s  cooperated  in  the  support  of  religious  institu- 
tions, continued  its  e\-en  couise  during  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. So  much  f)f  its  life  has  been  given  to  assist  in 
founding  other  churches  in  the  three  parishes  and  adjoin- 
ing towns,  tiiat  we  know  of  no  time  luitil  the  period 
covered  l)y  the  long,  wise,  and  faitliful  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Charles  R.  IJliss  (  i  S62-  1 87 7  ),  when  the  number  of  its 
members  ecpialed  the  number  recorded  by  Mr.  l]rown 
in  1720.  Since  then,  and  during  the  pastorates  of  Rev. 
David  N.  Beach  (1879-18S4),  Rev.  William  M.  lirodhead, 
and  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace  (1888-1893),  its  progress 
has  been  marked  by  lai'ge  additicms  to  the  membership 
and  the  extension  of  its  work  along  all  lines.  Its  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Albert  V.  Davis. 

I-'rom  the  pen  of  one  who  has  often  brought  from  the 
historic  treasuries  things  new  and  old,  follows  the  inter- 
esting story  of  earnest  resolution  and  self-sacrifice,  of 
pride  and  gratitude  for  the  past,  and  of  faith  and  hope 
for  the  future,  embodied  in  the  granite  walls  and  artistic 
furnishings  of  the  latest  house  of  worship  Avithin  the 
limits  of  ancient  Reading. 

The  Congregational  church  in  Wakefield  has  a  historx' 
coeval  with  the  settlement  and  growth  of  the  old  town. 
On  other  pages  of  this  volume  may  be  found  a  sketch  of 
its  foundation  and  gradual  development  in  association 
with  the  First  Parish,  with  appropriate  mention  of  its 
pastors  and  leading  members,  and  allusions  to  its  blessed 


and  beneficent  inllueiice  in  the  couiiiiunit)'  and  common- 
wealth. Reference  has  been  made  to  llie  hi.it  rude  house 
of  worshi]),  located  on  the  westerly  side  ol  .M.iiii  Street, 
near  Albion  Street,  to  the  second  more  alti.ietive  and 
commodious  meeting-house,  erected  in  16S9,  near  the 
present  structure,  antl  to  the  third  s[Kicious  chur<.  h  edifice 
erected  in  1768,  and  which  stood  almost  on  the  site  of  the 
present  sanctuar\ .  The  third  edifice  faced  the  west,  .ind 
had  a  tall,  handsome  spire  that  was  blown  down  in  the 
great  gale  of  1815,  aiul  was  replaced  the  following \eai' 
by  a  dome-shaped  steeple,  considered  less  tasteful  tli.m 
its  predecessor.  The  interior  of  this  house  w.is  cntireK- 
remodeled  in  1838.  The  front  entrance,  whit  li  was  on 
the  south  side,  was  closed  up;  the  east  gallei)-  was  taken 
away  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  iKjrlli  sitle  ;  the  old 
pulpit  was  removed  from  the  north  side,  and  a  new  one 
placed  at  the  east  end,  and  the  old-fashioned,  s(|uare 
famil}'  pews  were  changed  to  modern  slips.  The  ancient 
sounding-board,  above  the  sacred  desk,  was  reuKjved  not 
to  return.  No  more  were  seen  the  "negro  pews"  in  the 
corners  of  the  gallery,  nor  the  long,  high  pew  behind  the 
singers'  seals,  called  the  3-oung  men's  pew,"  because  I))' 
them  originally  built,  and  in  which  used  to  sit  the  old 
tything-man,  to  whom  the  youth  looked  up  as  to  one  of 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord  ;  nor  the  pew  for  the  infirm  and 
superannuated  of  the  congregation,  that  was  located  in 

front  of  the  pulpit  and  undei 
the  very  droppings  of  the 
preached  word,  n  o  r  the 
deacons'  pew,  also  in  front 
of  the  pulpit. 

In  1S59,  the  structure  was 
again  considered  too  small 
and  inconvenient  for  the 
growing  needs  of  the  society, 
and  a  thorough  remodeling 
was  determined  upon. 

The  buildiiiL'   w,\s  turned 
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around  t(j  face  the  south  ;  the  old  steeple  w.is  taken  down 
and  a  new  and  graceful  spire  erected  in  its  stead  ;  in  the 
basement  commodious  apartments  were  provided  and 
furnished  for  e\'ening  meetings,  Suiula\-  school,  ladies" 
parlor,  and  kitchen,  a  tower  clock  was  supplieil,  and  the 
interior  greatl)'  changed  and  nioderni/ed. 
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AMONG  tlic  citizens  of  \\'ai<efielcl  wlio  have  deseivcd 
well  of  their  town,  and  who  are  still  active  and 
prominent  in  ninnicipal  and  business  life,  may  be  named 
Thomas  judson  Skinner. 

Mr.  Skinner  is  the  son  of  the  late  'I'homas  15.  and 
Phebe  (Smith)  Skinner,  and  was  born  in  Soutli  Reading, 
August  27,  1S44.  Originating  from  genuine  Puritan 
stock,  he  illustrates  the  sterling  qualities  and  virtues  of 
the  old  English  blood  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land. On  his  father's  side  his  ancestor  was  Thomas 
Skinner,  an  early  settler  of  Maiden,  and  on  his  mother's 
side  he  is  a  descendant  of  Francis  Smith,  who,  in  164S, 
erected  his  primitive  dwelling  near  the  present  site  of  the 
Junction  station,  Wakefield.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in  the  South 
Reading  high  school  he  was  a  member  of  the  notable  class 
of  1863.  His  first  entrance  in- 
to mercantile  life  after  lea\'- 
ing  school  was  in  a  store  in 
Wenham,  and  later  in  ]')0S- 
ton.  In  July,  1864,  he  en- 
tered the  military  service  of 
his  coimtr)'  as  private  in 
Co.  E,  8th  Regiment,  M.  \'., 
and  after  one  hundred  days' 
patriotic  service  in  Mar\- 
land  was  honorably  dis- 
charged with  his  regiment. 
On  the  first  day  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  .Skinner  became 
connected  in  a  clerical  capac- 
ity with  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery establishment  of  Daniel 
Allen  &  Co.,  on  Blackstone 
Street,  lioston,  where  he  re- 
mained many  years.  ( )n  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Allen,  in 
1870,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  firm,  and  con- 
tinued the  business,  with 
James  E.  Maynard,  under 
name  and  style  of  Daniel 
Allen  Co.,  and  later  as 
Maynard,  Skinner  Co.,  un- 
til dissolution  of  partnership  in  1882.  From  1S82  to  1892, 
Mr.  .Skinner  was  the  trusted  clerk  and  cashier  of  M. 
S.  Ayer  iv  Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  on  State  Street,  in 
Hoston.  In  1893,  he  accepted  a  position  as  treasurer 
of  the  Stoughton  Rubber  Company,  with  store  on 
Summer  Street,  which  responsible  position  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Skinner  has  for  many  years  been  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  municipal  life  of  the  town,  and  done  much 
by  counsel  and  service  toward  shapjng  local  legislation, 
and  promoting  enterprises  for  the  honor  and  advantage 
of  the  town  of  his  birth.  Me  served  with  signal  efficiency 
as  principal  auditor  of  accounts  from  1874  to  1884.  He 
was  first  chosen  town  treasurer  in  1884,  and  has  since 
managed  the  finances  and  investments  of  the  town  with 
such  probity,  wisdom,  and  system  as  to  have  received  each 
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year,  t(j  the  present  time,  the  high  testimonial  from  his 
fellow-citizens  of  .1  unanimous  reelection. 

Mis  executive  force  and  clerical  skill  have  made  hnii 
on  many  occasions  a  valuable  member  of  committees  to 
adx'.mce  publie  enterj^rises.  When  the  name  of  the  town 
was  changed  to  Wakefield,  he  was  the  secretary  of  the 
important  municipal  committee  having  in  charge  the 
arrangements  for  a  fitting  observance  of  the  transition 
event,  culminating  in  a  brilliant  celebration,  July  4,  1868. 
Me  was  a  member  of  the  general  committee  on  the 
quarter-millennial  celebration  of  1894,  serving  on  the  sub- 
committee on  invitations. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  one  of  th  e  organizers  of  the  W  ake- 
lield  .Savings  ISank,  for  many  years  a  trustee  and  vice- 
president,  becoming  president  of  the  corporation  in  1892, 
which  office  he  still  retains.    Me  was  the  first  president 

of  the  Wakefield  Coopera- 
tive liank,  resigning  his  posi- 
tion in  1892  to  accept  the 
presidency  of  the  Wakefield 
Savings  Bank. 

As  a  member  and  ot'ficer 
in  various  capacities  of  the 
first  Parish  and  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Wakefield, 
Mr.  .Skinner  has,  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  rendered 
eminent  and  appreciated 
services.  Elected  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday 
school  in  1H79,  he  contin- 
ued as  such  until  1S82,  leav- 
ing the  record  of  an  espe- 
cially successful  and  faithful 
administration.  Me  became 
treasurer  of  the  first  Parish 
in  1874,  in  which  stati(jn  his 
practical  sagacity  and  un- 
sullied integrity,  during  over 
two  decades  of  varied  cir- 
cumstances, have  adorned 
the  office  he  held,  and  gi\-en 
him  a  place  above  detrac- 
tion. 

Into  the  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Congre- 
gational church,  begun  in  18S7,  and  completed  by  the 
dedication  of  the  finished  structure  in  1892,  Mr.  Skinner 
entered  with  enthusiasm  and  resolute  purpose,  contribut- 
ing thereto  his  best  thcnight  and  judgment,  and  much  of 
his  time  and  means.  Me  was  secretary  of  the  general 
building  and  finance  committee  of  fifteen,  and  a  member 
of  the  imj^ortant  sub-building  committee  of  fi\e.  By  his 
counsel  and  unremitting  efforts,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
largely  assisted  in  bringing  the  memorable  undertaking  to 
a  successful  issue.  Mis  admirable  secretary's  record  of 
the  proceedings,  incidents,  and  obstacles  attending  the 
enterprise  is  a  monument  to  his  industry  and  ability. 

Me  married,  June  6,  1S66,  Harriet  E.  Brown.  Their  chil- 
dren are,  Nettie  E.,  wife  of  Arthur  M.  Boardman  :  Emma 
11.,  wife  of  llarris  M.  1  )olbeare,  and  Her\'e\'  J.  .Skinner. 
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As  time  went  on  and  llie  town  grew  in  poiJiiialion,  tiie 
churcii  and  society  also  increased  in  numbers,  and  the 
old  sanctuary  was  deemed  tocj  small  and  its  accommoda- 
tions too  limited  for  the  changed  circumstances  of  the 
people.  Ten  years  ago  the- structure  itself  prochvimed  in 
mute  but  eloquent  tones  that  something  must  be  done  or 
it  would  fall  away  from  the  faith.  A  careful  examination, 
in  1886,  revealed  conditions  of  weakness  and  decay  from 
turret  to  foundation,  and  it  became  evident  that  extensive 
and  costly  repairs  would  be  necessary  to  make  of  the  old 
church  a  house  of  worship  suitable  and  safe,  and  adapted 
to  modern  requirements.  The  parish  hesitated  about 
making  the  large  outlay  upon  an  old-time  building,  and 
began  seriously  to  reliect  upon  the  prospect  of  a  new 
church.  On  the  29th  of  December,  1887,  after  much 
consideration,  it  was  voted  by  the  First  Parish  to  take 
preliminary  steps  toward  erecting  a  new  church  upon  the 
site  of  the  old  one.  .Subscription  lists  were  opened,  cir- 
cular letters  sent  to  the  people,  public  meetings  were  held, 
and  a  lucid  statement  made  from  the  pulpit.  At  the 
annual  parish  meeting  of  1888,  it  was  voted  to  authorize 
a  committee  to  solicit  preHminary  plans  and  drawings  for 
a  church  edifice  of  stone,  to  cost  not  more  than  $50,000. 

It  was  found  ere  long  that  an  edifice  of  the  size,  mate- 
rials, and  architecture  desired  would  cost  much  more  than 
anticipated.  Plans  and  specifications  were  procured  from 
various  architects,  and  estimates  from  many  contractors 
and  after  highly  raised  hopes  and  repeated  disappoint- 
ments, continued  through  two  years  of  waiting,  the  plans 
of  Hartwell  &:  Richardson,  architects,  of  Boston,  were 
accepted,  and  a  contract  signed,  May  6,  1890,  with  Dar- 
ling Brothers,  builders,  of  Worcester,  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  church,  wlu)se  exterior  walls  should  be  of  Alonson 
granite,  and  furnished  with  all  modern  appliances  for 
worship,  instruction,  and  social  gatherings.  The  old 
sanctuary  with  bell  tower,  its  steeple  ha\'ing  been  mt^nths 
before  removed  in  the  interest  of  safety,  was  still  standing 
on  the  spot  chosen  for  the  location  of  its  successor.  The 
edict  for  its  demolition  had  gone  forth.  No  word  of 
protest  came  from  its  grotesque  tower  or  time-worn  face, 
though  many  an  aged  Christian,  gazing  for  the  last  time 
on  the  sacred  edifice,  and  thinking  of  it  as  the  place 
where  for  so  long  a  period  God  had  met  His  people,  saw 
in  its  wrinkled  front  a  look  of  pathos  and  reproach, 
mingled  with  a  glance  of  love  and  benediction.  Impres- 
sive farewell  ser\'ices  were  held  in  the  sanctuar\-.  May  24, 
1S90.  With  hearts  deeply  ilTected  by  tender  and  sacred 
associations,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  old  churcli, 
with  many  friends  in  Wakefield  and  neighboring  towns, 
assembled  to  join  in  the  good-by  services,  filling  the 
ancient  tabernacle  to  overfiowing.  The  solemn  exercises 
were  in  unison  with  the  pervading  spirit  of  the  hour.  The 
sermon  was  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace.  Rev. 
David  N.  Beach,  a  former  pastor,  delivered  an  address. 
Rev.  Noah  R.  Fverts,  of  the  Wakelfeld  liaptist  church, 
spoke  fraternal  words  in  behalf  of  the  local  churches,  and 
kindly  expressions  were  made  by  representatives  of 
daughter  churches  in  Reading,  Stoneham,  and  Lynnfield. 
After  singing  a  closing  hymn  composed  for  the  occasion 
by  the  pastor,  and  receiving  the  benediction,  the  large 


aiiilience  slowly  and  sadU-  deijarlcd  fi"<im  the  old  clunch 
for  the  last  lime. 

'["he  demolition  of  the  old  building  was  committed  to 
friendly  hands,  while  preparations  for  the  new  structure 
went  forward  with  reasonable  speed.  'I'lie  entire  cost  of 
the  church  enterprise  was  to  be  defra)-e(.l  b\'  voluntar}- 
subscriptions  ;  but  the  people  responded  to  the  appeals 
with  enthusiasm,  generosit}',  and  sacrifice,  and  when  the 
contract  was  signed  $50,000  had  been  alread\-  pledged. 
i\n  eliicient  committee  of  fifteen  had  been  clotiied  b)'  tile 


DEA.  AARON  BRYAtlT. 

I'm:  name  of  Dea.  Aaron  liryaiit  adonis  the  page  of  local  history. 
.\ot  for  deeds  of  heroism  and  renown,  nor  for  high  oMiLial  station, 
will  his  memory  he  kept  green  among  those  who  ha\e  followed  him 
in  the  okl  parish. 

He  walked  in  honorahle  ]Kiths,  serving  his  (lod  day  hy  day  in 
singleness  of  spirit. 

■'  He  was  not  horn  for  courts  or  great  alt.iirs, 
He  paid  his  debts,  believed  and  said  his  prayers." 

He  was  privileged  in  his  lowlv  station  to  do  a  gooil  work  for  his 
fellow-men,  and  after  a  long  life  left  a  sweet  and  blessed  memory, 
lie  was  earnest  in  coninieiuling  to  others  the  gos])el  he  [jrofessed  — 
■■  allnreil  to  brighter  woilds  and  led  the  wav." 

hcacon  ISryanl  was  the  son  of  l  Almiind  I'.ryant,  and  born  in  New 
Ipswich,  .\ .  II.,  but  was  the  gr.indson  ol  Keiid.ill  Ihyant,  of  the  old 
p. Irish  of  Reading,  .uul  w  hen  \  <uiiig,  came  here  for  his  life  residence, 
lie  w.iSLhoseii  deacon  of  the  ( 'ongiegat  ion.il  c  lui  n  h  in  .South  Read- 
ing ill  ]  S  I  5,  and  serv  ed  faithfully  in  ih.il  cipacit)  until  his  death  in 
1S70,  a  peri(«l  of  lifty-live  )eais.  lie  w.is  hugely  instrumeiit.il  in 
organizing  the  t'ongregalional  Snndav  school  in  iSiS.  Though 
modest  and  unassuming,  he  possessetl  a  w  ell-stcjied  mind,  and  w.is 
prized  in  the  community  as  a  wise  counsellor  and  one  of  the  best  (>{ 
citizens.  lie  drew  little  of  learning  fioin  the  schools,  but  "the  in- 
spiration of  the  .\lmighty  gave  him  understanding." 

Deacon  T.rvant  mariied  Rebecc.i  I'oole,  the  daughter  of  benjamin 
and  I'dizabeth  haiierson,  .ind  left  no  children.  His  homestead  was 
at  the  corner  of  .Main  and  .\von  .Streets,  and  his  house,  the  same, 
though  enlarged  and  improved,  owned  by  James  liarrett  in  1 765, 
anil  later  bv  l.ieut.  X.ithan  hlaton,  a  soldier  of  the  Revcilution. 
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Vkst  Rarisli,  willi  full  pdwers  to  carry  tlie  project  to  com- 
pletion in  all  its  scope  and  detail.  This  committee  was 
made  up  as  follows  :  John  G.  Aborn,  chairman,  Thomas 
J.  Skinner,  secretary,  (ieorge  H.  Maddock,  John  \V. 
White,  Samuel  K.  Mamilton,  Junius  Reebe,  William  1). 
1  )eadman,  William  1'.  Preston,  Richard  liritton,  David  H. 
1  )arling,  Kdwin  E.  Emerson,  ( 'hester  W.  Eaton,  Frederick 
]5.  Carpenter,  Arthur  G.  Walton,  Ezra  M.  Southworth. 

A  sub-building  committee  was  chosen  from  this  num- 
her,  consisting  of  S.  K.  Mamilton,  chairman,  G.  H.  j\[ad- 
dock,  D.  H.  l^arling,  'I'.  J.  Skinner,  and  Junius  lieebe. 


manifested  li)'  the  othei'  religitjLis  societies  of  W'akelield. 
I'Vom  the  Methodist  church,  the  liajjlisl  cluuth,  ,nul  llie 
finiversalist  church  came  the  most  cmdial  ,ind  fr.Uenial 
in\'itations  to  their  Immeless  brethren,  to  the  free  use  of 
their  resjoectixe  houses  of  woiship,  until  the  new  hid)it.i- 
tion  should  be  ready  for  occupancy.  The  Congregational 
church  expressed  itself  in  grateful  recognition  of  these 
acts  of  Christian  brotherho(jd,  accepted  the  offer  tA  the 
]-5aptist  house  for  the  morning  preaching  service  and 
vSabbath  school  on  Sundays,  and  the  L'ni\-ersalist  house 
for  the  meetings  of    i'uesda}-  and   l''riilay  exeniiigs,  wliili; 


NEW  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  EDIFICE, 

Conier  Cluircli  Street  anil  Lake  A\eiiue,  Wakefield. 


It  was  found  desirable  and  necessary  to  obtain  some 
land  additional  to  that  of  the  former  site  of  the  church, 
whicli  was  secured  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  town  of 
Wakefield,  from  the  old  burial-yard,  and  the  open  land 
lying  northerly  of  Church  Street,  the  parish  at  the  same 
time  releasing  to  the  town  its  rights  in  adjoining  land. 

The  ser\'ices  of  the  county  commissioners  and  thefavor 
of  the  municipal  authorities  were  invoked  to  legalize  the 
widening  of  Church  Street  in  front  of  the  new  edifice. 

The  parish  being  destitute  of  a  cluirch  home,  a  happy 
feature  was  developed  in  the  kind  and  brotherly  spirit 


union  services  were  held  on  Sunday  e\'enings  with  the 
ISaptist  brethren. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  church  was  laiil  ( )ct.  ii, 
1S90,  being  at  the  southeasterly  corner  of  the  tower,  and 
was  especially  cut  and  fashioned  at  the  tjuarry  in  Mon- 
son,  with  "  1S90  "  on  its  soLitherly  face,  a  s}aubolic  cross 
on  its  easterl}'  face,  and  an  opening  in  the  top  for  the 
reception  of  the  memorial  box.  Solemn  services  were 
held  on  the  occasion  in  the  open  air,  on  the  pleasant 
October  afternoon,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  gathering, 
proceeding  in   the   following  tjrder :    .\ddress  by  Dea. 
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John  G.  Aborn,  chairman  of  parish  committee;  invoca- 
tion by  Rev.  Charles  L.  Xoyes,  of  Somerville  ;  sin;;in^^ 
of  hymn;  reading  of  Scripture  l)y  Rev.  Klijah  Har- 
mon, of  Wilmington  ;  enumerating  the  significant  articles 
placed  in  the  copper  memorial  box,  and  depositing  the 
box,  by  Chester  W.  Katon  ;  laying  the  corner-stone  in 
position,  presided  over  by  ])ea.John  C.  .\born,  who  used 
a  silver  trowel  made  for  the  occasion,  using,  in  conclu- 
sion, the  dedicatory  words  :  "  1  declare  that  this  stone  is 
well  and  truly  laid,  in  the  name  of  the  l^'ather,  and  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  ''  ;  prayer  by  Rev.  Charles  J. 
Ryder,  of  Wakefield  ;  adtlress  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  W. 
Wallace  ;  singing  ;  benediction  by  Rev.  N.  R.  Everts,  of 
Wakefield. 

The  building  of  the  superstructure  advanced  without 
serious  hindrance,  growing  week  Ijy  week  in  grace  and 
beauty,  under  the  vigilant 
and  able  supervision  of  Mr. 
James  Driver,  in  behalf  of 
the  architects,  and  watched 
with  interested  and  admiring 
eyes  by  the  members  of  the 
old  parish  and  the  people  of 
the  town. 

Beautiful  memorial  win- 
dows, with  artistic  figures, 
were  presented  by  various 
parties  and  families,  and 
placed  in  approved  loca- 
tions. North  group  :  In 
memory  of  'J'homas  Emer- 
son and  Betsey  (Harts- 
horne)  Emerson,  erected  by 
George  ().  Carpenter  and 
Maria  J.  Carpenter ;  sub- 
ject, "  Eaith,  Hope,  and 
Charity." 

South  group  :  In  memory 
of  Lucius  Beebe  and  Syleiula 
(Morris)  Beebe,  erected  by 
their  children  ;  subject, 
"  Christ  walking  on  the  sea." 

East  side.  1.  In  memory 
of  John  and  Nancy  White, 
erected    b  y    Miss  Nancy 

\\'hite  and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Aborn.  2.  In  memory  of  Aaron 
and  Elizabeth  Cowdrey,  erected  by  Mr.  P.  Ikaley  and  the 
grandchildren.  3.  In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Al)orn,  erected 
by  John  G.  Al)orn.  4.  In  memory  of  John  and  Harriet 
Brown,  erected  by  Thomas  J.  and  Harriet  E.  Skinner.  5. 
In  memory  of  David  P.  Lane,  erected  by  Mrs.  Wm.  P. 
Ballard,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Roby,  and  Mr.  1).  Harry  Darling. 

The  interior  of  the  edifice  was  further  embellished  and 
improved  by  various  specific  gifts  from  friends  of  the 
church  as  named  following  :  carpet,  by  Mrs.  Emily  S. 
Rogers  ;  clock  in  gallery  front  of  auditorium,  by  children 
of  Lilley  Eaton  ;  furniture  and  clock  in  chapel,  by  Sunday 
school  ;  marble  floor  in  porch  and  classroom  furniture, 
by  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  P^ndeavor  ;  pulpit, 
communion  table,  and  five  chairs  made  from  the  frame 


of  the  niecting-lunise,  eix-cled  in  i7()S,  by  the  piiinar\' 
department  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Upholstering  of  pulpit  ami  five  cli.uis,  .Mr.  Rue!  P. 
liuzzell  ;  liiijie  for  pul])it,  b)'  Cluklren's  Smiel)'  nl  Mis- 
sion Workers  ;  c;liaii-s  and  f  ui  nishiugs,  !))■  the  Wakerield 
Rattan  Ccjinpau)-  ;  range  for  i<itchen,  1)\'  .Smith  and 
.Vnthou)'  Stove  Compaii)'. 

The  church  was  at  last  linishecl  in  every  part  ami  ap|)li- 
ance  from  lowest  foLmdation  to  lofty  fmial,  .uul  stood  per- 
fect in  all  its  graceful  outlines  and  massive  s\nuiieti\-, 
read)'  to  be  consecrated  to  the  sacred  ijurjjoses  f(ir  which 
it  was  designed. 

The  day  of  tledication  was  fixed  for  'I'hursda\',  the  tenth 
of  March,  1S92,  at  which  time  the  people  ui  the  |)arisli 
and  the  town  assembled  at  the  new  church,  lilliiig  to 
repletion   the    spacious   auditorium    and   chaj^el  annex. 


INTERIOR  OF  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH, 
W.ikcfield. 

Services  of  solemn  import  were 
the  following  program  :  —  , 


held,  as  iiulicated  I) 


()!!;, in  X'ohiiilarv  Miss  lime  W.  ('owj^ill 

Invutalion  Rev.  1 ).  A  u^usl hie  \e\\  luii,  of  W  iiuholei 

Antlieni,  "  I  l(n\  lieaiitiful  Are'i'hy  I  )\\  ulliii,L;s  "  

Kes])oiisi\u  Ke.iclinL;      ....    i.ed  by  l-te\'.  .\ .  (  i .  liale.cif  Melrose 

,\iitheiii,  ■'  ll(j\v  .\mial)le  .\re  'I'liy  (duiTs  "  

Aclcliess  ami  l)eli\erv  of  the  Keys      ....  Samuel  l\.  Il.imilloii, 

Chairman  of  I luikliiiL;  (  'omniiUee 
Response  and  Acce])Uuice  of  the  Keys    ....      Riehanl  lliitton, 

f'h.iiini.in  of  raii>li  A.-,>e>sor,~, 

llymn  \nnounceil  by  Ke\.       S.  Adams,  of  Ke.ulini; 

Sermon  Kev.  l),ivid  \.  Ile.u  h  of  ( '.iiiiliridi;e 

Duel,  •■  The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd."  

.Vet  of  lJei.ncation  .     .  Cluireh  and  I'astor,  Cungrej^ation  and  C  lioii 

I'rayercjf  Dedication  Kev.  Uoliert  Wallace 

Response,  " -\ml  With  the  (Ireat  f.lenial  liod"  ,. 
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TWO  HUNDRKI)  AND  Fl  I  '  I'I  I'.TI  I  A  NN 1 V  IvI^S  AR  V 


1  )LirK:ilury  llvimi    .    "My   l•^lllK^'.^  I  louse,"  wrillcii  by  Rev. 

K.  W.  W. ill. ice,  ;iiiii()iiiKeil  liy  Xev.  W.  W.  Sleeper,  Stcjiieliain 
liiief  i''iaternal  Adcliesses  .    .     Rev.  (  liailes  R.  Hliss,  fdinier  pastor, 

ami  Rev.  .\.  R.  lA  erts,  Rev.  1 ,.  I ..  (  i reeiie,  and  Re\'. 

J.  II.  'Idnipson,  other  pastors  in  W'akelielcl 

llviiin  Xnnoaneed  by  Re\'.  II.  I,,  llrickett,  of  l.ynnliekl 

I'raver  of  ISenedietion.  Rev.  Thomas  .\.  l'!nierson,  of  Clinton,  ('onn. 

Tliis  temple  of  stone  is  adinired  by  observers  as  a 
model  of  architecture,  a  marvel  of  con\enience,  antl  a 
worthy  orntiment  of  tiie  town,  but  the  people  of  the  I'irst 
Parish  regard  it  with  a  deeper  and  holier  sentiment,  lie- 
neath  its  tints  of  beauty  and  gleams  of  glory  they  read  of 
faith,  and  hope,  and  sacrifice,  and  turn  their  feet  toward  its 
welcoming  portals  as  to  the  house  of  God  and  the  gate 
of  iieaven. 

The  following  description  of  the  church  and  its  acces- 
sories is  from  the  pen  of  one  in  whose  prophetic  mind 
the  whole  beautiful  creation  rose  clear  and  luminous  long 
before  its  stones  were  laid  in  fair  colors,  or  ever  it 
assumed  form  and  comeliness,  under  the  skilled  hands  of 
the  arlistins. 

Its  walls  are  of  two  sluules  of  gray  granite,  fiom  (piarries  in  Moii- 
soii,  .Mass.,  its  roof  a  light  gray  green  slate  from  Rail ha\'en,  \'t., 
while  all  metal  work  in  coiinecti(jn  therewith  is  of  copper. 

I',.\ternall\  the  princiiial  features  are  the  large  .square  trnver  on  the 
southeast  coiner,  rising  to  a  height  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
feet,  with  its  ornamental  belfry  of  clustered  columns  and  carxecl 
capitals,  the  massive  arch  spanning  an  open  porch  at  the  chief  en- 
trance, ami  the  three  round  staircase  towers,  two  on  the  south  front 
of  the  building  on  Church  .Street,  and  one  on  the  northeast  corner 
on  Rake  Avenue. 

The  style  of  the  edifice  is  a  simple,  harmonious  development  of 
1  !yzaiitineT\.(.jmanes(|ue,  form  and  C(jlor,  rather  than  elaborate  detail, 
being  relieil  upon  for  architectiir.il  ellect.  The  more  prominent 
parts  alone  are  enriched  with  c,ir\ iiig. 

The  gener.il  pl.m  is  somewhat  in  the  ft)rm  of  .m  I,,  the  main  body 
of  the  church  e.\lendiiig  north  and  south,  while  Sunday-school 
rooms,  librar)',  chiss  rooms,  and  ladies'  parlor  are  containeil  in  the 
westerly  wing.  The  ni.iin  autlience  room  is  entered  from  the  south, 
through  an  ojieii  porch  and  vestiliules,  and  is  seventy-one  feet  by 
ninety-one  feet. 

The  floor  h.is  a  pitch  of  one  foot,  si.\  inclies,  and  contains  seven 
hundred  and  lifty  seats,  all  pews  radiating  to  a  center,  thus  making 
every  seat  etpially  available.  .\l  the  scnith  end  of  the  room  is  erected 
a  gallery  to  seat  one  hundred.  The  entire  decorations  are  of  the 
llaberstroh  relief  process,  the  richer  |)arts  being  placed  for  the  best 
architectural  eliects.  The  room  is  also  greatly  eiirichetl  by  beautiful 
memorial  gl.iss,  which  tills  the  large  groups  of  windows  north  .iiid 
south,  .ilso  most  of  the  smaller  wiiulows  on  the  east  sitle. 

'l"he  entire  tinish  of  the  auditorium  and  its  approaches  are  of 
quartered  oak,  including  the  line  open-timbered  roof. 

The  pulpit,  communion  table,  and  platform  chairs  are  made  after 
special  tlesigns  fronr  the  frame  of  the  old  meeting-house,  erected  in 
I  70s. 

The  .Sunday-school  room,  which  may  on  occasion  be  adtled  to  the 
audience  room  by  means  of  sliding  sashes,  is  forty  feet  by  si.\ty  feet, 
seats  four  hundred,  and  is  linished  up  into  roof,  part  of  roof  frame 
showing.  This  room,  together  with  primary  room,  ladies'  jjarlor, 
class  rooms,  lib'-  irv  and  all  others  contained  in  this  wing,  are  linished 
in  cyjjress  aiui  have  hard  wood  Hoors.  .V  noticeable  feattire  is  an 
arcade  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sunday-school  room  into  a  gallery  on 
the  second  lloor,  which  communicates  directly  with  the  class  rooms. 

The  basement  contains  tlining-room,  kitchen,  toilet  rooms,  etc. 

The  entire  buikling  is  heatetl  by  steam,  direct  and  indirect,  with 
thorough  ventilation  in  all  parts,  and  is  lightetl  by  gas  and  elec- 
tricity. 


CONCLUDING  WORDS. 

In  attempting  a  brief  summary  of  the  ecclesiastical 
progress  of  two  hundred   antl  lift)'  years,  so  f.\|-  as  it 
a|.")pears  in  externals,  attenti(Mi  is  called  to  the  illustra- 
tidiis  of  successive  houses  of  worship,  from  the  rmigli 
building  of  1644  to  the  etiilice  just  described.     In  tlie 
territory  where  was  tiien  one  religious  organization  are 
now  fifteen  ;  where  were  fifty  meml)ei"s  of  one  church  are  j 
now  nineteen  iumdred  resident  J'lotestant  church  mem-  j 
l)ers,  beside  two  ( 'atholic  parisiies  of  twenty-live  hundretl  | 
souls.      In   16S9,  the   property  of  the  religious  society  | 
may  be  valued  at  £']oo  ;  at  present  the  property  of  relig- 
ious societies  in  the  same  territory  ma}'  be  rough !)■  esti-  ■' 
mated  as  not  far  from  $375,000  ;  to  the  building  of  the 
second  meeting-house  the  largest  gifts  were  ^"10:  $500 
and  $1,000  were  the  offerings  of  indivickials  and  fam- 
ilies to  the  last  one.     Kev.  Henry  Green  may  have  been 
"  passing  rich  "  on  £30  a  )'ear,  but    the  expenditures 
of  Protestant  churches  during  1894,  for  then-  own  sup- 
port, were   not    far   from  $27,000,  while  contributions 
for  bene\'olent  and  missionary  work  aggregated  nearl}' 
or  cjuite  $7,000  more.    'J'here  are  now  aljotit  three  thou- 
sand members  of  schcjols  for  the  sttidy  of  tiie  Bible, 
where  none  existed  uj)  to  the  present  centin)'  ;  and  in 
place  of  the  compact  body  of  worshippers  at  the  long  ser- 
vices of  the  olden  time,  each  large  organization  sends  its 
life  into  many  branches  and  along  many  lines  of  activ  ity  ; 
and  as  the  fathers,  "  faithf til,  true,  and  bold,"  ha\  e  passed 
on,  men  and  women,  unlike  them  in  ''-"inv  things,  indeed, 
but  loyal  to  the  cause  the)'  lo\''jd,  1.       risen  to  take  llieir 
places. 

This  progress  has  been  made,  nutwithstanding  iiidi\  iil- 
uals  have  been  left  free  by  law  to  support  the  church  of 
their  choice,  or  none  at  all,  and  that  each  church  has 
been,  in  luost  respects,  wholly  thrown  upon  its  own  re- 
sources, —  a  step  which  seemed  to  such  l,i}nien  .xs  Judge 
Story,  and  such  ministers  as  Dr.  Lyman  iieecher,  at- 
tended with  most  serious  peril  to  religious  institutions. 

The  stricter  creeds  of  Calvinism  have  lieeii  niotiilied, 
even  in  the  houses  of  their  friends,  and  the  more  rigid 
e\'angelical  convictions  of  eaiiier  times  ha\'e  been  bro.id- 
ened,  softened,  and  brcnight  into  closer  touch  with  human 
life,  through  the  inlluences  of  the  humauitarian  ino\'e- 
ment,  which  luay  be  discovered  earl}'  in  otir  histoi}',  and 
traced  under  its  \arious  phases  of  Armiuianism,  .Metlui- 
dism,  and  Unitarianism.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ten- 
dencies of  this  movement  to  lose  religious  \itality  .iiul 
spiritual  power  have  been  counteracted,  at  least  in  ]).ut, 
by  revivals,  which  have  called  the  people  l)ack  to  the 
divine  sources  of  reality  in  religion. 

Thus  the  life  of  CjOcI  in  the  soul  of  man  has  mani- 
fested its  power  as  knowledge  has  increased,  civilizaiion 
grown  richer  and  fuller,  and  libei  t}'  become  better  under- 
stood and  more  prevailing.  .\nd  the  assurance  deepens 
through  a  study  (jf  religious  prtjgress,  in  a  communit}'  oUl 
enough  to  iiave  an  honorable  histor}',  and  }'oung  enough 
to  thrill  with  the  enthusiasms  ami  ho])es  of  growing 
life,  that  as  God  was  with  the  fathers,  so  lie  will  be  with 
the  children,  from  generation  to  genei'ation. 
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REV.  REUBEN  EMERSON. 

Ri.w  Ui;i'i!i;\  I'^.Mi  rscjn  was  tlie  eighth  minister  of  the  old  par- 
ish, one  of  the  old  school,  aiul  IkhI  the  longest  pastorate  of  any  in 
the  liistory  of  the  parish,  lie  was  horn  in  Ashhy  in  1771  ;  was  the 
son  of  Jolin  and  Kalherine  (luiton)  I'.nierson,  and  grandson  of  Dea. 
Urown  lunersim,  (jf  the  I'  ir^t  Parish  in  Reading.  He  married,  in 
iSoo,  I'ersis  Hardy,  of  New  Hampshire.  Largely  by  his  own  e.xer- 
ti(jns  and  sacrifices  he  secured  a  liberal  education,  graduating  from 
1  )artmoiith  College  in  i/yS.and  was  orclained  to  the  sacred  profes- 
sion at  NVestminsler,  \'t.,  in  1  Soo.  He  became  pastor  of  the  old 
parish  in  1S04,  and  remained  as  such  until  his  death  in  iSbo,  having 
been  sole  pastor  forty-one  years,  and  associate  pastor  with  Rev. 
Alfred  I'Jllerson  fifteen  years  Icjnger. 

Mr.  linierson  came  to  the  p.irish  when  the  disturbances  in  the 
theological  world,  sometimes  called  the  Unitarian  controversy,  were 
at  their  height,  ami  it  is  probable  he  w  as  mainly  instrumental  in  saving 
the  old  church  fruin  being  nuned  from  its  ancient  foundations  of 
doctrinal  belief.  He  was  the  siucessor  of  Rev.  Caleb  I'rentice, 
whose  mild,  humanitarian  sway  had  not  prepared  his  parishioners 
to  resist  the  power  of  the  Aiminian  Wii\e.  Mr.  llmerson  firmly 
adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  t  ah  inisiii,  was  cogent  in  reasoning, 
and  faithful  and  fearless  to  pruclaim  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
wliole  counsel  of  Clod.  During  lifty  years  he  was  one  of  the  most 
respected  and  influential  citizens  of  the  tow  n,  and  was  a  warm  friend 
and  advocate  of  the  causes  of  education,  temperance,  and  the  eman- 
ci|)alion  of  the  slave.  He  wa.s  noted  for  his  musical  tastes  and 
talents,  and  these  (jualities  were  inherited  Ijy  his  children  in  a 
marked  degree.  ]!y  blood  antl  name  he  was  allied  with  many  of 
the  ministerial  profession,  being  a  lineal  descenilant  of  Rev.  I'eter 
liuckley,  l\e\.  hxlward  liuckley,  early  ministers  of  Concord,  and 
Rev.  Joseph  Ijnerson,  the  first  minister  of  Nfendon,  whose  son, 
I'eter  I'.merson,  settletl  in  Reading  about  the  year  1694.  A 
brother,  the  Rev.  I  )r.  ISrow  n  ICmerson,  w  as  many  years  a  beloved 
pastor  at  Salem. 

The  children  of  .Mr.  I'.merscjn  were:  Tirown  Handel  Iluckley, 
Charles  M.illon,  John  Cab  in.  ( dtherine,  .\nna  Fiske,  and  Reuben 
Washington  lunerson,  but  no  known  descendants  are  now  living. 
His  residence  during  the  long  period  (jf  his  pastorate  as  iinder- 
she])herd  of  the  Mock  in  the  old  ])arish  was  in  the  third  parsonage 
of  the  First  Parish,  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of  Church  Street, 
and  easterly  of  the  church,  but  since  removed  t(j  Salem  Street,  near 
Main  Street. 


l<\:v.  I'lliiMAS  Ariil.Ki  I;mm;mi\  is  the  eUUsl  son  ol  'I'h.ini.is 
luiierson,  Jr.  lie  was  eduiated  in  ihr  Wakelu-hl  lligh  School,  al 
l'hilli|)s  Acailemy,  .\nd()\ er,  lhuI  .il  N  ale  rin\ersii\,  from  whicli 
institution  lie  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  iSr,^.  He  sei\cd 
during  the  war  of  tlie  Rebellion  in  llie  I'nited  Stales  .\.i\y  as  as- 
sistant aiuiy  ])aymaslei,  enlisting  in  iSh]  with  r.nik  of  lieutenant, 
on  board  L'nited  Slates  brig  ■■|'err\,"  and  saw  sLi\i(.r  .it  I'ort 
Royal,  S.  ('.,  fcjr  six  mouths,  on  lilm  kade  oil  (  h.uiesion,  S.  ( ',,  foi 
one  month,  anil  at  h'eni.indina,  hl.i.,  for  sixteen  nicuilhs.  Aflei 
the  war  he  entered  the  theoloj^iLul  seniinarv  at  .\ ndo vei ,  1  esidin 
at  home,  and  serving  with  aliililv  as  .i  uiember  of  tlie  W.iKeliehl 
school  coniniittee  in  |S()7  lie  was  su|)eriiileiideiil  ot  the  (  011- 

gregational  Suiulav  school,  aiitl,  with  others,  was  inteiesi ed  in  ornan- 
i/.ing  the  prayer  meetings  .iiul  .Suii(la\'  sdiool  in  Montrose.  The 
tirst  sermon  deli\  ered  by  him  in  the  iliiinh  ot  his  home  w  .is 
preached  from  1  ('or.  ^:  ().  .\ftersonie  diligent  and  smiessfiil  mis- 
sionary work  in  Somes\ille  and  at  bar  ll.ubor,  Me.,  I\e\.  Mr.  I  in- 
erson  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Congregalion.il  ihiin.h  at 
Wolfboro,  N.  H.  .\fter  a  pastorate  of  three  ami  one  half  \e.iis 
he  resigned  fo]-  the  purpose  of  traveling.  He  spent  one  )f.ii  ni 
luirope,  h.gyjjt,  and  tlie  Holy  Land.  While  abroad  he  received  a 
call  to  the  jjastorate  of  the  hirst  ( 'ongregation.il  (  'hurch  at  Ihaiii- 
tree,  Mass.,  ami  was  installed  as  pastor  in  .May,  1S74.  He  niaiiied 
Mrs.  Frances  H.  ISreWster,  of  Deerlleld,  daughter  of  Kev.  Kcjbert 
Crawford,  1).  I).,  and  granddaughter  of  Re\.  L.  1).  (Iiitlin,  I).  I)., 
formerly  president  of  \\'illiams  ('ollege.  Rev.  Mr.  Lnieisou  re- 
ntained  at  llraintree  tweUe  years,  and  (luring  this  time  manv  notable 
sermons  by  him  were  indilished,  fer\enl  in  s|jirit  and  of  high  schol- 
arly character.  From  llraintree,  -Mr.  Lmerson  went  to  t  liiitoii. 
Conn.,  as  j)astor  of  the  Congregational  church  of  that  place,  where 
he  is  still  located.  In  1.S9J,  he  was  elected  morleralor  of  the  .\ss,i- 
ciation  of  Congregational  (  lunches  of  ( 'oiinei  ticul ,  and  on  retiring 
gave  an  able  address  on  "  Loyalty  to  (  ongregation.ilisiii." 

The  luiierson  faniilv,  in  C(doiiial  and  local  hislorv,  has  furiiislird 
numerous  bright  and  reveietl  n.mies  in  the  ministerial  \ocation. 


REV.  THOMAS  A.  EMERSON. 
Not  only,  howe\er,  have  .Mr.  Lmerscm's  ancestors  been  courageous 
soldiers  of  the  l.ortl,  but  many  lia\e  also  been  bra\e  patriots  iu 
their  country's  sei\ice.  His  great-grantlfatliei,  Thomas  Lmerson, 
stood  bra\  ely  in  the  ranks  as  one  of  Reading's  volunteers  in  the 
first  battle  of  the  Re\ olutionary  Wai,  at  .Merriam's  Cornel ,  between 
ConcortI  and  Lexington;  he  later  ser\ed  with  distinction  in  the 
war,  and  knew  the  hoirois  of  Daitniooi  I'lison.  (.  apt.  Thom.is 
limerson  and  Ca|)t.  James  !•'.  l-'.merson  are  also  famili.ir  n.inies  in 
our  later  military  annals. 
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HI*",  I'uiilan  was  not  only  a  man  of  piety, 
Init  of  thought  as  well.  Progenitors  of 
those  unc(jnquerable  heroes  who  ne\'er 
went  into  battle  without  a  prayer  or  a 
psahn  upon  their  lips,  they  were  also  the 
sires  of  those  men  of  rare  eloquence  and  rarer  wit  who, 
in  Westminster  Hall,  successfully  defied  their  king  and 
made  tyranny  impossible  fore\er  after  in  an  Rnglish- 
speaking  race. 

Among  the  leaders  in  tiie  Puritan  enterprise  that  set- 
tled the  shores  of  Massachusetts  IJay  were  not  only  the 
Ear!  of  Warwick  and  the  wealthy  Craddock,  but  men 
learned  in  the  lore  of  the  schools.  The  other  adven- 
turers in  the  undertaking,  and  who  made  up  the  great 
body  of  the  exodus  in  1630,  were  from  the  middle 
ranks,  tradesmen  and  yeomen.  They  had  learned  to 
read  their  l^iibles  at  their  mothers'  knee,  and  their  in- 
tellects had  been  admirably  schooled  by  the  surging 
]")olitics  of  the  time.  Macaidax,  in  a  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1847,  thus  speaks  of 
them  :  — 

AssuiL'tlly,  if  ihert;  be  any  class  of  niL-n  wliom  the  rrotcstant 
iionconforniists  of  luiglaiul  respect  more  highly  than  anollier, 
if  any  whose  memory  they  hold  in  deeper  veneration,  it  is  that 
class  of  men,  of  high  .spirit  and  iniconqiierahle  principles,  \vh<i, 
in  the  days  of  Archljishop  Land,  preferred  leavijig  their  native 
C(jnntry  and  living  in  the  savage  solitudes  of  a  wilderness, 
rather  than  to  li\e  in  a  land  of  prosperity  and  |)lenty,  where 
they  coidd  not  enjoy  the  ])rivilege  of  \vorshi|)ing  their  Maker 
freely,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  conscience.  Those 
men,  illii.strious  forever  in  history,  were  the  founders  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachnsetts ;  but,  though  their  lo\  e  of 
freedom  of  conscience  was  illimitable  and  indestructible,  they 
could  see  nothing  servile  or  degrading  in  the  principle  that 
the  .State  should  take  upon  itself  the  charge  of  the  education  of 
the  people. 

Proof  of  all  this  is  the  fact  that,  although  during  the 
first  half  dozen  years  not  over  four  thousand  emigrants 
had  come  to  our  shores,  and  death  had  been  busy  in  their 
midst,  yet  one  may  read  in  the  old  records  of  the  General 
Court,  under  the  date  of  Oct.  28,  1636  :  — 

.\t  aCoiirt  holden  Sept.  S,  1636,  and  coiitinued  by  adjournment  to 
the  2Sth  of  the  eighth  month,  October,  1636,1111:  comt  agreed  to 


give  ,,^-100  towartls  a  school  or  college  ;  £200  to  be  paid  next  ye.ir, 
and  £-00  when  the  work  is  linishetl  ;  ami  tlie  next  Court  to  appoint 
where  and  what  building. 


'I'hen,  in  1647,  was  jjassed  the  law 
often  tpioted  :  — ■ 


liat  cannot  be  ton 


It  being  one  chiefe  project  of  that  ould  tleluder,  S.ilan,  to  kecpe 
men  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  .is  in  torniei  tinier  b\ 
keeping  them  in  ,iu  unknowne  tongue,  so  in  ihe^e  killer  ^une.^  b\ 
persuading  from  the  use  of  tiuigiies,  thai  so  at  le.ist  the  true  sense  .ind 
meaning  of  the  oiiginall  might  be  clouiled  by  talse  glomes  of  saint 
seeming  ilecei\ers,  tluil  le. lining  nuiy  not  be  buried  in  tile  gr.ixu  ol 
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our  fathers  ill  llie  CIumlIi  and  Commonwealth,  the  Lord  ,is.-^i>ling 
(Uir  endeavors  :  — 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  tliat  everv  tow  iiship  in  this  j  u  risdiction ,  after 
the  Liud  hath  iiu  leased  them  to  the  number  of  30  householders, 
shall  then  fcnthwilli  appoint  luie  within  their  towne,  to  teath  all  ^ulIi 
children,  .IS  shall  resort  to  him  tc;  write  and  re.ide  whose  w.ige.-.  sh.dl 
be  p. lid  either  by  the  p.irents  or  masters  of  such  children,  or  b_\  the 
inhabitants  in  gener.ill,  b\  w.i\'  of  sup|)ly,  as  the  major  part  of  those 
that  order  the  priideiili.iK  of  the  towne  shall  ,ip|)oint  ;  l'r<i\ideil, 
those  that  send  tlieii  (  liildieii  be  not  oppressed  by  p. tying  imich 
more  th.iii  lhe\'  can  h,i\e  them  taught  in  other  tow  lies; 


TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FJI'TIETH  ANNIVKKSARV 


PALI].  HARl"  SWEKTSER,  eldest  son  of  Paul  and 
Sarah  ( Xewhall)  Sweetser,  of  South  Reading,  was 
born,  Sept.  23,  1807,  at  what  is  now  Wakefield  Junction, 
on  the  old  liomestead  of  iiis  ancestors,  the  Smiths,  who 
purchased  from  tlie  Indians  the  large  tract  extending 
from  "  Smith's  Pond  "  (now  Crystal  Lake)  to  the  "  Little 
AVorld."  His  father,  born  at  Soutl:  Reading,  in  lytSo, 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  judge  Newhall,  of  Lynnheld. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  I'aul  Sweetser,  Sr.,  whose  wife 
was  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Hart,  Esq.,  of  Ipswich,  was 
born  at  South  Reading,  1743,  and  lived  upun  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  the  residence  of  the  late  Cyrus  Wakefield,  ivsq. 

His  great-grandfatlier,  Michael  Sweetser  (son  of  Sam- 
uel Sweetser),  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Pierce)  Smith,  born  in  the  south  parish  in  1710. 

Of  the  fifth  generation  of  Reading  settlers  in  the  fine 
of  his  father,  and  in  the  line- 
age of  his  great-grandmother 
the  ;//>///- ;  related  by  l)lood 
or  marriage  to  most  of  tlie 
chief  early  families  of  the 
town,  Mr.  Sweetser  was  dis- 
tinctively "to  the  manner, 
born." 

Like  most  of  the  village 
lads  of  his  day,  he  learned 
the  cordwainer's  trade,  and 
followed  it  for  some  years. 

When  nearly  of  age,  the 
South  Reading  Academy  was 
opened,  and  he  was  one  of 
its  first  pupils.  A  quick 
scholar,  he  acquired  knowl- 
edge rapidly  and  soon  be- 
cause a  successful  teacher. 
Attending  the  academy  and 
teaching  alternately,he  taught 
in  most  of  tlie  school  districts 
of  the  town.  His  first  per- 
manent school  was  at  Sau- 
gus,  which  he  left  to  take  an 
ushership  in  Boston.  While 
teaching  at  Saugus,  he  met 
and  married,  in  1834,  Louisa 
I'"oster,  daughter  of  Capt.  Aaron  Foster,  of  Danvers.  (^f 
this  union  —  e.\ceptionally  happy  and  fortunate —  were 
born  seven  children,  of  whom  six  survived  him. 

In  1838,  he  was  appointed  master  of  the  Harvard 
School  in  Charlestown,  where  he  remained  till  1847.  As 
a  teacher  he  was  unusually  successful,  being,  while  an 
excellent  disciplinarian,  familiar  with  his  pupils  and  cre- 
ating in  them  interest  in  and  zest  for  study.  An  unusu- 
ally engaging  manner,  a  playful  humor,  and  genial 
disposition  made  him  generally  popular. 

The  present  excellent  educational  system  of  the  com- 
monwealth is  not  a  little  indebted  to  his  labors  in  its 
behalf.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  promoters  of  the 
organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  establishment  of  the  Rlassachtisetts 
Teacher  as  its  organ.    Of  the  latter  he  was  an  editor 


for  many  j'ears,  and  the  numbers  he  editctl  were  notabl)' 
able  and  interesting.  He  was  for  seveial  years  one  of 
the  examining  committee  for  'I'ufls  ( 'ollcge,  ol  w  hii  li  he 
was  a  stanch  friend,  discliarging  iiis  duty  with  ability. 

I-ong  a  meniljer,  often  cfiairman,  (jt  tlie  school  board 
of  Wakelield,  many  of  the  annual  reports  for  twenl)-  years 
were  from  his  pen,  attesting  alike  his  earnest  interest 
in  the  schoc)ls  and  iiis  aliilit)'  as  a  wi'iter. 

He  was  a  devoted  advocate  of  tiie  temperance  and 
anti-sla\'ery  causes,  contributing  freely  of  his  ellorts  and 
means  to  their  support.  Ardent  ,uul  alert  in  aii)'  cause 
lie  espoused,  iiis  voice  and  pen  were  /ealousi}'  gi\en  to 
its  adx'ancement.  An  eaily  atlherent  of  the  "  Wasliing- 
tonian  movement,  although  engaged  dail\  in  leaching, 
his  e\'enings  were  gi\en  to  platform  ellorts  in  its  lieliall, 
and  the  organization  and  direction  of  the  m(j\enient.  lie 

was  also  a  freijuent  contrib- 
utor to  journals  ]3ublislied 
in  the  interests  of  tliese  and 
kindred  reforms.  His  nu- 
merous writings  are  cogent 
and  happy  in  expression,  his 
alisolute  sincerit}',  earnest- 
ness, and  excellent  \ocabu- 
lary  making  him,  both  as  a 
speaker  and  writer,  read)' 
and  effecti\e.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  religious  feeling, 
well  \ersed  in  JSiblical 
studies,  and  wrote  man\' 
h\'nins  of  recogni/ed  excel- 
lence, not  a  few  of  which 
have  attained  a  ])ermanent 
place  in  our  hymnals.  He 
contributed,  late  in  life,  a 
series  of  articles  on  the 
"  birds  of  the  liible  " — a  sub- 
ject outside  his  ordinar\' 
lines  of  study — to  one  of 
the  journals  of  the  L'ni\'ersa- 
list  denomination  (to  which 
he  belonged),  suggestive  of 
the  versatility  and  range  of 
his  abilities.  Enjo)'ing  to  an 
unusual  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  t(;wn 
and  section,  throughout  which  he  was  well  known,  Mr. 
Sweetser,  after  leaving  the  profession  of  leaching,  held 
nearly  e\ery  office  in  the  gift  of  his  town,  and  was  twice 
elected  county  commissioner  of  Miikllesex  (,'oiuity,  hold- 
ing the  office  for  six  years. 

He  was  a  man  of  cjuick  perception,  pioiii|il  and  firm 
conclusions.  Although  impulsive,  he  was  considerate 
and  eminently  just  and  kind  in  his  treatment  of  others. 

He  was  exact  and  preempt  in  business  affairs,  personal 
or  official,  it  being  a  rule  with  him  to  "  owe  no  man." 

It  has  been  happily  said  of  him,  b)'  one  who  knew  him 
well,  "  few  men  felt  an  intenser  interest  in  whatex'er  con- 
cerned the  welfare  of  humanity,  or  were  more  uniformly 
on  the  side  of  progress  and  justice."  He  died  at  (Green- 
wood) Wakefield,  June  11,  1872,  universally  esteemed. 
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Ol''  'I'lIE  ANCIKNI"  I'OWN  Ol'  RKI)I)IN(; 


Ami  il  is  furtluT  iii(1liu<1  ih.il  wliuiu  any  lownc  shall  im  luasc  In 
ihc  nimibcr  (if  i  oo  families  iii  houschdklcis  tlicy  shall  set  ii])  a  gi  am- 
inar  SI.  hodle,  tin.-  Master  iherenf  heiiii;  able  to  instruct  youth  s(j  farr 
as  ihey  may  be  hteil  Inr  the  university,  I'linidecl,  that  if  any  towne 
neglect  tile  perfuniianee  hereol  abcne  cjiie  yeare,  every  such  tuwn 
shall  i)ay  5s  to  the  next  schnule  till  they  sliall  |)erform  this  order. 

I'revioiis  to  this,  in  1642,  and  two  years  before  the 
incorporation  of  the  town,  tlie  (lenerai  Court  passed  the 
following  vote  :  — 

That  in  every  town  the  clicsen  men  appointed  for  managing  the 
prudential  .df.urs  of  the  same  shall  heni,efortli  stantl  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  redress  of  this  e\  il  ;  and  for  this  end  they  shall  ha\e 
power  to  take  account  from  lime  to  lime  of  their  parents  and 
masters,  and  of  their  chiklren,  ccmcerning  their  calling  and  employ- 
ment of  tlieir  chiklren,  especial!)  of  their  ability  to  read  and  under- 
stand tlie  principles  of  religion  .ind  the  capit.d  Kiws  of  the  country, 
ami  to  impose  line^  upon  .dl  those  who  refuse  to  render  such  account 
to  them  when  reipiired  ;  and  they  shall  have  power  to  put  forth 
apprentices  the  children  of  sn(  h  a^  thc\'  sh.dl  find  not  to  be  able  and 
lit  to  employ  and  bring  them  up. 

And  yet  there  is  no  ex  idenee  in  its  records  that  tiie 
town  made  any  provisions  for  the  schooling  of  its  children 
until  quite  near  the  end  of  the  century.  This  apparent 
neglect  of  our  early  fathers  to  make  such  provision  has  been 
a[3ologi/,ed  for  *  (i)  b\'  s.ix'ing  that  the  building  of  their 
first  meeting-house  had  exhausted  their  surplus  resources, 
(_')  that  their  numbers  for  the  hrst  fifty  years  were  few 
and  scattered  ;  and  (3)  that  to  gain  the  //tress ///'(■s  of  life, 
to  defend  themselves  against  wild  l)easts  and  Indian 
foes,  to  reduce  the  rough  and  stubborn  glebe,  to  main- 
tain the  public  ministrations  of  the  gospel,  and  to  contend 
against  ptjverty,  sickness,  and  all  those  diseases  that  "  flesh 
is  heir  to"  in  a  new  coitntr\'  ami  climate,  required  all  the 
resolution,  faith,  industry,  and  economy  that  our  an- 
cestors could  command. 


FREDERICK  E.  WHITTEMORE!' 

Fkkih;rii  k  ha.l.sWdK  I  II  Win  n  i;M(ii;r:  was  born  in  Kolton, 
Mass.,  in  iStji.  llis  parents  were  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Louisa 
Maynard  (Kice)  W hitteinore.  lie  graduated  at  Hrown  L'niversity, 
i'rovidence,  K.  1.,  and  ha>  engaged  in  teai  lung  since  iSSj.  .Mi'. 
W'hittemoie  is  at  present  principal  of  ihe  Ueading  High  .School. 

*  II)-  Hull.  LiUey  luiton  in  iiis  "  llisUiry  of  Keatling." 


While  these  facts  no  iloubt  h.id  their  inllucnce  in  caus- 
ing the  early  settlers  to  put  olT  any  org.mized  attempt  to 
])rovide  schools  for  their  growing  families,  the)'  do  not 
seem  to  us  a  sufficient  e.xplanation.  Surely  these  early 
fathers  were  not  poor.    The  families  thai  earl)'  entered 


■    ,  •  WARREN  E.  EATOH.  .      ■  ■ 

\\'akri-.\  i'A  i :i<i;i  I  I'^viox,  born  in  the-  north  parish,  Reading, 
Jan.  7,  iSjij.  Parents,  Warren  and  .Sarah  (irLives  (.\bbotl)  t'atoii. 
lulucated  ;it  Howe  School,  liilleric.i,  I'hillips  .\cailemy,  Ando\er, 
and  Tufls  College.  Taught  winter  terms  in  West  I'e.dxuly,  North 
Keading,  and  West  .\cton,  antl  yearly  schools  in  I 'eabody,  < J uiiu  y, 
and  (  haileslown.  hdectcd  principal  of  llar\.ird  School,  (  hailes- 
town,  in  iSb/,  whiili  [josilion  he  now  holds. 


the  promised  land  and  in  1644  induced  the  (leneral 
Court  to  sever  them  from  the  parent  stem  were,  for  those 
days,  well  to  do.  Most  of  them  had  l)een  property  owners 
in  the  nearer  sea-coast  towns  from  which  they  came.  Jjiit 
had  they  been  poor  and  unable,  in  consecjuence,  to  hire  a 
schoolmaster,  the  two-mile  content  which  they  persuaded 
the  court  to  grant  them  in  1658-9  must  have  given  them 
sufficient  means  to  do  so.  Nearly  all  of  this  two-mile 
content,  after  its  division  among  the  \'oting  citizens,  was 
sold  again.  Thomas  I'dint  and  his  son,  both  living  in 
Salem,  bought  one  thousand  acres  of  this  territory,  —  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  which  had  fallen  by  lot  to 
I  )eacon  Cowdrey.  Mr.  Flint,  senior,  willed  this  tract  of 
land  to  his  son,  Sergeant  George,  and  upon  it  the  sergeant 
built  his  home,  overlooking  the  Ipswich  meadows.  Later 
this  son  of  Thomas  added  to  his  farm  by  buying  the 
range  of  land  that  lay  to  the  westward  of  his  house,  — 
a  range  that  had  originally  fallen  by  lot  to  William 
Laukin.  it  is  pertinent  to  state  here  that  the  character 
of  the  legislation  of  these  early  fathers,  their  thrift,  and 
the  fact  that  they  were  influential  enough  to  persuade  the 
court  to  give  to  them  outright  so  large  a  tract  of  land, 
show  ver)'  clearly  liiat  the)'  were  men  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.'  The  real  reason,  no  dotibl,  wh)  the  town 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  I'l  I  "r[  l-VTl  I  ANN  I V  l-.RS  A  R  V 


H[RA]\[  l)A  R  RLfS,  son  of  Levi  and  Aliiieda  li.iiTus, 
was  born  in  ('loslicn,  Afass.,  July  5,  icS22,  and  died 
in    Readini^,   Maixh   21,    1883.     He  was  liie  oldest  of 
eight  children,  lue  of  whom  are  still  living.     His  early 
life  was  spent  on  the  farm  in  his  native  place.   lake  many 
other  farmer  hoys  in  the  smaller  towns  of  our  country,  he 
was  dei^rived  of  the  advantages  of  early  education.  He 
was  able  to  attend  school  but  a  few  weeks  in  a  )ear,  but 
he  possessed  a  natural  love  for  study,  and  in  spite  of  the 
diflicultics,  he  supplemented  the  few  school  studies  wiiich 
he  was  able  to  pursue  with  his  personal  efforts,  and  fuially 
succeeded  in  fitting  himself  to  enter  college.    He  was  dis- 
appointed, however,  in  executing  his  jjlans  for  a  college 
education,  and  it  was  a  lifelong  regret  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  give  them  up.     He  was  engaged  for  many  years 
in  leaching  school  in  W^estern  Massachusetts,  commencing 
at   fifteen  \ears  of  age,  with 
scholars  older  than  himself.  ; 
During  this  periocl  he  ga\e 
lessons  in  penmanship,  both 
in  his  native  and  surrcjunding 
towns,    and    he  frecpiently 
carried  on  what  was  termed 
a  "select  school,"  for  pupils 
al)0\'e  the  common  school 
age.     It  was  the  practise  in 
tliose  da)-s  for  the  teacher  to 
"  board  aroimd,""  and  in  after 
life  he  related  many  amusing 
instances  of  the  discomforts 
which    he    experienced  in 
being    compelled   to  follow 
this   mode  of  living.  'i'he 
interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters which  he  accpiired  while 
teaciiing  continued  through- 
out his  life.     Prior  to  1861 
he   was  engaged   for  some 
years    in    a  manufacturing 
enterprise,   and  he  became 
prominent   in  the   affairs  of 
that  section.   Heing  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  he  was  fre- 
([uently  called  up(jn  by  par- 
ties in  his  own  and  neighboring  towns  in  prol^ate  matters 
and  conveyances.     He  was  not  acti\'e  in  politics,  though 
in  1859-60  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate  from 
Hampshire  County,  and  lacked  but  one  vote  of  an  election. 
.Mr.  liarrus  left  Goshen  in   186 1,  and  moved  to  IJoston, 
where  he  had  received  from  his  friend.  Collector  (ioodrich, 
of  the  Boston  Custom  House,  an  appointment  as  one  of 
the  night  inspectors.    Here  he  was  from  time  to  time  pro- 
moted, until,  in  1864,  he  was  appointed  assistant  cashier, 
under  Cashier  E.  L.  Frothingham,  and  he  retained  this 
position  until  his  death.   During  his  career  at  the  Custom 
House  he  was  delegated  by  the  'IVeasury  Department  to 
assist  in  revising  the  system  of  blank  forms  used  in  keep- 
ing the  custom  accotnits,  so  as  to  make  a  uniform  system 
lor  all  the  \  arious  ikm  Is  of  the  country.    l'"or  these  duties  he 
was  sent  to  Washington  in  1869,  in  compau)-  with  Deput)- 


Collector  j.  M.  I'iske.  On  taking  up  liis  residence  in 
Reading,  in  1863,  Mr.  Rarnisat  once  interested  himself  in 
all  the  affairs  of  the  town,  lie  l^ecame  prominent  in  what 
was  known  then  as  the  "  Bethesda  C  'hurch,"  and  after  a  lime 
was  chosen  one  of  its  deacons.  He  was  for  man\'  \eais 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  public  library,  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  school  committee,  ser\'ing  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  as  chairman  of  this  bod}'.  He  pos- 
sessed considerable  literary  abilit)-,  and  he  was  a  ready 
writer.  He  was  in  frecjuent  correspondence  with  the  news- 
papers, especially  the  Hampshire  Crii'^e//e  and  the  Reading 
Chronicle,  for  both  of  which  he  was  a  regular  contributor. 
Among  the  articles  prepared  for  the  Hampshire  Gdzcltc 
was  an  historical  series  relating  to  the  town  of  Cioshen. 
When  this  town  observed  its  centennial  celebration  in  1 88  i , 
he  was  invited  to  prepare  and  publish  a  history  of  the  town. 

Accordingly    he  undertook 
this  work,   rex'ised  and  en- 
larged the  matter  pul)lished 
in  the   Giizcttc,  and  l)rovight 
out  his  "  H istor\' of  Cioshen." 
He  also  delivered  the  histor- 
ical address   at  the  centen- 
nial celebration.     Mr.  Barrus 
had  an  absorbing  interest  in 
genealogy.     .A  large  jKirt  of 
his  leisure  was  spent  in  trac- 
ing his  own  ancestors.  The 
I5arrus  family  are  descend- 
ants of  the  same  ancestor  as 
the  barrows  tainih.    In  con- 
nection with  Ml'.  Arad  liar- 
rows,  of  Philadelphia,  he  had 
succeeded     in    tracing  the 
faiuil)'  back  to  the  original 
John  barrowe,  of  \'armouth, 
l''.ng.     .\t   the   time   of  his 
death  they  had  well  in  h.uid 
the   material    necessar\-  for 
the   preparation   of   a  com- 
jilete  history  of  the  faiiiih-. 
Associated  with  Col.  C.  D. 
Wright,  he  ]3repared  the  arti- 
cle on   Reading  for  Drake's 
"History  of  ^[iddlesex  County"';  and  he  assisted  the 
author  in  the  preparation  of  a  portion  of  Eaton's  "  History 
of  Reading."     Mr.  Barrus  was  an  original  thinker.  He 
readily  grasped  and  comprehended  new  subjects.     As  a 
teacher  he  was  intensel}'  practical,  fixing  the  principles 
of  his  subject  indelilily  in  the  mind  of  the  pujjil.    He  was 
remarkable  for  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  his  benevolence 
was  only  limited  by  his  means.     His  faithfulness  to  duty, 
and  his  strict  integrity,  made  him  beloved  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Barrus  was  united  in  marriage  in  1845  to  Augusta 
Stone,  of  Goshen,  Mass.,  who  died  May  8,  1894.  They 
had  six  children,  three  of  whom  survive  them  :  Edna,  wife  of 
Galen  A.  Barker,  of  Reading  ;  (leorge  H.,  who  has  attained 
a  national  reputation  as  an  expert  engineer,  residing  in 
lioston  ;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  Arthur  W.  I'emple,  of  Reading. 


HIRAM  BARRUS. 
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ill  its  corporate  capacity  made  no  special  pi  o\  i.sion  for  the 
education  of  its  ciiildren  was  because  the  parents  were 
amply  able  to  perform  the  task  themselves.  Tt  must  l)e 
remembered  that  tlie  boy,  in  those  days,  was  well  edu- 
cated if  able  to  read,  write,  and  do  simple  reckoning.  i''or 
the  girl,  it  was  only  necessarv  that  she  should  be  able  to 
read.  ISut  it  is  altogether  probable  that  there  were  schools 
in  these  early  days  of  our  history,  notwithstanding  tlie 
silence  of  the  record.  At  this  time  there  were  in  the 
colony  three  grades  of  schools,  —  the  Dame,  the  English, 
and  the  drammar.  IJ}'  a  glance  at  the  statute  of  1^)47, 
the  reader  will  see  that  these  schools  A\'ere  not  necess.irily 
"  free  "  schools.  While  towns  containing  fifty  house- 
holders were  obliged  to  see  that  the  children  were  taught 
"  to  write  and  read,"  and  those  containing  one  hundred 
families  must  gi\'e  to  theii'  ambitious  youth  the  0]3por- 


plaint  .igainst  the  town  was  not  for  its  neglect  to  maintain 
an  i'aiglish  school  would  seeiu  to  justify  tiic  lo\er  of  his 
fathers  in  adhering  stoutl)  to  the  opinion  lliat  the  chil- 
dren of  those  da)'s,  somewhere,  someliow,  were  taught  to 
read  and  wiile. 

.\nd  as  to  the  com])laint  matle  to  the  court  tliat  the 
town  was  not  acting  in  obedience  to  the  statute  in  neglect- 
ing to  maintain  a  grammar  scliool,this  is  to  be  said  :  fu'st, 
that  at  this  time  it  was  customar\'  for  each  famil}'  to  pay 
for  the  education  of  its  children  ;  and  the  fact  that  the 
pastors  of  the  parish  were  college  bretl,  and  that  the  then 
settleil  portion  ot  the  town  was  near  to  the  superior 
schools  of  lioston  and  Cambridge,  re]ie\'ed  the  town  of  the 
necessit\'  ol  emplo\'ing  a  schoohnaster  to  instruct  tile 
youth  so  far  as  the\'  ma_\'  be  hted  foi'  the  uni\ ersit}." 

.\gain,  when  it  is  tonsidered  that  as  late  as  1667  there 
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tunity  "  to  be  Intted  for  the  university,"  the  statute  did  not 
oblige  them  to  build  schoolhouses  or  to  pay  for  the  in- 
struction afforded  ;  these  j)ri\-ileges  the  parents  or  mas- 
ters of  the  children  must  pay  for,  if  it  was  so  voted  by 
the  "  major  part  of  those  that  ordered  the  prudentials 
of  the  town."  We  are  forced  to  think,  therefore,  that 
the  school-dame,  if  not  the  schoolmaster,  was  abroad  in 
the  land  in  tliose  earl)-  days  ;  that  schools  for  teaching  the 
children  of  that  generation  reading,  writing,  the  catechism, 
and  perhaps  the  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  may  have  ex- 
isted. These  schools  probabh'  helcl  their  sessions  in 
private  liouses,  as  they  continued  to  do,  more  or  less,  for 
nearly  a  hundred  years  after. 

In  1680,  the  town  w.is  "presented  to  the  Court  ''  for 
'•  want  of  a  (Iramniar  .School."       'i'iie  fact  that  the  com- 


"  Isatiiii'.'i  "  1 1  isldiy  (il  KcMdiii;.; 


were  but  lift)'  nine  houses  in  the  town,  it  is  very  e\'ident 
that  the  fatliers  could  not  ha\-e  been  long  disobedient  to 
that  provision  of  the  statute  of  1^)47  which  reqi-iired  a 
town  of  one  hundred  liouseliolders  to  maint.iin  a  grammar 
school. 

1700  TO  1800. 

Tiir:  di\'ision  of  the  schools  into  Dame,  English,  and 
Grammar  continued  for  the  ne.\t  hundred  years.  The 
Dame  schools  were  private  schools,  fnder  date  of  Feb. 
7,  1775,  howex'cr,  the  ckak  of  the  Ncnlh  i'recinct  records 
that  Miss  Rutli  Herrick  was  paid  1  pound,  3  shillings, 
4  iieuce  for  keeping  school  "  at  west  end  of  the  Par- 
isii."  The  onl_\-  otlier  e\idence  we  h.ne  tiuit  these 
schools  iiia\'  ha\'e  been  supported,  in  part,  at  le.ist.  b)' 
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the  town,  is  tiic  fc)l!o\viii<j;  vote  passed  in  June,  i79r. 
It  reads  :  — 

The  (lucstion  lioiiii;  put  wliellu  r  the  Town  will  rai>u  ;my  nuiiiL'y 
to  hire  SlIiooI  1  ). lines  —  it  |)>is,-,ed  in  the  negative. 

The  teaciiers  of  the  KngHsh  schools  were  hired  by  the 
town  up  to  al)out  1721,  —  eight  years  after  the  setting 


PROF.  BENJAMIN  F.  TWEED. 

ISlvNIAMiN  l  is\.\Ki.iN  'r\vi:i:ii  was  born  in  Keading,  south  parisli 
(now  Wakefield),  Ian.  17,  iSii,  his  ])areu4<Qi»i;  Joshua  and  Eliza- 
beth (I'ratt)  Tweetl.  He  was  edncateti^-tfrthe  puljlic  schools  of 
South  Reading,  and  .South^^ding  .\eadeniy.  Taught  wii^*|^Mm^ 
in  l.ynnfield,  ITyannis,  aiul^Wiiit  f rom  1S28  to  1S35;  yearly  scliools 
m  .Medforcl,  from  1S35  to  iS;,S  ;  in  ("ainl)ridge,  from  .September,  1831s, 
to  December  of  the  same  year;  in  (  h.irlestown,  from  1838  to  18.48; 
in  a  private  school  in  lioston,  irom  i8.|8  l(j  1855.  ^Vas  professor  of 
rhetoric,  logic,  and  haiglish  liter;iture  in  Tufts  College  from  1855  to 
1864;  professor  of  haiglish  literature  in  W.ishinglon  L'niversity,  St. 
l.ouis.  Mo.,  from  18(1. |  to  1870-  superintendent  of  public  schools  in 
Charlestown  anil  ( 'haileslow  n  District  from  1870  to  1 876  ;  supervisor 
of  schools  in  llo^ton  from  1876  to  1880.  In  1853,  he  received  the 
honorable  degree  of  .\.  M.  from  ll.ir\ard  I' iii\ ersity.  Since  1870, 
he  has  resided  in  Ciimbridge. 


off  of  the  North  Precinct  ;  when  it  would  seem  from 
the  records  that  the  town  appropriated  the  money  for 
the  support  of  these  schools,  but  gave  the  supervision  of 
them  to  the  parishes. 

The  grammar  schools  were  under  the  control  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town. 

The  teaching  done  in  these  schools  is  interestingly 
pictured  by  Mr.  George  H.  Martin,*  himself  of  Reading 
stock  on  the  maternal  side  :  — 

It  will  be  interesting  now  to  follow  a  child  in  one  of  the  larger 
towns,  during  the  first  century  of  colonial  existence,  through  his 
pupilage.  .Vt  four  or  five  years  of  age,  clinging  to  the  fingers  of 
some  older  brother  or  sister,  he  toddles  away  froin  his  own  door- 
yard  to  the  humble  cottage  where  the  road  to  learning  was  sup- 
posed to  begin.     It  was  such  as  I'rabbe  descrjj)ed  :  — 

"  Where  a  deaf,  poor,  ])atient  widow  sits 
And  awes  some  thirty  infants  as  she  knits, — 
Infants  of  humble,  busy  wives,  who  pay 
.Some  triHing  price  for  freedom  through  the  day. 
At  this  good  matron's  hut  the  chiUlreii  meet, 

"  l*',\-()huion  uf  llie  M;\ss.ielui^uUs  I'ublic  .Stliool  .System." 


Who  lluis  beiiimi  s  tin;  niolhci  ot   ihi;  slici'l. 
ller  room  is  sin. ill,  ihc)  i.iniiDl  widi-ly  sli.i), 
,      .,  I  I  er  threshold  high,  they  I  .iniiot  run  .i\\  ;iy  ; 

\\  ith  b.iiul  of  v.irn  she  keeps  ollcndeis  in, 
.\iul  to  her  gown  the  sturiliest  rogues  can  pin." 

Suspended  b)'  a  strint;  fidin  the  w.ill  is  the  single  object  \\hii_h 
was  in  embryo  all  lliat  tlie  .M.issachiiselts  statutes  now  designate  by 
the  phrase  ■' te.\l-books  and  supplies."  It  \\a>  the  1 1  oriihi n ik,  an 
I'.iiglish  classic,  when  .Shakespeare  wrote.  in  "  l,o\e's  Labour 
Lost,"  the  schoolm.ister,  I  lolofei  iies,  i-,  prov  ed  to  In.'  "  lettereil," 
because  he  teaclies  bovs  the  llornbook.  I'his  liisi  roinul  in  le.ini- 
ing's  ladder  consisted  of  a  cird  set  in  a  frame,  li.i\iug  |>iiulcd  on 
it  the  Roman  alphabet,  capitals,  and  sin, til  lelleiN;  below  the \  els. 
large  and  small,  then  the  f;imiliar  .\l),  lb,  lb,  etc.  follow  iiig  these, 
the  benediction,  —  "The  gr.ice  of  om  l.ord  lcMis  (  lirist,  .md  ihu 
love  of  Cod,  and  the  fellow shiii  of  the  llol\  Clmst,  be  with  lis  ;ill 
evermore.  .\men."  Then  c.ime  the  Lord's  I'l.iyer,  and  sometimes, 
at  the  bottom,  the  Roinan  nunierals.  The  whole  was  covered  witli 
a  thin,  translucent  sheet  of  horn,  to  pre>ei\e  it. 

Shenstone  tlesciibes  it  :  — 

"Their  liooks  of  stature  small  they  take  in  haiul, 
\Vhich  with  ijellucitl  horn  secured  .ire. 
To  sa\e  from  fingers  wet  the  letters  fair," 

while  I'rior  describes  a  more  ple.ising  form  of  the  same  instru- 
ment ;  — 

"To  master  John  the  luiglish  maid 
.\  hornbook  gi\  es  of  gingerbre.id  ; 
.\nd  lh.it  the  chiki  may  learn  the  letter, 
.Vs  he  cm  name  he  eats  the  letter." 

The  good  dame,  ;is  she  knits,  or  sews,  or  spins,  li-.tens  to  eaidi 
chikl  in  turn  as  he  calls  the  letters  m  their  order.     .She  entertains 


GEORGE  A.  WALTON. 

(ii'.oRCK  .\in;tisi't's  W Ai.roN  was  born  in  South  Reading,  I'eb.  18, 
1822.  His  ])arents  were  James  Walton  and  ITi/.abeth  ISryant  Wal- 
ton. His  early  schooling  was  at  the  center  school ;  he  subseciueiitly 
attended  the  South  Reading,  the  Reading,  and  the  Le.\ington 
.\cadeniies,  and  finally  graduated  ;it  the  liridgewaler  .Normal  School. 
The  degree  of  .A.  M.  was  conferred  ii])on  him  by  Willi.iins  College. 

Mr.  Walton  taught  successfidlv  in  the  town^  of  l)ii.\bury,  I'AlLi.ir- 
town,  ILirustable,  and  Newton;  in  the  last  named  he  had  charge  of 
the  model  or  training  school  connected  with  the  State  Norma! 
.School.  In  1S4S,  he  became  principal  of  the  ( )li\er  (iramm.ir 
School  at  Lawrence,  where  he  continued  for  seventeen  years.  L'rom 
1861,  he  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  Teachers'  Institutes  of  the 
New  I'.ngland  .States,  and  for  successive  years  in  New  N'ork  and 
N'irginia.  lie  received  the  a|)pointment  of  agent  of  the  .Massachu- 
setts .State  ISoard  of  l''.ducation,  in  1871.  This  ollice  he  has  held 
from  that  time.  .\s  :iiilhor  uf  "  Walliui's  .\iilhinetic,"  ■•  Arithmeti- 
cal Tables,"  etc.,  and  lluough  his  ■•  .Norfolk  (  ounly  L.x.imiuatioiis," 
.Mr.  Walton  has  a  national  reputation. 
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liiui  with  sliiiics  Imin  llu;   liililu,  .nid  -^Irui's  willi 
1(1  liriiii;  him  up  in  llu;  luirliiie  .mil  .u I im m i I ii iii  ol   llic  l.inil. 
I  lir  iildcr  (  liililivn  1ki\  c  lii(inj;lil  from  hunn-  t liei r  primers 


r.i]  prci  i'pis  Kuadiiij;,"  a  lillf  wliiili  h,is  1  ici  ii 
orcI.  siiKu. 

le  I'hc  primer  masleied,  hy  dnil 


ipplh 


iiiiiu-i  iinlilislu-d 


It  III 


:  ,  ■  LINCOLN  SCHOOL, 

W.ikL-fieUl. 

earliusl  days  nuidc  in  I'.iiglaiul,  luit  after  l66o,  for  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years,  printed  widely  in  New  I'.nghuul  —  the  faiinnis  New  I  mil; 
land  I'riiiier.  The  llrst  edition  was  plain,  liul  soon  and  .ilwavs 
atleiward  illustr.iteil  with  euts.  Iliis  linle  iiook  was  a  peifeet 
?■(/(/.■  of  what  the  Koxhuiy  trustees  lalleil  "  scholastical,  theo- 

lo.yieal,  or  nior.il  disiipline."  I '.e,L;in nini;  with  the  alpliabel,  large 
and  sm.dl,  the  \o\\els  aiul  consonants  and  tomhinalions  of  these, 
there  follow  ed  lisis  of  words  for  spelling,  first  of  two  sy  IKililes,  tiien 
of  three,  ihen  of  four,  then  of  live,  ending  with  "  al lo minal ion," 
"  jusliriealion,"  ell..  I  hen  follow  etl  some  moral  injimctions, —  "  I'ray 
to  ( ioil,"  "  1 1  ate  lies  "  ;  then  some  liible  (|i\estion.s  and  answers, — 
"  \\' ho  was  the  first  man?''  then  selections  from  the  rro\ erhs,  ar- 
raiigetl  alphabetically,  —  "A  wise  son,"  etc.;  then  the  l.oid's 
I'layer,  the  Apostles'  Creed,  Watts's  ('radle  Hymn  ;  then  miscella- 
neous hvnms,  —  "Now  1  lay  me,"  etc.  rro|)er  names  of  men  aiul 
women  for  spelling  ftdlowed.  Then  .\gur's  prayer,  "(Hve  me 
neither  poverly  nor  riches."  Last,  the  W  estminster  .Shoiter  C  ate- 
chism,  so  cLdled.  1  rememlier  that  when  a  cliiUl  1  was  cumpelled 
lo  learn  it,  and  1  wuiulercd  what  a  longer  one  could  he  like. 

The  poetical  selections  varied  in  clitferenl  editions.  There  was 
conskleralil J  variety,  loo,  in  the  pictures;  the  frontisjjiece  in  some 
was  a  child  repeating  his  evening  ])rayer  at  his  motlier's  knee  ;  in 
others,  seseral  chiklren  standing  before  the  mother,  while  still 
anotlier  represented  a  school  —  a  dame  school.  .V  primer  printed 
in  1777  has  a  portrait  of  John  llanc(jck,  president  of  the  .\merican 
C_'on,gress. 

I'^ach  had  a  series  of  cuts  illustrating  prominent  liible  scenes,  with 
coui)Iets  condensing  the  narrative,  as,  — 

"  1  n  .Vd.im's  fall 
W  e  sinned  all." 

A  picture  of  John  Rogers  al  the  stake  was  another  cheerful  feat- 
ure, with  the  "nine  small  childieii  and  one  at  the  breast,"  and  some 
editions  hail  .1  long  nieliiial  po>lhunions  aildress  lo  hi.s  chiklren. 
'Ike  whide  was  called  an  "  I'iasv  anil   I'leasant  (luide   to   tke  .\i"t  of 


il  m  ui  h  pel  suasion 

of  ni.niy  le.ii-^.  the  hoys  are  now 
loo  huge  to  III-  longer  lestr, lined 
by  bands  of  yarn,  or  to  be  pinned 
lo  ihe  good  ni.itron's  .ipion. 
I'hev  .ire  seven  or  eight  years 
old,  and  the  l  atin  Sthoid  opens 
its  dool■^  to  iheni  ;  but  not  lo 
the  giii>.  '1  heir  education  is 
linished  ii  they  can  re. id  the 
priiui  i  ihioiigli.  I'lie  bo\s  bring 
lo  ihe  111, liter's  -.(  hiiol  .1  l'-..dlel 
and  .1  1  ;il lie  ;  lhe\'  will  need  m  1 
other  l-,iiglisli  books  ;  they  will 
read  these  e\ery  d.i\  until  they 
go  to  Lollege.  rile)  will  cipher, 
too,  ,1  little.  The  ui.ister  will 
dil  l. lie  ,1  problem,  and  the  bovs 
will  work  on  it  till  they  dig  it 
out.  lint  this  work  is  oiil\  in- 
cidental ;  Ihis  is  a  gramiii.ir 
school,  .md  l.atin  grammar  is 
the  be  .ill  and  end  .ill, 

M.ister  ('hee\ei,  of  .New 
ll.ueii.  has  made  ,1  little  liook, 
"  .\  Short  Introduction  lo  the 
l.atiu  I'ongiie."  1 1  is  known  as 
"l'hee\er's  .\cciclence,"  and  the 
New  I  iigland  people,  ,ibv.i\^ 
f.ivoring  home  prod uc I ion-^,  ,iiid 
Lilwa\'s  fnniisliing  ,1  home  market 
for  the  best,  printed  eighteen 
editions  of  this  before  the  Kexo- 
lutii^^^'e  are  to  t,incy  our  Latin 
school  boys,  in  tke  e.irlier  clavs, 


th 


e  master 


louse,  worl 


their 


thr 


.\ccideuce,"  then   plunging  into   I  lie  dreary  w  ilderne^- 


'  (  'lue\  er'.-< 
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MISS  HARRIET  C.  EMERSON. 

llAkKIl.r  Cl  \HK  1';mi-Ks(i\  is  a  nativeof  Reading,  where  she  was 
born,  Sept.  10,  1^59,  her  parents  being  John  .Vdams  aiul  Arabella  S. 
l-.nieison.  She  was  educiled  in  the  public  schools  of  her  n.ili\e 
town,  grtidiiating  from  the  high  school  and  .ifterwards  attending  and 
graduating  from  tke  Ihidgewaler  .Ndrm.d  S,  hook  After  teaching 
two  ye, lis  in  Keadiiig,  she  went  lo  S]ii  iiiglield  (in  1  .SSl  1),  w  lie  1  e,  in 
I.S.Si;,  she  was  elected  pi  iiicip.ll  ol  the  IkiiioWr,  Schuol,  which  posi- 
tion she  now  holds. 
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THEOnoRK  I'.DW'IX  MARCH  is  tlie  ei^^hth  goiiLMa- 
tion  from  John  link  h,  of  Soniersetsliire,  I'-nL^., 
one  of  tlie  live  original  scltler-i  of  lieverly,  Mass.,  wlio 
came  to  this  country  in  if>2T,.  lialch  Street,  in  Reverly, 
was  named  in  recognition  -of  the  lialch  family.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Lyme,  N.  H.,  Jan.  13, 
1832,  the  son  of  Theodore  and  Sally  (Lovejoy)  IJalch. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  was  very  desirous  of  pursuing  a  collegiate  course 
of  instruction,  but  was  obliged  to  relin(|uish  this  cherished 
hope,  not  possessing  health  equal  to  his  ambition.  W'iih 
tile  exception  of  four  winters  spent  in  teaching,  his  time 
was  occupied  at  hard  labor  upon  a  farm  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  After  this  he  s|ient  fourteen  years  in  the 
service  of  the  American  Tract  Society.  In  1867,  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  Walchinaii  and  Reflector^  one  of 
the  leading  religious  news- 
papers of  New  England.  He 
remained  in  that  service 
until  1876,  when  he  was 
appointed  financial  agent 
of  the  .\ew  London  Liter- 
ary and  Scientific  Institu- 
tion (now  Colby  ^Academy) 
at  New  London,  N.  H.  The 
large  endowment  of  the 
school  and  nearly  all  the 
scholarships  were  secured 
b)'  him.  for  many  years 
he  has  been  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  academy. 
He  seems  admirably  fitted 
for  the  work  of  raising 
money  for  institutions  of 
learning  and  other  worthy 
objects,  as  his  gentlemanly 
bearing  and  easy  manners 
insure  for  him  a  ready  hear- 
ing and,  eventually,  access 
to  the  needed  treasures.  I  le 
r  a  i  s  e  d  a  considerable 
amount  for  Colby  Lniiver-  , 
sity  at  \\'ater\  ille,  l\te.,  and 
Ottawa  irnixersity  in  Kan- 
sas. He  was  chancellor  of  Central  ITniversity  at  Rella, 
Iowa,  for  three  years.  His  stay  at  Pella  was  a  very 
pleasant  one  for  himself  and  family.  He  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  good  in  many  wa)s  outside  of  routine 
duties.  Students  coming  to  the  institution  as  strangers 
found  in  him  a  friend  and  helper.  Many  such  will  long 
remember  his  words  and  acts  of  kindness.  He  was  treas- 
urer of  Roger  Williams  Cniversity  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
for  two  years.  Li  1882,  he  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  M.  A.  from  the  Central  LTniversity  of  Iowa.  In  1887, 
he  became  general  agent  of  the  Watchman,  of  Roston, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Balch  was  married 
Sept.  3,  1856,  to  Ellen  R.  Sanborn,  of  Webster,  N.  II. 
Lour  children  have  been  Ixjrn  to  them  ;  viz.,  Ellen,  born 
Jul)'  18,  1857,  and  died  on  the  da\'  of  birtii  ;  Edwin 
Randolph,  born  Oct.  23,  1858,  ami  died  .April  27,  1863; 
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Mary  l\llen,  born  Oct.  26,  1864;  Annie  Ciertrude,  born 
.Sept.  8,  1872.  Twelve  Ncars  of  his  marrieil  life  he  spent 
in  llopkinton,  N.  II.  In  lhi->  lime  he  served  on  the 
school  board,  was  deacon  in  the  Baj^tist  church,  and 
superintendent  in  the  l!aiitist  .Sunday  school.  He  was 
also  clerk  of  the  Salsbur\-,  X.  1!.,  baptist  Association; 
clerk,  also,  of  the  Sunday-school  Convention  connected 
with  the  .Salslnu'y  Ass(jciation.  He  also  served  the  .Sun- 
day-school Convention  as  its  president.  I'rom  llopkin- 
ton he  came  to  Wakefield  in  the  autunm  of  1S68.  This 
town  has  been  his  place  of  residence  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  five  )'(.'ars  which  he  sjjent  in  the  West  and 
South.  The  town  of  his  atloption  was  not  slow  to 
recognize  his  ciualilications  for  serx'ice  in  the  management 
of  its  affairs  ;  and  he  has  been  honored  with  places  on  the 
board  of  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor,  board  of  school 

committee,  on  the  board  of 
■  ,     trustees  of  the  public  liljrar)-, 
trustee  of  the  Wakefield  Sav  - 
ings   Rank,  and  has  served 
the  town  from  time  to  time 
on  many   important  special 
committees.      In    all  these 
positions  he  served  with  pru- 
dence and   fidelity  and  re- 
ceived corresponiling  appro- 
bation.    Lie  was  one   of  tlie 
corporate    members   of  the 
Wakefield  Historical  Society, 
established  in  1890,  of  which 
he  became  vice-presitlent.  .\t 
the  celebration  of    the  two 
hundred    and   tiftietii  anni- 
versar)'  of  ancient  Reading 
he  was  a  meml)er  on  the  com- 
mittee on  the  "  i'ress"  and 
also  a  iiiem])er  on  the  com- 
mittee   on    "  Exhibition  of 
H istoric     Articles."      T  h  e 
occupation   of    Mr.  Halch 
necessarily  takes  him  much 
from  his  pleasant  home  on 
\'ale  A\'enue.  as  l)usiness  in- 
vites him  into  man)'  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  and  particularly  is  he  familiar  with 
the  territory  of  the  New   England  States.     He  is  to  be 
found  at  man)'  of  the  anniversaries,  and  district,  .State, 
and  national  conventions,  for  he  has  to  Ao  with  those  who 
attend  them.     .Vnd  while  he  is  thus  combining  business 
with  pleasure,  he  is  brought  in  close  relations  with  a  large 
class  of  worthy  and  intelligent  people  ;  thus  at  home  or 
abroad  he  moves  in  a  congenial  atmosphere,  surrounded 
by  those  whose  aims  and  purposes  are  kindred  with  his 
own. 

His  services  have  been  in  constant  demand  ever  since 
he  left  the  farm  in  New  Hampshire.  Without  solicita- 
tion on  his  part,  positions  have  been  offered  him  and 
urged  upon  him  from  different  tpiailers  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  tluty  of  every  position  which  he  has  accepted 
has  been  faithfulh'  and  conscientiously  performed. 
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Grammar,"  witli  its  twenty-fiVLi  kinds  (if  nmiiis,  its  seven  genders,  its 
fifteen  solid  ))ages  of  rules  for  gender  and  the  exceptions,  its  twenty- 
two  solid  |)ages  of  dec  len>,ii  Ills  of  iioniis,  all  of  wliieh  must  lie  com- 
mitted to  memory,  not  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  hut  at  the  end 
of  the  ferule,  (.'otion  Mather  --avs,  "  Persisting  in  the  use  of  Lilly's 
book  will  prolong  the  reign  of  the  ferule." 

For  reacbng  I.atin,  the  boys  had  tirst  the  collo(|uies  of  Cortlerius, 
whose  name  had  a  sweet  sa\or  to  the  New  I'aigland  worthies,  for 
(  ortlerius  had  Ix'en  ('a]\in's  tutor  and  a  famous  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  the  Reformers.  The)  read  .b.sop,  loo.  Then  followed 
l'-utrO])ius  —  his  shoit  history  of  Kome.  .Soon  tliev  began  the 
making  of  Latin,  using  exercise  liooks;  then,  in  turn,  Crcsar,  Ovid, 
\'irgil,  and  (  icero;  for  (ireek,  the  grammar  and  'I'estament,  and 
some  llonur.  .Ml  this  was  to  lit  them  for  the  university  as  the  law 
recjuired. 


GEO.  H.  MARTI^J. 

( IIi.nkv  .M.\li  of  l.ynn,  Mass.,  is  the  .son  of  (George 
Martin,  of  l.ynn,  and  Clarissa  Weston,  of  Reading.  Clarissa  was  the 
daughter  of  lames  Weston  ami  llannah  llancroft.  1  lannah  was  the 
daughter  of  Lieut.  lose])h  Bancroft.  ()thei  children  of  James  Wes- 
ton were:  Lranklin,  of  Reading;  (George,  of  jioston;  llannah  (I'ratt) 
and  .Susan  (I'eabody),  both  of  Reading. 

(ieoige  llenry  Martin  was  born  .\ugust  id,  1S41.  lie  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  l.ynn  and  the  .State  Xormal  .School 
at  liridgew  ater.  .\fter  teaching  grammar  schools  m  I'eabody  and 
(^)uincy,  he  returned  to  llridgewater  as  instructor  in  the  normal 
school,  lie  taught  there  eighteen  years,  during  twehe  of  which  he 
was  assistant  princijial. 

From  1882  to  1S92,  he  was  an  agent  of  the  .Massachusetts  board 
of  I'^ducation,  serving  the  public  school  interests  throughout  the 
.State.  .Since  1S92,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  |)ublic  schools  of  lloston. 

In  iSSr,  he  recei\ed  the  honorary  degree  of  .Master  of  Arts  from 
.\mherst  College. 

lie  is  the  author  of  "  .Martin's  Civil  (lovernment,"  a  school  te.xt- 
book  in  civics,  "  .\  llistorical  Sketch  of  the  Fnglish  Language,"  anil 
"The  l'',V(.)lution  of  the  I'ublic  .School  System  of  .Massachusetts." 
ISesides  these  he  has  been  a  freipient  contributor  to  various  educa- 
li<mal  periodiials. 

lie  counts  his  love  for  teacliing  to  ha\e  been  inherited  from  his 
mother,  who  w.is  an  enthusiastic  teacher  in  her  early  years,  and  he 
contributes  this  personal  sketch  out  of  respect  for  her  memory. 
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The  university  lixed  its  reipiii  emenis  for  a(biiission  as  follows  : 
"  \\'hoever  shall  be  able  to  read  Tully  or  any  other  classical  author 
at  sight,  and  correctly  and  without  .is>isi;iiue  to  spe.ik  and  wiite 
Latin,  both  in  prose  and  \erse,  and  to  inllect  exactly  the  paradigms 
of  ( ireek  nouns  ami  \  erbs,  has  a  riglit  to  ex])ect  to  be  admitteil  to 
college,  and  no  one  niayilaim  admission  without  these  i|ualilica- 
tions." 

[n  1692,  the  "  Metting-house  "  was  .sold,  atid  tlic 
money  S'ven  to  "  Oapt.  Hi-invne  in  pari  pay  for  tlic 
scoole."  * 


REV.  CECIL  F.  P.  BANCROFT,  PH.  0.,  LL.  D.,  L.  H.  D., 
Principal  of  Phillips  Acarleniy,  .Aiidover,  IVLiss. 

Cl-'.CII.  F.  P.  P>.\\cK(j|.  |  w.rs  born  in  Xew  Ipswiih,  \.  I  L.  Now  2:;, 
1S39.  His  i^arents  were  (.'apt.  and  1  )ca.  lame-.  P.uKnift,  uf  Xew 
Ipswich  and  Kiiulge,  antl  Saiah  William--  Kendall,  of  .\shli\-,  .Mass. 
I-'ive  generations  of  his  ancestors  in  the  Ihiiuinft  line  li\etl  in  Read- 
ing, including  his  great-giandfather,  (.'apt.  benjamin  1  laiicrof  l,  w  ho 
niovetl  from  there  to  Oroton.  Mr.  PaiKroft  graduated  at  the  .\pple- 
t<jn  Academy,  Xew  Ipswich,  X.  IL,  in  185(1;  at  Dartmouth  College, 
in  i860;  at  .\ndo\er  I'heological  Seminary,  in  iS(j;.  Muring  his 
college  course  he  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  .\shburnham  twn 
winters,  antl  of  (iroton  two  winters,  h'rom  i8(jo  to  186),  he  w.w 
l)rincipal  of  the  ,\ppleton  .\cademy  at  Mt.  \'eiuou,  .X.  I  I.,  .nul  then 
began  his  theological  studies  in  Cniou  Seminary,  .\ew  \ diL  cilw 
which  he  continued  two  years  at  .Xndovei.  I  I  e  w  a^  ord.iiiied  Ma\ 
I,  18(17,  .md  became  principal  of  the  Lookout  Mountain  I'tlucation.d 
Institutions  in  'I'ennessee,  a  chartered  school  of  universiiy  privileges, 
where  he  remained  for  five  yeais.  'I'he  year  1872-5  was  spent  in 
study  at  the  L' ni\ ersity  of  llalle  and  in  tra\el  in  l'aiio])e.  While 
in  Rome,  .M.irih,  1873,  he  was  tho.^en  principal  of  the  Phillips 
,\cademy  at  .\mlover,  .Mass.,  which  oflice  he  now  liolds,  and  for 
which  he  was  preparetl  in  part  by  temporary  ser\  ice  foi-  four  mouths 
in  1S67,  as  teacher  of  classics,  under  the  tlistinguishetl  principal, 
Samuel  II.  Taylor,  LL.  I).  He  has  niadese\eial  education;d  \isiis 
to  Lurope,  and  an  extended  tour,  1888-9,  in  ''le  iCast.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Martmouth  .\lumni  .\ssociation,  iif  the  Head  Mas- 
ters' -Association  of  the  I'nited  States,  of  the  .Merrimac  \'allev  (  on- 
gregational  Club,  and  active  in  many  other  religious,  charitable,  and 
educational  organizations,  has  made  many  public  addresses  and  i.on- 
tributed  frecpiently  to  the  periodical  press.  beside  the  ilegrees  uf 
1!.  .\.  and  M.  .\.,  from  his  .Mma  Mater,  he  has  received  the  degrees 
of  Ph.  I).,  from  the  Lnix  ersity  of  the  State  of  Xew  ^■ork,  L.  H.  I)., 
from  Williams,  .mil  LL,  |).,  from  \  ,ile. 

l-^aion's  "  liibtoi)-  111  Ku.icliii;.;,"  page  .v- 
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,,  ,  .  -  PROSPECT  STREET  SCHOOL, 

"  Master  ]5ro\vn  "  was  John  lli'own,  Ivsi,].,  one  of  tlic 
carl)-  SL'tllfi's  ;  *  evidence,  at;'aiii,  of  tlie  iini)rohabilit.y  (jf 
the  trutli  of  the  assumption  that  the  fathers  were  insensi- 
ble to  tlie  wants  of  their  brighter  \'Outh. 

Tile  first  N'ote  on  record  toucliing  tlie  support  of  a  free 
school  reads  as  follows  :  — 


\  <il(.-d,  that  itiLU;  ^hnulil  In;  .1 
tier  mIkm.I  kept  ill  ihi:  lowii, 
,111(1  lli.il  lluTij  sliiHild  111-  :i  r.ilr 
111  1 1 1111  I II  111  IK  U  f(  1 1'  a  M  111  II  il  111 
I  lir  |i  n\  II  fi  11  I  11  I LM-  niuiil  lis,  anil 
if  a  11  iii^Li  I  miL-  |ii  o|H  n  tiiiii.il  iIl- ; 
,iiul  t  \Mi  |)i  iiiiiils  fur  llicj  \\  us(  cm  I 
I  if  I  liij  liiw  ii  ;  .111(1  one  |>i  niiul  f  i  ii 
I  111  isc  thai  li  \  u  on  1  In;  in  u  I  li  >iile 
(if  Ipswich  l\i\ LI,  if  ihuy  sel  up 
a  seliiHil  fur  readiiiL;.  willing, 
ami  sii  pi  i  ipi  n  l  il  iii.il  il\  fm  a 
luiigL-r  lime,  if  I  he  seleilnieii 
see  eaiise. 

l-'roiii  the  N'oles  jjassecl 
the  parishes,  from  lime 
to  time,  it  is  \ery  e\idenl 
tliat  during  this  centui)- 
the  ap]3ropriations  made 
b\  the  town,  from  year  to 
\ear,  for  the  >u])port  of 
these  "free"  schools,  were 
ilevdted  to  the  p.iymenl 
only  of  the  school-teach- 
ers, 'i'lie  agreements  made 
.    >  .  with    these   earl\'  school- 

masters weie  dulv  signed, 
sealed,     a  n  d  recorded. 
Here  is  the  contract  made 
with  one  John  Rogers,  of  Salem  ; 

Where. is,  we  whfise  luimes  are  iiiulerw  ritl en,  .ire  empow  ered  .uul 
intriisled  liv  the  town  of  Reading,  fur  the  giling  .md  pioenring  of  ,i 
(li.iiner  .Seiml  inasler,  we  ha\e,  therefore,  agreed  ai  euidingly,  with 
-Mr.  John  Rogers,  of  S.iU-m,  to  te.uli  as  foUowelh,  :  Ke.uling, 
writing,  casting  .leeoniits,  ami  to  teai.li  them  the  l,,ilinaiul  loeek 
tongue,  for  the  space  of  four  months,  coniiiieiieing  the  litleeiilh  d.iy 


IRVING  H.  UPTON. 

Irvixo  IIawki.s  I'l'liiN,  horn  in  North  Reading,  Se|)t.  22,  cSTij. 
Parents,  .\lansoii  ,\.  and  Sar.ih  I'.li/.iliel ii  (lliTwkes)  t'ptoii.  I'.clii- 
cated  in  the  pnlilic  schools  of  his  nati\e  town,  at  I'hillips  ,\eatlemy, 
.\mlo\  er,  and  Amherst  ( 'ollege,  Cl.iss  of  1.SS5.  W  as  ])rinLipal  of 
liarnst,dile  1 1  igh  Seliool  fmiiiie  vear,  liradford  lligh  .'sehool  for  three 
years,  and  liee.inie  piimip.d  of  I '1  n  tsnioiit  h  (\.  II.)  high  si  hool  in 
181S9,  whleh  position  he  now  holds. 

*  l-^.Uuirs  ''llistorv  lit  J<c.\(iiim,"  P.114U  jjv 


DANIEL  G.  ABtiO  T  t. 

Iiwiir  (iisrwis  A  iiiiDi  r  was  horn  in  .Xorth  Re.nling,  J  iily 
i,S(i4.  Ills  parents  are  I  >.iniel  f '.raves  and  Ann.i  L'])ton  (.Stone) 
.\l)l)otl.  I'.dm.iled  .U  the  Salem  lligh  School  and  'I'lifts  College,  he 
taught  cl.issii  s  foi  fmii  ve.ns.Ll  (.'linlon  lilier.d  1  nstitiite,  l'"ui  t  I'laiii, 
.\.  \  .  '  ■  i  le  W.ls  eiii  led  piilicip.ll  iif  Cldllin  (Colin.)  lligh  School, 
in  iSip,  and  of  Meiiiin.u  (M.iss.)  High  Scliool,  in  t.Sijj. 

1  Ice.  S, 


.If  1f.l 


'.  f.f' 
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of  Xo\cnil)ur,  liL-nctj  ensiiinj^,  unlil  ihu  littL-L-iith  tl.iy  >>(  Man.li  hilo- 
ing,  for  tlie  s;itisfaction  tliLMuof,  we,  hoc  aiu  the  miI)sli il (Iol- 
ol)lig  (Uirseh  L's  and  StlL-ttmen,  for  tlie  lime  beiiin,  to  pay  or  eause  to 
lie  payil,  unto  said  Ucigurs,  llie  jusl  sum  of  t\\el\e  pomul,  mrreiit 
money  of  New  l'aiL;huid,  in  c  (inlirrnalioii  wliereof  holh  pai  ties  ha\  e 
set  to  their  hanils. 

Jciii.x   Km.  ins, 
l!y  order  of  ye  Selectmen,  \\\u.  Ilerlierl,  Clcih. 

'I'ho  first  *  sclioolhoiises  were  built  by  individuals,  and 
erected  on  the  commons  or  parish  lands.  That  ot  the 
l''irst  Parish  was  erected  l^etween  1694  and  1707  ;  t  that 
.  of  the  Second,  proljably  in  1754;!  and  tlie  (jne  in  the 
west  part  of  the  First  Parish,  previous  to  1707.  To 
these  buildings  the  older  youth  of  the  town  came  to  con- 
tinue their  education. 

The  English  schools  were  held  at  first,  without  doubt, 
in  private  houses.  The  old  iNorth  Precinct,  owing  probably 
to  its  scattered  population, 
continued   the  practise  for 
more  than  half  a  century 
after    i  t  s    formation,  the 
parish    voting    when  and 
where  they  should  l)e  lield. 
Scattered   through  tiie  re-  ■ 
cords  of  the   north  parish 
will  be  found    votes  like 
these  :  — 

March  16,  1751  :  —  Voted  that 
there  he  schooling  in  three  places 
in  the  parish  as  the  assessors 
may  think  best. 

March  iS,  1765:  —  Voted  that 
.school  be  kept  at  the  west  part 
of  s'd  parish;  at  James  I'linl's 
house,  or  John  Dixe's  house  the 
ensuing  year. 

March  15,  177J:  —  Voted  to 
keep  the  school  in  two  places, — 
■near  Mr.  .Xhraham  .Sheldon's, 
and  not  below  Mr.  Isaac  L'p- 
ton'.s. 

At  first  the  parents  of 
the  children  furnished  the 
wood  for  the  huge  fire 
places  that  heated  the 
schoolrooms.  March  i, 
1 701  -2,  the  town 

\'otetl  that  all  such  as  sentl  their  Lhiklren  to  school,  and  ilo  not 
senil  wood,  their  just  proportion  shall  he  added  to  tlieir  t(j\\n  rate. 

Later  the  parishes  built  the  schoolhouses  ami  supplied 
the  necessary  fuel  for  the  hres.  E\en  as  late  as  1S28, 
the  west  parish  furnished  the  wood  for  its  schoolrooms  : 
and  up  to  near  the  middle  of  the  present  century,  as  our 
older  readers  can  testify,  the  boys  of  the  town  were  given 
an  industrial  training,  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  these 
days,  in  the  sawing  and  splitting  of  the  wood  for  the 
fires,  which  each  in  turn  kindled  on  >inter  mornings. 

*  Tlie  sclioolliouse  in  llie  we.st  p.irl  of  tlie  tfnvii  w.ts  ljuilt  ne.ir  llic  corner  ot 
Woburu  and  W.isliington  Streets,  and  .iflcrw  .ird^i  moved  to  the  Common, 
t  iLciton's  '*  History  of  l<ea{ling,"  page  243. 

X  Under  date  of  J.in.  2'<,  1754,  the  following  vote  appears  in  the  nortli  parish 
records;  —  Voted  to  allow  some  p. iriiiular  persons  libert}' to  sett  a  schoolhouse  on 
the  land  near  the  meetiiig-liovise. 

§  Reading  schoijl  re|>ort  of  1S67. 


'['he  town  *  had  a  school  committee  more  tlian  .i  centur)- 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  retpiiring  the  election  of 
stich  a  l)(jd_\'. 

In  1707,  it  was  voted  that  ('apt.  John  Hrowne  and 
Left,  ilanani  Parker  be  "  chosen  a  ( 'ommittee  to  juin 
the  Selectmen  in  t)rtler  to  provide  a  Scool  Master  for  the 
towne  scool." 

After  1792,  a  school  committee  was  regularly  chosen. 
'I'he  first  report  of  a  school  committee  that  .ippe.irs  on 
record  was  made  in  179S,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

I'hat  the  com niit tee  ha\'e  \'isiteil  the  sev  eral  schools,  and  lia\e  ihe 
salisf.iLtiDii  to  iibscrve  th.it  mil'  vniilh  have  made  pi i ifu ieiic\-  eipi.d 
to  I  >u  ]■  cxpci  I  at  ions. 

ISrief  it  is,  but  (piite  as  much  Itj  the  point  as  many  a 
more  elaborate  one  made  in  more  recent  times. 


HAMILTON  SCHOOL 

W.lkuheld. 

1800  TO  1894. 

Till-,  lines  of  our  f.tthers  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eigh- 
teenth ceiittiry  fell  not  in  jilcisant  places.  'I'he  trou!)les 
with  the  French  and  hnlians,  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  the  nionetarv  conditions  accompanying  it,  tlealt  ^atl 
blows  to  those  institutions  that  make  for  peace.  Interest 
in  public  instruction  waned  ;  indeed,  there  is  no  evidence 
in  the  reconls  that  the  town  made  any  api)roprialion  for 
schools  after  1750.  t 

In  17S9,  the  (leneral  Court  so  amended  the  laws  of 
1636  and  1683,  th.it  only  towns  t)f  two  hundred  families 

*  The  rcsponsihiliiy  of  the  parishes  in  the  edm.iiion  of  ilie  yovitli  timing  this 
century  and  the  early  part  "I  the  ne\t  is  seen  in  the  f.iesimile  ol  .1  n.n  lli  ii,iri>li 
meeting  on  page 

t  J''.aton's  History,  page  -14,  s.iys,  "  fr.)m  17.M  to  177"^."  Uul  the  norih  parisli , 
records  state  that  *'  school  money  "  w.is  ''  \oteil  b>'  the  'I'own  in  175".' 
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CHARLES  T,  C.  WHITCOMB. 

AMn\(;  the-  n.micN  thai  aic  pioniiiiL-nt  in  the  etUiLatiuiial  history 
of  NN'akelifld  may  be  iiieiuioned  that  of  Charles  '1'.  (.'.  W'liitconil). 

lie  was  lioiii  in  'I'homaston,  Me.,  July  i,  1.S61,  anil  is  the  son  of 
John  G.  and  Mary  J.  W'hitLoinl).  I  lis  father  was  a  ship  bnilder,  anil 
removed  to  l!oston  wlien  the  so)i  was  two  years  of  age,  and  later 
maile  his  home  in  I'rox  inielown,  w  here  the  voung  man  passed  his 
early  life.  lie  |)repared  for  college  at  the  I'rovincetown  lligh 
School,  enlereil  Aiidiersl  College  in  1S79,  anil  in  iSSjwas  graduated 
from  that  institution,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  11.  with  honor. 
Three  years  later  the  same  college  conferred  upon  him  llie  degree  of 
A.  Nf.  for  special  work  in  I  jiglish. 

Soon  after  grailualion  .Mr.  W  hitcomh  entered  upon  tlie  profession 
of  teaching,  in  whicli  he  has  met  with  marked  success. 

He  accepteil  a  ])osition  .il  the  hcLiil  of  the  Sandwich  Cramm.ir 
School,  from  which,  in  a  few  months,  lie  was  called  to  the  ])rinci])al- 
ship  of  the  high  school  in  that  town.  Alter  fne  years  of  successfid 
teaching  in  .Sandwich,  he  was  electeil  principal  of  the  W'akelield 
1  ligh  School  in  iSSS. 

Mr.  \Vhitconib  brought  to  his  labors  in  Wakefield  a  high  standard 
of  excellence,  both  in  scholarship  and  character  anil  in  tireless  devo- 
tion to  the  attainment  of  that  standard.  l!y  his  faithfulness,  urban- 
ity, and  enthusiasm  during  se\en  years  of  service,  he  won  the  hearts 
of  his  pu|)ils  and  raiseil  the  W'akeliekl  High  School  to  an  enviable 
position  among  the  schools  of  the  commonwealth. 

As  a  citi/en  of  \\'aketield,  Mr.  W  hitcondi  actively  identified  him- 
self with  its  social,  religious,  and  business  interests,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  townsmen. 

lie  was  a  working  member  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
anniversary  celebration,  and  served  with  distinction  on  the  subcom- 
mittee of  jjrocession  and  outdoor  music. 

Mr.  Whitcomb  is  connected  with  various  educational  organiza- 
tions ;  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  liarnstable  County  Teachers' 
Association,  being  its  lust  presiilent  ;  has  been  vice-president  of  the 
Middlese.v  County  Teachers'  Association,  and  is  president  of  the 
High  School  Masters'  L  lub. 

.Mr.  Whitcomb  is  a  |)ast  master  of  1  )e  W  ilt  (  Union  Lodge,  A.  I'', 
anil  \.  .M.,  of  Sanilvvich,  and  is  a  member  of  Jose])h  Warren  Koval 
Arch  Chapter,  of  I'rovincetown. 

In  1SS9,  he  married  .Miss  C  harlotte  C.  Waterman,  of  Sandwich. 
'I'hey  have  two  children,  Rachel  (iiay  and  John  Leonard. 

Since  the  celebration  .Mr.  Whitcomb  has  been  called  to  a  more 
responsible  position  as  head  master  of  the  luiglish  High  .School  of 
the  city  of  .Somerville.  The  pei^ple  of  Wakefield  greatly  regret  his 
departure,  feeling  that  the  town  loses  in  him  an  efficient  teacher 
and  a  faithful  citizen. 


were  rec|uireil  to  .siippoit  a  grainniar  .school.  'I'lic  tdvvii, 
obedient  to  the  statute,  in  1791,  \i)tctl  to  estalilish  .1 
graiiiinar  scliool  "to  he  kept''  near  the  ineetiiii;-hotise  in 
tiie  First  I'arish,  in  three  places  in  the  nortli  |),irisii,  and 
in  two  places  in  the  west  parish.  The  lMit;lish  schuols 
were  to  be  kept  "  at  the  vacant  houses  ''  while  the  jj,raiH- 
mar  school  was  holdiui;-  its  sessions  in  the  [daces  desi;j;- 
nated. 

The  division  line  between  the  lMii;lish  and  ji;raininar 
schools  was  evidently  maintained  but  a  short  time, 
however.  A  few  bright  lads  were  instructed  in  Latin  in 
the  winter  months,  Init  female  teachers,  notwithstanding 
tiie  vote  of  1791,  were  employed  in  the  warmer  weather. 
At  the  same  time  the  central  schools  upon  the  Com- 
mons, taught  by  men,  were  almost  entirely  devoted  to 
the  instruction  of  the  \-outh  well  on  in  their  teens. 

In  17S9,  the  .State  further  ordered  that  the  towns 
shoidd  be  divided  into  districts;  and  in  iiiij,  these  dis- 
tricts were  allowed  to  hold  propert)'.  It  was  a  bad  piece 
of  legislation,  resulting,  as  it  tlid,  in  inetiicient  instruction, 
which,  in  the  ne.\.t  century,  made  the  academy  a  necessity, 
and  eventually  killed  out  all  free  puldic  education  of  the 
higher  kind.  These  academies  s|3rang  up  all  o\  er  the 
State.  'I'here  were  three  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
town — one  in  each  parish.  That  in  the  south  parish* 
was  incorporated  in  1S29,  and  was  carried  on  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  t  d  he  academy 
in  the  North  Precinct  was  built  about  1 8 18,  originally 
for  a  public  inn,  and  was  known  as  "Jerry  Nichols's 
Tavern."    About  iialf  a  do/en  years  later  it  was  bought 


HENRY  C.  SANBORN. 

Hi:.NKV  Ciiii|i|;.\  Svmiukn,  at  present  principal  of  the  Con. ml 
High  School  at  lOast  jaltrey,  \.  II.,  was  born  in  Webster,  N.  I L, 
-May  22,  1S72,  his  parents  being  john  and  Rosetl.i  ((  'oburn)  San- 
born. Upon  completing  the  classical  course  at  the  Ke.iding  I  ligh 
.School,  graduating  in  llie  class  of  iSiji,  he  entered  D.irlmoulh 
College,  graduating  from  there  (classical  course). 

*  The  soulli.or  Tirst  I'.irisli,  bfcinic  a  sL-parali;  tiivvnsliip  in  1S12,  .inil  vv.l^  knuuri 
.IS  Smith  Reading. 

t  K.non'ii  "  IlisiDiy  of  kLMilini;,"  p.iiie  251. 


Ol'  Till':  ANCIKN'I'  TOWN  OK  REDDINC; 


l)y  ;i  few  iiuliviclLials  and  (Icdicatcd  to  acaclcinical  instruc- 
tion. 'I'lic  academy  in  tlie  west  parish  was  (jne  of  llic 
fruits  f)f   the  theological  controversy  that  agitated  the 
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FAC-SIMILE  OF  RECORD  OF  SECOND  PARISH  MEETING  IN  1802. 
(SEE  PAGE  197.) 

State  in  tlie  early  part  of  this  centur\-.  The  parish  refus- 
ing to  instruct  their  pastor  to  exchange  with  -'gentlemen 
of  all  descriptions  of  the  Congregational  order,  provided 
they  are  men  of  good  moral  character,"  the  Unitarians 
of  that  body,  untler  the  lead  of  the  Hon.  Edmund  Parker, 
.seceded,  and,  in  1827,  built  a  house  for  worship  on  land 
given  by  Rev.  I'eter  .Sanborn,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
parish  church.    One  of  the  conditions  attached  to  the 


HENRY  C.  PARKER. 

Hkn'RV  Ci.\kk  1'arki;k,  horn  in  Reading,  Marcii  21,  1859,  is  tlio 
sou  of  Stillnian  antl  laiiL-liiiu  A.  (I'ratt)  I'aiker.  I  le  is  a  gr.uUi- 
ate  of  the  Readintr  lii^h  school  and  of  the  Uridgewater  Xoinial 
School,  and  was  principal  of  the  1  laydi-nville  liigh  school,  Wollas- 
ton  .School,  and  Quincy  and  Morse  Schools  in  Soniervillc,  two  years 
each.  .Since  1S86,  he  has  been  .subnia.ster  in  the  Dwight  School, 
Boston. 


gift  was  tliat  the  building,  when  eiec'ted,  should  i)e  used 
as  an  academy  on  sei  ular  da^s. 

In  1S37,  llorace  .\i.uin  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Slate  Hoard  of  ]uluc.iti(jn.  .\t  that  time  the  interest  of 
the  people  in  public  instiiiction  li.id  become  well-nigh 
dormant.  The  academies  had  fiu  iiislieil  to  the  towai  an 
excellent  excuse  for  neglecting  to  appn ipi  i.ite  mone\'  for 
grammar  school  instruction,  and  the  district  svstem  li.ul 
not  improved  the  teaching  in  the  I'.nglish  schools.  In- 
deed, gentlemen  of  cliaracter  and  inlluence  declaimed 
boldly  that  the  towns  should  maintain  schools  for  the 
poorer  children  only.  * 

The  secretary  was  a  man  of  high  moral  piir])ose,  of 
undaunted  courage,  ha\  iiig  the  perse\'erance  of  the  saints. 
He  was  assailed  behind  and  before.  I'liitarian  in  belief, 
the    theological   woiUl   saw   the   llible   closed    in  e\'er\ 


FREDERICK  VV.  VERMILLE. 

Fi;  1  1 11  1;  h  u  W  1 1  1  I  \  \l  \' I  1;  \l  1 1  I  I  ,  1 M  .rn  in  Reading,  Sept.  17,  \'^\'), 
i>  the  >on  of  W  illiuni  ,nul  (■.iiriir  (I'Dllell)  \'erniille.  Ilew.ivedd- 
c.ited  in  tile  |nil>lii.  -^i.hi  n  jU  ( if  keudin;,;,  .uid  .it  tlie  I '.lid^ew  .il  er  Sl.ile 
.Xomi.il  .Sthoid  (four  \ear-N'  cuur.--e).  .Mr.  N'erniille  has  been  prim  i- 
pal  of  the  hii;h  slIiooI  at  -\yer.  In  iN')",,  he  \\a.^  elei  led  piini.i|)al  of 
the  I  >i\  Street  School,  Wcn  i  ester,  and  .ippoiiiled  superv  isor  in  lS<)-|, 
which  position  he  now  hold--. 


schoolroom  and  infidelity  rampant.  ( "alviiiistic  in  nerve, 
as  he  himself  said,  the  timid  edticitor  stood  aghast  at  the 
vigor  of  his  blows.  liut  with  steps  tiiat  never  faltered, 
he  kept  his  course,  fought  a  good  hght,  and  when  he 
retired  from  his  office  in  1848,  the  oUl  Jiav'  State  had 
been  fully  aroused  from  its  letharg)-,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
fathers  who,  in  1636,  declared  that  "learning  should  not 
be  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  faith  in  the  church  and 
commonwealth,''  again  asserted  itself.  The  academies, 
excepting  those  that  had  been  endowed,  disappeared  as 
quickly  as  they  came.  That  in  the  Nortli  Precinct  be- 
came a  private  dwelling  in  1S40,  and  before  1847  tbose 
in  both  the  south  and  west  parishes  had  ceased  to  exist. 

In  1S45,  the  south  parish,  then  the  town  of  Soutii 
Jveading,  now  W'akelield,  obedient  to  the  statute  of  1789, 

*  "  l.ife  of  HfUMcc  M.iiin,'' jiagL- i>i . 
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established  a  school  for  ac  ademic  or  secondary  education  ; 
the  west  parish,  now  Reading,  followed  in  1856;  and  the 
old  North  Precinct,  now  North  Reading,  although  not 
required  by  law  to  do  so,  established  a  school  for  higher 
instruction  in  1  S6.S. 

In  1 88 J,  tlie  district  system  was  abolished,  and  the 
duty  of  selecting  the  teachers  of  tlie  schools  was  given 
by  the  commonwealth  to  the  su|3erintending  committees 
of  the  towns.  In  1888,  any  two  or  more  towns,  the 
x'aluation  of  each  of  which  does  not  exceed  $2,500,000, 
and  the  aggregate  numlierof  sciiools  in  all  of  which  is  not 
more  than  fifty  or  less  than  thirty,  were  empowered  by 
tiie  General  (  "oiirt  to  unite  in  the  employment  of  a  super- 
intendent of  instruction,  the  State  paying,  under  certain 
specified  conditions,  a  portion  of  his  salary.  To-day 
each  parish  has  a  well-organi/ed  system  of  schools.  The 
education  is  broader,  its  purpose  less  narrow,  the  teachers 


GEORGE  E.  HOWES. 

( 1  i;(il<(,l'.  I'JiW  IN  lldW  l  ^,  soil  of  Alulrcw  aiul  Mary  S.  Howes,  was 
lioni  in  Kcadiii;;,  .\ugust  J7,  iSfi^.  I  Usually  uilucation  was  receivcti 
ill  his  natixc  town.  At  the  a^'c  of  tliiitcfii,  after  spending  one  year 
in  the  Reading  High  School,  he  entered  tliesi.\th  class  of  the  ISoston 
Latin  .School,  from  which  he  graduated  four  years  later,  in  1882.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  eiilciL(l  Harvard  and  graduated  in  the 
class  of  iSSii.  In  hi^,  c(<llege  course  he  made  classics  a  si)ecialty, 
and  received  at  gr.Kliiation  honors  in  classics  and  the  Latin  saUita- 
lory.  In  the  year  i.SSd-S;,  he  was  teacher  of  classics  in  a  jirixate 
school  in  Stamforil,  L'onn.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
junior  master  in  the  IJoston  l.alin  Si  hool,  a  position  which  he  held 
fcjr  four  years.  W  hile  teaching  in  lloston  he  took  an  advanced 
course  in  Harvard,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1890.  IJuring 
this  same  Jieriod  he  assisted  I'rofessor  Harkness,  of  lirown  Univer- 
sity, in  ])rei)aring  his  "  lOasy  Latin  Method."  In  iSyi.he  resignetl 
his  position  in  the  Latin  School,  to  accept  a  position  as  instructor  of 
Latin  in  Ha\  erford  College  ( i rammar  School,  I  Liverford  College, 
I'enn.  .\fter  staying  there  two  years  he  resigned,  to  carry  out  a 
project  he  hail  long  cherished  in  secret,  /.  jt,  to  prepare  himself  for 
teaching  in  college.  Once  more  he  returned  to  Harvard  to  take 
achanced  work  in  classics.  In  June,  1895,  he  received  the  degree 
of  I'll.  II.  in  classical  philology,  and  at  once  accepted  a  call  as  pro- 
fessor of  (irecN  in  the  Lniveisityof  \  ermont. 

In  Hecemlici,  1SS7,  he  m.iriicd  .S.uah  l\ .,  daughter  of  janies  II. 
and  Hannah  I  lillaw  a)  ,  of  (  ainlu  idge.  'I  hree  cliildreii  ha\'e  been 
born,  of  whom  twi>  are  still  living. 


MRS.  MARY  S.  HOWES. 

M  A  KN'  .S.  \'iisr;  llnwi.s,  horn  in  I'.oslon,  M.is^.,  .\pril  2],  1 S  ; 
attended  the  famous  llancoik  stliool,  to  the  then  age  limit,  four- 
teen years;  married  to  .\ndrew  Howes,  July  29,  lS,|i):  settled  in 
Lsse.v,  Mass.,  living  there  eight  ye.irs,  where  four  of  her  six  children 
were  horn  ;  nio\ed  to  Reading,  .Se|itemlier,  iS^-,  residing  there 
twenty  yeais,  then  to  lioslon  until  Seplemhur,  iSijj,  when  she 
removed  to  where  she  now  resides,  ^i  L.uirel  .Street,  SonieiviUe, 
Mass.  from  her  childhood,  .mil  in  f.^se.x  and  Rc.uling,  she  w.i^ 
constant  in  her  .itteiidance  in  .SuiuKiy  si  hool,  liist  a  te.u  her  of  ,1 
class  of  forty  in  the  ])rimary  department  of  I'alher  Slreeler's  churih 
in  lioston,  Liter  of  .1  clas,-,  of  .uh.imeil  pupils,  ,1  f.iilhfiil  meiidii  r  ot 
the  church  choir  unlil  her  reniox.il  to  lio-lon,  ,dw,i\s  loreniii-.t  anil 
acti\e  in  all  the  Suiulay-sc hool  entertainments,  ihu  festi\ilies  and 
fairs,  a  niemher  of  the  l.ihci.d  L.ulies'  lleiicMilent  .\ -.,01,  i.ii  ion  of 
Reading,  fully  alive  to  the  imporlaiu  e  of  .1  good  eilui.  ,it  ion  for  .ill, 
always  encouraging  the  public  school  te.ichers  bv  frei|iient  \isil^  .ind 
with  invitations  to  her  home.  \\  hile  in  Reailini;  ■~lie  w.is  ,i  nieiiibi  i 
of  the  Social  Readers;  since  then  she  h.is  l.iken  llic  I  haiitauipia 
course  of  four  vears,  graduating  with  honor.  Throuuh  the  d.iik 
davs  of  the  great  Rebellion  she  w  .is  ,in  .ible  .mil  e.iiiie-.t  woiki  r  in 
aiil  of  the  sanitary  lommissioii,  .iiul  all  through  her  lite  she  li.is 
been  notetl  for  her  ;u  ti\  ity  in  behalf  of  all  the  reforms  of  the  il.i\  . 
.She  h.is  for  several  ye.irs  been  .1  consistent  aiUoc.iteof  woin.m's 
sutlrage,  a  persistent  ,ind  earnest  laborer  in  the  i.iiiks  of  the 
Woman's  Christi;in  'reniper;uice  L'nion,  her  p.irtii  iil.ti  lield  of  labor 
being  work  among  foreigners,  holdim;  the  position  of  .St.uc  superin- 
tendent. She  was  clioseii  as  one  ot  the  deleg.ites  to  represent 
Massai  hiisetts  at  the  World's  Women's  C  hristian  rem]ii  i .mce 
Union  Convention,  hekl  in  London,  I'.n.ti.,  June,  1X1)3.  1  )n  the  even- 
ing of  .Sunday,  June  16,  she  was  one  of  the  two  liiiiidied  delegates 
who  addressed  as  many  dilferent  audiences  in  the  churches  to  which 
they  were  invited,  on  the  Women's  Christi;m  'lemperance  L'nion 
work  at  the  Presbyterian  churth  in  Wood  (ireen,  a  suburb  of  Lon- 
don, where  she  spoke  and  was  listened  to  with  ileep  interest  bv  a 
large  audience,  and  her  sentiments  iiidoised  ;is  being  the  needed 
demand  of  the  times,  vi/.,  .1  more  earnest  and  systematic  ellort 
aiming  to  abolish  the  s;iloons.  .She  returned  from  her  foreign  tour 
inspired  and  encouraged  by  the  meetings  there  attendeil  and  the 
ac(|uaintances  made,  together  with  the  constant  companionship  of 
others  through  her  journeV'ings  in  Switzerland  and  I'' ranee  :  and  t.ikes 
up  her  work  with  renewed  zeal,  answering  some  of  the  many  c;ills 
th;il  she  rei  eiv  IS,  fiillv  bilievinL;  ih.il  liii  mission  is  to  ,uouse  the 
people  from  theii  ap.il  h)  .md  iiidil  I  ei  eiice.  and  to  urue  tlieiu  to  over- 
throw the  great  curse  of  our  .i,ge,  v  i/.,  the  liipior  ti.illic. 
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bcttcT  trained,  the  scIkjoI  luiilflin^fs  finer,  and  the  appli- 
ances more  perfect  tlian  two  hundred  years  ago.  Hut 
the  organization  in  essence  is  tiie  same.  'The  primary 
school  is  the  ancient  dame  school;  the  grammar,  the 
Knglish  ;  and  the  liigli.  the  grammar  of  the  olden  times. 
Educational  progress  within  the  limits  of  the  old  town  is 
well  gauged  by  the  increase  in  its  expenditures  for  scIkkjIs 
from  £■]  in  169',,  and  $2,700  in  1844,10  $45,016  in  1894. 

Tile  Puritan  of  1642  built  liis  State  upon  intelligence 
and  virtue.    'l"he  Hoods  lia\e  come,  the  winds  have  beat 


.  E.  BEMTLEY  YOUNG. 

I'jiW  Ai;ii  111  Nil, \'nrN(;  (sdii  of  txlwaid  and  Harriet  I'.aiiifs 
[l>ami)ii|  ^'llunL:).  was  l)<irn  in  kcailiii);,  June  29,  1S41.  lie  is  a 
gradual  e  uf  liarlnioulh  ( 'ollcuc.  At  the  |)risfiit  time  lie  is  principal 
of  the  I'liiue  Sehixil,  jlnstdn. 


upon  it,  but  it  has  stood,  because  founded  upon  a  rock. 
May  that  patience,  wisdom,  and  sublime  faith  that  charac- 
terized the  fathers  ever  remain  with  their  children. 


L.  FORRESTER  ELLIOTT. 

l.Ulllli;  I'oi;  K I  s  I  1  1;  I.I  I  hill  (-,(^1  (jf  l.iillier  and  Aliliy  Ann 
[I'latdiil  I'illiiilt),  was  Ikuii  in  Ue.iiliiiu,  Ma_\  1  j,  1S57.  Aftei  l;i  adiiat- 
ing  fnuii  the  Keadini;  I  I  li^li  Si  lioiil,  he  si  iidied  cluthing"i  nl  tinu  niuler 
'{■.  II.  I,e  I'urte,  (.f  Keadint;,  and  William  I;.  Jones,  of  Wakelleld, 
and  worked  for  <i  short  lime  at  ih.il  tiaile  in  l'ri>\ idem.e,  K,  I.  lie 
taught  the  Main  Streel  (ini.xetl)  si  lmol  fur  nearly  three  years.  Iking 
amiiilions  hi  ad\anie  himself  in  the  piufessidii  uf  leai  liing,  w  liii  h 
was  iiKire  (.ongenial  In  him  th.m  Ir.ide,  he  liink  the  ailvanee  Kinrse 
at  the  normal  sehool,  I  iridgew  atei ,  and  also  diplom.i  al  Normal  .\rt 
.School,  lloston.  Mr.  I'.lliotl  w  ,rs  master  of  llie  I'eikins  (iramiiiar 
.School,  llrockton,  one  vear.  lie  took  th.iige  of  ihe  dep.irlnienl  of 
drawing  at  W'illiston  Seminaiy,  I  ,asi  h.(nipl  on,  Mass.,  in  iSS|,  wliiih 
|josilion  he  at  present  holds. 


.-1 

As  runs  (he  Glass^ 
Our  life  doth  pass. 


My  boolf  and  Heart 
Shall"  never  part, 


Joh  feels  the  rod, 
Yet  blesses  God. 


Pi'oud  Koruh's  froop 
Was  sv,ailow''d  up. 

The  Lion  bold, 
The  Lamb  doth  hold. 

The  Moon  gives  linht 
in  lime  of  night. 


KEn'-ENGLAKD  PRIMER, 


Nighi'tngaUs  sing 
In  time  of  spring. 

Th«  noble  Oa/,- — it  was  {h'l  tree 
Tint  !?av'(l  His  Roytil  .Majesty  * 


Pcltr  dcny'd 

liis  Lord,  and  cry'd. 

Qurcn  Esther  comes 
In  royal  state, 

To  save  the  Jews 
From  dismal  fate. 

Rachel  did  mourn 
For  her  first-born. 

Samuel  anoints 
Whom  God  appoints. 


•  His  Roy.ll  Mojesly  vtf-.t  Chnrlo  II.,  King  of  EngUnJ,  *hf),  afim- 
his  father,  Charles  I.,  vms  bthtaded,  wOnt  to  ScoCland,  when:  lie  w;]« 
cxowjupd.  iu  tlie  year  IftJl :  but  woa  luotl  .ifier  defeattrd  by  OroinweH 
wt  WcjVcck  i';  and,  eicnping  with  gceati-Jitflrulty,  conccBled  li\ni«vlf 
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HE  military  liistory  of  Reading  dates  Irack 
to  the  tirst  settlement  of  the  town.  In 
1645,  when  the  General  Court  decreed 
that  a  military  guard  should  be  kept  m 
.s:^-^x2iN  every  town,  to  give  protection  from  Indian 
surprises,  Reading  was  already  provided  with  a  military 
company,  formed  probably  the  year  before,  the  date  of 
the  town's  incorporation,  of  which  Richard  Walker  was 
captain.  This  body  was  known,  according  to  Eaton's 
"History  of  Reading,"  as  the  "  Reading  Infantry  Com- 
pany," and  was  formed  in  that  part  of  Reading  now 
Wakefield.  This  company,  of  which  Richard  Walker 
was  its  first  captain  and  Asaph  P>ans  its  last,  existed 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  and  included  the  names  of  forty- 
one  captains,  some  of  whom  were  promoted  to  colonel, 
.md  one  to  general.  The  corps  ceased  to  exist  in 
1 S40. 

In  165S,  Reading  was  given  permission  to  raise  a  troop 
of  horse,  but  nothing  further  is  known  of  it.  Iveading 
furnished  her  quota  of  troops  in  King  Philip's  (Indian) 
War  in  1675.  A  huge  stockade  was  talked  of  about  this 
time,  but  was  never  built.  Carrison  houses  were  erected 
for  Indian  defense,  and  such  a  structure,  surrounded  by 
palisades,  was  built  in  the  North  Precinct,  now  North 
Reading,  on  the  farm  of  Sergt.  Geo.  Flint,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Reading. 

Maj.  Jeremiah  Swain  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Pool  rendered 
distinguished  service  in  the  Indian  wars,  and  history  speaks 
of  them  as  having  a  high  military  reputation  throughout 
the  colony,  Major  Swain  being  commissioned  conniian- 
der-in-chief  of  all  the  forces  raised  for  Indian  de- 
fense. In  1690,  a  company  from  Reading  served  in  a 
Canadian  expedition  against  the  Indians.  On  the  night 
of  August  23,  1695,  after  an  alarm  occasioned  by  the 
killing  and  capture  of  fifteen  persons  by  the  Indians  at 
Billerica,  on  the  hfth  instant,  some  three  hundred  men 
assembled  in  arms  at  Rillerica,  from  Woburn,  Reading, 
and  other  towns,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  William 
Johnson,  of  \\'oburn. 

In  1706,  Indians  surprised  and  attacked  the  family  of 
John  llarnden,  in  the  northwesterly  part  of  the  town. 


killing  Mrs.  Harnden  and  three  children,  and  carrying 
away  the  remaining  five  children. 

These  captix'es  were  recaptured  by  the  band  of  settlers, 
who  quickly  pursued  the  Indians.  In  171  i,  a  number  of 
settlers  from  the  town  joined  in  an  expedition  to  Nowi 
Scotia  against  the  French  ami  Indians.  Se\eral  were 
killed  and  others  died  in  Nova  Scotia  while  in  service. 
In  1745,  Reading  furnished  its  quota  of  men  for  another 
expedition  to  Nova  Scotia  against  the  French  and  In- 
dians. War  followed  for  about  fifteen  years.  During 
this  prolonged  period  of  service,  ninety-six  Reading 
men  served  in  the  infantr)',  and  about  se\'eiity-fi\e 
in  the  troop  of  horse.  .Some  of  the  French  captives 
from  this  war  were  brought  to  Reading,  where  se\eral 
died. 

Military  companies  were  organized  in  the  north  |iar- 
ish,  now  North  Reading,  in  1713,  and  in  the  west 
parish,  now  Reading,  in  1770-  These  comi)anies  ex- 
isted under  the  old  militia  system,  and  died  with  that 
system  about  1840. 

In  1770,  when  the  colonies  were  restless  under  the 
exactions  of  P2ngland,  tlie  town  built  a  powder  house  in 
preparation  for  coming  e\  ents.  Anilrew  Oliv  er,  who  died 
in  Reading  in  1817,  was  one  of  the  famous  "  lioston 
Tea  Part)',"  who  boarded  an  English  ship  in  l!ost(m  h,u- 
l)or,  in  1773,  and  threw  three  hundred  and  f(irt\-two 
chests  of  tea  overboard. 

The  intensity  of  patriotism  and  opposition  to  English 
rule  were  stimulated  to  the  utmost  by  these  and  other 
obnoxious  acts  of  British  brutality,  and  the  militarx'  spirit 
of  the  old  town  met  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  in  a 
manner  ecjual  to  the  just  expectations  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  culmination  of  events  thrust  upon  them  the  great 
war  of  the  Revolution. 


THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

In  the  memorable  years  of  the  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, the  old  town  of  Reading  was  coiiNpicuous  lor  its 
loyalt)'  and  for  its  military  etficiency. 
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A'l'  llic  broking  out  (if  the  Civil  \\  ,ir,  Major  Wancu 
was  a  \uuiij;  man  ol  Iwciily  )'ears.  ]!ul  coinage 
counted  more  than  years  in  those  times,  and  at  the  fust 
call  for  troops  he  was  mcjre  than  ready  to  respond,  with 
his  life,  if  needed,  for  the  service  of  his  country.  In 
military  life  lie  fountl  full  scope  for  that  enthusiasm  and 
leadership  that  had  been  his  from  boylnKjd. 

A  lineal  descendant  of  Ab)Ses  Warren,  of  Waltham, 
who  fought  at  ISunker  Hill  and  Dorchester  lleii;hts,  he 
came  honestiv  bv  the  s|)irit  that  carried  him  tiirouj^di  the 
battles  (jf  Ihill  Run,  Hall's  lllulf,  the  sieye  of  Port  Hud- 
son, and  at  last  after  Spottsylvania,  (/old  Harbor,  and 
W'eldon  Railroad,  to  lay  down  his  life  when  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  a^^e. 

The  local  company  of  South   Keadiny",  known  as  the 
"  Richarilson  I  jght  (luards,"  volunteered  its  ser\'ice  to  Gov- 
ernor Andrew  and  responded 
nobly  in  numbers  to  the  fust 
call  for  three-months  troops. 

( )f  this  company, which  w  as 
mustered  int<j  ser\'ice  on  the 
Kjlh  of  April,  iSf)!,  Horace 
M.  Warren  was  a  member, 
as  a  private.  The  com])any 
was  attached  to  the  5  th 
Massachusetts  Regiment  as 
Co.  ]],  and  with  this  regi- 
ment private  Warren  saw  his 
first  service  and  first  battle, 
that  of  lUill  Run.  The  ex- 
perience was  a  disastrous 
one  and  might  well  ha\e  dis- 
mayed and  discouraged  older 
hearts  and  heads  from  a 
second  serxice.  Almost  im- 
mediately the  company  was 
mustered  out  of  service  July 
31,  1S61.  I'rixate  Warren 
immediately  sought  reenlist- 
ment,  and  on  August  21, 
1 86 1,  became  the  first  ser- 
geant of  Co.  E,  2ot!i  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment.  On  the 
twenty-lirst  day  of  October, 
iSGi,  at  the  Ijattle  of  Hall's 
Hluff,  \'a.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  place  Sergeant 
Warren  in  command  of  his  company,  on  account  of  loss 
of  superior  oflicers  ;  and  while  in  command  he  was 
seriously  wounded,  how  seriously  we  may  know  by  the 
surgeon  saying,  "  Put  him  one  side,  l)oys  ;  he  won't  li\'e 
twenty  minutes."  The  "  Ijoys  "  did  not  think  so,  happily 
for  him,  for  at  the  risk  of  their  own  they  determined  to 
save  his  life.  Protecting  him  as  best  they  could  from 
the  enemy,  tiiey  placed  him  in  a  boat  ajid  managed  to  get 
him  to  an  old  barn  on  the  opposite  shore,  where,  after 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  pouring  rain,  and  without  medical 
attendance,  he  was  carried  to  the  hospital  at  Poolsville. 
In  January,  1.S62,  he  was  considered  able  to  bear  the 
journey  liome.  With  his  left  arm  almost  useless,  and 
with  two  other  wounds,  emaciated  to  a  shadow  of  the 


once  bright  lad,  1k'  cami'.  Hut  e\en  with  these  e\peii- 
eiices  he  was  still  undaunted,  for  in  August  of  the  same 
yeai'  a  c.tll  for  more  troojw  was  again  sounded  and  our 
"  Light  Cuard  "  respiuuled  as  betore,  and  our  3-(Ming  sei- 
geanl,  now  as  the  lirst  lieutenant  of  the  company,  w.is 
w  ith  them.  'I'his  time  they  were  a  part  of  the  Massac  hu- 
setts ^oth  and  were  assigned  to  deneral  Hanks,  in  the 
department  of  the  C.ulf.  in  the  rifle  pits  at  the  siege  of 
fort  lludsoii  they  were  under  continiujus  hre  tor  fort)'- 
two  days,  until  \'icksl)urg  falling.  Port  Hudson  was 
obliged  to  surrentler  on  the  Stii  of  July,  1863.  The  com- 
pany then  returned,  time  of  enlistment  having  exjjired, 
and  were  musteretl  out  of  ser\'ice  August  24,  1863.  l''rom 
tliis  time  he  had  no  more  connection  with  our  "  Light 
(lu.ird,"  in  which  he  numbered  his  warmest  friends. 

'I'he  5ijth    Regiment  was   being  organized   by  .Maj(jr 

Ciould  at  this  time,  and  he, 
knciwing  Lieutenant  Warren's 
ze.d  and  enthusiasm,  ollered 
him  a  |)osition  in  the  regi- 
ment, that  of  adjutant,  which 
was  accepted,  and  on  Nov. 
iij,  1863^  he  was  again,  and 
for  the  last  time,  enrolled  for 
service.  This  regiment  was 
most  unfortunate  in  its  loss 
of  offu  ers  during  a  succession 
of  battles  and  skirmishes, 
including  Spotts\  l\  ania,  ( 'old 
Harbor,  and  Weldon  Rail- 
road. 

At  ( '<dd  1  larb(jr.  Adjutant 
Warren  was  again  wounded, 
but  iKit  disabled,  .is  lie 
tliouglit,  from  dut}'. 

At  the  battle  of  Weldon 
Raili'oad,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  ( 'olonel  (iould, 
-Adjutant  Warren  was  acting 
as  assistant  adjutant-general. 
What  more  natural,  after 
seeing  his  brfjther  officers 
drop  one  by  one,  that  he 
should  feel  that  he,  too,  must 
meet  the  tinal  bullet.  \e\'er- 
theless,  no  duty  was  shirked  and  his  dut)'  led  him  into 
the  midst  of  shot  and  shell.  .\t  the  skirmish  at  Reams 
Station,  in  the  battle  (jf  Weldon  Railroad,  he  fell,  pierced 
by  a  bullet.  Hospital  care,  surgical  skill,  could  not 
avail.  Perhaps  it  might  had  the  hospital  not  been  in 
danger. 

'I'he  wounded  were  moved  for  fear  of  an  attack,  and  a 
long  ride  over  rough  roads  removed  the  last  chance  and 
finished  what  the  bullet  had  failed  to  do,  and  this  brave 
and  gallant  otiicer  passed  away  on  .\ugust  27,  1864. 

liefore  his  death,  howe\'er.  in  recognition  of  his  long 
and  faithful  ser\'ice,  a  commission  as  major  had  been 
conferred  u|)on  him.  One  cannot  but  think  that  had 
life  been  sp;\red  to  him,  the  higlu-st  of  honors  might  ha\e 
l^een  his  rewaril. 


MAJ.  HORACE:  M.  WARREN 
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OF  THE  ANCIF.NT  TOWN  OF  RFDDING. 


On  the  r()th  of  April,  1775,  when  tlic  minutLMiien  of 
Concord  and  Lexinglon  were  standing  for  freetloni  and 
independence,  the  niinuteinen  of  Reading  were  wailing 
f(jr  the  call  of  duty,  and  at  the  lirst  signal  shot  hastened 
to  the  scene  of  encounter.  At  that  time  there  were 
three  companies  in  Reading,  attached  to  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  I  )avid  ( Ireen,  (jl  Reading.  Capt.  John 
Walton  commanded  the  I'  irst  i'arish  company,  now  Wake- 
field, with  eighty-six  ofiicers  and  men.  Capt.  Jcjhn  Flint 
led  the  Second  J'ai-ish  company,  now  Reading,  with  sev- 
enty-eight men,  and  Ca[)t.  Thomas  J'>at(jn  of  the  Third  I'ai- 
isii  conij^any,  jMorth  Reading,  with  si\t\-eight  olilicers  and 
men.  The  .State  roll  shows  a  list  of  ('apt.  John  Wal- 
ton's "  Reading  Train  Hand,"  numbering  one  hundred 
and  four  officers  and  men.  On  the  retreat  of  the  fJritish 
from  Concord,  they  encountered  the  minutenien  from 
Reading,  under  Maj.  John  lirooks  (afterwards  Covernorof 
the  State),  at  Merriam's  Corner.  The  Reading  men  were 
in  the  hottest  of  the  light,  and  were  among  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  the  l)attle  of  Lexington.  It  appears,  from  the 
records  of  the  State,  that  these  companies  drew  pay  for 
from  one  to  fourteen  days.  It  is  prol)able  tliat  the 
records  are  not  complete  in  detail  of  the  actual  service  of 
Reading  soldiers,  as  we  have  knowledge  that  individuals 
served  in  the  battle  of  bunker  Hill,  at  Ticonderoga,  West 
Point,  and  at  other  places,  and  Lieut. -Col.  James  Ran- 
croft,  and  probably  others  from  Reading,  served  with 
Washington  throughout  the  w,ir.  The  following  diary  of 
Daniel  Craves  gives  a  glimpse  of  the  service  which  these 
men  performed  :  — 

iiL\k\'  oi'  i)AMi;i,  (ik.wi'S. 

;i  junialot  what  hapiiud  in  C'ain]).iigii  to\vartl>  .Xuwyoik.  1  )l-c. 
177(1,  tile  II)  (l.i)  \vu  inaixliud  Id  niiU-s  aiul  loclt^L-d  in  niftlfoid.  the 
20  day  UL-  mail  hud  10  mile  and  liKl^ed  in  l!r<n)kline.  the  21  day  a 
SiiDwStinni  and  a  very  uconiforta  day  Su  that  we  did  not  niareh. 
the  22  day  we  rnarclied  I  S  miles  and  lodged  in  1  •edliani.  tlie  2^,  da\ 
we  marched  I2  iiiile^  and  lodged  in  wrenthani.  the  2^  tlas'  we 
marched  15  niile-^  and  ludgeil  keliohuth.  tlie  25  day  we  marehed  4 
miles  and  aiived  at  |jii}\idence  at  10  o'cloik.  the  26  dav  a  Kanv 
day.  the  27  a  pleasnt  d.iy.  the  2.S  day  a  |)leaselU  (lay.  this  Xighl 
weareordere  tu  niareh  tn  l)anl)iiiy.  we  marched  from  provid  on 
Sunday,  the  29  tlay,  for  l)anliuiy.  we  marched  12  mile  ami  lodged 
in  Situate,  tlie  50  day  we  marched  10  miles  and  lodged  in  ('oven 
try.     the  51  we  mar  15  mils  and  lodged  in  Xurredge. 

January  ye  1,  1777.  we  marched  15  mile  .ind  lodged  in  LeheiKJii 
oKl  town,  the  2  day  we  man  lied  10  miles  .iiul  lodged  in  l.ebenon 
new-town,     the     day  we  marched  15  miles  and  lodged  in  Alforil. 

the  4  day  we  marched  15  miles  and  lodged  in  lialfortl.  the  dav 
we  marched  15  mils  ami  lodgeil  in  farmiiiglun.  the  (>  da)  we 
marched  12  mils  and  lodged  in  w.iteiiuny.  the  7  day  we  m.iri,hed 
II  mile  and  lodgetl  in  wnodlnny.  the  S  day  we  marched  12  miK 
and  lodged  in  Newtown,  the  ij  day  we  marched  ij  miles  and  .iii\ed 
at  l)anl)iiryat  2  o'clock,  the  10  tlay  we  laid  Still,  this  night  1  went 
on  garil.  the  1  I  day  a  very  Cold  day.  the  12  day  we  niarclietl  from 
l)anl)ry.  onre  orders  is  to  tareytowii.  we  m.irched  15  mil  and 
h)dged  in  .Salem,  the  13  da)'  we  marched  12  mils  and  loilged  in 
North  Castle  and  Nine  of  us  went  into  the  wood  and  built  us  a 
Camp. 

the  14  day  we  marche  13  and  linlged  in  piTllip  manner. 

the  15  day  we  marcli  j  mile  and  arived  at  T.irey tow  11.  the  1(1 
day  oure  orders  to  march  towartls  kings  llridge  with  4  davs  pro\ ison, 
in  oriler  to  Storm  fort  1  ndepeiuleiice,  we  marched  2  miles  and 
Returned  liack  to  .Stand  at  a  minute  warning.  the  17  day  oure 
orders  is  to  he  at  dohs  ferry  at  I  1  o'clcjck  at  night  with  tliiee  days 
provision,  wicli  is  7  milesfrom  Tareytowii.     we  kep  on  marching  the 


whole  night,  ami  .ni  l'..\tieem  (old  Xight  it  was,  .So  lh.it  one  or  Iwn 
fro/  to  death. 

tile  liS  dav  we  aii\ed  at  kittle  vonkis  ahont  Suniise  about  I  mile 
from  kingN  bridge  in  (uder  to  Storm  fort  indepcnike.  oure  men 
to(jk  a  Redout,  we  Sl.iid  lli.ire  .di  d,i\'.  the  h.nenu  lired  n.iuu' 
Canon  ,it  us  bul  diil  iiu  ec  u  t  i(  ni.  onre  Regenicut  went  b.n  k  to 
llig  N'ouki-^  to  get  lodging.  the  1  .S  dav  we  l.iid  ri>und  the  fori.  ouie 
ollerces  lliiuk  il  proper  lo  .Si.ile  wals.     the  20  day  we  l.ud  .Slid. 

the  2  1  da)  1  went  lui  g.ird,  and  .1  \eiv  '  cdd  da)'  it  w.is. 

the  22  d.i)  -  -  this  da\  we  built  us  .i  (  '.imp  in  the  wo(kU. 

the  2]  d.iy  this  d.iv  we  h.id  .111  al.irm,  thi--  night  a  Snow  .ibout  | 
inches  deep.  ihe  2|  d.i)  we  , ire  ordered  back  to  TaieNlown.  we 
Set  iMit  ,il  I  I  o'l  loi  k  and  .1  l  eilible  R.iin  .Slorin,  so  ih.il  the  watei 
w  a>  h.ill  leg  hie,  ,ind  we  h.ul  lo  tr.ivel  ll>  mil-.,  .md  ,1  ledioii^  li,i\e 
we  had.  we  got  up  to  'I'.iiey  town  .it  (j  o'cloi  k.  llie  23  d,i\  it 
Cleared  up.     onie  onlei-^  is  to  g(j  back  to  llig  \onkis. 

the  2(1  d.iv  we  Set  out  .it  II  o'lloik  .md  .iii\ed  ,il  yonki^  at  5 
o'cloi  k,  w  il  h  i^  14  iniN  ihi-.  .Xight  1  went  on  g.ml.  ihe  27  d.i\ 
oure  oi'der  i--  to  go  li.uk  to  oure  old  k.iu  .impnieiit.  .il  Xiglil  onre 
order  is  to  go  b.ii  k  to  \  oiikis.     the  2S  d.iy  we  h.id  no  Reniox  e. 

the  29  d.iv  we  I. lid  sill.  this  Xight  onre  orders  i>  take  onre  packs 
.mil  march  ,it  7  o'clock  back  to  'r.ireytown,  .md  .1  \eie  b.id  Snow 
.Sloini  it  w.is.  we  ari\ed  at  tarevton  .it  3  o'clo.  k  .it  Xight.  the  ]0 
day  it  w  a■^  (  loudy  .md  Siiow  e.  the  Snow  w  .is  .ibnut  luie  foot  I  )eep. 
the  ]l  d.iv  a  \  erv  pleasellt  d.iv. 

I'ebu.irv  the  I.  this  Xight  1  went  on  .gard.  tlie  2  d.iv  a  raue\ 
il.i\.  the  day — this  morning  oure  mdeis  is  to  lake  onre  p.u  ks 
.iiul  nuiii  h  to  the  White  plains,  we  m.iri  lied  ,il  S  o't  h  m  k  ,111  d  .11  i  \  ed 
.It  white  pl.iilis  at  4  o'cloik.  the  4  d.i)'  we  l.iid  stil.  ihe  5  d,i\'  ,1 
warm  ilav.  the  d  dav  —  this  inoiuiug  I  went  on  g.ird.  the  7  il.i\  ,1 
warm  da)',  the  .S  da)  .1  Raney  da\'.  the  >)  d.i)  .1  I  'louiU  d.i\'.  ihe 
10  tl.iN  —  this  d,iy  we  m.irched  from  the  whit  plu  to  l:o  ihe  l.ir^ie- 
.Side  to  Joyn  (ieiieial  Washington's  aiinv  and  m.iiclied  10  mile  .md 
lodged  in  .Xorth  ( 'astl.  the  II  d.iy  -  this  d.i)  a  Snow  .Siorm  .Su 
that  we  did  not  m.ircli.  the  12  d.i)  the  .Snow  w.is  1  deep  we 
march  11  mils  and  lodged  Coitlands  m, inner,  the  i\  d.iv  we 
marched  10  mils  and  lodgetl  pickskilii.  the  14  d.iv  we  did  .Xot 
march,  tlie  I  3  d.iy  we  Crost  y  l\i\erand  marched  9  mils  .lud  lodged 
in  harvestsi  r.iw . 

the  Id  d.iv  we  march  iS  mlK  .md  lodged  in  R.imiipp.iw.  the  17 
dav  we  niarih  13  mils  .nul  lodged  in  piimton  phiiiis.  the  iS  il.i\  wi 
marhe  1  ^  iniU  .mil  lodged  in  peisipuni.i, 

the  II)  d.iy  oure  orders  is  to  go  to  ('h.itli.im.  we  m.inh  11  iniK 
and  arived  at  Chatham  .it  ^,  o'll  .md  went  Iilu  k  4  m  .mil  lodged  in 
h.moNer.  the  20  dav  we  kiid  sill,  ,111  l'.-\ceeding  (  old  d.iv.  lIu-  2  1 
iki\  we  w  .ire  ordered  down  to  tnrke)lown.  we  m.irched  7  mib  .iiiil 
aiixed  at  tiiikey  town  .it  5  o'clo.  the  22  il.i)  we  I, lid  Siill,  ih,-  _•  ; 
ikiv —  this  d.iv  th.ire  was  a  battle  al  l<o\'w,i\.  the  I'.iilisli  Troops 
Came  out  .ig.mst  300  Ritlle  men  .mil  th.iv  Retreated  b.ii  k  4  mile  .lud 
Reinfoist  and  give  them  b.ittle.  l)io\e  them  b.ick  .mil  killed  500 
of  them,  this  Xight  we  h.ul  an  alarm  and  went  3  mils  .md  Retniiied 
back. 

the  24  d.iv  .1  li  ieble  Snow  .Sloini.  the  2^  d.iy  it  ilcired  up.  the 
snow  w.is  I  C   1  >eep.     the  2d  d.i)  we  laid  still,  a  ple.iseiil  d.i\. 

the  27  d.iv  oure  order  is  to  iii.ircli  to  Roywa)'.  we  man  hed  01 
mils  .mil  .iri\ ed  ,it  Kovwav  .it  lOo'cloi.k.  this  Xight  1  went  on  g.ird 
3  mils  Mown  to  Sl.iteus  Isl.ind.  the  2.S  ikiv  the  Xew  ni.ide  llessi.ms 
I  aine  ilowiiiui  1  he  ot  her  side  of  the  sounds  .iiid  liied  .it  us.mdwe 
at  them,  bill  did  no  T!.\ei  ution. 

111. mil  ihe  I.  thisil.iN  w  i;  l.iiil  sill,  .1  i  old,  sipiallev  d.iv.  the  2  da\ 
we  a  (  dvering  part)'  .ifter  h.iy  l)own  to  woodbridge. 

the  ]  dav  .1  w.irm  day.  this  night  I  went  on  g.iril.  the  4  ila\  a 
sipialley  d.iy.  the  5  d.iy  .1  ple.iseiit  day.  tiled  day  a  snowe,  R.ine\. 
this  Xight  I  went  on  gard.  the  7  dav  an  T!.\ieeding  ple.isent  d.iv. 
we  went  down  to  woodbridge  after  h.iy.  the  S  d.iy  -this  morning. 
W  e  h.ul  .m  akirm.  .1  little  .ifter  Sun  Rise  we  threw  oure  p.icks  into 
the  w.igons,  then  ('.line  .1  large  body  of  Regukiis  into  woodbridge 
.liter  hay.  we  went  to  meet  them  4  miles,  oure  Regeineut  .mil 
three  hundred  Rille  men  .1  Soiiting  at.u  ted  the  T!ueniv  in  the  woods. 
200  of  oure  troops  alai  ted  ',00  Regulars  aiul  drove  them.  th.iy 
wounded  2  of  oure  men.  th.i)  lett  ;  1  )e.iil  oils  and  Carried  20 
killed  and  wounded.     We   Returned  b.ick    To  oil  1  e  i|ii.irleis.     the  i) 
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AMOXCi  the  prominent  and  familiar  figures  known  to 
our  citizens  during  the  present  century  was  tiiat  of 
Major  John  Wiley,  2d.  He  was  horn  July  18,  1812,  and 
was  the  son  of  I'eter  1!.  Wile}'  and  Ruth  (Ingalls)  Wiley. 
1  le  was  descended  from  John  Wiley,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers.  'I'he  descent  then  runs  to  Timothy,  born  in 
1653  ;  and  to  Timothy,  of  whose  birtii  no  record  is  found  ; 
thence  to  'I'homas,  born  in  1697  ;  then  to  Ebenezer,  born 
in  1729  ;  thence  to  James,  born  in  1755  ;  thence  to  Peter 
P).,  i)orn  in  1784;  and  to  John,  2d,  who  married,  first, 
Elizabeth  Gregg,  July  18,  1835,  and  who  died  July  30, 
1872  ;  and  second,  Deborah  Gould,  who  now  survives  him. 
The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were  William,  who  was 
born  March  23,  1836,  and  who  enlisted  in  Co.  15,  5th 
Regiment,  for  three  months,  in  April,  1 8G  i ,  and  reenlisted, 
in  r862,in  Co.  A,  17th  Regiment,  antl  was  first  sergeant, 
and  who  died  at  Newbern, 
N.  C,  Oct.  13,  1862,  of  fever. 
l{e  married,  July  4,  1858, 
Sarah  E.  Chalk.  John  Gregg 
Wiley,  born  Feb.  27,  1840, 
and  died  June  10,  1844;  Ruth 
Elizabeth,  born  Eeb.  23, 
1843,  ^v'^o  married  Erancis 
P.  Patchelder,  who  died  Eeb. 
27,  1891  ;  Ada  (J.,  l)orn  Eeb. 
5,  1846,  and  died  July  9, 
1848  ;  Almira,  born  Jan.  24, 
1848,  and  married  Thomas 
Gould. 

That  Major  Wiley  had  a 
strong  military  inclination 
was  evident.  He  probably 
partook  somewhat  of  the 
spirit  of  his  father,  who  was 
a  captain  in  the  "  Reading 
Infantry  Company,"  an  or- 
ganization formed  about  the 
time  of  the  town's  incorpora- 
tion, in  1644,  and  which  had 
a  continuous  existence  for 
about  two  centuries,  and  was 
formally  disbanded,  about 
1840.  In  1812,  a  company 
was  formed  in  "  Stoneham,  Reading,  and  vicinity,"  called 
the  "Washington  Rifle  Greens."  Its  first  officers  were  all 
of  Stoneham;  subsequently  it  became  practically  a  South 
Reading  company,  changing  its  uniform  from  green  to 
graj',  and  its  name  to  "  Washington  Rifle  Grays."  It 
was  known  in  the  military  department  of  the  State  as 
Co.  H,  4th  Regiment,  Light  Infantry,  3d  ]]rigade,  2d 
Division,  and  was  designated  upon  the  rolls  as  "  South 
Reading  RiHes."  John  Wiley,  2d,  was  commissioned  as 
captain  of  this  company,  May  27,  1844,  and  was  dis- 
charged Oct.  19,  1846,  the  company  having  been  dis- 
banded. Upon  the  formation  of  the  Richardson  Eight 
Guard,  in  185  i.  Captain  Wiley  was  elected  its  first  cap- 
tain, and  continued  in  office  until  1855.  In  1857,  he  was 
again  elected  commander,  and  served  until  June  26,  1858, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  be  major  and  was  commissioned 


by  Gov.  N.  P.  lianks.  He  resigned  and  was  discharged 
March  6,  1861,  probably  upon  the  reorgani/ation  of 
legiments  signifying  an  intention  to  volunteer  for  ser\  i(  r 
in  the  war  then  inuninent.  The  comijany,  at  thai  lime, 
was  attached  to  the  7th  Regiment  as  Co.  E,  aiul  thai 
regiment  as  an  organization  had  not  indicated  a  piui)(i^e 
to  volunteer  ;  but  several  com|)anies  in  the  regiment  had 
forwarded  to  headquarters  their  desire  to  enlist,  among 
them  being  the  Richardson  Light  Guard,  and  when  the 
call  came,  this  company  was  assigned  to  the  5tli  Regi- 
ment. Major  Wiley  at  once  set  out  to  recruit  a  company, 
which  was  cjuickly  enrolled  to  the  required  standard,  and 
on  the  tirst  day  of  May,  1861,  he  receixed  from  Gov. 
[ohn  A.  Andrew  his  commission  as  captain.  I  lis 
company  was  designated  as  Co.  G,  19th  RegiineiU,  and 
on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  by  Special  ( )rder  No.  331,  Co. 

Cj,  Captain  Wiley,  was  de- 
tached from  the  19th  Regi- 
ment and  assigned  to  the 
16th  Regiment  as  Co.  E. 
The  regiment  left  the  State 
August  17,  1S61,  and  was 
stationed  at  \'arious  points 
in  Virginia.  In  1862,  the 
regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Eair  ( )aks,  (Jlen- 
dale,  Malvern  Hill,  Kettle 
Run,  Chantilly,  and  Ered- 
ericksburg,  and  in  1803,  at 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
and  l^ocust  Grove.  The  rec- 
ord of  the  regiment  shows 
that  on  the  twelfth  da)'  of 
.November,  18G2,  tliere  were 
;d)sent,  sick,  and  wounded, 
11  oHicers,  383  enlisted 
men,  13  officers  and  251 
men  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  which  indicate  se- 
vere service.  Captain  Wiley 
resigned  and  was  discharged 
August  26,  1863,  iuwing 
served  over  two  years.  Major 
Wiley  was  deeply  interested 
in  mechanics,  and  previous  to  the  war  devoted  much 
time  and  study  to  mechanical  appliances,  and  was  the 
author  of  seseral  inventions.  He  was  connected  with 
various  business  enterprises  in  the  old  town,  being  one  of 
the  firm  of  Peter  and  John  Wiley,  manufacturers  of 
doors,  sashes,  and  blinds  in  the  old  red  mill  which  stood 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  rattan  factory.  He  also 
fitted  up  a  mill  on  the  Lynnfield  line,  near  the  Montrose 
railroad  station,  and  locateil  a  similar  Inisiness  on  the 
site  of  the  present  foundry  buildings.  He  established  a 
large  baking  business  on  the  site  of  Cheney's  block,  and  at 
the  place  recently  carried  on  by  H.  L.  Day.  Afterwards 
he  established  a  saw-mill  in  Lynnfield,  and  continued 
there  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to  alxindon  active 
pursuits.  In  1859,  he  represented  the  twentieth  Mid- 
dlesex District  in  the  legislature.     He  died  I""eb.  10,  1886. 
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(lay  a  veiv  l)li.'a>unt  day.  the  lo  day  a  waini  clay,  the  ii  clay  a 
wanii  dav.  thu  i  ::  day  —  this  Xi-^ht  1  went  nii  yard,  the  15  day  a 
l\.aiiey  day.  the  1 -j  clay  —  thi-^  day  we  had  an  alarm.  the  New 
made  lle.^siaii.s  (  ante  from  Statens  and  took  a  few  (  attle  and  went 
haek. 

the  15  clay  we  set  out,  Aaron  llint  .md  Royal  I'pton  being  poorly, 
oiire  time-,  out  wanting  one  clay,  we  traveled  S  iiiiks  and  lodged  in 
I'!l/el)ath  town,  the  16  day  we  tra\eled  I  I  mills  and  lodged  in  Secon 
Ri\ei.     the  i/  ckiy  we  tia\ele  12  mils  and  lodged  in  paremmes. 

the  iS  day  we  travele  50  mils  and  lodged  in  kings  ferrey. 

the  icj  dav  we  tra\ele  Hj  mils  and  lodged  in  C'ortlancls  maner. 

the  20  clav  we  travel  1(1  mils,  and,  it  being  Kaney,  we  turned  in  at 
l)anl)ury.     the  21  day  tra\eled  J5  mils  and  lodged  in  W'aterliury. 

the  22  clay  we  tra\el  2l>  mils  and  lodged  in  h'armington.  the  25 
day  we  tra\el  50  mils  and  lodged  in  ('o\ entry,  the  24  clay  we 
traveled  25  mile  and  lodged  in  woodhridge.  the  26  clav  we  traxeled 
26  mile  and  lodged  graflon.  the  27  da\  we  tra\el  35  mis  and  lodged 
in  Concord,  the  2.S  da\'  we  lr.i\el  20  mile  and  arived  home,  being 
absent  three  Months  and  .Nine  days. 

At  the  coinmcnceiiieiU  of  the  present  century,  a  hand- 
somely unifoinied  and  well-disciplined  cavahy  company 
was  formed  in  Reading  and  vicinity.  The  VVoliurn  mili- 
tary historian  says  that  this 
company  was  fcjrmed  in 
1797,  and  tiiat  lienjamin 
Wyman  was  its  first  com- 
mander. ]ts  subsecjuent 
commanders  include  tlie 
well-known  names  of  Aaron 
Damon,  Noaii  Smith,  Col. 
James  Hartsiiorne,  Col. 
Lemuel  Sweetser,  Thomas 
Kmerson,  Jonas  Parker, 
Maj.  Isaac  Upton,  and 
Maj.  -Sue!  Winn.  The 
compan)'  was  formal!)'  dis- 
i)anded  in  1828. 

About  the  year  18 12,  a 
company  of  ritlemen  was 
ori^anized  in  Stoneliam, 
Reading,  and  vicinity,  called 
tile  "Washington  Ritle 
(jreens."  Capt.  Jonathan 
Hay  was  its  first  com- 
mander, and  was  distin- 
guished for  his  efficiency 
and  sturdy  cliaracter.  'i'lie 
company  was  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States 

in  the  War  of  18 12,  and  was  stationed  on  Dorchester 
Heights.  Afterwards  it  became,  upon  the  formation  of 
an  infantry  company  in  Woburn,  substantially  a  South 
Reading  company,  changing  its  uniform  from  green  to 
gray,  and  its  name  from  its  former  designation  to  tiie 
Washington  Ritle  drays."  Among  its  captains  belong- 
ing to  South  Reading  are  found  the  names  of  William 
Deadman,  Samuel  Wiley,  Jr.,  James  lirown.  Col.  Thomas 
Parker,  Adam  Wiley,  Samuel  Kingman,  Maj.  John  Wiley, 
2d,  and  Daniel  S.  Oliver.  In  the  ranks  served  many 
citizens  who  in  after  years  became  prominent  in  town 
affairs.  The  local  patriotism  centering  about  the  early 
military  organizations  became  a  jDowerf  ul  inspiration  to  the 
youth  of  the  town  toward  an  intense  loyalty  to  country. 


RICHARDSON  LIGHT  GUARD. 

This  narration  brings  us  down  to  the  present  exist- 
ing company,  known  as  Co.  A,  6th  Regiment  !\1.  V . 
M.  'I'his  compaii)-  was  chartered  in  1851,  taking 
the  local  name  of  the  '-Richardson  Light  (aiard,"  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Solon  O.  Richardson,  whcj  had  been  zeal- 
ously interested  in  the  formation  of  the  company  and 
practically  helpful  in  its  membership,  which  was  comi)osecl 
almost  wholly  of  citizens  of  the  town.  Maj.  John  Wiley, 
2d,  was  elected  its  first  captain,  and  its  successive  cap- 
tains have  been  James  V.  luiiersun,  Maj.  Cecj.  <  ).  (J.ir- 
penter,  john  W.  Locke,  IL  D.  Degeii,  Samuel  I'".  Little- 
held,  John  M.  Cate,  (leorge  K.  ( iihiian,  Albert  .Maiislu  lcl, 
Col.  Charles  l-'.  Woodward,  hred  W.  llentz,  Roger  How- 
ard, Charles  .A.  Cheney,  .Maj.  C.eo.  H.  Taylor,  (  linldii 
H.Stearns,  and  Kdward  J.  Cihon,  its  i)reseiit  c  (jminandc-r. 
During  its  entire  existence  it  has  maintained  ,1  high 
degree  of  efticiency,  and  has  faii  ly  and  houDrabl}-  won  the 
distinction  it  now  holds. 


MEMORIAL  TABLETS,  . 
In  llie  Wakelield  Public  biljrary. 

THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 

In  1861,  after  years  of  political  controversy  between 
the  two  great  sections  of  the  Union,  North  and  South, 
had  resulted  in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
I'resident  of  the  United  States,  the  tension  between  the 
two  sections  indicated  almost  to  a  certainty  a  conllict  of 
arms  ;  and  when,  on  April  13,  1861,  the  first  gun  was  tired 
on  Fort  Sumter,  tiie  tension  was  broken,  and  we  then 
knew  that  war  was  inevitable. 

In  anticipation  of  such  an  event,  (iov.  John  A.  Andrew 
had  pre\  iously  caused  the  only  company  then  existing 
in  the  three  towns  of  South  Reading,  Reading,  and  .\onli 
Reading,  viz.,  the  Richardson  Light  C.uard,  of  South 
Reading,  to  be  apprised  of  the  possibility  of  service,  and 
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to  be  in  roacliness  at  a  iiioinent's  notice  to  respond  to  the 
call.  The  company  voted  unanimously  to  be  in  readi- 
ness for  sucli  an  order  ;  and  when,  on  the  nineteenth  day 


C0RCCH«IUtS  W  BuBom 
Co  H,2ko  Rh-t. 

"UHOIOAT  TIC  •«IKI  Of  OlTITbB^*"-  JutV  3(t 

oico  JULv  2G  i6&3,jC.24  1  t,% 
CEOBCE  W.  N  Phoctoh 

Co  tl,2H0  Rtf,  T.  DllD»(WASMINCfON.  DC 
JUMS  25.  lbG2,  >E   32  t'fts 

Milton  C  Hoit 

Cu  0,&Oth  fttc  T  orio  at  wa«, 
JUHf  17.  Iflb3.       2  b  r  ns 
HOHACe  MclNTIHt 
D.  35  th  Rcc't,  iiilo  at  AnDCM^unvuLr.  P^i 
A^HU  5,  IB64.  >C.2  3  Y  f!i.. 

David  P.  McIniihe. 

Co.D.  35tii  Hcc't.oiid  at  iioml. 
FtB.27.  IBSR.A.II  T  n>. 
FflANK  C  WESTOH. 

Co.  D,  bOlH  Rll  T.r.ltD  AT  IIOML, 
O1.1,  14. 1603,  A.   2i  iHi 
ClOftOE  F,  SlMPiOM, 

O  A    lltH  R|C  T,HIU10  AT  TMI  AAITII  Of  TVIUI'M-'Cl 

Mai  b.  11)62.       22  i  "S- 
CHARLES  C.WHlTtHOUSE, 
to,  D.  5OIH  Hf-C  T.OIIO  AT  MCME. 
Auo,  It..  1S63,  /t,  24  V  Ki, 

Nathaniel  Nichols. 

Co.  0.  'jOTiI  Rtt  T  nUO  AT  HOMI. 
SlPT  23,  18*3.  «.  33  V  KS. 

Amos  B.  Nichols. 

Co    D,  50TM  Ricl.  OILli  AT  MoUJiO  CiTt 
Auc.  4,  ISG3  A  20  t  111 

tiiJAH  H.  Nichols. 

Co,  I.  3nn  Cav  uiio  AT  Batos  Rouct. 
JuiY  2S,  181-3   /t   10  t  us. 

Edwin  S,  Conly, 

Co,  B.Ui  Bahaliom    nito  at  Momi. 
Fio  n,  IttbO.  A    32  y'RS. 

Sehc.  Warren  C.  RArwER, 

Co,  C,  ;2ko  111  RtC  I.lJIlB  AT  Vli  K-noRi^ 


i.lbli  J,  A 


MEMORIAL  TABLE  F, 
111  Klim  Mtiiiuri.il  li.ill,  Nimh  Kciding. 

of  April  (a  day  full  of  sij^niticance  to  citizens  of  Middle- 
sex County),  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  the  old  town  bell 
sounded  its  expected  signal,  the  company  assembled  at 
the  armor)',  and  before  live  o'clock  P.  M.  were  on  their 
way  to  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston,  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
The  news  of  the  attack  on  the  6th  Regiment  at  Balti- 
more added  fire  to  the  already  Haming  zeal  of  the  com- 
mand, and  as  Capt.  John  \V.  Locke  and  his  eighty-seven 
men  marched  out  to  their  destination,  it  was  evident  to 
all  that  the  military  prestige  of  old  Reading  had  abated 
not  one  jot  or  tittle  from  its  ancient  and  historic  renown. 

The  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  this  service  was  for 
three  months.  The  company  was  attached  to  the  5th 
Regiment  as  Co.  1>,  Col.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  of  Med- 
ford,  being  in  command  of  the  regiment.  They  were  the 
second  regiment  to  arrive  at  the  national  capital,  and 
were  quartered  at  first  in  the  Treasury  building  in  Wash- 
ington, and  afterwards  in  camp  at  Alexandria,  Va., 
where  they  assisted  in  the  erection  of  Fort  Ellsworth  ;  and 
were  engaged  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  where  several 
were  wounded  and  three  taken  prisoflers,  viz.  :  Sergt. 
George  W.  Aborn,  James  H.  (higgs,  and  Frank  L. 
'J'ibbetts. 

Soon  after  this  company  had  left  for  the  seat  of  war, 
Maj.  John  Wiley,  2d,  was  authorized  to  recruit  a  company 
to  serve  for  three  years.    This  company  was  attached  to 


the  1 6th  Regiment  as  Co.  E,  and  serx  ed  in  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  was  composed  of  seventeen  officers  and 
non-commissioned  ofificers  antl  eiglU\  -se\  en  j^rivates. 

Jn  August,  1862,  upon  the  call  of  the  President  for 
volunteers  to  serve  for  nine  months,  the  Richardson 
Light  Guard  again  xolunteeied  its  services,  were  ac- 
cepted, and  assignetl  as  Co.  F,,  50th  Regiment.  Samuel 
¥.  Littletield  was  elected  captain  in  place  of  II.  D. 
Degen,  who  had  been  appointetl  (luaitermaster  uf  the 
regiment,  and  Capt.  Jolm  W.  Lotke  was  prnnKited  to 
lieutenant-colonel.  At  the  same  time  a  conipaii)-  had 
been  formed  in  Reailing,  umler  the  command  of  Capt. 
Josiah  W.  Coburn,  which  was  also  assigned  tn  the  ^o\.\\ 
Regiment  as  Co.  D.  This  regiment  was  made  a  part 
of  the  expedition  to  Louisiana  under  Cieii.  X.  1'.  iS.mks. 
They  were  stationed  at  liaton  Rouge,  l.a.,  and  took  |iart 
in  the  assault  and  capture  of  Port  Hudson.  .\  large 
number  died  of  malaria  while  stationed  at  IkUon  Rouge, 
and  were  buried  there.  The  regiment  returned  lioiiie  in 
August,  1863. 

In  iiS64,  when  the  national  capital  was  thought  to  lu- 
in  danger,  a  call  was  issued  for  troops  to  ser\e  lor  one 
hundred  days.  The  Richardson  Light  Guard  again  re- 
sponded, and  were  attacheil  to  the  8th  Regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Benjamin   F.  Peach,  jr.,  as  Co.  F. 


Clbridcc  U.  Burrill. 

Co.  D.  IIT    HlAVT  AntlLUBT, 
RlLLtB  AT  SPOTTtTLVAHIA  CoWBT  HoUtt, 

M«  19.  Iie4  X..21  r  ■>. 

CHRfSTOPHCR  C.  Damon, 

Co.  D.  50th  RiC'T.  DItO  AT  HOMt, 

Juai  16.  1864,  /C.  39  T  «•. 

Samuel  B  Cross. 

Co.A.33ri>  RicT.  HittiNC. 
j£,  43  Y  »i. 

□  CNNis  Crane, 

Co  D.  26th.  Rcct.  duo  at  wah, 
Sirr.  2S.  1864  X.  3S  TA>. 
CEORCE  W.  Creen, 
Co,0.  SOth  Ricr.  dicd  at  momi, 
»«PT  20  1864.  /I,  20  r  «• 
EiRA  MClNTIRE. 
Co,  0.  12th  Riot  oiid  ai  home, 
Ft!  20.  I8&3,  K.  40  T  HI 

Charlcs  H  McIatire, 

Co  0.  26th  RiCT.okd  at  NtW  OHLtAH*. 
Fii  22.  1663. <C  21  (ut 
Nathan  T.  Travis 

Co,  a, Sharp  Shootiri,  biio  at  PooiikviLLl. 
Oct,  9.  1861,  «  30  i>i 

Henry  A.  Cates. 

Co,  0,  SOth  Rict.  dico  at  war. 
Aoc.  7.  1863. /f.  22  v'm 
RUFUS   F.  SMELOON, 
Co  □.  Isr  HiAvr  AniiLLiRT.  dko  at  Concoro.  N  H 
Oct.  31.  1863  A.  18  t  ri 

FRANCIS  S.  Flint. 

Co.  H,  ItTN  Rlirr.  KILIIO  AT  THI  lATTLt  0> 
ClTTTIRURC.JULr  3.I863.>C  19  T'Rl. 

Charlci  p.  Flint. 
Co.  H,IST  Rcc't,  rill[>  at  Baton  Rouct. 
Apr.  17.  IB«],  jC.  25  r1i>. 
Oanicl  Swan, 

Co.  D,  llT  HKAVT  ArTULIMT,  WOVMDIO  IIRONK 
PITIRSIURC,  MEO  JWLT  8. 1864,  >C.  49  T'R*. 


MEMORIAL  TABLET, 
111  Klim  Meiiiini.il  II. ill,  Nmlli  RL-,\cliii.!». 


In  this  campaign  they  were  stationed  in  llaltimore  and 
vicinity,  and  returned  home  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
term  of  enlistment. 
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During  the  continuance  of  tin-  war,  the  three  headings 
responded  to  every  call  for  vokuiteers.  Individually  and 
in  groups,  as  inclination  or  duly  led  them,  they  were 
found  in  every  arm  of  the  service.  Infantry,  cavalr\', 
artiller)',  nav)',  and  (jther  branches  of  ser\'ice  weie  rup- 
resented  by  enlistments  from  the  tiiree  towns.  South 
Reading  furnished,  during  the  war,  including  reenlist- 
ments,  505  men,  of  whom  18  were  killed  in  battle,  and 
42  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service, 

Reading  furnished  411  men,  of  whom  15  were  killed 
in  battle,  and  33  died  from  disease;  and  North  Reading 
fLirnished  137  men,  of  whom  7  were  killed  in  battle,  19 
died  from  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  one  of  whom 
died  at  Anderson  vill6  prison,  and  one  was  missing. 

I'iie  "Roll  of  Honor"  of  South  Reading  soldiers  is 
perpetuated  on  marble  tablets  in  the  public  reading-room 


of  the  town  library,  a  p)iotograi:)hic  illustration  appearing 
on  page  2<j  r . 

'Hie  "heroic  dead"  of  the  town  of  Reading  are  in- 
scribed upon  the  soldiers'  monument  in  Laurel  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, and  a  list  of  their  names,  together  with  their  service, 
])eing  enrolled  in  this  memorial  \  okune,  on  page  309. 

'I'he  names  of  the  immortal  dead  of  North  Reading 
appear  upon  tablets  in  Flint  Alemorial  Hall,  a  photo- 
graphic illustration  appearing  on  the  preceeding  page, 
to  which  should  be  added  the  name  of  Ruggles  Watts, 
color  sergeant  of  the  33d  Regiment,  killed  in  battle. 


THE  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

A  t  the  close  of  the  war  there  existed  but  a  few  orga- 
nizations of  veterans  for  fraternal,  social,  or  charitable 
purposes. 


The  organization  of  the  (Irand  Arin\'  of  the  Republic 
was  the  culmination  of  an  indefinite  number  (jf  inili\'id- 
ual  and  cognate  associations,  which  had  si^rung  into 
being  at  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  all  o\'er 
the  Nortii,  each  imbued  with  a  like  i)urpose,  and  each 
meeting  the  local  needs  of  the  community  in  which  they 
were  se\'erally  located,  but  having  no  binding  aHuiilx-  be- 
tween them  except  the  general  sentiment  ol  ccjinrade- 
ship.  Among  the  first  of  these  foirned  in  Massachusetts 
was  Post  12,  of  Wakelield. 

II.  M.  W.vkRKN  I'osr,  No.  12,  (].  A.  R. 

Post  12,  of  Wakelield,  was  chartered  August  16,  1S67, 
and  its  first  commander  was  J''iank  W.  ila)(leii. 

Its  watchwords  are  "  l''rateriiil\-,"  "  C'liarily,"  and 
"Lo)'alt\',"  and  no  fraternity  was  cvei-  more  sin(eie,  no 


charity  more  unselfish,  and  no  loyalty  more  un(|uesti(jned 
than  theirs.  Of  the  \'ast  sums  set  apart  for  relief,  every 
dollar  has  been  faithfully  and  conscientiously  devoted  to 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  conuades  and  their  fami- 
lies, and  this  is  the  life  work  of  the  (iiand  Army  dl  the 
Repii])lic. 

Wakefield,  known  under  the  several  names  of  Reading, 
South  Reading,  and  Wakefield,  from  the  time  of  its  lirst 
settlement,  in  1639,  to  the  present  time,  iSi)4.  has  always 
been  distinguished  for  its  military  spirit;  and,  according 
to  Eaton's  "  History  of  Reading,"  the  first  military  corps 
of  Reading  was  formed,  probalil)'  at  the  time  of  the  town's 
incorporation,  in  1644."  Other  companies  followed,  and 
in  1851,  the  jjresent  Richardson  Light  Ouard,"  desig- 
nated as  Co.  A,  6th  Regiment,  was  formed,  with  John 
Wiley,  2d,  as  its  first  captain.  Its  story  is  eloc|uently  ex- 
pressed in  Eaton's  '•  History  of  Reading,"  and  need  not 
be  reproduced  here,  except  to  note  the  fact  that  upon 
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three  sepanite  occasions,  in  times  of  emergency,  during 
the  war  of  tlie  Rebellion,  this  company  volunteered  its 
service  to  the  g()\ernmeiit  of  tiie  United  States,  and  did 
good  service  at  the  lirst  battle  of  lUiU  Run,  \'a.  ;  at 
the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La.;  and  at  Baltimore,  Mtl. 
This  service  is  inseparabl)'  connected  with  the  post  in 
Wakefield  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  as  many  members  of  the 
(j.  A.  R.  earned,  in  these  several  ser\  ices,  the  right  to 
become  members  of  the  Grand  Army;  and  while  all  hon- 
orably discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  are  eligible  to 
membership,  and  many  are  members  of  the  (i.  A.  R. 
service  in  the  local  organization  would  naturally  pre- 
dominate, ami  now  number  about  one  half  of  the  present 
membership  of  Post  12.  Tiie  following  captains  of  this 
company  also  served  in  the  army,  as  follows :  Capt. 
John  Wiley,  captain  of  Co.  K,  16th  Regiment;  John  W. 
l.ocke,  captain  Co.  15,  5th  Regiment,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  50th  Regiment;  il.  I).  I  )egen,  (|uarterinaster 
50th  Regiment;  S.  F.  I.ittlefield,  captain  Co.  E,  50th 
Regiment,  and  captain  Co.  K,  8th  Regiment  ;  John  M. 
Cate,  Co.  1),  33d  Regiment. 

Post  12  was  named  for  Horace  M.  Warren,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  \olunteers  in  1861.  His  service  was 
varied  and  always  brilliant.  Upon  his  return  from  the 
first  three  months'  service,  he  enlisted  ui  Co.  E,  20th 
Regiment,  and  was  made  first  sergeant,  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Balls  liluf'f  in  the  arm,  body, 
and  leg,  which  incapacitated  him  from  further  service  with 
a  musket,  and  was  elected  first  lieutenant  in  Co.  E,  50th 
Regiment,  and  served  during  the  term  of  enlistment  — 
nine  months.  Upon  his  return  he  was  appointed  adjutant 
of  the  59th  Regiment,  and  was  promoted  to  major  after 
having  been  mortally  wountled  in  the  battle  of  Weldon 
Railroad.  He  died  August  27,  1864  (on  page  288).  The 
military  spirit  of  the  old  town  has  never  waned.  'Phe 
same  spirit  which  prompted  ser\  ice  in  defense  of  a  common 
country  also  contributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the  sup- 
port of  such  ser\'ice,  and  whether  in  the  army  or  -at  the 
close  of  the  war  necessity  urged  assistance  to  woundetl 
or  disabled  comrades,  the  citizens  of  the  town  have 
always  responded  with  a  liberality  which  none  can  ques- 
tion, and  with  a  heartiness  which  the  necessity  prompted. 
I'or  a  number  of  year.s  Post  12  occupied  quarters  in  halls 
hired  for  the  purpose.  I'"airs  and  entertainments  of 
\'arious  kinds  were  held,  the  proceeds  being  applied  to 
the  relief  of  needy  veterans  and  their  families.  In  1892, 
the  town,  having  determined  to  build  a  new  and  commo- 
dious school  building  on  Academy  Hill,  voted  to  sell  the 
old  academy  building  to  Post  12,  for  the  sum  of  It 
was  soon  after  moved  to  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  mend)ers 
of  the  post  as  a  post  associatitju,  and  was  fitted  to  meet 
the  recpiirements  of  the  post  and  its  auxiliary  associa- 
tions, —  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  .Sons  of  Veterans. 

VlCTERAN    PoSr   No.  If)4. 

The  first  association  of  veterans  formed  in  Reading 
was  in  May,  1870,  and  was  called  the  "  Reading  Veteran 
Association,"  Col.  Carroll  1).  Wright  being  elected  its  first 
commander.  Its  object,  as  stated  in  the  preamble,  was 
"to  foster  and  cherish  the  sacred  memories  of  the  days 


when,  as  patriots,  we  de\'oted  ourseKes  to  the  defense  of 
our  free  institutions,"  and  the  onl)'  (|ualilication  for  mem- 
liership  was  iKjnorahle  ser\'ice  in  liie  aiiny  or  na\y  <if  the 
Lfnited  States  duiing  the  w'.iv  (il  the  Rebelliiin.  'I'he 
association  ctjuniu'iued  with  a  mcmbeiship  of  about 
se\'enty,  and  conlimied  in  its  local  charitable  mission 
until  January,  18S9,  when  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  ;i  closer 
luiion  with  the  (iraiid  Army  of  the  Republic  became 
manifest,  and  on  the  thirtieth  d.iy  of  Januar\-,  the  asso- 
ciation voted  to  disband  and  Iransfei"  all  funds  and  prop- 
erty to  the  i^ost  then  in  piocess  ol  formation.  The  fust 
meeting  of  this  post  of  the  Cirand  Arm\-  was  lieKl  Marc  h 
14,  1889,  and  was  designated  as  Veteran  Post  No.  1(^4, 
Walter  S.  Parker  being  elected  its  lirst  commander. 
Comrades  from  the  three  towns  had  enrtjlled  their  nanu-s 
with  Post  12,  but  upon  the  institution  of  thi-,  i)ost,  mo-.t 
of  the  C(;mrades  living  in  Reading  recei\ed  transfer  cards, 
and  Ijecame  mendjers  of  Post  11)4. 


MAJ.  NATHAN  0.  STOODLEY. 

.\a  ruAN  I).  SiODiM.rv  claims  rcjilsnujulh,  \.  II.,  as  his  hirtii- 
pkice.  lit;  was  buiii  in  tlial  city  Maixli  9,  iSjJ.  Ili--  |KiiL-nls  wciu 
Nallian  I),  and  .Sally  A.  .Stcioilley.  t'litil  ihc  age  of  sixteen  lie  at- 
tended the  Lommoii  slIhidK  more  m  less  regularly,  siipplementiiii;  tlie 
knowledge  thus  gained  liy  a  wiile  r.mge  of  reading.  .\s  a  liusiness 
man  he  has  always  been  identilied  with  the  shoe  trade,  as  mal>er, 
manufacturer,  and  retailer. 

When  I'resiileiit  l.nnc.ln  issued  his  tall  for  three  liundied  thou- 
sanil  more  troops  in  tlie  summer  of  icSdj,  Mr.  .Stoodle),  then  a  resi- 
dent of  I'eterhoro,  X.  II.,  raiseil  a  company  of  one  hundred  men  .ind 
was  commissioned  captain.  'I'liis  conip.iiiy  joined  tlie  i^lh  New 
Hampshire  N'oUmteeis,  uniler  command  of  (,'ol.  .\.  I',  Ste\ens,  .ind 
participaleil  in  many  of  the  battles  of  the  war.  In  iS()4,  for  "iiieii- 
torious  work  in  tlie  battles  arouiul  Kich iiioiul,"  he  was  promoted  and 
became  a  major.  lie  had  the  hoiiorof  commaiuling  and  leading  the 
lirst  L'niiui  regiment  into  the  city  of  kichnicuid  upon  its  capitula- 
ticui. 

.Majol"  .Stoodley  was  wedded  to  Rebecca  .\.  ( loldtli waite,  of  Teter- 
boro,  X.  II.,  1  )ec.  15,  I S  ^o.  (  )ne  daughter,  .Sarah  l,i//.ie,  wife  of 
Praiicis  .\ppleton,  of  I  .owell,  resulted  friuii  the  unicui.  .\pril  1, 
1S91,  he  elitereil  upon  the  duties  of  postmaster  ot  Reading,  a  |)osi- 
ticm  he  has  since  tilled  most  cieditably.  lie  has  been  an  ,icti\e 
member  of  the  masonic  order  for  nearly  forty  years  ;  w.is  master  of 
the  Relerluno  l,(jdge,  and  lirst  m.ister  of  (iood  .S.im.uit.ui  l.oilge  (jf 
Reading;  was  lirst  hii;h  |)riest  of  Reailiiig  Royal  .\rch  Chapter, 
lie  also  holds  membeiship  in  N'eteran  I'ost  194,  A.  R.,  and 
the  Loyal  l.egi(jil. 


,1')  .ii    .  -  ; 


•I  ■  1. 


,7/    r,,l.,|  1.' 
ill.'  11  lil     '  : 

.  '/:   itlU  i    ;  It;-.'  " 


—  in-)'  '  i  ■ ! '  'iJ'  ;••  s 


■4     -..ll  :J11 


.ill.., 


oi"  I'm-:  ANCMi'-.N  r  'h^wn  oI'  rI'.ddinc. 


'I'lic  Cdiiiniaiulci  s  of  N'etcr.m  I'ost  No.  i  94  luu  e  been  : 
Walter  S.  I'arker,  iS<S(j  and  1S90;  Cyrus  M.  Barrows, 
1891  and  1892  ;  (ieorge  W.  Cook,  1893;  Jesse  S.  Pen- 
dergracc,  1894;  Samuel  T.  Sweetser,  1895. 


riEHORIAL  DAY. 

Oi\K  of  llie  most  helpful  and  beautiful  taistoms  of  the 
(j.  A.  R.  is  its  obser\'ance  of  Memorial  i  )ay.  The  order 
establishing  this  beautiful  and  impressive  service  was 
issued  by  Ceneral  Logan,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Ci.  A.  R.,  May  s,  186S,  in  which  he  designated  May  30 
as  a  da\'  set  apart  "  for  the  purpose  of  strewing  with 
llowers,  or  otherwise  decorating  the  graves  of  comrades 
who  died  in  defense  of  their  country  ckiring  the  late 
Rebellion,  and  whose  bodies  now  lie  in  almost  every  cit)', 
village,  and  handet  churchyard  in  the  land." 

'I'he  day  thus  set  apart  became  from  that  time  known 
and  observed  generally  as  Memorial  Day.  The  exercises 
vary  in  detail,  but  usually  consist  of  a  parade  witii  music 
and  a  military  escort,  when  practicable,  to  the  cemeteries, 
and  in  the  e\ening  an  oration  or  address.  On  that  day 
the  conu'ades  assemble  in  their  post-room,  where  e\er- 
green  wreaths  or  crosses  and  bunches  of  llowers  ha\'e 
been  pre\'iousl\-  prepared  for  each  grave  to  be  decorated, 
i'his  work  has  been  for  man)'  \ears,  in  Wakefield  and  in 
most  cities  and  tow  ns  in  our  \-icinity,  graluitousl)'  assumed 
and  gratefully  performed  by  the  \V(jman's  Relief  Corps. 
A  cross  or  wreath,  together  with  a  bunch  of  llowers,  are 
gi\en  to  each  coniiade  in  line,  and  to  the  .Sons  of  Vct- 
eians  ])arading  with  them,  and  pieceded  by  a  band  of 
music  and  the  esctJit,  proceed  to  the  cemeteries.  Here 
a  detachment  of  comratles,  espial  in  number  to  the  graves 
to  be  decorated  in  a  gi\'en  portion  of  the  cemeter)',  are 
assigned  to  detachment  commanders,  and  each  detach- 
ment is  then  marched  over  the  ground  to  be  covered, 
and  one  comrade  is  posted  at  each  grave  ;  at  a  signal 
from  the  bugle  ever}'  comrade  stands  at  attention  and 
unc(jvers.  At  the  secontl  signal  the  comrades  kneel  at 
the  gra\'e,  and  each  deposits  his  wreath  or  cross  and 
lowers  upon  the  grax'e  assigned  him.  At  the  third  signal 
all  arise,  and  cov  er,  and  assend)le  upon  each  commander. 
The  custoni  here  has  been  next  to  proceed  to  the  soldiers' 
lot,  where  appropriate  exercises,  provided  by  the  ritual, 
are  observed,  and  the  lot  is  strewn  with  flowers  and  ever- 
greens in  memory  of  those  whose  bodies  are  now  resting 
in  Southern  or  other  unknown  graves.  The  line  of  march 
is  then  taken  up  for  the  post  headquarters,  where  the 
post  is  dismissed.  Previous  to  Memorial  Day,  small 
Hags  are  procured  by  the  post,  marked  with  each  soldier's 
name  whose  grave  is  to  be  decorated,  and  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  grave  where  the  body  lies.  The  post  again 
assembles  in  the  evening,  in  full  uniform,  and  proceeds 
to  the  hall  where  the  oration  is  to  be  delivered.  'l"he 
exercises  usually  consist  of  music,  singing,  reading  the 
"  Roll  of  Honor  "  by  the  adjutant,  a  brief  address  of 
welcome  by  the  comm.inder,  and  a  more  elaborate  address 
b\'  the  orator  secured  for  the  occasion.  The  jjost  is 
accompanied  by  the  \Voman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of 


Veterans.  (  )f  late  years,  the  post  has  been  .issisled  in 
the  decoration  of  graves  by  the  Wakelield  High  School 
Cadets,  an  organization  representing  the  military  educa- 
ticjn  of  the  high  school,  and  who,  with  the  .Sons  of  \  et- 
erans,  are  taking  the  place  of  deceased  or  dis.djK.'d 
veterans.  Memorial  Day  has  been  made  a  legal  holidav 
b)'  the  States  of  California,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Nebraska,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  ^'ork,  Ohio,  ( )iegon,  I'enn- 
s)'lvania,  Rhode  Island,  N'ermonl,  and  Wisconsin,  and  in 
J  883,  the  national  encampment  adopted  a  resolution 
recpiesling  Congress  to  make  it  a  nalion.d  holid.i)'. 

Memorial  Day,  1894,  was  fittingly  observed  on  the 
aljove  lines  on  the  da)'  following  the  celebr.ilion  ol  anni- 
versary day  at  Reading. 

The  custom  is  also  observed  of  attentling  serv  ices  in 
some  one  of  the  several  churches  on  the  Snnda)'  preced- 
ing Memorial  Day. 

TiiK  Wuman's    Ri':i,ii:k  Cori's. 

The  first  organization  of  ladies  for  acti\'e  cooperation 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  formed  at 
Portland,  Me.,  in  1869,  under  the  title  of  Posworth  Relief 
Corps,  auxiliary  to  llosworth  Post  of  that  city.  The  fust 
Slate  organization  of  these  societies  was  [)erfected 
at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  in  April,  1879,  ^"tlc'r  the  title 
"Woman's  Relief  Corps."  Propositions  had  been  made 
in  the  national  encampment  at  \aiious  times  prior  to 
that  year,  to  encourage  the  formation  of  these  societies, 
but  nothing  practical  was  done  by  that  body  to  carry 
out  any  such  suggestions  until  in  1881,  when  the  cliap- 
lain-in-chief,  Rev.  Joseph  l'\  Lovering,  urged  upon  the 
national  encampment  the  dut)'  of  giving  them  ofl'icial  rec- 
ognition. A  resolution  api)roving  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  was  then  adopted,  and  ihev  were 
also  authorized  to  add  to  their  title,  Auxiliar)'  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic." 

The  objects  of  the  association  .ire  :  — 

To  specially  aid  aiul  assist  ihe  (niiml  Army  of  llic  Ki  piililii , 
anil  to  purpctiiate  the  nifiiiory  of  tliuir  heioii.  iIl.hI.  To  as-,i>t  sui.li 
I' iiion  \  Llerans  as  nuL-ti  oiii'  lu-lp  anil  prolcLliou,  anil  lo  cxtt  iul  iiuni- 
fnl  aid  to  their  widows  and  orphans.  To  tind  ihein  homes  ,ind  eiii- 
ploymeiit,  and  assnre  them  of  symp.ilhyand  tiiinds.  To  i  heiish 
and  eninlate  the  deeds  of  our  armv  nui"se>,  ,m<l  ol  .dl  lo\,il  uonien 
who  rendered  lo\in!;  serv  ice  lo  iheir  Lonntiy  in  tier  hour  ot  pe'ril. 
To  inculcate  lessons  of  patriotism  ,ind  lo\  e  of  i.ouiili  v  ajiion;;  our 
children,  aiul  in  the  communities  in  which  we  li\e.  To  luaiuKun 
true  .dlej^iance  to  the  I  nited  Stales  of  America.  Vn  discounte- 
nance whatever  tends  to  weaken  loyaltv,  and  to  encoura;_;e  the 
spread  of  universal  liherly  and  eipial  rights  to  all  men. 

H.  M.  Warren  Corps  69,  W.  R.  C,  was  organized 
March  17,  1886.  Mrs.  Juliette  Anderson  w;is  elected 
first  president,  serving  from  March  17,  1886,  lo  Sept. 
22,  1S87.  Mrs.  C.  Delia  Locke  was  next  electetl,  serv- 
ing from  Sept.  22,  1887,  to  January,  1890..  Mrs.  .Mary 
P.  Aborn  elected  president  in  December,  i8S(),  and 
served  tojanuar)',  1891.  Mrs.  Abbie  E.  C.  Paton  was 
elected  president  at  the  close  of  the  previous  term,  and 
served  until  January,  i8c)2,  when  .Mrs.  Rav'  E.  Lane 
was  elected,  ])resident,  and  served  iinlil  Januai)',  i8(;|. 
Mrs.  Susie  A.  Crosb)'  was   then  elected  president,  ,ind 
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now  holds  oflice.  The  coi|5s  organized  with  seventy- 
six  charter  members,  ha\in^  lost  by  death  ten  mem- 
bers, and  now  ha\'e  a  meml)ersliip  of  ninely-se\en.  'I'he 
corps  has  maintained  itself  as  a  stroni;'  workinij;  body, 
rendering  genertnis  and  f.dtliful  assistance  in  e\ery 
known  case  of  destitution  or  sulTerinj^,  and  has  warndy 
commended  itself  io  the  community  for  its  de\'Olion  to 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  formed.  ,  . 

Vk'I'kran   Rkmkk  Cori's,  Xo.  128. 

Veteran  Relief  Corps  of  Reading,  No.  12S,  auxiliary 
to  Veteran  Post,  No.  11)4,  was  instituted  .\pril  30,  1890, 
with  thirty-three  charter  mend)ers,  .Mrs.  Augusta  K. 
Rarrows  being  elected  as  its  lirst  president,  and  tilled 
that  position  in  a  ver\'  ellicient  manner  for  thiee  years, 
when  she  was  succeeded  bv  Mrs.  Annie  S.  Nichols,  who 
served  faithfully  for  two  years,  when  the  present  incum- 
bent of  that  ortue,  Mrs.  .\nnie  AT.  Kames,  was  elected. 
'I"he  corps  now  num!)  ers  ei^f  i)- 
three  members,  each  earnest  in  the 
work,  and  zealously  ali\e  to  the 
objects  of  the  order,  as  pi'e\  iously 
described  in  the  national  (jrganiza- 
tion.  ( )ne  of  its  members,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hetlcr,  is  eighty-three  years 
of  age.  She  lost  her  husband  and 
one  son  in  the  war,  the  son  being 
the  tirst  volunteer  from  Rearling  to 
be  killed.  Since  its  organi/aticjn 
the  corps  has  expended,  in  relief  to 
veterans  and  their  families,  the  sum 
of  $236  ;  their  ministrations  in  other 
directions,  like  all  organizations  of 
this  character,  cannot  be  measured 
in  coin,  it  is  the  full  comiilcment 
of  their  hearts'  service.  A  part  of 
the  service  of  Memorial  Dav  is  an 
offering  to  the  unknown  dead,  w  hen 
the  graves  of  members  and  veterans 
are  strewn  with  llowers. 

North  Reading  has  no  (Irand 
Army  post  or  relief  corj^s,  but  the 
spirit  which  prompts  (Irand  .\rmy 

])osts  and  relief  corps  in  (jther  places  animates  her  citizens, 
and  the  names  upon  her  tablets,  and  the  charity  "  that 
seeketh  not  her  own,"'  attest  the  loyalty  of  her  citizens 
in  the  living  present  to  the  care  of  her  veterans  and  their 
dependents,  and  places  her,  with  her  sister  towns,  in  the 
rank  and  prestige  of  her  former  years. 


original  order  continued  in  existence  until  .\iigiisl,  iS.SO, 
when  a  consolidaliim  took  place  with  the  .Sons  of  Vet- 
erans (jf  the  I'nited  States  of  America. 

its  objects  are  —  "'bo  keep  green  the  memories  of  <nu' 
fatheis  and  their  sacrifices  for  the  maintenance  <jf  the 
I'nion.  i'o  aid  the  mendiers  of  the  (irand  \nn\'  of  the 
Republic  in  caring  ior  tlieir  heli)lcss  and  disabled  \ct- 
erans.  To  extend  aid  and  [jrotec  lion  to  the  w  idows  and 
orphans.  'i"o  perpetuate  the  memory  and  histor\'  of 
their  heroic  dead,  and  the  pi()|)er  observance  of  Memo- 
rial Day.  'I"o  aid  and  assist  wortlu  and  needy  mend)ers 
of  the  order.  To  incidcate  patriotism  and  hjve  (jf  tountrv, 
not  alone  among  our  menil)ershi[i,  butanKjiig  all  tlic  peo- 
p\e  of  our  land,  and  to  spread  and  sustain  the  tloctrine  of 
eipial  rights,  universal  libert) ,  .uid  justice  to  all.'' 

'i'he  order  is  military  in  its  character,  the  tommantler 
of  the  local  camp  l)eing  a  captain,  and  of  the  .State  divi- 
sion .1  colonel. 


SONS  OF  VETERANS. 

The  order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  originated  with 
Anna  M.  Ross,  Post  No.  94,  (I.  A.  R.,9f  J'hiladelphia,  in 
1878.  Other  posts  in  Piiiladelphia  and  throughout  the 
State  formed  cadet  corps  in  connection  with  their  posts. 

Later  dissensions  arose  among  the  members  of  the 
I'ennsylvania  division,  and,  in  1883,  thirty-three  of  its 
camps  withdrew  from  the  division  and  joined  the  organ- 
ization founded  by  Major  i)a\  is.    W  hat  remainetl  of  tiie 


GEN.  JOHN  F.  REYNOLDS,  CAMP  23,       '  '  '  ■    '     ■,  ' 

.Sims  of  Vclur.ins,  ivcidiii;.;.  '  ^ 

(ll-.N.    J()H\     1''.    Rk\  N'Ol.lis    (".\MI',     Nil.    23.  , 

(len.  John  V.  Iveynolds  Camj^,  No.  23,  of  Iveading, 
was  instituted  Sept.  1,  18S7,  with  twelve  charter  members. 
It  was  named  for  (len.  bihn  F.  Iveynolds,  liie  \T)ung  and 
gallant  hero  of  ( '.etlysburg. 

Since  its  organization  sixty-six  recruits  ha\-e  been  mus- 
tered, and  its  increase  in  membership  has  but  inten- 
sified the  desire  of  the  Sons  to  emulate  the  Veterans  in 
their  distincti\e  and  coordinate  work  of  unassuming 
charit)'. 

'i'he  following  (jflicers  lia\'e  been  in  command  :  .\mos 
C.  Nichols,  bihn  W.  Webster,  Martin  J.  DeRonde,  Her- 
bert l";.  Afclntire,  (leorge  W.  ISraxton. 

II.   M.   W.Nkui  \   C.xMi'  3  1,    S.  .11  V. 

11.  M.  Warren  Camp  34,  S.  of  \''.,  of  Wakefudd,  was 
instituted    in    1890,   with   sex'enteen    ch. liter  membeis. 
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WlI.LIAi\r  NICHOLS  TVLKR  was  born  in 
Andover,  Mass.,  I  )ec.  7,  if^34.  His  fatliL-r  was 
John  A.  Tyler,  who  descended  from  Abraham  in  the  town 
of  I'.oxford.  His  mother  was  Afarian  L.  Nichols,  who 
descended  through  Sanuiel  from  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Reading  and  who  inherited  with  lier  brother, 
Hero  \Vm.,  and  her  sisters, Caroline  11.,  wife  of  M.  F.  Leslie, 
K.li/.a  ['.,  and  Afaria  A.,  liie  old  homestead  on  Cowdrey's 
Hill,  long  known  as  the  Kendall  Parker  house.  'Lhe 
family  settled  here  in  1.S40,  coming  from  Salem,  Mass. 
William  N.  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  the 
last  attendance  being  in  the  high  school  under  J'rederick 

A.  Sawyer,  who  later,  during  the  reconstruction  period  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  L'nited  States  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
and  worked  at  that  business  with  his  father  between 
school  hours.     After  leaving 

school  he  sought  other  em- 
ployment, but  not  tinding 
occupation  in  li  i  s  chosen 
field,  the  clothing  business, 
learned  t  h  e  hair-dressing 
business  at  the  United  States 
Hotel,  lioston,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  that  busi- 
ness in  South  Reading,  some 
time  previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  married,  Xo\ .  17, 
1859,  .Mar\'  l^^llen  Skinner, 
daughter  of  'i'homas  1!.  and 
IMiebe  (Smith)  Skinner,  and 
who,  previous  to  that  time, 
had  1)  e  e  n  emplo)'ed  a  s 
teacher  in  llie  pul.)lic  schools 
of  South  Reading. 

In  1S61,  when  war  leaped 
like  a  Hash  into  actual  exist- 
ence, the  ''  Richardson  I-ight 
(iuard  "  volunteered  its  ser- 
vice and  was  assigned  as  Co. 

B,  5th  Regiment.  Mr.  Tyler 
had  been  a  member  of  this 
company  for  some  time,  and 
with  it  left  immediately  upon  notice  and  was  engaged  in 
the  first  battle  of  the  war,  the  Battle  of  ISull  Run,  luly 
21,  iiSGi.  He  returned  home  with  the  company  and  was 
mustered  out  July  31,  i>S6i,  on  expiration  of  term  of 
service.  Cpon  the  call  of  President  Lincoln,  in  1862,  for 
seventy-five  thousand  troops  to  serve  for  nine  months, 
this  company  again  \olunteered  its  services  and  was 
assigned  as  Co.  E,  50th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers. Mr.  Tyler  was  made  corporal,  mustered  into 
service  Sept.  19,  1862,  and  assignjid  to  duty  in  the 
Department  of  the  Culf,  under  (Jeneral  JJanks.  They 
were  quartered  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  and  were  present  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son and  at  the  two  principal  assaults  of  May  27  and 
June  14.  i'ort  Hudson  surrendered  July  8,  1863,  and 
shortly  after  the  regiment  was  sent  home  by  way  of  the 
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Mississippi  River,  wiiicli  the  fall  of  N'icksburg  and  i'ort 
Hudson  had  ojjened.  The  company  was  mustered  out 
Aug.  24,  1863.  In  1864,  when  Piesident  Lincoln  called 
for  troo]5S  to  serve  for  one  lumdred  days,  the  above- 
named  ct)mpany  again  volunteered  its  services  and  were 
assigned  as  Co.  L,  8th  Massachusetts  \'ohuileers.  Mr. 
Tyler  was  appointed  sergeant  and  shortl)'  after  was 
ap|)()inted  sergeant-major  by  Col.  JJenj.  P.  Peach,  Jr. 
'i'he  regiment  was  distrilnited  by  companies  in  various 
localities  along  the  Paltimore  \-  Ohio  Railroad,  and  were 
mustered  out  Nov.  10,  1864,  having  seen  no  special  ser- 
\'ice  in  battle.  Upon  the  return  of  the  legiment  Colonel 
Peach  desired  the  sergent-major  to  continue  in  ser\'ice, 
and  on  the  2(>[\\  of  July,  1S76,  appointed  him  pay-master 
of  the  8th  Regiment  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  In 
this  capacity  he  remained,  visiting  with  the  regiment  the 

Centennial  Exposition  in 
Philadelpiiia,  until  in  July, 
1879,  he  was  elected  major 
of  the  8th  Regiment  and  was 
discharged  by  resignation. 
May  10,  1884. 

Mr.  Tyler  has  always  been 
intensely  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  in  1880 
was  elected  to  the  school 
board,  serving  in  that  capac- 
ity for  nine  )'ears  and  was 
secrelar)'  of  that  boartl  a 
large  part  of  the  time.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  to  the 
board  of  selectmen  and  was 
made  secretary  of  that  board. 
In  189 1  he  was  reelected 
and  was  made  chairman,  but 
after  that  year  declined 
further  service.  In  1876  he 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
I'irst  District  Court  of  East- 
ern Middlesex  and  has  held 
the  ofl'ice  through  the  se\-eral 
political  administrations 
since  that  time,  ha\-ing  now 
nearly  conii)leled  nineteen 
years'  service,  his  son,  Wilfred  Brooks  'Pyler,  being  at  the 
present  time  assistant  clerk  of  the  same  court,  and  his 
daughter,  Ellie  Mabel  'Lyler.  being  employed  as  clerk  in 
the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity. 

In  1869,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  order  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Massachusetts,  Provis- 
ional Department  Commander  .\.  S.  Cushman  appointed 
Conu-ade  Tyler  as  Provisional  District  Commander,  and 
in  such  capacitv  he  organized  Post  4,  Melrcise,  Post  12, 
Wakefield,  and  Post  75  in  Stoneham,  and  has  been  Com- 
mander of  Post  4  and  Post  12.  He  has  contributed 
frec|uently  to  the  \'arious  local  and  contemporary  news- 
l)aper  i)ublications,  and  always  upon  questions  which  he 
deemed  for  the  best  interest  of  the  peoi^le.  lie  is  a 
member  of.  various  sijcial,  pcjlilical,  ami  ijeneliciary  organ- 
izations. 
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Emery  W.  Rolfe  was  elected  its  first  captain.  I'lie  camj) 
occupies  a  room  in  the  Cirand  Army  l)uildinj;'  adjoining 
that  of  tiie  \'eteraiis.  It  lias  always  manitained  its  inter- 
est in  its  first  declared  principles,  supplementing  the 
same  with  the  further   declaration  that  "  We  hold  our- 


I  he  ohjects  ol  the  cji'der  as  set  forth  in  the  constitu- 
tion are  as  loUows  :  — 

"  To  assist  the  Sons  of  V'etei'ans  to  keep  green  the 
memories  of  our  soldiers,  and  their  sacril'nes  foi  ihe 
maintenance  of  the  Ihiion. 

" 'I'o  aid  the  (I.  A.  R.  to  cue  f<jr  their  hrlp- 
less  and  tlisabled  veterans  ;  to  exleiul  aid  aiul 
protection  to  their  widows  and  orphans,  lo 
perpetuate  the  memor\'  and  history  ot  tlteir 
her(jic  (.lead,  and  the  prcjper  ol)sei\'aiKe  ol 
Memorial  Da)'.  'i'o  assist  the  .Sous  of 
N'cterans  in  ail  these  objects. 

'•To  aid  and  assist  woitlu'  and  needy 
meinl>ers  ol  the  (.>rtlei". 

"To  inculcate  true  [latriotiMu  and  lo\(_'  of 
country  among  all  the  people  of  our  iaml, 
spread  and  sustain  the  doc  trine  of  ecpial 
lights,  universal  liberty,  and  justic  e  to  all." 


MODERN  niLITARY. 


Is.el)el  lion. 
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selves  in  readiness  to  take  up  the  work  of  that  noble 
body  of  men,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  when  its 
last  sm'vi\'or  shall  have  broken  camp  and  pitched  his 
tent  in  the  field  beyond." 

During  the  five  years  of  its  existence  eighty-two  mem- 
bers have  been  mustered,  and  the  spirit  of  its  ])rimal  dec- 
laration has  been  fully  and  patriotically  sustained.  At 
a  grantl  fair  iiekl  in  1892,  the  camp  realized  from  its 
efforts  the  sum  of  >6oo,  ,one  half  of  which  it  immediately 
donated  to  I'ost  12,  G.  A.  R.. 

'l"he  captains  of  ("am])  34  have  been  : 
Emery  \V.  i-lolfe,  William  ii.  I'aylor,  2d, 
.\rthur  E.  I'arks,  John  \.  liaxter,  f'reil  i'erry. 


Pi^iaioiis  to  the  war  (jf  the 
companies  were  recruited  to  the  in.i.^ 
si.\ty-one,  orticers  and  men.  L'i)on  the  call 
for  active  service,  the  several  companies  were  authoi  i/ecl 
to  enlist  (jne  hundred  and  one  as  tlie  m.ixiinum  iuinibi.  r, 
and  under  General  ( )rders,  No.  12,  .\.  (1.  ( ).,  dated 
i\Iay  22,  1S61,  ,uul  in  |:)ursu;ince  of  the  I'roc  lamalion 
of  the  ['resident  of  the  Ijnited  States,  calling  f<jr  lliiee 
hundred  thousand  men  to  sei"\'e  for  three  \ears,  .md 
acting  under  (ieneral  ( )rder,  .\o.  15,  from  the  .Ndjiitant- 
Geiieral's  office,  in  Washington,  the  plan  ol  organi- 
zation is  adopted  and  published.  This  plan  pro\'ided 
for    ten    companies    to    each    regiment,    the  niaxiimim 


LADIES'  AID  SOCIETY. 

ThI';  society  was '  instituted  for  the  jjurpose 
of  enabling  the  younger  ladies  to  cooperate 
with  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  their  labors  and 
duties.  Ladies' .Vid  .Society,  No.  1 3,  auxiliai)- 
to  II.  M.  Warren  Gamp,  No.  34,  S.  of  V., 
U.  S.  A.,  was  instituted  at  Wakeheld,  Se]3t. 
29,  1892.  "  Ahjthers,  sisters,  wi\es,  and  daugh- 
ters of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  who 
served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Givil  War  of  1861  - 
65,  and  wives  of  Sons  of  X'eterans,  are  eligible 
to  membership."  The  society  was  organized 
with  twenty-two  charter  members,  aftd  the  fol- 
lowing ladies  have  served  as  presidents  of  the 
society:  Mrs.  Ray  E.  Lane,  Mrs.  Jennie  Pendergrace,  strength  of  each  compan)-  to  be  one  hundred  and  one, 
Miss  L.  Mabelle  Tyler,  Miss  Mora  Staples,  Mrs.  Mary  officers  and  men,  and  the  minimum  strength  to  be  eighty- 
L.  Warren.  three,  officers  and  men  ;  and  this  form  prevailed  through- 

Meetings  are  held  in  G.  A.  R.  Mall.  out  the  war  for  organization,  while  the  killed,  wounded. 


RESIDEMCE  OF  EVERETT  W.  EATOM, 
K.iilnMd  Street,  W'.tkeriuld. 
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and  missin;^  durinp;  the  terms  of  service  of  these  splendid 
orgaiii/ations  frequenll)'  reduced  the  number  to  less  than 
three  hundred  to  a  regiment. 

In  1878,  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  com- 
monwealth provided  for  a  somewhat  radical  change  in 
the  organization  of  infantry  companies  and  regiments. 
Companies  were  to  be  enlisted  and  mustered.  The  regi- 
mental organization  provided  for  two  or  tiiree  battalions 
of  four  companies  each,  and  were  designated  eight  or 
IweK'c  compan)'  regiments.  A  major  was  elected  for 
each  battalion,  and  if  cjualified  by  a  board  of  examiners 
appointed  for  that  i)ur]:)Ose  by  the  Covernor,  was  commis- 
sioned. A  paymaster  was  also  t(j  be  appointed  by  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  who  was  also  to  be  the  muster- 
ing officer.  l'"ach  recruit  was  sworn  into  the  service  of 
the  .State  for  three  j'ears,  the  ma.ximum  number  for  a 
company  being  sixty-two,  officers  and  men,  and  the 
minimum  number  forty-eight,  officers  and  men  ;  and  "  tiie 
sy^5tem  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  ordered  to  l)e 
(observed  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States"  was  ordered 
to  be  "  observed  by  the  militia,"  and  all  encampments 
were  to  fie  held  upon  the  State  camp  groimd  in  South 
Framingham,  which  had  been  purchased  by  the  State 
for  such  purposes,  and  had  been  supplied  with  all  neces- 
sary appliances  of  military  occupation  and  duty.  About 
this  time  the  subject  of  target  practise,  which  had  for  a 
number  of  years  received  some  attention  in  various  com- 
]3anies,  assumed  more  than  ordinary  significance  as  a 
promoter  of  efficiency  in  the  infantry  arm  of  the  service, 
liy  a  circular  issued  by  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia  Rifle  Association,  for  a  competitive  rifle  match  at 
the  State  camp  ground. 

The  Richardson  Light  CJuard,  Co.  A,  6th  Regiment, 
received  this  circular  on  the  16th  of  Jidy,  1878,  and 
\oted  to  organize  a  team  t(j  compete  for  the  prize;  and  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  1878,  the  teams  to  compete 
assembled  at  the  .State  camp  ground  in  a  drizzling  rain 
with  some  wind,  which  increased  during  the  day,  coming 
iti  gusts,  wiiich  |)roved  detrimental  to  an  accurate  score. 

f  lic  W'akc-hefif  tu.mi  was  i         i^cd  nf  Scii^t.   fv.  S.  .Nichols, 

w  lid  ni.ulu  .1  scoru  uf  19 

Scigl.  W.  J.  Ifuwhiiul,  who  iiKulc  .1  sture  of  17 

.Sergt.  \V.  1'.  Sa\ age,  who  iiiiule  u  M.'oiL-  ijf  i: 

i'ri,  I.  .Sinilh.who  jiiailc  a  scoiu  of  17 

I'ri.  John        ,  uho  iiuulc  a  sloic  of      .     .   10 

•fotal  75 

The  highest  score  made  by  any  team  was  eighty-seven. 
This  ga\'e  an  impetus  not  ahnie  to  rifle  practise,  but  to 
every  fcjrm  of  military  efficiency.  Inspections  became 
more  rigid,  and  included  attendance  at  meetings,  at  drills, 
and  at  camp,  proficiency  in  military  duty,  the  manual  of 
arms,  and  evolutions,  dress,  soldierly  bearing,  and  e\ery 
form  of  military  efficiency.  Citizens  became  as  enthusi- 
astic as  the  members  of  the  company  in  Wakefield,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  presented  prize*  to  the  company 
to  be  awarded  each  year  to  the  persons  receiving  the  high- 
est mark  of  proficiency  in  nuirksmanship  and  drill. 

I'<  )R  MA  RKSMANSIlll'. 

b'lusi-  I'ki/k. —  Maj.  (ico.  ().  (  aipunlL-r,  jS6S. 
.Si-.i'oN  I)  I'uizi;. —  ('a[)l.  .Samuel  C.  Kingman,  1S81. 
'f'uii;li  i'Kl/.i;.  —  (leorgL-  Chct-nuy,  iSSS. 


I<"li;si-  I'ki/i:.  - 
.Si:i(iMi  1'kizi'. 
'f'lili;li  I'ui/l:.  - 


I'Ok  fiKll.MNf;. 

Cyrus  WakcliL-ld. 

—  .S.  (  ).  Richardson. 

-  1 1  ijii.  Lucius  IJcche. 


These  prizes  ha\'e  been  won  and  held  for  the  )'ear  set 
opposite  eacii  name  b)'  the  following  men  :  — 


t'OR  MAKKSMANSIllI' 
I'  lksr  f'i;i/i;. 


1876,  l.ic-iit.  (  haric-s  A.  (Micnc). 
1.S77,  I'ri.  I''rcd  \c\vhall. 
1S7S,  Scrgl.  A.  .\,  1  look. 
1S7CJ,  I'ri.  J.  W.  Smith. 
I  SSo,  Scrgl.  R.  How  aril. 
iSSi,  Scrgl.  I  ).  (  ti^ilvic. 
iSSj,  Scrgl.  R.  I  low  .nil. 
iSS  5,  (  ai.t,  R.  I  loward,. 
18S  ),  Corp.  (  h.is.  loncs. 
1SS5.  Sergt.  K.  J.  (  iihou. 


iSSi,  Seigt.  R.  Ilowaril. 
iSSj,  i.ieut.  C.  .\.  Cheney. 
1  SS4,  I  'ri.  J .  I  >a\  ies. 
1885,  Corp.  II.  T.  Miliett. 
iSSf),  Sergt.  ( ;.  II.  Taylor. 
I  .SS7,  (  1  irp.       !■;.  I  iunker. 
iSSS,  I'ri.  I'ieie  I'redin. 


iS.So,  I'ri.  J.  \V.  r.al.hitt. 
1887,  I'ri.  J.  W.  Rahhitt. 
iSSS,  I'ri  J.W.  I'..diliill. 
],SSo,  I'ri-  (  '.  \:.  I  l..rt(ui. 
iS()0,  I'ri.  I.  II.  Keoiigh. 
iSol,  Sergl.  J.  I,.  (  hr. 
i.Si)J,  Sergl.  r.  S.  Kill.im 
I  Si)  ],  (  drp.  \ I .  C  ihon, 
I  Sij-I,  Coi  p.  k.  I  low  .ird. 


iSSo,  I'ri.  \V.  (i.  C,„,k. 
iSoo,  .Mils.  p.  S.  KilKim. 
1S91 ,  I'ri.  I.  II.  Keough. 
iSijj,  Sergl.  J.  I„  <  »rr. 


.rp 


II. 


d. 


I  ,Si)-|,  .M  lis.  r.  .S.  Kill.im. 


Til  11;  11  l'i;i/.F„ 


iSSS, 
I SS.), 
iSijo, 
iSyi, 


,,S,S;„ 
iSS_i, 

I.SS5, 

1 SS6, 
1.S.S7, 


I SS I , 

iSSj, 
iS,S5, 
iSS.|. 

I.SS5, 

I  SS(,, 

IS.S7, 


I  SS  1 , 
iSSj 
iSS;, 
1SS4 
1SS5 
1  ssu 

ISS7 


I'ri.  J.  I  [.  Keough. 
I  ,ieut.  I  '.  II.  Stearn- 
I'ri.  .\.       ( 'ooper. 
.Mus.  I'.  S.  Killam. 


I  Sij2,  I  -ieiil.  \  '..  I.  <  iihoii. 
iSi)^,  I'ri.  \V.  R.  .Murphy. 
lS(j.|,  Seig.t.  !•'.  I'..  (  ira) . 


SeiL't. 

Sergt. 

I'ri. 

Sergt 

Sergl 

Sergl 

Sergl 


Sergl 
Sergl 
Sergl 
(  Di  p. 
(  cup. 
Sergt 


.  II 

C. 

c. 
( '. 


I)RII,I,I.\C.. 

I'll;  si  I'ki/i;. 

oward.  iSSS,  Sergt.  K.  J.  Cilion. 

ow.uck  iSSi),  Sergt.  I'.  J.  I'Lllldels. 

juersiui.  iSoo,  .Sergt.  \..  K.  .Moiiisnn. 

.  Stearns.  iSol,  Sergl.  R.  I'-.  .Moiiison. 

.  Stearns.  iScu,  Sergt.       I',.  Cr.iy. 

.  .Stearns.  Sergl.       R.  (iiay. 

Cihou.  1804,  Sergt.  I''.  R.  llr.i). 

Si'.cnM)   I'RI /.I.. 


I'..  I', 
I'.  J. 


lilersiui. 
11.  Taylor. 

.  Ste.irns. 
W  hiTmg. 
Tre-liui. 
Tieslon. 
Thinders. 


hinders. 
.Miuiison. 


Tri.  W.  IC  Codfrey. 
I'ri  T'.  1 1 .  I^nieison. 
Sergl.  C.  T.  Knight. 
(  oil).  I ..  <  ).  Terry. 
Sergt.  \  ..  j.  (  iihon. 
Tri.  W.  Codfrey. 
( 'or|).  v..  I'".  Treston. 


iSSS,  Sergl.  T.  J 

iSSo.  Sergt.  \:.  I 

I  S'lO,  Sergt.  I'  .  R.  Ihiinpus. 

iS.ji    Sergl.  j.  I,.  I  )ii. 

iS()j,  Sergl.  T  T^.  Coiunlis. 

iS.r,,  Tri.  |.  II.  Keuiigh. 

iSi)  |,  Tri.  ].  II.  Keiuigh. 

Tlllini  Ti;l/l. 

iSSS,  Tri.  C.  T:.  /whker 

iSS.,.  Sergt.       v..  .Miuiisou 

|S.)0,  Sergl.  T.  1.  T'kuulers. 

lSi)i,  Tri.  I.  II.  Keough. 

iSijj,  Tii.  j.  II.  Reuiigh. 

1  S9  5,  Tri.  ( 1 .  I .  Thrush. 

iSy4,  Tri.  C.J.  Thrii'-h. 


Rkcuru  n\-  R.  L.  C.  RiiLi:  'I'kam. 

'I'his  team  has  a  record  which  has  never  been  equaled 
in  New  England,  and  has  won  more  trophies  than  any 
other  rifle  team. 

In  1879,  it  won  first  prize,  "The  Providence  Tool  Com- 
pany Cup,"  by  a  score  of  103  out  of  a  possible  125. 


The 


,  'I'j.''    -.1;  ' 


•'l-    li-'  n! 


:.ir,.    /J)  ic 


<\t!7/  i 

!:<f,ff;       ,Til">  I:  •..  iio' 'i-';i)':>:.'' 
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TWO  iir\i)RED  A.\i)  I'l I'i'i I'Vm  a\ni\'p:rsarv 


AJ.  OEORC.K  Ill'lNRY  TAYT.OR  is  of  Scottish 
parentage,  and  liis  ancestors  claimed  descent  fioni 
the  C'aliiouns.  'I'lie  <j,randmotluT  of  (leor^e  was  Mar- 
garet Calhoun,  anil  his  father,  Robert  'I'aylor,  was  born 
in  Inverness,  Scotland,  in  iSiS.  The  mother  of  (;ef)rge 
was  Mary  (Lamb)  Taylor,  also<jf  Scotland.  His  parents 
came  to  America  in  about  1836,  and  Oeorge  Henry  was 
born  in  Somerville,  Mass.,  July  22,  1.S60.  I'rom  Somer- 
ville,  the  family  remoxed  to  H\'de  I'ark,  Mass.,  in  1864, 
where  the  son  attendetl  the  schools  for  awhile,  and  ob- 
tained as  much  of  an  education  as  was  obtainaljle  under 
the  ad\'erse  circiuustances  with  which  he  was  obliged  to 
contend;  for,  l)y  the  death  of  his  father  in  1870,  he  was 
compelled  thus  earl)'  in  life  to  fmd  employment,  in  order 
to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  famil)-,  consisting  (if  his 
mother,  three  sisters,  and  himself.  In  such  a  school  of 
experience  as  tliis,  he  was 
receiving  tliat  salutary  tlisci- 

pline   which    ser\'ed   to   de-  '  '  ■.  . 

velop  the  physical  and  maul)- 

qualities  of  his  nature  aiul 

prepare  him  for  the  stern  antl 

responsible  duties  of  a  busi- 
ness life.  Though  thesch(.)ol- 

room    must    be  exchanged 

for  the  workshop,  he  did  not 

feel  that   laboiing  with  his 

hands  necjssaril)'  pi'e\'enteil 

the  cultivation  of  the  inlel- 

lect  ;    so,  being  mo.-,tl)-  cle- 

pri\'e(l   of  the   privileges  of 

the  day  schools,  lie  a\ailed 

iiimself  of  tlie  opjiortunities 

afforded     by    the  evening 

schools    during    the  wintei' 

seasons,  iioping  thereli)'  to 

keep  pace  in  the  accjuisition 

of  knowledge  with  his  nioie 

privileged  associates.  His 

business  life  commenced  in 

the  mills  of  H.  P.  \'  R. 
Knight,  located  at  Hyde 
i'ark,  where  he  continued 
for  a  period  oi  three  )cars. 
Leaving  mill  life,  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  retail  dry  goods 
store  in  Hyde  Park,  but  the  narrow  confines  behind  a 
counter  were  too  contracted  for  his  acli\e  temperament 
and  ambiti(jus  mind,  and  he  resoh'ed  to  become  master 
of  a  trade,  and  he  sought  and  found  employment  in  the 
works  of  the  American  'I'ool  .Machine  Company,  of  Hytle 
Park  ;  and,  after  a  serv  ice  of  three  years,  he  came  to 
Wakefield,  March  4,  1S80,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Daniel  (loss,  in  the  heating  and  plinnbing  business. 
Three  years  after,  he  became  a  p:u"lner  with  Mr.  (Joss, 
under  the  iirm  name  of  Daniel  (loss  Co.  .\  year 
later,  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  .Mr.  Goss  removing 
from  town.  Since  that  time.  Major  Taylor  has  continued 
at  the  same  stand,  at  the  corner  of  Ahdn  and  .Mechanic 
Streets,  doing  a  large  and  successful  iiusiness  for  himself. 
In  his  bo\liood  days,  lie  li\ed  in  the  vicinitv  of  Read- 


ville,  where  C^amp  Meigs  was  located.  The  sliiring 
scenes  of  1864,  and  the  mustering  out  of  the  \  ictorious 
I  >attle-scarretl  veteran  heroes  of  the  Rebellion  wiio 
had  freel)'  offered  their  li\'es  that  libert)'  might  li\e, 
l^roduced  a  vi\'id  im[)ression  on  his  bov'ish  mind,  .ind 
stimulated  his  patriotic  instincts,  arousing  an  enthusiasm 
for  military  life  that  subsetpieiitl)'  led  him  to  desire  C(jm- 
lianionsiiiji  with  military  men.  While  at  Ilyde  I'ark.  he 
l)ecame  connectetl  with  the  Higli  School  Batallion  of  thai 
place.  Though  not  a  member  of  the  school,  his  associ- 
.ites  were  so  kindly  disposed  toward  him  liial  the)-  fax  ored 
his  admission,  and  the  oHicials  gave  theii'  appio\al,  so 
that  he  was  accepted  and  promoted  from  pri\  att;  to  cor- 
poral. Ill  1880,  he  identified  himself  with  Waki-lieUrs 
tavoiite  organi/atioii,  the  Richartlsoii  Light  Cuard,  b)- 
eiitering  their  ranks  as  a  pri\-ate.     11)'  his  aptness,  titlelit)', 

and    elticienc)',   Ik.'  rapidly 
■  ■■  earned   subsetpient  |)roiiio- 

y  tions  of    corporal  and  ser- 

-.  '.  geant,  and,  in   1883,  he  \\-as 

■■  v'- ''      ,  :.  unaninKjusl)'  elec  ted  second 

lieutenant,  and  tiist  lieuten- 
ant in  18S4,  and  ca|)tain  of 
the  company  in  1888,  and  in 
181JO  he  was  elected  major 
of  the  historically  famous 
6lii  Regiment  of  ^Llssachu- 
setts  Lifantry,  and,  at  the 
time  of  his  election  as  major, 
was  one  of  the  junior  cap- 
tains of  the  regiment.  He 
has  held  a  numlier  of  regi- 
mental positions,  and,  in 
1886,  he  was  detailed  on 
Colonel  Green's  staff,  as  in- 
spector of  rifle  practise,  gi\-- 
ingfull  satisfaction.  \n  1887, 
while  first  1  icuiteiia nt,  he  was 
detailed  to  command  other 
companies  of  the  6th  Reg- 
iiiieiit  at  t:aiiip,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  the  annual  in- 
sj^ection.  It  was  while  NLrjor 
Tavlor  was  captain,  in  1889, 
that  the  6th  Regiment  for  the  lirst  time  secured  tiie  tri- 
color of  the  State  militia,  through  the  superior  proflcienc)' 
of  the  ritle  team  of  Co.  .\  (Richardson  I-ight  Guard), 
.Major  'I'aylor  being  captain  of  the  team.  His  con- 
nection with  the  military  is  an  honorable  record,  for  the 
Richardson  Light  (luard  holds  a  No.  1  position  in  the 
entire  State  militia,  and  its  rille  team  is  the  pride  of 
the  State,  and  the  elforts  of  ALajor  Taylor  in  his  various 
military  positions  have  done  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
company,  and  reflected  honor  upon  the  State.  ALajor 
Ta)-lor  has  the  hearty  friendship  of  his  sujierior  otiicers, 
as  he  also  has  the  conlidence  and  respect  of  the  Richardson 
lagiit  Guard,  of  which  abundant  proof  has  been  given  on 
various  public  and  pi  i\  ale  occasions. 

Major  Taylor  married  Sept.  26,  1888,  Miss  Abbie  L. 
I)ennetl.    'I'hey  have  one  son. 


MAJ.  GEORGE  H.  TAYLOR. 


OK  THE  ANCIENT  'I'OWN  ol"  Rl'll  >I  )l  NC. 


team  consisted  of  RogL-r  Ilownrti,  Da\'icl  ( )jj;il\'ie,  I)a\'id 
II.  Walker,  William  ]].  Daniel,  and  John  W.  Smith. 

In  1880,  it  won  second  prize  in  the  State  match, 
"Coat  of  Arms,"  by  tiie  score  of  181  in  a  possible  250, 
as  also  second  prize  in  the  association  match,  "  Engra\'- 
ing,"  by  the  score  of  177  in  a  possible  250,  the  members 
of  this  team  being  Sergeant  Howard,  ( 'orporal  OgiK'ie, 
Privates  Daniels,  Graham,  and  Walker. 

In  1881,  it  won  first  prize,  "  Providence  'I'ool  Company 
Cup,"  by  a  score  of  105  in  a  possible  i  25.  Jn  this  team 
were  Sergeant  Howard,  Corporal  ( )gi]vie.  Corporal 
Daniels,  Pri\'ates  Lindsey  and  Walker. 

In  1882,  it  w<;n  third  prize,  "  Engraving,"  the  members 
of  the  team  being  Sergeant  Howard,  Sergeant  Ogilvie, 
(Jorporal  Daniels,  Privates  Walker  and  Lindsey. 

In  1889,  the  team  consisting  of  Capl.  Ceo.  II.  Tay- 
lor, Lieut.  E.  j.  Cihon,  Corp.  R.  Howard,  Privates  C.  E. 
Horton,  j.  H.  Keough,  P.  S.  Killam,  and  J.  W.  Babbitt 
won  first  prize,  "  Engraving,"  the  tricolor  for  the  regiment, 
a  n  d  a  handsome 
silver  i  c  e  pitcher 
offered  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Parsons; 
score,  201  in  a  possi- 
ble 245. 

In  1890,  the  team 
won  first  prize,  an 
"  Engraving."  Score 
282.  Possible,  345. 
Lieut.  E.  f.  (iihon, 
Sergt.  J.  L.  Orr, 
Corp.  R.  Howard, 
Corp.  E.  (!ray, 
Bug.  P.  S.  Killam, 
PrivatesJ.H.  Keough 
and  C.  E.  Horton, 
composed  this  team. 

In  1 89 1,  the  fol- 
lowing team  won 
first  prize,  an  "  En- 
graving "  ;  score, 
298,  in  a  possible  345:  Lieut.  E.  J.  Cihon,  Sergt.  ].  L. 
Orr,  Corp.  R.  fioward,  Corp.  1<\  E.  Cray,  Mus.  I'.  S. 
Killam,  Privates  J.  H.  Keough,  Duncan  Mcintosh. 

In  1892,  first  prize,  "  Engraving,"  was  won  by  Lieut. 
E.  J.  Gihon,  Sergt.  J.  L.  Orr,  Corp.  R.  Howard,  Corp. 
E.  E.  Ciray,  Bug.  P.  S.  Killam,  Privates  C.  E.  Horton 
and  J.  H.  Keough.    Score  294.    Pos.sible  345. 

In  1893,  first  prize  was  won  by  the  following  team: 
Capt.  E.  ].  Crihon,  Sergt.  J.  L.  Orr,  Sergt.  E.  E.  Gray. 
Corp.  R.  Howard,  Bug.  P.  S.  Killam,  Privates  W.  R. 
Murphy  and  J.  H.  Keough.  These  men  were  also  on 
the  6th  Regiment  team,  which  won  the  tricolor.  The 
prize  was  an  "  Engraving,"  and  the  score  299  in  a  pos- 
sible 345. 

In  1894,  Capt.  E.  J.  Gihon,  Sergt.  F.  E.  Gray,  Corp. 
R.  Howard,  Bug.  P.  S.  Killam,  Privates  Geo.  Durward,  \V. 
R.  Murphy,  and  J.  If.  Keough  won  first  prize,  an  "  En- 
grax  ing,"  by  a  score  of  297.    Possible,  345. 

In  addition  to  these  State  riHe  matches,  the  team 


\isite(l  lliddeford,  Auburn,  and  Lewislon,  Me.,  in  1890, 
and  defeated  all  the  prominent  teams  in  that  Slate. 
The)'  alsd  visited,  in  1.S94,  the  cit\'  of  Pridgeport,  Conn., 
and  defeatetl  tlie  team  there  ;  and  luu'ing  defeated  all 
comers  since  18S9,  ihc)-  claim,  and  are  undoubted!}  un- 
titled to,  tile  Iximir  of  being  the  champion  mililai)-  rilie 
team  of  New  England. 

in  a  recent  malcii  with  the  Salem  Cadets,  ihe  team 
made  the  highest  record  ever  made  in  the  countr)'  b)'  a 
militar\'  team  ol  ten  men,  making  a  score  of  431  in  a 
possible  500.  This  learn  comprised  Capt.  Iv  J.  Gihon, 
Sergt.  E  E.  Morrison,  Sergl.  k.  K.  Gray,  Corp.  R.  How- 
ard, Mus.  P.  S.  Killam,  l'ii\'aU.'s  G.  W.  Reid,  Geo. 
Durward,  j.  H.  KeoLigh,  Chas.  A.  Evans,  jr.,  and 
J.  Sutherlatul. 

STRAY  SHOTS. 

Co.  A,  Gih  Regiment,  Richaidson  Light  (iu.iril,  has 
gone  into  camp  for  eight  years,  with  every  man  allowed 

by  law. 

Co.  A  has  been 
ranked  as  "  excel- 
lent "  by  the  State 
inspector  for  1893 
and  1894.  This  is 
the  highest  I'.Uing  a 
com]5any  c  a  n  re- 
ceive. I  n  i  886,  Co. 
.\  won  lirst  prize  in  a 
competitive  drill  at 
Lowell  between  (_!os. 
A,  II,  C,  and  G,  of 
the  (>lh  Regiment. 

Nov.  I,  1893,  Co. 
A  was  awarded  the 
.Slate  prize  of  i^^o, 
for  the  highest  stand- 
ing in  rille  ])i,utis.e 
in  the  State. 

In  i8i)4,  the  com- 
paii}-  w.is  awarded 
second  place.  Co.  .\  was  .ilso  awarded  the  Stale 
jirize  f)f  $25,  in  1893,  for  f|ualif\ing  every  man  in  llie 
company. 

■{'he  company  was  again  awarded  the  same  prize,  $25, 
for  the  same  purpose,  in  1894. 

Much  of  this  proficiency  in  rille  practise  is  due  to  the 
high  standard  li.xed  by  Co.  A,  6th  Regiment,  and  no 
little  to  the  active  efforts  of  Captain  Gihon,  the  present 
c(jmniander;  his  acknowledged  .d)ility  was  recognized  by 
the  adjutant-general,  who  detailed  him  to  take  command 
of  Co.  L,  6th  Regiment  (colorctl),  of  Poston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reorganizing  the  company.  This  detail  was  made 
March  5,  1891,  antl  he  was  returned  to  duty  with  Co.  .\, 
April  20,  1891.  Captain  Gihon  was  born  in  Wakefield, 
I'eb.  5,  1865  ;  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  Sept.  6,  1882  ;  was 
private,  corporal,  sergeant,  i  st  sergeant,  2d  lieutenant.  1st 
lieutenant,  and  captain,  aiul  was  also  cajnain  in  11.  M. 
\Varren  Camp,  S.  of  \ .,  in  1888. 

The  following  captains  of  the  iv.ichards(;n  Light  Guard, 
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TWO  IlLINI)RI<:i)  AND  I' 1 1' I'll'/ri  I  ANNIVKRSARV 


NA'rilAN'IKI,  DEAR  HORN,  l)orn  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  in  1786,  and  renioved  to  IJoston  with  iiis 
father,  and  with  him  opened  a  book  store  in  tiie  previously 
famous  CJreen  I  )ra[;on  'l"a\'ern.  He  was  the  lirst  to  write 
against  imprisonment  for  debt,  buying  a  press  and  type 
and  pubhsiiing  a  newspaper  to  disseminate  ids  progres- 
sive ideas.  In  after  years  he  wrote  and  pul)lished  l)ool<s 
on  several  subjects,  intiuding  "A  (luide  for  Chess  I'lay- 
ing,"  "Humor,"  "Wit  and  Wisdom,"  "( uiide  Through 
Mt.  Auburn,"  "  iioston  Notions,"  and  liie  "  American 
'I'ext  ])Ook  for  Letters,"  a  standard  work,  illustrating  them 
with  liis  own  graver.  He  engraved  the  first  woodcut 
executed  in  1  Soston,  a  dragoon  on  a  prancing  horse,  which 
was  printed  in  the  Roston  J'atriot  over  a  call  for  cavalry 
for  the  War  of  1812,  a  copy  of  which  is  on  exhibition  in 
the  Old  South  ( JJoston)  collection.    He  sersx'd  his  country 


NATHANIEL  0.  DEARBORN. 


NATHANIEL  DEARBORN, 
NATHANIEL  S.  DEARBORN. 


in  the  War  of  1S12,  and  died  at  South  Reading  in  1852, 
and  is  buried  at  Lakeside  Cemetery.  He  married  Mary 
Sigourney,  a  lineal  descendent  of  Andre  Sejourne  (angli- 
cized, Andrew  Sigourney),  a  Huguenot  or  French  refugee. 

Naihaniki,  SicouKNEY  Dkarhurn,  bom  in  ]5oston, 
Jan.  28,  1814,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Nathaniel  Dearborn. 
He  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  his  father's  ottice  and 
afterwards  went  to  New  \oxV  City  and  opened  a  plate 
printing  office.  Returning  to  15ost(3*n  shortly  afterwards, 
he  established  himself  on  Water  Street,  in  the  type  print- 
ing business,  where  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a  trade 
second  to  none  in  the  city.  He  afterwards  sold  out  and 
end);\rked  in  the  engraving  and  stationery  business  on 
School  Street,  where  for  twenty-five  years  he  maintained 


the  reputation  ol  doing  some  of  the  liiiest  woik  in  the 
city.  He  published  tlie  "American  Text  Rook  (if  Let- 
ters," which  his  father  originated,  making  man)'  atlditii)iis 
tiiereto.  July  i,  1835,  he  married  Maiy  I'.li/a  I  )a\'is,  w  lui 
(.lied  Dec.  9,  1 867,  witlel)' known  for  her  consistent  Cluis- 
tian  life  and  charit;d)le  works.  In  1846,  he  remoxed  In 
W.ikelield  ( then  South  Reading).  He  w.\s  de^'pU'  inter- 
ested in  nulitary  allaiis,  was  a  member  (jf  the  Rosion 
City  Guard  for  twenty  )ears,  and  in  command  of  the  (.0111- 
pany  at  the  rendition  of  i!urns  to  Scjutheiu  sl.u'ery, 
under  the  I^'ugitive  Slave  l^aw  ;  was  active  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Richardson  flight  Guard  in  1851,  being 
elected  lirst  lieutenant  ;  was  chief  marshal  on  wiiions 
occasions,  notably  at  the  changing  of  the  town's  name 
to  Wakefield  ;  was  a  trustee  of  Lakeside  Cemeter}-,  and 
a  member  of  the  Jiaptist  church.   Mr.  Dearborn  was  |)ub- 

lic  spirited,  and  his  purse 
,  -    :  •       was  ever  open  to  help  the 

.  needy.     He  died   at  his 

■   -  ■    ■        ■       home  on  Chestnut  Street, 

■  Wakefield,  Dec.  24,  1891, 

•  ■  .  ..  ■  after  an  illness  extending 

■      ■    ■  '   ON'er  three  years,  and  is 

■     buried  at  Lakeside  Ceme- 


tery. 


N  .\  1'  II  .\  N  I  1: 1.  I  )a\  is 
Dk,\ri;okn'  came  to  South 
Reading  witli  the  famil)-, 
and  soon  after  entered 
the  high  school  by  special 
])ermit  of  the  school  com- 
mittee, as  he  was  then 
under  age.  He  removed 
from  the  town  after  mar- 
riage till  iSf'>9,  when  he 
l>uilt  a  n  d  occu|iied  a 
house  at  the  j uncli(jn  for 
several  )-ears.  He  ie\  ised 
the  "  American  T  e  x  t 
])Ook "  and  reengi.ivetl 
the  steel  a  n  d  copper 
plates  illustrating  it, 
which  had  been  desli<)}ed 
by  the  great  lire  inlioston, 
in  187  I,  and  wiiicli  had  been  engrax-ed  by  his  grandfather 
so  many  years  loefore.  He  has  led  rather  a  retired  life 
and  is  known  principally  in  social  and  musical  circles. 

Stani.iov  RuRr  Dicarborn,  Ijorn  in  Boston,  [an.  25, 
1846,  educated  in  South  Reading  public  schools.  In 
1 863,  although  under  age,  enlisted  in  Co.  L,  ist  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Hea\y  ,\rtillery,  ])articipated  in  the  l)attles 
of  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Cold  Harbor,  'Lolo]KJtomy, 
North  Anna  Ri\er,  siege  of  Retersburg  and  Richmond, 
Boydton  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Weldon  Railroad,  also 
spring  campaign  of  1865,  and  Lee's  surrender.  l''or  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  carried  on  the  engra\  ing  and  printing 
business  in  Iioston.  Has  been  commander  of  Lost  12, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  lieutenant  in  the  Richardson  Liiiht  Guard. 


STANLEY  B.  DEARBORN. 
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witli  llie  (I.Uls  (if 
'Mveti  :  — 


John  W'ilL-y,  Jil,  (  »i  I.  7,  1.S31. 
Lieut.  N.  S.  I  )c,ii iicji  11  1  1  iin iii.indi  il  llii 
thu  1  .i|  >l  ain,  f  rc  III!  J  u  iiL'        iS^j,  to  I  l(  1  , 
I.iiiK^  I''.  I'^niL r-^oii,  \o\,  1  1S51. 
( Ico.  (  ).  (  ariu  nli.T,  J, 111.  S,  |,S5(). 
jolin  W  iluy,  21I,  Au.mist  iS,  1N37. 
jaiiK-s       l.nidsoii,  Jul)  10,  1S5S. 
Johii  \V.  I.oj.c,  Mar.  h  5, 
Clu.  (  ).  ( 'ar|iLiit(  r,  Apiil  7,  1S60. 
Jolin  W.  1,0,  kc,  April  17,  iSdi. 
I  Iriir)'  1  I.  1  h:'^vn,  Man  li  iSdJ. 
SaiiuiL'l  K.  I,illlcliil(l,  Sept.  II,  iSC>2. 
|,iiiic>  I''.  Ilnicrson,  March  _^S,  iS(),S. 
Samuel  I-'.  I  .illkliehl,  I  V-li.  23.  1S70. 
John  M.  C.itL-,  Marth  t<).  1S73. 
(leo.  K.  (iihiiau,  Aui;usl  22,  iS7(). 
Allicrt  Man>li(  hi,  \o\ .  1  iS;!,. 
Charles  I'.  W  ooilu.ird,  Vc\>.  2J.  1S7.). 
l-'rcd  W.  Ilcnt/.  Mar.  h  _•,  iSSj. 
Kogci  l[o\\.iril,  \o\.  10.  1SS2. 
Charles  A.  Cheney,  August  ::2,  |SS  |. 
(  ieo.  II.  Taylor,  M.iy  1  (,  iSSS. 
Clinton  II.  Stearns,  Jul)  1  [,  i.Sijo. 
lulwaril  J.  (iihon,  J;in.  2,  iS.j  :;. 


ssKiii.s,  aru  he'ichx' 


iinp.inv,  iu  the  .iliseiu  e  of 
,  i,S5;,. 


ARHORY. 


SiNCK  the  organization  of  tiic  Ivicharcl.son  Light  Guard 
tile  conijianx'  iias  occiipiecl  c|iiartcr.s  in  .several  places  as 
coiuenienct.'  or  necessity  reiniired,  tlie  town  paj'ing  rent 
for  occupanc}',  and  lieini;'  reiinl mrsed  to  a 
certain  amount  hy  tlie  .State. 

.\t  a  town  meetiici;"  held  on  tlie  first  day  of 
May,  1894,  the  town  voted  to  erect  an  arm 
cry  for  the  use  of  the  company,  and  the  sinu 
of  5 1  2,000  was  aj^piopriated  for  that  purjiose. 

.\  lot  of  land  was  purchased  near  the  town 
hall,  and  a  most  commodious  stiucture.  with 
ami^le  drill  sheil  attac  hed,  was  erected,  and 
the  compan\'  are  now  splendidi)'  (luarteied  in 
a  permanent  home. 

Tlie  foregoing  narrati\'e  presents  brielly  the 
military  trend  and  patriotic  purpose  of  the 
people  inhabiting  the  territory  now  known 
as  Wakeheld,  Reading,  and  North  Reading, 
from  its  earliest  settlement  as  Reckling,  in 
1644. 


.\t  the  liisl  annual  lield  d.i)-  ,if  ilic  icgiui.'iU  ,iC  W'.tke- 
lielcl,  in  .Ma\',  iSSij,  tlu'  (.idcts  won  sc.und  honors,  in 
conseiitieiice  ol  wliu  h  (  apt.  (  h.iiles  1  1 .  S wcelser,  coiii- 
m.miler  of  the  w  inning  (  .)iiipan\',  was  chosen  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  til.-  regiiiienl.  The  I<j1Iow  ing  \'e.ii  ,  I  .ieiitrna nl- 
Colonel  Sweelsei"  was  chosen  ni.ijoi'  ol  the  W'.ikelield, 
Iveacling,  ami  \iido\er  li.iltalion,  being  succeeded  llie 
ne.xt  )e.ii"  b\-  iMaj.  I'hester  N .  ( '■  ret.uiough,  ol  W'.ikelield. 

The  cadets  lia\'e  wdu  other  honois  besides  those  ,it 
the  llist  .uinual  lie'ld  d.i)'.  In  iSSd,  ,it  the  I'lnnth  of 
Jul}'  p. trade,  the  comp,in\'  was  aw.iided  the  liist  pii/e 
for  the  liiiest  ai^iieaiing  oig.tni/alion  in  line.  In  iSSS, 
tlieionipany  won  tliesecDiid  jiii/e  in  competition  with 
Maiden  in  indi\  ulual  drilling,  and  the  next  year  the  <  ad. 'Is 
WD  11  ,1  pie  t  llie  in  competition  w  1 1  h  t  lie  (  'li.irK  su  1  w  n  (  '.idets. 

In  Ma)'  ol  e.icli  3e,ir,  the  cadets  have  acted  ,is  escort 
to  the  (b.ind  .\rm\-  post  of  W'.ik.'lii'ld,  ,iml  in  June  the)' 
ha\'e  held  tlieii"  annual  |.iii/e  drill.  Tlie\'  ha\e  also 
held  exhibition  drills  and  oliicers'  parlies,  and  man)'  out- 
of-town  ofhcers  and  cadets  li,i\  e  eiijo)  ed  their  hospil.ilil)'. 
Tlie  cadets  participated  in  the  grand  procession  in  Wake- 
lield  on  the  fust  day  of  the  celebration  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  liftieth  anni\ ersai)'  of  the  settlement  of  Reading. 

The  oliicers  elected  in  iSc)4  were:  M.ijor,  .\.  l.eon 
('utier;  adjutant,  I'..  1,.  ("heney;  Co.  "  .\,"  ca|)tain,  11. 
.\.  I'erkins  :  1  st  lieuten.int.  Iv  I,.  (_'hene)  ;  jd  lieuten- 
ant, R.  1  )ution  :  ( 'o.  IC'  capt.tin,  .\.  !''..  .Stone;  1  st 
lieutenaiU.         I,,   lulsoii  ;  id  lieutenant,  L.  W.  Sweetser. 


THE  WAKEFIELD  HIGH  SCHOOL 
CADETS. 

TilK  history  of  the  Wakeheld  High  School 
Cadets  commences  with  the  year  1SS5,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  the  first  ofhcers  were 
electeck  The  cadets  have  had  an  uninter- 
riiptecl  existence  since  then,  and  tlie  suc- 
cessive representatives  of  the  organization  have  partici- 
pated in  many  events  by  which  the  town,  school,  and 
members  have  been  justly  honored. 

'Idle  cadets  entered  the  Second  Massachusetts  School 
Regiment  at  the  lime  of  its  form.itioii,  uniting  with  the 
Reading  and  the  .\ndover  Cadets  to  form  a  battalion. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  WAKEFIELD  HIGH  SCHOOL  CADETS,  1  i-;'J4.  ■  ■  . 

Clpl.  A.  li.  Su.nc.  M.ij.  .\,  I.L-iiii  Culler.  C.ipl .  1 1 .  .V.  IVi  kins. 

l.iLMil.  I,.  W.  SucL'Kcr.      I.iLiit.  r.  r.  I.d^uii.      riuiH-  Kibui.)  DnHun.      kiLiil.  I..  I.  CIiliu'v. 
I.iiMll.  I'llillil.  J.  M.ai.lels,  M,l:l.,ry  I  r  sty     I,;- . 


The  preceding  comm.inclers  were  as  lolkiws:  ("apt. 
E.  .\mos  Knight,  Ctpt.  1).  Harry  Darling,  (.'apt.  i'led 
11.  Anderson,  .Maj.  Lilley  Iv.tlon,  Capl.  .\rthur  C.  Ander- 
son, ('apt.  Ikinest  II.  T\'//er.  ,ind  ('.ipt.  W.  R.  Emerson. 

The  mililar)'  instiuctois  have  been  Ca|it.  V.  11.  Imh- 
erson.  Serial.  II.  W.  Walton,  and  Lieut.  1'.  I.  Idaiulers. 


f 
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'J'WO  Hl'NDRl-:!)  AND  I'l  !■  T 1  l' T 1 1  ANNIVKRSA  KY 


CAI'I\  \VI1,I,IAM   II.  W'ALKKk  h, IS  deserved  well 
of  liis  town  .iml  eountry,  having  proved  liis  cour- 
age and  [latriotisni  on  many  a  hard-foiight  field  and  ex- 
hausting niareh.     Ilis  father  was  the  Rev.  Le\-i  Walker, 
of  Nr)rth  Stonington,  ("onn.,  who  married  I, aura  Smith, 
of  South  Reading.     J  lis  grandfathei  ,  John  Walker,  served 
with  credit  seven  years  in  the   Revohitionar)'  War.  An- 
other gr,\ndfather,  ('apt.  I  )a\'id  Smith,  was  alscj  in  the 
war  of  the   Rexolution,  and  was  muler  lire  at  Concord 
liridge,  April  19,  1775.    Captain  Walker  was  liorn, 
2,  1838,  in  (  hester,  X.   II.,  where  his  father  was  pastor 
of  the  liaptisl  church.     lie  tlied  in  1839.     'The  widowed 
mother  with  her  young  child  then  returned  to  the  home 
of  her  father,  Capt.  Xoah  Smith,  whose  ancient  domicile 
stood  a  little  north  of  where  is  now  the  Wakeheld  town 
hall.     Mis  education  was  recei\'ed  in  the  public  schools 
of   South    Reading.     .\t  the 
age  of  nineteen  his  ad\  entur- 
ous  spirit  led  him  to  seek  his 
fortune  be\ond   the  Missis- 
sippi, Init  the   hre.d<ing  out 
of  the  great  Rebellion  found 
him  again  at  the  old  home. 
He  enlisted  with  enthusiasm 
in    the     Richai'dson  Right 
(iuard,  Co.  1\,  5th  Regiment, 
Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
for  the  first  camp.ugn  ot  the 
war,  terminating  at  lUill  Run. 
( )n  the  return  and  discharge 
of  his  regiment  he  remained 
at  the  front  and  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  (|uai- 
termasters'    department    a  t 
.Mexanclria,    \'a.,    where  he 
was  badh'  injured  by  being 
dragged  by  his  horse.  \\'hen 
.d)le  to  lea\'e  the  hospital,  the 
)'oung  volunteer  enlisted  in 
the  famous  20th  Massachu- 
setts  Volunteers    (a  llostoii 
regiment).     Among  his  com- 
rades were  Horace  M.  War- 
ren, Thomas  M.  McICay,  and 
Robert  F.  Reckwith,  all  brave  men  of   South  Reading 
who  nobly  "  won  their  spuis  "  in  the  war  and  ga\e  up 
their   li\-es   in    the   cause.     In    the   s|)ring  of    1S62,  he 
marched  with  his  regiment  in  Sedgwick's  division  of  Sum- 
ner's corps  to  the  peninsula,  under  General  McClellan, 
and  participated  in  all  the  general  engagements  and  man\- 
minor  alTairs  of  that  memoral)le  and  bloody  campaign. 
At  this  time  he  was  sergeant-major  of  the  20th  Massa- 
chusetts and  had  recei\'ed  minor  injuries,  but  no  disabling 
wounds.     At  the  battle  of   Antietam,   Sept.    17,  1862, 
he  was  seriousl\'  wounded  through  fire   left  thigh,  and 
remained  on  the  ground  within  the  lines  of  "  Stonewall  " 
Jackson's  division.     When  Ree  fell  back  from  Sharp.s- 
burg,  Walker  was  rescued  and  had  his  wound  dressed  on 
the  fourth  day  and  was  near  losing  his  lind).     Youth  and 
gootl  blood  pulled  him  through,  however.     ]''or  services 


CAPT.  WILLIAM  H.  WALKER 


rendered  he  was  commissioned,  and  in  a  lew  weeks  was 
promoted  to  be  lirst  lieuten.int,  .uul  took  command  of  the 
color  company  when  able  to  rejtjin  his  regiment  on  the 
Rap])ahannock.  He  was  cletachetl  on  staff  duty,  and  acted 
as  pioNost  marshal  at  l'\dmouth,  mounted  the  picket  and 
locjked  after  its  line  as  far  as  tin-  "l,ac\'  I  louse,"  ojiposile 
Kredericksbuig.  At  that  i)f)int  the  2d  division,  2d 
corps,  crossed,  and  with  .Sedgwick's  ()[h  coips  stormeil 
Marye's  Heights  and  for  a  time  drove  the  Confederates 
.iway.  Walker  alwavs  considered  this  his  lucky  day,  for 
he  rode  a  white  horse  and  had  the  unluckiest  saddle  in 
tlie  division,  Colonel  Charles  fif  the  'I'ammany  Regiment 
and  three  buglers  having  been  killed  over  it,  but  Lieuten- 
ant Walker  was  the  only  staff  officer  of  his  brigade  not 
dismounted,  and  who  reached  the  top  of  the  heights  with 
the  chai'ge.     His  orderl)'  was  killed  and  himself  struck 

b)'  a  piece  of  shell.     In  his 
leport    of     the    action  the 
brig.ide    commander  stated 
that.    "  Lieut.    William  H. 
Walker,    aide-de-cam|i,  was 
seriously  bruised  l:i_\'  a  frag- 
ment of  shell  but  continued 
on    dut)'.      'J'he   officers  of 
this  brigade  staff  could  not 
fail  to  do  luinor  to  their  posi- 
tions    under     any  circum- 
stances."    When  I'cdmoulh 
was    evacuated,  Walker  re- 
turned  to    his   regiment  as 
adjutant   .it   the   re(|uest  of 
<'ol.      Raul      Revere,  and 
brought    the    battalion  to 
Cettysburg  without  the  loss 
of  a  man.    The  20th  ALrssa- 
chusetts  suffered  se\'erely  on 
the  second  and   third  days 
at    Cett)sburg,    and  wiien 
R  i  c  k  e  1 1  '  s    acU'ance  was 
checked  in  front  of  the  20th, 
its  officers  wei'e  mostK  gone. 
Adjutant    Walker  took  the 
regiment    to    the    riiiht  to 
assist  Webb's  brigade,  where 
the  brunt  of  the  fight  then  was.     In  the  rush  on  the  stone 
wall  he  was  wounded  in  both  thighs,  crawled  out  of  the 
melee,  and  in  a  brief  space  of  time  the  battle  of  (Gettys- 
burg was  over.     He  was  made  a  captain  from  the  date 
of  this  battle.     I'artly  recovering  from  his  wounds,  Ca|> 
tain  Walker  was  placed  on   detached  service  for  Han- 
cock's \'eteran  Corps,  etc.,  and  later  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment, when  (Irant  took  command  at  Rrandy  Station,  Va. 
Being  unable  to  ride,  he  was  honorably  mustered  out  on 
account  of  wounds  received  in  the  service,  and  took  a 
position    in   the   Treasury  Department   at  Washington. 
In  1872,  he  went  to  the  Interior  Department,  where  he 
still  is.     Has  held  \'arious  commissions  to  make  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes,  etc.,  and  has  now  been  for  more  than 
a  third  of  .1  century  in  the  military  or  ci\il  service  of  his 
country. 


OF  THE  ANCII<:N'I'  town  ok  Rl'-DDINO. 


THE  CIVIL  WAR.— READING'S  ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

ItiscriLicd  upon  ilie  Suldiurs'  Muminient  in  l.,iunl  llill  I  eiiiL-ici  y,  Kc.irliii^. 


Corp.  Siinint.'r  1>.  Voi\ng 


( iuo.  W.  XcImiii 
John  1'^.  Kiiliiiisdii 
'I'lioinas  i;.  ll.iiKKifl 
.\ll)L'i  t  I!.  I  '.iiK  i -^1  in 
lMK\,nil  I',.  I'iMtl  . 
(  lias.  I ,.  (  roiK  h 
C  has.  ( ).  N'oung 


S.  Xclson  We^lon 
l'<l\\.n(l  I'',.  Nil. hols 
Jeiciiu.ih  l)flay 

C'apl.  <  has.  1 1.  StL'\  ens 


•|1ioinas  S.  WakeMcl 
(  )livf  1-  S.  1  lartsliorn 
I  leni  v  K.  I'arker  . 


kohcrl  v..  XiJiols 

( 'orp.  (  has.  .\.  I  )iii 

John  II.  Wfslon  . 
I  I  L  111  V  I',.  \\  ardw  (.1 


(   nip.    kullLTt    1'^.  N\'ustoll 


(iuo.  11.  Winn  .... 

.\(lani  I  IlIIlt  .... 

(  'orp.  <  'tis  I!.  .Saiibiirn  . 

Scigl.  I  lairisoii  I'lliliLlts 

Mathi.is  <  anipliull 

1  lenrv  \\  .  I\  uninifr,  J  r. 

Patrick  1  )Llay  .... 

.Sy<hiLV  (  opLlaiul  . 

I  Uiniul  I iuriy  .... 

'1  lionias  I  Idler 


Chas.  Holt  .... 
Strgt.  ( ieo.  J.  r.artlftt 
Leonard  Peterson 


( 'orp.  J  nles  K.  .Mlell  . 
I  )avitl  (  I'Keefe      .  . 
Corp.  ,\.sa  I'.  'I'ililietts 
Corp.  Toliias  I'inkhani 
1 1 enry  I  ),inioii,  2(1 
Sergt,  .\sa  (J.  lUiek  . 
John  A.  llarnes 
l!enj.  A.  Sanhorn  . 
Moses  I'!.  I'^aton    .  . 
Sanuiel  I'renti.ss 


Josiah  A.  Sniitli 
Chas.  \V.  Jone.s 
.\lbert  Damon  . 


Jonathan  Cook,  Jr. 


Solon  1>.  Smith 


Chas   11.  Houseman 


Co.  A,  r2th  Kegiment,  M.  \'. 

Co.  1),  30II1  Kr,i;inieiit,  M.  \'. 

1st  I  le.n  y  .\  1  lilhjiy,  .M  ,  \'. 
Co.  ( I  ;,tli  Keginu.-nl,  .M.  \'. 
(  'o.  I  >,  22d  •Regiment,  .M .  \', 
(11.  I  ),  50th  ke,i;iiiieiit,  .M  .  \'. 
(  11.  ( i,  I  ',th  keginieiit,  M .  \' 
(  'o.  .\,  I  Jth  kegiment,  .M.  \'. 

Co.  I),  50th  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
<  'o.  1  ),  50th  kegiment,  M  .  \'. 
(  d.  I ),  30lh  kegiment,  .M.  \'.  (formerly 
Co.  1 ),  ;;il  ke.nimenl ). 
( 'o.  .\,  I  5th  kegilllrlll,  M .  \'. 


Co.  K,  25th  kegiment,  \\'i>.  \'. 
(  o.  \-:,  .Sth  kegiment,  .\1.  \'. 
<;o.  1  „  I  st  (  Oloi  atlo  (  ax  airy. 

Jcl   keginieiil   United  States  (  avalry 
(fiirnierly  Co.  k;,  sth  kegiment,  .M  .  \  ). 
Co.  1  I,  501  li  kegiment,  M  .  \  .  ( foi  iiierK' 
Sih  k.illery). 
Co.  1  ),  50lh  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
to.  I),    ^,(1  kegiment,  M.  \'.  (tnrmerly 

t  o.  11,  3th  kegimeiil ). 
Co.  .\,  20th  kegiment,  M.  \',  (f 
(  o.  II,  ^th  kegiment  I. 
( '0.  (i,  ^:;d  kegimeiil,  M.  \  . 
(  ■(].  1',,  [61I1  ke;;inieiit,  M.  \'. 
(  'o.  I ),  ;,jd  ke};imeiil,  M.  \'. 
Co.  .\,  I  2th  kegimeiil,  M.  \'. 
Co.  1 ),  ;,;,d  kegimeiil,  .M .  \'. 
(  d.  .\,  12th  kegiment,  .M .  \'. 
(  0.  1  ),  26lh  kegimeiil,  M.  W 
I  o.  1),  22(1  kegimeiil,  M.  \'. 
(.d.  II,  1  ,.itli  kegiment,  M .  \'. 
Co,  I-",  ;tli  kegiment,  .M .  \'. 


Taken  prisoner  at  (  lettysbiirg,  July  1,  iSd^;  died  .il 
kichiniiiid,  I'tl).  27,  l!~>(V|,  ,vt.  25  ye. 11s. 

killed. il   I'elerslnirg,  We,  |nly.|,  I.Sri|,,e|.  1  ij  ye.ns. 

killed  ,it  .SpdINyh  .niia,  \'a.,  M.i)'  1 1),  l,S(i|,.el.  20  \e.ir>. 

killed  .11  Spiilts\  1\ .iiiia,  \  a.,  .M.iy  S,  |S|]|,        2',  \e.ir^. 

Killed  ill  the  Wilderness,  .May  5,  l.S(i|,.r.'l.  j  |  ve.us. 

1  lied  in  ke.iding,  (  )( t.  1  j;,  l<S()^,  ,et.  ]2  yc.irs. 

I  lied  ill  ke.idinj;,  Sept.  2  i,  iMO";,  .el.  2.S  ye.irs. 

I  tied  at  k.ippahannoi  k  Station,  \'a.,  Sept.  ,S,  i,S(i^,, 
.vl.  36  years. 

I  )ied  in  keading,  I-iept.  6,  ,el.  y]  years. 

I  >ied  in  ke.idiiiL;,  .\ngusl  20,  kS(i     .el.  2S  \ears. 

hied  .It  .Mcjiiiid  (  ily.  Ilk,  .\iigusl  10,  I.SdJ,  .vt.  I  .S 
ye.ii's. 

I.iilisled  a.-^  (inpdi.d.  Wounded  .il  l'',rn  I  l.iks  .md 
(  letlyslmrg,  .iiid  mml.dl)  wounded  ,il  llrisl(,\v'> 
Sl.ilinn,  (  let.  I  I,  iStij  ;  died  ,il  .\ lex.iiidri.i,  \  .1.,  (  )i  I. 
I     I Sd^,  .et.  27  years. 

1  lied  al  ,\iuleis(ui\ iUe,  ( la.,  .\ugust.|,  iS6),,el.  ^,.)  year.^. 

I  )ied  in  ke.idiiij;,  June  21,  llSt)^,  ,et.  21  years. 

Killed  near  I'oil  I, .lined,  Kan.,  Sept.  23,  \S(>\,  ,vl.  22 
years. 

1  )ied  in  ke.iiling,  l>ee.  5,  1.S62,  .et.  27  years. 

Moil.ilh    woniuled   and  laptured  ,it    I'elerslnirg,  |iil\ 

50,  i.So.i  ;  died  .\ugust  v  c^C.|,  ,vt.  20  vears. 
I  lied  ill  keading,  ()el.  2(1.  iSt'i^,  .vl.  20  vears. 
hied   in    W.ishiiigtcni,    1).  C-,  I'el),    IV   I'^^l'i;,  ,el. 


Co.  1),  30lh  kegiment,  .M .  \'. 
Co.  I ),  30th  kegiment,  .M  .  \'. 
Co.  1),  33d  Regiment,  .M .  \'.  (formerly 
Co.  IS,  5th  Regiment ). 

Co.  h,  5  3(1  Regiment,  .M .  \'. 

Co.  .\,  ijth  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
( ■().  1),  30th  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
Co.  1),  30lh  kegiment,  M.  \'. 

(,d.  1',,  l6lh  kegiment,  .M .  \'. 
Co.  h,  30tli  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
Co.  h,  50th  kegiment,  .M .  \'. 

Co.  I ),  22(1  kegiment,  M.  \'. 
(d.  h,  30th  Regiment,  \l.  \'. 
(  d.  I ),  3otli  Regiment,  M.  \'.  (foriiierl) 
(  o.  C,  I  Sth  Regiment ). 

(  d.  K,  iSlh  Regiment,  .M .  \'. 

Co,  h,  22(1  Regiment,  M.  \'. 

Co.  R,  i()th  Regiment,  M.  \'. 


t.'o.  1 1,  24th  Regimeiil,  .M.  \'.  (formerly 
in  Co.  !>,  3th  Regiment). 

Co.  R,  iSth  Regiment,  M.  \'. 

Co.  .\,  52(1  Regiment,  M.  \'. 


iinierh    I 'R'd  in  l''aliiionlh,         Jan.  15,  1.S6;,  ,el.  23  \'ears. 


hii  il  ill  \\  .isliiiigliui,  I  ).  C  ,  Jan.  ..|,  1SO5.  .vl.  iS  \e,irs. 
hied  in  .\ iin,ip( dis,  .Md.,  (IlI.  27,  l,S('i2,  .et.  :;(>  vears. 
hied  in  .\le.\aiidi  ia,  \'a.,  ()et.  22,  1.SO2,  ,vt.  21  ve.irs. 
hied  in  .\le\aiidria,  t)(t.  Hj,  i,S()2,  .vt.  23  ye.irs. 

hied  in  .\ le.v.mdri.i,  \'a.,  IK.t.  7,  i.S(i2,  ,vl.  )i  \ears. 
Killed  at  ,\ 111  iel.uii,  Md.,  Se|)t.  17,  l.S(i2,  .et.  20  ve.irs. 
hied  at  New  (lileaiis,  1  ,a.,  Sept.  8,  i,S(i2,  .el.  20  ve.iis. 
Rilled  at  (  I, lines  .Mills,         June  27,  iS(i2,,vl.20  vears. 
1  lied  in  Reading,  J.m.  2(1,  i.Sr,2,  ,vt.  .15  ye. lis. 
Killed  at  Hull  Run,  \'a.,  Jul)-  21,   i.S()i,  .et.  20  ye.irs. 

Idle  liisl  ke.idiiii;  \olunleer  killed, 
hied  at  Maltooii,  Ilk,  .\iigusl  i),  i.Sd^,  ,el.  21)  \ears. 
hied  at  11, lion  koiige  l.a.,  Jul)  2,  1.S65,  ,et.  56  years. 
Rilled  at  ( lelt)'sliurg,  Jul)  3,  l.Sti^,  .et.  21  years. 

Rilled  ,it  ( lett)  slnirg,  July  3,  i.Sfi^,  ,et.  20  years, 
;  hied  at  I'airfa.v,  \'a  ,  June  23,  iiSo^,  ,vt.  \.\  vears. 

hied  at  llalim  Rouge,  I, a.,  June  8,  1S6;,  ,et.  .|0  vears. 

hied  at  ll.iton  Rouge,  I, a.,  Nhiy  28,  186;,  a.'t.  52  vears. 
j  Killed  at  Chaiu  ellorsville.  May  5,  1865,  .vl.  2^  ye.irs. 
j  hied  at  ll.iliui  Rouge,  I. a.,  .April  ii).  1865,  .vl.  28  years. 

hied  in  Reading,  .M.ireh  24,  18(15,  ;vl.  24  years. 

hied  in  W.ishington,  1).  C.,  k'ek.  19,  18(15,  ,et.  24  )ears. 

hied  in  New  I  Irle.ins,  l.a.,  I'eli.  18,  18^5,  ,vl.  49  vears, 

hied  in  Re.iding,  .M.mh  1  ij,  18(13,  .et.  32  years. 

hied  at   U.illimiue,  .M  d  ,  k  eli.  24,  186^  .vt.  18  years. 

hied  in  ke.iding,  he(.  I,  1864,  .vt.  20  ye.irs. 

r.iki;n  prisoner  June  4,   1864;  died  of   >lar\aliiMi  iu 

Milieu,  C.i.,  No\'.  16,  1864,  .vt.  40  years. 
'I'akeii   prisoner  at    keam's   .Station,   June    50,  1864  ; 

died  of  sl.ir\.ition  at  .\miapoli.-,    Md.,  hee.  3,  i80|, 
■    'i''-  ,),)  y^''i'"^- 

.Moilall)  wounded  at  Weldon  Railroad,  Sept.  50,  1864  : 
died  .il  (  it)   l'oiiil,\'a.,  (  )et.  (1,  l8o.|,  ,et.  \<,  years. 

Killed  .it  I'opl.u  (lro\e  (  hiirch,  \  a.,  Sept.  50,  1864, 
xl.  27  years. 
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'I'W'O  IIl^NDREI)  AND  FIFTIETH  ANN  I  V1':RSARY 


GEORGE  W,  ABORN, 

A  I.I  \\i  1  I  i.ii  k\\  .11(1  lliriiu,L;li  llic  last  fuw  tleculcs  cif  the  growth 
of  NValvL'tiuKl  Ijiiiig-^  forth,  with  (li->lini  tiit-NS,  the  familiar  face  and 
form  of  a  cili/.en  who,  (hiiiiii;  ihu  \  i;.u  s  of  his  activity,  wa.s  notably 
a  pushing,  eiieri;el  ic,  and  cnlhusiaslii  hcliuver  in  the  future  of  W'ake- 
hehh  Such  a  man  was  (leorge  Washington  Abornl  lie  was  horn 
in  I  .yniiliLkl,  May  -4,  the  youngest  soir  of  John  ami  I'di/.aheth 

((loiildl  .\li(nn.  W  hen  a  mere  child,  his  parents  removed  to  South 
Keatling.  1  lecinning  of  age,  he  took  a  posit  ion  as  clerk  in  the  freight 
department  of  llie  llosion  \  Maine  Railroad.  In  1S63,  he  was 
appointed  stal ion  .igeiil  at  the  W  akelield  I  pper  1  )epot  and  held  the 
phn  e  about  ten  yeai'^.  1  1  e  I h en  eiit ered  i  11  to  partnership  with  J.imes 
1!.  v..  r.irker  in  the  coal  and  wood  business,  and  after  Mr.  I'arker's 
de.il  h  ccMil inued  the  business.  I  I e  eret  ted  houses  to  sell  ami  to  rent, 
built  slines  for  business  purposes,  bought  huge  tr.icts  of  land,  and 
after  remcn  ing  the  wood,  l.iid  out  si  reels,  I h  us  .liding  the  extension  of 
the  resideiili.il  limits  of  the  low  n.  .\  I  le.ist  si.\  of  the  present  dwelling- 
houses  on  \'ale  .\\enue  to-d.iy  were  built  by  him,  and  one  is  still 
occupied  by  his  f.miily.  I'^aiiy  in  iNijo,  he  sold  out  his  coal  and 
wood  business.  (In  July  24,  l.Sijo,  he  w.is  stricken  with  heart  failure 
and  expiie<l  instantly.  In  his  death  W'.ikelield  lost  a  citi/en  who  b)' 
every  act  .iiul  deed  did  what  he  (  ould  for  her  advancement.  .Mr. 
.\b(un  serveil  in  the  gre.it  ('i\il  War.  lie  enlisted  with  Co.  V.., 
5th  Regiment,  on  the  e\er  meinor.ible  njlli  of  .\pril,  1861,  holding 
the  rank  of  sergeant  ;  and  was  l.iken  a  [irisoner  at  the  first  battle  of 
ISull  Run,  Julv  Ji,  iSdi.  lie  w.is  following  his  company  from  the 
field  of  battle,  .ind  li.id  p.iused  to  gi\e  a  wounded  comrade  a  drink 
of  water.wheii  the  ( 'i  uifederal  e  i  .i\ .dry  seized  h  i  ni.  .Sergeant  .\l)orn 
with  two  comr.ides  of  his  own  company  who  had  also  been  taken 
prisoners,  were  hurried  lo  RKhmoud,  aiul  then  to  New  (  )rleans,  and 
hiler  to  .Salisbur)-,  \.  ( .\flei  elexeii  months  in  captiv  ity  he  was 
exchanged,  and  June  1  |,  iSlu,  (ui  his  return  to  .Scnith  Keatling,  was 
tendered  a  public  reception  b\  his  tow  ns|)eople. 

In  local  institutions,  .Mi.  .\boiii  always  took  a  deep  interest, 
lie  .served  on  the  school  board  from  1S75  to  iSSo;  wa.s  a  member 
and  one  of  the  assessors  of  the  Congregational  church  for  several 
terms  ;  was  a  nieniber  of  II.  M,  Warren  l'c*t,  \o.  12,  Ci.  .\.  R.,  of 
the  Wakelield  lio.ird  of  Trade,  and  of  Coldeii  Rule  Lodge, 
A.  I'",  and  A.  M.  July  ^  i860,  he  married  .Mary  h"rance.s  I'eimell, 
daughter  of  .Sumner  and  f'.iinice  (Currier)  I'eiinell.  Five  children 
were  li(>rn  of  ihe  union  :  (ieiuge  I'ennell,  born  June  S,  1863;  John 
(iould,  born  I  )ec.  11,  iSii:^,  died  luU'i),  1867;  .\ ith ur  Sumner,  born 
June  20,  i8fi8  (the  da)  Smith  Reading  became  NN'akelield)  ;  Willard 
Crant,  born  .Sept.  Jj,  1870;  Crace  I'de.mor,  born  .\pril  29,  187 j. 


().NI',  of  the  oklest  .iiid  most  respected  lili/eus  of  W.iki  lu  ld.  .mil 
still  in  acti\e  usefulness  in  Ihe  c  1  mi  in  u  iii  I  \',  is  I  )e.i,  (  leorge  Rred 
Moi  risim. 

born  in  Ueiry,  X.  II.,  July  l,  1815,  Ihe  son  of  Jdhn  .iiid  Sar.ih 
Morrison,  lie  comes  of  stiiid)  .Siullish  liiu  .ige,  of  Ihe  \igoii.us 
I'resbyterian  stamp.  I  lis  earl)  edm  at  ion  was  obt.uned  in  ihc  pubfu 
schools  of  his  native  tow  n.  lie  hariud  Ihetr.ideof  ,i  sluu  ui.il.i  r, 
and  aliout  sixty  ye.irs  ago  cmie  lo  South  Re.iding,  .lud  iiiaih.'  shoes 
for  Joseph  \\'.  .\twell  and  olliers.  .\  few  years  later  he  eiiteied  ihe 
emplciymellt  of  C.ipl.  I'hom.is  iMiiersoii  as  a  shoe  cutter,  where  he 
relii, lined  a  consider, ible  period.  4'lien  for  ihirly  )ears  he  followi  d 
the  same  o(.cup.iliiHi  with  johu  W  hite  \  I  o.  .mil  John  (i.  .\boiii, 
and  more  recently  at  the  shoe  f.iclory  ol  lleiiiy  llaski  ll. 

Mr.  Morrison  has  .ilw.iys  been  .icli\el)  iiiteiested  in  llu'  giowih 
and  best  development  of  his  ado|5teil  town,  and  Ihe  ad\ am  i  nieni  ol 
her  cherished  institutions.  He  w  as  ,i  member  of  the  Soul  h  Re.idiiig 
Rilles,  holding  a  wan, ml  ,is  orderly  sergi  aiil,  ,nid  serving  .is  ileik 
and  treasurer,  .111(1  p.ii.ided  wil  h  that  g.ill.iiil  ( 1  ups  ,it  I  he  bi  1  i  u  I  cuu  i.d 
celebi.iliou  of  18. |  |.  lie  was  one  of  Ihe  origin, il  (oipor.ilois  of  the 
Wakehcld  .Savings  b.m]<,  .mil  fin  .ilioul  leu  ye. lis  w.is  tieasiuei  of 
the  lin  .il  cooper.itive  iuslituliim  known  .is  the  L'nion  .Store. 

In  the  religious  life  of  the  cimi  111 11 11  ity  I  le.u.on  Morrison  has  hecu 
most  closely  ide  11  tilled,  and  w  idely  km  iw  n  .iiid  1  espei  ted.  1 11  1  8  ^S,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  ( 'oiigregatioiial  i  liun  h,  and  of  Ihe  f  irsl 
I'arish  about  the  same  time.  lie  was  elei  ted  .1  de.iicm  in  1800,  for 
a  life  term,  and  has  bec-ii  a  devoted,  eiil  husiastic  laborer  and  1. ( mus(4- 
lor  in  all  departments  of  c  hurt  li  ai  1  i  \  ily.  I  lis  coiisi  am  y  .iml  pum  1 11- 
ality  in  his  oliii  iai  rel.itions  h.ive  lieeii  lem.irlv.ible,  for  in  .ill  his  lon^ 
Service  of  tliirly4i\e  ve.irs  in  the  di.uonale  lie  has  never  failed  I'l  lie 
present  and  ollit  i. lie  at  a  single  one  of  ihe  bi-moiilhlv  communion 
services  of  the  church,  for  tweiit)  live  years  he  WMs  treasurer  of  the 
<  ongregatiimal  c  11  11 11  h,  li.i  V  ing  del  lined  .1  leeleclioii  in  l8i):;.  lie 
was  formerly  president  of  the  N'oung   Men's  l_4i risi i.iii  .\ ssoi  i,ii  ii iu 


GEORGE  R.  MORRISOt'J. 

of  .South  Reading,  and  was  one  of  the  orgaiii/ers  and  the  first 
suiierintendent  of  the  Nbnitrose  .Sunday  si  hool,  .m  institutimi  lliat 
has  been  a  powerful  inlluence  for  g(;od  in  the  easterly  suburb  of 
Wakelield. 

.Mr.  Morrison  was  married,  in  1831).  to  .Sarah  F.  l^alon,  who  was 
the  daugliler  of  Rrederii  k  Ikdlard  l^.ilon.  .1  desi  eildant  of  .111  e, lily 
settler  of  the  old  tow  11.  Their  i  liildri  ii  ,ire.  Miss  .S.nali  (leoigelle 
Morrison,  and  Flla        wife  of  J.  Warren  Poland,  of  Wakelield. 


to  the  war  of  the  Kchclhon,  tlie 
IJicsent  town  ol  IveacHiit;'  outranked  its 
sister  town  of  S(juth  Reading;  in  industries 
wiiicli,  for  that  time,  muler  tlie  industrial 
conditions  tlien  e\er_\' where  prexailini;, 
were  of  marked  iiiijiortance.  After  tlie  _\  ear  1S55,  ho\\e\  er^ 
the  lialanre   ;;"r,ichiaM)-  chanL;e(k  until    iinall)-  \\'al-;eliel(l 


YE  OL0E^^-TIME  SHOE  SHOP. 

far  exceeded  its  neighboi"  in  tlie  extent  of  its  in- 
dustrial enterprises.  'I'o-da)'  l\.eadin[;  is  cliielly 
a  place  of  residence,  alth()uj;h  the  few  industries 
of  the  town  produce  an  annual  product  far  larger 
than  many  suppose  ;  indeed,  when  a;j;gregate 
x'alue  of  product  is  consitlered,  the _/esu]ts  were 
prolxibly  never  more  important  than  at:  present. 
Industries  which  in  former  daj's  were  acti\'e  have 
passed  entirely  away,  but  others  of  a  dilterent 
ciiaracter  have  taken  their  place.  The  manu- 
facture of  boots  and  shoes  and  cabinel-makin<; 
were   formerly  the    leading    employments.  Of 


these,  the  fust  named  was  the  more  ancient,  and  the 
(jther  the  more  e\tensi\e. 

The  pioneer  in  the  lioot  and  shoe  industi)'  ajjpears  to 
have  been  Lieut,  josei-ih  Bancroft,  who,  about  175S,  began 
(jperations  on  a  somewhat  broader  scale  than  the  usual 
household  manufacture.  l)uringtlie  Re\'oluiionaiy  ]jeriod, 
I'.phraim  I'arker  and  I'hineas  Sweetser  were  coimected 
with  the  indListry,  and  sul)se(iuentl_v  we  fuul  the  names  of 
1 'aiiiel  Chute,  179-  ;  b'nathan  Temple,  1704;  1  )a\id 
I'l'alt,  i7')i>  ;  Silas  .Smilh,  1796  ;  Kphraim  \\'eston,  1S04  ; 
W'.irren  I'eikins.  \^o]  ;  Isaac  llpt(jn,  l.illey  IvUon,  Lo- 
renzo barker,  Kicliaitlson,  Wan.  K.  I'eikins,  b'hn 
Adden,  .\l)iel  llolden,  I ).  k'.irmer  Weston,  Thomas  11. 
Sweetsci",  ,uul  ollit-is,  all  of  whom  li.ue  passed  away. 
Stillman  K.  I'.irker,  Ceorge  \\.  Leathe,  Joseph  L.  I'ratt, 
(iilm.in  ('.('oggin,  I'-dwin  liasselt,  (leorge  A.  Richardson, 
b'hn  liuirill,  lames  II.  ISancroft,  and  R(.)swell  .\'.  Temple 
ha\e.  at  wii  ious  limes,  L)een  engaged  in  the  industrw  anil, 
still  later,  Messrs.  Jason  W.  Richardson,  !■',.  R.  Richardson, 
The  lirown  Shoe  Company,  Clirb)rd  P.  Weston,  ll,illett\" 
I 'rann.  The  W'elcli-Rrush  ('omp,in\-,  and  .Vathan  ll.iiicroft. 


HESIDbNCE  OF  JAMES  WIGHT, 
.S.iiiljnrn  Street,  ke.tdiii;.;. 
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TWO  IUrNI)RI<:i)  ANM)  prFriEril  .\NNfVERS.\R\' 


For  man)' 


S\T,VlvS'l'KR  IIARN'Dl'.N  was  born  Oct.  17,  i>So_), 
in  Wilmington,  Mass.  1  )uring  iiis  boyhood  his 
parents  remo\L'(l  to  Stoddard,  N.  II.,  where  lie  li\'ed 
nntil  about  nineteen  jeai's  of  age,  wiien  he  determined 
to  mal<e  liis  own  way  in  Hfe,  and  to  carry  out  his  phins  he 
came  to  Reading,  and  bound  himself  as  an  apprentice  to 
Luther  I'JHolt,  who  was  engaged  in  tlie  cabinet-maker's 
trade.  Mr.  llarmien  served  iiis  time  faithfully  with  Mr. 
Klliott,  and  gained  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of 
cabinet-making.  In  18.27,  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  commenced  business  for  himself,  fmding  a  friend 
who  had  suftkient  confidence  in  him  to  loan  him  some 
money,  this  friend  seeing  in  him  energy,  prudence,  and 
foresight.  With  this  assistance  Mr.  Marnden  opened 
a  successful  career  as  a  manufacturer  of  furniture. 
He  worked  night  and  day  to  secure  success 
years  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
driving  his  own  team  from 
Reading  to  Roston,  taking  tn 
market  the  goods  which  had 
been  manufactured  in  his  '  '  .' 
shop.  .\t  nighl,  on  return- 
ing home,  he  would  work 
half  the  night  in  getting 
another  load  ready  for  the 
next  day's  trip.  He  also  , 
worked  for  many  _\ears  at 
the  bench,  securing  b)-  this 
jjractise    integrity   of  work-  :    "'  " 

manship  and  promptness  in 
lining  orders.  In  this  \\a\'  ' 
he  built  up  his  trade,  which 
increased  rapidly.  In  iSTio, 
he  had  large  connecti(uis  in 
the  South  and  cm  the  I'a- 
ciiic  coast.  Some  of  the 
swift  clipper  ships  of  tlid^e 
days  carried  out  the  procku  ts 
of  the  Reading  manufactory, 
and  coasters  took  his  protl- 
ucts  to  Southern  ports. 

He  was  the  first  manufact- 
urer to  recognize  the  good 
Cjualities  of  the  Schouley 
ventilated  refrigerator,  and  he  undertook  its  manufacture 
on  a  large  scale.  The  principle  of  the  invention  was 
that  dry  air,  whether  cold  or  not,  was  essential  for  the 
preservation  of  fruit,  foods,  etc.,  while  the  necessity  of 
purity  as  well  as  dryness  of  air  was  recognized  ;  so 
the  well-known  Harnden  refrigerators  were  constructed 
to  secure  not  only  a  circulation  of  air  within  the  re- 
frigerating chamber,  but  a  supply  of  fresh  air  from  the 
outside.  Prior  to  this,  only  plain,  tight  ice-boxes  had 
l^een  used.  ^ 

Mr.  Harnden  was  a  man  of  exceedingly  generous 
nature,  and  was  very  apt  to  give  longer  credits  than  a 
careful  attention  to  business  would  allow  ;  so  when  the 
(:i\  il  War  broke  out,  in  iSfu,  he  found  himself  thoroughly 
embarrassed  on  account  of  his  large  connections  with 
Southern  towns.    The  difhculty  of  collections  had  been 


SYLVESTER  HARNDEN 


iiu  leasing  before  ,u  live  hostililies  began,  .iiul  (his  con 
stant  crippling  resulted  finally  in  Ijringing  his  business  to 
a  crisis;  but  Mr.  Harnden  alwa\'S  had  good,  strong  linan- 
cial  friends,  friends  who  were  willing  to  help  him  in 
every  emergency,  —  and  they  came  to  his  rescue  at  tiiis 
time,  so  that  he  retained  his  hold  upon  his  manufactur- 
ing busiiu.'ss  in  Reading,  .iiul  carried  it  along  till  Iiis 
death. 

In  spile  of  the  cares  of  his  business,  Mr.  Ilariuleu 
was  always  a  prominent  man  in  town  alTairs,  e\'er  aiding 
all  public  improvements.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  see 
the  necessity  of  the  Roston  &  Maine  Railroad.  It  will 
be  rememberetl  l)y  many  that  the  first  project  relative  to 
this  road  was  to  carry  it  down  through  Woburn.  Mr. 
Harnden,  with  Mr.  Stephen  I''oster,  Mr,  \\'illiam  R.  Per- 
kins, and  others,  saw   that  this  meant  leaving  Reading 

out  ol  the  railroad  systems 
in  the  immediate  \'icinity  of 
IJoston,  and  b)-  liieir  per- 
sonal efforts,  having  the 
■"  frienflship    of     Mr.  lames 

Hayward,  wlio  suixeyed  the 
road,  and  who  was  the  first 
jDresident  of  the  lloston 
Maine  Railroad,  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  road  were 
finally  induced  to  sur\'ey 
tiieir  line  through  the  town 
of  Reading,  and  to  Mr.  Harn- 
den, more  than  to  any  other 
one  man,  is  Reading  in- 
debted for  her  present  rail- 
road facilities.  In  all  othei' 
matters  he  al\\a\'s  had  the 
future  welfare  of  Reading  in 
mind.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  foremost  men  in  all  works 
of  charit\'.  (  )i)en-han(led  to 
a  fault,  he  made  as  main 
real  triends  as  an)-  man  who 
e\er  carried  on  work  in  this 
town.  .\  kind  |)aix'nt,  he 
was  also  a  true  friend,  and 
even  when  he  had  prejudices, 
he  was  known  to  give  the  party  against  whom  he  bore 
them  the  warmest  and  friendliest  service.  He  was  a 
great  lo\'er  of  music,  and  in  his  youth  was  known  as  an 
excellent  singer,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  choir  of  the 
Old  South  Church.  A  severe  illness,  however,  deprixed 
him  of  his  capacity  in  this  direction,  but  his  lo\e  of 
music  he  retained,  and  whenever  a  singing-school  or  any 
other  project  was  suggested  for  the  development  of  the 
musical  talent  of  Reading,  Mr.  Harnden's  personal  and 
pecuniary  interests  were  at  once  enlisted,  and  he  did  all  in 
his  power  to  stimulate  musical  instruction.  Mr.  Harnden 
married  Mar)'  lilizabeth  .Sherman,  who  was  born  in 
Dover,  N.  H.,  and  was  the  stepdaughter  of  ("ol.  Thomas 
Parker,  of  Reading.  A[r.  Harndi  n  died  Mav  19,  1S73. 
Mrs.  Harnden  sui\ived  him,  p.issing  awa)-  .\pril  10, 
1881. 


1/  dr.'/-  :ffi  ■  I. 


,  mi;'  ii;,'  ■ 
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Ol'  THK  ANCIKX'I"  'I'OWN  Ol'  RKDDlNd 


'I  he  fouiulci"  of  the  cahinet-inaking  industry  was  Am- 
brose Kingman,  long"  since  deceased,  and  lie  was  followetl 
by  liis  brotiier  Henry,  and  nepiiew  William,  and  by  Lu- 
ther Elliott,  Hammond  l''lint,  Amos  Sweetser,  Charles 
Carter,  Henry  F.  Parker,  J.  \V.  Beers,  S.  T.  Ruggles, 
John   Ciieney,  Gardner  French,  D.  B.  Lovejoy,    1).  C. 


olfices  ol  trust  antl  rcs|)onsil)ilii\',  began  in  iS_|o,  and 
conductetl  until  iSc;^,  the  manufacture  t)t  coacli  lace  at 
a  factory  upt)n  Main  Street.  Suljseciuent  to  i''^32,  Messrs. 
l''rost  \:  I'ratt  were  engagetl  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks. 
This  indiistr)'  was  founded  l>\'  Innathaii  I'rost.  who  after- 
wards Ijecame  associated  with   h.miel   I'latt.    'i'he  inisi- 


HARNDEN'S  FURNITURE  AND  SAV/  MILL. 
Sliowiiig  entr.iiice  lo  Mill  Y.\rd,  I.yctiiin  H.ill,  .iiid  rc.ir  of  Jewelry  Store  of  iieiij.  I'.,  lle.ud. 


ICsl.ibli^lied  by  .Sylvester  H.inulen  .iboiit  iSjo.  'fhruui;!!  his  pcrson.ll  exertions  .1  business  w.ts  built  lli.it  involved  .i  l.ir^e  .iniount  of  money  .uid  ,L;.i\e  einployineiit  to 
iii.iiiy  of  Rc,Tdiiit;'s  old-linie  citizens  through  ,i  cuiitinuuus  period  of  ye.irs.  Here  were  ni.iiiiif.ti  tured  i.irioiis  .irti(  les  of  lioii-^eliMld  Inrnitme  foi  the  New  Imi^I.iiuI  ind 
.Southern  Ir.ide,  with  refriger.Ttors  .IS  a  specialty,  as  numy  as  3,000  of  the  latter  being  the  oiiti>ni  in  one  se.ison,  the  s.iles  in  iN57  .tinouniiut;  to  <57,m.,.i.  .As  an  evideme 
ttiat  Mr.  H.irnden's  business  sai^.icity  we  to  the  tow  11  a  solid  and  substantial  industry,  til, It  li, id  . I  Listing  elfeet  on  its  intern. il  de  \  elopnient,  it  might  be  iiotiLctl  ih.a  I.e\i 
.Abliott,  foreni.m  of  the  works,  was  contimi.illy  employed  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  .md  Ch.irles  I-',  rinkh.iin  .iiul  Ldw.itd  1  .  r.tii.er  lor  lhiriy-h\e  .mil  thiit\  ye.irs 
respectively.  The  deatli  ol  Mr.  llarnden  in  i.'i73  marked  the  close  of  an  industry,  wliiili  this  mill,  with  others  in  the  s.ime  line,  li.id  in.ule  Re.nliiig  widelx  known  ,is  .1 
manufacturing  center  of  not  a  little  importance.    Edward  Manning  continued  the  pl.iiit  until  it  was  destroyed  by  lire. 


Richardson,  bimes  Davis,  Charles  Manning,  I'Vederick 
Miller,  and  others,  among  whom  l)insinore  cS:  (Jrouard, 
and  Sylvester  Harnden  hold  prominent  place.     Mr.  Harn- 
den  long  conducted  the  old  mill  at  the  head  of  Ilav-en 
Street,  which  was  burned  in  April,  1SS4.     Dinsmore  \: 
(Irouard   owned  tiie 
mill  on  Salem  Street, 
originally  built  about 
1 S50     \)  y     W  illiam 
iSadger,     and  now, 
somewhat  changed 
in   form,  carried  on 
under    the  superin- 
tendence   of  i)a\'id 
Kendall. 

'l^his  brief  general 
sketch  of  the  older 
industries  of  the 
town  should  not  omit 
mention  of  one  or 
two  points  of  historic 
interest,  although  the 
enterprises  to  which 
they  allude  hax'e  long 
since  ceased  to  e.xist. 
Nathan  Weston,  of 
Reading,  is  said  to 


ness  in  Reading  was  tliscontiiuied  about  i^^^),  although 
.Mr.  I'i'att's  successors  still  continue  it  in  lio^ton.  In 
the  il.i\'s  when  tiie  iiianuf.icture  ot  tinware  ,ind  st()\'e  fit- 
tings was  (jf  ciinsiderable  local  impinl.ince,  'i'risti'am 
bittlelield  began  the  business  in  Reading,  coming  thitlier 

trom  W'.ikelield  in 
1  S  13.  The  m.iuul ac- 
ture  of  oigan-pi  pe.^, 
lounded  in  1 S  (y  by 
Samuel  i'leree,  re- 
centl}'  deceased,  but 
still  continued  l)\  his 
successors.  h.is  .il- 
wa)'s  r.mketl  as  one 
of  the  permanent  and 
most  prosperous  in 
ilustiies  ot  the  town  ; 
while  the  manufacture 


of  church  organs,  con- 
ilucted  at  [>resent  b)- 
f  i  r  m  s  of  compar.i- 
ti\'el\'  recent  origin, 
was  begun  b)'  the  late 
Thomas  Appleton, 
antl  carried  on  b)- 
him  in  a  f.ictory  on 
Prospect  Street,  west 

have  i)een  the  inventor  and  maker  of  the  lirst  silk  hat.  of  the  railway  station,  which,  sulisecpiently  removed  from 
Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  lie  was  the  founder  of  the  its  original  site,  now  forms  part  of  the  premises  occu- 
manufacture  of  hats  in  the  town,  about  1812,  and  was  pied  by  the  machine  shop  of  11.  K.  .Austin, 
followed  by  Thomas  Sweetser  and  Warren  Perkins.  No  The  modern  industries  of  Reading  include,  among 
trace  of  this  industr)'  remains.  William  J.  Wightman,  others,  boots  and  shoes,  machinery,  paper  bo.xes,  rubber 
long  a  well-known  citizen,  who  held  various  municipal     goods,  metallic  brushes,  organs,  organ-pipes,  and  neckties. 


RESIDENCE  OF  J.  M.  PERLEV, 
I^ichardson  .Avenue,  corner  foster  Street,  Waketielil. 


314 


'rWO  HUNDRED  AND  KlFTlKl'll  AN  .\' I V  I'lKSA  KY 


NO  one  in  tlie  town  of   Readin';'  is  more  lainiliariy 
known  tiian  Samuel  I'ierce,  wlio  came  to  the  town 
in  1S37  from  iiis  nati\e  place,  Ilehron,  N.  11.,  where  he 
was  l)(jrn  [une  12,  iSk^.     1 1  is  ijai'ents  were  .Samuel  aiul 
<  )live  I'ierce,  and  the  son  li\ed  upon  the  farm  in  that 
town  until  he  was  eigiiteen  years  of  au,"e,  when  he  located 
in  Reading,  and  became  an  ai)prentice  to  the  caliinet- 
making  trade  under  the  late  (leor^e  Badger.     I''i\e  years 
later,  or  in  1S42,  he  remox'ed  to  Roston,  where  he  en- 
gaged with  E.  \-  (!.  (].  Hook,  the  fanu.ius  organ-builders, 
with  wiioni  he  learned  the  trade  of  metal  pipe-making, 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subsecpient  wide  reputa- 
tion in  connection  with  lliat  inilustry.    A  }'ear  prior  to 
his  going  to  Ikjston,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  E.  Eaton,  of 
North  Reading,  by  wlujm  he  had  four  children,  one  only  of 
whom  sur\  i\es.  Miss  C'lar.i  (.'.  I'ierce.    In  1^46,  Mr.  I'ierce 
returned  to  Reading,  and  in 
1847  began  the  manufacture        r      .      -  - 
of  metal  organ  ]3ipes  for  the 
trade,  his  nianufactor)' being 
in  a  small   ell   of  his    icsi-        '■  . 
dence.     Jiut  persistent  elfc^rt 
and  a  determniation  to  pvo- 
duce  onl\'  the  best  soon  de- 
manded laiger  c|uarters,  ami 
he  has  li\ed  to  see  his  busi- 
ness grow    to  proportions 
which  have  given  the  town 
of   Reading  an  enviable  and 
wide  reputation. 

From  tile  making  of  metal 
organ  pipes,  Mr.  Pierce  has 
gradually  extended  his  busi- 
ness to  the  manufacture  of 
other  parts  of  the  organ,  em- 
bracing nearly  all  kinds  of 
material  used  by  builders, 
and  the  supeiior  C|ualit}'  of 
his  work  being  everywhere 
acknowledged,  his  trade  is 
now  unquestionably  the  most 
e.\tensi\e  on  tiiis  continent, 
extending  to  all  ])arts  of  tlie 
L'nited  States,  the  British 
Provinces,  Jamaica,  and  S(nith  America.  His  factory 
now  comprises  about  fourteen  thousand  feet  of  lloor 
space,  and  the  ser\'ice  of  fifty  workmen  are  reciuiretl  in  the 
various  departments  of  construction,  finishing,  etc.  Re- 
side metal  jjipes,  wood  pipes  are  manufactured,  and  these 
are  also  (irst  class  in  ever)-  respect,  as  well  as  the  ke\s, 
pedals,  action  jjarts,  and  other  lines  which  ha\e  been 
added  from  time  to  time.  'I'he  large  force  of  workmen 
employed  have  long  been  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Pierce, 
and  nearly  all  of  them  are  skilled  in  work  they  perform, 
some  portions  of  which,  notably  known  as  voice-making, 
requiring  a  line  conception  of  the  singing  (|ualities  of  an 
organ,  as  well  as  strength  of  tone,  in  1SS3,  a  decora- 
tive department  was  added,  for  tlie  ornamentation  with 
gold  and  colors  of  the  show-[)ipes  used  in  the  fronts  of 
church  organs,  and  a  building  h.as  since  been  erected  for 


this  special  work.  The  tollowing  ligiu'es  will  serve  to 
further  ilhrstiate  the  giowth  of  this  imporlaiU  Reading 
industr)' :  In  i'S5o,  .Mr.  Pierc  e's  pa)--roll  amounted  to 
about  >3,ooo  pel'  }'ear.  Por  the  past  five  \'ears,  the 
average  has  bi'cn  ver)'  nearlv  $35,000  pei'  )'ear.  lie 
has  no  ix'cord  ol  how  much  metal  of  \ari(His  kinds 
was  used  in  i^^so,  but  in  the  \'ear  1892  the  amount 
used  was  as  follows:  27,000  pounds  tin,  43,17  s 
IJounds  lead,  98,455  pounds  sheet  /inc,  580  pounds  lirass, 
of  a  total  value  of  about  $14,000.  'l"o  box  ihe  pipes 
made  from  this  material  about  li\e  car-loads  ol  hoards 
were  used. 

Notwillistaiuling  I\Ir.  Pierce's  great  business  interests, 
he  has  alwa\s  taken  an  acti\'e  part  in  ilie  |.>uljlic  altairs 
of  the  town,  and  has  in  every  way  encouiaged  the  pro 
gressive  ideas  ol    later  da}'s.     His  lellow-tow  iismen  have 

ahvavs  jjlaced  the  most  im- 
plicit confidence  in  his  judg- 
ment, ami  ihis  faith  in  him 
has  twice  been  rewardetl  b) 
■  public  olfice.  In  1870,  he  was 

chosen  one  ol  the  selec  tmen 
of  Reading, and  the  same  year 
he  was  also  elected  to  the 
lower  house  of  the  (Ireat  and 
(ieneral  („'ourt  of  the  coiii- 
iiionweallh,  positions  which 
he  filled  with  credit  to  the 
town  and  the  State.  In  his 
capacit)  of  selectman  he 
e\'ince(l  a  keen  appreciation 
of  the  needs  ol  Reading,  and 
the  peoiile  saw  in  him  the 
material  tor  higher  legisla- 
ti\'e  duties.  In  this  lhe\ 
were  not  disappoinicd.  lb- 
was  placed  on  man\-  imi)or- 
lant  C(jmiiiittees  ot  the 
I  louse,  and  his  counsel  and 
acU'ice  in  llujse  bodies  |)ro\  ed 
of  great  \-alue  in  all  matters 
coming  before  them.  He 
is  Ijy  luj  means  a  voluhle 
man,  l.uit  weighs  all  matters 
well  which  are  jiresented  to  liim  for  consideration,  is 
careliil  and  painstaking  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  and 
to  these  (pialities  and  his  upright  character  may  justl)- 
be  attributed  the  success  he  has  attained  in  life.  He  is 
eminenth-  a  mail  of  deeds,  not  words,  and  all  through  his 
long  business  career  in  the  town,  extending  o\-er  a  half 
centur\-,  he  has  shared  the  res])ect  and  esteem  of  his 
people.  His  large  business  has  not  onl)-  ser\-ecl  to  hc\p 
build  up  the  town,  but  has  gi\-en  it  an  einiable  reputa- 
tion nearl)-  all  o\-er  the  ci\'ili/ed  world  as  a  manufacturing 
center  of  the  highest  class,  thoroughly  reliable  in  all  Ijusi- 
ness  transactions,  and  a  record  in  which  all  feel  a  pers(jnal 
l)ri(le  and  interest. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  a  ))i-oininent  member  of  the  (~)ld  South 
Congregational  .Societ}-,  and  ser\-ed  it  for  man)-  )-ears  as 
treasin-er. 


SAMUEL  PIERCE. 


OF  'l"HE  ANCIENT  TOWN  Ol-   R  l-'.l)  I )  1  NO. 
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To  Wakelicld  l)cloni;s  tlie  cretlit  of  several  imijortant. 
inventions,  as  well  as  the  origin  and  clevelo]3nient  of  at 
least  one  new  indnstry,  that  of  the  manufacture  of  rattan 
goods.    An  iinpioved 
awl,  usetl  in  the  mak- 
ing    of    hand-sewed  '  . 
shoes,  was  devised  by                          '                     "  ' 
Thomas  Woodward, 
Sr.,    wiio   is   said  to 
iiave   been   the  first 
American  m.uiiifact- 
urer  of  this  tf)ol.  Mr. 
Woodward  l)egan  the 
manufacture  of  siioe 
tools  in  Wakefield  as 
early  as  uS  i  o,  and  the 
industr)'  founded  by 
him    has    been  con- 
ducted in  later  years 
by  his  son,  james  I''. 
Woodward.     T  o  o  1  s 
made   by   this  estal)- 
lishment    were,  fiom 
the  til  St,  superior  to 
those  of  Knglisii  manufacture,  and  acquired  and  main- 
tained a  reputation  as  a  standard  article  until  the  man- 
ufacture of  iiand-niade  shoes  was  largely  superseded  by 
the  use  of  maciiinery.    The  credit  of  inventing  the  first 
razor-strop  of  the  well-known  modern  form  is  given  to 


LOBS  POUND  MILL, 
Norlli  Reading. 


Oiiarles  Faiiersou,  .\  nati\e  of  Wal^eliekl,  and  this  indiLs- 
try,  begun  b)-  him,  and  afterwards  continued  in  Wake- 
lield  b}'  the  Messrs.  .\lwell,  was  one  of  the  imkistries  of 

iiuporlauce  |)i  to  the 
war.  lip  ti)  the  )e.ir 
iSfio,  the  |)riiuii),d  iu- 
dustiies  ol  the  town 
imhided  the  manubie- 
ture  of  ratlan  g(jod.>, 
ii'on  castings,  stfjves, 
and  hollow  ware,  boots 
and  shoes,  medicinal 
preiiaralions,  r  .i  z  o  r  - 
s  t  r  o  p  s  ,  mechanit  s' 
tools,  and  cordage.  .\s 
in  most  towns  in  h'.ast- 
ern  Middlesex  Count)', 
the  boot  and  shoe  in- 
tlusti'y  was  one  of  the 
lirst  established,  .ind 
has  continued  of  con- 
siderable im[ioi'tauce 
up  to  the  [Mesent  time. 
( )ne  of  the  earliest  re- 
corded inckistrial  e\'ents  was  the  assignment  to  jonas 
Eaton  of  certain  pri\'ileges,  on  conditi(jn  that  he  rem. lined 


REUBEN  H.  0.  COPELAND. 

KianuvN  IIakhv  ()iu:k  t'oiaa. \n  n,  sou  of  ICIlHulge  ami  Kutli  IS. 
Copelaiul,  was  Ijorn  in  Ivciuling,  June  ii,  1851.  lie  atteiuleil  tlie 
pulilic  sellouts  of  Ills  native  town.  l'"or  twenty-one  years  tie  worked 
at  ttie  c:it)inet-nuiking  tiatte,  fust  for  Sylvester  Hariulen  in  t-ieading, 
and  afterwards  for  a  tiostoii  lirni.  lie  resiiled  in  ttie  city  while  em- 
ployed there,  t)nt  returned  to  Keading,  in  18S9,  to  assimie  the  mun- 
agenient  of  ttie  dry  goods  store  of  t'opeland  iV  liowser,  in  wtiich 
business  tie  is  now  engaged.  Nov.  28,  1.S75,  he  was  married  to 
(ieorgiiina  Ht.nr,  of  Ceorgi.i,  \'t.  'I'tieir  children  are  lulward  !•;., 
(Irace  .nid  (ieorgu  t).  Mr.  (  opetand  is  a  member  of  the  First 
tiaplisl  C'liurLli  and  (jf  l\anh<je  Lodge,  Is.,  of  1'. 


MERRICK  A.  STONE. 

■Mkrioik  .a.  Sri  in  i;.  son  of  StilhiKui  unil  jc.inette  .\.  Stone,  was 
born  at  Kutkiiui,  M.iss.,  Jiiuc  j 1^17.  Me  attended  tin-  pulilic 
schools  and  \\'ilt)ratunn  .Xi.ideniy.  .\ugust  H),  iSik),  at  .\uliurn 
d.de,  tie  entered  a  gioeeiy  store  to  learn  the  busine--^.  Se]it.  I.  I.S73, 
tie  started  for  himself  in  the  gidcery  Inisiness  in  Ke.idiiig,  in  utiieh 
tie  is  still  engaged.  lie  was  married  to  Kos.iniond  .\.  lirook-^,  I  hi. 
6,  1875.  Mr.  Stone  is  .1  dire(  tor  of  the  first  N.ilional  11. ink  of 
I'teading,  and  alscj  of  the  Ke.uliiig  (_'ooper.ui\ e  Hank,  ,uul  \  ice-pi  esi 
dent  of  .Meclianics'  Sa\ ings  Hank.  lie  is  .i  i  harter  meinliei  of 
.Security  Lodge  J08,  t.  ( ).  f  ).  Lnlerprise  Kehekali  Lodge  103, 
L  (  ).  ( ).  t'.,  lioston  Ketail  (Irocers'  .\s^oi  i.iiion,  Ke.iiling  Lodge 
tvniglitsof  Honor,  a  memljer  ot  the  (Irand  1  c^lge  Knights  of  tlonor 
of  .Massachu.setts,  and  lias  lieeii  district  deputy  gr.uid  diieetor  of  ttie 
order. 
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TWO  IIUNDRKI^  AND  FI  F'I'I  I'/n  I  A  M  NM  V  I^KS.\R^' 


FOREMOST  ainon^-  the  time-honored,  industrial  in- 
stitutions of  \\'ai<efield  is  the  shoe  manufactory  of 
'I'iiomas  Emerson's  Sons.  The  business  was  estaljlished 
by  tiie  late  Hon.  Thomas  Emerson  in  1805,  and  by  his 
sons  and  grandson  has  been  continued  and  expanded  to 
the  present  time,  and  is  now  recognized  as  the  oldest 
and  one  of  the  most  honorable  houses  in  tiie  trade.  The 
original  proprietor  was  born  in  the  old  parish  of  Read- 
ing, Oct.  2,  1785,  and  died  at  his  home  by  the  side  of 
Lake  Quannapowitt,  Nov.  29,  1871.  Captain  Emerson, 
as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  possessed  of  sterling 
N'irtues,  a  generous 

spirit,    and    great       '  ..^.^^'^  ■ 

business  sagacity, 
and  was  one  whom  , 
his  fellow-citizens 
delighted  to  honor. 

] )  u  r  i  n  eight 
years  he  was  rep- 
resentative in  tiie 
legislature, and  was 
senator  two  years, 
and  hlled  nearly 
ever}'  office  in  the 
gift  of  iiis  towns- 
men. He  was  many 
years  president  of 
the  South  Reading 
M.  (S:  A.  Institution 
and  the  National 
Han  k  of  South 
Reading,  and  was 
a  leading  member 
of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

Thomas  Emer- 
son, jr.,  now  the 
senior  member,  en- 
tered the  firm  in 
1837,  which  then 
became  I'  h  o  m  a  s 
Emerson  &  Son, 
and  has  given  fifty- 
eight  years  of  ids 
long  life  to  the 
affairs  of  this  suc- 
cessful and  pro- 
gressive house.  He 
is  president  of  the 
South  Reading  Mechanic  and  Agricultural  Institution,  a 
director  of  the  National  Bank,  and  a  gentleman  of  honor, 
integrity,  and  genial  courtesy.  He  has  been  prominent 
in  many  movements  and  organizations  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  native  town  and  the  benefit  of  fellow-citi- 
zens  ;  but  now,  full  of  years,  he  waits  beside  the  silent 
sea,  resigning  to  younger  hands  the  activities  in  which  he 
formerly  delighted. 

Capt.  James  V.  Emerson,  the  second  son  of  the  founder, 
is  a  native  of  South  Reading,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
hrm  in   1851.     He  has  been  prominently  identified  for 


THOMAS  EMERSON,  1805. 
JAMES  F,  EMERSON,  1851. 


nearly  half  a  century  with  the  munici[)al,  tinancial,  and 
social  affairs  of  the  community,  having  been  twenty-live 
consecutive  years  town  treasurer,  and  twelve  years  presi- 
dent of  the  Wakefield  Savings  bank,  director  of  the 
National  and  other  corporations,  and  is  iiuich  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  town  of  his  birth.  He  was 
active,  in  1851,  in  promoting  the  organi/atinii  ol  the  Rich- 
ardson Eight  Cuard,  a  gallant  corps  of  worthy  fame  in 
peace  and  war,  and  was  several  years  its  commander. 

lulwin  luigeiie  l^merson,  the  second  son  of  'I'homas 
Emerson,  Jr.,  entered  the  firm  in    1866,  and  has  demon- 
strated the  posses- 

■■    _  ■       sion   of   the  best 

.  V  ' \   ^  ,  qualities  of  his  au- 

.  cestry,  including  a 
sound  business  ca- 
pacity, unswerving 
integril}',  aiul  an 
acti\  e  public  spirit, 
lie  has  been  for 
many  j'ear.s  a  di- 
rector in  the  S.  R. 
M.  A.  Institu- 
tion, anil  als(j  the 
Wakefield  Cooper- 
ative bank. 

i  fe  is  a  iiroiu- 
inent  ami  active 
member  of  t  h  e 
C  o  n  g  r  e  g  a  t  i  on.il 
church  and  hirst 
I'ari'^h,  ,ind  has 
been  main'  years 
the  efficient  clerk 
of  the  parish. 

Thomas  Emer- 
son's Sons  lia\e 
alwa\s  been  leatl- 
ers  in  the  produc- 
tion of  fine  foot- 
wear, for  )ears 
practically  estab- 
lishing the  stales. 
The)'  were  the  fust 
house  to  operate 
successful!)'  a  Mc- 
Ka)'  sewer,  anil 
have  been  instru- 
mental in  introduc- 
Tlie  early  factor)'  ol 


THOMAS  EMERSON'S  SONS, 


THOMAS  EMERSON,  JR.,  1837. 
EDWIN  EUGENE  EMERSON,  18G6. 

many  new  \'arieties  of  leather. 


m- 

the  hrm  was  located  on  the  homestead  estate  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Emerson,  on  the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street. 
Here  for  a  long  period  was  the  center  of  the  shoe  trade 
of  South  Reading,  the  manufacturing  having  been  then 
done  at  small  shoemakers'  shops,  scattered  through  the 
town.  In  1862,  the  tin  factory  of  Ikirrage  Yale,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  Street  and  Yale  Avenue,  was  purchased  by 
the  hrm,  considerablv  enlarged  and  supplied  with  machin- 
ery, since  which  time  the  whole  business  in  all  its  depart- 
ments has  been  carrieil  on  under  one  roof. 


I    I'  . 
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in  llic  tdwii  and  carried  on  the  trade  of  siioc- 
makin^.  Anionj;"  the  earl)'  mannf actnrers  of 
l)Ool.s  and  siioes  were  lion.  Thomas  Emerson, 
who  founded  the  house  still  existing  under  the 
name  of  Thomas  Emerson's  Sons,  James  Harts- 
horn, Lemuel  Sweetser,  and  others.  'I'lie  firms 
connected  with  the  industry  in  recent  or  com- 
parati\'ely  recent  times,  besides  these  mentioneil, 
are  L.  1).  Evans's  Son,  E.  IE  Walton,  E.  E. 
Howlett,  S.  J.  I'utney,  and  Henry  Haskell.  'I'he 
manul.u  tuie  of  the  welkkiKiun  sherr)-  wine  hit- 
ters, begun  by  ])r.  S.  ( ).  Kicliardson  in  iScSj, 
led  to  an  extensive  business  in  that  |)roi)rielar)' 
medicinal  [M-eparation.  'J'he  manufacture  of 
cordage  carried  on  in  a  Iniilding  just  west  of 
the  IJoston  Maine  Railroad,  while  not  exten- 
sive, still  resulted  in  an  annual  product  of  some 
considerable  importance,  as  will  apjK'ar  from 
the  table  hereafter  inserted. 

'I'he    rattan   industrv,   founded   bv  the  late 
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RESIDEtJCE  OF  HARRIE  B.  THACHER, 
,M(,rriM„i  kiMil,  W.ikefieia  I^irk,  AVakel'icld. 

Cyrus  Wakefield  about  1S55,  soon  developed 
into  world-wide  prominence.  It  is  a  con- 
siiicuous  instance  of  the  creation  of  an  industry 
by  the  adaptation  of  a  natural  product,  —  which 
up  to  that  time  had  had  but  limited  application 
in  the  arts  —  to  witle  and  varied  uses,  and  of 
the  parallel  development  and  application  of  a 
series  of  ingenious  machines,  called  into  exis- 
tence by  the  demands  of  the  new  industr)' 
itself.  About  1S55,  also,  the  foundry  business 
was  begun  in  Wakelield  in  its  present  location 
along  the  line  of  the  Boston  iS:  \Eiine  Railroad, 
near  the  upper  station,  its  originators  being 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Blanchard,  ('harks  Tarbell, 
William  Stewart,  and  J.  E.  Dane  ;  at  first  under 
the  firm  name  of  Blanchard,  Tarbell  i\;  Com- 
pany, later  under  corporate  form  styled  the 
Boston  &  ALaine  l"'oundr\'  Company,  and  still 
later  conducted   by   the   Smith  Anthony 


RESIDENCE  OF  CLAREtJCE  E.  LEARMEO, 
Sliumw.iy  Circle,  W.ikdiuld  I'.iik,  W.ikfticld. 

Company,  its  present  proprietors.  This  has 
always  been  one  of  the  distinctive  indusli  ies  of 
the  town,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  known 
esial:)lishments  of  the  kind  in  New  E.ngland. 
The  manufacture  (jf  rattan  goods,  metallic 
castings  (stoves,  furnaces,  eti:.),  ami  lu)(.)ts 
and  shoes  still  conqji  ise  tlu'  leading  indu^ti  ies 
of  the  town,  and  w  ith  these  should  be  inc  luded 
the  manufacture  of  pianos,  c(jnducted  1)\  the 
well-known  IE  E.  Miller  i\:  Sons  I'iano  (  Dm- 
paii)',  and  that  of  knit  goods,  cairietl  on  b\' 
Winship,  Boit  c\:  Company. 

There  are  (jtlier  industries  of  importance 
besides  these  which  have  been  mentioned, 
from  which  a  considerable  annual  ]Droduct  is 
derived,  whic  h  do  not  usuallv  attiat  I  notice 
because  not  conducted  under  the  factors- 
system.  Eor  example,  the  i.)roducli(jn  ol  ice 
during  the  winter  months  has  for  many  \ears 
gix'en  emplosnient  to  numer<nis  men,  and  now 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  I'f  Fl'I  I'VI'I  I  ANNIVKRSARV 


HENRY  K  INC  MAN,  the  Mihjcct  of  tliis  skL'tth,  \\;is 
bom  ill  North  Hrid^cwater  (now  Jirocklon)  in 
1796.  lie  was  lliu  son  of  Juclilli  ( W'asliburn)  and  Scth 
Kinjjnian,  and  was  a  descenchuil  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  Henry  Kingman,  who  came  from  Wales  in  1632, 
and  settled  in  Weymouth;  was  made  free  in  1636,  grand 
juror  in  1637,  re[)resentati\'e  to  the  (leneral  Court  in  1638 
antl  1652,  and  was  on  a  committee  to  lay  out  and  define 
the  town  ways.  At  a  meeting  of  the  descendants  of 
Henry  Kingman,  of  Weymouth,  held  in  Jirockton  in 
1890,  a  monument  was  dedicated  to  his  memory,  erected 
in  the  okl  cemetery.  Seth  Kingman,  a  descendant  of 
the  above  in  the  sixth  generation,  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
Wiien  fourteen  years  of  age,  Henry  Kingman  came  to 
Reading,  where  an  elder  brother,  Ambrose,  had  already 
established  himself  in  busi- 
ness, manufacturing  furni- 
tLU'e  on  a  small  scale,  also 
liaving  a  wheelwrigiit  shop 
and  a  general  store.  He 
served  his  time  here,  learning 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade, 
and  later  bought  out  that 
portion  of  his  brother's  busi- 
ness. 

His  homestead,  erected  in 
1820,  stood  upon  the  corner 
of  wiiat  is  now  .Main  and 
Haven  Streets.  It  was 
mo\'ed  away  in  1894  and 
Masonic  J  Slock  erected  upon 
the  site.  His  lirst  shops 
were  located  south  of  iiis 
residence,  fronting  on  what 
was  then  Sanborn  Lane,  af- 
terwards widened  and  called 
Haven  Street.  Others  were 
erected  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  land  now  occupied  by 
the  residence  of  Air.  Robert 
Totten,  and  on  Haven  Street 
west  of  Lyceum  Hall. 

In  addition  to  the  storage 
room  afforded  by  the  above,  it  was  his  custom  to  have 
the  manufactured  goods  stored  in  any  building  available 
for  tile  purpose.  Among  others  used,  it  is  remembered 
that  the  basement  of  Old  South  Church  was  frecpiently 
stored  full  of  bureaus,  tables,  etc. 

There  were  no  railroads  and  no  expresses  in  those 
days,  and  the  furniture  when  ready  for  market  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Kingman's  own  teams,  and  driven  by  himself 
over  the  old  turnpike  to  ]5oston  for  shipment  to  New 
York  and  the  South. 

The  manufacturer  and  the  workmen  at  that  generation 
made  longer  days  than  is  customary  now,  and  it  was  no 
unusual  thing  for  him  to  drive  from  Reading  to  Boston 
and  to  Bridge  water  (where  he  also  had  men  employed), 
reaching  home  the  following  day.  His  ventures  were 
successful  from  the  beginning,  and  the  business  he  estab- 


HENRY  KINGMAN 


lishetl    w.is    continued    with    uninterrupted     pro^^pei  it\' 
througliout  the  troublesome  times  in  whi(  h  he  lived. 

He  wa.s  a  man  ot  strict  integrit)'  and  untiring  indus- 
try, liberal  in  his  manner  of  living,  and  a  generous  giver 
to  all  worthy  objects  brought  to  his  attention,  lie  took 
great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welf.ire  of 
the  town  in  which  he  li\ed,  and  was  alwa\'s  read)-  to 
discuss  them  from  his  standpoint.  His  \'iews  upon  the 
subject  of  Masonry  were  very  positive,  and,  in  company 
with  man\'  of  the  citizens  of  tiial  time,  were  in  opposi- 
tion, and  much  ingenuity  was  displayeil  in  defeating  the 
plans  of  those  known  to  be  acting  in  the  interests  of  the 
ordei'. 

Tliere  were  ten  children  of  Seth  Kingman  and  Judith, 
his  wife,  and  their  descendants  are  prominent  to-day  in 
the  city  of  Brockton  and  adjoining  tcnvns,  lilling  impoi- 

tant  positions  in  the  social, 
political,  and  business  lile 
of  that  part  of  the  State. 

Of  the  brothers,  Ambrose, 
an  elder  brother  of  Henry, 
as  previously  mentioned,  was 
located  in  Reading,  and  was 
a  prominent  factor  in  con- 
necti(.>n  with  the  affairs  of 
the  town,  serving  his  fellow- 
nien  in  the  several  capacities 
of  postmaster,  selectman,  and 
school  committee,  also  being 
|)roniinent  in  church  affairs, 
a  deacon  of  the  Old  South 
Church. 

Mr.  Luther  Elliot,  of  this 
town,  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duce, in  this  section  of  the 
C(juntr)',  the  sawing  of  ve- 
neers, he  having  invented  a 
machine  for  this  jiurpose. 
U'itli  the  financial  assistance 
of  Mr.  Kingman,  a  mill  pi  i\'- 
ilege  was  secured  in  Woburn, 
and  considerable  business 
was  done  by  Mr.  Elliot  in 
that  line.  Sept.  23,  1815, 
Mr.  Kingman  married  Sophronia,  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Parker,  of  Reading.  About  1842,  one  of  their  sons, 
Henry  Washburn,  and  a  son  in-law,  Mr.  William  Phelps, 
established  themselves  in  the  furniture  business  in  New 
Vork  City,  purchasing  the  interests  tiiere  of  Loea  Parker 
and  Harrison  Parker.  Later,  Henry  W.  commenced 
business  on  Pearl  Street,  New  York,  on  his  own  accovmt, 
and  a  younger  brother,  Martin,  continued  with  Mr.  Pheliis. 
Of  the  many  young  men  who  served  apprenticeship 
with  Henry  Kingman,  it  is  believed  there  are  only  two 
living  at  the  present  time,  one  of  them  being  Mr.  William 
Phelps,  mentioned  above,  and  the  other,  Afr.  J.  Harrison 
Cleason,  of  this  town.  'Phe  latter  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  Henry  W.  Kingman  in  his  business  affairs 
until  his  death  in  1857.  Henry  Kingm.m  died  Nov.  14, 
i860,  and  his  wife  on  Feb.  28,  1S58. 
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utilizes  iiij^eiiious  inachiner\'.  The  manufacture  of  ilium- 
inatinj;'  j;as  also,  bej^un  in  1X60,  by  the  Citizens'  (las 
Light  C"omi:)any,  has,  until  recently,  from  the  works  now 
conducted  b\-  tiie  town  in  its  corporate  capacity,  been  the 
source  of  supply  of  this  luminant  for  the  three  towns  of 
Wakefield,  Reading,  and  Stoneham. 

The  industrial  growth  of  each  town  can  be  most  grapli- 
ically  portra\'ed  in  figures.  The  following  table  shows 
the  condition  of  the  industries  of  Reading  at  three  suc- 
cessive periods,  beginning  with  1855,  so  far  as  the  same 
can  be  measured  by  the  \alue  of  annual  pr<jduct.  In 
order  to  permit  just  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1855, 
the  values  for  the  years  1S65  and  1875  have  been  re- 
duced to  a  gold  basis,  inasmuch  as  currency  values  were 
inflated  in  those  years. 


I\i)Usriui;s 

I'KODUC'J', 

I'RODUCl', 

I'KODUC  r. 

III' 

Kkadino. 

1S65. 

IS;  5. 

$2,679 

1  iiKit.s  aiul  >hue^  

5191, 500 

•5157.741 

1 65,2  1 0 

liriish  hamilts   

714 

lUiilding  trades  

20,000 

54.624 

62,357 

Cider   

2,250 

1,500 

J.0S7 

2,143 

(Aiach  lai  c  

4,000 

I'liniilinu  Labinet  

205,000 

49,6iS 

1  19,177 

I.uniher  

'  '  <-7j 

3'.-'i47 

Nuckties  

49.' 07 

( )rgaiis  

2,000 

892 

1 0,000 

1  5,924 

26,339 

446 

750 

'I'allow,  Tcndc-rud  

44,643 

10,000 

 637 

4,464 

r.ital.-,  

?'3' 4.7^6 

>479.J^33 

In  1855,  the  cabinet  industry  was  at  its  height,  the 
total  value  of  annual  product  being  $205,000.  There 
were  thirteen  estab- 
lishments in  this  line 
in  the  town,  and  nearly 
200  workmen  were  em- 
ployed. In  boots  and 
shoes,  also,  business 
was  tlourishing,  the 
annual  product  l)eing 
$191,500,  and  about 
425  persons  were  em- 
ployed, more  than  150 
of  whom  were  women. 
The  effect  of  the  war 
upon  both  industries, 
and  particularly  upon 
c  a  b  i  n  e  t  -  m  a  k  i  n  g  , 
through  tile  destruc- 
tion of  Southern  trade, 
may  be  clearly  seen 
from  the  table,  and 
although  partial  re- 
covery took  place  before  1875,  a  decline  is  still  shown  in 
that  year  as  compared  with  1855. 


i'he  following  table  shows  llie  number  of  establish- 
ments engaged  in  all  manufai  luring  industries  in  ihe 
town  at  each  |)eriod,  together  witli  the  number  eniphned, 
capital  investetl,,  and  \'alue  of  product,  all  \alues  being 
in  ^"old  :  — 


C'i,ASsii'ic.\rio.N. 
1\i;aiiim;. 

1S55. 

1S-5. 

4' 

47 

N  uinlier  unipluyud  

654 

426 

1     M  20,357 

455.273 

\       4  7  9.'^  3  3 

Another  point  of  comparison  is  found  in  1880,  and  the 
condition  of  tiie  industries  of  Reading,  as  disclosed  l)\- 
the  United  States  census  taken  in  that  )ear,  ap|)ears  in 
the  foUowinsr  table  :  — 


In'IiL'SIKII'.S 

—  Y. 

%  \ 

(-AIM  1  Al.. 

I'uniu  c  r. 

k  KAIilNO. 

X  ''' 

Hoots  and  shoes  

150 

$24,450 

Si  05,566 

liriislies  

1 

40 

5,000 

60,000 

liuilding  

1 

3 

2,500 

7,000 

C'ldtliint;  (iiKliHling  ncLkties) 

-5 

"3 

10,424 

98,410 

I'iieworks  

1 

•7  ■ 

1  0,000 

30,000 

I''c)()tl  preparations  

4 

9,400 

73.740 

I'  lirniture,  cabinet  

3 

42 

4,000 

48,000 

1  -eather  gootls  

3 

5 

1  ,900 

4,200 

Metallic  goods  

5 

■  0 

7,500 

1 4,000 

( )rgan  pipes  

r 

'4  . 

13,000 

18,600 

Kidjber  nonds  

1 

23 

cS.ooo 

60,000 

'fallow,  rentlered  

I 

7 

6,000 

57,000 

1 , 500 

4,000 

2 1 

2,600 

12,500 

Totals  

43 

454 

#106,274 

,>593,oi6 

RESIDENCE  OF  FRED  M.  TEMPLE, 
Middlesex  Avenue,  Ke.idiiig, 


During  the  five  years  subsetjuent  to  1875,  the  cabinet 
industry  continued  to  decline  rapidly,  until,  in   18S0,  as 

shown  by  the  table,  liie 
annual  i)ro(luct  was  less 
than  >5o,ooo.  J!(jots 
and  'shoes  also,  whii  li 
in  Reading  had  been 
largely  confined  to  hand 
work,  felt  the  erfect  of 
the  concentration  of  the 
industr\-  in  fact(jr\- 
towns  under  the  in- 
lluence  of  machiner)', 
the  annual  product  de- 
clining to  $105,566. 

Progress  i  n  other 
directions,  however, 
more  than  compensated 
for  these  losses,  and 
not  w  it  list  an  ding  certain 
deficiencies  in  the  sta- 
tistics, the  important 
fact  appears  that  the 
product  had  risen  from  $460,273  as  shown  in  1855,  the 
anti-bellum  period,  to  $593,016,  or  nearly  twenty-nine  per 
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JOSHUA  WHI'l'l  KMORE  was  born  in  JJoston,  June 
29,  18  f  4.  Me  was  tlie  son  of  James  Whittemore,  of 
Doston,  of  the  Wliittemores  of  Hitchin,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  Kngland,  and  of  Nancy  Lawrence,  of  the  Law- 
rence and  'J'ownley  families,  of  England.  I  lis  mother  died 
when  he  was  nine  years  old,  and  he  spent  the  next  three 
years  of  his  life  on  a  farm  in  Northam|)ton,  ALass. 
Returning  tc)  his  native  city,  he  went  to  sea  at  this  early 
age,  and  made  many  voyages  to  San  Domingo,  St. 
'Hiomas,  and  the  Windwartl  Islands,  and  also  served  as 
seaman  on  the  pilot  boats  ui  Boston  Harbor. 

.\t  the  age  of  twenty  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  at  twenty-two  marrietl  Catiierine  E.  Moore,  of  Hal- 
ifax, \.  S.     He  helped  co\  er  the  dome  of  the  State  House 
with  copper,  worked  at  the  National  Theater  and  lioston 
Museum,  and  man\'  of  the  roofs  of  the  public  buildings 
of   lioston   bear  evidence  t(j 
the  thoroughness  with  which  > 
he  did  his  work.     In  1848, 
he  commenced  business  for 
himself,  co\'ering  roofs  with 
tin,  copper,  iron,  and  zinc. 
Li  1849,  he  bought  a  lot  of 
land  in  South   Reading,  and 
immediatel}'  erected  the 
house  now  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  liis  oldest  child, 
Mrs.  I\L\itha  A.    luistis.  95 
West  Chestnut  Street,  Wake- 
field.     He   built   the  street 
from   Cedar   Street    to  his 
home,  and  this  was  the  lirst 
house  built  on  the  south  side 
of  "  Cowdrey's  Hill."  Here 
he    brought    up   his  family 
that  were  li\ing  at  this  time. 
He  had  five  daughters .  and 
one  son  :  ^Llrtha  A.,  born  in 
Boston,  married    Henry  W. 
Eustis  ;  Ivatherine  M.,  born 
in  Boston,  married  J''.dward 
AL  Ransom  ;  l  lenriettaj  born 
in  15oston,  married  Maj.  Geo. 
H.    Teague ;    Sarah  Flora, 
born  in  lioston,  and  died  in  infancy  ;  Ellen  A.,  born  in 
Boston,  and  died  when  two  years  old  ;  Gerry  E.  Whitte- 
more, born  in  South  Reading,  married  Sara  L.  Thomas. 

His  children  were  educated  in  the  schools  of  South 
Reading,  and  are  settled  in  homes  near  the  old  home- 
stead. 

in  1850,  he  met  with  an  accident  on  the  Boston  cjv: 
Maine  Railroad,  at  Prison  Point,  which  necessitated  the 
amputation  of  his  left  leg,  and  obliged  him  to  turn  his 
attention  to  some  other  means  of  procuring  a  living  for 
his  large  family,  at  this  time  consisting  of  six  children. 

Eor  thirteen  years  he  manufactured  fireworks  for  the 
old  Etna  Laboratory  at  East  Cambridge,  and  the  veterans 
of  1861  will  remember  the  exiiibilion  displayed  on  old 
South  Reading  common,  and  the  arch  with  motto,  "  Wel- 
conre  lL)me,  Richardson  Light  Guard,"  made  at  his  fac- 


JOSHUA  WHITTEMORE 


lory  on  Cheslniit  Street.  This  business  he  fulhiwed  until 
i86j,  when  he  invented  the  Wliillemore  Patent  Elastic 
Crutch,  known  to  all  users  of  this  aid  fov  the  lame  as 
the  best  crutch  in  the  world,  and  for  thirty-three  years  he 
made  these  crutches,  antl  his  name  became  well  ku(nvn 
to  the  lame  of  the  civili/ed  world.  He  held  no  public 
ofhce,  but  was  interested  in  all  cpiestions  of  go\  ernment. 
In  the  town  of  his  ad(.)pti(Mi  his  \-oice  could  always  be 
heartl,  and  his  vote  was  east  for  the  interest  of  his  towns- 
men. The  public  ownership  of  all  the  (iod-gi\  en  rights 
with  which  our  town  of  St)Ulh  Reading  was  generously 
supplied,  and  which  the  hrst  settlers  of  this  town  de- 
fended with  their  lives,  received  his  unstinteil  aid. 

He  spent  lime  and  money  in  trying  to  ha\e  his  towns- 
men purchase  tiie  franchise  and  works  of  the  Wakelield 
Water  Conii)any.  and  though  meeting  with  much  opposi- 
tion, still  maintained  his 
opinion  tliat  nuich  money 
could  be  saved  the  town 
b)'  owning  this  plant.  In 
this  he  failed,  but  with  the 
help  of  nine  citizens  did  suc- 
ceed in  defeating  the  lirst  pr(j- 
positi<m  of  this  compaii)',  and 
therein  did  his  part  in  saving 
the  town  man\'  thousands 
of  dollars.  He  livetl  long 
enough  to  have  man)'  of  his 
bitterest  opponents  acknowl- 
edge that  he  was  right.  On 
this  subject  he  was  interested 
at  all  times,  and  knew  that 
sometime  all  his  fellow-citi- 
zens woidd  regret  that  the 
purchase  of  these  works  was 
not  consummated  when  the}' 
could  ha\'e  been  bouglit  at 
a  l(jw  ligure  antl  this  gieat 
necessit)-  should  be  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  people,  and  thus 
on  all  cpiestions  affecting  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  his 
day  and  their  children  ot 
future  generations  found  in 
him  always  a  sturdy  defender.  An  Abolitionist,  a  be- 
lie\'er  in  the  equal  rights  of  men  and  women,  fearless 
and  uncompromising  in  the  ex|)ression  of  his  opinions, 
asking  alwa\'s  and  only  for  laws  to  benefit  the  whole 
pecjple. 

A  worthy  descendant  of  his  ancestors,  S;im.  Whitte- 
more, of  Menotomy,  now  Arlington,  and  Capl.  James 
Lawrence,  of  the  Chesapeake,  he  understood  what  a 
govern'ment  ''  by  and  for  the  people  "  meant.  He  bore 
with  patience  the  many  afllictions  which  came  with  in- 
creasing age,  and  at  sevent)--nine  years  and  nine  months 
passed  out  into  the  hands  of  that  power  which,  to  use 
his  own  words,  "  had  taken  good  care  of  him  for  almost 
eighty  years,"  without  one  doubt  or  question  as  to  the 
life  hereafter,  feeling  sure  he  had  tried  to  do  his  level 
best  for  his  family  and  fellow-citizens. 
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cent.  ;  sliowing  tliat  the  results  of  the  industries  in  iSSo, 
measured  by  tiie  value  of  what  was  produced,  con- 
siderably exceeded  those  of  any  previous  time.  Nor  has 
there  been  anv  decline  since.  ( )n  the  contrary,  the  results 
of  the  latest  State  census,  that  of  1885,  indicated  further 
progress.    The  capital  invested  in  industrial  enterprises 


ELMER  J.  BROWN. 

1",i,Mi;k  J\MKS  Brown  lias  been  'Kleiititied  with  Kcacling  since 
Ijirth,  tiist  .seeing  the  light  of  day  there  on  Xo\.  25,  185S.  It  was  in 
tile  schools  of  Reading  that  he  received  his  education,  the  finishing 
touches  of  which  were  obtained  in  the  high  school.  His  Ijest  ener- 
gies have  alwavs  been  closely  devoted  to  mercantile  life,  and  as  a 
residt  holds  an  en\ial)le  position  in  the  leather  tratle.  Is  one  of  the 
lirm  of  Filield  llrown,  l.a^leni  agents  of  the  I'hster  lV:  Vogel 
l.eathei'  Company  of  Mil\vaid<ee,  Wis.,  the  largest  concern  in  its 
line  in  the  country,  and  is  the  projirielor  of  the  Ihown  .Shoe  <-'oiii- 
panv  of  Reading,  m.iniifactnrcr>  of  infants'  and  children's  foot  wear. 

(hi  ()ct.  5,  iSSj,  .Ml.  lirown  m.irried  .Miss  ll.ittie  M.  I'eriy,  .md 
one  child  ((dadys  I'eirv)  has  been  the  resnlt  of  their  luiioii.  Mr. 
lirown  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  fraternal  organizations,  among 
them  being  the  ( )dil  [''ellows,  Masiuis,  Keading  Royal  Arch  Cha]iter, 
.Mystic  Shrine,  boston,  Hugh  de  I'ayen's  ( 'onimandery  of  .Melro.^e, 
ami  others. 

was  then  $293,200,  of  which  $26,020  was  credit  capital  ; 
$7,374,  land;  $40,601,  buildings  and  plant;  $23,785, 
machinery  ;  $14,020,  tools  ;  and  the  balance,  $1 58,700,  cash. 

There  were  nine  establishments  manufacturing  boots 
and  shoes,  the  oldest  dating  from  1S47.  Other  establish- 
ments were  the  following  ;  building,  eight ;  clothing  (  in- 
cluding neckties),  five  ;  food  prej^arations,  two  ;  furni- 
ture, three  ;  metallic  goods,  seven  ;  musical  instruments 
and  materials,  two  ;  and  brushes,  wagon  making  and  re- 
pairing, fireworks,  harnesses,  lumber,  machines  and  ma- 
chinery, printing  and  newspaper  publishing,  rubber  goods 
and  wooden  goods,  one  each.  'I'he  vidue  of  goods  made 
was  as  follows:  boots  and  shoes,  $115,506;  building 
work,  $34,700  ;  clothing  (including  neckties),  $130,003  ; 
food  preparations,  $5,224  ;  metallic  goods,  $47,535  ; 
wooden  goods,  $7,272  ;  wooden  and  metallic  goods, 
$14,300;  other  goods,  $337,100;  or  a  total  product  of 


$702,581.  The  persons  emploNcd  nuinbeied  402.  The 
present  census  now  in  progress  (  1895)  will  probably  show 
that,  as  a  whole,  the  annual  product  is  eciuall)'  large. 

A  similar  series  of  tables  for  Wakefield  follows.  'I'lie 
first  presents  comparative  figtires  show  ing  value  of  annual 
product  for  each  of  the  years  1855,  1865,  and  1875,  all 
values,  as  in  the  previous  tables,  being  in  gold. 


In  I  )us  TR 1 1'.s 

Pi<c)in;c  r, 

I'KDDrCl, 

ri;oiiiM-r, 

<J  V 

W  .\  K  ici'  1  1. 

1S55. 

1.S65. 

ISakery  products  

4,000 

3,901 

35-7  14 

3 '     '  3 

127,105 

-91 

1  ,-jSG 

-".7  3- 

/ 1  .'^.)9 

'  .3".) 

I  'l/itliiiirr 

2,000 

4.331 

1  2,1  79 

Cooking  and  heating  api^aratus  . 

^0,000 

47.77  1 

(»),  1 

5,500 

1 0,078 

3.571 

8,000 

Firewood  (prepared  for  market)  . 

4o35 

3.i''^S 

Gas  

■  (.,122 

Ice  

1  3,500 

S,o>j6 

344 

1,786 

lAiniber  

5,0(/> 

.Meilicinal  preparations  

1 6,000 

9-554 

17.857 

Ne\vspa|)ers  

5'  0/ 

1  ,i)00 

Rattan  goods  

2  2  7-3-^9 

5''2-47  5 

Ra/.or-strops  

6,000 

7,006 

.Sash,  doors,  aiul  blinds  

<J,000 

7.5'^9 

7.325 

1  i>9'' 

4-2  5-S 

Totals  

^^455.49^ 

[  ?4  7  3-900 

1  _ 

Si  ,  1  30,088 

CHARLES  WAKEFIELD. 

('MARl.rs  \V  A  K  Ll-l  1- 1  1 1,  son  of  John  ami  Sarah  W'akelield.  was 
born  in  Reading,  July  2.;,  1839.  lie  attended  the  pid)lic  si^hooL--  of 
Reatling.  -Mr.  \\',d;elield  h, is  always  tilled  the  soil  for  a  livelihooil 
ami  is  a  good  representatix  e  <if  the  successful  .\e\\  hjigland  f;irmer. 
.N'ov  25,  1868,  he  m.irried  .Mary  Alnier.i  Kidder,  their  (  liildreii 
being,  ('hades  ('.,  .Mary  ('..,  Chester  K,  lulilh,  I  jiima  i:.,  bihn  |. 
Henry  \V.,  hanest  '1'.,  and  .Ahah"  !'.  (deceased). 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FII'TIE'J'H  ANNIVKRSARV 


It  will  be  .seen  fi(;m  the  forcj^oing  table  that,  in  1855, 
the  boot  and  shoe  industi)'  led  all  otliers,  more  than  half 
tiie  total  product  of  the  manufactures  of  the  town  being 
found  therein  ;  the  inception  of  the  foundry  enterprise 
being  shown  by  a  product  returned  in  that  year  of 
$30,000.  The  rattan  industry  had  not  yet  been  brought 
into  active  o|)eration,  and  the  remainder  of  the  total  pro- 
duct is  derived  from  numerous  small  industries,  in  none 
of  which  is  the  product  value  shown  to  be  more  than 
$25,000.  in  1865,  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  had 
declined,  owing  to  the  causes  which  had  affected  the  in- 
dustry in  Reading,  and  which  have  been  previously 
alluded  to.  'i'he  rattan  industry  had  now  become  tirndy 
established,  and  we  find  in  it  a  total  product  in  that  \  ear 
of  $227,389.  The  foundry  industry  also  had  increased, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  the  depression  of  business 
due  to  the  war,  the  total  product  of  the  industries  of  the 
town  is  somewhat  larger  than  Vias  found  in  1855.  Between 
1865  and  1875,  however,  there  is  an  advance  nearly  every- 
where along  the  line,  so  that  the  total  product  in  the  last- 
named  year  was  nearly  three  times  what  it  was  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  aggregating  more  than  $1,000,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  establish- 
ments engaged  in  all  the  manufacturing  industries  in  the 
town  in  1855  in  comparison  with  1875,  together  with  the 
number  employed,  capital  invested,  and  value  of  product, 
all  values  being  in  gold. 


Cl.ASSII'ICATHJ.N. 
WAKI'.l'lia.l). 


Number  of  tsta1)lishnient.s 
XuinI)L-r  Liuployetl  . 
Capital  invcstud 
Value  of  pr(j(luLt  . 


1875- 


821 

575,000 


82 
97S 
220,527 
1,1  jo,o8.S 


Between  the  total  figures  for  1875  '^^^^  those  shown  in 
the  United  -States  census  of  1880,  no  great  difference 
appears.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  results  of  that 
census : — 


Iniu  si  kiks 
( 11 

>—  r. 

—  y. 

CaI'IIAI,. 

\VAKr.i  iri.n.  . 

v: 

y.j^  _ 

Artisans'  tools  

I 

1 2 

$3,000 

$1 2,000 

Doots  and  shot-s  

5 

127 

50,500 

1 64,000 

5 

1 ,500 

2,800 

1 

1 ,200 

3,000 

Cooking  and  heating  apparatus  . 

1 

'25 

1 00,000 

1 50,000 

I'ood  preparations  (bakery 

products)  

I 

10 

I  5,000 

28,080 

I'rintiug  and  publishing     .    .  . 

I 

6 

5,000 

6,000 

1 

790 

1 ,000,000 

637,000 

-Metals  and  metallie  goods     .  . 

70 

40,000 

55,000 

Totals  

'.147 

$1,216,200 

51 ,057,880 

■       !.t:2jt   ^  

There  are  undoubtedly  deficiencies  in  this  table,  both 
in  capital  and  in  product,  and  it  is  manifestly  confined  to 
the  principal  establishments  only.  Its  net  result  shows 
an  invested  capital  of  $1,216,200  and  a  total  product  in 
1880  of  $1,057,880. 


'Hie  latest  com])lcte  figures  accessible  are  those  foi  the 
.State  census  of  18S5,  the  returns  of  the  census  <jf  189^, 
now  in  progress,  not  being  as  yet  available.  In  1885, 
there  were  fourteen  establishments  manufacturing  l)oots 
ami  shoes,  the  oldest  dating  from  1805;  there  were 
twelve  others  engaged  in  building  ;  eleven  in  the  manu- 
facture of  clotliing;  six  in  the  manufacture  of  food  prep- 
arations, and  five  in  the  manufacture  of  metals  and 
metallic  goods.  Other  establishments  were  the  follow- 
ing :  drtigs  and  medicine,  three  ;  furniture,  which  in- 
chides  the  manufacture  of  rattan  goods,  four;  prmliiig 
and  puljlishing,  two  ;  and  artisans'  tools,  couking,  light- 
ing and  heating  apparatus,  cordage  and  twine,  gas, 
leather  goods,  musical  instruments,  j^aj^er  goods,  one 
each.  A  few  other  establishments  in  minor  industries 
brought  the  total  number  to  68.  'J'he  total  capital 
invested  in  industrial  enterprises  was  then  $1,976,016, 
of  which  $118,500  was  credit  capital;  $121,900,  land; 
$279,470,  buildings  and  plant;  ^223,515,  machinery; 
$18,085,  tools  ;  and  the  balance,  $1,2  1  4,546,  cash.  The 
value  of  goods  made  was  as  follows  :  boots,  shoes,  and 
slippers,  $336,855;  building  work,  ^55,604;  clothing, 
$19,488;  food  preparations,  $38,800  ;  ff)undry  products, 
$276,800  ;  other  metallic  goods,  $7,000  ;  rattan  goods, 
etc.,  $1,002,330  ;  wooden  and  metallic  goods,  $245,580. 
Other  products,  not  specified,  included  with  these, 
brought  the  grand  total  to  ^2,016,147.  The  most  recent 
figures  for  the  leading  industries  indicate  an  annual  prod- 
uct in  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  of  more  than  $250,000. 
and  in  the  foundry  industry  of  nearl)'  S35o,ooo  ;  while 
the  annual  product  of  rattan  goods  approximates 
$  1 ,000,000. 

The  manufacturing  and  mechanical  indtistries  of  Xorth 
Reading  are  comparatively  unimportant,  the  t(jwn  being 
mainly  devoted  to  agriculture.  In  1855,  there  was  one 
establishment  manufacturing  cabinet  fiu-niture,  ha\  ing  an 
invested  capital  of  Si, 000,  the  anntial  product  being 
53,500.  At  the  same  time  there  were  144  males  and  190 
females  engaged  in  making  boots  and  shoes,  the  total 
annual  product  being  S 1 44,000  ;  43  employees  were  en- 
gaged in  preparing  luinl)er  for  the  market,  the  anntial 
product  being  $12,600;  and  32  in  preparing  lirew(;od 
for  the  market,  the  annual  jModtict  being  $13,500. 

The  State  census  of  1885  classes  the  manufacttnang 
and  mechanical  establishments  of  North  Reading  as  fol- 
lows :  three  establishments  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes  ;  one  to  making  wooden  boxes  ;  two 
engaged  in  building;  two  making  wagons;  one  in  the 
clothing  industry;  and  five  classed  under  the  head  of 
food  preparations,  these  being  butchering  establishments  ; 
the  industrial  establishments  in  the  town  numljering  14 
in  all.  'J"he  total  amount  of  industrial  capital  invested  in 
these  14  establishments  at  that  time  was  $32,760;  the 
value  of  the  goods  made  annually,  $105,997  ;  and  the  total 
number  of  persons  employed  was  64. 

The  industry  of  the  town  is  mainly  directed  to  agricul- 
ture. l!)'the  same  census  the  \  alue  of  agricultural  plant, 
representing  the  capital  invested,  was  $437,061,  divided 
as  follows:  land,  $241,706;  buildings,  -$176,131;  and 
machines  and  implements,  $19,224. 
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OF  THE  ANCIENT  'I'OVVN  OK  REDDINCi. 
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WILLIAM  rR()C'IX)R  was  hovn  at  Deptlord,  En-., 
in  1827.  This  was  a  little  village,  then  about 
eight  miles  from  the  city  o£  London,  as  it  was  at  that 
time  organized,  but  now  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
great  metropcjlis. 

]5eing  one  of  the  older  members  of  a  large  famil)-,  he 
commenced  at  the  early  age  of  eight  years  to  work  for  his 
own  support,  and  walked  from  iiis  home  to  London  lo 
obtain  tools,  as  none  coidd  be  found  nearer  which  would 
fit  his  little  hands.     He  was  afterwards  indentured  as  an 
apprentice  to  learn   the   trade  of    a   shoemakei'.     <  )n 
account  of  some  injustice  in  the  treatment  he  received  at 
the  hands  of  his  master,  he  took  ad\'anta<ie  of  a  le^ial 
defect  in  the  agreement  b}'  which  he  liad  been  bound  to 
a  long  term  of  service  and  terminated  his  apprenticeship 
very  abruptly.    The  Haw   in  the  articles  of  agreement 
under  which   he   had  been 
iield  resulted  from  a  viola- 
tion of  the  "stamp  act"  of  '  . 
the  country.    Thus  tlie  ties 
which    held    him    and  liis 
tyrannical    master  together 
were  severed   by  the  same 
cause  which  had  previously 
rent  asunder  the  ties  which 
bound  his  adopted  country 
to  the  land  of  his  birth.  He 
then  enlisted  in  the  British 
Army,  and  with  his  regiment 
served  in  hidia,  at  CJiliraltar 
and     other    places,  finally 
being    stationed    at  Hali- 
fax,    N.     S.,     from  which 
place  he  came  to  the  United 
States. 

He  wa.s  a  faithful  soldier 
and  avoided  the  vicious 
associations  and  hai)its 
which  were  ruinous  to  many 
of  his  comrades.  I'iiere  was 
a  small  but  well-selected 
regimental  library  to  which 
he  had  access,  and  from  this 
lie  gleaned  much  of  iiis  earl)' 

education.  Upon  his  arrival  in  lioston  he  resumed  the 
occupation  of  his  childhood,  and  afterwards  came  to 
Reading,  where  he  held  an  important  position  in  the 
manufactory  of  the  late  William  R.  Perkins.  He  then 
connected  himself  with  a  custom  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
factory in  IJoston,  in  which  his  thorough  training  in  all 
the  details  of  the  art  insured  him  success  ;  and  he  became 
tile  proprietor  of  the  business,  which  he  carried  on  for 
many  years  on  Water  Street.  Many  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  in  the  commonwealth  were  his  customers.  His 
relations  with  some  of  these  were  vastly  more  intimate 
than  ordinarily  exists  between  those  of  their  respective 
positions.  i'or  it  was  soon  found  that  he  was  able 
and  willing  lo  discuss  with  intelligence  and  shrewdness 
the  most  intricate  social  and  political  problems  of  the 
day. 


He  was  always  found  on  the  sitle  humanity  and 
I'eforiii,  and  t(jok  a  deep  interest  in  the  anli-sla\'er\'  nune- 
ment.  He  was  upon  intimate  terms  with  man)-  of  the 
leaders  in  that  cause,  and  here  among  his  townsmen  was 
himself  a  leader. 

Abandoning  Ins  shoe  business  on  account  of  ill  health, 
after  a  few  months'  rest  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  mel.illic  h.iir  brushes,  connecting  himself  at  fust  with  a 
Mr.  Howard,  who  had  obtained  some  patents,  and  after- 
wards with  Mr.  James  A.  Horton,  who  invented  various 
machines  useful  in  the  Inisiness.  He  continued  in  this 
business  until  his  decease,  which  took  [jhice  (_)ct.  25, 
18S9.  During  his  long  residence  in  Reading  he  was  a 
\'er\'  prominent  and  inlluential  man,  ser\ing  but  little  in 
the  regular  public  offices,  but  often  upon  committees  who 
had   charge  of  the  initiation  of  public  imi^rovenients, 

which    he    often  suggested 
and  by  his  inlluence  caiiied 
.   :         forward.     I'or  years  he  was 
the    most   prominent  [)oliti- 
cian    in   the    town,  serving 
habituall)'  upon  ccjmmittees 
and   deleirations,  and  beiuLr 
more  closely  connected  than 
any  other  of  our  citizens  with 
the  leading  part)-  m.magers 
;         of  his  time.     He  w.is  gen- 
erally a  \'er\'  radical  repuhjli- 
-    ;         can,  but  a   personal  liking 
:  ■  for  (len.  15.  1''.  ISutler  and  a 

sympathy    with    all  nune- 
ments    which    promised  to 
benefit  the  mass  of  the  people 
.  sometimes  led  him  to  favor 

'■ .  ,  measures  which  his  p.irt\' 
did  not  indorse.  He  was  a 
mendjer  (;f  the  legisl.ituie 
in  1866,  but  the  town  then 
limited  its  representati\'es  to 
a  single  term,  that  more 
might  partake  of  the  honor, 
and  he  did  not  seek  a  re- 
election. 

During  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion he  rendered  the  tow  n  conspicuous  service  in  .deling 
it  to  lill  its  cpiotas  and  preparing  them  for  duty.  He  aided 
much  in  estalilishing  and  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Christian  Cniim  Church.  Hut  there  was  no  public 
ser\ice  he  e\er  rendered  in  which  he  felt  so  much  satis- 
faction as  the  setting  on  foot  a  movement  for  a  public 
library. 

The  town  was  about  to  build  a  new  high  school 
house,  and  was  on  the  point  of  voting  upon  the  question 
when  he  offered  a  motion  that  the  building  should  con- 
tain a  room  for  a  public  library.  It  was  so  voted,  and 
when  the  building,  with  its  room  for  that  purpose,  was 
being  dedicated,  another  prominent  citizen  was  mo\ed  to 
olfer  a  large  donation  and  the  institution  was  established. 
He  left  no  children,  but  his  wife,  Elizabeth  A.  (^W'ills), 
survives  him. 
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TWO  lUTNDREI)  AND  I'lI'riKril  AN.XIVKRSARY 


NATHAN  IIANCROFT,  son  of  Timothy  and  Rhocla 
(  iMiu-rson )  ISancroft,  was  Ixirn  in  Reading,  junf 
29,  1822.  Ife  was  a  i;randson  of  Tiniothy  and  Lydia 
(I'arker)  JJancroft.  Tlic  first  'I'iniotliy  was  a  son  of 
Lieut.  |osci)!i  and  Klizaheth  (Ttniplc)  Bancroft.  Lieu- 
tenant loseph  was  a  prominent  man  in  tlie  town  durin<^ 
the  Revolutionary  War,  serving  for  a  time  witli  the  minute- 
men,  and  ap])ears  upon  tlie  roll  of  the  Lexington  alarm 
list.  Nathan  was  born  in  a  house  on  what  is  n(jw  West 
Street,  then  known  .is  the  old  load  t(j  Wilmington.  The 
house  was  built  l)y  his  father  about  the  year  1815,  close 
1)\-  the  site  of  the  old  house  which  had  long  been  tiie 
home  (jf  the  Townseiul  family,  and  materi.d  from  the  old 
house  was  used  in  constructing  the  new  one.  The  house 
still  stantls,  thcnigh  much  changed  in  appearance,  and  is 
the  last  house  in  Reading  a.s  we  approach  Wilmington 
over  the  old  road,  which  is 
often  mentioned  in  ancient 
records  as  the  road  leading 
to  Jenkins's  liritlge, 

Nathan  attended  school 
at  the  little  red  schoolhouse 
on  the  easterly  side  of  what 
is  now  Summer  A\'enue, 
nearly  opjwsite  Oak  Street. 
At  the  age  of  nine  years,  he 
went  to  work  for  the  widow 
of  James  Bancroft,  l'",sq.,  and  > .  v 

at   that   early  age   had  the  ■  :  . 

entire    charge    of    the  farm  ^.  ■ 

stock  while  still  attending 
school.  ,\t  the  age  of  ten, 
he  went  to  li\e  with  his 
grandfather  lunerson,  attend- 
nig  school  in  the  scliool- 
hoLise  at  the  corner  of  Forest 
and  P  earl  Streets  till  the 
district    was    diviiled,    when  ■  ■  . 

he  attended  the  school  then 
located  on  drove  Street,  a 
little  to  the  west  of  l''orest 
Street.  lie  was  also  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Reading  Acad- 
emy one  year.  Mr.  liancroft 
has  a  very  vivid  recollection  of  the  teachers  who  had 
charge  of  these  successi\e  schools,  and  among  them 
were  some  who  afterwards  became  prominent  in  business 
and  professional  life.  Hon.  Horace  P.  Wakefield  was 
one  of  his  instructors  at  the  l'',ast  School. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  did  a  man's  work  and  re- 
ceived the  full  wages  of  a  man,  driving  o.x  teams  employed 
in  removing  Pemberton  Hill  in  Boston,  a  great  work  for 
those  days.  This  eminence  occupied  the  place  where 
now  stands  the  new  court  house.  From  that  early  age 
onward,  he  has  always  done  his  full  ^hare,  as  a  man,  in 
every  enterprise  with  which  he  has  been  connected. 
Although  studiously  avoiding  town  office,  his  interest  in 
municipal  affairs  has  invariably  been  intense,  as  has 
been  manifested  by  his  constant  attendance  at  town 
meetings,  seldom  missing  one,  and  then  onl)'  b)'  reason 


NATHAN  BANCROFT 


of  iual)ilit\'  to  be  i^reseiU.  11  is  knowledge  of  municipal 
hi.story  is  of  practical  \-alue,  as  is  often  demonstrated  li\- 
his  participation  in  the  meetings.  In  the  old  .South  I'ai- 
ish,  of  which  he  was  born  a  memfier,  he  held  man_\'  im- 
portant positions,  ser\'iiig  as  assessor,  treasurer,  aiul 
collector  at  various  times,  and  ha\-ing  a  great  inllueiue 
in  promoting  the  linancial  welfare  of  the  (jrg.mizatioii, 
and  being  also  a  very  large,  if  not  the  largest,  contrilni- 
tor  to  its  treasury.  At  the  age  of  tliirty-hve,  he  united 
with  the  ( )ld  South  Church,  and  became  at  (Mice  one  (if 
its  most  acti\'e  w(_)rking  members,  as  \vell  as  one  of  the 
most  regular  and  constant  attendants  ,u  it^i  meetings 
and  public  ser\'ices,  taking  also  a  tleep  interest  in  all  the 
social,  literary,  and  other  organizations  and  entertain- 
ments connected  with  it.  'i'here  are  tew  men  who 
will  be  more  generally  remembere(.l  b)'  those  wIkj  liaxe 

casually  attended  the  church 
prayer-meeting  or  its  meet- 
ings in  behalf  of  the  tern- 
perance  cause. 

His  business  career  has 
been  uniforml)'  successful 
from  the  beginning,  when, 
as  a  mere  child,  he  began  to 
rely  on  his  own  exertions. 
He  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaking,  in  which  he  en- 
gaged from  1840  t<j  ^STio, 
The  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War  rendered  this  \'o- 
cation  unprofitable,  ami  for 
a  time  he  carried  on  the 
business  of  a  luuise  painter. 
Later,  he  returned  to  the 
shoe  business,  in  whi(  h  he 
is  still  engaged  as  a  manu- 
facturer and  retailer. 

islv.  Bancroft  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  First 
N.itioiial  I'.ank,  of  which  he 
is  a  director,  and  to  his  coii- 
ser\'atism  and  counsel  is  due 
to  a  consideral)le  extent  the 
prosperity  of  that  institution. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  Mechanics'  Savings  Bank. 

The  secrets  of  his  success  in  business,  if  secrets  they 
ma\'  be  called,  are,  first,  a  careful  guarding  of  expendi- 
tures ;  for,  though  very  liberal  in  his  contributii ms  to 
charitable  and  public  purjjoses,  he  was  alw.i}s  cautious 
lest  he  shoukl  expend  more  than  his  financial  c()nditi(jn 
at  the  time  would  justify;  and,  second,  a  remarkable 
promj:)tness  in  meeting  his  engagements  and  obligations. 
These  are  traits  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

Nov.  16,  1848,  he  married  Elizabeth  R.  l""oster,  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  Foster,  of  Wakelield.  They  have  one  son, 
Herbert  W.,  the  well-known  and  popular  railroad  man, 
and  two  daughters,  Maria  |.,  wife  of  Henry  K.  Austin, 
(.)ne  of  our  prominent  business  men,  and  .Mice  J.,  the 
wife  of  Arthur  1).  (jordon,  who  is  now  with  his  father- 
in-law  in  business. 
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Ol''  THE  ANCIKNT  I'OVVN  Ol'  REDDING. 


DANIEL  I'RATl'  was  born  in   1797.     His  father, 
David,  came  to  Reading  from  Saugus,  and  became 
a  successful  shoe  manufacturer. 

Daniel  Pratt  continued  in  the  business  inaugurated  by 
his  father  until  about  1832,  at  which  time  he  entered 


DANIEL  PRATT. 

into  partnership  witi:  Jonathan  Frost,  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  clocks.  This  continued  for  three  years,  when 
^^r.  Erost  withdrew,  and  Mr.  Pratt  continued  the  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account. 

In  1846,  Mr.  Pratt  removed  the  clock  business  to 
lioston,  locating  at  49  Union  Street,  where  he  success- 
fully continued  the  same  till  his  deatii  in  1871. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  thoroughly 
honest,  and  of  firm  purpose.     As  such  he  held  the  con- 


FRANK  W.  B.  PRATT. 

hdence  of  his  townsmen  in  a  marked  degree  and  always 
in  early  life  took  a  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  having 
the  best  interest  of  the  town  at  iieart.  He  was  elecled 
to  many  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.    Was  a  select- 


man and  for  twenty-one  years  was  town  clerk  (1CS31- 
1852).  Was  representati\-e  in  the  (ieiieral  Court  in  1845 
and  1847.  In  1843,  he  was  president  of  perhaps  Read- 
ing's first  banking  institution.  Was  also  fire  warden,  and, 
in  1844,  chief  marshal  of  the  bi  centennial  celebration. 

He  died  in  Reading,  March  17,  1871,  at  tlie  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  leaving  an  honorable  record  of  use- 
fidness  as  a  citizen  and  of  success  in  business. 

Daniki,  F.  Pkatt,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  Reading 
in  .September,  1823.  Ivarlv  in  life  lie  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father  in  the  clock  l>trsiness,  lirsl  in  Reading,  and 
later  in  fjoston,  where  he  has  cuntiiiuerl  in  this  line  luitil 
the  present  time. 

Eor  a  few  years  after  tiie  death  of  Daniel  i'ratt,  the 
business  was  continued  at  the  same  location  b)  the  son 
and  son-in-law,  luuler  the  lirm  name  of  1  )aniel  I'ratt's  .Sons. 

In  November,  1880,  this  arrangement  terminated  and 
Mr.  Pratt  continued  in  the  same  business,  and  located  at 


DANIEL  F.  PRATT. 

339  Washington  Street,  under  the  name  of  Daniel  Pratt's 
Son.  These  quarters  soon  proved  inade(.|uate  for  the 
needs  of  the  increasing  business,  so  that  removal  was 
made  to  Hawley  Street,  and  later,  in  January,  1895,  to 
the  preseiit  location,  53  Franklin  -Stieet,  this  being  one 
of  the  largest  establishments  of  its  kind  in  New  l''.ngland. 

Mr.  Pratt,  though  interested  in  public  affairs,  has 
rarely  held  public  ottice.  He  traveled  abroad  in  1S7S 
and  1889,  but  is  thoroughly  attached  to  his  home  life. 

Frank  W.  B.  Pra  it,  eldest  son  of  Daniel  1'".  Pratt,  was 
born  in  Reading,  Oct.  i,  1S51.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  this  town  and  also  at  schools 
in  ]5oston.  Was  fust  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  A.  C. 
Masury  &  Co.,  Boston  oil  dealers,  and  subsec[uently  by 
Daniel  Pratt  in  the  clock  business.  In  1S88,  he  entered 
into  partnership  witii  his  father,  Daniel  F.  Pratt,  and  is 
actively  engaged  in  that  line  at  the  present  lime. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


[836, 


ALDEN  15ATCH  ELDER  was  born  Sept.  30 
at  tlie  ancient  lionie  of  tlie  family  on  Franklin 
Street,  Reading,  now  owned  by  Adeibert  E.  liatehelder. 
A  cut  of  the  liouse  appears  on  page  165  of  this  volume. 
The  farm  on  which  he  s])ent  iiis  youth  \\as  bought  by 
the  famil)-  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  —  a  portion  of  it  probably  from  the  aborigines. 
The  bridle-[3ath,  which  in  those  days  was  the  way  from 
the  territory  north  of  the  Ipswich  River  to  the  settlement 
on  the  borders  of  the  Wakeheld  ponds,  passed  by  the  old 
homestead,  then  situated  on  tiie  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Mr.  JJatchelder  was  the  son  of  Herrick  and  Rebecca 
(Preston)  liatchelder,  and  a  descendant  of  John  Batch- 
elder,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  town.  The  name 
Herrick,  borne  by  his  father,  was  the  family  name  of  his 
grandmother,  through  whom  he  descended  from  Henry 
Herrick,  who  settletl  in  Sa- 
lem in  1629.  His  mother's 
mother  was  (he  daughter  of 
Ijenjamin  Upton,  Esq.,  a 
man  of  note  in  the  North 
I'recinct,  and  on  his  mother's 
side  also  he  traces  his  de- 
scent from  Peregrine  White 
of  the  l'l_\-moiith  Colony,  the 
first  child  of  P'uroiJean  jjar- 
ents  born  in  Xew  England. 
He  is  also  a  descendant  of 
Rebecca  Nourse,  a  victim 
of  the  Salem  witchcraft  de- 
lusion of  two  centuries  ago. 
His  mother's  name,  Rebecca, 
had  been  borne  by  her  fe- 
male ancestors  for  several 
successive  generations,  prob- 
ably in  remembrance  of  tlieii' 
imforlunate  predecessor. 

In  his  childhood  he  at- 
tended school  in  the  old 
"North  schoolhouse,"  which 
stood  at  the  corner  of  Forest 
and  Pearl  Streets.  When 
the  district  was  divided,  he 
became  a  pupil  at  the  school 

located  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  l''ranklin  Streets.  The 
influence  of  his  uncle,  the  well-known  educator,  "  Master 
John  "  Batchelder,  who  dwelt  in  the  same  house,  caused 
him  to  early  acquire  a  taste  for  books  and  a  desire  for 
knowledge.  He  has,  in  consequence,  always  shown  a 
great  interest  in  the  x'arious  plans  of  the  young  for  self- 
improvement.  At  one  time  he  devoted  a  room  in  his 
factory  to  the  use  of  those  who  wished  to  meet  for  the 
practise  of  debating.  In  the  Natural  History  Society 
formed  for  the  purpose,  among  others,  of  learning  and 
preserving  facts  connected  with  the  town,  he  has  been  a 
very  important  factor.  Since  1890,  he  has  been  a  trustee 
of  the  Laurel  Mill  Cemetery,  a  large  portion  of  which  his 
home  overlooks,  ,iud  hi-,  watchful  care  and  taste  have 
been  ol  great  ser\iie  in  impro\ing  that  final  resting- 
place  of  our  death     His  business  career  has  been  suc- 


cessfLil.  He  commenced  al  about  twent)'  )'ears  of  age, 
by  learning  the  details  of  practical  manufacturing  as 
an  a])prentice  of  the  late  (ieorge  <).  liatchelder,  wlu;  was 
then  engaged  in  making  furniture  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Pearl  Streets.  In  1S64,  he  conuiienced  lousi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  succeeding  the  late  Solon 
.A.  Parker,  on  Pearl  Street,  near  Salem  Street.  The  vet- 
erans in  the  lousiness,  on  account  of  the  havoc  made  in 
this  industry  by  the  great  struggle,  tried  in  vain  to  dis- 
suade him  from  his  attempt  to  become  the  master  of  his 
own  fortune.  He  succeeded,  ho\ve\'er,  and  remained 
where  he  started  till  the  fall  of  i.SyC),  when  his  factory 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  —  empli))'ing  an  average  force 
of  twenty- hve  workmen,  and  producing  about  ^50,000 


worth  of  finished  goods  annually. 


special  line  was 


ALDEN  BATCHELDER 


parlor  desks  and  bookcases.    At  first  he  catered  for  the 

Southern  trade,  but  later  he 
found  a  market  nearer  home 
and  in  the  West.  After  the 
Pearl  Street  conflagration, 
he  removed  his  lousiness  U) 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  where 
he  contracted  for  the  labor 
of  a  large  number  of  con- 
victs in  the  State  prison,  and 
greatly  eidarged  his  opera- 
tions. After  the  con\iets 
were  transferred  to  the  new 
pris(jn  at  Concoicl,  now  the 
reformator\-  prison,  he  con- 
tinued in  the  prison  shojos, 
eniploN'ing  outside  workmen 
until  1SS4,  when  the  build- 
ing was  again  used  as  a  |:ienal 
institution.  Then,  as  the 
contract  system  of  gi\'ing 
eni])lo_\-menl  to  con\icls  IkuI 
been  abandoned,  he  removed 
to  the  large  factory  on  Ruth- 
erford .Vvenue,  where  he  still 
continues.  He  has  loeeii  suc- 
cessful, not  only  in  passing 
safely  through  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  financial  world 
since  the  closing  )'ears  of  the  war,  meeting  e\  cry  obligation 
when  due,  and  olotaining  a  competence,  but  in  securing  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  very  marked  degree. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  First  National  Rank  of  Read- 
ing, and  has  held  other  business  positions  retpiiring  C(jn- 
hdence  in  his  sound  judgment  and  integrity.  Political 
preferment  he  has  never  sought,  though  taking  an  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  and  keeping  himself  e.\ceptionall\- 
well  inforiHed  concerning  them. 

Mr.  Batchelder  has  two  sisters  :  R.  Jane,  wife  of  Ceorge 
Beard,  and  Ellen,  a  twin  sister,  wife  of  John  H.  Cleaves  ; 
also  two  brothers  :_Herrick,  deceased,  and  John. 

Sept.  17,  1862,  he  married  Louisa,  daughter  of  the  late 
Samuel  W.  Carter.  Their  only  cliild,  Walter  Alden,  was 
born  Sept.  16,  1864,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1868.  .Mrs.  liatch- 
elder died  .\ugust  5,  1892. 


OV  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OE  Rl':i)] )rNr,. 


AMONG  tlie  enterprises  whicli  hold  a  prominent  po- 
sition in  Readinii;,  the  Eirst  National  Bank  of 
Reading,  whose  success  from  the  start  lias  been  steady 
and  wholesome,  deserx'es  more  than  a  passing  notice  in 


WENDELL  BANCROFT, 
Prcbident  First  Naiional  Bank  of  Heading. 

this  volume.  Tlie  prime  movers  in  the  enterprise  were 
Wendell  Itancroft,  Nathan  ISancroft,  William  A.  Lang, 
Walters.  Parker,  and  Jason  W.  Richardson,  and  to  show 
their  interest  and  vindicate  their  judgment,  they  guar- 
anteed to  furnish  the  balance  of  the  capital  stock  neces- 
sary after  the  general  public  had  subscribed.*  'I'he 
Reading  National  Hank  was  organized  Dec.  27,  1890, 
with  a  fully  paid  up  capital  of  $50,000.  There  were 
nine  original  stockholders  :  iNfessrs.  Wendell  Bancroft, 
Nathan  iiancroft.  William  A.  Lang,  Walter  S.  Parker, 
Jason  W.  Richardson,  JJ.  T.  Morrison,  of  Reading,  and 
H.  C.  Buck,  Edgar  R.  C  hamplin,  and  W.  C.  Clark.  The 
first  board  of  officers  were  :  Wendell  Bancroft,  presi- 
dent, and  B.  F.  Morrison,  vice-president.  William  A. 
Lang  was  chosen  casliier.  At  the  present  time,  fully 
three  quarters  of  the  entire  stock  is  owned  by  residents 
of  Reading. 

The  bank  Ojiened  for  business  Jan.  i,  1891,  in  the 
old  bank  building  on  the  corner  of  Pleasant  and  ^Fain 
Streets.  In  three  years  the  deposits  reached  $100,000, 
with  over  two  hundred  depositors.  There  was  a  surplus 
of  $5,000  and  undivided  profits  of  $3,000,  and  its  loans 
amounted  to  $125,000.  In  January,  1893,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  Masonic  Block,  the  bank  occupied  new 
banking  quarters  on  the  second  floor  front.  The  deposits 
reached,  in  the  latter  part  of  1895,  $125,000,  with  a  sur- 
plus and  undivided  profits  amounting  to  $10,350.  'I'he 
institution  has  paid  four  j^er  cent  dividends,  but  in  point 
of  fact  it  has  earned  fully  six  per  cent,  every  year  since  its 

•  The  general  public  subscribed  and  paid  in  ;»jo,ooo  ;  ibe  five  geiitlenien  named 
subscribed  and  aclnally  paid  in  tlie  other  <2o,ooo. 


formation.  Tiiroiigli  the  c(.)urtcs\'  cif  the  Xalinnal  liank, 
the  ATechanics  Sax'ings  fiank,  institution  ha\'iiig  a 
deposit  of  $40,000,  occupies  a  portion  of  the  banking 
rtjoms.  The  officers  foi'  the  bank  for  the  \ear  1894  were: 
I'resident,  Wendell  fiancroft  :  \  ice-|)rebident,  .\lden  lialch- 
elder  ;  clerk,  Ilenry  E.  lloldeii  :  cashier,  William  .\. 
Lang;  directors,  Wendell  Baneroft,  Nathan  Bancroft, 
Walter  S.  Parker,  Jason  W.  Richardson,  Alden  Hatch- 
elder,  Merrick  A.  Stone,  llenr)'  ]■',.  lluUlen,  and  Prank 
Parker,  of  Reading,  ( ieurge  E.  Batchelder,  of  Lynnlield 
Center,  and  Edward  A.  Carpenter,  of  North  Iveading. 

Wendell  Bancroft,  president  of  the  I'irst  National 
Bank,  was  born  in  l\.eading,  August  7,  1830.  f)n  attaining 
majority,  Mr.  Bancroft  einbaikecl  in  the  business  ol  build- 
ing and  contracting,  which  he  successfully  cmitinued  until 
the  firm  of  Bancroft  c\;  'I'emple  was  formed.  .Xfter  the 
tiim  dissolved,  Mr.  IJancroft  continued  the  business,  his 
warehouse  on  Washington  Street,  and  coal  and  liuiiber 
yards  on  High  Street  testif)'ing  to  the  proportions  his 
rious  enter|jrises  have  assumed.  lie  is  at  present  presi- 
dent of  the  Reading  Cooperative  Hank,  director  of  the 
Savings  Hank,  and  a  menilier  of  R(i)  al  .Arch  ( 'ha|)ter. 

William  .V.  1  ,ang,  cashier  of  the  first  National  Hank, 
was  born  in  Boston,  March  10,  1847,  the  eldest  son  of 
Alfred  and  Susan  (Hyde)  Lang.  He  was  educated  in 
the  Lawrence  public  schools,  to  which  t(j\\n  his  parents 
removed  in  1854.  Previous  to  his  coming  to  Reading, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  John  Iv.  Norwoods  Co.  Dispos- 
ing of  his  interest  in  that  firm,  he  caiue  to  Reading,  where 
he  attained  prominence  as  a  builder  and  contractor.  He 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Masonic  Building  Association,  oi  the 
Mechanics  Savings  Hank,  L3ceuni  Hall  Associatii m,  one 


WILLIAM  A.  LANG, 
C.ishier  first  Naliiin.il  ILnil;  nl  ke.uliiig. 

of  the  assessors  of  the  l''irst  ( 'nngreg.itional  Church,  and 
a  member  of  King  Cyi  us  Pudge,  A.  1''.  and  A.  .M ..  of 
Stoneham,  and  of  iveading  Rov  al  Arch  Chapter. 


/ 


32S  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  V 

NO  man  has  given  a  wider  reputation  to  the  town  of 
Reading  llian  Jacob  W.  Manning,  proprietor  of 
tile  Reading  Nursery.     Mr.  Manning  is  a  native  of  i'.ed- 


PTIETH  ANNIVKRSAI'^Y 

Mr.  Manning  and  Ids  son,  j.  W.  Manning,  Jr.,  6,500 
rare  plants,  shrui)S,  and  llowers  l)eing  ulihzed  in  tlie 
wori<.    |.  \\'.,  Ir.,  whose  aliilities  as  a  l.indseape  gardener 


'  '     •  JACOB  W.  MANNING. 

ford,  N.  H.,  where  lie  was  horn  Veb.  26,  1826,  on  a  farm, 
and  where,  no  doubt,  was  implanted  in  ids  nature  that  love 
of  trees,  flowers,  plants,  and  shrubs  which  has  made  his 
name  a  household  word  among  the  patrons  of  horticvd- 
lure,  arboriculture,  and  floriculture.  'I"he  Reading  Nur- 
sery was  established  in  1854.  'l"o-da}'  it  has  the  largest 
and  most  comprehensive  variety  of  hardy  perennials  in 
the  United  States. 
I'he  nursery  covers 
an  area  of  twenty- 
tive  acres,  employs 
thirty  men,  and  the 
green  houses  are 
covered  with  three 
thousand  feet  of 
glass.  T.,  a  r  g  e  im- 
portations are  re- 
ceived every  year 
from  foreign  coun- 
tries, which  are  prop- 
agated and  distribu- 
ted all  over  the 
Union.  Landscape 
gardening  has  be- 
come an  important 
feature  w  i  t  h  the 
Reading  Nursery 
management,  and 
those  who  visited  the 
great  Columbian 


World's  Exposition 
at  Chicago,  in  1893,  can  attest  the  high  artistic  ex- 
cellence attained  in  this  beautiful  work.  The  grounds 
surrounding  tiie  Massachusetts  building  were  laid  out  by 


JACOB  W.  MANNING,  JR. 

have  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  highest  order, 
takes  entire  charge  of  this  department.  Tlie  younger 
Mr.  Manning  has  natural  talent  in  this  line.  He  is  a 
mendjer  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and 
chairman  on  the  committee  on  estaljlishing  prizes  on 
flowers  in  that  body.  The  senior  Mr.  Manning  has  always 
been  famous  for  the  propagation  of  evergreens,  anil  is 

t  ii  e  acknowledged 
pioneer  of  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  the 
nursery  business  in 
this  country:  while 
in  fruits  he  1  )ears  the 
enviable  distinction 
of  being  the  first  to 
introduce  the  f.imous 
"  Cutter  "  seedling 
strawberrx'  in  this 
countr)'.  He  was 
also  the  first  one  in 
this  countr}'  to  plant 
from  the  original 
stock  of  the  famous 
Concord  grape.  Mr. 
Manning  has  been 
an  extensi\'e  tra\'- 
eler. 

Our  engraving 
shows  the  fine  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  .Man- 
ning and   a  portion 
the  noble  elm   at  the 
his  shoulder  to  where 


RESIDENCE  OF  JACOB  W.  MANNING, 
High  Street,  Reading. 


of  the  grounds  surrounding  it  ; 
ri<rht  Mr.   Manniii'''  brought  on 


it  now  stands,  and  planted  it,  thirty  ) 


ears  ago. 


t  I 


i  l/i 


V  Mil!'  •  1 


.j/l!l'U-*..-l.'    A  fjCi.'ji'-l 


OF  'I'HK  ANCIENI"  TOWN  ()!•  RKDDINC 


Till'',  i)laniii<;'  mill  lliiiviiii;'   uiuler  tlic  linn  name  of 
1).  H.  KlmkIuH       (  Ompany,  on  Salem  Street,  in 
Reading,  Mass.,  is  one  of  liie  oldest  of  the  iini:)ortant 
business  establisliments  in  the 
town.     For  about  fifty  )'ears, 
and  for  probabl)'  a  still  more 
remote   jieriod,  the   old  mill 
has  been  in  operation.  About 
1848,   the    Readin;^"  planing 
mill  was  run  by  John  Noble, 
Peter    Sanborn's  son-in-law, 
and  later  by    Ivra  Manning, 
who  usetl  it  almost  exclusively 
for  the  manufacture  of  furni- 
ture, and   still   more  recentl}' 
by  Eames   iS:    Colburn  and 
Dinsmore    cSj    (Irouard.  In 
1885,  A.  J.  Moray  leased  the 
mill,  and  three  years  later  the 
present  owner,  Mr.  Da\'id  II. 
Kendall,  was  installed  as  fore- 
man.    In    1892,  Mr.  Kendall 
purchased  the  entire  mill  prop- 
ert)',  and  to-da)'  it  is  regarded 
asoneof  the  leading  industries 
of  Reading.    Sixteen  compe- 
tent   employees      here  fmd 
steady  employment,   and  the 
business  consists  of  turning  out  interior  house  finish  for 
contractors,  special  stairwaj  s  and  mantel  work,  and  piazza 
i:)osts,  balusters,  brackets,  etc.,  in  almost  endless  variety 
of  design.    The  jobbing  work  of  a  year  makes  a  very 
creditable  showing.     Mr.   Kendall  does  a   business  of 
from  $25,000  to  >3o,ooo  per  year,  and  being  a  practical 
cabmet-uiaker,  and  with  energetic  characteristics,  and  bv 
strict  attention  to 
the    demands  of 
business,  has  large- 
ly   increased  the 
business  since  his 
connection  with  it. 
The    building  is 
lighted  by  electric- 
ity, and  power  for 
the    mill     is  fur- 
nished  by    a  50 
horse-p  o  w  e  r  e  n- 
gine.     The  visitor 
at  the  mill  is  im- 
pressed by  the  gen- 
eral air  of  industry 
which   attaches  it- 
self to  this  estab- 
lishment. David 
M.    Kendall  was 
born  in  Dover,  Me., 
August  28,  1835, 


DAVID  H.  KENDALL 


age.  11c  learned  iiis  Ir.ule  as  cabinet- worker  undei-  the 
tuition  of  his  brotiier-in-la w,  Fzra  Manning,  in  1S52,  and 
later  woiked  for  A.  (1.  .Manning,  of   Bostcjn,  and  johu  Iv 

Daniels  &  Co.,  of  (  liarlestcnvn. 
where  he  had  charge  of  their 
factory.  For  six  montlis  he 
was  with  Ross  &  Marshall,  of 
New  York  Cit)',  and  on  leaving 
,  .  :     there  retLu  ned  to  work  for  Dan- 

iels iV'  Co.  Later  he  tO(jk  charge 
of  the  furniture  factory  of 
(leorge  W.  Kerry,  at  Charles- 
town,  with  whom  he  stayed  ten 
)ears,  having  supervision  of 
the  work  of  one  hundred  em- 
ployees for  seven  years.  An.\- 
ious  to  enter  into  business  for 
himself,  he  went  to  ISrookline, 
N.  II.,  where  he  operated  a 
furniture  factory  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hobart,  Kendall  ..V  Co. 
.Selling  out  his  interest  there 
in  1884,  he  came  to  Reading, 
and  entered  the  emplo}-  of 
Jcjhn  Hcjlman  (S:  Co.,  which 
firm  was  succeeded  by  A.  J. 
Morey. 

Mr.  Kendall  married  Miss 
Sophia  R.  Cook,  a  daughter  of  James  D.  Cook,  of  Read- 
ing, and  tliey  have  two  sons  —  Frank  W.  Kendall,  wlio  is 
principal  of  the  Manual  Training  School  at  Menomonia, 
Wis.,  and  Walter  Kendall,  who  finds  employment  at  his 
father's  mill.'  Mr.  Kendall  resides  in  a  tastefully  designed 
new  house  on  the  corner  of  High  Street  and  Middlesex 
A\enue,  Reading  Highlands,  which  he  built  in  1893  for 

his  own  occupancy. 

It  is  a  matter  of 
fact  that  William 
Badger  built  the  old 
mill.  It  was  a  one- 
story  structure. 
Dinsmore  and  (Irou- 
ard  bought  the  mill 
property,  J  une  2  i , 
I  8  6  5,  (jf  I  )exter 
Marvel.  Their  pur- 
chase included  only 
the  building,  as  Mar- 
vel had  sold  all  the 
stock  and  machin- 
ery. Just  before  the 
eighties  t  h  e  mill 
burned  down  from 
an  overheated  boiler, 
and  Messrs.  Dins- 
more iSj  Grouard,  the 
owners,  built    t  h  e 


READING  PLANING  MILL, 
Salem  Street,  Reading. 

a  son  of  Jienjamin  and  Nancy  (Whidden)  Kendall.  He  present  mill.  They  sold  to  Richardson  &  Tukey,  who 
came  to  Reading  in  1849,  where  he  attended  the  dis-  ran  it  a  short  time,  when  they,  in  turn,  sold  to  John 
trict  and  grammar  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of     Holnian  &  Co. 
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WI 1 1  LI'',  the  inanuf;ictiirin<;  inkTcsts  of  Reading  may     necklies  are  made  in   a  siuL^le  year.     l''ifly  skilled  eiii- 
nol  all  he  know  n  t In  oii_i;lioul  tlie  civilized  world,     ployees  are  engaged.     (  )ver  30,000  pajier  boxes,  made 
those  that  do  e.\ist  aiul   llni\'e  are  of  a  character  well     at  the  factory,  are  nsed  in  packing  the  prochn  t  lor  slii|)- 


CHARLES  E.  DAMON. 

suited  to  the  cpiiet  of  a  residential  town.  It  was  back 
in  1874  that  the  senior  mendjer  of  the  firm  of  Charles 
E.  Damon  cV'  Co.,  manufacturers  of  gentlemen's  neck- 
wear, started,  in  a  small  and  modest  way,  the  manufac- 
ture of  neckwear.  Only  two  girls  were  employed,  and  an 
8  by  10  room  in  a  dwelling-house  on  Salem  Street  was 
sufficient  for  the  business.  It  was  only  a  matter  of  two 
)-ears  when  Mr.  I  )a- 
mon  enlarged  his 
"factory"  to  in- 
clude about  135 
square  feet  of  Hoor 
space.  Subsequent- 
ly, a  building  was 
secured  on  Harri- 
son Street,  and  the 
p  r  e  s  e  nt  business 
occupies  an  entire 
three-story  build- 
ing, with  a  floor 
space  of  4,500 
square  feet, 
equipped  with 
modern  m  a  c  hin- 
ery. 

[n  1878,  Arthur 
A.  Damon,  a  broth- 
er of  the  proprie- 
tor, was  admitted 


FACTORY  OF  CHARLES  E.  DAMON  &  CO., 
Salem  Street,  Reading. 


ARTHUR  A.  DAMON. 

ment.  'i'heir  plant  is  operated  by  steam  power,  and 
the  products  of  tlie  firm  are  all  taken  l.>y  lioston  jobbing 
houses,  and  by  them  sold  to  retailers  all  over  the  country. 

Charles  E.  Damon  was  born  Feb.  S,  1S55,  and  edu- 
caletl  in  Reading.  Dis  parents  were  Edgar  .ind  I'.Wcn 
M.  (Kimball)  Damon.  He  began  his  business  training 
in  the  necktie  factory  of  Damon,  Temple  X:  Co.,  in  1866, 

antl  remained  in  the 
employ  of  this  lirm 
obtaining  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the 
business  until  start- 
ing in  business  for 
himself.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  A  m  i  e 
Whiting,  Oct.  15, 
1877,  and  they  have 
two  childi'en,  Ethel 
C.  and  Maude  C. 

.Vrthur  A.  1  )amon, 
of  the  same  family, 
was  born  in  Read- 
ing, May  13,  1857. 
He  graduated  from 
the  high  school  in 
1875.  He  first  en- 
tered the  employ 
of  C.  E.  Damon  & 
Co.,  and  later  went 


to  the  firm,  and  their  success  is  indisputable  evidence  to  work  for  Damon,  Temple  &•  Co.,  until  entering  part- 
of  the  merits  of  their  goods  and  the  executive  ability  nership  with  his  brother.  He  married  Miss  Cornelia  Ban- 
and  enterprise  of  those  at  its  head.    Now,  over  250,000     croft,  Jan.  11,  1882,  and  they  have  one  child.  Alma  N. 


Ol'  'IMIF.  ANCIENT  'I'OWN  Ol''  RKDDlNd 


AN  iiulustr\-  which  wab  Koni  and  (levcloped  in  Kead-     achie\einenl  in   the  in\L'ntivc  hue   is  a   machine  uhiih 
ini;  and  adds  hu-L;c'ly  lo  tlic  husiness  prosperity  of     niaiscs  shoe  nails  in  a  conliniious  strip.     Se\eral  of  these 
the  town  is  tlie  Horton  Afanufacturing  Company,  manufac-     machines  are  nowKeini;  operated  at  the  company's  works. 


JAMtS  A.  HORTOIJ. 

turers  of  wire  hair  l)rushes,  meclianical  specialties,  and 
paper  l)oxes.  in  187G,  John  and  Clarence  Howard,  of 
Reading,  patented  the  wire  hair  brush,  now  universally  used 
throughout  the  United  States.  'J'he  same  year  Wm.  Proc- 
tor, a  shrewd,  energetic  business  man,  recognizing  the 
IM-ospective  value  of  the  invention  and  the  business  that 
might  be  built  up  with  it,  associated  himself  with  Mr. 
Howard,  under  the 
nameof  the  Howard 
Patent  Metallic 
Brush  Company. 
Mr.  Horton  secured 
an  interest  in  the 
Howard  Patent  Me- 
tallic Jjrush  Com- 
pany. After  Mr. 
Proctor's  death,  ( )ct. 
23,  1889,  Mr.  Hor- 
ton acquired  his  in- 
terest. I  n  M  a  y, 
1891,  the  present 
corporation  was  or- 
ganized. 'J"he  last 
few  years  has  wit- 
nessed the  expan- 
sion of  the  business 
in  a  new  line.  Shoe 
manufacturers  and 
others  using  paper 
boxes,  being  cogni- 
zant that  the  company  was  manufacturing  boxes  for  their 
brushes,  began  sending  in  orders,  and  now  a  large  force 
is  employed  in  this  department.    Mr.  Horton's  latest 


FACTORY  OF  THE  HORTON  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY, 
Prescott  Street,  Reading. 


JASON  W.  RICHARDSON. 

'I'he  olficers  of  the  c(jmpan\-  are  :  James  A.  Ilorton,  presi- 
dent; Jason  W.  Richardson,  treasurer. 

James  A.  Horton,  son  of  James  A.  Horton  and  Pucy 
M.  Horton,  was  born  in  No\'a  Scotia  Sept.  17,  1841^.  'i'he 
nucleus  of  his  education  was  recei\'ed  in  the  i:iublic 
schools,  after  which  he  taught  several  terms  in  his  native 
land.  He  came  to  Massachusetts  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  soon  became  connected  in  business  with 
Wm.  l^roctor.  April  5,  187J,  he  was  married  to  Mar\-  P. 
Washburn,  of  Taunton.   'I'he)'  ha\'e  three  children  :  Clara 

Af.,  I\rary  W.,  and 
James  H.  Mr.  lUiv- 
ton  is  a  member  of 
the  American  So- 
ciety of  Mechanical 
Engineers. 

Jast^n  W.  Richard- 
son, was  born  at 
Woburn,  Oct.  18, 
1S51.  His  parents 
were  Jason  and  Car- 
o 1 i  n  e  Richardson. 
After  attending  the 
public  sciiools  he 
learned  the  trade  of 
shoenuiking  and  lias 
been  a  large  manu- 
facturer of  children's 
and  infants'  shoes. 
Sept.  9,  1873,  he 
married  Ahiry  C. 
Harnden,  by  whom 
he  has  had  four  chil- 
dren :  J.  Elbridge,  Abbie  J.,  Bessie  H.,  and  Lewis  1'. 
He  is  president  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  ]!ank,  and  a 
director  of  the  i^rst  National  Bank  of  Reading. 
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■I'W'O  lIlfNDRKI)  AND  i- 1  I'll  I'/II  I  ANN  I  V  hlKSA  R 


THE  rcprc'scntali\(.'  shoe  iiuluslry  of  l\.e;ulin>;'  is  tliat 
of  liverctt  I).  Kichard.son,  located  on  tlie  corner  of 
WolDurn  and  ]5erkley  Streets.  To  bring  tiie  modest  be- 
ginning of  his  business  into  comparison  with  its  immensity 


it 


EVERETT  B.  RICHARDSON. 

of  to-day  is  convincing  proof  tliat  Mr.  Richardson  is  a 
man  of  successful  undertakings.  With  but  meager  cap- 
ital accumulated  during  his  apprenticeship,  he  launched 
the  enterprise  which  now  distributes  hundreds  of  dollars 
weekly  into  various  cliannels  of  trade  in  this  town.  The 
biography  of  Mr.  Richardson  is  also  a  history  of  the 
business.  Everett  JJrooks,  son  of  George  and 
Harriet  (Leathe)  Richardson,  was  born  Sept. 
1 8,  1848.  lie  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  After  leaving  school,  circum- 
stances, which  were  happil}'  in  accord  with 
his  inclinations,  led  him  to  learn  the  trade 
of  shoemaking.  'i'hose  were  the  days  when 
the  name  shoemaker  was  well  deserved, 
for  one  man  made  the  entire  shoe  from  cut- 
ting to  the  finished  product.  Since  powei" 
has  been  used  it  almost  Ijecomes  a  study  for 
a  person  to  become  proficient  in  one  detail. 
Mr.  Richardson  served  sufiicient  time  at 
the  trade  of  shoemaking  to  master  perfectly 
every  detail  of  the  industry.  His  ambition 
was  tiien  to  become  an  employer  rather  than 
an  employee,  and  he  made  his  first  venture  in 
the  little  shop  owned  by  Edwin  Leathe,  on 
Prospect  Street. 

The   development  of   his  business  soon 
made   it  necessary  for  him   to  seek  more 
commodious  quarters,  and  he  then  located 
on  Woburn  Street,  where  he  manufactured  for  a  number 
of  years. 

The  business  soon  outgrew  the  confines  of  the  build- 
ing on  A\'oburn  Street,  and  in  1886  he  built  on  lierkley 


Sli'eet  a  factory  65  \  ferl,  willi  three  sloiics  .iiui  h.ise- 
ment,  lilted  up  with  steam  jjower.  for  some  liiiit-  this 
building  sufficed,  but  eventually  he  was  obliged  to  erect 
an  addition  120  x  30  feet,  'i'liis  necessitated  building  .i 
new  boiler-house  witli  fift\'  h()rse-p(;wer  boiler  and  twenty- 
five  horse-power  engine,  making  the  addition  larger  tlian 
the  original  building.  These  buildings  are  furnished 
with  modern  fire  ajipliances,  iiuluding  s[)rinkler,  and  liie- 
alarm,  and  duplex  steam  fire  pump,  'i'he  total  anioimt  of 
rioor  space  occupied  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work  is  now 
20,700  scjuare  feet.  Contrast  tliis  with  the  iikkIcsI  he- 
ginning  in  a  room  scarcely  more  than  twentv  feet  si|uare, 
and  one  can  conceive  of  the  extent  of  the  growth  of  the 
industry.  A  force  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  liands  receive 
employment.  It  is  significant  of  .Mr.  Ricliardsoii's  con- 
sideration for  his  help,  that  he  has  in  his  eni|jlo\-  a  .large 
number  of  workmen  who  have  l)een  with  him  for  many 
years. 

His  employees  as  a  class  are  far  superior,  in  intelli- 
gence and  morals,  to  those  ordinarily  employed  in  shoe 
factories  of  other  towns.  'I'he  lines  of  goods  manufac- 
tured are  infants',  children's,  misses',  and  women's  shoes, 
designed  especially  for  the  western  tratle. 

There  are  sexeral  reasons  why  the  output  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson's factory  has  held  its  own  against  the  keenest 
competition.  The  materials  used  are  exactly  as  aiher- 
tised  ;  only  skilled  labor  isemplo}  ed  in  their  manufacture, 
and  but  a  fair  profit  is  expected. 

During  the  recent  years  of  depression  Mr.  Iviclianl- 
son's  factory  has  not  been  closed  exce|)l  at  inter\als 
while  stock  accounts  ha\e  been  taken,  while  f.ictories  in 
neighboring  touns  ha\'e  suspended  work  from  lack  nf 
business. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  first  married  in  (  )ctober,  1872, 
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FACTORY  OF  EVERETT  B.  RICHARDSON, 
llcrkley  Street,  ke.ulin^. 

to  Emma,  daughter  of  Dea.  Ivendal  Richardson,  of 
Woburn,  of  whom  two  chiltlren  were  born,  Nellie  A.  and 
Perley  K.  Richardson.  She  died  July  18,  1880,  and  in 
October,  1 885,  he  married  Ella  J.  Pearson,  of  Wilmington. 
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AN()T1'',\\'()1\.TM\'  instance  of  wliat  unlirini^  indus- 
tr\',  tenacity  of  |3urpose,  enterprise  and  push, 
accompanied  by  natural  genius,  will  accomplish,  is  fur- 
nished in  tile  lousiness  career  of  Mr.  fienry  K.  Austin. 
He  is  a  native  of  South  Berwick,  Me.,  and  is  tlie  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Austin.  He  received  liis  education  in 
the  puljlic  scliools  of  his  native  place,  and  when  about 
seventeen  years  old  he  set  out  for  himself  in  the  world. 
In  1S62,  being  endowed  with  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind, 
he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  the  IJoston  &  Maine 
Railroad  in  the  city  of  Boston,  where  his  mechanical 
skill  soon  became  recognized  in  the  work  of  general  re- 
pairs, and  the  in\'ention  of  de\'ices  calculated  to  improve 
the  motive  power  of  the  road.  A  most  interesting  e.xam- 
ple  of  his  a[:)tness  in  con\'erting  metals  from  their  rough 
state  to  mechanical  usages,  and  of  his  ingenuity,  is  a 
miniatiu'e  railway  locomotive,  which  is  on  exhibition  at 
his  warerooms.  Jt  is  a  perfect  model  of  the  larger 
engines  now  in  use,  and  is  complete  in  e\'ery  detail. 
It  was  exhibited  one  year  at  Mechanics'  Fair  in  Boston. 
A  miniature  circular 
track  was  constructed, 
around  which  occa- 
sional trips  were 
made.  Mr.  Austin  re- 
tained his  position 
with  the  railroad  com- 
pany for  upward  of 
twenty-five  years, 
meantime  residing  in 
Reading  ;  but  in  1887, 
he  concluded  to  em- 
bark in  business  for 
himself,  and  started 
in  a  modest  way  as 
a  repairer  of  machin- 
ery. The  cpiarters  :■  ■  . 
first  occupied  were 
18  by  20  feet,  and 
for  a  time  he  found 
them  am])le  for  the 
work  he  could  command.  His  business  gradually  in- 
creased, however,  and  within  the  brief  period  of  less 
than  five  years  his  trade  has  grown  to  such  jjroportions 
that  he  finds  himself,  on  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  adopted  town,  occupying  an  area  of 
fioor  space  nearly  ten  times  more  than  his  old  workshop 
contained,  every  available  foot  of  which  is  utilized. 

In  his  present  quarters  on  Lincoln  .Street,  directly 
opposite  the  ]>oston  iS,:  Maine  Railroad  station,  Mr.  Aus- 
tin has  not  only  increased  his  facilities  for  jobbing  and 
machine  repairing,  but  is  extensively  engaged  in  plumb- 
ing, heating,  and  general  sanitary  engineering,  having  in 
his  employ  the  most  skilled  engineers  and  workmen  in 
this  country.  He  controls  the  Richmond  and  Gurney 
system  of  steam  and  hot  water  heating  for  this  section, 
and  many  of  the  best  residences,  schools,  hotels,  halls, 
and  churches,  in  this  and  the  surrounding  towns  and 
cities,  have  been  supplied  b}'  Mr.  Austin  with  these  effi- 
cient devices.    In  addition  to  this  important  branch  of 


FACTORY  OF  HENRY  K.  AUSTIN, 
Lincoln  Slrt-et.  Reading. 


business,  he  does  ail  kinds  of  tin  and  sheet  iron  wi)ik,aii(i 
keejis  a  line  ol  the  most  jiujiulai'  cooking  ranges  and 
sto\'es  in  the  market,  and  his  stock  of  shelf  haidware  is 
recei\'ing  constant  additions. 

Notwithstanding  all  enumerated  above,  it  forms  but  a 
small  portion  of  Mr.  Austin's  business.  He  deals  exten- 
sively in  bicycles  of  the  best  makes,  ami  keeps  in  stock 
all  the  latest  and  most  impro\'ed  aixessories  of  the  wheel. 
A  large  wiriety  of  ladies',  men's,  and  cliildi'eii's  machines 
ma\'  be  seen  in  his  salesroom,  both  new  and  second 
hand,  and  any  machine  sold  by  him  is  not  only  fully 
guaranteed,  but  will  be  kept  in  repair  (nie  year  free  of 
cost  to  the  purchaser,  unless  the  damage  is  caused  by 
misuse.  Mr.  Austin  also  contemplates  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  of  bic)'cles.  As  a  result  of  his  practical 
experience,  he  luiderstands  thoroughly  the  need  of  a 
wheelman,  and  the  wheel  which  he  will  put  out,  if  liis 
plans  formulate,  will  coiiiliine  se\'eral  new  featLU'es,  the 
value  of  which  will  be  readih'  recognized.  Machines 
are  sold  for  cash,  on  the  instalment  plan,  or  exchanged 

for  second-hand  ones, 
on  the  most  liberal 
terms,  thus  affoi'ding 
C)'clists  e\'ery  advan- 
tage offered  by  cit_\- 
dealers  or  makers. 
His  establishment  is 
headc[uarters  fcir  re- 
pairs of  all  kinds, 
which  are  expedi- 
tiously and  clieapl)' 
made.  The  selling 
and  repairing  of  lawn- 
mowers  is  also  an 
important  item  with 
Mr.  .Austin.  The  suc- 
cess of  jMr.  .Austin  is 
due  to  the  polic)' 
which  he  outlined  for 
himself  when  he  fiisl 
embarked  in  busi- 
ness. He  did  not  expect  to  gain  a  competence  within  a  few 
years  liy  charging  exorbitant  prices,  but  believed  that  fair 
profits  and  just  treatment  would  make  permanent  custom- 
ers.   The  result  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  conclusions. 

April  15,  1879,  Austin  was  married  to  Miss  Maria 
].,  daughter  of  Nathan  Ikincroft,  of  Reading,  and  has 
three  children,  —  Ethel  J.,  Orace  M.,  and  Florence  V.. 

Although  much  absorbed  with  business  responsibilities, 
he  finds  time  to  indulge  in  fraternal  and  social  amen- 
ities to  some  extent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Reading 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Reading  Athletic  Club, 
and  the  Reading  V.  M.  C.  A.  About  fifteen  years  ago, 
he  became  affiliated  with  a  number  of  prominent  citizens 
in  forming  an  association  which  established  the  cooper- 
ative grocer)'  stt)re  which  is  managed  by  A.  W.  Oarr. 
This  movement  was  the  result  of  the  high  prices  which 
pre\'ailed  here  for  gi'oceries,  and  was  ininiediatel)'  instru- 
mental in  reducing  the  same  to  the  average  prices  charged 
elsewhere. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFT[ETII  ANNIVERSARY 


TH  E  tdwii  of  Readini;-  has  much  to  attract  visitors. 
Aside  from  its  many  natural  beauties,  its  general 
air  (jf  thrift  and  prosperity  has  often  been  commented 
upon,  and  has  long  Ijcen  the  pride  of  its  residents.  Some 
of  the  l(nvn"s  industries  are  unic|ue  in  their  wa\',  but  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  "  sh(j\v  places"  of  the  town  is  the  poul- 
try plant  of  C  I.  Nesmith  on  Main  Street.  Ileremay 
be  seen  one  of  the  model  establishments  of  its  kind  in 
the  country. 

It  is  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  tile  largest  poultry 
plant  in  the  New  luigland  States,  devoted  wholly  to  the 
raising  of  thoroughbred  poulli)-  for  breeding  purposes, 
the  method  lieing  wholly  artificial  sa\^e  that  the  chicks 
intended  for  breeding  stock  are  given  the  entire  range  of 
the  farm.  The  breeds  kept  are  Light  Brahmas,  Rulf 
(  ochins,  1  ilack  Eangshms,  and  barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
I'A'erythmg  about  the  place  is  up  to  date,  antl  all  the 
knf)wn  labor-sa\'ing  api^liances  and  practical  knowledge 


in,  and  it  als(j  makes  an  excellent  pi. ice  in  which  to 
condition  the  Ijirds  for  show  purposes. 

The  brooder  house  is  i6o  feet  long,  heated  by  the 
hot-water  pipe  s)'stem,  and  is  dix'ided  into  28  pens,  and 
has  accomuKjdations  for  about  3,000  chicks  at  one 
time.  The  cook  room  is  At  the  entl  of  the  l)r(;oder 
house,  and  contains  the  steam  jacket  kettles  for  cooking 
the  fofjd,  a  bone  c  utter,  and  grist  mill  ;  also  a  8  horse- 
power boiler  and  engine,  which  furnishes  steam  and 
power  t(j  run  these  different  fixtures. 

The  building  which  connects  the  cook  room  with  No.  2 
house  is  used  for  a  grain  room,  and  contains  bins  for 
the  different  kinds  of  grain. 

All  the  hatching  is  done  by  incubators,  se\en  Ply- 
mouth incultators  being  used  (  1,600  egg,  4,300  egg,  and 
2,200  egg  machines),  with  a  total  capacity  of  2,200  eggs 
at  a  time  ;  and  as  they  are  kept  running  full  from  lanu.try 
to  June,  it  gives  a  capacity  of  about  10,000  chicks  in  a 


POULTRY  BUILDINGS  OF  C.  I.  NESMITH, 

M.iiii  Street,  Rc.lding. 


of  the  day  are  put  intt)  use.  Ever3  tliing  is  hatched  in 
incubators  and  reared  in  the  long  hot-water  brooder 
house. 

A  prettier  location  for  a  farm  and  a  home  could  not 
have  been  selected.  'l"he  location  is  extremely  fortu- 
nate. The  land  slopes  gently  to  the  south,  giving  per- 
fect drainage,  and  lies  between  three  streets,  the  one 
directly  in  front  of  the  dwelling  being  the  old  "  turn- 
pike"  from  l)Oston  to  Lawrence.  The  main  plant  con- 
sists of  three  long  poultry  houses  and  a  brooder  house. 
No.  I  house  is  156  feet,  No.  2,  170-feet,  and  No.  3,  180 
feet  long,  containing  in  all  45  breeding  pens,  and  giving 
winter  accommodations  for  about  675  birds.  Since  the 
photograph  from  which  the  above  cut  was  made  was 
taken,  Mr.  Ni'smith  has  connected  No.  2  and  No.  3  houses 
bv  a  building  20  feet  wide,  containing  28  small  pens. 

;eep  his  surplus  (or  sale)  stock 


1  le  uses  this  buildiu"'  lo  k 


season.  To  any  one  interested  in  either  practical  or 
fancy  poultry,  a  visit  to  the  "  Lone  Oak  Farm  Poultry 
Yards  "  would  be  both  instructive  and  entertaining. 

In  addition  to  his  large  poultry  business,  Mr.  Nesmith 
is  also  engaged  in  manufacturing  the  Plymouth  Incubator, 
admittedly  the  best  constructed  and  best  regulated  in- 
cubator in  the  world.  It  is  a  hot-water  machine,  the 
tank  being  made  of  planished  cojiper,  so  constructed  that 
there  is  at  all  times  an  etpiable  circulation  of  the  water, 
insuring  a  uniform  temperature  in  all  parts  of  the  egg 
chamlier.  This  incubator  is  double  cased  and  packed 
with  non-conducting  material,  hence  is  but  little  affected 
by  changes  in  temperature. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  "  Plymouth  " 
has  become  so  popular  that  it  has  required  a  large 
force  to  make  them  fast  enough  to  keep  pace  with  the 
orders. 


OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OK  KEDDlNKi. 


MERRILL    HUTCHINSON,  the  well-known  car- 
riiii^e  painter,  may  be  called  a  self-made  man.  He 
was  horn  in  (Jreentield,  N.  II.,  Nov.  13,  He  came 


^    1 1  > ..     .  -  ' 

..•.►•'»r..'  .  ■ 

MERRILL  HUTCHINSON. 

of  good  old  New  England  stock,  his  parents  being 
Daniel  E.  and  Mary  Hutchinson,  whose  ancestors  came 
over  in  the  "  Mayflower."  After  receiving  a  limited  edu- 
cation, such  as  was  to  be  had  in  those  days  in  "the 
little  red  schoolhouse,"  the  coiuitry  home  was  left  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  when  Mr.  Hutchinson  went  to  Lynn, 
Mass.,  to  learn  the  carriage  ]:)ainter's  trade.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  business  as  a  journeyman  painter  until 
1 86 1,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  packed  his 
kit  and  enlisted  to  defend  his  country  and 
flag.  He  served  four  years,  most  of  the 
time  in  active  service,  and  distinguished 
himself  on  man\-  occasions  for  his  bravery. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  and  sent 
home  on  account  of  disability.  After  spend- 
ing two  ye.irs  on  his  father's  farm  in  New 
Hampshire,  his  health  partially  returned, 
and  he  again  took  up  the  painter's  brush. 
We  ne.xt  find  him  at  the  head  of  a  large 
carriage  firm  in  Lynn,  in  full  charge  of  the 
painting  department,  employ  ing  nine  paint- 
ers, where  he  remained  for  six  years.  Jn 
1874,  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  and 
built  the  three-story  carriage  shop  known 
as  ''The  Liberty  Square  Carriage  Works," 
having  an  area  of  5,000  feet  of  Hoor  space, 
employing  in  all  about  the  building  some 
seventeen  or  eighteen  men.  He  continued 
in  business  until  1882,  when  his  long  and 
hard  service  in  the  army,  which  had  under- 
mined his  constitution,  began  to  tell  on  him, 
and  the  gravest  apprehensions  were  felt. 
An  entire  change  from  the  busy  life  he  had  been  leading  was 
prescribed  by  the  family  physician,  who  ordered  him  into 
the  country  again.  With  a  wife  and  familv  of  children  de- 


pending upon  him  for  supjjort,  the  giving  up  of  business 
was  a  great  sacrilice,  ami  llie  hardest  Mow  of  his  wlujle 
life.  Ilishealtli  again  iiiipi  (_)\'ctl,  s(j  that  in  1S86  he  came 
to  Reading,  and  [)ui"(  li.isi.'d  wluU  was  know  11  as  the  "  (  >kl 
IJrooks  E.stale,"  on  West  Street.  Here  he  stocked  the 
little  farm  with  new  machinei'v,  and  set  his  sons  up  in 
market  gardening,  ami  settled  u])  his  aflairs  in  Lynn,  ,iinl 
took  up  his  resilience  in  Reading.  .\fter  I'esiding  a  3ear 
or  so  in  Reading,  he  again  decided  lo  tvy  tiie  Itrush,  and 
started  a  little  joli  shop  in  what  w.ts  once  ,1  hen-house, 
twenl)'-four  feet  S(|uai"e.  It  soon  hccime  evident  that 
these  quarters  were  enlireK'  iiiadeijuale  for  his  purposes, 
and  arrangements  weie  imniedi.itel\-  inatk-  to  piovide 
considerabi)'  mine  room.  The  liisl  )'ear  he  did  nc.nK 
$[,000  worth  of  work.  business  increased  so  lapidl}' 
that  he  was  at  once  obliged  to  enlarge  the  building,  anil 
has  added  more  from  yeai'  to  yeai',  until  his  model  estab- 
lishment comprises  some  3,000  feet  of  floor  space.  'I'he 
establishment  is  now  complete  in  every  detail  to  facilitate 
work  and  prodiice  results  of  the  highest  workman- 
ship. His  reputation  for  high  class  work  is  not  hjcal 
or  confined  even  to  the  limits  of  the  State.  His 
skill  as  a  fust-class  painter  has  lirought  him  customers 
from  Woburn,  Ikniington,  Wilmington,  Stoneham,  Wake- 
field, Cireenwood,  Melrose,  and  a  large  share  of  Reading 
patronage.  I!ut  his  old  army  troubles  ha\'e  a  tii  in  hold 
on  him,  antl  he  has  Ijeen  obliged  to  give  ii])  a  great 
deal  of  active  work.  Mr.  LIutcliinson  is  a  man  alwa3's 
looking"  aiiead,  honest  and  uiiright  in  his  business 
dealings,  and  is  much  interested  in  the  acLanceinent 
of  electric  railroad  connection,  the  electric  lights,  town 
water,  and  all  municipal  impioxemenls  recei\ing  his 
heartiest  sui)|joi"t.  Mr.  Hutchinson  has  done  much  lo 
promote  the    town's  interests,  achocating   and  working 


HUTCHINSON'S  CARRIAGE  REPOSITORY, 
West  Street,  Re.tdiii;;. 

hard  for  all  measures,  benefiling  the  entire  community. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Reatling  \' .  M.  C.  A.  and  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  being  acti\e  in  all  (Christian  work. 
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HI'-  Tirst  official  action  of  tiie  town  of  Rcadinii;  to 
provide  a  public  water  .sujjply  was  at  a  town  meet- 
ing held  April  25,  18CS3,  when  Walter  l^aynor,  John  IJ. 
Lewis,  Jr ,  William  I'roctor, 
Charles  V.  l^rown,  Stillman  I\I. 
I'ratt,  Georj;e  H.  Barnis,  E. 
Harley  (Jowing,  Edward  Apple- 
ton,  and  James  A.  IJancroft 
were  chosen  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  subject  of  a 
water  supply  for  Reading.  In 
August,  1883,  the  committee 
reported  to  the  town  that  they 
had  considered  a  pro]Dosition 
from  the  AVakefield  Water  Com- 
pany, and  recommended  an  ap- 
propriation of  >50o,  and  that  a 
new  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  continue  the  investi- 
gations. This  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  Edward  Appleton, 
E.  Harley  Cowing,  George  E. 
I'utney,  Horace  C.  Wadlin,  and  "  ' 
George  H.  I'arker  appointed  a 
committee,  and  ;?50o  appro- 
priated to  continue  the  investi- 
gation. This  committee  reported  to  the  town,  Dec.  5, 
1883,  that  they  had  employed  Mr.  B.  F.  Smith,  of  Boston, 
to  make  tests  within  the  limits  of  the  town.  They  also 
estimated  the  cost  of  a  plant  of  seventeen  miles  of  pipe 
and  sixty  hydrants,  with  ]5umping  plant  and  stand-pipe, 
at  $134,560.  They  also  prepared  a  petition  to  the  legis- 
lature to  give  tile  town  authority  to  supply  itself  with 
water,  and  asked  instructions  to  attend  before  the  jsroper 


LEWIS  M,  BANCROFT, 
Cliairman  Reading's  Water  Commissioners. 


Harle)'  Cowing,  George  II.  Barrus,  Dudley  Hunt,  anil 
Lewis  AL  iJancroft  were  appointed  a  committee  to  in\es- 
tigate  the  subject  of  a  public  water  supply,  and  $500  was 
appropriated  for  their  use.  This 
committee  secured  the  services 
of  A[r.  yVll)ert  L.  Noyce,  ci\il 
engineer,  of  Newton.  He  made 
a  \'ery  careful  and  thorough  in- 
N'estigation  by  tlie  aid  of  driven 
wells,  and  recommended  that 
the  water  suppl)'  be  ol^tained 
from  wells  abo\'e  the  dam  at 
Lob's  Pound  mill  in  the  Ips- 
wich River  watershed.  .\s  it 
was  necessar)'  for  the  town  to 
have  a  legislati\e  authoiity  be- 
fore water-works  could  be  con- 
structed, the  committee  thought 
it  best  for  them  to  obtain  the 
charter  of  the  Reading  Water 
Company,  a  coiporation  char- 
tered in  I  <SS5,  and  recommended 
that  the  town  ap|"ioint  a  commit- 
tee to  negotiate  with  the  Re.ul- 
ing  Water  Compau)'  for  the  pur- 
chase of  its  charter.  'i'liese 
recommendations  were  adopted  April  2,  18SS,  and  the 
same  committee  continued  to  carry  them  out.  Several 
meetings  with  the  representative  of  the  water  company 
were  held,  but  no  satisfactory  price  for  the  charter  could 
be  agreed  upon.  The  committee,  in  closing  their  report, 
recommended  that  the  town  choose  a  committee  to  act 
with  the  selectmen  in  petitioning  the  (General  Court  to 
grant  authority  to  the  town  to  introduce  a  water  su])ply. 


GEORGE  E.  ABBOTT, 
Walcr  Commissioner. 


legislative  committee  and  obtain  a  suitable  act.  Tiiis  the 
town  refused  to  do  by  a  vote  of  92  to  69. 

in  1887,  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  K. 


.At  the  annual  meeting 


EDWARD  C.  NICHOLS, 
Water  ( 'ommi^sioiier. 


At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  2  |,  1S8S,  Horace  G.  Wadlin, 
\Valter  S.  i'arker,  Lewis  M.  Rancroft,  Henry  G.  Kittridge 
and  Edward  Appleton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  act 
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with  tlie  selectmen.  "  A  petition  and  bill  co\'erin^' 
the  subject  matter  was  presentetl  to  the  legislature  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  water  supply.  'J'he  Read- 
ing Water  Company  appeared  in  oppcjsition  represented 
by  counsel.  No  other  opposition  was  made.  The  com- 
mittee tinally  reported  adversely  to  the  petiti(jn,  but  when 
the  matter  came  up  in  the  house,  Mr.  Lewis  M.  IJancroft, 
our  representative,  luoved  to  substitute  the  original  bill 
for  the  ad\erse  report.  yVfter  debate,  in  which  the  posi- 
tion of  the  town  was  defended  b)'  Mr.  liancroft,  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Woburn,  and  others,  the  bill  was  substituted 
and  tinally  passed  the  House  and  Senate,  was  signed  by 
the  Governor,  and  became  a  law  June  4,  1889."  This 
act  was  accepted  by  the  town,  Sept.  18,  1889,  by  a  vote 
of  128  in  fa\'or  and  30  against.  Nov.  8,  1889,  Lewis 
M.  Bancroft,  George  E.  Abbott,  and  Edward  C.  Nichols 
were  elected  a  l)oard  of  water  commissioners,  and  were 
authorized  to  eniplo\'  an  engineer  to  make  plans  and 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  a  system  of  water-works.  'I'he 
board  organized,  by  the  choice  of  Lewis  M.  liancroft, 
chair  m  a  n,  and 
George  E.  Abbott, 
secretary.  Mr.  Mar- 
shall  M.'I'idd,  civil 
engineer,  ^  of  Wo- 
burn, was  emplo)'ed 
and  made  plans  and 
two  estimates  of 
cost  of  construc- 
tion. He  recom- 
mended taking 
water  from  wells  in 
the  Ipswich  Kiver 
watershed,  n  e  a  r 
the  saw  and  grist 
mill  on  Mill  Street. 
In  his  estimate  No. 
I,  he  provided  for 
a  system  w  ith  42 .2 
miles  of  pipe  and 
1 27  hydrants,  at  a 
cost  of  $308,869.55.  Estimate  No.  2  provided  for  the 
same  pumping  plant  and  stand-pipe  as  in  estimate  No.  r, 
and  13.9  miles  of  pipe  and  77  hydrants  at  a  cost  of  ^^137,- 
075.68.  The  commissioners  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  presented  in  estimate  No.  2  of  the  engineer. 
I''eb.  24,  1890,  the  report  was  acce])ted  and  the  conunis- 
sioners,  by  a  vote  of  223  in  favor  and  118  against,  were 
authorized  to  make  contracts  substantially  as  recom- 
mended. On  April  5,  the  engineer  was  instructed  to 
proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  work. 

The  work  of  pipe  laying  commenced  July  14  follow- 
ing. Work  upon  the  pumping  station  commenced  in  the 
early  part  of  September,  and  on  Feb.  19^  189  [,  it  was  so 
far  advanced  that  the  pumps  were  started,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  water  was  pumped  into  the  stand-pipe. 
On  the  25th  of  I'"ebruary,  1891,  the  entire  pipe  system  was 
filled  with  water  and  in  perfect  working  order. 

'I'he  filter  gallery  from  which  the  supply  is  taken  is 
22  feet  below  the  level  of  the  meadow  and  is  built  of  rouefh 
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Iield-stone  side  walls,  in  the  same  manner  as  an  oixlinai)' 
cuK'ert  under  a  street.  The  top  is  c<)\'erecl  with  co\ering 
stone  laid  in  cement.  It  is  2'j  teet  wide  in  the  clear,  and 
4  feet  higii  insitle.  It  was  (jlanned  to  Ije  in  the  form  oi  a 
T,  with  the  upright  portion  towards  the  south,  and  the 
horizontal  portion  parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the 
river, l)ut  tluring  the  construction  it  was  found  that  when  the 
upright  i:i<jrtion  and  one  arm  was  finished,  it  furnished 
plenty  of  water,  and  was  therefore  left  in  that  form,  ex- 
cept that  the  upright  w.is  extended  across  the  arm  al)out 
25  feet,  giving  a  total  length  of  250  feet.  The  wall  at  the 
intersection  (jf  the  li(U"izonlal  with  the  upright  portion 
was  left  in  such  a  manner  that  it  can  be  extended  at  an)- 
time  tliat  it  ma\-  be  deemed  necessary.  In  addition  to  the 
supply  from  the  gallery,  there  is  a  suction  well  in  the 
pumping  ro(jm  hy  which  direct  connection  is  had  with 
the  Ipswich  Ri\-er,  thus  providing  two  iiulependent  su]3- 
plies  which  can,  at  any  moment,  be  used  in  conjunction 
or  separately,  as  occasion  may  re(|uire. 

The   pumping   machine  consists  of    two  compound, 

duplex  d  i  r  e  c  I  -  a  c  t  i  1 1  g 
lilake  pumps,  one 
air  pump  and  con- 
denser, antl  one 
Ijoiler  feed  jjump. 
The  steam  is  fur- 
nished 1)}'  two  hor- 
izontal tubular  boil- 
ers. Each  punijj  and 
boiler  is  s  o  con- 
nected that  they  can 
be  used  in  connec- 
tion or  separately, 
as  may  be  desired. 
The  force  main  pipe 
is  I  2  inches  in  diam- 
eter. Each  of  these 
jjumps  is  capable  of 
delivering  600,000 
gallons  of  water  to 
the  town  in  Iwentv- 


four  hours,  against  the  normal  head  of  220  feet,  or  94 
pounds  per  square  inch.  Tlie  stand-pipe  is  constructed 
of  boiler-plate  wrought  iron  ;  the  tank  proper  is  30  feel 
in  diameter  and  100  feet  high  to  the  base  of  the  roof. 
The  entire  height,  from  top  of  foundation  to  extreme 
point  of  roof,  is  138  feet.  Its  full  capacity  is  530,145 
gallons  of  water.  The  pumping  station  is  a  substan- 
tial brick  building  with  slate  roof,  33  by  70  feet,  with 
a  coal  room  adjoining,  28  by  28  feet,  that  will  hold  225 
tons  of  soft  coal.  The  pipe  sj'stem  is  of  cast  iron  and 
is  ample  in  size.  The  total  aiuount  of  pipes  is  20'j  miles. 
There  are  193  gates  and  iii  hydrants  connected  with  the 
system.  The  hydrants  all  have  a  5'_.  inch  waterway 
through  them,  and  all  have  6-inch  connections  with  the 
mains.  The  service  pipes  are  lead-lined  iron,  cement- 
lined  iron,  galvanized  and  cast  iron,  from  ^-^  inch  to  6 
inches  in  diameter  and  are  750  in  number,  with  a  total 
length  of  about  9  miles.  Total  cost  of  works,  >i  85,33  i  .75. 
I'ond  debt,  >  180,000. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


THE  subject  of  immicipal  electric  lighting  has  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  Reading 
since  the  year  1890.  On  Oct.  12,  1891,  and  March 
7,  1892,  the  town  voted  to  accept 

the  provisions  oE  section  I,  chapter  .  .  ..  , 

370,  of  the   acts   of  1891,  which  •  :.    •  ■ 

enabled  cities  and  towns  to  pur- 
chase or  build  gas  and  electric 
plants  to  furnish  light  and  power 
for  the  use  of  their  citizens. 

Several  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  subject, 
one  of  wiiich  made  their  report  in 
print.  Hearings  were  given  by 
the  selectmen  to  private  corpora- 
tions who  applied  for  a  franchise 
to  put  in  and  operate  a  plant  in 
the  town,  but  the  opposition  of 
the  citizens  to  any  such  project 
being  nearly  unanimous,  no  fran- 
chise was  granted.  At  the  annual 
town  meeting  held  March  5,  1894, 
John  B.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Charles  W.  zA.l> 
bott,  and  A.  Newell  Howes  were 
appointed  a  committee  on  electric 
lighting,  with  instructions  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  fully  and  re- 
port in  print  within  si.x  months.  A  special  town  meeting 
was  held  May  21,  1894,  to  see  if  the  town  would  estab- 
lish an  electric  light  and  power  plant  within  the  town,  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  electricity  for  lighting  the 
streets,  public  buildings,  and  for  commercial  purposes, 
in  accordance  with  chapter  370,  acts  of  1891  of  the  Public 


HENRY  ROBINSON 
Cliairmai)  Reading's  Electric  Light  Board 


tions  and  arrangements  for  such   plant.    The  commit- 
tee   issued    a  printed    report,    July    14,    1894,  which 
was  distributed  to  every  house  in  town,  and  a  special 
town   meeting    was    held  August 
7,    1894,   to  hear  and    act  upon 
'.  the  report   of   the  committee,  to 

determine  how  much  money  the 
town  would  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the 
report,  to  elect  a  municipal  light 
board,  consisting  of  three  citizens, 
to  build,  install,  and  manage  such 
plant.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  accepted  and  they  were  dis- 
charged. The  town  voted  to  au- 
thorize the  treasurer  to  issue  the 
bonds  of  tlie  town  in  the  aggregate 
principal  sum  of  $50,000  in  fifty 
bonds  of  the  denomination  of 
$1,000,  to  l)e  numbered  from  one 
to  fifty  and  payable  one  bond  each 
year  for  ten  )'ears,  and  two  bonds 
each  year  for  twenty  years  after 
the  expiration  of  ten  years  ;  the 
bonds  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate 
of  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  Vote 
in  favor,  159  ;  vote  in  opposition, 
51.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  August  14,  1894,  and 
a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  August  7, 
authorizing  the  issue  of  the  bonds  with  the  following 
result:  in  favor  of  reconsideration,  30;  opposed  to  re- 
consideration, 183.  The  motion  was  lost,  and  by  this 
vote  the  final  decision  of  the  town  to  build  such  a  plant 


A.  NEWELL  HOV^ES. 


CHARLES  W.  ABBOTT. 


Statutes  The  vote  was:  in  favor,  185  ;  opposed,  none;  was  established.  The  town  then  voted  to  elect  a  mu- 
and  the  hum  ui  ^•250  was  appropriated  to  enable  the  nicipal  light  board,  with  the  following  result :  Charles  \V. 
committee  to  pay  expenses    of    preliminary   examina-     Abbott  was  elected  for  three  years,  A.  Newell  Howes  was 
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elected  for  two  years,  Henry  Robinson  was  elected  for 
one  year,  to  date  from  March  5,  1894.  Immediately 
after  organizing,  the  board  jHuchased  a  lot  of  land  front- 
ing 150  feet  on  Ash  Street,  running  back  to  line  of  the 
Boston  (.\:  Maine  Railroad,  containing  52,560  scjuare  feet, 
and  built  an  extension  trestle  spur  track  120  feet  in 
length,  to  bring  in  coal,  supplies  and  building  materials  ; 
they  then  visited  Lynn,  Marblehead,  Peabody,  Wakefield, 
Braintree,  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  Hartford,  Ct.,  to  ascer- 
tain the  style  of  building  best  suited  for  the  business  ;• 
also  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  various  types  of 
electrical  machines  and  steam  engines,  pole  line  construc- 
tion, street  lighting  systems,  and  get  such  other  infornuv 
tion  that  would  enable  them  to  avoid  errors  that  others 
had  made  through  inexperience.  After  a  full  investiga- 
tion they  decided  to  enlarge  upon  and  change  someAvhat 
the  plans  presented  in  the  report  of  the  electric  lighting 
committee,  and  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Geo.  E. 
Abbott,  of  Reading,  as  architect;  Mr.  F.  O.  Wellington, 
of  Braintree,  as 
mechanical  engi- 
neer ;  Mr.  J.  Frank 
Perry,  of  Braintree, 
as  electrical  engi- 
neer. Mr.  i^erry 
resigned  about  the 
1st  of  November, 
1894,  on  account 
of  other  business, 
and  Mr.  Edward 
T.  Jordling,  o  f 
Reading,   was  en- 


frames, and  partition  for  othce  ;  all  stairways  are  iron. 
ISoilcr  house  in  rcir  of  and  allaclu'cl  to  power  house,  41 
l)y  44  feet.  Height  of  walls,  15  leet.  lii'ighl  from  lloor 
to  apex  of  roof,  28  feet;  root,  won  trussed;  style  jiiteh, 
slated  outside,  wire  plastered  on  undei'  side.  Ventilator 
dome  shaped,  copper  covered,  all  gutters  and  trimmings 
on  buildnig  are  copper.  Chimney  or  stack,  brick,  circular 
in  form,  foundation  seventy-four  15  inch,  piles  28  feet 
long,  driven  about  30  feet  below  surface  of  groLuid  and 
sawed  off  below  water  line.  Two  courses  of  heavy 
granite  blocks  laid  in  cement  placed  on  piles.  Height  of 
stack,  115  feet;  diameter  of  stack  at  bottom,  12  feet; 
diameter  of  stack  at  top,  8  feet:  diameter  of  Hue,  5  feet; 
iron  cap.  'I'lie  machinery  of  the  plant  consists  of  one 
girder  frame  Reynolds  Corliss  steam  engine,  20-inch 
cylinder,  42-inch  stroke,  200  rated  horse  pcjwer.  One 
same,  r  4-inch  cylinder,  36-inch  stroke,  100  rated  horse 
power.  Two  horizontal  tubular  boilers,  125  rated  horse 
power  each,  140  tubes,  3-inch  diameter,  16  feet  long,  di- 
ameter of    shell  6 


gaged  to  look  after 
the  electrical  con- 
st ru.ct  ion.  The 
final  pl  in  adopted 
is  the  present  plant, 
of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  descrip- 
tion. The  build- 
ings were  located 
125  feet  from  the  easterly  line  of  Ash  Street,  giving 
ample  room  for  a  driveway  and  lawn  in  front  and  near 
the  center  of  the  lot,  leaving  a  good  roadway  on  all  sides. 
The  main  budding  or  power  house  is  79  by  47  feet,  with 
projection  on  front  at  north  end  15^  by  ao'j  feet,  and 
on  the  south  end  a  circular  projection  of  10^3  feet  radius. 
Foundations,  6  feet  heavy  stone  work  with  granite  under- 
pinning; brick  wall,  22  feet  high;  floor,  iron  girders, 
brick  arched,  cement  concrete  on  top,  and  a  Terrazzo 
floor  similar  to  that  in  the  new  City  Hospital  in  Boston, 
laid  top  of  the  concrete,  which  gives  a  smooth  marble 
surface.  Foundations  for  shafting  and  all  machinery  are 
brick  and  stone  laid  in  cement  running  up  through  the 
floor  and  capped  with  granite  blocks.  Basement  7  feet, 
3  inches  clear,  under  whole  building,  cemented  door. 
Roof,  style  hip,  iron  trussed,  slated  outside,  sheathed  on 
under  side  with  cypress,  height  from  top  floor  to  roof 
inside,  18  feet  ;  height  from  top  floor  to  apex  of  roof, 
40  feet.    No  wood  finish  inside  except  doors,  window- 
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and  part 
"ameter, 
rests  on  thirteen  iron 
floor  stands  set  on 
brie  k  and  stone 
fouiul.Uions  and  fas- 
tened by  iron  bolts 
1  inch  in  diameter 
and  8  feet  long,  set  in 
the  brickwork  with 
Portland  cement,  all 
necessary  pull  e  ys 
and  t  hree  clutches  so 
arranged  tliat  the 
whole  or  part  of  the 
machiner\'  can  be 
run  by  either  or  both 
engines,  'i'hree  arc 
dynamos,  capacity, 
50-1200  candle-power  lights  each,  1-75  kilowatt  two- 
phase  alternating  dynamo,  capacity  1500-16  candle-power 
lights,  pole  line  construction  abcnit  22  miles  in  length; 
Miles  wire  arc  line,  45,  incandescent,  25.  All  .elation,  wir- 
ing, switchboard,  and  electrical  apparatus  and  all  wiring, 
lamps,  insulators,  and  apparatus  for  the  street  lighting 
system  were  furnished  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  I'enn.  The  incan- 
descent lines,  secondary  \\iriiig,  and  .di  ,ip))liances  out- 
side station  for  commercial  purposes  wcie  installed  by 
the  municipal  light  board.  The  lighting  capacity  ol  the 
plant  proposed  by  the  electric  light  committee  were  100 
arc  lights,  1,000  incandescent  lights;  this  the  board  has 
increased  to  150  arc  lights,  1 ,500  incandescent  lights,  100 
horse  power  for  motors  when  wanted,  beside  providing 
room  enough  in  the  building  for  three  times  and  power 
enough  to  carry  twice  the  present  amount  of  machinery. 
This  has  been  done  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  twenty-tive 
per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  original  appropriation. 
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AMONCr  the  later  generation  of  prominent  business 
men  who  have  made  Reading  their  home  at  some 
period  of  their  lives  may  be  mentioned  Charles  H.  Lang, 
Jr.,  whose  portrait  strongly  inilicates  the  possession  of 
those  qualifications  which  insure  success  in  life,  whatever 
the  chosen  held.  Like  many  others  who  have  made  their 
mark  here  in  the  Old  IJay  .State,  Mr.  Lang  is  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  his  parents  coming  to  Reading  from 
Dover  when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age  ;  and  here  is 
where  was  laid  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent  life. 
At  an  early  age  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
adopted  town,  and  in  1866  he  left  the  Reading  High 
School  to  engage  m  the  mail  and  express  business  for 
his  father,  the  route  being  from  Reading  to  North  Read- 
ing, which  he  conducted  for  nearly  two  years.  The  duties 
devolving  upon  young  Lang  while  thus  engaged  were 
such  that  a  portion  of  the 
day  was  unoccupied,  and  this 
was  improved  by  attending 
the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Rusi-  . 
ness  College  at  Boston,  where 
he  fitted  himself  for  the  sub- 
sequent high  positions  to 
which  he  has  been  called. 
During  the  winter  of  1871- 
72,  he  was  clerk  in  the  gro- 
cery store  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Lucius  Turner,  at  Read- 
ing ;  and  previously  for 
over  two  years  he  was  simi- 
larly employed  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  house  of  Far- 
ringtons,  Tozier  &  Hall,  231 
State  Street,  l-5oston.  ALirch, 
1872,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  late  Cyrus  Wakefield, 
manufacturer  of  rattan  goods. 
From  this  business  has 
sprung  the  largest  establish- 
ment of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
the  Wakefield  ivattan  Com- 
pany, a  Massachusetts  cor- 
poration with  a  capital  of 
$1,000,000.  The  works  of 
the  company  are  located  in  Wakefield,  and,  it  is  needless 
to  say,  forms  the  leading  industrial  feature  of  the  place. 
Mr.  Lang  is  general  manager,  treasurer,  and  one  of  the 
directors  of  this  great  corporation  ;  and  the  able  manner 
in  which  its  affairs  are  conducted  is  ample  evidence  that 
the  seed  sown  in  early  life  did  not  fall  upon  barren 
ground. 

His  duties  in  connection  with  this  particular  business 
ha\'e  so  engrossed  his  time  that  Ah".  Lang  has  never 
found  opportunity  to  actively  participate  in  town  affairs  ; 
consecjuently  he  has  never  held  public  office,  although 
during  his  thirty-two  years'  residence  in  Reading  he  was 
by  no  means  disinterested  in  the  town's  affairs,  and  all 
puliTu  inc,i^\n (."1  looking  Id  ils  advancement  and  welfare 
.d\\.i)->  rei  i'iu-d  suli-lanlial  recognition  and  support  from 
liiiii. 


CHARLES  H.  LANG,  JR 


\\'hile  the  average  man  of  affairs  would  consider  liis 
time  well  ocCLipied  with  the  management  of  so  extensi\  e 
a  business  as  that  conducted  in  the  neigliboring  town  of 
Wakefield,  \'et  that  by  no  means  represents  Mr.  Lang's 
business  interests.  He  is  treasurer  and  director  of  the 
Central  Rattan  Company,  an  Illinois  corporation  with  a 
capital  of  $1,500,000;  vice-president  and  director  of  the 
Woven  Cane  Fabric  Company,  a  Massachusetts  corpora- 
tion ;  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Wakefield  Rattan 
Company,  of  New  York,  a  New  York  corporation  ;  and 
a  director  of  the  iVmerican  Rattan  Company,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  a  Canadian  corporation.  As  the  several  corjio- 
ratious  named  are  perhaps  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
rattan  goods  in  existence,  Mr.  Lang  may  be  said  to  be  at 
the  head  of  this  particular  industry  in  the  United  States, 
if  not  in  the  entire  world,  and  to  the  companies  men- 
tioned is  due  the  credit  of 
bringing  this  class  of  goods 
•   .  not  only  into  general  use, 

but  to  a  high  state  of  artistic 
excellence  and  utility,  that 
they  have  nearly  supplanted 
the  more  cumbersome  arti- 
cles of  wood  in  the  finnish- 
ings  of  a  home.  To  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  com- 
panies enumerated  alxjve, 
and  attend  to  the  details 
of  the  local  establishment 
here  at  home,  both  mechani- 
cally and  financially,  would 
seem  to  need  no  extended 
comment  as  to  Mr.  Lang's 
eminent  business  ciualilica- 
tions.  He  is  a  very  bus\' 
man,  and  yet  there  are  no 
outward  signs  of  care  or 
anxiety  over  his  great  re- 
sponsibilities, w  h  i  ch  evi- 
dences a  high  executi\e  abil- 
ity and  an  aptitude  for  the 
positions  he  holds  rarely  to 
be  met  with. 

For  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing more  accurate  data  for  this  volume  as  an  historical 
work,  which  coming  generations  may  refer  to  with  as- 
surance of  its  reliability,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  sul)- 
jecl  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  jinie  13, 
1850. 

In  the  year  1852  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Read- 
ing, where  he  resided  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to 
Melrose,  his  present  place  of  residence  ( 1 894). 

June  28,  1877,  he  married  Miss  May  E.  Pratt,  of  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children  :  Marion 
Estella,  born  in  Reading,  August  23,  1878  ;  Edward 
Copeland,  born  in  Reading,  Feb.  22,  1882  ;  Beatrice 
May,  born  in  Melrose,  June  30,  1888;  Florence  Louise, 
born  in  Melrose,  March  24,  1890  ;  Charles  H.  Lang,  3d, 
born  in  Reading,  August  19,  1883,  died  in  Afelrose,  April 
29,  1889. 
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Till''.  larj^L'sl  nianufacluriiii;'  iiulustry  of  Wakefield  is 
tliat  (jpciatcd  by  llic  W'akdicld  Rattan  Company 
at  tlifir  (.'xtcnsive  works  on  Water  Street,  a  short  distance 
east  of  the  center  depot.  These  works,  which  to-day 
cover  ele\'en  acres  of  ground,  are  of  a  magnitude 
and  completeness  incident  upon  their  being  the  largest 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The  originator  of  the  rattan 
business  in  this  country  was  Cyrus  Wakefield,  concern- 
ing whom  an  excellent  biographical  sketch  appears  on 
page  29.  Mr.  Wakefield  j^urchased  the  property  in 
1855,  which  then  consisted  ui  two  mill  ponds,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  and  a  few  small  buildings  which 
had  been  usetl  for  various  manufacturing  purposes.  Mr. 


Mr.  Wakelield's  own  shii^s,  and  rattan  furniture  in  c  nd- 
less  variety  of  design  was  sold  all  (i\erthe  woild.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1  873,  the  Wakefield  R.itlan  (  Ompany  .suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  established  by  Mr.  Wakefield. 
The  first  meeting  of  stockholders  was  held  Oct.  14,  1873, 
and  on  the  seventeenth  of  the  same  month  the  Wakefield 
Rattan  Company  received  a  charter  imdei"  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts,  witii  a  fully  paid  up  capital  stock  of 
1, 000, 000.  The  capit.U  has  never  been  increased,  al- 
though the  business  has  well-nigh  doubled.  The  stock 
was  held  by  a  few  individuals,  Mr.  Wakefield,  who 
was  elected  president,  holding  all  but  a  few  shares  of  the 
stock.     l\verett  Ifart,  of  Wakefield,  is  one  of  the  original 


WAKEFIELD  RATTAN  COMPANY'S  WORKS, 

At  W,ikeriekl,  Mass. 


Wakefield  first  began  the  manufacture  of  rattan  into  skirt 
reeds  and  baskets.  Later  followed  the  production  of 
cane  for  chair  seating  by  hand  labor.  With  the  intro- 
duction of  suitable  machinery,  the  cane  manufactured  be- 
came in  great  demand  all  over  the  country.  In  1863, 
about  two  hundred  hands  were  employed.  Ten  years 
later,  fully  one  thousand  hands  found  employment.  A 
mat  and  matting  department  and  a  machine  shop  had  in 
the  meantime  been  added  to  the  plant.  Under  the  skill- 
ful guidance  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  the  business  thrived.  A 
lioston  office  had  been  established  on  Canal  Street  ;  impor- 
tations of  the  raw  material  from  the  East  were  brought  by 


stockholders  who  still  retains  his  interest.  Within  two 
weeks  (Oct.  26,  1873),  Mr.  Wakefield  died  suddenly 
while  sitting  in  his  residence  reading  a  newspaper.  Cyrus 
Wakefield,  2d,  a  nephew  of  the  lamented  manufacturer, 
was  called  home  from  the  East,  and  assumed  the  business 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  holding  ihe 
office  of  treasurer. 

In  March,  1872,  Charles  H.  Lang,  Jr.,  of  Reading,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  and  in  1888  (Jan- 
uary 25),  when  Cyrus  Wakefield,  2d,  died  as  suddenly 
as  his  uncle,  Mr.  Lang's  business  acumen  and  execu- 
tive ability  was  speedily  recognized  by  his  election  as 
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treasurer  of  the  compaii)-,  a  posilion  wliich  lie  still  retains. 
A  bioj^raphieal  sketch  of  Mr.  Laii^'  a|)|)ears  on  the  page 
following  this  article. 

During  all  these  years  wide  extensions  of  the  com- 
pany's plant  ha\e  been  going  on.     In  1X75,  a  New  York 
retail  store  was  established.     This  store  is  now  located 
at   924  and  926  Broadway,  in  charge  of  F.  D.  Lang- 
worthy.    Tliere  is  also  a  wholesale  house  at  323  Pearl 
Street  and  80  Cliff  Street,  New  York  City.     Daniel  Dunne 
has  charge  of  this  wholesale  warehouse.      In    1877,  a 
store  was  opened  in  Chicago,  111.,  now  under  the  super- 
vision of   I''.  H.  Henrici.     Here,  too,  was  established  a 
large  factory  and  warehouse,  with  a  maximum  capacity 
of  four  hundred  hands,  where  rattan  and  reed  furniture 
is    manufactured   under  the 
superintendence   of  John  H. 
Toohey.    At  Kankakee,  hfty- 
six  miles  south  of  Chicago,  is 
still  another  extensive  factory 
of  the  Waketield  Rattan  Com- 
pany, used  for  the  manufac- 
ture  of   cane   and  wood-seat 
chairs.    The  maximiun  capa- 
city of  this  factory  is  about 
four   lunulred    hands.  Hen- 
jamin    L.   (;i])l)S   is  manager 


ning  and  weaving,  shaving  and  cai'  seating.  No.  2  con- 
tains the  powerlul  engines  ,uici  the  machine  and  Wdod- 
working  departments.  No.  3  has  tiie  rattan  furnituie 
malting,  linishing,  and  dr}'ing  room  departments.  No.  4 
is  especially  devoted  to  weaving  of  rugs  and  mats  and  stor- 
age of  dye  stuffs.  No.  5  contains  the  reed-splitting  carriage 
and  shipping  departments.  There  is  a  Ijrick  boiler  house, 
a  brick  bleach  house,  a  brick  dye  hcjuse,  a  brick  office 
and  pump  house,  and  a  brick  paint  shop  and  supply  room. 
There  are  three  frame  storehouses,  three  iron  and  frame 
storehouses,  two  frame  lumber  sheds,  two  yarn  houses,  a 
frame  cold  air  dry  house,  a  frame  ccjal  shed,  a  frame  barn 
and  shed,  making  in  all  about  tliirt\'  factor)-  buildings. 
These  buildings  are  valued  at  about  $22^,000  ;  the)'  con- 
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WORKS  AT  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

of  the  Kankakee  works.  At  San  h'rancisco,  Cal.,  we 
find  another  factory  of  the  Wakefield  Rattan  Company, 
with  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  hands,  in  this  city  is 
also  a  large  store,  which,  as  well  as  the  factory,  is 
in  charge  of  Robert  Coulter.  In  1876,  the  retail  store 
and  principal  office  of  the  company  in  Boston  was  re- 
moved to  115  Washington  Street,  where  four  floors  and 
basement  are  hardly  large  enough  for  the  use  made  of 
them.  The  extensive  plant  of  the  company  at  Wakefield 
demands  especial  notice.  There  are  five  main  large  four- 
story  brick  factory  buildings.  In  No.  i  the  cane  goes 
through  the  various  forms  of  splitting  and  cutting,  spin- 


tain  machiner\-  \alued,  at  least, 
about  $125,000,  ami  stock  manu- 
factured and  in  process,  raw- 
material,  etc.,  of  the  \-alue  of  not 
far  from  5450,000.  The  maximum 
ca]3acit3' of  the  ^\'akef^eld  plant  is 
about  one  thousand  hands. 

The  great  East,  particularly  the 
islands  of  Borneo,  Ja\a,  and 
Smnatra,  is  the  source  of  supj^U' 
for  the  raw  material,  which  con- 
sists of  rattan,  cocoa  )'arn,  which 
is  woven  into  mats  and  rugs,  and  cocoa  filler. 

The  ]3resent  officers  of  the  Wakefield  Rattan  Com- 
pany are  ;  Temple  R.  Fay,  president;  Chas.  H.Lang, jr., 
treasurer  and  general  manager;  J.  S.  Murray,  assistant 
treasurer;  C.  W.  H.  I'Yederick,  general  superintendent 
of  manufacture;  Temple  R.  Fay,  C.  H.  Lang,  Jr.,  Na- 
thaniel J.  Rust,  W.  B.  Thomas,  and  Aretas  Blood,  di- 
rectors. 'I'he  Wakefield  Rattan  Company  does  the  largest 
business  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  their  plant  at  Wake- 
field has  always  been  one  of  the  solid  and  prosperous  in- 
dustries which  in  itself  has  largely  influenced  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  town  of  Wakefield. 
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THK  designer's  art  in  pianos  is  not  better  exemplified 
than  in  tiie  beautiful  instruments  manufactured  by 
the  Henry  F.  Miller  &  Sons  Piano  Co.  This  is  a  Wake- 
field institution,  of  which  all  its  citizens  are  justly  proud. 
The  concern  was  founded  by  Henry  F.  Miller  in  1863,  in 
Boston,  after  having  had  for  man)'  years  previously  a 
large  experience  with  some  of  the  piano  manufacturers 
of  that  city.  From  the  start  he  determined  to  build  in- 
struments of  the  highest  grade,  whose  merits  would  com- 
mand recognition  tiiroughout  the  world.  Fater  the  fac- 
tory was  moved  to  Wakefield,  where  the  plant  covers 
over  an  acre  of  ground  and  contains  every  facility  for  the 


111 


finest  work.  'I'his  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  very 
best  material  in  the  pianos,  which  are  constructed  by  ex- 
pert mechanics,  many  of  whom  own  fine  homes  in  Wake- 
field and  are  active  citizens  in  her  affairs.  The  house 
has  always  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  few  leading 
establishments  in  its  line  of  business.  Mr.  Miller  was 
joined  in  business,  from  time  to  time,  by  his  five  sons  as 
they  came  from  school  and  college.  They  have  all  been 
thoroughly  trained  in  the  making  of  pianofortes,  and, 
together  with  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Gibson,  who  was  associated 
with  Mr.  Miller  from  the  start,  have  present  charge  of  the 
business.    Mr.  Miller  died  in  1884,  when  the  business 


was  reorganized  imder  the  corporate  name  of  the  Henry 
1*'.  Miller  &  Sons  Piano  Company,  with  the  following 
officers:  president,  Henry  P.  Miiler  ;  treasurer,  James  C. 
Miller;  clerk,  Willianr 'P.  Miller  ;  superintendent,  |oseph 
H.  Gibson;  assistant  supL-rintendenl,  Fdwin  C.  Miller; 
directors,  H.  P.  Miller,  J.  IP  Gibson,  W.  IP  Miller, 
J.  C.  Miller,  in  January,  1895,  Walter  H.  Miller,  second 
son  of  the  founder,  died,  antl  Edwin  C.  Miller  was 
elected  to  fill  his  place  as  a  director.  'Phe  Henry  J'\ 
Miller  pianofortes  are  acknowledged  in  the  music  centers 
of  the  world  to  jjossess  great  superiority  and  the  highest 
achievements  in  the  luusical  ;ul.  'Phc)'  have  always  been 


exceptionally  popular  with  musicians.  'i'he}'  ha\'e  a 
unique  record  which  few  others  have,  and  by  many  are 
accredited  the  highest  rank  above  all,  emphasizing  special 
features  in  tone  coloring,  and  in  broadness  of  orchestral 
effect, —  a  marked  peculiarity  is  their  sweet  singing  tone. 
This  quality,  combined  with  great  freedom  of  vibration, 
produces  an  instrument  which  is  not  only  brilliant  as  one 
could  M'ish,  but  is  like  a  sweet  voice  which  touches  the 
hearts  of  all  who  hear  it.  This  house  is  noted  as  the  first 
to  introduce  correct  design  and  artistic  feeling  into  the 
piano  case  ;  their  designs  for  cases  are  especially 
notable,  being  the  work  of  professional  artists. 
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TWO  HUNDRKD  AND  I'IF'PIETH  ANN  I  VF.RSARY 


FI'AV  names  shine  with  brighter  luster  on  Waketieid's 
civic  page  tluin  that  of  Hon.  Thomas  Winsliip, 
horn  in  South  Reading,  Oct.  14,  1826,  the  son  of  Joel 
and  Eliza  ('J'ruli)  Winship,  and  educated  in  her  public 
schools,  he  has  had  a  continuous  interest  and  association 
with  the  life  and  institutions  of  the  municipality.  His 
course  in  the  high  school  of  South  Reading  was  supple- 
mented by  a  few  terms  in  Reading  Academy,  following 
which  he  became  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Gardner 
&  Hartshorn  in  his  own  town,  and  later,  for  a  longer 
period,  was  bookkeeper  in  the  wholesale  grocery  store  of 
Richardson  &  Hartsliorn  on  RIackstone  Street,  l^oston. 
In  1S55,  he  became  connected  with  the  Hlackstone  ISank, 
where,  during  fifteen  years  as  paying  teller,  he  rendered 
assiduous  and  faithful  services  in  a  very  responsible  posi- 
tion. On  the  death  of  Hon.  Lilley  Eaton,  in  1872,  Mr. 
Winship  was  appointed  his 
successor  as  cashier  of  the 
National  liank  of  South 
Reading,  and  treasurer  of 
the  South  Reading  Mechanic 
and  Agricultural  Institution, 
which  positions  he  still  re- 
tains. \]y  his  sagacious  and 
judicious  management  of 
these  old  and  strongi)'  en- 
trenched banking  institutions 
of  the  town,  his  courtesy  to 
customers  and  his  imstained 
honor  in  all  business  transac- 
tions, he  .has  won  the  confi- 
dence of  the  whole  commu- 
nity, and  is  regarded  as  a  sure 
authority  in  finance.  He  was 
also,  for  a  series  of  years,  the 
treasurer  of  the  Citizens'  Oas 

.»' 

Light  Company.  Inmunici-  '  ; 
pal  affairs,  Mr.  Winship 
has  had  an  active  part.  As 
a  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee, he  has  served  a  term 
of  three  years,  and  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Reebe  'i'own 
Library  for  twenty  years.  He 
was  a  representative  of  the  town  in  the  legislature  of  1876 
and  iS77,and  was  an  infiuential  member  of  the  Senate  in 
1 88  I  and  1882,  serving  w  ith  distinction  on  the  impt)rtant 
joint  committees  on  street  railways  and  public  charitable 
institutions,  of  which  last-named  committee  he  was  chair- 
man. The  local  patriotism  of  Mr.  Winship  has  been  con- 
spicuous and  active,  and  he  has  been  ever  ready  in  the 
support  of  worthy  institutions,  and  has  done  much  in 
advancing  the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 
He  was  an  original  corporator  of  the  W'akefield  Savings 
Bank,  and  for  years  on  the  board  of  trustees.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  \\'akefield  Water 
Company,  and  has  rendered  valuable  service  on  many 
important  committees  of  the  town.  He  had  a  prominent 
part  in  the  ]5roceedings  and  observances  attending  the 
change  of  name  of  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  in  the 


HON.  THOMAS  WINSHIP. 


dedication  of  the  present  town  iiall.  He  has  l)een  a 
stanch  friend  and  line  member  of  the  Richartlson  Light 
Guard,  and  on  the  annual  festive  celebrations  of  this 
gallant  corps,  for  ten  consecuti\'e  years,  he  [presided  as 
toastmaster  with  great  acceptation.  His  rare  ])lay  of 
humor  and  inimitable  aptness  of  expression  have  made 
his  presence  seem  almost  indispensaljle  on  many  notable 
public  occasions,  as  a  leader  of  "  the  feast  of  reason  and 
the  flow  of  soul."  He  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents 
of  the  General  Committee  of  Wakefield  in  the  cpiarter- 
millennial  celebration  of  1894,  and  assigned  to  special 
service  on  the  sub-committee  on  historical,  literary,  and 
musical  exercises.  The  connection  of  Mr.  Win.sliip  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  has  been  distinguished  and  hon- 
orable. Resides  filling  many  subordinate  positions  in 
the  order,  he  has  been  Excellent  High  Rriest  of  the  Wa- 

verly  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at 
Melrose,  and  Eminent  Com- 
.  1       ,  ■  mander  of  the  Hugh  de  Pay- 

ens  CcMumandery, also  located 
at  Melrose.  Mr.  Winship,  in 
performing  the  functions  of 
his  high  official  positions  in 
the  order,  frequently  made 
visitations  to  various  lodges 
and  chapters  in  the  State, 
and  in  these  relations  and 
in  connection  w  ith  legislative 
and  political  service  has  be- 
come widely  know  n  through- 
out the  common  wealth  as  a 
gentleman  of  broad  intelli- 
gence, excellent  judgment, 
and  sparkling  wit.  In  polit- 
ical affairs  Mr.  Winship  has 
l)een  a  strong  and  consistent 
republican,  and  his  \'oice 
has  often  been  heard  in  ad- 
vcjcacy  of  the  principles  and 
men  of  his  part}'.  He  has 
led  many  delegations  from 
Wakefield  to  Stale  and  dis- 
trict conventions,  has  often 
been  president  of  local  polit- 
ical clubs,  and  for  several  years  was  a  vice-president  of 
the  Middlesex  Clul)  of  Roston.  Mr.  \\'inship's  life  has 
been  an  active  and  useful  one,  in  the  midst  of  the  people 
of  Wakefield,  excepting  twelve  years'  residence  in  Roston, 
and  now,  having  passed  his  great  climacteric,  is  still  busy 
at  his  post  of  responsibility,  in  touch  with  everything  that 
makes  for  the  general  welfare,  and  is  respected  and  hon- 
ored as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  his  native  town. 
Mr.  Winship  married,  Nov.  11,  1852,  Maria  Aborn,  of 
South  Reading.  Their  children  are  :  Frank  A.  Winship, 
associated  with  his  father  as  assistant  cashier  of  the  Na- 
tional bank  of  South  Reading,  and  Helen  J.,  wife  of  Selim 
S.White,  of  Wakefield.  His  unquestioned  title  to  the  respect 
of  his  fellow-citizens  rests  in  his  probity  as  a  man  of  busi- 
ness, his  public  spirit  in  the  causes  of  education  and  phi- 
lanthropy, and  his  unobtrusive  deeds  of  human  helpfulness. 
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LUCIUS  IIOLLES  EVANS  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  sturdy  early  settlers,  Nathaniel  Evans,  who 
probably  came  from  Wales,  and  with  his  father,  Henry 
Evans,  settled  in  that  part  of  Maiden  that  was  annexed 
in  1729  to  Reading,  his  son's  family  being  one  of  the 


LUCIUS  B.  EVANS. 

ten  families  set  off  at  that  time  from  Maiden  and  an- 
nexed to  Reading,  and  constituted  what  is  now  Green- 
wood in  Wakefield.  The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows  : 
(T)  Henry  l'',vans.  (2)  Nathaniel  Evans,  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughtei'  of  Samuel  1  lunton,  Sen.,  died  in  17 10. 
(3)  Nathaniel  Evans,  born  in  1680,  married,  in  170.4., 
Abigal  Townsend,  and  probably  succeeded  his  father  on 
the  original  homestead  (the  Charles  W.  (}reen  farm  in 
Greenwood),  died  in  1750.  (4)  Jonathan  Evans,  born  in 
1722,  married,  in  1744,  Eunice,  daughter  of  David  and 
Martha  CJreen,  lived  on  a  farm  on  the  southerly  shore  of 
Crystal  Lake,  died  in  1797.  (5)  Thomas  Evans,  born  in 
1749,  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Hep- 
zibeth  (Damon)  Smith,  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  died  in 
1 8 14.  (6)  Thomas  Evans,  Jr.,  born  in  1778,  and  lived  in  a 
one-story  house  that  then  stood  where  now  stands  the 
house  on  Salem  Street  occupied  by  Har\'ey  1!.  Evans. 
He  married  Phebe  Cummings,  of  Woburn,  in  1802.  (7) 
Lucius  Bolles  Evans,  born  Dec.  21,  1819,  and  married, 
in  1846,  Lucy  Jane  Moulton,  who  died  in  185  i,  and  by 
whom  he  had  children,  Sarah  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  N. 
Howard,  and  Lucy  E.  Evans,  of  Wakefield.  He  married 
second,  Emily  W.,  daughter  of  Reuben  Newhall.  She 
died  in  1869,  leaving  children  :  Harvey  Bolles  Evans, 
born  Sept.  19,  1855,  and  Etta  M.  Evans,  who  died 
July  8,  1880.  Lucius  1!.  Evans  obtained  a  little  school- 
ing, and  at  tlie  age  of  twelve  years  began  shoemaking. 
Later  he  took  a  course  of  stud)  at  the  Worcester  Acad- 
emy. In  1841,  lie  began  the  manufacture  of  shoes. 
In  Eebruary,  1881,  Harvey  B.  Evans  was  admitted  as  a 


partner  in  the  business.  Three  months  later  (May  3, 
1881),  his  father  died,  since  which  time  the  son  has  con- 
ducted the  business  under  the  name  (jf  L.  II.  BAans's  Son. 
Mr.  Evans,  Sen.,  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
energy,  and  perseverance  and  was  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town.  He  was  an  inlluential  member  of  the  First 
Jjaptist  L'hurch  of  \\'akefield.  It  is  an  interesting  his- 
torical fact  that  Mr.  Evans,  with  Henry  L.  J-.aton,  set  out 
many  of  the  trees  that  now  adorn  Wakefield's  public 
park. 

Harvey  B.  Evans  was  born  in  the  house  on  Salem  Street, 
where  he  now  lives.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
went  to  work  in  his  father's  shop.  His  grandfathers  on 
both  sides  were  shoe  manufacturers  in  a  small  way.  It 
was  only  natural  he  should  follow  his  father  in  the  same 
line.  The  business  gradually  increased,  so  that,  in  18S4, 
he  felt  compelled  to  erect  a  factory  on  Salem  Street, 
opposite  his  residence.  A  few  hands  were  employed  in 
the  factory,  the  greater  part  of  the  manufacturtng  being 
done  by  about  fifty  outside  shoemakers,  this  numl)er  in- 
creasing to  about  120  in  1S92.  In  1894,  he  deemed  it 
wise  to  center  his  entire  business  beneath  one  roof,  and 
with  this  idea  in  mind  he  erected  a  three-story  factory, 
40  by  80  ft.,  on  Water  Street,  near  the  center  depot. 
The  first  shipment  of  goods  was  made  from  the  new 
factory,  [an.  26,  1895.  Mr.  »ans  finds  employment  for 
about  one  hundred  hands  in  the  various  departments. 
The  output  of  women's,  men's,  and  children's  (all  hand 
turned)  shoes  is  sold  directly  to  Boston  and  New  York 
jobbers  and  some  of  the  large  retailers. 


HARVEY  B.  EVANS. 

Mr.  Evans  married,  Nov.  19,  1879,  Carrie  Louise 
Hobbs,  daughter  of  (ieorge  W.  and  Helen  M.  Hobbs,  of 
Wakefield,  and  has  three  children  :  Arthur  Lucius,  born 
Dec.  3,  1880;  Percival  Bolles,  born  June  6,  1884;  and 
Ruth  Emily,  born  June  8,  1887. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


IN  tile  great  industrial  world  merit  demands  recognition 
and  secures  success.  Lead- lined  iron  pipe  possesses 
genuine  merit.  The  sequel  is  plain.  'I'he  practical  and 
substantial  value  of  iron  pipe  with  a  leatl  lining  has  been 


GEORGE  W.  HARRINGTON, 

fully  and  successfully  demonstrated  by  the  Lead  Lined 
Iron  Pipe  Company  of  Wakefield,  a  corporation  of  recent 
origin.    This  company  was  chartered  under  the  laws  of 
Maine,  June  4,  1892.    A  capital  of  $250,000  was  author- 
ized, but  only  shares  of  the  par  value  of  $100,000  have 
been  issued,  the  balance  remaining  treasury  stock.  The 
company  was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  lead-lined 
iron  pipe  and  fittings  upon  a  process  and  idea  invented 
and   patented   by  (ieorge   W.    Harrington,  the  present 
general  manager  of  the  company.    Lead  pipe  has  long 
been  considered  preferable  to  iron  pipe,  but 
its  high  cost  has  prex'cnted  a  more  general 
use.    Mr.  Harrington  conceived  the  idea  of 
combining  the  two  pipes,  and  after  patient 
experiment  solved  the  problem,  by  a  clever  1 
process,  of  lining  common  iron  pipe  and  tit- 
tings  with  lead.    The  fact  that  under  the  new 
process  lead-lined  iron  pipe  can  be  put  upon 
the  market  at  a  selling  price  of  about  one  half 
that  of  lead  pipe  has  opened  a  large  field  for 
the  new  product.     Upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  company,  Mr.  Harrington  assigned 
his  patents  to  the  corporation,  which  organ- 
ized with  the  following  officers:   David  H. 
Darling,  president;  George  W.  Harrington, 
treasurer,  clerk  and  general  manager ;  ]3avi(l  c. 
H.  Darling,  Samuel  K.  Hamilton,  and  George  -- 
W.  Harrington,  directors.   The  new  pipe  was 
first  manufactured  in  a  small  building  on  the 
north  side  of  Crystal  Lake,  in  Wakefield.  Mr. 
Darling's  interest  was  soon  transferred  to  the  Wakefield 
Water  Company,  and  later  secured  by  Mr.  Harrington, 
who  had  resigned  his  position  as  superintendent  of  the 
Water  Company  to  give  his  entire  time  and  ability  to  the 


new  enterprise.  In  iS<)^,  tiie  small  factory  building  was 
removed  to  a  lot  of  land  purc  hased  by  the  company,  and 
located  on  the  northerly  side  of  llroadway  near  the  tracks 
of  the  Roston  iN>:  Maine  Railroad.  About  this  time  Alessis. 
Seth  E.  Renson,  of  Melrose,  Gidney  Iv.  Richardson  and 
Edward  C.  Storrow,  of  lioston,  and  Thomas  K.  I  )w\  er, 
of  Wakefiekl,  became  financiall)-  interested  in  the  com- 
pany. The  old  iron  and  lead  pipe  fmnid  in  the  new 
"  lead-lined"  pipe  a  strong  and  worth)'  com|K-titor,  but  in 
the  few  years  it  has  been"befoi'e  the  i)ublic  "  it  has 
established  its  merit  and  its  great  usefulness  and  economy, 
and  is  fast  coming  inl<j  general  use  throughout  the  coun- 
try for  water  and  service  pipes.  Such  magnilkent  new 
business  buildings  as  the  Carter  and  Devonshire  lluild- 
ings  of  ]5oston  are  piped  with  lead-lined  iron  |)ipe. 
With  increase  of  business,  enhirgement  of  the  company's 
plant  became  necessary.  'I'o-day  six  buildings  are 
utilized,  two  of  them  being  60  by  100  feet,  two  20  b)' 
20  feet,  and  two  60  by  40  feet.  iSetween  twenty-li\e 
and  thirty  skilled  workmen  lincl  emplo)-ment,  and  a  50 
horse-power  engine  furnishes  the  power.  'J'he  plant  is 
splendidly  equipped  with  especially  designed  and  patented 
machinery.  The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  : 
Seth  \\.  lienson,  president  :  F'xlward  C.  Storrow,  treas- 
urer;  Seth  K.  lienson,  E.  C.  Storrow,  G.  K.  Richardson, 
T.  K.  Dwyer,  and  Cj.  W.  Harrington,  directors;  (jeorge 
W.  Harrington,  general  manager,  and  Thomas  E.  Dwyer, 
assistant  general  manager.  The  company's  ofiice  is  at 
the  factory.  George  W.  Harrington,  the  invent(jr  of  lead- 
lined  iron  pipe,  is  a  son  of  Maine,  born  in  Pl\  niouth  in  the 
I'ine  Tree  Slate,  July  16,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  A.  (Curtis)  Harrington.  New  \'ork  ("ity  early 
became  his  home,  where  he  developed  his  genius  and 
ability  as  a  mechanical  engineer,  and  where  he  remained 
until  he  came  to  Wakefield,  in  18S3,  to  take  charge  of  the 
jjumping  station  of  the  Water  Comi^an)',  Liter  accepting 
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FACTORY  OF  THE  LEAD-LINED  IRON  PIPE  COMPANY, 
Hro.idway,  W.ikeficTd. 

the  superintendency.  He  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss 
Kate  Kallahurl,  of  New  \'ork,  and  with  his  familv,  con- 
sisting of  wife  anil  three  children,  Sally  A.,  George  W., 
and  Horace,  reside  on  Park  .Avenue,  Wakefield  Park. 
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REUBEN  MEWHALL,  JR. 


JOHN  S.  NtWHALL. 


REIJJ5EN  NKWIIALE,  JR.,  was  horn  June  8,  1795, 
in  that  part  of  Reading  now  i<nown  as  WakefieUi. 
He  was  son  of  Reuhen  Newhall,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Thomp- 
son) Newhail,  of  W'oburn.  Reu- 
ben Newhall,  Sr.,  was  a  shoemaker 
and  farmer,  owning  about  thirty 
acres  of  land  with  buildings  tliere- 
on.  situated  on  the  westerly  side 
of  the  direct  road  to  Reading- 
proper,  now  Lowell  Street,  a  few 
rods  northerly  from  Lake  (^uan- 
napowitt. 

In  his  early  days  the  names  of 
Concord  and  Lexington  were  fa- 
miliar to  his  ears,  for  war  was  in 
the  land,  and  the  stories  of  battles  and  of  bloodshed 
deeply  impressed  his  young  heart.  He  lost  two  older 
brothers  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  he  ever  cherished 
a  bitter  feeling  towards  the  Britons.  A  picture  of  the 
battle  of  J]unker  Hill  al  ways  hung 
by  his  bedside. 

Some  of  the  older  citizens  of 
the  present  day  will  recall  his 
form  and  \isage  as  seen  at  his 
home,  or  as  he  rode  about  town 
with  his  horse  and  chaise  on  busi- 
ness or  pleasure,  imdisturbed  b\' 
the  sight  or  sound  of  the  modern 
steam  engines,  and  hardl)'  dream- 
ing that  his  grandchildren  would 
e\-er  ride  in  cars  propelled  by 
lightning  so  near  the  soil  he  then  was  tilling.  He  was 
a  son  of  Nehemiah  Newiiall,  of  Lynnfield,  where  he  was 
born  in  1769.  He  died  Jan.  21,  1846.  His  wife  died 
Feb.  27,  1838.  'i'hey  left  two  sons  and  lour  daughters. 
Reuben  Newhall,  Jr., 
born  on  the  home- 
stead,  followed  the 
occupation  of  his  fa- 
ther, and,  except  a 
residence  of  two  or 
three  years  out  of 
town,  he  lived  with  or 
near  his  father  until 
the  death  of  the  latter, 
i'o  the  business  of 
manufacturing  shoes 
and  farming  he  added 
a  grocery  store,  to  ac- 
commodate his  neigh- 
bors and  the  traveling 
public.  The  lake,  up- 
on the  border  of  which 
he  lived,  had  many  at- 
tractions for  him,  es- 
pecially in  his  youth- 
ful days.  it  was  n(jt  then  dotted  over  with  white  sails 
as  now,  but  the  pickerel  and  the  black  duck  furnished 
hne  sport  and  acceptable  dinners.  About  the  only  organ- 
izations for  a  man  to  join  then  were  the  fire  company. 


CHARLES  W.  MtV/li;,LL. 


RESIDENCE  OF  JOHN  S.  NEWHALL, 
Main,  Corner  Lowell  Street,  Wakefield 


State  militia,  and  the  church.      lie   was   a  meml)er  of 
each  (_)f  these.     In  the  War  of  1812,  he  received  orders 
to  be  in  readiness  to  respond  to  an  early  call,  and  the 
company  were   in  daily  waiting  ; 
but  tlie  war  terminated  before  he 
was  brought  into  active  service, 
so  no  war  record  was  made. 

After  the  tleath  of  his  father, 
lie  disposed  of  his  farm  and  built 
a  house  on  Salem  Street,  on  land 
formerly  known  as  the  "  Timothy 
Poole  Orchard,"  where  he  lived 
for  more  than  thirtv  )'ears,  and 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years. 

He  and  his  father  were  types  of  early  New  England 
character,  kind-hearted,  honest,  and  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  all  known  dtities.  Reuben,  Jr.,  married 
Emily  Rugg,  of  Lancaster,  a  teacher  in  the  center 
district.  To  them  were  born  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.  : 
Mary  Sophia,  who  married  De- 
lorma  1!.  Wheelock  ;  Reuben  k'ran- 
cis,  who  died  in  California  ;  Emil)' 
Wilder,  who  married  Lucius  1!. 
Evans,  both  now  deceased  ;  Clara 
Maria,  who  mai'ried  ISenjamin 
Conant  ;  Sarah  Ann,  who  married 
Henry  L.  Haskell  ;  and  John  Still- 
man  Newhall,  who  has  always 
li\  ed  in  town  and  whose  residence 
is  here  shown,  was  born  near  where  he  now  resides,  at 
the  head  of  Lake  ( Juannapowitt,  attended  our  public 
schools,  Liraduatinir  from  the  hitili  school  when  it  st(Jod 
on  .\cademv  Hill,  during  the  terms  of  Franklin  Crosby 

and  l''rederick  A.  Saw- 
der. .After  leaving 
school  he  commenced 
the  manufacture  of 
shoes,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  seN'eral  \  ears  ; 
also  adding  a  small 
grocer}-  stf)re  in  con- 
nection. .\fter  dispos- 
ing of  these  he  engaged 
in  the  printing  busi- 
ness in  Boston  with  his 
b  ro  t  h  er-  i  n  -I  a  w ,  w  h  i  c  h 
occupation  he  still 
follows,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Conant  l\: 
Newhall. 

This  concern  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation 
for  turning  out  first- 
class  work. 

Fie  married  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  Eben- 
ezer  and  Mary  (Hall)  Tasker,  of  BosttJii.  They  ha\e 
three  children,  viz.  :  Charles  Waldo,  Lilla  Maria,  and 
Eben  Tasker  Newhall. 


EBEN  TASKER  NEWHALL. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNI V1<:RS ARV 


ONE  of  tile  important  niuiuifactuiing  industries  of 
Wakefield  is  tiie  Harvard  Knitting  Mill,  in  Wake- 
field's Block,  on  Main  Street,  Winship,  Boit  &  Co.  pro- 
prietors.   It  is  the  only  industry  of  the  kind  in  Wakefield, 


CHARLES  N.  WINSHIP. 

and  is  one  of  the  solid  manufacturing  concerns  of  the 
town. 

The  firm  of  Winship,  Boit  &  Co.  is  composed  of  Mr. 
Charles  N.  Winship  and  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Boit,  and  was 
established  in  iSS8  for  the  manufacture  of  ladies'  under- 
wear. Business  was  begun  in  a  small  way  at  Cambridge- 
port,  their  mill  employing  twenty-five  hands  with  a  pro- 
duction of  twenty  dozen  garments  per  day.  Soon  it  be- 
came a  cjuestion  of  larger  mill  capacity.  A  removal  to 
Wakeiield  resulted. 

In  18S9,  Winship,  Boit  &  Co.  established  their  busi- 
ness in  Wakefield's  Block,  occupying  the  entire  third 
floor.  About  forty  hands  were  employed  and  the  knit- 
ting machines  then  numbered  ten,  and  the  sewing 
machines  numbered  five.  Later,  the  entire  fourth  floor, 
the  old  Grand  .Army  'Hall,  on  the  second  floor,  and  a 
portion  of  the  basement  were  leased.  The  business  at 
the  present  writing  includes  the  manufacture  of  infants', 
children's,  ladies',  and  men's  underwear  made  in  cotton,  and 
cotton  and  worsted.  The  firm  has  160  employees,  mostly 
young  ladies,  in  the  factory,  and  from  200  to  250  persons 
outside  in  Wakefield,  Melrose,  Stoneham,  Reading,  and 
still  more  distant  towns,  who  do  the  crochet  work  neces- 
sary to  the  hnished  garments.  The  knitting  machines 
now  number  70,  and  the  sewing  machines  number  70. 
The  yarn  is  brought  to  the  mill  ready  for  knitting, 
and  the  present  capacity  is  about  300  dozen  finished 
garments  per  day.  During  the  year  patt  50,000  pounds 
of  worsted  yarn  and  200,000  pounds  of  cotton  yarn 
have  been  made  up  into  underwear.  It  takes  600,000 
yards  of  ribbon,  100,000  yards  of  cotton  cloth,  $6,000 
worth  of  silk,  and  S,ooo  gios.-,  of  pearl  buttons  to  finish 
the  goods.    Over   1,000  bo.\-cases  and  125,000  paper 


bo.xes  are  necessary  for  the  proj^er  siiipmeiit  of  the  )'car's 
production. 

The  products  of  the  mill  are  all  taken  by  a  large  New 
York  commission  house,  whotlispose  of  them  direct  to  the 
retailers.  This  house  is  the  firm  of  William  Iseliii  Co., 
I  Green  Street,  New  York  City,  who  have  the  iialronage 
of  the  largest  jobbers  and  retailers  from  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  firm,  in  i<S95,  did  a  business  of  a  quarter  million 
dollars,  and  has  never  experienced  a  sliut-dowii,  and  the 
inside  employees  earn  from  $5  to  $12  [)er  week. 

The  distrilnition  oi  outside  work  is  in  charge  of  an 
agent,  Richard  J.  Cuff. 

Charles  Newell  Winship  was  born  in  Xeeclham,  now 
Wellesley,  Nov.  4,  1S63,  being  a  son  of  ['rancis  and 
Catherine  (Fitzgerald).  At  the  age  of  fuurteen  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Dudle}'  Hosier)'  Mill  at 
Newton  Lower  Falls,  and  rose  to  assistant  foreman,  'i'he 
selling  agent,  H.  B.  Scudder,  entered  in  business  for  him- 
self, and  Mr.  Winship  went  with  him  as  foreman  of  the 
AUston  Mills  at  Cottage  Farm,  remaining  there  until 
entering  into  partnership  with  Miss  lioit.  In  1S87,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Ijurke,  of  Newton.  He  has  two 
children.  Mr.  Winship  has  charge  of  the  manufacturing 
department  of  the  tirm's  business. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Eaton  Boit  was  born  in  Newton,  July  9, 
1848.  Fler  parents  were  James  M.  and  .\manda  C. 
(lierry).  From  the  age  of  eighteen  until  within  six 
months  of  the  forming  of  the  partnership  of  Winship, 
Boit  &  Co.,  she  was  in  the  oflices  of  the  Dudley  Hosier)' 
Mill  and  the  Allston  Mills,  thoroughly  familiarizing  her- 
self with  the  details  of  business  management. 


MISS  ELIZABETH  E.  BOIT. 

Miss  Boit  is  treasurer  of  the  Wakefield  Home  for  .Aged 
Women,  an  enterprise  in  which  she  is  deeply  interested. 
At  the  factory  Miss  lioit  has  charge  of  the  oflice  and 
business  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  concern. 
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FINISHING  ROOM  IN  THE  HARVARD  KNITTING  MILL,  WAKEFIELD. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  y\NNIVERSARY 


■'•''■."  ■1      BIRTHPLACE  OF  MR.  BURBANK.  ■ 

BUCHANAN  BRAINARD  BURBANK  is  a  worthy 
descendant  of  a  worthy  New  ?lampshire  family,  a 
family  whose  members  have 
been  notably  prominent 
and  successful  in  business 
and  professional  life.  He 
was  born  in  Shelburne,  N. 
H.,  Oct.  27,  1837,  and  is  now 
fifty-eight  years  of  age.  He 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Hon. 
Baker  and  Bolly  (Ingalls) 
Burbank,  and  grandson  of 
Judge  Ingalls,  in  his  day  one 
of  the  leading  members  in 
the  legal  fraternity  of  the 
Granite  State.  His  elder 
brother  was  the  late  Judge 
Robert  Ingalls  l^urbank,  of 
Boston,  a  lawyer  eminently 
successful  and  respected  by 
all.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  supplemented  by  a 
course  of  study  at  Bethel 
Academy,  at  Bethel,  Me.  As 
a  boy  he  shared  in  the 
farm  work  at  the  homestead, 
which  developed  his  physi- 
cal condition  for  the  work  which  the  years  of  his  manhood 
brought  to  him.  In  1859,  ^fi'-  I3urbank  started,  with  five 
other  young  men  from  Boston,  to  seek  a  fortune  in  the  gold 
mines  at  Pike's  Peak,  Col.,  and  was  located  in  California 
City,  now  Leadville.  Previous  to  this,  he  taught  school  in 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Burbank  came  to 
Wakefield  early  in  the  sixties,  and  Oct.  i,  i86i,  accepted 
a  position  as  superintendent  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Light 
Company  of  Reading,  Wakefield,  and  Stoneham,  a  cor- 
poration with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  which  had  received 
Its  charter  the  previous  year.  This  position  brought 
arduous  and  perplexing  duties.  Under  Mr.  Burbank's 
superintendency  the  business  grew,  until  twenty-five  miles 
of  street  mains  were  necessary  to  carry  gas  to  the  com- 
pany's patrons.  I'or  twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Burbank 
held  his  connection  with  this  company;  a  change  in  the 


BUCHAriAN  B.  BURBANK. 


ownership  of  the  plant  brought  about  his  resignati(jn  m 
1889.  About  1882,  the  VVakelield  Water  Company,  re- 
ceived a  charter  to  furnish  water  in  Wakefield  and 
Stoneham.  The  work  of  erecting  tiie  pumping  station 
and  standpipe  and  laying  street  mains  had  hardl\-  l)fLMi 
commenced  when  Mr.  Burbank  was  in\'ited  to  take 
the  position  of  sui^erintendent  of  the  c(imi)an)-.  Ik' 
accepted,  and  for  two  years  gave  his  lime  and  valu- 
able services  to  tlie  construction  work  then  in  progress, 
still  holding  his  connection  with  the  gas  compan)-.  Re- 
signing tliis  position,  he  served  as  suiierinteiulent  df 
water-works  at  Manchester-by-the-Sea,  during  its  c(.)n- 
struction  period,  as  assistant  to  engineer  1'.  M.  lilakc, 
going  from  there  to  Waltham  as  inspector  of  sewers.  In 
January,  1894,  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  the  Vineland  Gas  Works,  located  at  Vineland,  N.  J. 
While  residing  in  Wakefield  he  always    took   a  deep 

interest  in  municipal  affairs. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  board  of  selectmen  in 
1876,  and  was  reelected  six 
consecutive  _\ears,  and  in  all 
the  responsibilities  of  public 
ofiice  he  evinced  a  consci- 
entiousness of  duty  and  zeal 
which  were  characteristic  of 
the  man.  He  was  also  road 
commissioner  for  twcj  \ears, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee representing  the  town 
when  the  original  contract 
for  hydrant  service  was  matle 
with  the  Wakefield  Water 
Company.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  Golden  Rule 
Lodge,  A.  F.  \:  A.  M.,  and 
enjoyed  membership  in  other 
local  fraternal  benevolent  and 
social  organizations.  On 
Jan.  20,  1870,  Mr.  Burbank 
married  Miss  Mary  J.  lu\ton, 
the  only  daughter  of  the  late 
John  and  Mary  (  Hartshorne) 
Eaton,  of  Wakefield,  whose 
genuine  interest  and  affection  for  her  native  place  con- 
tinues steadfast  and  undiminished. 


WAKEFIELD  HOME  OF  MR.  BURBANK. 
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EDWARD  IIAZI'.N  WALT(  )N  was  born  in  the  east- 
erl}^  j^art  of  the  town  tliat  is  now  Wakefield,  July 
4,  1823.  His  parents  were  Leonard  Walton,  of  South 
Reading,  and  Nancy  (Rugg)  Walton,  a  school-teacher 
from  Lancaster,  Mass.  The  family  soon  removed  to  the 
"  South  Ward,"  now  Greenwood,  where  the  parents  con- 
tinued to  live,  and  where,  at  a  ripe  age,  they  died. 
Edward  II.  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  and 
later  the  South  Reading  Academy.  His  boyhood  days 
were  made  useful,  as  he  was  employed  in  driving  a  team 
from  South  Reading  to  Boston.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  engaged  in  the  shoe  business,  which  vocation  he  is 
still  busily  pursuing.  He  built  the  store  building  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Edward  E.  Lee,  of  Greenwood, 
and  kept  the  village  store  therein,  beside  its  use  as  a 
shoe  manufactory.  He  afterwards  owned  and  occupied 
the  building  on  Albion 
Street,  immediately  east  of 
the  South  Reading  Bank 
Building. 

Mr.  Walton  married,  Oct. 
15,  1846,  Sarah  S.  Eaton,  of 
Greenwood,  who  died  March 
3,  1895.  They  had  si.x  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows :  Emma  Josephine,  born 
Sept.  8,  1850,  who  married, 
Nov.  16,  1870,  William  J. 
IVLrnsfield  ;  Edward  Win- 
field,  born  Sept.  20,  1852, 
and  died  August  24,  1859  ; 
George  Albert,  born  March 
8,  1855,  and  died  March  17, 
1855  ;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
March  12,  1857,  and  died  f 
Sept.  1,  1859  ;  Charles  Ev- 
erett, born  Oct.  12,  i860, 
and  married,  July  23,  1884, 
Louise  F.  Nichols,  of  Read- 
ing ;  Harry  Ellsworth,  born 
March  6,  1865,  and  died 
March  7,  1865. 

F'or  the  past  few  years 
Mr.  Walton  has  liad  associ- 
ated with  him  in  business  his  son,  Charles  E.  Walton, 
who  is  also  one  of  the  present  board  of  selectmen  of 
Wakefield,  and  secretary  of  the  board.  Mr.  Walton  has 
always  evinced  much  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
served  the  town  on  the  boards  of  selectmen,  assessors, 
and  overseers  of  the  poor.  He  served  as  constable  or 
on  the  police  force  some  fifteen  years,  and  a  portion  of 
the  time  was  chief  of  police.  He  is  quite  at  home  in 
politics,  having  his  first  acquaintance  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  on  its  dissolution  he  became  a  republican,  and 
in  1870  he  identified  himself  with  the  democratic  party. 
In  November,  1S70,  he  was  elected  representative  to  the 
legislature  over  the  republican  candidate,  Mr.  Walton 
being  the  candidate  of  the  democrats,  independents,  and 
labor  reformers.  In  the  House  lie  was  placed  on  the 
committee  on  the  labor  question,  and  as  one  of  that  com- 


mittee introduced  the  ten-hour  factory  labor  bill,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  which  was 
finally  passed  in  the  House,  but  rejected  in  the  Senate. 
He  was  again  a  candidate  for  representative  in  1887,  and 
also  in  18S8,  polling  a  large  vote  in  each  case,  but  failing 
of  an  election.  In  1871,  he  was  the  democratic  nominee 
for  State  senator,  but  failed  of  an  election  Ij)'  a  narrow 
margin.  He  was,  on  other  occasions,  nominee  of  his 
party  for  State  senator,  but  the  ijreponclei  aiice  of  strength 
in  the  opposing  party  was  against  him.  He  has  often 
been  a  member  of  the  democratic  town  committee.  He 
has  been  for  most  of  the  time  a  member  of  the  lire  de- 
partment for  more  than  fifty  years  ;  was  se\'eral  times 
chosen  foreman  of  his  company,  and  served  as  engineer 
for  about  ten  years,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  as  chief. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Wakefield  Veteran  Firemen's 

Association  ;  was  its  presi- 
dent for  five  years,  and  is 
now  vice-president,  and  the 
oldest  active  member  of  the 
association.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  F^ire  Brigade. 
Fie  was  for  two  )'ears  presi- 
dent of  the  South  Reading 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, —  an  institution  of  the 
past.  He  was  a  corporate 
member  of  the  Soutii  Read- 
ing Fjank  ;  a  member  of  the 
"  Rifle  Grays,"  a  military 
comiiany  which  was  organ- 
ized in  the  ^\'ar  of  1812,  and 
a  charter  member  of  the 
Richardson  Light  Guai'd  ;  a 
commissioned  oHicer  in  it, 
and  is  now  an  lionorar\' 
member  of  the  company.  1  le 
is  a  member  of  the  W\  oming 
Lodge,  1.  O.  ( ).  F.  He  has 
been  chairman  of  the  board 
of  registrars  of  voters  since 
the  appointment  of  such  a 
board,  some  nine  or  ten 
years  ago.  He  was  for 
about  twenty  years  the  leader  of  the  choir  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Two  brothers  of 
Mr.  Walton,  Solon  and  Augustus  L.,  were  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  Solon  enlisted  in  the  F'irst  Massachu- 
setts Cavalry,  and  Augustus  L.  in  the  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
he  himself  was  in  readiness  to  go,  and  placed  his  name 
upon  the  volunteer  list,  but  circumstances  prevented  his 
carrying  out  his  purpose.  But  he  was  active  with  others 
in  collecting  funds  to  furnish  recruits  to  pro\'ide  for  the 
comfort  of  soldiers  in  the  field  and  for  their  families  at 
home,  liberally  giving  of  his  means  and  time  to  aid  in 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  those  who  were  suffering 
the  miseries  incident  to  a  cruel  and  relentless  war.  Mr. 
Walton  has  led  a  busy  life,  meeting  its  vicissitudes  with 
marked  composure,  an  advocate  of  temperance  and  virtue, 
a  genial  friend  and  a  respected  citizen. 
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THE  Smith  iS:  Anthony  Company's  establisliment  is 
the  second  largest  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  the 
Wakefield  Rattan  Company  only  exceeding  it  in  amount 
of  taxable  property. 

The  company  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1879, 
seventeen  years  ago,  with  William  E.  Smith  as  presi- 
dent, E.  W.  Anthony,  treasurer,  and  J.  R.  Prescott,  sec- 
retary, and  these  officers  have  served  continuously  ever 
since,  a  record  quite  unusual. 

The  business  of  the  company  began  with  the  manu- 
facture of  stoves,  ranges,  and  heaters,  which  were,  and 
still  are,  made  under  the  general  name  and  trade-mark 
of  "  Hub." 

The  concern  took  a  foremost  position  from  the  start, 
and  became  widely  known  as  manufacturers  of  the  high- 
est grades  of  heating  and  cooking  apparatus. 

The  offices  and  warerooms  of  the  company  were  lo- 
cated at  52  and  54  Union  Street,  Boston,  but  these  quar- 


large  yearly  business  on  these  specialties,  making  all 
the  brass  work  at  Wakefield,  and  having  the  pottery 
made  in  England  and  Trenton,  from  special  designs. 

Their  Sanitas  Closet  is  adapted  to  either  dwelling- 
houses  or  large  buildings.  When  usefl  for  schoolhouses 
and  other  large  establishments,  the  closet  is  made  with 
a  special  vent  attachment,  large  enough,  when  several 
closets  are  used,  to  thoroughly  ventilate  the  entire 
room. 

For  dwelling-houses,  the  Sanitas  closet  has  a  special 
silent  attachment,  thus  making  the  closet  practically 
noiseless. 

The  Sanitas  trap  is  so  constructed  that  it  cannot  be 
syphoned  out,  and  is  the  only  safe  trap  for  tall  buildings 
where  the  syphonage  pressure  is  very  great.  It  was 
found  to  be  the  only  trap  that  could  be  depended  on  in 
the  plumbing  of  the  lofty  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

The  complete  line  of  Sanitas  specialties  includes  the 
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ters  soon  became  too  restricted  for  the  large  business 
they  were  doing,  and  the  adjoining  store,  48  and  50 
Union  Street,  was  secured,  giving  them  the  largest  show 
rooms  in  New  England  in  their  line.  With  this  store 
they  also  purchased  the  large  hotel  supply  business  of 
F.  Morandi  (S:  Son,  and  the  manufacture  of  hotel 
ranges  and  cooking  apparatus  of  all  kinds,  has  since 
that  time  been  an  important  feature  of  the  compan)''s 
business. 

Later,  the  business  was  still  further  expanded  by  tak- 
ing on  the  manufacture  of  a  line^of  plumbers'  brass 
work.  This  new  branch  necessitated  the  building  of  a 
large  brass  foundry  and  finishing  shop,  which  is  com- 
plete in  all  its  appointments,  enabling  the  company  to  do 
all  kinds  of  brass  casting  and  finishing. 

Soon  after  this,  the  company  acquired  the  exclusi\e 
control  of  the  Sanitas  Plumbing  Appliances,  and  do  a 


Sanitas  Closets,  I'raps,  Lavatories,  Pjaths,  I'rinals,  and 
Schoolhouse  Fixtures. 

These  specialties  in  sanitation  have  been  of  great  help 
to  the  company,  in  enabling  them  to  take  complete  con- 
tracts for  heating,  ventilating,  and  sanitation. 

'I'he  compau)'  not  onl)'  manufactures  a  large  line  of 
steam  and  hot  water  heaters,  but  does  an  extensive  Inisi- 
ness  in  installing  heating  plants  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. They  make  a  specialty  of  schoolhouse,  church, 
and  institution  heating,  ventilating,  and  sanitation. 

They  have  special  engineers  for  . laying  out  and  direct- 
ing this  class  of  work,  and  have  secured  large  orders, 
both  at  home  and  at  a  distance.  Among  the  well-known 
buildings  heated  by  them  in  Boston  are  the  Youth's 
Companion  ISuilding,  the  Luernational  Trust  Company's 
Building,  the  Copley  Square  and  Re3-nolds  Hotels,  and  a 
large  number  of  sciioolhouses  in  other  places. 
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Besides  its  steam  and  iiot  water  api)aiatus,  tlie  com- 
pany mal<es  a  specialty  of  iiot  air  lieating  for  school- 
liouses,  using  a  special  apparatus  devised  by  them.  The 
heater  is  a  powerfid  warm  air  furnace,  used  exclusively 
for  this  purpose.  The  warm  air  is  distributed  through 
the  building  by  gravity,  or  by  the  fan  system.  In 
medium-sized  buildings  the  gravity  system  is  used,  the 
air  rising  naturally  through  the  pipes,  and  issuing  into 
the  rooms  through  carefully  projjortioned  ducts.  This 
system  is  the  simplest  of  any,  but  its  best  results  are  due 
to  the  skill  of  the  heating  engineer's  arrangements  in 
planning  the  sizes  and  gradations  of  the  Hues  carrying 
the  heated  air  to  the  various  rooms. 

For  larger  buildings  the  same  heater  is  used,  with  the 
fan  system.  In  the  fan  system,  the  air  is  blown  rapidly 
through  and  around  the  heater,  and  thence  conveyed  to 
the  various  rooms  through  the  regular  flues.  The  fan 
system  is  a  pressure  system,  and  makes  it  possible  to 


adjusted  that  the  entire  contents  of  the  receptacle  are 
thoroughly  burned.  The  crematory  process  needs  to  be 
applietl  only  at  such  intervals  as  cremation  is  recpiired. 
At  other  times,  the  same  heater  creates  a  continuous  up- 
ward draft  in  the  ventilation  shaft  suMicient  not  only  to 
\'enlilate  the  a|jparatus,  but  the  room  in  which  it  is 
located.  .  '  ■ 

The  Sanitas  \'entilating  Water-Closet  is  the  apparatus 
used  by  the  company  wherever  a  water  system  for  tlLishing 
purposes  is  available.  The  company  in  all  cases  uses 
its  high-grade  Sanitas  Family  Closet  for  this  purpose, 
adding  to  its  efficiency  by  doubling  its  ventilating  ca- 
pacity. 

This  gives  all  the  protection  and  security  obtained  in 
a  private  house,  making  the  sciiot)l  toilet-room  as  neat 
and  free  from  objectionable  odors  as  tiie  most  perfectly 
arranged  dwelling. 

All  the  metal  work  for  the  above  heating,  ventilating. 
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conduct  the  warni  air  to  every  room,  no  matter  liow 
distant. 

An  ingenious  system  of  mixing  dampers  for  introduc- 
ing cold  air  controls  the  temperature,  keeping  it  at  any 
desired  point,  lioth  the  gravity  and  the  fan  systems  are 
extremely  simple  in  management. 

The  fan  system  is  used  exclusively  by  the  company 
in  connection  with  steani  heating,  the  fan  driving  the 
air  over  heated  steam  coils. 

Supplementing  the  Smith  d'  Anthony  system  of  school- 
house  heating  is  the  Sanitas  system  of  school  sanitation. 
The  company  has  two  special  systems,  the  dry  closet  and 
the  wet  closet  system. 

The  dry  closet  is  used  where  there  are  no  sewers  or 
means  of  flushing  and  disposing  of  the  wastes.  In  prin- 
ciple it  is  a  crematory,  combined  with  an  exhaust  venti- 
lating system.  The  apparatus  differs  from  others  in  be- 
ing made  entirely  of  cast  iron,  set  in  brickwork,  and  so 


and  sanitary  appliances  is  made  at  the  company's  fac- 
tory in  Wakefield,  and  gives  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  men. 

The  comj^any  is  increasing  its  business  on  this  large 
work,  and  in  the  future  expects  to  ha\-e  its  facilities 
taxed  to  the  utmost. 

The  town  of  Wakefield  will  soon  have  some  additional 
reminders  of  the  merits  of  the  company's  heating  and 
sinitary  apparatus,  as  it  is  to  be  put  into  the  new 
Converse  Street  and  Greenwood  Schools. 

The  company  has  connections  in  New  York,  Chicago, 
San  Francisco,  London,  and  South  Africa  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  its  goods,  and  also  does  quite  an  extensive 
general  export  business. 

The  company's  plant  at  Wakefield  is  pronounced  one 
of  the  most  complete  in  the  country,  having  every  appli- 
ance and  facility  for  turning  out  the  highest  grades  of 
brass  and  iron  work. 


354 


TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIF'I'lETH  ANNIVERSARY 


TH]">  project  of  furnishing  the  iniialMtants  of  the  town 
of  Wakefield  with  a  supply  of  pure  water  for 
domestic  purposes,  through  the  medium  of  a  private  cor- 
poration, was  undoubtedly  conceived  in  the  fertile  brain 
of  the  elder  C)'rus  Wakefield,  moved  by  a  patriotic  desire 
to  preserve  the  waters  of  (^uannapowitt  and  Crystal  Lakes 
for  the  use  and  comfort  of  the  generations  which  might 
dwell  within  the  borders  of  the  municipality  which  bore 
his  name.  Immediate  action  was  hastened  by  the  fact 
tliat  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Lynn  had  each  made  pre- 
liminary examinations  of  these  lakes,  with  a  view  of 
adding  them  to  the  water  supply  of  those  cities  which 
their  far-sighted  citizens  foresaw  would  soon  need  every 
available  addition. 

Accordingly,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  of 
^Llssachusetts  at  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1872 
by  Hon.  Carroll  D.  Wright,  then  a  senator  from  Middle- 
sex County,  chartering  the  (^uannapowitt  Water  Com- 
pany for  the  purpose  above  set  forth.  In  this  bill  the 
entire  community  became  interested,  and  the  town,  at  a 
meeting  holden  April  i,  1872,  chose  Azel  Ames,  Jr., 
Chester  W.  Eaton,  and  Daniel  Allen  a  committee  and 
instructed  them  to  favor  the  passage  of  said  bill.  This 
was  supplemented  by  a  petition  to  the  legislature  signed 
by  the  selectmen,  assessors,  and  nearly  all  the  ofiicers  and 
professional  men  of  the  town,  and  more  tlian  a  hundred 
of  its  leading  business  firms  and  individuals.  As  the 
bill  contemplated  furnishing  water  to  Wakefield  only, 
opposition  to  it  was  manifested  by  the  town  of  Stoneham, 
and  a  town  meeting  was  called  at  which  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  :  — 

AU'so/tli/,  That  the  representative  from  the  twenty-third  Middlesex 
District  to  the  (leneral  Court  be  requested  to  remonstrate  against 
tile  project  of  certain  ]5arties  for  the  taking  oi  water  from  Crystal 
and  (^uannupowitt  I  ,al>:es  ti^  the  exclusion  of  the  town  of  Stoneham. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufact- 
ures, who  gave  the  parties  several  hearings,  at  which  the 
town  of  Stoneham  was  represented  by  a  number  of  its 
citizens,  as  well  as  its  representative,  in  accordance 
with  the  above  resolution,  and  the  city  of  Lynn,  by  its 
mayor,  Hon.  James  N.  Buffum,  Ex-Mayor  Walden,  and 
other  prominent  citizens,  who,  with  a  crystalline  sagacity 
and  foresight  that  looked  only  to  the  interests  of  coming 
generations  in  their  own  municipalities,  made  most  stren- 
uous and  persistent  opposition  to  the  proposed  legis- 
lation. 

The  committee  from  Wakefield  yielded  to  the  desire  of 
the  people  of  Stoneham  to  be  provided  for  in  the  act,  but 
insisted  upon  the  insertion  of  the  now  famous  Section 
13  of  the  act,  in  which  it  was  provided  that  if  in  the 
future  the  supply  of  water  should  prove  insufficient  for 
more  than  one  town  for  domestic  purposes,  the  town  of 
Wakefield  should  be  first  supplied.  This  was  made  at 
the  suggestion  of  Chester  W.  Eato»,  and  the  original 
amendment  is  in  his  well-known  chirography. 

The  committee  reported  a  bill  properly  amended,  author- 
izing the  company  to  supply  both  Wakefield  and  Stone- 
ham with  water,  and  giving  to  said  company  the  right  to 
take  such  water  from  Quannapowitt  and  Crystal  Lakes, 
together  with  the  tributary  waters  which  fiow  into  them. 
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and  also  the  power  to  take  by  right  of  eminent  domain 
on  tlie  margin  of  such  lakes  or  tributaries  a  strip  of  land 
not  exceeding  five  rods  in  width,  for  the  preservation  and 
purity  of  said  waters,  and  also  for  such  other  lands  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  business  of  the  company. 

This  bill  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  with 
trifling  opposition,  and  became  a  law  by  the  approval  of 
the  Governor  on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  1872,  and  appears 
in  the  public  acts  of  that  year  as  Chapter  335.  The  in- 
corporators were  Cyrus  Wakefield,  Lucius  IJeebe,  and 
James  F.  Emerson,  of  Wakefield,  John  Hill,  H.  H.  Maw- 
hinney,  and  Onslow  Gilmore,  of  Stoneham,  and  Francis 
H.  Kniglit,  of  Reading. 

The  scope  of  the  original  act  may  be  found  in  its  first 
three  sections,  as  follows  :  — 

Si'ClluN  I.  Cyrus  Wakelitild,  Lucius  Hutjljc,  James  F.  Lmerson, 
John  Hill,  11.  II.  Mawhinney,  Oiislinv  Oilmore,  Francis  JI.  Knight, 
tlicii"  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation, 
untler  the  name  uf  the  Quanuapowitt  Water  t^'ompany,  for  furnishing 
the  inhabitants  of  Wakefield  and  Stoneham  with  water;  witli  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and 
liabilities  set  forth  in  all  general  laws  which  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  in  force,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable  to  this  corjiora- 
tion. 

Si-.CilDN  2.  Said  corporation  fov  the  |3urpose  aforesaid  may 
take,  hold,  and  convey,  into  and  througli  said  towns,  the  waters  of 
Fake  (,)uannapow  itt  or  Crystal  Lake,  or  both,  in  tlie  town  of  Wake- 
tiekl,  together  with  the  tributary  waters  which  llow  to  either  in  said 
towns,  antl  may  take  and  hoUl  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  such  land, 
on  and  around  the  margin  of  such  lake  or  lakes,  or  tributaries,  not 
e.\ceeding  five  rods  in  width,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  [jreserva- 
tion  and  purity  of  said  waters  ;  and  may  also  take  and  hold  in  like 
manner,  such  lands  as  may  be  necessary  for  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing dams  and  reservoirs,  and  for  laying  and  maintaining  conduits, 
pipes,  drains  and  otiier  works,  for  collecting,  conducting,  and  tlis- 
tributing  such  waters  through  said  towns  of  Wakefield  and  Stone- 
ham. The  said  corporation  shall,  within  sixty  days  from  the  time 
of  taking  any  land  as  aforesaid,  file  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  a  description  of  the  land  so  taken,  sufficiently 
accurate  (or  iileiilihcation,  and  slate  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
taken. 

Sl'.ci  3.  .Said  corporation  may  build  aqueducts,  and  maintain 
the  same  by  any  works  suitable  therefor;  may  erect  and  maintain 
tlanis  ;  may  make  reservoir.^  antl  hydrants,  and  may  distribute  the 
water  throughout  said  towns  of  Wakefiekl  and  Stoneh.un,  by  laying 
down  pipes,  and  may  establish  the  rent  llierefor. 

This  charter  authorized  the  towns  of  Wakefield  and 
Stoneham,  or  either  of  tliem,  to  take  the  woiks  and  fran- 
chise of  the  company  at  any  time  within  three  years  after 
the  passage  of  said  act,  as  appears  by  the  following 
section  :  — 

SlccrioN  8.  'J'he  towns  of  Wakefield  and  Stoneham,  or  either 
of  them,  in  case  the  other  declines  to  participate  in  said  purchase, 
may  at  any  time  witliin  three  years  from  tiie  time  this  act  takes 
effect,  take  or  purchase  the  franchise  of  said  corporation  and  all  its 
corporate  pro])erty,  by  paying  therefor  the  amount  expended  for 
the  construction,  maintenance,  and  repairs  of  said  water-works,  and 
all  necessary  incidental  expenses,  together  with  interest  thereon  at 
the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  less  the  amount  derived 
therefrom,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  and  may 
assume  all  its  rights  and  privileges  from  the  corporators  aforenamed. 
.Vnd  in  case  said  towns  cannot  agree  as  to  the  portion  of  said 
amount  to  be  paid  by  each,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any 
justice  thereof  upon  application  of  either  towns  so  purchasing,  shall 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  award  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
each,  which  aw  ard  shall  be  final. 


An  attempt  was  made  by  Wakefield  to  have  tluit  town 
avail  itself  of  the  authority  thus  granted,  and  a  committee 
of  investigation  was  appointed,  who  reported  at  a  meet- 
ing holden  July  6,  1874,  wliich  report  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  The  town  of  .Stoneham  took  no  action  luuler  saiil 
chatter. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  corporators  was  held  in  Wake- 
field at  the  (;hice  of  i'latoii  i\:  1  lamilton,  who  had  been 
retained   as   counsel  for   tiie  company,  on    the  eighth 
day  of  July,  1873.    There  were  present  Messrs.  Wake- 
field, Heebe,  Emerson,  and   Hill.      Mr.  Wakefield  was 
chosen  chairman  of  tiie  meeting,  ami  Chester  W.  F;iton 
clerk.    At  this  meeting  the  act  of  incorpoi  ation  was  ac- 
cepted, and  a  committee  on  organization   and  by-laws 
appointed,  who  reported  at  a  sul)sequent  meeting.  Mr. 
Wakefield  died  in  October,  1873,  and  nothing  was  done 
by  the  company  except  to  keep  alive  its  organization,  till 
the  eighth  day  of  January,  1876,  when  a  meeting  was 
held,  at  which  James  F.  Emerson  was  elected  president, 
Chester  W.  Eaton,  clerk,  and  .Samuel  K.Hamilton,  treas- 
urer.    At  this  meeting   a  subscription   for  stock  was 
opened,  and  a  general  invitation  to  the  public  to  stib- 
scribe  extended,  to  which  a  number  of  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  town  responded,  notably,  Cyrus  Wakefield, 
the  second  of  that  name,  Solon  O.  Richardson,  'I'homas 
Winship,  Azel  Ames,  Jr.,  George  H.  Maddock,  Chester 
W.  Eaton,  and  Samuel  K.  Hamilton.    On  the  eighth  day 
of  March,  1876,  the  first  lueeting  of  the  stockholders  was 
held,  at  which  James  F.  Emerson  was  elected  presitlent, 
Chester  W.  Eaton,  clerk,  and  Solon  O.  Richardson,  treas- 
urer.   James  F.  Emerson,  Cyrus  Wakefield,  .Vzel  Ames, 
Jr.,  George  H.  Maddock,  and  Samuel  K.  Hamilton  were 
elected  directors.  The  saiue  board  of  ofiicers  was  reelected 
each  year  to  1883,  except  in  1877,  when  Mr.  Emerson 
declined  further  election  as  president,  ;tnd  Mr.  Wake- 
field was  chosen  in  his  stead. 

]Jy  an  act  passed  in  1877,  upon  the  petition  of  Hon. 
Thomas  Winship,  the  scope  of  the  original  charter  was 
enlarged,  and  the  town  of  Wakefield  was  authorized  to 
guarantee  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of 
the  compau)'  to  an  aiuount  not  exceeding  j;5o,ooo,  ami 
for  a  time  not  exceeding  twenty  years,  and  all  the  rights 
granted  to  the  town,  under  the  original  cliarter,  were  re- 
vived, and  authority  granted  to  exercise  those  rights  at 
any  time  while  the  town  should  remain  liable  for  the  in- 
terest on  any  of  said  bonds,  as  appears  by  Sections  1, 
3,  and  4  of  Chapter  136  of  the  Acts  of  1877. 

Si;<'l'li).N  I.  The  hist  section  of  chapter  335  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1S7J  is  here!))'  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "watci'," 
in  the  sixth  line,  the  wortls,  "  to  extinguish  fi res,  generate  steam,  and 
for  domestic,  maiuifacturing  and  other  uses." 

.Slcci'lON'  3.  The  town  of  Wakefield  may  guarantee  the  pay 
mentof  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  Quannapowitt  Water  Com- 
pany, issued  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  its  water-works  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  twenty  years,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  si\  per 
cent,  per  aniuim,  and  not  exceeding  $50,000  in  amount;  />;  crv./iv/ 
said  town  shall  vote  so  to  do  at  any  legal  meeting  c.dleil  for  that 
purpose. 

Si;(.' I  ID.N  4.  All  the  rights,  powers  and  pri\  ileges  granted  to 
the  town  of  Wakefield  by  the  aforesaid  act  are  hereby  re\i\etl, 
subject  to  the  restrictions,  duties  and  liabilities  therein  mentioned, 
and  may  be  exercised  at  any  time  while  the  saitl  town  is  liable  fm 
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the  iiileicsl  on  any  of  saiil  l)uiids;  anil  ihf  aullunily  tii  lake  or  piii- 
lIiusc  tlic  fraiichist.-  aiui  corporatu  piij|)L-ity  of  saitl  ninipany  is 
graiitetl  on  H)iiilitioii  tliLit  the  saiiiL'  is  asseiitucl  to  by  said  town  by 
a  two  thirds  \ott;  of  the  voters  j^resent  and  x'otiiig  thereon,  at  a 
legal  meeting  called  for  that  |)urpose. 

During  the  five  years  succeeding  tiie  passage  of  the 
last-named  act,  the  directors  and  stockiiolders  endeav- 
ored to  formulate  some  practicable  phin  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  the  charter,  whenever  the  town 
and  its  inhabitants  should  recover  from  the  financial  de- 
pression into  which  the  panic  of  1873  and  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wakefield  had  plunged  them.  Surveys  were 
made,  plans  of  works  prepared,  and  the  different  sys- 
tems of  water-works  then  in  practical  use  examined. 
The  condition  of  the  water  in  use  for  domestic  purposes 
by  many  people  in  the  town  was  of  such  a  polluted  char- 
acter that  the  construction  of  the  works  became,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  citizens,  and  especially  of  the  physicians 
of  the  town,  an  absolute  necessity. 

Perhaps  nothing  revealed  more  clearly  to  the  people 
the  real  condition  of  affairs  than  the  following  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Wakefield  Citizen  aiui  Banner,  May  5,  1877, 
from  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Abbott,  who  was  a  thoroughly  disin- 
terested and  unprejudiced  observer  :  — 

■    "  \Vaki;|'-iki.I),  May  3,  1S77. 

C.  W.  EA'rox,  I'.SQ.,  Secretary  Quannapowitt  Water  Co. 

Dear  Sir: — Kor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  more  delinite  under- 
standing of  the  value  of  tlie  pro])Osed  water  sLi|3])ly  of  this  town  as 
compared  with  the  water  supply  of  other  cities  and  towns,  [  have 
collected  several  samples  of  water  and  foiwarded  tiieni  to  Mr.  S.  1'. 
Sharpies  (analytical  chemist),  of  lioston.  These  sam])les  were  all 
obtained  early  in  the  morning  of  April  30,  one  of  them  being  taken 
from  a  point  a  little  north  of  the  center  of  Crystal  Lake,  and  at 
some  distance  below  the  surface;  another  was  taken  from  the  town 
pump  on  .Main  .Street  near  Albion  ;  three  others  from  wells  owned 
by  citizens  near  the  center  of  the  town,  and  one  sample  from  the 
outlet  brook  of  the  lower  pond,  several  rods  below  the  point  wliere 
the  factory  sewage,  ajid  a  [lart  of  that  of  the  town,  runs  into  it. 
'These  samples  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  .Sharpies,  without  any  clue 
being  given  as  to  their  source. 

In  re[)ly  he  has  returned  the  following  report,  which  speaks  for 
itself  :  — 

Hosrox,  May  i,  1S77. 
To  D\i.  SAMUia,  W.  .AlMicji  r,  Wakefield,  .Mass. 

Dear  Sir :  —  lielow  jjlease  hncl  report  of  samples  of  water  received 
from  you  on  the  thirtieth  inst. 

These  waters  are  all  without  marked  color  with  the  e.xception  of 
No.  3,  whicli  has  a  milky  appearance  and  seems  to  contain  a  little 
soap. 


Xo.  I. 
.\o.  2. 
.\o.  3. 
No.  4. 
No.  5. 
No.  6. 


Ammonia. 


.0070 

.0110 

.046S 
.0080 
.0050 
.oj  10 


I'arts  in  100,000  of  the  water. 

Inorganic 


Organic 
volatile 
matter. 
1  1.5 

3-0 
J  4-0 

-■5 
1S.5 

1  2.Q 


20.0 

5-5 
57.0 

2-5 
46.0 
•59.0 


Total 
residue 
at  z  I  2% 

3'-5 
8.5 
91.0 

5° 
64.5 
71.0 


Nos.  I.  3,  5,  and  6  give  strong  reactions  for  sulphate  and  carbon- 
ate of  lime,  and  are  hard  waters.  They  also  give  strong  reactions  for 
nitrates.  I  should  not  consider  any  of  them  at  all  desirable  for 
household  use.  Nos.  2  and  4  are  very  much  alike,  and  would  either 
of  them  be  excellent  waters  for  any  use  to  which  they  might  be  put. 

A  good  water  for  house  use  sliould  not  leave  over  20  parts  of 
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residue  in  the  100,000,  and  should  lie  neaily  free  from  nitrates  and 
ammonia,  either  free  or  comhined. 

\'ours  respectfully, 

S.  1'.  SIIARIM.h'.S. 

No.  4  is  the  pond  water.  No.  2  is  the  outlet  brook  below  factory. 
No.  5  is  from  tlie  town  ])ump.  Nos.  I,  j,  and  6  are  from  the  wells 
of  private  citizens. 

■["he  report  of  .Mr.  .Sharpies  shows  conclusively  that  we  have  in 
Crystal  Lake  a  most  e.\celleut  water  for  all  tlomestic  and  nianufac- 
turing  purjioses.  It  compares  favorably  with  the  water  supply  of  all 
our  large  cities  and  towns,  Ijeing  better  than  that  of  Mystic,  Jamaica, 
or  Fresli  J'ond,  and  far  better  than  the  average  water  supplied  to 
Philadelphia,  London,  and  many  other  large  cities. 

The  wells  from  which  the  water  was  collected  are  not  the  worst 
in  town,  nor  aie  they  the  liest,  but  represent  about  an  average. 
Even  the  best  of  them  give  si.\  times  more  of  solid  residue  than  the 
pond  water. 

[  ought  also  to  state  that  [  collected  the  sam]5le  from  the  pond  at 
an  unfavorable  time,  when  its  waters  had  been  stirred  up  by  several 
days  of  wind  and  rain  and  would  naturally  present  a  greater  degree 
o(  impurity  than  its  average  condition  would  show. 

Respectfully  yours, 

SAMU1':L  W.  ABBOTT. 

During  these  years  various  requests  from  citizens  of 
tiie  town  and  from  the  town  itself  were  made  to  the  com- 
pany for  ternis  upon  which  it  would  erect  its  works  and 
supply  the  town  witii  water  for  fire  protection  and  domes- 
tic purposes.  The  company  endeavored  to  interest  the 
citizens  of  the  town  in  the  enterprise  and  invited  the 
people  of  Wakefield  to  join  in  it,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing advertisement  published  in  the  local  paper:  — 

May  20,  iSSl. 

Tu  rilK  I'l'.OPI.K  Ol-  W.\KKl--Ii:i.D  :  — • 

Any  inliabitant  of  Wakefield  is  in\  ited  to  subscribe  for  stock  in 
the  (^uannapowitt  Water  Company  for  the  same  price,  and  to  hold 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  or  present  stockholders,  by  appli- 
cation to 

S.  ().  RICHARDSON, 
Treasurer  ( Juannapowitt  Water  Co. 

A  number  of  town  meetings  were  held  and  various 
propositions  were  discussed,  but  nothing  tangible  was 
accomplished  till  May  9,  1881,  when  the  following  vote 
was  passed  :  — 

That  the  town  guarantee  at  the  rate  of  si.\-  per  cent,  per  annum 
the  semiannual  payment  of  the  interest  on  ;>50,ooo  of  tlie  bonds  of 
the  Quaniiapowitt  Wat*r  Company,  payable  in  twenty  years  from 
this  date,  issued  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  its  water-works,  and 
that  the  town  pay  said  company  for  said  period  the  sum  of  '^60  for 
each  of  seventy-five  double-nozzled  fire  hydrants,  to  be  furnished  by 
said  company  and  placed  in  proper  locations  in  the  town,  and  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  cliosen  to  sign  antl  execute  all  contracts  neces- 
sary to  carry  this  vote  into  effect,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
town  therein,  and  that  the  town  treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  empowered  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  town,  to  guarantee  the 
payment  of  the  interest  coupons  of  said  bonds  whenever  the  afore- 
said contracts  are  e.\ecuted  between  said  company  and  the  town. 

If  this  vote  had  been  carried  out,  all  the  original  rights 
granted  to  the  town  would  have  been  revived  and  could 
have  been  exercised  any  time  prior  to  May  9,  1901. 
Upon  its  passage,  however,  ten  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
of  the  town  petitioned  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  an 
injunction  against  the  town  and  the  company,  on  the 
grounds  that  this  vote  was  not  passed  by  a  two-thirds 
majority,  and  that  $30,000  had  not  been  actually  paid 
into  the  treasury  as  contemplated  by  the  charter.  The 


latter  ground  was,  liowe\'er,  of  trilling  ini|)ort.iiice,  ,is  that 
amount  had  been  subscril)ed  l)efore  tlie  aboxe  vote  w.is 
passed,  and  actually  paid  in  cash  before  the  hearing. 

This  petition  was  lieard  by  Mr.  justice  Devens.  V..  A. 
Upton  and  Ceorge  S.  Scammon,  then  a  [iromiiient  law\er 
of  Maiden,  since  deceased,  appeared  for  tlie  [jelilioners, 
and  .Samuel  K.  Hamilton  for  the  town  and  the  conii5an\'. 
The  court  granted  .1  teniporai'y  injuiution  and  reser\eil 
the  case  for  consideration  b_\'  the  full  court,  by  whom, 
however,  it  was  never  heard,  the  respondents  prefening 
to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  similar  vote  b)'  the  town  by  a 
two-thirds  majority. 

The  same  legal  (luestion  was  raised  in  18S7,  in  the  case 
of  Smith  ;s.  the  Town  of  Dedhani,  reported  in  the  one 
hundred  and  forty-fourth  volume  of  "  Massachusetts 
Reports,"  page  177,  in  which  the  full  court  overrided 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Devens  and  decided  that  a  majority 
vote  only  was  necessary,  thus  completely  sustaining 
the  position  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  town  and 
company. 

After  considerable  negotiation,  on  the  third  day  of  July, 
1882,  a  vote  was  passed  by  the  town  authorizing  a  con- 
tract with  the  company  for  sixty  hydrants,  at  S50  each,  per 
year  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  by  more  than  a  two-thirtis 
majority.  This  vote  caused  great  rejoicing,  as  it  fore- 
shadowed tlie  end  of  a  long  and  bitter  controversy  and 
renewed  the  hope,  so  long  deferred,  for  all  the  blessings 
which  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  could  bring  to  a 
community. 

Soon  after  a  contract  was  signed  between  the  town  and 
the  company  in  accordance  with  that  vote.  It  was  then 
contemplated  to  lay  six  miles  of  pipe  only,  and  that  in 
the  central  portion  of  the  town  of  Wakefield.  At  tiiis 
time  water-works  securities  had  not  become  such  a  la\  or- 
ite  form  of  investment  as  they  did  at  a  later  time,  and 
the  people  utterly  failed  to  take  an}'  portion  of  the  stock, 
and  the  outlook  for  the  company's  carrying  out  its  con- 
tract was  somewhat  somber. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Cyrus  Wakefield  and  Mr.  David 
II.  Darling  made  a  proposition  to  the  then  stockholders, 
that  if  the)'  would  sell  out  their  entire  stock  to  them  for 
the  amount  of  money  they  had  invested,  liiey  would 
agree  to  build  the  works  in  accordance  with  the  plans, 
which  had  been  approved,  and  carry  out  said  contract 
with  the  town. 

This  offer  was  accepted  and  Messrs.  Wakefield  and 
i)arling  became  the  owners  of  the  propert\-  from  tli.it 
time,  although  the  same  board  of  directors  acted  until  the 
annual  election  in  1SS3. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January,  1883,  a  contract 
was  entered  into  between  the  company  and  the  town  of 
Stoneham,  for  fifty  hydrants  at  $50  each  per  year,  for  the 
period  of  ten  years.  This  contract  contained  a  provision 
that  the  town  of  Stoneham  might,  after  ten  years,  ami  not 
later  than  fifteen  years  from  the  completion  of  the  works 
of  the  company,  purchase  those  portions  of  the  com- 
pany's works  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  town  of  Stoneham  with  water,  together  with  the  fran- 
chise of  said  company,  covering  such  proportional  part 
of  the  right  of  said  company  to  the  waters  of  Crystal  and 
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Quannapowitt  Lakes,  and  to  tlicir  sources  of  supply,  at 
such  price  as  might  be  agreed  on,  and  if  no  agreement 
could  be  reached,  at  such  a  valuation  as  might  be  fixed  by 
a  commission  of  three  disinterested  men,  to  be  appointed 
by  any  person  who  should,  at  that  time,  be  a  judge 
of  probate  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  or  of  Suffolk. 
This  agreement  was  upon  the  condition  that  the  town 
of  Wakefield  should  agree  and  vote  to  do  the  same  in 
regard  to  the  portions  of  the  franchise  and  works 
constructed  to  supply  water  for  that  town,  and  on  its 
part    the]  company  agreed  that  if  both  the  towns  of 


STAND  PIPE, 
WakelieUl  Water  Works. 


Wakefield  and  Stoneham  should  so  vote,  then  the  town 
of  Wakefield  should  have  the  same  right  to  purchase 
the  portion  of  the  works  constructed  to  supply  water 
for  that  town,  together  with  the  franchises  of  said 
company,  covering  such  proportional ''parts  of  the  right 
of  said  company  to  the  water  of  Crystal  and  Quanna- 
powitt  Lakes,  and  the  sources  of  their  supply.  This 
contract  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  Chapter  85  of  the 
Acts  of  1883. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  company  in  March,  1883, 


Everell  S.  Sweet  was  chosen  clerk  and  treasurer.  C)'rus 
Wakefield,  D.  H.  Darling,  C.  W.  Trow,  Frank  M.  .Morse, 
and  Everell  S.  Sweet  were  chosen  directors.  Mr.  Wake- 
field was  elected  president. 

In  the  legislature  of  1883,  a  most  persistent  and  de- 
termined effort  was  made  by  the  city  of  L)nn  to  take  the 
waters  of  Saugus  River  and  all  its  tributaries,  which,  of 
course,  included  its  head  waters,  ( Juannapowitl  and  ( 'rys- 
tal  Lakes.  A  prcjtracteil  antl  \'igorous  contest  was  made 
by  the  water  company,  which  resulted  in  conlining  Lynn 
to  taking  water  at  or  below  Plowlett's  dam  in  Saugus, 
and  it  was  not  till  ten  years  later,  in  1 8(^3,  through  a 
combination  of  unfortunate  circumstances,  and  the  apathy 
and  inefficiency  of  the  forces  which  should  have  made 
a  more  effectual  resistance,  that  L\  nn  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  right  to  come  to  the  very  outlet  of  these  two 
lakes  for  water,  and  thus  deprive  Wakefield  of  their  over- 
flow and  the  accumulation  of  water  within  her  borders, 
which  might  in  the  future  have  [proved  a  priceless  her- 
itage. 

In  April,  1883,  a  contract  was  entered  into  between 
the  company  and  Messrs.  Goodhue  &  IMrnie,  of  Spring- 
field, Alass.,  extensive  water-works  contractors,  to  build 
the  works  and  lay  pipes  in  the  two  towns.  Work  was 
immediately  commenced  and  pushed  with  such  extraordi- 
nary energy  that  the  company  began  supplying  water  to 
the  people  on  the  first  day  of  December,  18S3.  Water 
was  taken  from  Crystal  Lake,  a  b(jd)'  of  water  near  the 
center  of  the  town,  which  has  an  area  of  about  fifty  acres, 
and  a  capacity  of  more  than  a  million  gallons  daily. 
The  pumping  station  was  located  on  the  northerly  shore 
of  said  lake. 

The  works  consist  of  a  pumping  station  containing 
two  large  Knowles  pumps,  with  a  pumping  ca|)acity  of 
three  million  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,  thoroughly 
equipped  with  everything  necessary  to  a  first-class  pump- 
ing station  ;  a  boiler-house  containing  two  large  boilers, 
pipe  factory,  coal  shed,  stable,  superintendent's  dwelling- 
house,  and  a  large  iron  standpipe  with  a  capacity  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  gallons,  located  in  Stone- 
ham  on  the  highest  point  of  land  in  the  vicinit)'.  The 
water  is  pumped  directly  into  the  street  mains  and  into 
this  standpipe.  The  supply  comes  largely  from  springs 
or  subterranean  streams,  and  by  careful  analysis  shows  a 
degree  of  purity  scarcely  equaled  by  any  natural  supply 
in  use  in  this  commonwealth. 

Both  (^uannapowitt  and  Crystal  Lakes  are  what  is 
known  under  the  law  of  Massachusetts  as  "  (jreat  Ponds,'' 
each  having  an  area  of  more  than  ten  acres,  and  not  having 
been  granted  to  private  persons  prior  to  the  Colony  Ordi- 
nance of  1647,  were  public  property  and  belonged  to  the 
entire  commonwealth,  and  could  be  granted  or  conveyed 
only  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  Neither  the  township 
of  Redding,  Reading,  South  Reading,  or  Wakefield  ever 
have  had  any  ownership  or  right  in  them  or  the  waters 
which  they  contained  superior  to  the  ownership  or  rights 
of  the  most  remote  municipality  within  the  borders  of  the 
commonwealth  ;  nor  did  the  people  residing  within  the 
borders  of  the  town  in  which  these  lakes  are  situated,  by 
whatever  name  known,  have  any  rights  in  them  or  their 
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waters  superior  to  those  of  tlie  people  of  any  other  town 
or  city.  This  fact  is  clearly  shown  by  the  ordinance 
above  referred  to,  and  it  has  been  held  to  be  a  correct 
statement  of  the  law  by  a  lon<^  and  unbroken  line  of 
tlecisions  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1S83,  the  name  of  the 
company  was  changed  to  Wakefield  Water  Company.  In 
1885,  Mr.  Darling  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Wake- 
field in  the  company,  and  i^ecame  its  president.  He  as- 
sociated with  himself  several  gentlemen  who  were  nominal 
stockholders,  and  who  held  the  offices  in  the  company  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  intact  the  corporate  organization. 
I'Yom  that  time  to  December,  1892,  Mr.  Darling  held  the 
sole  control  and  managed  all  the  affairs  of  the  company, 
and  during  his  ownership  a  remarkable  growth  was  evi- 
denced in  the  additional  miles  of  street  mains  which  were 
laid  in  both  towns,  and  the  many  himdred  houses,  fac- 
tories, stores,  and  other  buildings  supplied  with  water.  In 
December,  1892,  Mr.  Darling  sold  out  his  interest  to 
Dr.  F.  E.  Potter,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  Dr.  Potter 
became  its  president,  which  office  he  held  until  May, 
1893,  when  Samuel  K.  Hamilton,  of  Wakefield,  Ira  T. 
Drew,  of  Alfred,  Me.,  Harry  F.  Hamilton  and  Isaac  P. 
Gragg,  of  Jioslon,  and  Hiram  M.  Pearl,  then  of  Vermont, 
now  of  New  York,  purchased  all  the  stock  of  the  company, 
Mr.  Hamilton  became  the  president  of  the  company,  and 
from  that  time  has  been  its  controlling  spirit.  The  gen- 
tlemen above  named  are  at  present  the  officers  of  tlie 
company.  Mr.  E.  J.  Chadbourne,  under  whose  superin- 
tendence the  original  works  were  built,  is  its  superinten- 
dent, and  Mr.  E.  A.  Appleton  is  the  present  cashier.  Since 
the  e.xpiration  of  the  contracts  before  mentioned,  further 
contracts  have  been  made  with  both  towns  for  water  for 
fire  protection. 

In  the  meantime  various  efforts  have  been  made  by 
which  the  towns,  or  one  of  them,  should  become  the 
owner  of  the  plant,  but  nothing  tangible  has  yet  been 
effected.  When  the  contract  of  the  company  with  the 
two  towns  for  hydrant  service  expired  in  December,  1893, 
a  more  vigorous  effort  was  made  to  purchase  the  plant  of 
the  company ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  and  on 
behalf  of  each  of  the  towns  to  consider  the  matter,  take 
such  action  as  in  their 'opinion  was  necessary,  and  report 
upon  the  situation.  It  was  found  that  additional  legisla- 
tion was  needed,  and  these  committees  were  authorized 
to  make  application  to  the  legislature  therefor.  Poth 
towns  employed  counsel.  Mr.  George  H.  Towle  being 
retained  in  behalf  of  Wakefield,  and  Mr.  William  P. 
Stevens  in  behalf  of  Stoneham.  As  a  result,  Chapter  187 
of  the  Acts  of  1894  was  enacted,  based  upon  the  con- 
tract, with  the  town  of  Stoneham  above  referred  to, 
which  empowered  the  towns  of  Wakefield  and  Stone- 
ham to  purchase  the  franchises,  rights,  and  property 
of  the  Wakefield  Water  Company  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  said  contract  and  to  "jointly  hold  and 
operate  such  portions  thereof  as  were  necessary  for  their 
common  use,  and  separately  own  and  operate  those  por- 
tions which  were  necessary  for  their  separate  use,  pro- 
vided both  towns  should  accept  the  provisions  of  said 
chapter  within  one  year  from  its  passage.  Stoneham 


immediately  called  a  town  meeting  and  accepted  said 
act,  but  Wakefield,  after  some  delay  and  a  prolonged  dis- 
cussion, refused,  the  most  potent  objection  being  the  fact 
that  its  acceptance  worked  an  immediate  waiver  of  the 
prior  rights  of  the  town  of  Wakelield  granted  it  by  the 
tiiirteenth  section  of  the  original  act,  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made.  A  strong  feeling  was  wrought 
up  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  future 
operation  of  the  plant  in  connection  with  the  town  of 
Stoneham  were  not  sufficiently  definite,  which  had- 
material  weight  with  the  more  conservative  citizens  in 
determining  their  vote.  The  promoters  of  this  legislation 
wise)}'  provided,  however,  that  in  case  of  such  failure 
either  tow  n  might  purchase,  own,  and  operate  said  plant,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  last  section  of  that  act,  as  follows  :  — 

Six  riox  1).  [11  case  either  of  the  towns  of  Wakefield  or  St(jiie- 
hani  shall  fail  to  anept  the  foregoing  ijrovisions  oi  this  aet  within 
one  year  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  tlien  fidl  power  and  author 
ity  is  herein  granted  to  the  town  of  Wakefield  and  to  the  town  of 
.Stoneham  to  the  end  that  eitlier  may  purchase,  own,  and  operate 
the  franehise,  works,  and  other  property  of  the  Wakefield  Water 
Company,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  in  case  of  such  purchase  by 
either  of  said  towns,  all  of  the  powers  hereinbefore  granted  to  and 
all  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  imposed  upon  the  towns  of  W  ake- 
liekl  and  Stoneham,  jointly  or  separately,  in  the  event  of  the  ])ur- 
chase  by  both  in  accorilance  with  tlie  ijrovisions  of  this  act, 
are,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable,  hereby  granted  to  aiul 
imposed  upon  the  tow  11  so  purchasing.  The  boartl  of  water  com- 
missioners, of  the  town  so  purchasing  shall  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  discharge  all  the  duties  which  are  hereinbefore  granted  to  and 
imposed  upon  the  joint  board  and  the  ^eijarate  buards.  And  the 
further  authority  is  hereby  granted  to  such  town  so  purchasing 
to  supply  the  other  with  water  for  tire,  d(jmestic,  and  other  pur- 
poses, as  fully  as  the  Waketiehl  Water  (Jompaiiy  may  now  d(j. 

With  the  present  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  obtain  and  hold  control  of  quasi-public  corporations, 
it  is  probable  that,  before  many  years,  one  or  both  of  the 
towns  will  purchase  the  plant  and  works  of  the  compan\', 
which  will  carry  with  it  the  right  to  the  waters  of  both 
Crystal  and  Quannapowitt  Lakes,  a  daily  supply  of  be- 
tween five  and  si.x  million  gallons. 

The  growth  of  the  company  has  been  phenomenal. 
Contemplating  at  the  start  a  system  of  mains  of  only  six 
miles  in  length,  with  sixty  hydrants  thereon,  its  pipes  now 
lie  in  nearly  every  important  street  in  the  two  towns, 
supplying  a  large  majority  of  all  the  people  therein  with 
water  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  ex- 
tends protection  to  the  property  of  the  towns  through 
more  than  two  hundred  hydrants.  It  has  proved  a  bless- 
ing in  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  people,  and 
added  freshness  and  verdure  to  the  natural  beauties  of 
the  town.  Strong  opposition  to  it  has  been  manifested 
from  its  inception  to  the  present  time,  yet  it  has  performed 
every  chartered  obligation,  and  responded  to  the  call 
of  the  people  of  the  two  towns  in  a  prompt,  generous, 
and  satisfactory  manner.  As  time  goes  on,  the  untold 
value  of  its  water  supply  and  its  beneficent  influence  in  the 
community  will  be  discovered  and  appreciated,  and  the 
public  spirit  and  wisdom  of  those  citizens  who,  rescued, 
preserved,  and  made  available  the  waters  of  the  lakes  of 
Wakefield  for  her  own  ndiabitants  will  receive  from  a  jus- 
tice-loving people  grateful,  if  tardy,  acknowledgment. 
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NATHANIEL  EVERET'I'  CUTLER  stands  fore- 
most as  a  representative  lousiness  man  of  Wake- 
field. Mr.  Cutler  was  born  in  Burlington,  Mass.,  March 
8,  1837,  a  son  of  Deacon  (Jtis  and  Mary  (Cushing)  Cut- 
ler. On  Jan.  i,  1862,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Cheney, 
daughter  of  Moody  and  Susan  (Jackman)  Cheney,  of 
Ceorgetown,  Mass.  To  them  three  children  have  been 
born.  Fred  Everett,  born  [an.  28,  1867,  Otis  Moody,  born 
June  22,  1868,  and  Augustus  Leon,  born  Jan.  6,  1876. 

Mr.  Cutler  received  liis  early  education  in  the  district 
school  of  his  native  town;  at  the  age  of  si.\teen  lie 
entered  Thetford  Academy  at  Thetford,  Vt.,  a  flourishing 
educational  institution  of  which  Hiram  Orcutt  was  at 
that  time  the  principal.  After  a  course  of  study  cover- 
ing a  period  of  two  years,  a  strong  desire  to  enter  a 
mercantile  life  led  him  to  the  \'icinity  of  lioston,  wliere, 
on  Sept.  18,  1855,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Hastings  X: 
Lawrence,  of  East  Cam- 
bridge, a  large  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  establish- 
ment, having  a  large  ship- 
ping and  domestic  trade  in 
groceries,  flonr,  grain,  and 
coaster's  shipping  supplies. 
Here,  by  his  strict  attention 
to  the  business  entrusted  to 
his  hands,  and  by  his  faith- 
fulness to  his  employers" 
interests,  he  was  soon  placed 
in  charge  of  the  coaster's 
shipping  department,  look- 
ing after  a  branch  of  the 
firm's  business  which,  in 
those  years,  was  so  largely 
carried  on  in  that  vicinity. 

In  November,  1861,  xMr. 
Cutler  and  Charles  Hast- 
ings, of  East  Cambridge  (a 
nephew  of  Thomas  Hastings, 
senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Hastings  &  Lawrence), 
bought  out  a  store  in  West 
.Vcton,  Mass.,  and  com- 
menced business  under  the  lirm  name  of  Hastings  ^: 
Cutler,  doing  a  flourishing  business  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  July,  1873,  Mr.  Cutler  removed  to  Wakefield,  hav- 
ing purchased  the  estate  owned  and  formerly  occupied  by 
'•  Farmer''  Allen,  on  Eaton  Street,  where  he  still  resides, 
having,  during  the  years  of  his  ownership,  greatly  im- 
proved the  property.  In  the  autumn  of  1875,  having 
effected  a  lease  of  a  portion  of  the  lower  Hoor  of  the 
Wakefield  Block,  on  Main  Street,  he  commenced  fitting  it 
up  for  a  modern  grocery  and  grain  business  on  a  large 
scale.  In  the  April  following,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  David  C.  Cutler,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cutler 
Bros.,  was  opened  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped 
modern  grocery  stores  known  in  this  part  of  Massachu- 
setts.   iMve  years  later,  David  C.  Cutler,  the  junior  part- 
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ner,  retired  from  the  business  to  engage  in  the  milling 
business  with  Joseph  Cushing  iS:  Co.,  of  Filchburg,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Cutler  has  continued  the  business  alone 
unfler  the  original  lirm  name  of  Cutlei'  Bros.  In  1891, 
the  ljusiness  had  become  so  extensive  that  more  100m 
was  a  necessity.  Mr.  Cutler  purchased  the  eligible  lot 
of  land  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Water 
Streets,  and  on  this  site  erected  a  commodious  three- 
story  buiUling  with  a  floor  area  of  twenty-eight  thousand 
scpiare  feet,  into  which  he  removed  his  grocery  and  grain 
business.  (See  page  379.)  This  structure  contains  , ill  the 
modern  conveniences  for  carrying  on  his  large  and  grow- 
ing Inisiness.  The  building  is  lighted  by  an  independent 
electric  light  plant,  has  large  grain  elevators  with  storage 
capacity  of  fifty  thousand  bushels,  a  large  engine  and 
boiler  for  ht;at  and  power,  and  contains  a  large  grocery  and 

general  merchandise  stock, 
including  hay,  grain,  seeds, 
paints  and  oils,  crockery, 
luirdware,  fertilizers,  etc.  Mi". 
Cutler  has  associated  with 
him  his  sons,  Fred  E.  and  ( )[is 
M.  Cutler,  and  employs  a 
large  corps  of  assistants  and 
s.ilesmen,  and  has  a  large  cli- 
entage among  the  farmers, 
merchants,  and  citizens,  not 
onl)'  in  Wakehelcl,  but  in  all 
the  surrounding  towns,  being 
known  and  respected  for  his 
fair  dealings  and  leliahilit)'. 
He  is  an  active,  progressive 
merchant,  and  the  exxellence 
and  variety  of  his  stock 
furnishes  indisputable  e\'i- 
dence  that  he  intends  to 
keep  pace  with  the  demands 
of  the  times. 

Mr.  Cutler  has  a  dee]) 
interest  in  local  affairs,  Init 
lias  never  c.ired  to  hold  |nib- 
lic  office,  in  politics  he  is 
a  republican.  He  was  one 
of  the  charter  memliers  of 
Crystal  J^odge,  No.  34,  Ancient  Order  of  Cnited  Work- 
men, and  its  present  financier.  Has  been  a  Free  Mason 
for  over  thirty  years  ;  is  a  member  of  the  Wakefield  board 
of  trade  ;  a  contri!)uting  member  of  H.  M.  Warren  Post, 
No.  12,  (j.  A.  ;  and  lias  continuously  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  since  1872,  his  first  commission 
being  signed  by  Cov.\\'iHiam  B.  Washburn. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Universalist  Society  of 
Wakefield,  and  for  twenty-two  )'ears  has  been  the  efiicieiit 
and  respected  superintendent  of  the  Lfniversalist  Sunday 
school. 

In  the  grand  procession  of  May  28,  ••  Settlers'  Day," 
Mr.  Cutler  placed  six  teams,  representing  the  six  leading 
departments  in  his  store,  contributing  very  largely  to 
the  industrial  display  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Cutler  is 
one  of  AVakefield's  largest  indi\'idual  real  estate  owners. 
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Till'",  introduction  of  an  eloctric  streol  railway  in 
Wakulieid  and  Stoneiiam,  and  later  in  Reading,  was 
a  bold  and  iniportant  movement.  There  was  a  large 
element  of  uncertaint)'  as  to  the  success  of  the  project. 
The  initiatory  steps  were  taken  by  Col.  Charles  F.  Wood- 
ward, whose  foresigiit  and  business  acumen  and  able 
official  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Wakefield  & 
Stoneham  Street  Railway  Company  quickly  removed 
any  question  as  to  the  splendid  success  of  the  road.  The 
Wakefield  &  Stoneham  Street  Railway  Company  se- 
cured a  charter  under  date  of  May,  1892,  with  Charles 
F.  Woodward  as  president,  Daniel  G.  Walton,  treas- 
urer, and  Ezra  M.  Soutiiworth,  clerk.  Strong  capitalists 
became  interested  in  the  project,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1892  tracks  were  laid  from  the  post-olfice  in  Wakefield 
to  the  junction  of  Main  and  Elm  Streets,  Stoneham, 
over  Albion  and  Elm  Streets,  a  distance  of  about  two 
miles.  The  first  car  was  run  over  this  line  August  14, 
1892.  Soon  after,  the  Stoneham  terminus  was  extended 
to  Central  Square, 
where  connections 
were  made  with  the 
Lynn  Boston 
road  to  Melrose 
and  Woburn.  The 
following  Novem- 
ber tracks  were  laid 
from  the  center  of 
Wakefield  d  o  w  n 
Main  Street  to  the 
Melrose  line,  and 
in  tile  spring  still 
further  extended  to 
Franklin  Street, 
making  another 
connection  with  the 
Lynn  &  Roston 
road.  In  the  fall 
of  1893,  tracks 
were  laid  from  the 
Wakefield  town 
hall,  via  Water  Street,  through  Saugus,  to  the  Lynn  city 
line  at  Lynnhurst,  establishing  a  direct  connection  with 
the  city  of  Lynn.  This  line  was  opened  for  travel 
April  19,  1894. 

jVfter  much  opposition,  the  Wakefield  &  Stoneham 
Street  Railway  Company  extended  its  tracks  from  Wake- 
field Center,  via  Main  and  Lowell  Streets,  to  Reading 
Center,  which  line  was  put  in  operation  May  26,  1S94. 
A  year  later,  in  May,  1895,  another  extension  was  made 
from  Reading  to  Stoneham.  Dec.  i,  1895,  the  comple- 
tion of  an  electric  line  from  Reading  to  Billerica,  where 
connection  is  made  with  the  Lowell  electric  street  car 
system,  was  made.  The  completion  of  this  road  pro- 
vides a  direct  electric  line  between  the  great  cities  of 
Lowell  and  Lynn,  with  Wakefield  as  the  important  street 
railway  center  of  the  entire  system.  The  Reading  (.\: 
Lowell  company,  which  owns  the  line  above  mentioned, 
is  so  closely  allied  to  the  Wakefield  &  Stoneham  Street 
Railway  Company  that  their  interests  are  practically 


V/AKEFIELO  &  STONEHAM  STREET  RAILWAY. 
Cars  leaving  i  enter  of  Wakefield. 


identical.  'I'lic  rolling  stock  of  the  Wakefield  iS;  Stone- 
iiam Street  Railway  Company  is  of  modern  construction, 
of  the  latest  and  best  equipment,  and  during  tiie  winter 
the  cars  are  heated  by  electricity,  a  fact  which  the  riding 
public  fully  appreciates. 

])uring  the  early  operations  of  the  Wakefield  &  Stone- 
ham Street  J-lailway  Co.,  the  electric  motive  power  was 
purchased  of  the  Citizens'  Cas  Light  Co.  A  jjower-plant 
was  recently  built  on  Water  Street  in  Wakefield,  with 
two  pt)werful  engines  of  200  and  100  horse-power.  Tliese 
engines  furnish  power  for  three  generators,  one  150  K. 
W.  and  two  1).  62.  Another  200  liorse-]30wer  engine 
and  two  M.  1'.  100  generators  were  soon  found 
necessary  and  were  added.  There  are  four  boilers  of 
125  horse-power  each.  "J'his  station  has  a  capacity  of 
operating  twenty-five  cars.  In  1S93,  the  first  (if  the  large 
car-houses  were  built,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895,  another 
was  constructed.  These  buildings  will  house  fifty  cars. 
The  present  officers  of  the  road  are  :  President,  Charles 

F.  Woodward ;  treas- 
in  er,  James  F.  .Shaw  ; 
secretar}',  Ezra  M. 
Southworth  ;  direc- 
tors, Charles  F. 
Woodward,  James 
I"".  Sliaw,  Ezra  M. 
Southworth,  V..  1'. 
Shaw,  Daniel  G. 
Walton,  James  W. 
Grace,  and  (ieorge 
A.  ISutman.  Cohjnel 
Woodward  is  the 
elficient  g  e  n  e  r  a  1 
manager,  and  in  all 
liis  elTorts  to  place 
the  road  in  tlie  best 
possible  rank  among 
the  street  railway 
systems  of  tlie  State 
has  had  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  Hon. 
1'-.  1'.  Shaw,  of  Newburyport,  now  the  State  treasurer  of 
the  conuiionwealth,  and  his  son  James  F.  who  is  one  of  the 
brightest  young  street  railway  men  in  the  State. 

'l"he  entire  history  of  the  Wakefield  &  Stoneham  Street 
Railway  Company  furnishes  an  impressive  object  lesson 
in  modern  street  railroad  construction.  Its  projectors 
began  operation  in  a  territory  in  advance  of  any  urgent 
or  decisive  demantl  on  the  part  of  the  public,  but  this 
anticipation  of  the  jniblic  need  was  met  by  a  realization 
of  generous  patronage  from  the  very  outset.  It  is  an  in- 
teresting sight  to  see  well-filled  cars  coming  to  and  depart- 
ing from  Wakefield,  on  a  system  by  which  the  traveling 
public,  at  such  small  expense,  can  be  furnished  transporta- 
tion to  Lowell,  Lawrence,  and  Haverhill  on  the  north, 
Woburn,  Winchester,  and  Medford  on  the  west,  Lynn, 
Salem,  Beverly,  and  even  to  Gloucester,  on  the  east,  and 
to  Maiden,  Chelsea,  boston,  and  those  prosperous  mun- 
icipalities reached  by  the  West  End  Street  Railway 
system,  on  the  south. 
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^  MIDSUMMER  DAY  IN  READING, 
ENGLAND. —  Leaving  our  London  ho- 
tel in  AUIcrsgate  on  a  sunny  morning 
in  July,  at  an  early  hour  we  reached  Pad- 
dington  Station,  by  way  of  the  under- 
ground railroad,  and  took  a  train  on  the  Great  Western 
Railway  for  Reading,  passing  the  populous  suburbs  of 
the  great  metropolis,  through  smiling  villages  and  fruit- 
ful fields,  along  the  picturesque  valley  of  the  Thames, 
catching  a  ghmpse  of  the  white  walls  of  the  royal  castle 
of  Windsor,  and  the  famous  Eton  College,  we  rolled 
swiftly  over  thirty-eight  and  three  fourths  miles,  and 


comparison  of  names  in  parish  registers  with  those  of 
modern  Reading's  early  settlers,  become  satisfied  that 
some  of  the  "  first  families  "  of  our  Middlesex  tow  n  came 
from  Reading  in  England,  —  a  discovery  which  induced 
in  him  the  belief  that  the  name  of  the  new  town 
was  bestowed  by  the  stern-faced  pioneers,  in  loving 
remembrance  of  the  good  old  town  of  their  birth  and 
nurture. 

Mr.  Turner,  with  a  kindness  deeply  appreciated,  ac- 
companied us  through  the  city,  pointing  out  its  features, 
buildings,  and  institutions,  weaving  into  liis  discourse  in- 
telligent comments  and  an  historical  epitome  that  made 


READING,  ENGLAND.  -  BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  THAMES. 


found  ourselves  in  old  Reading  of  Berkshire.  We  first 
directed  our  steps  to  the  book-publishing  and  printing 
house  of  Turner  iirothers,  on  Cross  Street,  and  were 
courteously  received  by  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm, 
Mr.  Philip  H.  Turner,  between  whom  and  representa- 
tives of  the  Wakefield  Historical  Society  some  commu- 
nications had  passed,  in  connection  with  the  quarter- 
millennial  of  1894.  We  found  Mr.  Turner  to  be  a  cul- 
tured gentleman,  of  antitpiarian  tastes,  thoroughly  versed 
in  the  long  and  honorable  history  of  his  city  and  all  her 
institutions,  and  who  had,  by  patient  investigation  and 


his  presence  a  pleasure  and  his  conversation  of  \  deep 
interest.  Reading  has  a  rare  situation,  between  the 
rivers  Tliames  and  Kennet,  which  here  lind  their  con- 
fluence, and  the  outlying  scenery  is  delightful  to  the 
eye,  while  the  river  waters,  for  fishing  and  acpiatic  amuse- 
ments, are  favorite  resorts  of  the  people.  On  .  the 
Thames,  especially,  at  all  hours,  are  seen  steam  and 
electric  launches,  canoes,  shells,  and  sail-boats,  passing 
to  and  fro,  transporting  j^eisons  and  j^leasure  parties 
from  places  as  distant  as  London  on  one  side  and 
Oxford  on  the  other. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFITETH  ANNIVERSARY 


Conli^uous  to  Re;iclin^  are  Caversham,  beautiful  for 
situation,  wiiere  C.'ardinal  Wolsey  once  resided  ;  Sonning, 
with  its  ancient  ciiurch  and  treasured  memories  of  Lord 
Stowell  and  Sir  Sydney  Smith ;  Earley,  containing  the  estate 
formerly  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  IJasildon,  once  pop- 
ulous, and  still  beautiful  in  its  decline  ;  I'angbourne, 
charming  in  its  outlook  and  in  itself,  and  a  paradise  for 
anglers.  Seven  miles  south  of  Reading  is  Strathtleld- 
saye,  containing  the  splendid  monument  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Wellington,  erected  upon  the  estate  presented  to  the 
Iron  Duke  by  a  grateful  nation  and  sovereign.  The 
present  Duke  of  W^ellington  resides  upon  the  estate. 

At  Three  Mile  Cross  is  the  picturesque  village  im- 
mortalized by  Mary  Russell  Mitford,  in  "Our  Village," 
and  contains  the  handsome  villa  formerly  the  home  of 
the  charming  authoress.  Six  miles  away  is  Englefield, 
famous  for  ha\'ing  been  the  scene  of  many  battles  in  the 
old  days. 

Theale,  five  miles  awa)'  on  tlie  road  to  Hath,  is  remark- 


diiring  the   deadly   struggle   of  the 
town  suffered  all  the  hoirors  of  war 
and  was  ravaged  alternately  by  tlie  troops  (A  the  Kin 
and  Parliament. 


Stuart  period,  the 
iy  siege  and  battle, 


Here  was  fought,  April  8,  i  1 6_; 


duel 


of  renown. 

Henry  de  Essex,  for  alleged  cowardice  on  the  field  of 
battle,  was  challenged  to  mortal  combat  by  Robert  de 
Montforcl,  and  the  duel  was  fought  in  tiie  presence  of 
the  King,  Henry  II.  l^sse.\  fell,  pierced  by  se\'eral 
wounds,  and  the  monks  received  the  body  for  inter- 
ment. The  vancjuished  knight  revived,  however,  in  the 
Abbey,  recovered,  and  became  a  monk,  but  his  lands 
were  forfeited  to  the  crown. 

Reading,  in  1850,  had  a  population  of  about  20,000, 
but  now,  through  the  rapid  increase  in  manufacturing  in 
recent  years,  the  town  contains  no  less  than  70,000 
souls. 

The  ruins  of  Reading  Abl)ey  form,  perhaps,  the  most 
interesting   feature  among   the   visible    objects    of  the 

city.      Approaching  the 


ill  is^-^n 
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MARKET  PLACE  AMD  ST.  LAWRENCE'S  CHURCH, 
Reading,  England. 

able  for  its  natural  attractions,  and  for  its  wonderful  and 
magnificent  specimens  of  ancient  church  architecture. 

Henley-on-Thames  is  seven  miles  north  of  Reading, 
and  noted  for  its  beautiful  country  seats  and  villas,  as 
being  the  resort  of  fashion,  ami  the  scene  of  sports  and 
races. 

Reading  is  old  compared  with  anything  which  white 
men  can  show  in  the  New  World.  The  earliest  authentic 
record  of  the  existence  of  Reading  dates  from  the  year 
868,  though  one  historian  declares  the  town  formed  a 
part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Wessex,  under  the  Sa.xons, 
towards  the  close  of  the  fifth  centur^'.  The  derivation 
of  the  name  is  uncertain.  It  is  supposed  to  have  come 
from  the  Saxon  word  Rlica^  a  river,  or  Redi)i,  fern,  which 
grew  here  in  great  luxuriance.  Previous  to  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Conquest,  the  neighborhood  was  frequently 
the  scene  of  battles  between  the  Danes  and  Saxons,  and 


famous    ruins    from  tlie 
west,  accompanied  b)'  our 
friend,  we  passed  througii 
the  restored  gateway  near 
the     historic    church  cjf 
.St.  Lawrence,  and  stood 
within     the  consecrated 
l^recincts.      We  gazed  at 
the  i\\-deckcd  and  crum- 
bling walls,  and  traced  on 
the  greensward  the  loca- 
tion of  the  spacious  nave 
and    the    great  minster 
IranseiJt,  of   the  chancel 
and  high  altar,  of  the  lofty 
chapter-house  and  neigh- 
boring cloisters,  the  cen- 
tral tower,  the  surrounding 
walls,  and  battlemented 
gates.    From  our  elevated 
point   of   view   we  coukl 
realize     t  h  e  exceeding 
beauty   of    the  situation 
chosen  by  the  royal  founders  of  the  Abbey  nearly  seven 
centuries  ago.    Toward  the  north  and  east  was  the  majes- 
tic Thames,  flowing  toward  London  and  the  sea  through  a 
lovely  valley,  while  beyond  rose  to  wooded  heights  the 
hills  of  Oxfordshire,  their  gentle  slopes  green  with  the 
luxuriance  of  cultivated  fields,  among  which  nestled  here 
and  there  a  pleasant  English  home.    Turning  to  the  south, 
the  eye  rested  on  the  placid  river  Kennet,  and  romantic 
hills  and  vales  to  delight  an  artistic  soul ;  while  in  the 
west    appeared  the   houses   and    streets    of   the  cit\', 
and  the    ear  caught    the   continuous  murmur  of  busy, 
human   life.     Meditating  in   such  a  spot,  and  thinking 
of  the  days  when  the  grand  old  Abbey  stood  first  among 
the  lordly  cathedrals  and  monasteries  of  England,  we 
could  easily  imagine  its  gray  and  massive  walls  rising  to 
stately  heights,  with   lofty  towers,  graceful  arches,  and 
high-domed    vaults,  with   elaborate,  symbolic  carvings, 
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OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  REDDING. 


and  statues  of  saint  and  angel,  and  could  people  its  long- 
aisles  and  sounding  corridors  with  venerable  abbot, 
shaven  monk,  and  Benedictine  friar,  engaging  in  solemn 
service,  or  ministering  to  humble  devotees.  One  feels 
sad  to  reflect  there  now  remains  in  the  picturesque  pre- 
cincts only  the  evanescent  odor  of  a  former  sanctity  and 
the  dismantled  memorials  of  a  vanished  splendor. 

Guided  still  by  our  courteous  friend,  we  continued  our 
tour  about  the  city,  and  gazed  with  admiration  and  inter- 
est on  many  noble  edifices  and  monuments  in  the  old 
mother  town.  Among  these  impressive  objects  of  attrac- 
tion may  be  mentioned  the  famous  Jvcading  Grammar 
School,  of  ancient  foundation,  the  Assize  Courts,  the 
Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  the  splendid  suite  of  municipal 
buildings,  including  the  Town  Hall,  Free  Library,  and 
Reading  Room,  Museum,  and  School  of  Science  and  Art. 
There  should  also  be  named  the  Savings  Bank,  the  Post- 
Office,  Victoria  Hall,  the  Barracks,  the  Memorial  Foun- 
tain, Abbey  Hall,  the  quaint  Oracle  ; 
Gate,  the  magnificent  statue  of  Queen  ;  ,^ 
Victoria  from  Carrara  marble,  the  Jub-  .  ,. 
ilee  Gateway  to  West  Street  Hall,  the  ,  , 
Palmer  Park  and  the  Palmer  statue,  and 
the  Obelisk  in  the  market-place.  ,!.  .,  ; 

In  the  charming  Forbury  Gardens, 
formerly  a  portion  of  the  Abbey  grounds,  .  , 

but  now  a  public  park,  we  looked  upon 
the  colossal  iron  statue  of  an  enraged 
lion,  erected  to  commemorate  the  hero- 
ism and  devotion  of  Reading  soldiers  on 
the  bloody  field  of  Maiwand  in  the 
Afghan  campaign  of  1880. 

The  numerous  churches  in  Reading 
bear  testimony  to  the  religious  character 
of  her  people.    We  gazed  with  peculiar 
reverence  on  the  historic  churches  of  St. 
Mary,  St.  Lawrence,  St.  Giles,  and  Grey- 
friars,  but  also  admired  the  other  taste-  \ 
ful  and  stately  houses  of  worship  of  the       „      ,     ,  ■ 
Episcopalians,  of  the  Presbyterians,  the 
Baptists,  the  Congregationalists,  the  Roman  Catholics, 
the  Methodists,  and  the  Unitarians,  and  the  unadorned 
meeting-house  of  the  Friends  or  Quakers.     We  were  re- 
minded of  the  clays  when  John  Bunyan  and  John  W'esley 
came  to  Reading  and  preached  the  gospel  ;  and  by  the 
favor  of  Miss  Eliza  Langley,  the  present  owner,  we  stood 
in  the  hall  where  the  good  Friend,  William  J'enn,  used 
to  worship. 

Reading  has  many  industries,  prominent  among  which 
we  noted  the  world-renowned  biscuit  factory  of  Huntley 
&  Palmers,  employing  over  four  thousand  people,  the 
Royal  Seed  Establishment  of  Sutton  &  Sons,  the  tin  box 
factory  of  Huntley,  Boorne  &  Stevens,  the  construction 
works  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  several  large  brew- 
eries, and  the  "  Reading-Sauce  "  fa"ctory. 

The  water  supply  is  pumped  from  the  river  Kennet,  and 
the  works  are  owned  by  the  municipality,  (ias  light  is 
provided  for  the  city  by  a  private  corporation. 

Near  Reading  on  the  southwest,  on  the  Strathfieldsaye 
estate  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  are  the  remains  of 


Roman  Reading.  The  place  is  now  called  Silchester, 
and  here  the  Romans  built  the  city  of  Calleva,  which, 
after  centuries  of  growth,  was  destroyed,  buried,  and 
forgotten,  but  exca\'ations  in  recent  times  have  re\ealed 
the  sure  evidences  of  former  [3rosperity  and  distinction. 

x\t  the  Free  Library  we  were  pleased  to  find  Eaton's 
"  History  of  Reading,"  Massachusetts  ;  and,  examining  a 
copy  of  the  register  of  St.  Mary's  parish  during  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries,  our  eyes  were  refreshed 
by  seeing  such  old  familiar  names  as  J'oole,  Cowclrey, 
Parker,  Bachellor,  ]]rown,  Swain,  Townsend,  Hawkes, 
Taylor,  Foster,  Walker,  Marshall,  Eaton,  Davis,  Good- 
win, Pearson,  and  others,  being  the  same  revered  names 
that  were  borne  by  a  portion  of  the  early  settlers  of  Read- 
ing in  New  England,  and  still  worthily  and  widely  known 
in  the  persons  of  numerous  descendants.  We  visited  the 
suburbs  of  Reading,  riding  along  the  romantic  banks  of 
the  Thames  for  ten  miles  towards  the  west,  and  strolled 


READING  ABBEY  RUINS, 
Reading,  England. 

through  the  charming  town  of  Pangbourne,  a  typical 
English  village.  As  the  long  shadows  of  the  closing  da}' 
began  to  fall  we  returned  to  Reading,  and,  l)oarding  a 


train,  were  soon  Hying  towards  London,  after  a 
to  overHowins  with  interest  and  delight.  —  C.  W. 


day  full 
E. 


SONNET  TO  READING  ABBEY. 

I'llcir  dear,  time-hallowed  relic  of  the  centuries. 

With  gia)'  old  walls,  soft  wreathed  l)y  clinging  vine, 

l,et  nte  Icueel,  .soul-a\\ed,  at  thy  ruined  shrine, 

And  lose  this  lixing  world  in  far-off  memories 

(  )f  the  dim  past.     Let  me  see  again  the  world-lcnow  n  ghuies 

( )f  thy  fretted  vaults,  and  the  long  line  , 

<  )f  mitred  abbots.    In  thy  halls  the  gleaming  wine 

\\'as  poured  for  kingly  guests  in  rich  festivities, 

So  splendid  was  thy  greatness.    Now  all  has  passed  away 

.Save  these  few  stones,  near  which  the  Thames  doth  stately  glide. 

(lone  are  tliy  black-robed  monks  with  cowlcil  heatls,  gone  is  thy  (hiy 

(  )f  gr.uuleur.     \'et  >lill  the  truths  thou  stoodust  for  must  aliide, 

To  make  us  stronger,  nobler;  and  so  [  feel,  al  last, 

'I'hat  a  precious  blessing  lingers  in  these  ruiiis  (jf  the  past. 
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DR.  JOHN  HART. 

BACON  says,  "  Out  of  monuments,  nnmes,  words, 
proverbs,  traditions,  private  recordes,  and  evidences, 
fragments  of  stories,  passages  of  bookes,  and  the  like, 
we  doe  save  and  recover  somewhat  from  the  deluge  of 
time." 

It  is  now  sixty  years  since  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
at  a  ripe  old  age,  having  lived  his  life  worthily,  beloved 
by  his  family,  honored  and  revered  by  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  passed  into  the  larger  life  beyond  ;  and  the  task 
has  fallen  to  one  of  his  descendants,  who  never  knew  him 
but  by  tradition,  to  cull  from  his  life  or  history  some- 
thing hitherto  unpublished  ;  in  other  words,  "  to  save 
and  recover  somewhat  from  the  deluge  of  time." 

Environment  does  much  for  a  man  ;  ancestry,  perhaps, 
does  more.  There  is  much  of  truth  in  the  familiar 
words,  "  Blood  will  tell,"  ^md  Dr.  Hart  carried  in  his 
veins  blood  of  a  most  honorable  ancestry.  His  father, 
a  lawyer  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  was  descended  from  Thomas 
and  Alice  Hart,  who  were  in  Ipswich  as  early  as  1641. 
Thomas  Hart  was  selectman  in  1643.  ^^'^  ^on,  Lieut. 
Thomas  Hart,  was  representative  in  1693  and  1694; 
was  also  a  selectman.  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Hart,  son  of 
the  last-named  Thomas  Hart,  and  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
John  Hart,  married  Sarah  Rust,  of  Ipswich.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Rust,  the  "  Olover,"  from  whom 
was  descended  the  well-known  jurist,  Rufus  Choate. 

Dr.  Hart,  on  his  mother's  line,  could  trace  his  ances- 
try back  to  many  well-known  families  in  the  early  annals 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  His  emigrant  ances- 
tor, Isaac  Morrill,  of  Roxbury,  was  also  the  ancestor  of 
Gen.  Joseph  Warren,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Dr.  Hart's 
great-grandfather,  Dea.  Nathaniel  Knowlton,  of  Ipswich, 
was  great-grandfather  to  Col.  Thomas  Knowlton,  "a 
brave  Revolutionary  soldier,"  and  was  also  the  ancestor 
of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  late 
Civil  War. 

Dr.  John  Hart  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Oct.  23, 
175 1.  His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Knowlton) 
Hart. 

Of  his  boyhood  we  know  but  little.  That  he  was 
precocious,  and  very  early  marked  out  for  himself  his 
life  work,  is  evidenced  by  his  studies  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen with  Dr.  John  CalilT,  an  English  physician,  who  had 
settled  in  Ipswich.  At  the  age  of  nineteen.  Dr.  Hart 
was  considered  competent  to  commence  the  practise  of 
medicine,  and  accordingly  located  at  Georgetown,  now 
Bath,  Me. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  re- 
turned to  Ipswich.  He  was  at  this  time  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year.  He  received  a  commission  as  surgeon  in 
the  army,  and  for  the  following  nine  years  his  life  was 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country  in  this  capacity, 
both  on  the  field  and  in  duty  at  West  Point. 

Dr.  Hart  married  Mary  Gould,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Abraham  and  Mary  (Flowers)  Gould,  of  Stoneham, 
Mass.,  Dec.  2S,  1778.  They  had  nine  children.  Of 
these,  six  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  de- 
scendants of  three  are  living  to-day. 

For  nearly,  if   not   quite,  sixty-five  years,   Dr.  Hart 


practised  his  profession,  h'or  more  than  fifty  years  he 
was  a  well-known  and  esteemed  physician  in  that  part 
of  Reading  which  is  now  Wakefield,  Mass.,  his  practise 
being  widely  extended. 

Fie  was  much  interested  in  all  public  matters,  politi- 
cal, local,  or  general.  He  was  elected  eight  times  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  five  times  to  the 
Senate  of  Massachusetts.  1  fe  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  of  the  cjuorum,  and  also  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, was  school  committee  and  selectman  of  the  town 
of  Reading.    He  died  April  27,  1836. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  Hon.  Edward  E\  erett 
to  Dr.  Thaddeus  Spaulding,  on  the  occasion  of  Dr. 
Hart's  death,  is  now  published  for  the  first  time  :  — 

ChakMvS luWN,  Ma^s.,  May  10,  iM;/). 
Di  ijr  Sir  : —  I  this  day  received  the  paper  you  were  g(jod  eiiinigh 
to  send  me,  containing  the  uliituary  notice  of  tlie  late  Neneralile 
I  )r.  Hart.  When  I  lirsl  saw  the  li<nngs  of  liis  tleatli  in  the  jjapers, 
I  ])urposed  taking  an  early  (ip|)(irtniiily  to  write  you  a  few  lines, 
e.\])ressi\e  of  the  higli  respect  enlerl. lined  l)y  nie  fur  llie  memory 
of  this  most  worthy  citi/en,  ]).it rii  it,  and  Christian.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  sending  me  the  jjaper  which  contains  the  iiUer- 
esting  sketch  of  his  life  and  character,  which  I  shall  carefully  pre- 
serve. 

'I'he  decease  of  a  man  like  your  respected  father-in-law  is  alw.iys 
an  event  calculated  to  ]iroduce  feelings  (jf  a  solemn  cast.  We  re- 
gard it  as  the  falling  of  one  of  the  pillars  of  society.  When  we 
lose  from  among  us  a  character,  rich  in  all  the  stores  of  experience 
and  observation,  which  has  l)een  fornietl  in  the  course  of  a  long 
life,  passed  in  the  intelligent  discliarge  of  duty,  —  often  in  trying 
times,  —  in  a  faithfid  adherence  to  principle,  and  in  an  habitual  ref- 
erence to  the  great  reciMiipense  of  reward,  —  we  feel  as  if  a  chasm 
were  created  nijt  soon  nor  easily  to  be  supplied.  What  shall  make 
up  to  us,  we  are  ready  to  e.xclaini,  the  want  of  his  salutary  inllu- 
ence,  his  steady  e.xaniple,  his  |)owerfid  testimony  to  all  that  is 
good  and  true  It  is  prcjper  that  survi\ors  should  be  thus  ten- 
derly altected  at  the  dejjarture  of  a  good  man,  otherwise  a  jjart  uf 
the  divine  purpose  in  removing  him  would  be  frustrated. 

but  I  think,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  and  all  the  fiiends  of  l)r. 
Hart  have  much  ground  of  thankfidness,  even  while  you  sorn.AV  at 
his  tomb.  His  life  was  |5rotracted  considerably  beyond  the  usual 
term.  It  was  |)assed  in  usefulness,  in  tlie  patriotic  service  of  the 
country,  in  the  acti\e  and  successful  discharge  of  private  tluty  ;  it 
was  crowned  with  resjject  and  honor;  it  was  filled  up  with  mercies, 
and  has  left  a  precious  remembr.uice.  .\l)o\e  all,  you  have  good 
reason  to  cherish  the  humble  hope  that,  while  our  lamented  and 
revered  friend  was  conscientiously  performing  the  work  of  this  life, 
he  was  awake  to  the  immeasurably  greater  concerns  of  that  which 
is  to  come,  ani,l  secured  ,ni  interest  which  lie  has  gone  to  enjuy,  in 
that  sab.ition  which  is  in  I,  hrist  Jesus. 

With  such  a  cheerful  asstuance,  my  dear  sir,  you  cannot  regret 
his  tleparlure,  ft)r  his  sake.  He  will  not  come  back  to  you;  let  us 
hope,  b)'  di\ine  grace,  that  we  may  go  where  he  is. 

Allow  me  to  repeat  the  assurance  nf  the  high  regard  I  ha\e 
ever  entertained  for  the  character  of  Dr.  Hart,  and  so  tender  you 
my  sincere  and  resijectfid  sympathy. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

i:i)WAKI)  l-A'KKKTT. 

Dr.  Hart  was  ever  interested  in  all  that  "  made  for  right- 
eousness," though  he  never  publicly  professed  religion. 
One  sentence,  quaintly  expressed,  from  a  letter  written 
by  Dr.  Thaddeus  Spaulding,  after  Dr.  Hart's  death,  and 
having  reference  to  Dr.  Hart's  religious  feelings  at  the 
last,  may  be  appropriately  cpioted  here.  Dr.  Spaulding 
says,  "  Mr.  Emerson  "  ( Re\'.  Retiben)  "told  me  he  had 
comfortable  evidence  of  his  union  to  Christ." 
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FIRE  DEPARTHENTS. 

Till!  equipment  of  a  iiUKlern  lire  department  bears  little 
resemblance  to  the  fire  apparatus  of  early  times.  The 
clay  of  hand  engines  in  large  towns  and  cities  has 
passed  into  oblivion,  being  succeeded  by  powerful  steam 
fire  engines,  hose  wagons,   chemical  engines  of  great 
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EDWARD  C.  NICHOLS, 
Cliief  Kiigineer,  Reading  I'irc  Department. 

Edward  C.  Nichols,  chief  engineer  of  the  Reading  Fire  Depart- 
ment, was  born  in  Roxbury,  ^fass.,  Jan.  20,  1S32.  Coming  to  Read- 
ing when  two  years  of  age,  lie  received  his  education  in  the  piiljlic 
schools.  lie  early  learned  to  make  shoes,  but  soon  tnrneil  his 
attention  to  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  has  since  followed.  In 
1859-60,  he  \va>  in  Xew  (  )rlcan-.,  where  he  assisted  in  building  the 
Lane  Cotton  .Mill,  aiul  Mil)se(|ueiitly  was  engaged  in  erecting  a  light- 
house off  the  east  coast  of  hhiritla.  He  joined  the  Reading  Fire 
I)ei)artment  in  1S73,  being  appointed  engineer,  and  has  served  on 
the  board  to  the  present  time.  I  le  has  ser\'ecl  as  chief  engineer  since 
1S84.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  nienibei-  of  tlie  Reading  lioard  of  Water 
Commissioners,  being  fir>.t  elected  in  1S92,  and  was  later  reelected 
without  a  dis>enting  vote,  lie  is  a  niemljer  of  the  Xew  luigl.md 
Water  Works  .Vssociatio'n. 


power,  and  hook  and  ladder  trucks  of  large  and  elaborate 
construction,  supported  by  a  general  system  of  fire  hy- 
drants and  fire  alarms.  'J"he  present  generation  believe 
in  prompt  and  efficient  action  with  modern  devices. 
Thus  are  fires  extinguished  in  their  incipiency,  preventing 
generally  anything  tending  toward  a  confiagration. 

READING  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  was  any  fire  engine  in  Reading 
previous  to  about  1S13,  and  the  presumption  is  that 
whole  reliance  in  protection  against  fires  was  placed 
in  buckets  of  water  kept  by  the  individual  property 
owners.  J'etween  the  above  year  and  181 5  a  hand 
engine,  known  as  "Union  No.  i,"  was  purchased  by  the 
contributions  of  citizens  who  desired  to  be  exempt  from 


military  diit)'.  Membership  in  a  lire  company  b)-  l.iw  ex- 
emptetl  one  from  this  duty.  .As  liie  iiieiubershi |)  of  (ire 
companies  under  this  law  was  limited  to  thiit)-fi\e,  it  is 
said  that  rigiits  of  membership  were  often  sold  at  fancy 
prices  to  those  who  h.id  especial  desire  to  be  exempt 
from  military  duty. 

It  is  thus  noticed  that  tiie  organi/.ation  of  the  first  lire 
company  in  Reading  was  not  entirely  dtie  to  a  general 
desire  for  better  fire  protection. 

In  1825,  "  Engine  No.  2  "was  purchased  under  similar 
conditions.  The  membership  was  made  up  of  citizens 
residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  IJarnard's  hotel.  This 
engine  was  last  used  when  the  hotel  was  burned,  April 
18,  1867.  The  first  captain  was  Nathaniel  ISatchelder, 
Jr. ;  its  last  captain  was  Hiram  IJatchelder,  chosen  in  1853. 

Another  progressive  step  was  taken  in  1836,  when  the 
citizens  purchased  an  engine  from  C'harlestow  n,  which 
was  renamed  "Washington  No.  3."  I'riv.tte  contributions 
aided  in  enlarging  the  old  town  well  near  the  Common, 
as  a  i"eser\'oir  supply  for  this  engine. 

The  first  movement  toward  the  formation  of  a  town 
fire  department  occurred  in  1853,  after  two  severe  and 
several  smaller  files  had  shown  the  great  need  of  better 
fire  protection.  A  town  meeting  was  called,  when  it  was 
voted  to  purchase  an  engine,  a  quantity  of  hose,  and  to 


WILLIAM  L.  CROWE, 
J^ngineer,  Reading  I'ire  Department. 

Wil  l, 1AM  !,.  Ckowk,  engineer  of  the  Reading  Fire  Department, 
was  born  in  Halifax,  N.  S.,  March  10,  1,827.  ^^'^  came  to  IJoston  in 
1847,  and  worked  at  1^.  C!.  Cook's  organ  factory,  and  to  Reading  a 
year  later,  through  the  infliience  of  .Samuel  I'ierce.  For  twenty 
years  he  worked  at  cabinet-making  in  Ilarnden's  old  mill,  and  is 
now  serving  as  janitor  at  the  Reading  Athletic  Club's  chib-hoiise. 
Mr.  Crowe  joined  the  Reading  I'ire  Dei)artment  in  l8^j,  being 
attached  to  the  oUl  "  l-",agle  "  engine,  and  lias  been  a  member  of  the 
department  since  that  time  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  which  he 
served  as  a  member  of  Cu.  C,  1  5th  .Massachusetts  Regiment,  in  the 
<  'ivil  War.  k'nr  fmii  teen  ye.iis  he  was  foreman  of  the  I'iagle  Company, 
,md  has  also  ser\ eil  fourteen  years  as  engineer  of  ihe  department 
.Mr.  Crowe  is  the  oidy  man  now  in  the  department  who  was  a 
member  at  its  organization  in  185J. 
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EAGLE  ENGINE  NO,  4, 
■  '      ■  Reading,  '  , '  ■  ■ 

build  an  engine  iiouse.    On  June  6,  1853,  a  company  wa.s 
organized,  and  a  new  engine  purchased.    'I'his  engine 
was    known    as    "Eagle    No.  4." 
'I"he   first  foreman   was  Natlianiel 

Vaughan,  a  stalwart  fire  fighter  who  ;  ■ 

had  served  in  the  Roston  depart- 
ment. The  "  Eagle  "  arrived  in 
Reading  October  29,  and  its  advent 
was  the  occasion  of  a  great  jollifica- 
tion, including  a  parade,  banquet, 
and  dance. 

In  1869,  another  engine,  the 
"Hancock  No.  i,"  was  purchased 
of  Charlestown,  and  was  stationed 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  taking 
the  place  of  "  Union  No.  i,"  which 
was  taken  out  of  commission.  In 
1874,  an  engine  house  was  built  for 
this  engine. 

Up  to  1854,  a  fire  ward,  annually 
chosen  by  the  town,  had  charge  of 
fire  matters,  but  in  April  of  that 
year,  acting  under  a  new  law,  a  fire 
department  was  formally  established 

under  the  charge  of  a  board  of  fire  engineers.  Down  to 
1870,  there  were  few  changes  concerning  the  department 


which  deserve  historical  recognition  in  this  volume. 
A  hook  and  ladder  truck  had  been  added  to  the  fire 
equipment.  In  the  schedule  of  town  property  for 
that  year  we  find  tiie  following  interesting  values 
placed  on  Reading's  fire  apparatus:  "Eagle"  lire 
engine,  $r,ooo,  house,  $t,^o  ■  "  Wasidngton  "  lire 
engine,  $200,  house,  ^40;  "Union"  hre  engine, 
$50;  "Hancock"  fire  engine,  ^.350,  house,  #.150; 
hook  and  ladder  carriage,  $-[oo,  house,  58o.  Total, 
$2,620. 

In  1872,  a  hose  carriage  was  bought  and  attached 
to  the  "  Hancock  "  engine.  On  the  ever-memorable 
9th  of  November,  1872,  at  about  9.30  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  word  was  received  in  Reading  from  the  chief 
of  Boston's  department :  "  Please  send  us  all  the  fire 
engines  you  can  spare."  Who  fails  to  remember  tlie  great 
Boston  fire  of  1872.?    "Eagle  No.  4"  and  the  valiant 


HANCOCK  ENGINE  NO,  2, 
Rculiivj, 


STEAMER  COMPANY  NO,  1, 
Reading  Fire  Department. 

firemen  of  the  town  were  taken  to  lioston  by  special  train, 
and  were  on  duty  until  1 1  oVlock  on  .Sunday  following. 
.V  cash  present  of  $ioo  to  the  company  attested 
to  the  good  work  done  on  this  occasion. 

In  1873,  the  "  Washington  Engine  No.  3  "  and 
the  "  Union  Engine  No.  1  "  were  put  in  commission 
in  charge  of  volunteer  companies.  The  following 
year  a  two-story  engine  house  was  built  on  Woburn 
Street  for  the  "Hancock  Engine  Co.  No.  2." 

Only  minor  changes  occurred  for  another  ten 
years.  In  18S3,  a  one-third  size  Button  steam  fire 
engine,  one-horse  hose  carriage,  1,050  feet  of  cotton, 
rubber-lined  hose,  and  twelve  Johnson  pumps  were 
purchased.  The  new  steamer,  still  in  commission, 
has  a  pumping  capacity  of  500  gallons  of  water  per 
minute.  The  year  following,  1,050  feet  more  new 
hose  was  purchased.  The  I^agle  "  engine  was  put 
out  of  commission  soon  after  acquiring  the  steamer. 
The  year  1887  saw  the  introduction  of  an  electric 
lire-alarm  striker  with  two  alarm  boxes.  This 
system  has  been  gradually  extended  from  year  to 
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year,  and  the  sysiem  at  present  includes  the 
following  boxes  :  — 

S.    Congregational  Church. 
13.    Corner  Ash  and  .\\un  Streets. 
15.    Corner  Walnut   Street   anil   Summer  Avenue, 

Hill  haul.  ^ 
Depot,  opposite  Ihush  Factory.  f- 
Mineral  Street,  opposite  \\' alter  S.  Parker's. 
Near  corner  King  and  Prospect,  opposite  Fred 

D.  Sperry's. 
Hancock  I'aigine  House,  Woburn  Street. 
West  Street,  opposite  J.  1  )e\\  hurst's. 
Lowell    Street,     near     Massachusetts  Kuhber 

Company's  Works. 
Corner  Locust  and  liancroft  Avenue. 
Main  Street,  cor.  Locust. 
Main  Street,  opposite  Brooks  Nichols's. 
Corner  John  and  I'arker  Streets. 
Corner  Salem  and  Spring  Streets. 
Corner  Haverhill  and  Charles  Streets. 
Reading  Rubber  Company's  Puilding. . 
Lyceum  Hail,  (.'enter. 

With  the  introduction  of  a  water  supply  system  in 
Reading  in  1890,  eighty  hydrants  were  located  in  various 
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HANCOCK  HOSE  COMPANY  NO.  2, 
Reading  ['ire  Depannient. 

new  brick  ])uildiiig  on  I'leasant  Street,  for  tuwn  othces 
and  for  the  lire  department,  the  steamer,  hose  carriage, 

supply  wagon,  and 
hook  and  ladtler  truck 
were  hjcated  in  their 
new  quarters.  i'he 
also  pur- 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  NO.  1  (OLD  TRUCK), 
]^eacJing  Fire  Department. 


town  lias 
chased  a  new  h(jok 
and  ladder  truck,  and 
accompan)'ing  this 
sketch  is  gi\  en  an  ex- 
cellent ilkistrati(jn  of 
the  old  as  well  as  the 
new  hook  and  ladder 
apparatus.  The  old 
"  Ilancock  "  engine 
was  later  sold  to  the 
Somer\'ilie  X'eteran 
T'irenien's  Assncia- 
Uon.    'i'he  lire  depart- 


parts  of  the  town,  for  the  use  of  the  fire  department.  In  ment  to-day  is  in  splendid  condition.  In  1894,  the  board 
1892,  a  Somerville  extension  ladder  was  added  to  tlie  of  engineers  consisted  of  Messrs.  F.  C.  Nichols,  chief, 
department.  In  1893,  • 
a  new  hose  wagon 
replaced  the  "  Han- 
cock "  engine.  A  vol- 
unteer hose  company 
was  this  year  organ- 
ized in  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  to  man 
the  old  hose  carriage 
of  the  "  Hancock  "  en- 
gine. Another  volun- 
teer company  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town 
bought  the  "  Foun- 
tain "  engine  from 
Wakefield  parties,  and 
the   town  purchased 

hose  for  its  use.    Ihe  hook  and  ladder  company  no.  1  (new  truck), 

town  having  erected  a  Reading  l-ire  Department. 
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William  L.  Crowe,  and  V.  G.  Nichols,  clerk.  The  chief 
engineers  since  the  organization  of  tiie  department  have 
been  :  Benj.  M.  Boyce,  1854-61  ;  Nathan  Carter,  1862- 
63  ;  John  Clifford,  1864  ;  Daniel  Creesey,  1865  ;  C.  D. 


W.  S.  PARKER  HOSE  NO.  1, 
ke.idiiig  Fire  Dep.^rtnient. 

Brown,  1866  -67  (died  in  otfice)  ;  James  McKay,  1868- 
71  ;  William  H.  Temple,  1872  ;  Charles  H.  Lang,  1873- 
81;  E.  C.  Nichols,  1882;  George  H.  Parker,  1883; 
E.  C.  Nichols,  1884-94. 

The  officers  of  the  various  companies  are  :  — 

"  Steamer  Co.  No.  i  "  :  C.  H.  Stinchfield,  captain  ; 
Henry  Damon,  lieutenant  ;  John  J.  Shannon,  clerk  ; 
Cyrus  Iv.  Littlefield,  steward  ;  Leonard  T.  Eames,  engi- 
neer ;  Ora  L.  Milbury,  assistant  engineer. 

"  Hancock  Hose  No.  2  "  :   W.  A.  Bancroft,  captain  ; 
H.   E.  IMclntire,  lieutenant ;  C.  C.  I^.ichard- 
son,  clerk;  William  H.  Bancroft,  steward. 

"Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  i  ":  F.  H. 
Shattuck,  captain  ;  E.  H.  Crowe,  lieuten- 
ant ;  W.  R.  Zwicker,  clerk;  William  O.  Mil- 
bury,  steward. 

"  W.  S.  Parker  Hose  No.  i  "  (Volunteer  — 
Old  "  Hancock  "  hose  carriage)  :  Stephen 
Harrow,  captain  ;  f.aton  W.  Bryant,  lieuten- 
ant ;  John  Cummings,  clerk;  Stephen  Harrow, 
Jr.,  steward. 

"  >rain  Street  Plose  Company"  (Volun- 
teer —  Old  "  Fountain  "  engine)  :  Alvah 
Nichols,  captain  ;  Chester  Pratt,  lieutenant ; 
Webster  Eames,  lieutenant ;  George  Putnam, 
clerk. 


The  "History  of  Middlesex  County  "  has  the  follow- 
ing pertinent  words  concerning  the  next  fire  engine  : — ■ 

"Al  lengtli  the  tiiwn  L;rc\v  wiser,  rii  Iilt, 
I'rocurctt  .1  tul)  nf  faniL-  ; 
A  struni;,  (.l.uk,  homely,  savage  creature  — 
'  IlLiel^  1  lawk  '  its  |)r(i])er  name." 

For  some  t\vent)'-six  years  this  "  tub  "  was 
a  conspicuous  piece  of  fire  apparatus.  The 
"  Black  Hawk  "  was  kept  in  the  basement  of 
tile  old  town  hall,  and  was  manned  by  sturdy 
\'olunteers.  As  the  historian  triulifully  says  : 
"  By  many  deeds  of  usefulness  and  daring, 
in  spite  of  its  unlovely  appearance,  it  piinipril 
its  way  to  fame  ami  hnnt)i'." 

It  was  in  1852  tiiat  the  "  Plack  Hawk" 
went  into  retirement,  and  the  "  \'ale  Engine 
No.  I  "  came  upon  the  scene.  This  engine 
was  a  fine,  new,  di)ul)le-decker  hand  engine, 
with  rosewocxl  finish  and  polished  bi'ass  trim- 
mings, and  its  name  was  gi\en  in  honor  of 
Barrage  Yale,  Esq.,  a  citizen  and  a  local  tin 
manufacturer,  who  made  a  generous  gift  to 
the  company. 

Down  to  1882,  the  old  "  Yale  "  was  much 
in  evidence.  Its  efforts  were  al)ly  seconded  in  the  later 
years  of  its  usefulness  by  a  well-etpiipped  hook  and 
ladder  company,  several  volunteer  companies,  and  later  a 
chemical  engine.  L'p  to  this  tin.ie  the  chief  reliance  for 
water  was  from  the  two  lakes  in  tlie  center  of  the  town, 
and  a  niunber  of  widely  scattered  reservoirs. 

In  1882,  the  town  wisely  took  a  progressive  step  in 
the  purchase  of  a  new  fire  steamer  of  Silsby  i)attern. 
'Phis  engine  was  named  the  "  Lucius  iJeebe,'"  in  honor  of 
an  esteemed  citizen.    iV   supply   wagon   was  also  pur- 


WAKEFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTHENT. 

The  first  fire  engine  purchased  in  Wake- 
field was  put  in  commission  early  in  the 
present  century,  and  was  known    as  the 
"  Republican  Extinguisher."    It  was  housed  in  a  small 
building  that  stood  in  the  ancient  burial-ground,  a  short 
distance  easterly  from  the  present  Congregational  church 
edifice.    For  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  did  ambitious  duty. 


MAIN  STREET  HOSE, 
Re.'iding  Fire  Dep.Trltueiu. 

chased.  The  \\'akefield  Water  Company  had  this  same 
year  laid  its  pipes  through  the  streets  of  the  town,  and 
a    contract    was    made    with    the  for  sixty-live 

hydrants  for  tire  purposes.    'I'he   number  of  hydrants 
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now  witliin  the  town  limits  is  one  hundred  and  sixteen. 
The  year  1882  was  an  important  one  in  the  history  of 
fire  protection.  A  volunteer  organization,  known  as  the 
Home  Fire  Protective  Association,  was  perfected,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Rufus  Kendrick,  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  timely  use  of  small  appliances  for  fire  fight- 
ing. A  more  comprehensi\'e  sketch  of  this  association 
and  its  later  and  valuable  services  will  be  found  on  sub- 
sequent pages  of  this  article. 

In  1883,  a  Lowrey  hydrant  was  located  on  Main 
Street,  at  the  head  of  Lincohr  Street,  for  additional  fire 
protection  to  the  town  hall  and  other  large  buildings  in 
this  locality. 


LEVI  FLANDERS, 
Chief  Kngiiieer,  Waketiehl  t  ire  Deii.irtnieut. 

Lkvi  Kla\1ii;us,  chief  engineer  of  the  Wakefield  J'  ire  I  )e])art- 
ment,  was  Ixjni  in  South  Reading,  August  2,  1S59.  In  iSyy,  he  was 
elected  a  nienil)er  of  the  Fountain  I'lngine  Company,  a  volunteer 
organization,  and  later  and  now  known  as  the  Voliniteer  Hose 
Company.  I le  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  steamer  company, 
when  the  "  Lucius  Heebe  "  was  first  put  in  service  in  Waketield, 
May  5,  1S82.  In  1SS3,  Mr.  Flanders  was  elected  assistant  foreman  of 
the  steamer  company,  and  in  iSSS,  was  elected  captain.  lie  was 
appointed  on  the  Hoard  of  F.ngineers,  in  May,  1890,  and  May  i, 
1892,  was  chosen  chief,  which  ottice  he  still  holds. 


In  1884,  an  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  sell  the 
old  "  Yale  "  engine,  but  subsequent  events  have  shown  that 
perhaps  the  non-success  of  the  movement  was  a  happy 
incident.  A  Veteran  Fireman's  .Association  has  been 
formed,  within  a  few  years,  and  the  town  has  presented 
them  with  the  "  Yale  "  engine,  with  the  condition  that  it 
shall  be  returned  to  the  town  whenever  the  veteran  or- 
ganization shall  cease  to  exist. 

In  1886,  a  hose  company  was  established  at  Greenwood, 
the  members  serving  without  pay.  This  year  eighteen 
more  fire  hydrants  were  added,  bringing  the  total  number 
to  seventy-eight.  Under  statute  act,  forest  fire  wardens 
were  this  year  chosen,  who  render  especially  valuable 


HORACE  W.  DALRYMPLE, 
Engineer,  W.^kelield  Tire  Department. 

1I()RA<  !•;  M.  1  )ALl;\M  n  I,,  engineer  of  ihu  W.ikL'fiekl  Fire  Depart- 
ment, was  born  iir  Giaflun,  Mass.,  Jul)  12,  1S50.  lie  came  to 
Wakefield  in  January,  iSSo,  entering  ami  continuing  in  the  employ 
of  the  Wakefield  Rattan  (Umpany  tcj  the  present  time.  Ills  tirst 
service  in  the  tlepartment  was  as  member  and  foreman  of  tlie  Wash- 
ington Hook  and  i^adder  Company.  He  has  servetl  ten  years  on 
the  board  of  engineers,  five  years  of  which  he  hekl  the  position  of 
chief  engineer. 


\ 


WILLLIAM  E.  CADE, 
Engineer,  W.ikelield  hire  Department. 

Wn.Ll.VM  v..  Caiu;,  engineer  of  the  Wakefield  Fire  Department, 
was  born  in  Cambridge,  Feb.  15,  1859.  In  1S85,  he  came  to  Wake- 
field, entering  the  emjjloy  of  the  Henry  F.  Miller  \:  Sons  I'iano 
Company.  He  still  continues  in  their  employ.  While  at  Cambritlge 
he  was  connected  with  the  lire  department  of  tliat  city.  The  day 
he  removed  to  Wakefield,  lie  joined  the  l''oniUain  F.ilgine  Company, 
and  continued  a  member  of  this  company  until  1S92,  when  he  wa.s 
appointed  engineer.     Mr.  Cade  is  clerk  of  the  board, 
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JAM1<:S    WALLACE    CRACE,   llic   .subject   of  this 
sketcli,  was  born  in  liinningham,  Rcnn.,  a  suburb  of 
Pittsbur^^  M:iy  lo,  1851,  being  forty-three  years  of  age  on 
the  occasion  of  tlie  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  celebration  of 
ancient  Redding.    His  early  days  brought  to  him  many  of 
the  vicissitudes  of  life.    His  father  was  William  Grace,  and 
his  mother  Sarah  Ellen  Mann  (Maunder)  Grace.  They 
went  west  from  ]!oston  about  1850,  by  stage  and  canal- 
boat,  to   Pittsburg,  where  his  father  entered  into  the 
manufacture  of  glass,  and  died  two  months  before  the 
birth  of  his  son.    When  two  years  of  age,  his  home  was 
transferred  to  Cincinnati,  where  the  man  of  to-day  was 
educated  in  the  ccjmmon  schools  of  that  city.  Complet- 
ing his  studies  here,  he  entered  Jialdwin  University,  at 
IJerea,  Ohio,  a  college  located  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Cleveland.     As  the  great  Civil  War  was  nearing  its  end, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
with   his   mother,    went  by 
boat  down  the  river  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.     The  banks  of 
the    Cumberland    River  at 
this  time  were  infected  with 
"  Bushwhackers,"  and  there 
was  great  risk  to  passengers. 
The  decks  of  the  boat  on 
which  young  Grace  was  a 
passenger  were  protected  by 
bales  of  cotton,  and  the  pilot- 
house was  kept  bullet-proof 
by  parts  of  boiler  iron  set 
upright.     The  next  \'ear  was 
spent    in    Nashville,  where 
the  effects  of  the  Rebellion 
upon    the   South  could  be 
seen.      Nashville,    at  this 
time,  was  imder  martial  law, 
and  all  persons  were  ordered 
to  keep  within  their  homes 
from    sundown    to  sunrise. 
jNLmy  were  the  murders  of 
both  Union  and  Confederate 
soldiers    and    sympathizers.      -  -■ 
Mr.  Grace,  who  was  at  this 
time  about  lifteen  years  of 
age,  recalls  that  he  was  persecuted  by  older  boys  who 
had  a  wicked  habit  of  stoning  and  throwing  eggs  at  the 
small  "  Northern  Yank."    This  persecution  led  the  lad 
to  beseech  his  mother  to  again  return  North,  which  was 
soon  done,  the  family  removing  back  to  Cincinnati.  Mr. 
Grace  brought  North  many  mementos  and  relics  of  the 
war,  some  of  which  he  personally  picked  up  from  the 
field  after  the  battle  of  Nashville.    Mr.  Grace  can  trace 
his  ancestry  back  on  his  mother's  side  several  genera- 
tions.   His  Great-grandfather  Maunder  was  born  on  the 
Isle  of  Man  on  the  English  coast.    H^served  in  General 
Glover's  regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.    He  en- 
listed from  Gloucester,  and  but  for  an  accident  on  the 
road,  his  regiment  would  have  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Punker  Hill.    Me  married  .Margaret  Sutton,  an  orphan 
who  had  been  adopted  by  the  Phillips  family,  who  owned 


JAMES  WALLACE  GRACE 


Phillips  Peach,  now  a  great  siunmer  resort.  Other 
ancestors  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  one  who  was 
aboard  a  privateer  was  capturetl  and  confined  in  tlie 
citadel  at  Halifax. 

At  the  age  of  nearly  sixteen  years,  Mr.  Grace  became 
a  clerk  in  a  general  hardware  store  at  Perea,  Ohio,  where 
he  had  been  at  school.  While  here,  his  motlier  was 
taken  from  him  by  death,  and  he  went  to  make  his  htjnie 
with  an  uncle.  A  year  later  he  came  to  lioston,  where 
for  four  )'ears  he  found  employment.  He  next  went  to 
Warwick,  Mass.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Capt. 
Arlon  S.  Atherton  in  a  general  country  store.  After  three 
years'  residence  in  Warwick,  Captain  Atherton  sold  out 
and  came  to  Wakefield,  where  he  purchased  a  grocery 
store.  Mr.  (jrace  came  with  him,  and  for  the  past  sixteen 
years  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  good  town  of  Wake- 
field. Leaving  Mr.  Ather- 
„  ■       '  .  •    ,       ton's    employ,    Mr.  Grace 

:  ;  .'     '  accepted  a  position  with  the 

old  and  reputable  firm  of 
S.  F.  Littlefield  &  Co.,  hard- 
.  ware  and  stove  merchants, 

on  Albion  Street,  in  whose 
service    he    has    since  re- 
mained.     On     August  4, 
1880,     he     niarrietl  Miss 
Adelia      Jane  Littlefield, 
daughter    of    his  employer. 
'Phey    have     two  clultlren, 
Ethel  Alice,  born  June  25, 
18S1,  and  ^\■llliam  Wallace, 
!      born  Sept.  13,  1890,  and  a 
pretty  home  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Chestnut  Street, 
i,         iSIr.  Grace  was  elected  a 
•      member    of   the   board  of 
selectmen  in  18S9  and  1890. 
Mr.    Grace    was     one  of 
;      the   prime  mo\ers  and  one 
■       ■         of   the  original  stock-hold- 
;      ers    of    the    W^akefield  iV' 

 J       Stoneham     Street  Railway 

Company.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Golden  Rule 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Crystal  Lodge,  No.  34,  Ancient 
Order  United  Workmen,  and  of  the  Albion  Lodge,  New 
England  Order  of  Protection,  and  is  an  associate  member 
of  PL  M.  Warren  Post,  No.  12,  (Jrand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  formation  of 
the  Wakefield  IJoard  of  Trade,  and  of  Wappahtuck  Tribe 
of  Red  Men.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Grace  is  a  self-made  man.  'Phe  circumstances  of 
his  youth  compelled  him  to  begin  very  early  a  life  of 
self-support  and  self-reliance.  Since  coming  to  Wake- 
field he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  community,  not 
only  as  an  honorable  business  man,  but  as  a  citizen  who 
could  be  intrusted  with  the  important  responsibilities  of 
municipal  affairs,  lie  is  a  republican  in  both  State  and 
national  politics. 
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services  in  tiie  prevention  and  spread  of  wood  tires.  The 
following  year  the  hre-ahirm  system  was  established,  add- 
ing another  essential  and  indispensable  adjunct  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  department.  With  yearly  e.vtensions  of 
this  system,  the  number  of  boxes  has  increased  to  nineteen. 

The  fire  signal  is  given  by  the  whistle  at  the  rattan 
factory  and  by  a  striker  on  a  bell  in  the  tower  of  the  high 
school  building,  and  also  by  bell  at  Oreenwood,  and  gong 
at  Montrose.  The  standard  time  is  struck  daily  at  (j 
o'clock  A.  M.  The  boxes  are  as  follows  :  —  , 
VIKK  ALARM    TlCLlvl  1 RA  I'l  [.        '     '  .  '  ' 

6.     X.iiiant  Struct,  o].)po.site  I'koi  Farm. 

S.     Mulvin  Struct,  nuar  ISt-miL'tt. 

9-     W  ater  Stift_-t,  coriifr  Xewliall  Court. 
12.     M.iiii  StiL-t-'t,  oppn.site  (,)ak,  ( ireenwootl. 


aftL-rnoDii  sosicui  ;  haiiiu  signal  (Iwn  ruuiuR)  at  7-4  5,  iiiLhidt-s  the 
high  .schiKil  ;  same  signal  (three  rnuiuls)  at  7.45,  110  st  IkjdI  all  clay 
fur  all  seliools. 

In  1888,  a  57-foot  Somerville  extension  ladder  was 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  department,  also  a  life- 
saving  net.  In  1891,  the  (jkl  academy  school  btiilding 
was  removed  to  a  lot  purchased  by  the  town  for  $2,400, 
on  the  corner  of  Mechanic  and  Crescent  Streets,  and,  at 
an  expense  of  about  $5,000,  was  remodeled  into  a  very 
serviceable  engine  house.  The  new  house  was  not  entirely 
completed,  however,  until  1894.  Later,  the  steamer,  hook 
and  ladtler,  hose  wagon,  and  supply  wagon  were  installed 
in  the  new  quarters. 

In  1892,  by  vote  of  the  town,  the  Volunteer  Hose 
Company,  which  for  many  years  had  been  an  efficient, 


WAKEFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

tVoni  i'liutos,  t.iken  on  Wakcfiekl's  Quarter-Millennial  Celebration, 


13.  lioyiitonviUe. 

14.  Main  Street,  near  Hanson,  ( 'ireenwooil. 

15.  .Main  Street,  near  Franklin. 
23.    Albioit  Street,  corner  Foundry. 

26.  Chestnut  Street,  near  Wakefield  Park. 

27.  Railroad  .Street,  corner  Church. 

31.  Rattan  Company's  ottice. 

32.  Water  Street,  near  Afelvin. 

35.  I'ost-ottice. 

36.  I'lea.sant  Street,  near  Bryant, 

37.  Main  .Street,  corner  Salem.  .* 
39.    \'ernon  .Street,  corner  Salem. 

41.    Cordis  .Street,  corner  IMeasant,  .\orth  Ward. 

54.    Salem  Street,  corner  l-owell,  Fast  Ward. 

The  second  alarm  is  given  by  striking  three  blows,  followed  by 
the  bo.\  number.    All  out  signals,  two  blows. 

Scnooi.  Sl(;\Al.s.  ISo.x  33.  (one  romid)  at  7.45,  no  morning 
session  ;  same  signal  at  1  1.45,  one  session  ;  same  signal  at  12.45,  '^^ 


independent  company,  early  known  as  the  "  Fountain 
Engine  Company,"  was  made  a  part  of  the  regular  de- 
partment. A  year  later,  on  July  4,  a  new  ladder  truck 
was  put  in  commission,  and  the  old  truck  was  loaned  to 
the  Wakefield  Rattan  Compan\'. 

Anniversary  year,  1894,  saw  the  Wakefield  Fire  De- 
partment in  first-class  condition.  The  force  and  appa- 
ratus consisted  of  tifty-six  men,  divided  as  follows  :  one 
chief  and  two  assistants  ;  one  steamer  with  twelve  men  ; 
hook  and  ladder  with  fifteen  men  ;  two  hose  companies 
with  ten  men  each  ;  one  chemical  with  six  men,  and  a 
volunteer  hose  company  at  Greenwood,  A  new  hose 
wagon  was  put  into  commission  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  parade,  on  the  day  of  the  celebration.  The  depart- 
ment has  in  service  5,800  feet  of  cotton  hose.  Recently 
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the  old  reel  hose  carriage,  with  700  feet  of  hose,  has  been 
located  at  Woodville.  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  department  this  year  was  #.3,116.88.  'J'he  engineers 
receive  $25  each  per  year  for  their  services,  and  the  pay 
of  the  firemen  is  $25  per  year.  The  horses  used  on  the 
various  pieces  of  apparatus  at  the  central  station  are  kept 
at  Hathaway's  stable,  close  by,  as  the  time  has  yet  to 
arrive  when  the  town  feels  it  necessary  to  maintain  a 
permanent  force  at  this  station.  The  department  is  in 
charge  of  three  efficient  and  able  engineers:  Levi  Flanders 
(chief),  Horace  W.  Dalrymple,  and  William  E.  Cade,  ex- 
cellent half-tone  portraits  of  whom  appear  in  connection 
with  tiiis  sketch. 

Following  is  given  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  various 
companies  which,  as  a  whole,  made  up 
the  Wakefield  Fire  Department  for  the 
year  1 894  :  — 

Steamer  "Lucius  Beebe  No.  i  "  :  and 
hose  and  supply  wagon;  captain,  A.  D. 
Jenkins ;  lieutenant,  Wm.  Biggs ;  en- 
gineer, Wm.  B.  Daniel ;  assistant  engineer, 

I.  Purrington. 

"Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  i," 
captain,  F.  E.  Bunker  ;  lieutenant,  A.  S. 
Townley. 

"  Carter  Hose  No.  i  "  captain,  E.  S. 
Jacobs;  lieutenant,  John  Glynn  (de- 
ceased). 

"  Chemical  Co.  No.  i  "  :  Montrose 
captain,  Geo.  Oliver. 

"Volunteer  Hose  Co.  No.  2  ":  cap- 
tain, A.  D.  Cate ;  lieutenant,  15.  C. 
Flockton. 

"  Greenwood  Hose  No.  3  "  (volunteer): 
captain,  Daniel  Evans;  lieutenant,  E.  E. 
Whitten. 

The  past  year  (1895)  a  hose  carriage 
has  been  located  in  the  Woodville 
District,  near  the  corner  of  Farm  and  Nahant  Streets.  It 
is  run  by  a  volunteer  company,  and  Charles  A.  Dean  holds 
the  office  of  captain. 


FIREHAN'S  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

The  members  of  the  Wakefield  Fire  Department  have, 
since  the  celebration,  organized  a  relief  association,  in 
which  much  interest  is  manifested.  The  association  has 
the  following  officers:  President,  Chief  Engineer  Levi 
Flanders  ;  vice-president.  Engineer  Horace  W.  Dalrym- 
ple ;  secretary,  F.  F.  Anderson  ;  treasurer,  E.  E.  Horton  ; 
trustees.  Engineer  William  E.  Cade,  F.  E.  Bunker,  E.  S. 
Jacobs,  E.  I.  Purrington,  Albert  D.  Cate,  Daniel  Evans. 


THE  WAKEFIELD  HOME  FIRE  PROTECTIVE 
ASSOCIATION,  AND  ITS  FOUNDER, 
MR.  RUFUS  KENDRICK, 

The  Wakefield  Home  Fire  Protective  Association,  as 
it  is  familiarly  known,  was  formed  in  November,  1882, 
by  Mr.  Rufus  Kendrick.  It  was  an  independent  volun- 
teer association  for  extinguishing  fires,  working  entirely 


with  small  ap|)ar.itus,  appliances  generally  ignmed  by 
lire  departments,  such  as  buckets,  cans,  Johnson  hand 
force  pumps,  garden  hose  attached  to  house  faucets,  or 
any  appliance  which  could  Ijc  readily  made  use  of.  The 
association  had  a  boartl  of  directors,  secretary,  and  treas- 
urer, but  to-day,  as  an  organization,  it  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  there  being  no  officers,  no  headquarters,  no  meet- 
ings, and,  in  fact,  no  form  of  organization,  the  I'orest 
Fire  Wards,  under  Mr.  Kendrick's  guidance,  being  its 
only  managers.  Notwithstanding  this  lack  tif  discipline, 
it  is  a  power  and  a  blessing  tu  the  coninuinity.  'I'liere 
are  now  440  Johnson  hand  force  pumps  in  town  ;  of 
these,  300  are  owned  by  prixate  individuals,  and  150  are 
the  property  of  the  town. 


Each  person  who  takes  charge  of  one  of  these  signs 
an  agreement  to  use  the  same  at  any  fire  within  one 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  its  location.  There  are  also  about 
200  twel ve-cpiart  gah'anized  iron  water  pails,  and  200 
two-gallon  milk  cans,  tlic  latter  being  used  at  forest 
fires.  Hardly  a  fire  occurs  which  is  not  attended  by  six 
or  more  men  and  bo}'s,  with  pumps  and  buckets,  and 
owing  to  their  wide  distribution,  a  lire  which  may  occur 
in  almost  any  part  of  the  town  is  c|uickly  combated  by 
one  or  more  pumps  to  be  found  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

As  an  incentive  to  quick  response  to  an  alarm  of  fire, 
small  rewards,  ranging  from  twenty-five  cents  to  one 
dollar,  are  offered  to  those  who  res|:)ond  and  work  upon 
fire  within  the  first  fifteen  minutes  after  an  al.irm  is 
given.  A  reward  of  one  dollar  is  given  to  the  first 
person  getting  a  stream  of  water  on  a  building  which 
may  be  on  fire.  Twenty-fi\'e  cents  is  rewarded  the  one 
who  gives  the  first  still  alarm.  These  rewards  apply  to 
volunteers  only,  and  do  not  apply  to  fire-box  alarms. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  building  fires  are  either  ex- 
tinguished in  their  incipiency  by  this  system,  or  are  held 
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in  check  until  the  arrival  of  the  harder  apparatus  of  the 
fire  department.  At  forest  fires,  under  the  direction  of 
tile  forest  fire  wards,  this  system  is  supreme,  both  as 
to  effectiveness  and  manaj;-ement,  as  liie  absolute  control 
at  such  fires  is  vested  in  the  fire  wards.  A  line  of 
men,  witii  pumps  and  buckets,  witii  additional  helpers  to 
keep  tliem  supplied  with  water,  will  do  a  surprising 
amount  of  work,  not  only  at  forest  fires,  but  . on  building 
fires.  ^ 

The  system  is  run  at  a  minimum  expense,  having  no 
paid  members  beside  the  lire  wards,  no  engine  houses, 
no  gatiiering  place  of  any  kind,  the  only  expense  being 
for  keeping  the  appliances  in  repair,  and  paying  the 
small  rewards  for  service  rendered,  the  expense  to  the 
town  being  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  per  year  for 
the  past  thirteen  years.  The  town  now  makes  an  annual 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  this  system. 

Following  is  a  sunmiary  of  the  number  of  fires,  and 
of  the  work  under  this  system,  during  the  past  fourteen 


RUFUS  KENDRICK. 

years:  Whole  number  of  fires,  677  ;  number  of  building 
fires,  140;  average  number  per  year,  48;  average  cost 
per  fire,  about  #3, 21  ;  average  time  of  attack  after  first 
alarm,  less  than  three  minutes. 

Many  of  tiiese  fires  were  small,  and  by  many  would  be 
called  insignificant,  but  this  system  ignores  no  fire  as 
being  too  small.  Had  this  been  the  case  at  the  Boston 
Base  Ball  Grounds,  some  time  since,  the  little  neglected 
fire  on  the  fence  would  not  have  resulted  as  it  did,  in 
a  conflagration  whereby  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of 
property  was  destroyed,  and  hundreds  of  pepple  made 
homeless. 

From  January,  1882,  to  August,  1895,  there  were  but 
four  fires  which  were  not  first  attacked  by  these  volun- 
teers, or  workers  under  this  system.  In  many  localities 
no  other  system  is  of  any  use,  as  the  water  supply  is  too 
distant,  or  not  sufficient  to  supply  a  large  engine. 

Fires  when  first  discovered  are  almost  invariably  small, 


and  could  easdy  be  extinguished  with  very  little  water, 
which,  if  ignored,  increase  with  marvelous  and  danger- 
ous force.  Herein  is  the  secret  of  the  success  of  this 
system  ;  incipient  fires  are  not  allowed  to  burn  until 
they  become  large  ones.  These  small  appliances,  and 
a  small  amount  of  water,  generally  pre\'enl  small  lires 
from  becoming  large  and  destructive  ones.  The  follow- 
ing pithy  sayings  of  Mr.  Kendrick  are  well  worth  re- 
cording and  remembering  :  — 

Take  good  care  of  small  lires  aiul  there  will  be  few  large  ones. 

I'ire  is  a  destroyer  almost  lieyond  repair,  and  we  know  of  no  svd)- 
jeel  which  received  so  little  schooling,  or  whicli  requires  better  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  those  in  charge. 

The  loss  of  early  small  streams  caji  never  be  fully  made  gooti  by 
tile  later  use  of  large  ones. 

Remember  it  is  (_)nly  the  water  that  is  utilized  u|)on  a  fire  that 
counts  tow  ,ird  its  vie  toiy. 

Next  to  letting  lires  have  their  own  way,  late  attacks  are  their 
best  friends,  while  early  attacks  are  their  wurst  enemies. 

Whatever  the  system  is  that  shortens  the  time  of  attack  upon 
fires,  ninety-nine  times  out  (-)f  oiie  himdred  it  is  the  best. 

'I'he  water  damage  by  this  system  is  almost  nothing.  (  )ne  gal- 
lon of  water  early  will  go  fiu'ther  towards  checking  a  lire  than  (jue 
thousand  gallons  ten  minutes  later. 

Mr.  Riifus  Kendrick,  the  founder  and  promoter  of 
this  system  of  fire  protection  in  Wakefield,  was  born  iit 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  March  27,  1822,  where  he  lived  until 
he  was  twenty-one,  working  on  a  farm.  His  parents 
were  Benjamin  Kendrick,  born  Sept.  27,  1779,  and  Re- 
becca (Danforth),  born  May  i,  1789.  His  mother  died 
March  29,  1853,  and  his  father  died  December  7  of 
tile  same  year.  Rufus  was  the  sixth  of  ten  children,  he 
and  a  sister,  Rebecca,  being  tlie  only  ones  now  li\  ing. 

.Mr.  Kendrick  comes  of  good  old  Puritan  blood,  his 
ancestor,  John  Kendrick,  having  come  from  pjigland 
about  1639,  and  settled  in  Boston,  removing  later  to 
Cambridge,  now  Newton,  and  was  prominent  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Massachusetts  Colony.  Mr.  Kendrick 
is  also  directly  connected  with  the  family  of  Franklin 
Pierce,  former  President  of  the  United  States. 

About  1846,  Mr.  Kendrick  went  to  Cambridgeport, 
where  he  resided  fifteen  years,  and  tlien  moved  to  Read- 
ing. In  1863,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  P'armmi,  of 
Mtjunt  Vernon,  N.  H.  After  a  residence  of  six  years  in 
Reading,  he  remo\ed  to  Wakefield  (Greenwood),  where 
he  has  since  resided.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he 
has  had  no  regular  business. 

He  lirst  became  interested  in  the  matter  of  fighting 
fires  with  small  appliances,  when  a  lad  of  about  fifteen, 
by  seeing  a  binning  barn  at  Amherst  Plain  saved  by  the 
use  of  wet  mops  and  buckets  of  water  energetically 
used  by  the  neighbors,  this  being  before  the  day  of 
the  Johnson  pump.  From  that  time  to  tlie  present  his 
interest  has  never  Hagged,  and  while  a  resident  of  Cam- 
bridge, he  would  run  to  fires  with  a  little  engine  of  his 
own,  and  on  one  occasion  a  stream  of  water  was  played 
upon  him  by  a  fireman  ;  but  those  who  are  familiar  with 
Mr.  Kendrick  know  that  it  takes  more  than  a  fire 
stream  to  cjuench  him  when  he  knows  he  is  in  the  right. 

He  has  spent  not  only  years  of  his  time,  but  hundreds 
of  dollars  of  his  money,  in  demonstrating  the  value  of 
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his  theory,  and  to-day,  though  in  his  seventy-fourtii 
year,  he  will  step  quicker  and  do  more  work  at  a  lire 
than  many  a  younger  man.  He  has  been  called  a  crank, 
a  lunatic,  and  other  equally  endearing  names,  and  is  fre- 
quently referred  to  as  the  "  Johnson  pump  man."  He 
has  stood  more  abuse  and  ridicule  than  most  would  or 
could  endure,  but  he  has  been  fighting  for  a  principle, 
a  principle  which  is  a  blessing  to  mankind,  and  he  has 
stood  bravely  to  his  guns,  and  in  spite  of  all  obstacles 
has  impressed  his  fellow- townsmen  with  his  practical  and 
common-sense  ideas,  which  have  been  the  means  of 
saving  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  town  and  individuals. 
Notwithstanding  this,  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  this  sys- 
tem of  fire  protection,  instead  of  being  recognized  and 
welcomed  as  a  strong  ally  of  the  fire  department,  is  still 
looked  upon  almost  as  an  interloper,  and  a  very  unwel- 
come assistant. 

Mr.  Kendrick  is  a  lover  of  nature,  and  is  quite  famil- 
iar with  the  life  and  peculiarities  of  trees  and  flowers  ; 
and  since  the  appearance  of  the  gypsy  moth,  he  has 
discovered  some  important  facts  in  the  habits  of  that 
prolific  insect  and  destroyer  of  trees. 

He  was  a  very  active  member  of  the  Wakefield  Im- 
provement Society  during  its  short  existence,  and  in 
planting  the  row  of  fifty-two  trees,  extending  from  Mr. 
Lee's  store  on  Main  Street  north  to  the  railroad  bridge, 
which  he  calls  the  "  Soldiers'  Row,"  in  memory  of  those 
who  served  in  the  Rebellion,  he  has  erected  to  himself 
as  well  a  lasting  monument,  which  also  beautifies  the 
town,  and  will  give  pleasure  and  comfort  in  years  to  come 
to  thousands  as  they  pass  beneath  the  refreshing  shade. 

Mr.  Kendrick's  life  has  l)een  a  good  illustration  of 
"  what  your  hands  find  to  do,  do  with  your  might."  His 
sole  aim  in  advocating  the  use  of  Johnson  pumps  and 
similar  appliances  at  fires  is  to  benefit  his  neighbor  by 
making  a  fireman  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  thus 
"nipping  in  the  bud"  the  possibility  of  conflagrations. 


NORTH  READING  FIRE  DEPARTHENT. 

On  March  28,  1825,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Second 
Engine  Company  of  Reading  (in  the  section  of  North 
Reading  now  known  as  I'udding  Point)  was  held  at  the 
old  Barnard  Hotel,  owned  and  kept  by  Jacob  Barnard. 
Capt.  James  Taylor  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  George  I'lint  was  selected  as  clerk.  At  this 
meeting  the  following  action  was  taken  :  — 

"  Voted  to  purchase  a  fire  engine." 

"  Voted  to  clioose  two  as  a  committee  to  purcliase  the 
engine,  and  J.  I5arnard,  Jr.,  and  G.  Flint  were  chosen  for 
that  purpose." 

"Nathaniel  Batchelder,  Jr.,  Maj.  Daniel  Flint,  and  John 
Batchelder,  3d,  were  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution." 

"  Voted  to  adjourn  to  Wednesday  evening  next  at  6 
o'clock  1'.  M."  "* 

The  record  further  shows  that  a  second  meeting  was 
held  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  30,  1825,  when  the 
constitution  as  prepared  by  the  committee  was  accepted. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  original  signers  to 
this  constitution  :  — 


John  l^atchelder,  James  Taylor,  Jacob  Barnard,  Pren- 
tice S.  Barnard,  Jicnjamin  Ifolt,  (Jeorge  Flint,  Nathaniel 
Batchelder,  Jr.,  Asa  G.  Sheldon,  John  Batchelder,  3d,  Jona- 
than Batchelder,  Randal  Nichols,  Ezra  Damon,  jr.,  Peter 
Flint,  Daniel  Flint,  Amos  Batchelder,  B.  C.  Sanborn,  and 
James  Batchelder.  These  appear  to  be  the  charter 
members,  as  shortly  after  it  ajjpears  that  lienjamin  Holt 
sold  his  share  to  John  Foster  and  he  (  Holt)  had  his  name 
stricken  from  the  conqDany's  Ixjoks  Later  |ohn  I'oster 
sold  to  James  Travis;  Asa  G.  Sheldon  sold  to  Eben  E. 
Fames;  Randal  Nichols  S(j1(1  to  Percival  Nichols;  Peter 
Flint  sold  to  Moses  S.  Pratt,  who  in  turn  sold  to  I'^ben 
Emerson. 

Daniel  Flint  sold  to  Andrew  Alunrow,  who  sold  to 
James  H.  Fames  ;  B.  (  '.  Sanljorn  sold  or  conveyed  his 
share  to  the  Rev.  I'eter  Sanborn  ;  and  Sumner  Cheney 
appears  to  have  later  controlled  the  share  of  Eben  E. 
Fames.  'Phese  are  all  the  names  that  appear  on  the 
original  paper  of  the  company. 


BURTON  K.  SYMONDS. 
C'liief  Eneineci-,  North  Reading  Fire  Dei).iriiiiciu. 

llURTijN  K.  Snmonds  was  horn  at  ()roton,  Ma^s.,  Ian.  jS,  1S70  ; 
is  the  son  of  Otis  1'.  Symoiuls  and  l^llcn  Synionds.  After  grad- 
uating from  school,  he  entered  into  the  i)iisine--s  now  operated  by 
(  ).  1'.  .Syniouds  tK;  Sons,  —  the  ni.mufaLturers  of  wooden  l)0.\es. 
Lqjon  the  m'gani/.ation  of  the  lire  de|)artnient  in  May,  iiSi)],  he  was 
eleeteil  chief  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  was  reelected  in  1895,  and 
tendered  liis  resignation  in  \o\endier,  on  account  of  his  removal 
to  Reading. 


The  constitution  contained  twelve  articles,  and  follow- 
ing the  signing  of  the  constitution  by  the  above-named 
members  this  note  is  found  :  -  - 

Rr; Aiil.Nc;,  April  4,  iSi^,. 
We  have  examined  the  fcjregoing  rules,  regulations,  and  approve 
them. 

JOSHUA  I'L'  TXAM,  ] 
THADDia'S  IS,  I'RATT,  ^Selectmen. 
ADDISON  Fi.lX'l',  J 

John  Batchelder,  3d,  was  the  tirst  commander  chosen 
by  the  company,  and  they  elected  a  commander  each 
year  at  their  May  meeting. 
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On  May  9,  1825,  Jolm  IJatchelcler,  3d,  George  Flint, 
and  Maj.  Daniel  Flint  were  chosen  a  committee  to  name 
the  engine,  and  it  is  from  them  that  the  name  "  Water 
Witch  "  originated. 

At  a  meeting  held  a  year  later,  the  company  voted 
"  That  no  right  should  be  let  in  the  engine  for  less  tlian 
two  dollars  per  year,  and  no  proprietor  to  sell  under  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars,  unless  by  vote  of  the  company." 

May  9,  1825,  John  Batchelder,  3d,  Nathaniel  Batch- 
elder,  and  Amos  Batchelder  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
build  a  house  for  the  engine.  On  the  following  day 
(May  10),  this  committee  secured  a  piece  of  land  upon 
which  to  erect  the  house  from  Jacob  Barnard,  for 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,  the  other  consideration  being, 
"  so  long  as  it  shall  be  used  as  an  engine  house,  and  that 
the  company  be  not  allowed  to  add  to  the  structure  by 
building  a  second  story."    Mr.  Barnard  kept  the  hotel. 


Batchelder,  2d,  James  Travis,  Prentice  S.  Barnard,  Sum- 
ner Cheney,  Percival  Nichols,  James  Taylor,  James 
Batchelder,  Eben  Batchelder,  Jonathan  Batchelder,  George 
Flint,  Amos  Batchelder,  Benj.  F.  liarnard,  Nathaniel 
Batchelder,  Eben  Emerson,  and  estate  of  Ezra  Damon,  2d. 

Again,  at  a  special  meeting  held  Dec.  19,  1842,  it  was 
voted  to  sell  the  engine  to  the  town  on  the  basis  of  ten 
dollars  per  share,  on  condition  that  it  remain  where  it 
was  at  that  time,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  put  an 
article  to  that  effect  in  the  town  warrant.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of:  Amos  Batchelder,  George  Flint,  and 
James  H.  Fames.  It  was  not,  however,  sold  to  the  town 
at  that  time. 

The  last  meeting  held  under  the  original  constitution 
was  on  May  12,  1853. 

From  1853  until  1 870,  the  "  Water  Witch"  was  with- 
out a  regular  company.     In  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
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and  evidently  had  an  eye  to  business,  when  the  last-men- 
tioned clause  was  inserted.  The  company  had  very 
strict  rules  and  laws,  and  there  is  evidence  that  their 
rules  were  complied  with,  as  no  record  is  found  where 
any  of  the  members  of  the  company  were  fined  except 
for  non-attendance  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting,  the 
fine  for  such  an  offense  being  twenty-five  cents.  There 
was  a  fine  of  one  dollar  for  disobedience  to  commander's 
orders,  also  one  of  five  dollars  for  non-appearance  of  any 
member  at  a  fire,  after  having  knowledge  of  the  same. 
But  there  is  no  record  where  either  of  these  laws  were 
broken. 

The  affairs  of  the  company  went  on  smoothly,  nothing 
new  occurring  until  at  a  special  meeting  held  June  8, 
1840,  each  meniber  was  assessed  one  dollar,  to  repair 
the  engine.  This  assessment  was  only  on  each  share, 
and  the  following-named  members  were  assessed  :  John 


1870,  a  new  company  was  formed  and  a  new  constitution 
was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  company,  which  con- 
sisted for  the  most  part  of  heirs  of  the  original  share- 
holders. The  new  constitution  differed  very  little  from 
the  old  one,  one  material  change  being  the  changing  of 
the  name  "commander  of  company"  to  "foreman." 

The  following  names  were  subscribed  to  the  new  con- 
stitution :  Howard  W.  Batchelder,  John  Batchelder,  Otis  (}. 
Batchelder,  James  G.  Fames,  Richard  Buxton,  Web 
Emerson,  C.  A.  Buxton,  G.  L.  Flint,  William  Taylor, 
C.  L.  Nichols,  H.  A.  Valvey,  Gilbert  M.  Fames,  Benj. 
P.  Richardson. 

It  does  not  appear  who  was  foreman  under  this  new 
re'gime,  but  the  organization  did  not  long  hold  together. 

Early  in  the  year  1895,  a  paper  was  circulated  among  the 
heirs  of  the  shareholders  of  the  "  Water  Witch,"  where- 
by they  relinquished  all  claim  upon  the  engine  to  the 
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RESIDENT  PHYSICIANS  OF  READING  AND  NORTH  READING. 

2   T)k.  ClIAKI.ES   U.    HHNDlilis.lN.  5  <''1LMAN    1'.  Rc)HINS(JN. 

.1  Dk.  Sii  as  11.  I'AUKs.                                   i  Dk.  John  O.  Dow.  Hk-  D-  W.  V.ys'.u--. 

4  Dk.  Osmund  C.  li.  Nason.  '  7  r>K.  William  P.  Davis,  Norili  Re.uliiii;. 
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town  of  North  Reatling,  and  tlie  old  engine  l:)ecame  a  j^art 
of  tlie  Nortli  l\.eading  Fire  Department.  At  the  annual 
tow  n  meeting  it  was  voted  "  to  repair  the  '  tub  '  and  put 
her  in  Cdnimission." 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  history  of  the  "Water  Witch." 
she  has  a   record  nf  bcini;"  cspeciall\'  powerful  as  a  water 


■■■  WATER  WITCH  ENGINE, 

L  '  ^  .  .  North  Reading. 

thrower,  and  l)y  many  is  believed  to  be  as  good  to  day  as 
ever. 

At  present  she  is  in  the  custody  of  the  board  of 
engineers.  I'or  years  she  was  the  only  fire  apparatus  in 
North  Reading. 

In  1894,  the  town  bought  of  the  .Salem  Veteran  Fire- 
men's Association  the  engine  now  known  as  "  Number 
I,"  for  $305.  They  also  bought  a  cpiantitv  of  hose  and  a 
hose  carriage. 

The  following  year  eleven  hundred  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated by  the  town  to  build  an  engine  house  on 
Park  Street,  south  of  the  Common.  That  buildinjr, 
recently  hnished,  was  built  by  Solon  O.  Holt,  of  North 
Reading. 

The  fire  department  was  also  organized,  with  B.  K. 
Symonds,  chief;  J.  15.  McFane,  1st  assistant,  and  W. 
F.  Upton,  2d  assistant.  John  Ceddes  was  chosen  fore- 
man of  the  company. 

Later  in  the  year  Mr.  Geddes  withdrew  from  the  com- 
pany, and  j.  Z.  Harris  was  chosen  in  his  place. 

]').  K.  Symonds  resigned  his  position  as  chief  on 
account  of  removal  to  Reading  and  W.  F.  Upton  was 
chosen  chief,  and  John  IJatcheller  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  board  of  engineers.  The  company's  brief 
existence  has  been  uneventful  ;  with  the  exception  of 
attending  a  couple  of  exhibition  plays,  they  have  had 
practically  no  chance  to  show  what  they  could  do,  there 
having  been  no  fire  since  her  advent  in  town. 


his  fellow-clerks,  brought  them  together  and  organized 
them  into  the  first  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
permanence.  From  this  beginning  the  work  spread 
throughout  England.  About  185 1,  the  first  association 
this  side  the  Atlantic  was  formed  in  Montreal,  Can.,  and 
soon  after  this  the  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A.  began  its  work. 

The  movement  spread  rapidly  in  America, 
'i'he  lirst  step  towards  the  formation  of  the 
Reading  association  was  at  a  meeting  of  the 
different  evangelical  churches  held  Jan.  14, 
1S67,  in  the  then  Bethesda  vestry,  at  which 
time  the  following  statement  was  pre- 
sented :  — 

"  In  consideration  of  the  imusual  amount 
of  religious  interest  manifested  in  the  town 
during  the  past  year,  and  moved  by  tlie 
desire  of  maintaining  that  state  of  interest, 
it  was  thought  by  several  persons  that  the 
establishment  of  a  Christian  association, 
formed  by  the  union  of  the  members  of  the 
different  evangelical  churches  in  this  town, 
would  be  a  means  of  great  good,  and  would 
tend  towards  the  advancement  of  the  state  of 
religion  in  the  town." 

At  this  meeting  the  matter  was  discussed 
without  taking  formal  action,  adjournment  being  made 
to  January  2  i. 

At  this  meeting,  A.  Holmes  Barker  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, and  a  vice-president,  and  secretary,  and  treasurer 
were  also  chosen,  and  these  officers  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draw  up  a  constitution.  This  was  adopted 
Feb.  4,  1867.  The  first  work  consisted  of  neighbor- 
hood prayer  meetings.     In  July,  1868,  two  rooms  (in  the 
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CUTLER  BROTHERS'  STORE  AND  ELEVATOR, 
Wakefield.    (Erected  1891.) 


READING  YOUNG  flEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIA  = 
TION. 

Tiiic  Y.  M.  C.  A.  movement  began  in  I,ondon,  Eng., 
in  1844.  ■''ii"  ('CO.  II.  Williams,  then  a  clerk  in  a  large 
store,  being  deeply  interested  in  the  religious  welfare  of 


second  Hoor  of  the  building  on  Harnden  Street,  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  I-'rank  W.  Moulton,  were  furnished  and 
opened  to  the  public  as  a  reading  room.  Sunday  even- 
ing meetings  were  also  conducted  at  North  Reading. 
The  name  was  also  changed  to  Reading  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 
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Soon  after  this,  union  montiily  meetings  were  held 
in  the  different  evangelical  ciiurches.  The  influence  of 
these  meetings  assisted  materially  in  paving  the  way  for 
the  union  of  the  Old  South  and  liethesda  churches,  and 
also  established  fraternal  feelings  among  the  members 
of  the  other  churches  interested.  From  this  time  on, 
the  association  has  kept  its  organization,  and  continued 
its  work  with  varying  interest  and  results,  till  Septem- 
ber, 1 89 1,  when  an  effort  was  made  to  revive  the 
cause  and  do  more  active  work.  While  at  the  outset  the 
efforts  were  directed  to  all  classes,  it  has  now  become 
the  established  policy  of  all  associations  to 
do  definite  work  for  young  men.  With  this 
thought  in  view,  after  a  series  of  Sunday 
afternoon  meetings,  permanent  rooms  were 
secured  in  Hartley's  ISlock.  'I'hree  rooms 
- — reading  room,  game  room,  and  parlor  — 
are  now  occupied  and  opened  daily.  Mr. 
F.  G.  McDonald  has  been  employed  as  gen- 
eral secretary  for  a  year,  and  under  his  direc- 
tion the  rooms  have  been  made  pleasant  and 
profitable  to  the  young  men  of  our  town. 
Three  of  the  members  of  the  association  have 
entered  the  work  as  general  secretaries,  each 
attaining  a  good  reputation  as  successful 
workers.  They  are  L.  Wilber  Messer,  at 
Chicago,  111.,  Wm.  H.  Symonds,  at  Somer- 
ville,  Mass.,  and  Arthur  J.  Davis,  at  Nortii 
Adams,  Mass.  Such  work  as  is  being  done 
is  of  permanent  value  to  the  town. 


many  citizens,  a  row  of  elms  was  "set  out  on  High 
Street,  beginning  near  the  Woburn  Street  crossing  and 
extending  northward." 

In  the  next  year  much  time  was  occupied  in  learning 
the  "  why  and  wiierefore  "  for  attaching  to  different  parts 
of  Reading  the  local  names.  A  tree  planted  on  Lowell 
Street,  opposite  his  late  home,  in  1890,  testified  to  the 
society's  desire  to  show  its  love  for  Dr.  l\  V.  lirown,  a 
former  member.  In  1892,  the  Massachusetts  State 
.Assembly  of  the  Agassiz  Association  field  its  annual  con- 
vention in  ReadinLT  as  truests  of  the  R.  N.  II.  S.  Photo- 


EDMUND  EATON 


NANCY  C.EATON 


READING  NATURAL 
SOCIETY. 


HISTORY 


In  1887,  a  recently  organized  Scientific 
Club  "  combined  with  that  known  from 
1871  as  the  "  Reading  Natural  History 
Society,"  and  formed  the  present  society. 
Its  object  is  expressed,  as  a  part  of  its  records,  in  the 
words  of  Lucy  Larcom  :  — 

"  I  said  it  in  tht  nicailow  path, 

I  say  il  (jii  tliL-  mountain  stair; 
The  best  things  any  mortal  hath 

Are  those  which  every  mortal  shares. 

"The  air  we  breathe,  the  sUy,  the  breeze, 
The  light  without  ns  and  within, 
i,ife,  with  its  unlocked  treasuries, 
God's  riciies  —  are  for  all  to  win." 

Its  meetings,  both  indoor  and  field,  have  been  held 
more  or  less  regularly  to  the  present  time.  It  has  in  its 
possession  an  herbarium  of  several  hundred  specimens, 
quite  a  quantity  of  material  for  the  study  of  geology,  and 
several  hundred  speciinens  for  work  in  entomology.  In  F'eb- 
ruary,  1887,  this  society  became  a  me"Tnber  of  the  Agassiz 
Association,  whose  object  is  "  To  interest  fresh  minds  in 
the  study  of  nature  and  science,  and  to  train  them  to 
intelligent  methods  of  study  and  to  honest  work."  Its 
motto,  '•^  Per  iiaiuram  ad  J)iiiniJ"  In  1888,  through  the 
special  efforts  of  this  society  and  the  contributions  of 


Mr.  and  IMks.  Ea  ion  were  tlie  oldest  couple  living  in  Re.iding  at  the  time  of  tlie  anniversary 
celebmtioii.  Mr.  Eaton  was  born  in  IHUsboruugh,  N.  H.,  Sept.  17,  i7tjS,  being  at  the  time  of  the 
anniversary  wiihin  four  months  ot  ninety-six  years  uf  age.  Mrs.  Eaton's  age  was  at  the  same  lime 
ninety  years  and  a  few  inonlhs.  They  were  married  Nov.  14,  1824,  and  celebrated  their  gohlen 
wedding  in  1S74.  Their  only  child  was  a  dangliter,  deceased,  wiio  married  \.  M.  Kich.irdson. 
She  left  one  son,  Kdnunid  E.iton  Kicliardson ,  now  a  resident  of  Fairbury,  Nel.i.  Mrs.  I'.aton 
died  Angust  5,  iS')4»  -it  'be  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  fi\'e  months,  and  twenty-fotir  da\  s.  Mr. 
Eaton  died  at  the  home  ()f  his  grandson  in  Fairbury,  Neb.,  Sept.  i<j,  1895,  iiged  ninely-se\'en  years, 
nine  days. 


graphs  of  some  of  Reading's  largest  trees,  prepared  by 
]\Ir.  F.  H.  Gilson,  and  enclosed  in  an  oak  frame  given  by 
Mr.  Alden  iSatchelder,  was  the  society's  contribution  to 
tlie  Coliunbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  in  1893. 


^  READING  WOMAN'S  CLUB. 

This  corporation  was  chartered  Nov.  14,  1893,  being 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  higher,  broader, 
and  better  culture  intellectually  and  socially  amoiig  its 
members. 

The  response  to  a  call  in  the  local  paper  for  a  pre- 
liminary meeting  relative  to  the  formation  of  such  a 
club  was  satisfactory  in  the  extreme,  representative 
women  from  x'arious  classes  of  society  being  present. 
Measures  were  taken  toward  securing  a  charter  and 
drawing  up  b3'-laws.  Noxember  25,  the  club  was  in 
working  order,  under  an  efficient  board  of  directors. 

'i'he  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  was  e.x- 
ceedingi)'  fortunate  in  securing,  as  a  club  home,  taste- 
fully  ftu'iiished   rooms   in   the  ( )dd    Fello\\s'  Building, 
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Woburn  Street.  Mere  are  found  ample  accommodations, 
not  only  for  regular  meetings,  but  for  banc|uets,  recep- 
tions, and  sessions,  wliose  numlier  is  augmented  by  open- 
ing to  the  pul)tic. 

At  the  first  regular  meeting  the  limit  of  membership, 
one  hundred,  was  reached ;  the  limit  was  immediately 
extended  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  lectures  have  been  helpful,  entertaining,  instruc- 
tive, and  comprehensive  in  range,  embracing  talks  on 
formation  and  conduct  of  clubs,  literary  and  historical 
characters,  literature,  art,  foreign  customs  and  travel, 
philanthropic  work,  law,  domestic  economy,  physical 
culture,  woman  suffrage,  home  sanitation,  sociology. 

Names  of  prominent  lecturers  of  the  day  are  found 
among  the  speakers.  Airs.  Mary  A.  Livermore,  eminent 
philanthropist  and  reformer,  accepted  honorary  member- 
ship in  the  club,  and  made  the  opening  address.  The 
lectures  of  'I'homas  Wentworth  Higginson,  author,  Mrs. 
Julia  Ward  Howe,  poet,  and  Hon.  W.  W.  Thomas,  ex- 
minister  to  Sweden,  have  contributed  largely  to  the  pop- 
ularity of  the  club.  Valuable  service  has  been  rendered 
by  Hon.  Carroll  D.Wright,  Hon.  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  and 
Miss  Amelia  Davis,  instructor  in  the  Framingham  Nor- 


JOSEPH  S.  TEMPLE. 

Josioi'U  Sruw  Tkmi'LIv  is  thu  son  of  Calvin  and  Mary  Stow 
(I'ierce)  'reniple.  lie  was  born  in  keadiiig,  Oct.  12,  1S39.  After 
enjoying  the  educational  privileges  of  his  native  town,  he  attended 
schools  at  Worcester,  Lawrence  .\cademy,  (Iroton,  and  I'hilliijs 
Academy,  Andover.  L'pon  sex'cring  his  school  connections  he 
■spent  three  years  in  the  hide  and  leather  ti^de,  and  one  year  in  the 
IJoston  Jouriial  counting-room.  ( )n  Jan.  10,  1866,  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  men's  neckwear,  in  which  business  he  is  still 
engaged.  June  10,  1S70,  he  married  Miss  I.ucia  M.  Kingman,  who 
died  Jan.  8,  1880,  leaving  tw<j  daughters,  May  Louise  and  Liicia 
1  .illian.  1  lis  second  marriage  was  on  ,\ pi  il  j,  1 S85,  to  ,M iss  Mary  I'Mi/a- 
beth  .She])ard,  of  I  )anvers.  Mr.  reni[)le  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  municipal  improvements. 


mal  .School,  —  all  residents  or  e.K-residents  of  Reatling. 
Home  talent  meetings  are  a  \'ery  pleasant  featiue  of 
the  calendar,  and  have  been  a  marked  success.  .\s  an 
inde.x;  of  the  latent  talent  in  the  club,  they  give  large 
promise  of  growtli  and  usefulness  along  this  line,  'i'he 
meeting  hekl  in  anticipation  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Reading  is  spe- 
cially worthy  of  mention.  Papers  were  read  bearing, 
upon  the  work  and  condition  of  women  of  our  town  in 
the  past  and  present.  One,  entitled  "  'I'he  Societies  of 
the  Past,"  gave  most  interesting  and  valuable  informa- 
tion, not  the  least  of  which  was  tiie  statement  of  the 
fact  that  March  22,  1833,  the  women  of  Reading  formed 
the  first  anti-slavery  society  in  the  country.  Other  topics 
were,  "  l^rominent  Women  of  Reading,  Fast  and  Pres- 
ent," "Woman's  Progress,"  and  a  poem  entitled  "  Dif- 
ferent Ways."  Old-time  ballads  were  siuig  by  mem- 
bers of  the  club,  and  the  very  enjoyable  exercises  closed 
with  an  original  ode  full  of  the  spirit  of  the  approaching 
celebration,  rendered  by  the  club. 

In  department  work,  classes  have  been  formed  in 
social  science,  domestic  science,  current  topics,  art,  and 
literature.  Each  class  meets  fortnightl)',  has  its  own 
officers,  and  is  practically  a  miniature  club.  Excellent 
work  already  has  been  accomplished  along  these  lines, 
and  the  interest  is  on  the  increase.  The  work  is  done 
almost  exclusively  bv  members  of  the  classes,  though 
occasionally  an  outside  speaker,  specially  con\ersant 
with  the  subject  under  consideration,  gives  a  familiar 
talk. 

The  social  life  of  the  club  manifests  itself  in  an  an- 
nual banquet,  to  which  members  are  pri\'ileged  to  invite 
friends  ;  in  afternoon  teas,  to  promote  sociability  among 
the  members;  and  in  receptions  to  the  officers  of  neigh- 
boring clubs.  .Mthcnigh  still  in  its  youth,  the  Reading 
Club  has  won  a  reputation  for  the  good  taste  and  socia- 
bility which  pervade  its  fimctions. 

Increasing  interest  among  its  members,  its  value  to 
the  conumuiit}'  as  attested  In-  disinterested  jjersons,  the 
broadening  and  deepening  of  its  work,  all  argue  for  the 
permanency  of  this  institiuion,  and  warrant  the  assimip- 
tion  that  each  succeeding  year  will  show  a  higher  degree 
of  excellence. 


Helen  Kiltredge. 
.\niy  I  >.  1  larrison. 
Clara  .S.  Caiild. 
Ama  v..  C.  I  lolman. 


CIIAKTI'.R  MI';MI!I';RS. 

.\niia  l'^.  .\danis. 
Nellie  v..  Cook. 
Jennie  Hood  ISosson. 
■"r.inces  .\.  I'aiker. 


I'.dith 


\Yhitteniore.    V.\\\  V .  Wadlin. 


Clara  C.  I 'ierce. 
Mary  V..  Temple. 


(irace  1!.  She])artlson. 
Flora  M.  beard. 
.Mabel  F.  Parks. 


i:ima  ,S.  Wiglil. 
M.iry  1 1.  R(jbinson. 
Lnniia  M.  I!r(jwn. 
Amy  W.  1  )ann)n. 
Jeannette  W.  Crafts. 
.Mibie  I'.  (  i ranger. 
Climena  Wakefield. 


SEARCH  FOR  A  POET. 

The  sessions  of  the  joint  committee  of  ihe  celebration 
representing  the  three  towns  in  general  abounded  in 
sober  discussions  and  earnest  busmess,  but  were  occa- 
sionally enlivened  by  Hashes  of  humor  and  sentiment. 
On  one  occasion,  a  member  of  the  sub-committee,  on 
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WILLIAM  M.  TITUS. 

\ViLl.L\M  M.  Tlllis  is  a  iiativt;  of  l.ymaii,  N.  II.  He  was  boin 
.■ViigList  26,  iSj4,  being  the  .son  of  John  S.and  Sally  (lioynton)  Titus. 
His  parents  were  not  in  the  best  of  circumstances,  and  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  he  enjoyed  were  tlie  result  of  nine  to  eleven 
weeks'  attendance  in  the  summer  at  the  district  school  yearly,  until 
he  was  nine  years  old,  then  alternating  to  winter  attendance  for  the 
same  number  of  weeks  until  the  age  of  eighteen.  Mr.  Titus  came 
to  Reading  in  1S46  to  work  at  the  cabinet  furniture  business,  and 
was  afterwards  employed  for  twenty-si.x  years  at  the  organ-pipe  manu- 
factory of  Sanuicl  I'ierce.  Upon  ^evernlg  liis  connection  with  the 
latter,  lie  engaged  in  the  st(jve,  tinware,  and  jobbing  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  after  which  lie  retired  from  active  business  pur- 
suits. He  was  married  to  Dolly  (.'.  I'rench,  of  Bedford,  N.  H., 
Jan.  21,  1S57.    They  have  one  daughter,  (leo.  ,\.  Manning,  of 

Melrose.  Mr.  Titus  has  always  been  actively  interested  in  nation 
and  State  politics,  as  well  as  in  local  al'fairs.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Registers  for  three  years. 


recommending  an  anniversary  poet,  electrified  a  meeting 
of  his  associates  of  the  larger  body,  by  reporting  in  flow- 
ing rhyme  the  progress  and  result  of  his  strenuous  efforts 
to  tind  a  poet  worthy  the  great  day,  with  personal  allu- 
sions to  the  qualifications  of  members  of  tlie  joint  com- 
mittee, to  wit :  — 

'Twas  just  two  weeks  ago  to-nighl, 

I  started  in  with  all  my  might 

To  hnd  a  poet  in  the  nation 

Who'd  honor  our  grand  celebration. 

I've  hunted  high  and  hunted  low. 

If  'twere  not  true  I'd  tell  you  so. 

None  to  my  mind  ditl  there  appear 

But  that  old  timer,  lUll  Shakespeare, 

And  that  other  well  digested  bard, 

To  whom  death  ditl  come  so  hard. 

Ah  !  sad  indeed  was  hi.^  dire  plight, 

This  victim  of  an  appetite. 

( )f  course  you  know  what  was  his  fate, 

1  mean  the  poet  Laura  ate. 

My  thoughts  then  turned  to  those  now  here, 

With  hopes  that  they  might  fill  the  sphere  ; 

But  as  I  thought  it  all  seen^ed  darker, 

I  ne'er  had  heard  of  I'oet  Parker, 

Xor  could  I,  in  my  mental  struggles, 

Seem  to  make  a  mu^e  of  Riii^i^lcs. 

Then,  there's  another  Re.uling  man, 

S./c-,  /  he  is  and  dii\e>  a  span  ; 

A'.i/ri'.f.f  his  tlioughts  he  can,  in  i)rose, 


But  \\hen  it  comes  to  rhyme  —  \slio  knous.' 

Now  yonder,  silling  <i\  ur  llieie. 

We  see  a  man  with  "  ra\  en  "  hair. 

Who's  so  unlike  the  gloomy  Poe, 

We'd  scarce  e.xpect  the  genial  /.mo 

To  write  'bout  birds  perched  on  a  df)or,  • 

Forever  saying  "nevermore." 

At  l.ist  I  said,  this  is  infernal, 

We  can't  get  poetry  from  the  Colonel  ; 

lint  stop  !  one  bears  a  name, 

.\ltho'  'tis  old,  well  known  to  fame, 

.\nd  when  he,  tocj,  is  (.leatl,  gone  lience,  sir. 

His  name  may  live  as  I'oet  Speiieer. 

Another,  who  with  Milton,  Schiller, 

iMight  hold  his  own,  is  K.  C.  Miller. 

The  Sijuire,  too,  might  leave  his  law, 

To  scril)ble  odes  and  sonnets,  for 

I  Irs  uncle  and  his  honored  sire 

Were  both  great  poets,  none  stood  higher. 

From  the  north  there  comes  a  strange  (pi.irtet. 

Their  names  I've  not  tlivulged  as  yet. 

Three  lliielielon  they  were,  who  came. 

All  waiting  on  a  charming  I  hi  me. 

ICach  looked  as  if  he  were  poetry  .shedding. 

But  they  don't  raise  poets  in  North  Reading 

I  thouglit  of  my  great-uncle  John, 

Who  died  soon  after  I  was  born, 

A  poet  of  no  small  renown. 

Who  lived  in  old  South  Reading  town; 

And  glad  was  I  to  claim  hi^  kinship. 

Another  poet's  found — yours  truly, 


EDWARD  F.  BROOKS. 

ICuwAKi)  F.  Brooks,  son  of  F^izabeth  A.  and  William  Brooks, 
was  born  on  West  Street,  Reading,  Marcli  30,  1851.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  obtained  in  the  public  schools,  which  he  left 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  to  engage  in  shoemaking,  afterwards 
clerking  for  eleven  years  in  grocery  and  dry  goods  store>.  I'aght 
years  ago  he  started  in  for  himself  in  the  dry  gootis  business, 
which  he  has  recently  relincpushed,  having  received  an  appointment  as 
town  undertaker.  .Mr.  ISrooks  was  married  to  Mary  Fi/,/.ie  I'eimey, 
of  Reading,  A])ril  29,  1874,  and  has  one  daughter.  Bertha  I'.  He  has 
been  a  memlier  of  the  [.  (  •.  (  1.  V.  forlwenty  years,  .it  prouiil  being 
affiliated  with  -Security  Lodge,  .\o.  208.  He  al>o  lioUls  membership 
in  What  Cheer  Colony,  U.  U.  1'.  F. 


•  ••  '     .1    :  /'    .I!!'  J-J-lll'l''./    :•'  '  \ 


OF  THE  ANCIEN'J'  TOWN  OF  REDDING 


383 


GOOD  SAMARFPAN  F()D01<:  A.  V.and  A.  M.,  of 
Reading  (the  .second  of  its  name),  was  instituted 
Nov.  9,  1870.  "I'iie  original  Good  Samaritan  Lodge  was 
chartered  in  1798,  and  during  the  anti-masonic  agitation  of 
the  years  1826-30,  it  relinquished  its  charter.  In  October, 
1870,  the  idea  of  forming  another  lodge  took  definite 
shape,  and  the  following  free  masons  were  constituted  as 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  Good  Samaritan  Lodge  by 
William  Sewall  Gardner,  then  grand  master  of  masons  of 
Massachusetts  :  — 

Nathan  D.  Stoodley,  Charles  W.  Cumniings,  Jacol)  Graves,  James 
Raid,  Wni.  J.  Iloldeii,  Carroll  1).  Wright,  Naaman  II.  Turner, 
Daniel  1!.  Lovejoy,  George  W.  Grouard,  John  H.  Lewis,  Jr.,  E.  M. 
lirown,  F.  Ilarndcn,  Harris  Ani.izeen,  I'harles  II.  Lang,  George  \V. 
Simes,  A.  A.  Prescott,  Daniel  A.  iMiiery,  .Samuel  T.  Sweetser, 
Samuel  II.  Dinsnioor,  William  II.  Perkins,  Earl  G.  liarton,  Hubbard 
E.  Cox,  David  II.  Kendall,  Charles  II.  Moulton,  .S.  D.  Niles,  V.  IS. 
Kimball,  David  C.  Temple,  William  II.  Wightman,  T.  C.  Trow, 
Horace  L.  Cummings,  F.  A.  Morse,  A.  L.  Smith,  15.  F.  Newell. 

Of  these  thirty-three  original  members,  but  seven,  after 
lapses  of  a  quarter 
century,  remain  on 
the  lodge  rolls,  viz., 
worshipful  brothers 
Nathan  1).  Stotjclleyi 
James  Reid,  and 
William  H.  Wight- 
man,  and  brothers 
Samuel  F.  Sweetser, 
Hubbard  E.  Cox, 
David  H.  Kendall, 
and  David  C.  Fem- 
ple.  In  the  twenty- 
five  years  of  its 
existence,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  six 
m  embers  have 
joined  the  lodge  by 
initiation  and  thirty- 
seven  have  joined 
b  y  dimit.  T  h  e 
lodge  has  a  member- 
ship at  the  present  time  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five.  The  first  officers  were  Nathan  1).  Stoodley,  wor- 
shipful master;  Jacob  (Graves,  senior  warden  ;  Charles  W. 
Cummings,  junior  warden  ;  James  Reid,  treasurer  ;  Wni. 
J.  Flolden,  secretary  ;  Daniel  A.  Emery,  senior  deacon; 
David  C.  Temple,  junior  deacon;  Naaman  H.  Turner, 
senior  steward  ;  Samuel  T.  Sweetser,  junior  steward ; 
David  H.  Kendall,  marshal;  T.  C.  Trow,  tyler. 

The  following  brethren  have  been  honored  by  the 
lodge,  by  election  to  the  otilice  of  worshipful  master  :  — 

Nathan  D.  Stoodley,  1S71;  James  Reid,  1S72,  1873;  Daniel  A. 
Emery,  1874,  1S75,  1S76,  1883,  1884,  1885;  William  D.  Deadman, 
1877,  1878;  John  G.  Morrill,  1S79,  1880;  Still  man  J.  Putney,  18S1, 
18S2;  J.  Fred  Parker,  1S86,  18S7  ;  William' 1.  Wightman,  1S88; 
William  E.  Gray,  1SS9  ;  John  G.  Roberts,  1890;  Frank  Parker, 
1891;  Walter  S.  Parker,  1892,  1893;  J.  Albert  Stott,  1894;  Daniel 
T.  IHckford,  1895,  1S96. 

The  lodge  was  materially  weakened  in  1888,  by  the 
withdrawal  of  its  Wakefield  membership  to  form  Golden 


LODGE  ROOM  OF  GOOD  SAMARITAN  LODGE,  A.  F.  AIJD  A.  M., 
AND  READING  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER. 


Rule  Lodge  oi  liiat  town,  but  the  past  few  years  have 
been  )'ears  of  great  prosperity,  and  to-day  Good  Samari- 
tan Lodge  is  stronger  than  ever.  I'Vjr  over  twenty  years 
the  meetings  were  held  in  the  old  bank  building,  corner 
Main  and  Pleasant  Streets,  but  the  accommodations  were 
totally  inadequate,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  lirick 
building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Haven  Streets,  owned 
by  the  Masonic  Temple  Ikiilding  Association,  the  present 
comfortable  quarters  were  fitted  up  and  the  lirst  meeting 
was  held  in  l'"e])ruary,  1894.  The  masonic  apartments 
which  are  on  the  top  floor  of  the  building  consist  of  lodge 
room,  fifty  by  thirty-eight  feet,  smoking  room,  officers' 
room,  reception  room,  candidates"  room,  toilet  room,  coat 
room,  and  banquet  hall,  covering  an  area  of  al)out  fort)'- 
five  hundred  scpiare  feet. 

The  rooms  are  occupied  jointly  by  Good  Samaritan 
Lodge  and  iveading  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  The  officers 
of  the  lodge  are  :  I )aniel  T.  Bickford,  worshipful  master; 
Arthur  T.   Fond,  senior   warden  ;   Charles   .\.  Loring, 

jimior  warden  ;  Wm. 
Ruggles,  treasurer; 
Walter  M.  Scott, 
secretary ;  Geo.  L. 
Pratt,  Senior  dea- 
con ;  ,A  r  t  h  u  r  S. 
'Futtle,  junior  dea- 
con ;  (iCO.  A.  .Shack- 
ford,  senior  steward  ; 
Edward  H.  Fames, 
junior  steward ; 
Oliver  F.  Beal,  mar- 
shal; Abel  E.  Pres- 
cott, inside  sentinel ; 
Charles  W.  Fee, 
organist  ;  Elbridge 
D.  Smith,  tyler. 
'Fhe  regular  com- 
munications are  held 
the  first  Wednesday 
of  every  month,  to 
which  the  fraternity 
are  cordially  invited.  Reading  I-loyal  Arch  Chaiiter, 
which  occupies  Masonic  Flail  jointly  with  Good  Saniari- 
tan  Fodge,  was  chartered  Nov.  20,  1872.  Its  prelimi- 
nary meeting  for  organization  was  held  l'\*b.  21,  1872. 
Its  first  ofikers  were  :  N.  D.  Stoodley,  M.  E.  H.  P. ;  D.  A. 
Emery,  E.  K. ;  James  Reid,  E.  S. ;  T.  C.  Trow,  treasurer; 
J.  R.  Fowe,  secretary  ;  N.  H.  Turner,  chaplain  ;  W.  H. 
Perkins,  captain  H.  ;  John  McDonald,  P.  S.  :  I).  C.  'J'em- 
ple,  R.  A.  C.  ;  W.  H.  Wightman.  M.  3d  V.;  D.  15.  Fove- 
joy,  M.  2d  V.  ;  J.  S.  EUenwood,  M.  ist  V. ;  R.  P.  Wright, 
S.  S. ;  Josiah  Batcheller,  Jr.,  J.  S.  ;  'Fhomas  P).  Richards, 
tyler. 

Its  jurisdiction  embraces  Reading,  Wakefield,  and 
Stoneham,  and  for  the  past  four  years  its  growtii  has 
been  steady.  It  has  a  membership  at  the  present  time 
of  one  hundred  and  five,  and  is  in  a  most  prosperous 
condition.  Its  regular  convocations  are  held  the  third 
Wednesday  of  every  month,  to  which  all  companions 
are  fraternally  invited. 
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TWO  HUNDRKD  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


WILLIAM  IIENR\'  TWO.MliLY  was  bora  in 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Feb.  28,  1822,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Lydia  (Home)  Twomljly.  Almost  as  soon 
as  he  had  learned  his  letters  he  became  an  omniverous 
reader.  Histories,  biographies,  travels,  novels,  and  even 
the  political  newspapers  of  the  day  were  devoured,  and 
so  he  was  a  partisan  early  in  the  Jacksonian  days.  His 
mind  was  also  inrtamed  with  a  desire  to  see  the  world. 
He  soon  wanted  to  delve  into  the  mysteries  of  the  print- 
ing business.  An  opportunity  to  indulge  this  wish  came 
just  as  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  became  a 
"  devil "  in  one  of  the  three  newspaper  offices  of  the 
town.  His  first  duties  were  making  the  office  fires, 
sweeping,  and  picking  up  type,  going  half  a  mile  to  a 
soap  boiler's  for  a  bucket  of  lye  to  wash  rollers  and  type, 
bringing  water  from  a  house  on  another  street,  carrying 
papers  to  subscribers  on  pub-  ^      .    ,  . 

li cation  day,  etc. 

In  the  spring  of  1836,  he 
was  easily  persuaded  by  a 
captain  to  go  fishing,  and 
made  two  trips  to  the  Bay 
of   Fundy  and   Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence.     In  the  fall  he 
went  as  sailor  boy  in  a  new 
ship  to  the    South  and  to 
Europe.    Returning  to  New 
York  the  next  July,  he  came 
home  well  cured  of  sea  life, 
resumed   the  printing  busi- 
ness, and    went    to  school. 
In   1839,  he   joined  Major 
Ringgold's  (afterwards 
killed    at  Palo   Alto)  Hying 
artillery,  but  was  soon  dis- 
charged,  being  under  age. 
In    1840,   he  went  to  New- 
York  and  worked  on  several 
of  the  daily  papers  there. 
In  1845,  under  expectation 
of   being    appointed    to  a 
petty  office,   he  shipped  in 
the  navy,  and  was  sent  to 
the  receiving   ship  "  Penn- 
sylvania" in   Norfolk  Harbor.    Admiral   Farragut  was 
then  captain    of  her.     Soon  after  reaching  there,  Mr. 
Twombly  was  taken  sick  with  rheumatism  and  sent  to 
the  hospital.  After  remaining  there  a  month  or  two  he  was 
discharged,  and  then  tramped  to  Petersburg,  over  one 
hundred  miles  distant,  where  he  procured  work.  After 
working  there  a  week  or  two,  he  went  to  Richmond, 
where  he  obtained  a  situation  and  stayed  until  F'ebru- 
ary,  when  he  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  labored 
for  several  years  mostly  on  daily  papers,  with  an  occa- 
sional visit  to  Boston.    In  1856,  he  came  to  Boston  to 
stay.     In  1S58,  Mr.  Twombly  married    Ellen  Amelia, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Townsend,  of  Lowell.  She 
died  July  10,   1882,   leaving  him  with  three  children, 
Willie  E.  and  J.  Franklin,  who  are  now  associated  with 
him  in  business,  and  Grace  S.      He  soon  after  became 


a  permanent  newspaper  proprietor,  which  he  had  tried 
to  be  several  times  before,  having,  with  two  other  )'oung 
men,  started  a  weekly  paper  in  New  York  in  1S41,  in- 
tended as  a  satire  upon  society  as  it  then  existed.  William 
J.  Snelling,  a  noted  writer  of  the  day,  was  engaged  as 
editor.  The  very  first  number  sold  up  into  the  thou- 
sands, and  the  paper  began  a  most  prosperous  career, 
but  was  soon  nipped  in  the  bud. 

The   editor  was  very  sarcastic  in  ids   writings,  and 
soon  had  the  paper  heavily  involved  in  a  libel  suit  that 
squelched  it.     In  January,  1844,  he  and  another  young 
printer  began  the  publication  of  the  first  newspaper  in 
South  Boston,  under  favorable  auspices,  but  the  propri- 
etors could  not  agree,  and   after  a  few   weeks  Mr. 
Twombly  sold  out.    During  his  erratic  career,  he  had 
at   one  time   been   a  theatrical   manager    and  a  play- 
wright ;  at  another  time  kept 
an  oyster  saloon  in  Brook- 
lyn.    .Soon  after  marriage, 
he  became  connected  with 
Wright    &     Potter's  State 
printing    ofiice,    where  he 
stayed  during  the  busy  sea- 
sons until   1864,   when  he 
joined    the    company  that 
published  the  I),!/7_v  I'oire, 
the  workingman's  newspa- 
per, of  which  he  was  busi- 
ness manager  for  one  year. 
In  1 86 7,  he  accepted  a  sit- 
uation as  foreman   of  the 
Barre  Gazette  office,  in  Wor- 
cester County,  where  he  re- 
mained twovears.    In  1869, 
he  purchased  a  little  sheet 
in  Camden,  Me.,  which  he 
enlarged  and  improved,  and 
published    successfully  for 
three    years,  when,  hoping 
to  benefit  his  health,  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  \\'akeheld. 
Here    he    remained  eight 
years,  uniting  three  papers 
into  one,  since  then  and  now 
known  as  the  highly  successful  Citizen  and  Inmiur.  In 
1880,  he  sold  out  and  became  publisher  of  the  Golden 
J{ii!e,  in  Boston,  for  six  months,  when  he  came  to  Read- 
ing, where  he  has  remained  ever  since  as  the  head  of 
the    l^eading  Clironiele.     Here  he  had  his  office  once 
totally  destroyed  by  fire,  soon  after  he  had  gathered  a 
very  nice  and  complete  one.     Here  he  lost  his  beloved 
wife,  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  over  twenty- 
four  )'ears.    .As  a  society  man,  he  was  many  years  ago  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  is  a  past  worthy 
patriarch  ;  is  a  member  of  .Vmity  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Cam- 
den, Me.  ;  belongs  to  the  Twombly  Lodge,  G.  T.  (named 
for  him),  of  Camden;  is  a  member  of  the  New  England 
Suburban  Press  .Association,  of  which  he  was  for  several 
)'ears  vice-president ;  is  a  charter  member  and  one  time 
president  of  the  Wakefield  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 


WILLIAM  H.  TWOMBLY. 
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THE  first  newspaper  to  pulilisii  the  local  news  ol 
any  of  the  Readings  was  the  Middlesex  (Wobiirn) 
Joitrnal,  an  arrangement  having  been  made  in  1854,  be- 
tween the  publisher  and  several  prominent  citizens  of 
South  Reading,  to  have  a  department  in  that  paper  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  that  town,  the  citizens  to  fur- 
nish the  matter.  15.  V.  Tweed,  Esq.,  wrote  the  initial, 
article,  and  Edward  Mansfield,  Esq.,  continued  to  edit 
the  department  for  about  ten  years,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  people. 

In  1858,  Mr.  \V.  H.  Hutchinson,  of  Boston,  started  a 
paper  called  the  South  Reading  Gazette,  which  continued 
for  three  years.  In  1868,  Mr.  A.  A.  Foster,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  late  Henry  C.  (Jray,  then  publisher  of  the 
Stoneham  Sentinel,  began  a  paper  called  the  Wakefield 


licatioii  of  a  paper  called  the  .lilvoiiite,  in  a  room  ovci' 
the  post-otlice,  simply  having  the  tyi'ic  in  which  it  was  set 
\\\).  The  presswork  of  this,  as  well  as  that  oi  the  Citizen, 
was  done  in  lioston.  After  printing  five  or  six  numbers, 
or  early  in  September,  the  .  lilTocate  was  sold  to  W.  11. 
Twombly,  who  at  the  time  knew  nothing  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Citizen,  but  supposed  this  to  be  the  only 
publication  in  town.  However,  he  resoU'ed  to  have  a 
complete  newspaper  and  job  office  established  in  Wake- 
field, but  when  he  began  to  look  around  for  a  suitable 
location  he  could  find  none.  Although  a  hundred  build- 
ings had  been  erected  that  siunmer,  no  rooms  Luge 
enough  were  to  be  hatl.  In  this  emergenc}',  he  went  to 
?\Ir.  C}rus  Wakefield,  who  told  him  he  could  partition 
off  as  much  space  as  he  needed  in  one  of  his  factor)' 
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Jhxnner,  which  was  printed  in  Stoneham.  Mr.  Foster 
was  a  very  able  man,  and  the  Bcinner  met  with  much 
success. 

Up  to  1872,  there  had  been  no  printing  ofifice  in  Wake- 
field. In  the  summer  of  that  year,  a  company  of  ten 
of  the  active  business  men  of  the  place,  resolved  to  make 
a  first-class  newspaper  for  Wakefield,  bought  out  the 
business  and  good-will  of  the  /•'(//'//'/d';-^ changed  the  name 
to  the  Citizen,  purchased  type,  rented  an  office  in  Per- 
kins's Block,  corner  Main  and  Albion  Streets,  and  chose 
Dr.  Azel  Ames,  Jr.,  a  talented  man,  as  editor.  This  was 
a  very  handsome,  bright  paper,  and  met  with  much  suc- 
cess. About  the  same  time  a  club,  composed  of  men  in 
favor  of  Horace  (Greeley  for  President,  began  the  pub- 


buildings,  and  he  would  furnish  heat,  light,  and  power. 
Mr.  Twombly  did  so,  and  hired  desk  room  in  a  store  on 
Main  Street  for  a  publication  office.  Soon  after  this, 
Mr.  Wakefield  suggested  that  the  name  of  the  paper  be 
changed  back  to  the  Invtner,  which  the  Citizen  comjjany 
had  thrown  away,  but  which  he  liked.  This  was  done, 
and  the  Citizen  proprietors  made  o])position,  which  was 
una\'ailing.  The  Jianner  prospered.  Mr.  Wakefield  took 
sixty-three  copies,  gave  it  a  column  advertisement,  and 
sent  to  tile  oflice  all  his  job  work,  amoimting  to  a  con- 
siderable sum. 

In  1873,  the  hard  times  came  on.  In  October  of 
that  year,  Mr.  Wakefield  died  suddenly.  This  changed 
the    aspect  of    affairs.     The  rattan  company  that  was 
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organized  after  Iiis  deatli  took  away  all  the  job  work,  cut 
down  the  subscriptions  to  live,  and  reduced  the  adver- 
tisement to  half  a  column.  On  the  ist  of  January, 
1S74,  the  /jf^/zz/tv- bought  the  7/ of  Dr.  Azel  .Vmes, 

Jr.,  who  had  become  sole  owner,  and  united  the  two 
papers.  In  April,  the  Citizen  and  Banner  office  was  re- 
moved to  Albion  Mall,  just  vacated  by  the  Methodist 
society.  Here  it  remained,  with  considerable  success, 
until  November,  1875,  when  it  was  moved  into  VVake- 
held's  niock,  where  the  younger  Cyrus  Wakefield  had 
fitted  up  very  handsome  rooms,  especially  for  the  news- 
paper, where  the  office  now  is.  March  i,  1880,  Mr. 
Twombly  sold  llie  paper  and  office  to  Chester  W.  Faton, 
Esq.,  who  successfully  managed  the  concern  for  eleven 
years,  when  he  sold  out  to  Maitland  P.  Foster,  who  is 
the  head  and  front  of  the  Citizi/i  and  Banner  office  to- 
day. The  paper  has  ever  been  prosperous,  and  is  at 
present  better  than  ever.  It  is  a  remarkably  clean  and 
newsy  paper,  and  one  of  the  most  handsomely  printed 
sheets  in  the  State. 

In  May,  1881,  Mr.  Twombly,  who  liad  become  pub- 
lisher of  the  Keading  Chronicle,  started  a  new  paper, 
called  the  Wakefield  Bulletin^  which  was  continued  with 
some  success  until  1S87,  when  it  was  sold  to  Frederick 
\V.  Young,  who  had  a  year  or  more  previously  began 
the  publication  of  a  paper  called  the  Wakefield  Record, 
and  he  united  the  two  as  the  J\!ecord  and  Jhilletin.  In 
1893,  he  sold  out  to  the  Jiecord  Publishing  Company. 
Carl  E.  Dunshee  conducted  the  paper  until  his  health 
broke  down,  when,  early  in  1894,  it  was  absorbed  by  the 
Citizen  and  Banner. 

In  May,  1894,  Frederick  W.  Young  began  the  publica- 
tion of  a  little  daily  paper  called  the  Wakefield  Daily 
Jtein.  Mr.  \'oung  is  a  natural  newspaper  man,  who  iias 
had  considerable  experience,  is  energetic  and  persever- 
ing, and  with  the  aid  of  the  accomplished  printer,  Mr. 
.\.  W.  Brownell,  has  made  a  handsome  and  readable 
little  paper,  which  seems  to  be  well  supported. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Reading  was  started 
about  1868,  and  was  called  the  Cliro)iicle  and  N^eivs.  It 
was  originated  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Gray,  of  the  Stoneham 
Sentinel,  and  printed  in  Stoneham.  .Vfter  publishing  it 
for  several  years,  he  sold  it  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Hill,  of  Reading, 
who  put  the  first  printing  office  into  the  town.  Mr.  Hill 
continued  the  paper  for  a  number  of  years,  having  at 
one  time  as  partner  a  young  man  from  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  named  Carlton  T.  Tolman,  who  afterwards 
became  sole  proprietor.  In  1880,  the  ofiice  was  sold 
to  John  Mandeville,  who  had  been  acting  as  foreman. 
In  December  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  W.  H.  Twombly 
bought  the  concern  of  Mr.  Mandeville.  The  office  was 
immediately  moved  into  commodious  quarters  in  Wes- 
ton's Block,  Haven  Street.  The  paper  was  enlarged  and 
printed  in  new  type. 

On  the  early  morning  of  June  17,  1^83,  the  office  was 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  which  also  consumed  the 
block  and  much  other  property.  Immediately  an  un- 
occupied store  on  Pleasant  Street  was  secured,  and  the 
task  of  gathering  material  for  a  new  office  was  begun. 
The  ne.\t  paper  was  printed  in  Boston,  but  the  subse- 


(luent  one  was  issued  from  its  cnvii  premises,  press  work 
and  all.  The  office  continued  here  for  some  years.  As 
the  two  sons  became  of  age,  they  were  taken  into  partner- 
ship, Willie  E.  in  1885,  and  J.  Frank  in  1SS7,  and  they 
are  now  the  managers  of  the  paper,  the  father  being  a 
■confirmed  invalid. 

The  Clironicle  is  now  printed  and  published  in  the  new 
Masonic  ISuilding,  corner  of  Main  and  Haven  Streets, 
where  offices  were  especially  fitted  up  for  it.  A  job 
printing  department  with  all  modern  improvements  is 
connected  with  it.  The  paper  enjoys  the  C(jnfidence  of 
the  public,  has  a  large  circulation,  and  is  respected  as  a 
clean,  honest,  and  newsy  sheet. 


JAMES  W.  GP-,'IMES. 

JamI'.S  AVii.son'  Gkimi  s  was  fjoru  in  1  lillsfjoroii^^li,  1  lillsljcjiouuli 
County,  N.  II.,  on  tlic  21st  of  XovL-mI)L-r,  1.S65.  ]).LiLnts,  ('nl. 

James  Forsytli  Grimes,  an  otiTcer  of  tlie  rejiular  army,  whu  sli  \  l'(1 
witli  distinction  dnring  tlie  War  of  tlie  i-tel lelliun,  antl  Sarah  Ann 
Jones,  were  nati\  es  of  tlie  same  luwn.  I  lis  ancestors  on  liis 
fatlier's  side  were  "  Scotclr-hisli  "  descent.  I'.niigr.iting  in  tile  early 
part  of  tile  seventeentli  centnry  from  A ruilesliire,  Scot.,  tu  tlie  north 
of  Ireland,  tliey  settled  in  the  province  of  Ulster;  thence  coming  to 
America  in  1 7  1 9,  they  located  for  a  time  in  Hoston,  and  afterwards 
in  \ew  I  lampshire,  and  were  among  the  original  settler.^  of  the 
towns  of  I  )eering  and  llillshoroiigli.  <  hi  his  mollier's  side,  his 
grandfather,  I'lben  Jones,  u  as  of  Welsli  descent,  while  his  grand- 
mother, Mary  'rnrner  C'arr,  was  of  I'higlish  extraction.  ller  father, 
iMisign  Carr,  early  embraced  the  cause  of  indepentlence,  ami  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  gallantry  on  many  a  Ijattleheld. 

Mr.  Grimes  was  named  for  a  great-nncle,  James  W'iKon  (Crimes, 
who  was  the  first  republican  governor  of  Iowa,  and  afterwauls 
represented  that  State  in  the  United  States  .Senate.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schocjls  of  Ins  native  town  and  Weynionlh, 
Mass.,  at  Phillips  Audover  .Vcademy,  and  lioston  University,  lie 
read  law  with  Hon.  John  Colby,  of  lloston,  and  at  l!o-,loii  Uni- 
versity Law  .School,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  iSijo, 
with  the  degree  of  l,.l,.  IS.  Immediately  after  gradii.Ltit)n  he  went  to 
Iowa  with  the  intention  of  settling;  passed  the  examination  :ind 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  i.Sijo. 
Returning  I'^ast,  he  was  examined  and  admitted  to  the  Sulfolk  bar; 
was  associated  in  business  for  one  year  with  John  II.  Colby,  of 
Boston,  and  then  opened  an  oftice  for  himself  at  47  Court  Street, 
lioston,  where  he  is  located  at  the  present  time. 

As  the  son  of  a  veteran,  he  is  naturally  interested  in  military 
affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  First  Corps  of  Cadets.  lie  is  .'ilso  a 
member  of  Good  .Samaritan  Lodge,  1'".  i\:  .A.  M.,  together  with  a 
number  of  other  organizations  social  in  character. 
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S  one  of  our  modern  thinkers 
puts  it,  "  Man  is  naturally  grti- 
garious  ";  consequently,  to  satisfy 
this  natural  craving  for  compan- 
ionship, the  Reading  Athletic 
Club  was  formed  in  the  winter  of 
1886-87  for  the  avowed  purpose 
if/^    •'^ai.^yM.V"  encouraging    athletic  sports, 

^  «§^^SkcW^^  procuring  suitable  diversion  for 
its  members,  and  the  promotion 
of  fellowship  between  them.  I'  rom  a  ver)'  small  gathering 
in  Feijruary,  1887,  of  t\\ enty- 
,  six  members,  the  club  has 
grown  steadily,  until  it  now 
has  on  its  roll  upward  of  one 
hundred  and  fift}'  names, 
among  whom  are  many  promi- 
nent in  social,  political,  liter- 
ary, and  business  life.  Tlie 
club  has  been  in  the  vanguard 
in  all  matters  which  make  for 
the  prosperity  of  Reading, 
and  is  essentially  a  town  insti- 
tution. Much  of  its  success 
is  plainly  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  its  officers  are  guid- 
ing spirits,  ha\e  been  and 
are  now  practically  the  same 
as  when  organized  nine 
years  ago.  iMr.  Dudley  J'\ 
Hunt,    its   respected  head, 

has  received  the  unusual  compliment  of  nine  successive 
elections  to  the  office  of  president,  and  the  honor  is  well 


deserved  ;  for  in  his  elforts  to  po|)ularize  the  club,  he  has 
spared  no  time  or  expense,  and  the  spacious  and  well- 
equipped  club-house  is  a  monmnent  to  his  energy  and 
executi\'e  abilit}-.  The  club  has  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  the  friendly  contests  of  the  Inter-Club- 
League,  composed  of  clubs  representing  oiu"  sister  munici- 
palities of  Melrose,  Maiden,  ( 'helsea,  Somerville,  anil 
Winchester,  and  has  acqLiitted  itself  in  a  manner  to  bring- 
no  discredit  to  our  old  town. 

The  club-house  is  centrally  located  on  Ash  .Street,  and 
its  N'arious  apartments,  consisting  of  a  well-furnished  g\'m- 


TALLY-HO  FROM  THE  READING  ATHLETIC  CLUB, 
In  the  procession  at  Reading's  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftietli  Celebration.     (From  a  plioio  t^ken  in  front  of  ilie  Club  House.) 

nasium,  dancing  hall,  parlor,  whist  room,  bowling  alley, 
shooting  gallery,  reading  room,  bath  rooms,  and  dressing 

rooms,  cover  an  area 
of  about  eight  thousand 
square  feet.  The  re- 
quirements for  meinl)cr- 
ship  are  sinipl)'  that  the 
applicant  must  be  of 
good  character  and  over 
eighteen  years  of  age. 
Its  officers  are  :  D.  I''. 
1 1  unt,  jDresitlent  ;  W. 
M.  Scott,  vice-president  ; 
A.  R.  Prentiss,  secre- 
tary ;  K.  N.  Hunt, 
treasurer;  W.  I.  Rug- 
gles,  O.  L.  Jieal,  and 
James  Lindsay,  house 
committee,  and  a  go\'- 
erning  connuittee  of 
twelve  members,  includ- 
ing the  before-mentioned 
names,  who  meet  the 
second  Thursday  of  each 
nK)nth  and  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  club.  The 
entire  club  membership 
participated  in  the  quar- 

BASE  BALL  TEAM  OF  THE  READING  ATHLETIC  CLUB,  1890-91-92.  ter-millcnuial  CelebiatioU. 
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Till*',  first  meeting-  of  brethren  looking  to  the  ory;aniza- 
tion  of  .1  lodge  of  CJcId  J'"ello\vs  in  Reading  was  an 
informal  one.  It  was  held  in  the  month  of  March,  1S90, 
in  the  Proctor,  or  Old  liank  iiuildiiig,  at  tlie  corner  of 
Pleasant  and  Main  Streets.  'The  lirst  recorded  meeting 
was  held  at  the  store  of  brother  1'',.  F.  larooks,  on  Haven 
Street,  June  11,  of  the  same  year.  It  was  decided  to 
petition  for  a  charter,  which  was  granted  by  the  grand 
lodge  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  the  following  August. 
IjcIow  are  the  names  of  the  charter  members,  with  tlie 
dates  of  their  respective  initiations:  — 

Stephen  I*.  Kinsley,  P.  G.,  Jan.  24,  1SG5;  James  A.  Ellison,  1'.  G., 
Sept.  15,  KS73;  R. 
Dana  Southwell,  1'.  G., 
April  15,  1S75  ;  Milhird 
F.  Charles,  P.  G.,  July 
18,  1S74;  Geo.  II. 
Atkinson,  Oct.  iS,  18S2; 
Adelbert  E.  ]5atchelcler, 
August  15,  1S79;  Oliver 
L.  lieal,  June  IQ,  1SS2  ; 
William  S.  llickfoicl, 
March  7,  18S9;  Edward 
F.  Brooks,  Nov.  28, 
1S73  ;  Geo.  F.  liuck, 
May  25,  1 S77  ;  William 
II.  liyers,  F'eli.  11, 
18S0;  James  P.  Clem- 
ent, Dec.  4,  1S.S2  ;  Wal 
ter  I'".  Cook,  .Se|)t.  2S, 
KS83;  John  ().  Dow, 
Oct.  7,  I S74  ;  Warren 
E.  I'2aton,  Oct.  17, 
1873;  John  II.  Knights, 
May  4,  1886;  Melvin  II. 
Lowd,  Dec.  7,  1S77  ; 
J.  Newell  Nichols, 
March  6,  1S78  ;  Freil  1 1. 
Parker,  Nov.  6,  1874; 
Frank  W.  Parker,  Feb. 
25,  1881  ;  Harley  Pren- 
tiss, Oct.  6,  1S73  ;  Geo. 
L.  Putnam,  April  13, 
1866;  Charles  H.  .Swain, 
Sept.  18,  1885  ;  Octavius 
N.  Willis,  Nov.  6,  1874. 


The  lodge  was  in- 
stituted by  the 
officers  of  the  grand 
lodge,  Henry  Den- 
ver, G.  M.,  on  the 
evening  of  No\'.  1 4, 
1890,     at  ])Oyce's 

Hall,  on  Woburn  Street.  The  lodge  was  christened 
Security  Lodge,  No.  208  ;  the  names  of  its  first  elective 
officers  are  as  follows:  N.  G.,  James  P.  Clement  ;  V.  G., 
Melvin  H.  Lowd;  treasurer,  George  F.  Puck;  recording 
secretary,  Charles  L.  Walker  ;  secretary,  Millard  F. 
Charles;  trustees,  Warren  E.  Eaton,  three  years,  Stephen 
P.  Kinsley,  two  years,  Harley  Prentiss,  one  year.  The 
following  have  served  the  lodge  as  Noble  Grands  since  its 
institution  :  James  P.  Clement,  Melvin  H.  Lowd,  Edward  F. 
Brooks,  Josiah  Green,  John  N.  Nichols,  William  H.  Pyers, 
George  F.  Buck,  Walter  F.  Cook,  Ward  C.  Mansfield,  and 
Benjamin  Y.  Smith.    The  next  year  after  the  institution 


of  tlic  lodge,  a  few  of  the  brelliien  oiganized  themselves, 
imcler  the  name  of  the  Reading  Otlci  hellows'  Jjinlding 
Association,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  land  and  erecting 
a  building  for  tlie  use  of  the  new  lodge.  The  following 
brethren  petitioneil  for  the  charLer  :  James  P.  Clement, 
R.  Dana  Southwell,  Ward  C.  Mansfield,  Millard  F. 
Charles,  Stephen  P.  Kinsley,  llenry  E.  Ilolden,  arul 
George  ]•'.  Puck.  The  charter  was  granted  August  19, 
1891,  and  the  first  board  of  directors  consisted  of  the 
above-nameil  brethren,  with  Charles  L.  Richardson  as 
secretary.  Dec.  4,  1891,  the  association  voted  to  buy 
the  property  known  as  Boyce's  Hall,    'i'he  building  was 

formerly  a  church 
edifice,  built  for  a 
Presbyterian  s  o  - 
ciety.  in  July  of 
1893,  the  association 
contracted  with 
Henry  R.  Johnson 
t  o  remodel  the 
building  after  plans 
submitted  b)'  liim- 
self.  'I'he  bLulding 
now  consists  of  a 
basement  story,  con- 
taining a  banquet 
room,  a  spacious 
kitchen,  coat  and 
cloak  rooms,  and 
other  cons'eniences. 
Tlie  nn'ddle  stor)'  is 
an  assemljly  hall, 
having  a  gallery  and 
capable  of  seating 
fu'e  Inuulred  per- 
sons. The  third 
and  attic  stories  are 
devoted  to  lodge- 
room  piu'i^ioses.  In 
the  third  story  is 
the  lodge  room, 
measuring  fort}'-five 
l)y  thirty-five  feet, 
an  anteroom  and  a 
parlor.  The  attic 
stor_\'  is  petitioned  (jff 
into  closets  for  the 
holding  of  the  para- 
phernalia of  the  different  organizations  that  meet  in  the 
room  below.  In  the  tower  is  the  stairway  leading  to  the 
hall  gallery  and  the  lodge  apartments  above.  At  the  top 
is  a  smoking  room.  Security  Lodge  I.  O.  (  ).  F.,  having 
leased  the  two  upper  stories  of  the  association  building, 
held  its  first  meeting  in  its  new  quarters,  which  it  had 
fitted  up  at  an  outlay  of  several  hundred  dollars,  on  the 
evening  of  March  9,  1S94.  Early  in  its  history,  June  5, 
1891,  the  lodge  chose  a  committee  and  instructed  them  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  towartis  organizing  a  Rebekah 
lodge.  August  13,  a  charter  was  granted  by  the  grand 
lodge,  and    on  October  29,   the  lodge  was  instituted. 


ODD  FELLOWS'  BUILDING, 

Woburn  Struct,  Reading. 
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DR.  AZEr.  AMES,  born  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  August  16, 
1845,  married  most  happily,  Oct.  10,  1866,  Sarah 
I).  T.,  daughter  of  Dea.  Elijah  and  Sarah  A.  (Thomas) 
Ames,  of  Marshfield.  He  received  his  medical  degree  from 
Harvard  L^niversily  in  1871  ;  settled  in  practise  in  Wake- 
field in  March  of  that  year,  at  once  identif}'ing  himself  w  itli 
the  activities  of  the  community.  He  quickly  gained  rec- 
ognition in  his  profession  ;  was  secretary  for  several  years 
of  the  East  Middlesex  Medical  Society,  holding  all  other 
offices  in  its  gift.  He  secured  tiie  creation  of  Wakefield's 
first  independent  board  of  health,  being  for  several  years 
its  secretary  and  executive  officer,  fi'aming,  in  1872,  the 
"  Wakefield  Code  "  of  health  regulations,  which  have 
been  widely  adopted.  He  promoted  the  organization  of 
the  "  Review  Club,"  an  association  efficient  in  produc- 
ing many  needed  improvements  and  reforms,  including 
the  famous  "Review  (  lub 
Lectures."  Tlie  same  factors 
purchased  the  Wakefield 
Bainicr^  making  it  the  Wake- 
field Citizen,  and  an  inlluen- 
tial  journal  in  the  count)', 
]^r.  i\mes  being  its  chief 
editor,  later  its  sole  proprie- 
tor. In  1873-4,  he  wrote 
"  The  Work  of  Local  l^oards 
of  Health"  for  the  State 
I^oard,  conducted  and  pub- 
lished tiie  report  of  an 
inquiry  into  "  The  Sanitary 
Condition  of  Working  Peo- 
ple," for  the  Hureau  of  Sta- 
tistics of  Labor,  and  a  small 
volume,  "  Sex  in  Industry," 
a  plea  for  the  working  girl, 
which  brought  its  author 
some  repute,  being  reprinted 
entire  by  the  IJritish  journal, 
Public  Health. 

In  1873,  Dr.  Ames  began 
that  earnest  advocacy  of  a 
general  water  supply  for 
Wakefield  which  caused  him 
to  be  recognized  as  one  of  its 
chief  promoters.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  water  com- 
mittee of  the  town,  and  wrote  the  report  submitted  and 
published  by  it.  An  original  director  of  the  (^uanna- 
powitt  Water  Company,  his  labors  for  the  water  supply 
ceased  only  with  the  construction  of  the  works  by  this 
company  as  reorganized.  He  early  connected  himself 
with  the  Congregational  church  of  the  town,  a  member- 
ship he  still  retains,  and  with  its  Sabbath  school,  in  which 
he  occupied  nearly  every  position  in  its  administration. 
He  was  actively  associated  with  the  y.  M.  C.  A.,  tem- 
perance reform,  and  kindred  movements,  was  fine  mem- 
ber of  the  Richardson  Light  Guard,  and  member  of  the 
horticultural,  benevolent,  and  other  societies.  His  in- 
terest in  sanitary  science  early  created  large  demands 
upon  his  attention,  offering  a  field  of  labor  so  attractive 
that  he  relinquished  for  it  the  considerable  practise  he 
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had  ac(_|uired.  His  coiilril)utions  to  leading  medical  jour- 
nals, ami  to  the  shelves  of  the  anatomical  collections  ol 
Harvard  and  of  the  National  Museum  at  Washington, 
his  honorary  membersliips  in  medical  societies,  etc.,  in- 
dicate the  estimate  placed  upon  his  professional  work. 
He  was  often  chosen  as  moderator  of  town  and  p.irisi: 
meetings,  member  of  committees,  upon  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  public  library  (some  of  whose  re|3orts  he 
wrote  and  whose  catalogue  system  lie  entirely  remodeled ), 
as  delegate  to  numerous  political  and  other  conventions, 
etc.,  and  was  inlluential  in  securing  the  creation  of  the 
First  1  )istrict  Court  at  Wakefield,  and  representation 
upon  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  Active  polit- 
ically, he  never  sought  local  office,  but  became  a  candi- 
date for  representative  to  the  legislature  in  187S,  anti 
was  elected.    His  service  jn  the  legislature  was  chielly 

upon  sanitary  lines.  He  was 
member  and  clerk  of  the 
committee  on  public  health  ; 
secured  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  steam  from  locomotive 
valves,  and  elefeated  the  bill 
to  limit  anatomical  science 
(f(jr  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  olficers  of  Har- 
vard University,  his  ahiia 
viatcr,  and  the  special  thanks 
of  his  old  instructor,  <  )li\  er 
Wendell  Holmes).  Possess- 
ing an  honorable  record  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
ha\'ing  l)een  comniissi(.)ned 
as  a  first  lieutenant  of  engi- 
neers on  his  eigliteenth  liirth- 
day  (coming  of  military 
stock,  his  four  great-grand- 
fathers ha\'ing  all  been  Rev- 
olutionary soldiers,  and  his 
grandfather  an  officer  in  the 
War  of  1812),  he  became  a 
comrade  of  the  C.  A.  R.  in 
1868,  and  was  .  elected  com- 
mander of  Post  12  of  Wake- 
field in  I  878,  being  thrice  reelected,  and  was  successively 
elected  member  of  the  council  of  administration,  medical 
director  of  the  department,  and  surgeon-general.  He 
retains  his  membership  in  the  post,  anti  in  various  other 
organizations  of  the  town.  He  was  appointetl  1)\'  (lov. 
Long  a  member  of  the  Mass.  Metropolitan  Drainage 
Commission.  A  wide  traveler  and  student,  he  has  spent 
much  time  in  Europe,  holding  commissions  from  both 
State  and  nation,  being  also  delegate  to  two  international 
sanitary  congresses.  Descended  from  both  Pilgrim  and 
Puritan  stock,  a  member  of  leading  antiquarian  societies, 
he  has  cultivated  acquaintance  with,  and  written  much 
upon,  colonial  history  and  genealogy,  compiling  inter  alia 
the  "  History  of  the  Ames  Family  in  America."  Since 
1890,  Dr.  .Ames  has  resided  in  his  native  city.  His  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  daughter,  were  born  in  Wakefield. 
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GEORGP:  HIRAM  SWEETSER,  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli,  is  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Wakefieki,  who 
has  long  been  unostentatiously  identified  with  her  inter- 
ests. 

Afr.  Sweetser  was  born  in  South  Reading,  now  Wake- 
field, Sept.  15,  1830.  His  father  was  the  late  Hiram 
Sweetser,  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  (Healey)  Sweetser, 
was  born  in  Hampton  ]'"a]ls,  N.  IE,  but  came  to  this 
town  when  ([uile  yoimg,  and  now  resides  here,  in  her 
ninety-third  year,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  reasonable 
health.  Mr.  Sweetser  comes  of  sturdy  and  honorable 
Puritan  lineage,  represented  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Charlestown  and  Maiden.  His  ancestors  came  to  the 
old  parish  of  Reading  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  have  since  had  prominent  and  worthy  par- 
ticipation in  the  religious,  educational,  and  business  life 
of  the  community,  as  the 
local  annals  and  the  pages 
of  this  volume  bear  ample 
evidence. 

Mr.  Sweetser's  grand- 
father was  John  Sweetser, 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution,  enlisting  as  a 
volunteer  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  years,  standing  on 
"  tiptoe "  in  order  to  pass 
enlistment  examination.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  and  served 
throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  war.  Afterwards  he 
gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, and  at  one  time  had 
three  large  farms  under  his 
management,  besides  being 
engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  shoes.  The  old  home- 
stead was  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Lowell  and  Vernon 
Streets.  It  was  burned  a 
number  of  years  ago,  being 
then  known  as  the  C'ush- 
man  estate.  In  this  house 
were  born  all  his  children,  as  well  as  all  the  children  of 
his  son,  Hiram  Sweetser.  He  also  owned  and  subse- 
cjuently  occupied  the  house  and  place  now  the  pleasant 
home  of  Moses  P.  Parker,  diagonally  opposite  the  old 
homestead  estate.  John  Sweetser  was  the  son  of  Samuel 
Sweetser,  who  died  in  1818,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  In 
Eaton's  "  History  of  Reading,"  he  is  recorded  as  "  a  man 
of  intelligence,  punctuality,  and  probity."  John  died  in 
1847.  His  second  wife,  Rebecca  (Hawkes),  died  in  1866, 
aged  one  hundred  years  lacking  two  months.  His  son 
Hiram  was  born  in  1802,  and  occupied  the  homestead  on 
Vernon  Street  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to  Eaton 
Street,  to  the  residence  now  of  N.  E.  Cutler,  and  later 
erected  and  occupied  the  house  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  now  the  residence  of  his  widow.  He  was  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  town. 


GEORGE  H.  SWEETSER. 


(leorge  11.  Sweetser,  after  completing  his  schooling, 
learned  the  slujemaker's  trade,  hut  inheriting  {\uu\  his 
grandfather  a  love  for  farming,  has  always  iilentilicd  him- 
self with  farming  interests.  He  is  one  of  the  ciiarler 
members  of  the  Wakefield  Horticultural  and  Agricultural 
Society,  and  has  held  the  otiices  of  president  and  secretai  )', 
each,  for  a  nimiber  of  yeai  s.  He  alwa}'s  took  a  deep  inter- 
est in  its  annual  exhi].)itions,  contril^uting  the  products  of 
his  own  labcir  and  elTort,  and  closel)-  allied  himself  with 
all  its  conceruh.  He  was  one  of  the  fiist  sciiolars  to  enter 
the  high  school  when  it  was  originally  established,  grad- 
uating after  a  useful  course  of  stud)'.  He  was  for  thirty 
years  closely  Identified  with  the  interests  of  the  I'irst 
ISaptist  Church  of  Wakefield,  being  clerk  of  the  society 
for  twenty-eight  years  and  collector  for  fifteen  years.  He 
served  with  ability  as  a  member  of  the  building  com- 

nnttee,  in  the  construction 
of  the  present  JJaptist  church 
edifice,  and  was  especially 
zealous  and  efficient  in  col- 
lecting funds  for  the  pa)'- 
ment  of  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion. As  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school,  as  teacher 
in  the  same  for  many  years, 
and  as  chorister,  he  was  an 
earnest  and  conscientious 
worker  in  that  important 
branch  of  church  work. 

Mr,  Sweetser  has  always 
been  interested  in  public 
affairs  antl  the  prosperity  of 
his  native  town,  and  tliis 
spirit  of  local  patriotism  has 
led  him  to  faithfully  attend 
the  town  meetings,  and  use 
his  voice  and  inlluence  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  public 
welfare.  He  has  been  Ikju- 
ored  with  se\eral  town 
offices,  and  has  frequently 
served  on  important  coiu- 
mittees  entrusted  with  spe- 
cific matters  relating  to  town 
business.  Eor  two  years  he  served  as  superintendent  of 
streets,  at  the  time  when  the  old  s)stem  of  road  commis- 
sioners was  abolished.  Mr.  Sweetser  became  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  Wakefield  Savings  Rank  soon 
after  its  formation,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has 
served  on  its  board  of  trustees,  and  for  the  ])ast  six 
years  has  been  a  member  of  the  investment  committee. 

His  first  wife  was  Hannah  E.,  the  daughter  of  ("apt. 
Eoel  Sweetser,  and  two  children  are  now  living,  Clara  J. 
and  Lyman  E.  Sweetser.  His  second  wife,  Annie  Evelyn 
Kingman,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Samuel  Kingman, 
who,  for  twenty-two  years,  was  postmaster  of  Wakefield. 
Mr.  Sweetser  is  highly  respected  as  a  careful  and  conserva- 
tive man  of  business,  and  in  recognition  of  these  impor- 
tant qualifications  was  selected  as  executor  and  trustee  of 
the  large  estate  of  Jonathan  Nichols,  late  of  Wakefield. 
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OF  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  REDDING 


CELEBRATION  EXPENSES. 

Wakefield  Executive  Committee's  Report. 

ClIESTKK  W.  IvM'oN,  I'^s^i.,  Cluur)na)i  Goicral  Coininiltcc. 

Dc-iir  Sir:  —  The  Ivxecutive  Committee  appointed  hy  tlie  (leiieral 
Committee  l)eg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  :  —  ( )n  Feb.  27, 
1894,  our  committee  met  and  organized  by  electing  iulwin  C.  Miller 
as  chairman  and  ICverett  W.  ICaton  as  secretary.  Edwin  C.  Miller, 
C.  1''.  Woodward,  M.  l.ow,  and  C.  II.  Spencer  were  nominated  to 
act  with  tile  chairman  of  the  general  committee  on  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  tlie  three  towns.  The  ne.xt  meeting  of  our  committee  was 
on  Wednesday  evening,  March  2S,  and  a  meeting  was  held  on  e\  ery 
Wednesday  evening  from  that  time  on  until  after  the  celebration. 
Sub-committees  having  been  apjjointed  by  the  general  committee, 
they  were  requested  to  submit  estimates  of  the  amount  of  money 
desired  by  them  in  order  to  carry  out  the  features  of  the  day  of  whicli 


they  had  charge.    The  estimates  were  as  follows:  — 

Procession  and  out-door  music        .....  #590.00 

Historic  and  literary  exercises  ......  100.00 

I'ress         ..........  30.00 

Grand  stands    .........  350.00 

PrograiTis,  badges,  and  printing        .....  250.00 

1  )ecorations  and  tablets    .......  6^0.00 

Invitations  (no  estinuites  presented)  .... 

Fireworks  and  salutes      .......  250.00 

Law  and  order  .........  130.00 

Reception  and  entertainment  of  guests  (no  estimate  pre- 
sented) ......... 

livening  e.xercises  in  town  hall  (no  estimate  presented)  . 

Games  and  races      ........  250.00 

Transportation,  carriages,  and  barges      ....  450.00 

Location  of  historic  spots  (included  in  estimates  for 
decorations  and  tablets)  ..... 

Exhibition  of  historic  articles  ......  50.00 

Bureau  of  information,  booths,  tents,  and  refreshment 
stands,  and  book  of  proceedings  (no  estimates 
presented)  ........ 


?3, 1 00.00 

It  being  evident  that  the  sum  api)ropriated  woukl  be  exceetled 
unless  some  of  the  features  plannetl  weie  abandoned,  it  was  voted 
to  do  away  with  the  coinmittee  on  grand  stands  and  on  evening 
e.xercises  in  the  town  hall.  The  procession  being  one  of  the  i)rinci- 
pal  features  of  the  day,  at  an  early  meeting.  Col.  C.  F.  Woodward 
(chairman  of  the  committee  on  ])rocession  and  out-door  music)  was 
elected  chief  marshal.  This  committee  was  authorized  to  extend 
an  invitation  to  the  following  organizations  to  participate  in  the 
parade  :  —  Major  Taylor's  battalion  of  the  6th  Regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
and  the  signal  corps  attached  to  the  same;  II.  M.  Warren  Post  12, 
G.  A.  R. ;  Sons  of  Veterans  ;  Wakefield  High  School  Cadets  ;  fire- 
men of  Reading,  North  Reading,  and  Wakefield,  including  the 
Veteran  Firemen;  the  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  of  .Melrose; 
the  Newburyport  Veteran  Association,  and  to  all  trades,  business 
concerns,  clubs,  societies,  etc.,  in  Wakefield.  It  was  also  decided  to 
have  the  school  children  of  Wakefield  ride  in  barges.  The  Hugh 
de  Payens  Commandery  and  the  Newburyport  Veterans  at  the  last 
moment  were  unable  to  come.  The  Richardson  Light  Guard  was 
the  only  company  of  the  6th  Regiment  battalion  which  was  able  to 
turn  out  for  the  occasion,  so  Company  1)  and  Company  I  of  Lynn, 
belonging  to  the  8th  Regiment,  were  invited,  and  they,  willingly 
accepting,  in  addition  to  our  home  company  made  a  feature  of  the 
parade.    The  following  sums  of  money  were  approprialetl  for  the 


use  of  this  conimidee  :  — 

M  usic  (.|  liands)   is.|oo.oo 

Use  of  lire  deparlment  in  entertaining  guests,  etc.,    .       .  100.00 

Pi'i/es  "*....  100.00 

Watering  streets          ........  15.00 

I  )isplay  by  fire  wards  .        .        .        .        .        .    '    .        .  25.00 

Transportation  ajul  other  ex))enses     .....  60.00 


#690.00 

By  an  early  vote,  the  committee  on  invitations  (of  which  S.  K. 
Hamilton  was  chairman)  was  authorized  to  prepare  an  engraved  in- 


vitation tu  Ijc  sent  out  lu  llle  gucsls  of  the  l<i\\n,,in(l  .d-.ci  In  i>ii  |).nc 
an  invitation  to  be  issued  jointly  hy  the  eiti/ciis  of  Ihc  ihn  i-  luwn.s. 
It  was  the  intention  of  tlie  coniniiUeu  t'l  pl.ue  the  latter  in\ il.iiidii^ 
on  sale  at  five  cents  per  copy,  .nul  li\e  tlmusaud  were  mdeied  fur 
thi^  purpose.  lliiwexer,  on  account  of  uiui\ iiiilable  dcl.i)-.  these 
were  not  put  out  in  lime,  and  were,  therefore,  a  souice  of  expense 
instead  of  prolit,  a>  phnineil,  re.di/ing  only  ,>l6.22.  The  sclui  lii>n  of 
the  names  of  those  who  were  to  lie  the  giiesl>  of  the  town  uu-.  .d^i: 
left  to  this  committee,  subjcLl  to  the  a|)pn>\  al  nf  thu  c\ci  iiti\  e  1  nni- 
iiiittee.  lletween  (jiie  hundruil  and  lifty.iud  twu  h  u  ni  I  rui  1  >  )f  tlii.^L- 
invitatioIl-^  were  sent  out  to  pidilic  (jilit  iaL  .iiid  others,  and  ne.o  ly  .dl 
of  them  were  acceptetl.  For  tlie  use  of  this  committee  ^ij-^.d--^  was 
appropriated.  To  furnish  carriages  for  these  giu.sts  and  li.irgc^  fur 
the  school  children  was  the  duty  of  the  ccminiittee  on  tianspdil.i- 
ti(jn,  carriages,  and  barges,  of  whicli  W'm.  II.  .Vtucll,  Jr.,  w.i.^  (Ii.ni- 
man.     A  general  invitation  was  extemled  In  the  .-^Lhuul  childrLii  tu 


'     ■  LOUIS  E.  HAWES. 

Lotus  Fdw  ln'  H.wn  i.s,  born  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  Jan.  27,  i,S6o, 
was  educated  in  the  pidilic  schools  of  that  city,  and  at  the 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  graduating  from  the  (  i\il  engineer- 
ing department  of  the  latter  place  in  June,  1SS2,  whli  the  ilcgree  (it 
bachelor  of  .Science.  He  first  appeared  in  Wakelield,  in  1.SS3,  as 
lirincipal  assistant  engineer  on  tlie  cuiistrucliun  ot  the  \\'.d^L■lK■hl  and 
.Stoneham  Water  Works;  and  011  June  1(1,  i.SSO,  nianieil  llaltie 
Maria  lunerson,  twin  daughter  of  .Mr.  anil  Mrs.  ('h.nlc^  Siillniau 
Fmerson,  of  this  town  ;  since  which  time  he  h.is  re-^iilcd  heie 
much  as  his  Inrsiness  woidd  permit,  obtaining  a  pei  in.iucnl  ie->iden(  e 
in  1892,  by  the  purchase  of  llle  McKay  estate  on  .\\()n  .Street. 

.Mr.  Hawes  is  a  civil  and  hytlraulic  engineer,  m.d<iiig  a  specialty 
of  matters  pertaining  to  water  supply  aiul  sewerage,  and  has 
designed  and  constructed  important  engineering  wolk^  at  l'iu\inie- 
town,  Needham,  Lexington,  and  many  otliei  plates  in  \ew  I'.ugl.ind 
;uid  the  ^\'est,  being"  established  in  business  for  hiuisi  lf  sinie  iSSS, 
with  an  ollice  al  71;  .St.ile  .Street,  I'.oslou.  The  \\  .d^c  lu  ld  sewri.iL;c 
committee  of  1S92,  .iflur  in  vest  ig.Uions,  sui  veys,  and  designs  I  ly  him, 
reported  upon  a  system  of  sewerage  lor  I  he  li  iw  n,  w  liii  li  rci  <  i  m d  I  hr 
indorsemrnt  of  the  Si, lie  Po.nd  ul  lleallli.  The  wuik  uicluilrd 
iiui(  lent  ally  the  prepaialion  of  a  lU'W  map  <if  I  he  town  on  .1  l.i  1  f;r  si  ,di  . 
showing  il  as  a  whole,  with  contours,  ihanges  in  town  lines,  ,iuil 
street  additions  since  the  J.  IS.  Peers  m;ip  of  1S7.1.  lie  is  .i  membci 
of  the  Boston  .Society  of  Civil  luigineers,  the  \ew  fjigland  Water 
Works  .As.s'ociation,  the  Wakefield  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  cluiirm.in 
of  the  1S95-6  committee  on  sewerage. 
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ride  in  tlie  ])rocussion,  and  so  many  aLce|itt.-d,  tliat  at  one  time  it  was 
a  problem  how  to  furnisli  liarges  enough  for  their  use.  Voiir  com- 
mittee did  not  feel  that  it  was  right  to  discriminate  in  this  matter, 
so,  notwithstanding  the  cost,  every  scholar  who  so  desired  rode  in  a 
barge.  The  nnmher  must  have  e.xceeded  eight  hnndred.  The  sum 
of  >553.50  was  apjiropriated  for  the  use  of  this  committee.       ./.i!  .. 


CHARLES  B.  BOV^MAN, 
Wakcheitl  Postm.ister  in  1S94. 

To  entertain  the  guests  of  the  town  after  the  dismissal  of  the 
procession  and  before  the  e.xercises  in  tiie  town  hall,  was  the  duty 
of  the  committee  on  reception  and  entertainment  of  guests,  of  which 
Geo.  II.  Maddock  was  chairman.  The  use  of  the  lower  room  in  the 
Wakefield  lilock  was  kindly  ijerniitted,  and  in  this  room,  properly 
decorated,  a  lunch  was  served.  Tlirough  air  inxitation  from  this 
committee,  tlie  members  of  the  executive  committee  assisted  at  this 
lunch  in  entertaining"  the  guests  of  the  town.  The  sum  of  ^^300  was 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  this  committee.  A  committee  of  which 
Mr.  Low  was  chairman  had  charge  of  providing  food  for  the  militia, 
the  musicians,  the  police,  and  carriage  and  barge  drivers,  etc.  The 
sum  of  $160  was  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  The  local  fire 
department,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  jsroo  paid  them  from  the 
money  appropriated  to  the  procession  committee,  entertained  the 
visiting  firemen  and  the  members  of  the  \'eteran  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion. Through  an  entertainment  in  the  town  hall  tliey  raised  an 
additional  sum  of  money,  which  w  as  used  in  jjroviding  a  proper  uni- 
form, and  enabled  them  to  make  so  marked  and  favorable  appear- 
ance in  the  parade.  The  committee  on  decorations  and  tablets  of 
which  Mr.  li-  N.  Heath  was  chairman,  in  connection  with  the  com- 
mittee on  location  of  historic  spots,  of  which  C.  K.  Mansfield  was 
chairman,  ])rocured  a  number  of  neatly  lettered  signs  and  used  them 
to  designate  many  of  the  old  liistoric  buildings  and  places  in  town. 
They  also  had  tlie  town  hall,  both  inside  and  out,  the  public  school 
buildings,  and  the  hre  deijartmeat  building  properly  decorated.  For 
the  use  of  this  committee,  the  sum  of  $225  was  appropriated.  For 
the  use  of  the  committee  on  games  and  races,  of  w  hich  W.  A.  Cutter 
was  chairman,  the  sum  of  j;i  no  was  a])propriated.  The  committee 
on  fireworks  and  salutes,  of  which  J.  Fred  Parker  was  chairman, 
provided  a  fine  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening,  on  the  Park  ;  and 
through  the  use  of  dynamite,  salutes  were  fired  at  sunrise,  noon,  and 
sunset,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  (lovernor  and  staff.  They  also 
arranged  for  the  proper  ringing  of  the  bells.  P'or  the  use  of  this 
committee,  the  sum  of  $256  was  apjjropriated.  The  committee  on 
law  and  order,  of  which  C).  V.  Waterman  was  chairman,  arranged 
for  police  officers  from  neighboring  towns,  and  also  for  a  corps  of 
trained  detectives  from  Boston,  whose  duty  was  to  prevent  well- 
known  crooks  from  doing  any  work  in  the  town.    Circulars  were 


also  |)rinted  gi\ing  inforni.ition  in  regard  to  the  location  of  toilet 
rooms  for  women  in  idiarge  of  jiroper  allendanls,  and  where  help 
could  be  (piickly  found  for  the  sick  or  the  injured.  l''or  the  usu  of 
this  committee,  the  sum  of  5^73.55  was  apjin ipi iated. 

The  committee  on  the  [iress,  of  which  W.  1,.  I  'oon  was  chairman, 
procured  .suitable  lleadqiiarters  for  the  newspaper  men  visiting  the 
town.  This  committee  also  had  man)'  interesting  articles  preparetl 
bef(jre  the  celebration  for  the  liosl^in  papers  and  for  others,  notably 
Ollewhich  appcaretl  in  the  IJoston  .Suntlay  Ihyiihl.  \'oui  committee 
sent  a  \'ote  ol  thanks  to  llie  w  riter  of  this  article.  The  sum  of  j;30 
was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  this  cuniniillee.  Tiie  committee  on 
programs,  badges,  and  printing,  of  wliicli  V..  \\ .  I'..iti)n  was  chair- 
man, in  consideration  of  being  furnishetl  with  twent\-li\e  hundreil 
copies  of  the  book  free  of  cost,  arrangetl  to  indorse  the  book  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  W.  and  \V.  F.  I'^aton,  as  an  oll'itial  souvenir  of 
the  celebration  for  circulation  before  and  on  the  day  of  the  celebra- 
tion. (  )n  account  of  the  great  cost  of  this  Iiook  in  ])reparalion, 
Messrs.  I'^aton  made  a  later  i)ri)position  that  they  should  have  the 
sole  control  of  the  edition  tif  the  s(iu\enir,  .igreeing  to  sell  tlie  same 
at  ten  cents  per  copy,  and  to  gi\  e  to  the  committee  li\  e  cents  for 
each  copy  sold.  This  was  accejited,  and  $110  was  realized  from  this 
source.  The  committee  als(i  furnisliL-d  ]5osters  which  were  put  up 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  bailges  for  the  members  of  the  different 
committees,  and  postage,  notices,  and  stationery  for  general  use. 
l'"or  the  use  of  this  committee,  the  sum  of  5^200.87  was  appropriated. 
The  committee  on  historic,  literary,  and  musical  entertainment,  of 
which  C.  \V.  Faton  wds  chairman,  had  charge  of  the  exercises  in 
the  town  hall.  The  matter  of  compensation  to  the  parties  taking 
part  in  the  program  for  the  afternoon  was  left  with  them,  and 
for  their  use  the  sum  of  $100  was  a])propriatetl.  The  sum  of  s,^- 
was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  committee  on  exhibition  of 
historic  articles,  of  which  Fdwaril  .ManslieUl  was  chairman.  A  suit- 
able room  was  ])rocured  and  many  okl  and  interesting  relics  of  past 
days  were  on  exhibition  for  tlie  benelit  of  visitors. 


D.  S.  COLES,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 

Resident  Pljysiciaii  of  Wakefield.    (Graduate  of  Princeton  College,  N.  J., 
and  Hoston  University  .Scliool  of  Medicine. 

There  being  a  misunderstanding  between  the  towns  of  Reading 
and  Wakefield  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  book  of  proceed- 
ings, the  matter  was  considered  iiy  the  joint  committee  of  the  three 
towns.  A  ])roposition  by  Messrs.  'Pwombly  and  Loring  considering 
the  publication  of  a  book  of  proceedings  was  made  to  the  joint  com- 
mittee and  reported  to  the  general  committee.     It  being  indorsed 
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by  ill e  guner.il  cciiniuitlLc,  anil  Ihc  ( cininiiUec  dii  book  of  ])roi.eL-(l- 
ings,  of  which  \V.  S.  ( 1 1 l-luohi;!!  \^a^  c li.iiriuan,  buiiig  relieved  of 
further  coiisideiatioii  of  the  siibjeLl,  the  exei  uli\e  committee  recon- 
sidered its  \'ote  a|)pro])riating  ^■250  for  the  use  of  this  committee  on 
book  of  proceedings,  and  anthori/.ed  its  chairman  to  sign  a  contract 
agreeing  to  pay  Messrs.  Twombly  ant!  Loring  ^250  in  consideration 
of  their  publishing  a  book  of  |)roceedings  under  certain  conditions. 

The  committee  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  R.  (i.  liaton, 
W.  II.  Coon,  and  \Vm.  \'',.  Kernan,  who  volunteered  to  take  charge 


'I'he  following  amounts  were  spent  by  the  dillerent  committees:  — 


I'rocession  and  out-door  music         .....  j'sOi.i.iS 

I  listoric,  literary,  and  musiL.d  entertainment    .        .        .  ')''-75 

I'ress         ..........  I  j.ij  ) 

rrograms,  badges,  and  printing        .....  joo.87 

I  )ecorations  anil  taljlets    .......  '7--35 

Invitations        .........  J73.65 

l'"ireworks  and  salutes       .......  256.00 

Law  and  order  .........  ''4-55 

Rece|)ti<jn  and  eiiterlainnient  of  guests    ....  237.67 

Games  and  races      .       .       .        .        .        .       .       .  i  51.10 

Transportation,  carriages  and  barges       ....  55)-50 

ICxhibition  of  historic  articles  ......  14-73 

Kefresliments  for  militia  .......  156.80 


52,788.09 

Still  due  on  book  of  proceedings    ....  250.00 


^3.038.09 

The  receipts  were  $3,000  from  the  town  ajipropriation,  J16.22 
from  the  committee  on  invitations,  and  jii  10  frr)m  Messrs.  Isaton 
and  Maton,  —  53,126.22. 

Leaving  a  Indance  to  the  credit  of  the  town  of  588.13. 
Vour  committee  held  seventeen  meetings  in  all,  ami  wish,  in 
closing,  to  e.vpress  their  thanks  and  ajipreciation  to  tlie  general  com- 
mittee who  were  members  of  the  sub-committees,  f<jr  their  faithful 
work  in  assisting  to  carry  out  the  program  of  the  day,  anil  for  so 
faithfully  keeping  the  e.xpenses  within  the  appropriation,  thus  pre- 
venting the  calling  for  any  subscription,  and  permitting  a  small 
balance  to  be  returned  to  the  town. 

i:i)\VlX  C.  M[l,l,l':k,  C/nn/m,!//. 
l';Vl';ki:TT  W.  I';.\T()\,  ^Wrr/.ny. 


CALVIN  L.  MARTIN. 


C.M.VIN  1,.  M.\R  l  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Kree/^e)  .Martin, 
was  born  at  CarcUvell,  iV.  IJ.,  June  28,  1852.  lie  attended  the 
cornmon  schools,  passing  through  the  dillerent  grades,  but  was 
unal)le  to  graduate  from  the  high  school  on  account  of  illness  in  the 
family.  Al  seventeen  he  began  railroading,  which  vocation  he  has 
since  follow  eil,  at  jMesent  being  station  agent  at  Reading.  He  is 
also  engaged  in  the  retail  coal  anil  wood  business.  May  30,  1877 
he  married  Julia  Frances  Weston,  a  line.il  descendant  of  John 
Weston,  who  settled  in  Reading  in  1644.  His  two  children  are 
both  deceased.  Mr.  Martin  wa>  one  of  the  democratic  candidates 
for  the  fourteenth  Middlesex  district  in  the  cam]jaigil  of  1891,  being 
defeated  by  only  four  votes.  He  is  a  member  of  Security  Lodge 
208,  I.  O.  O.  F,,  and  Quannapowitt  Tribe  150,  I.  O.  R.  M. 


of  an  ambulance  and  furnish  medical  service  free  during  the  day. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to  the  two  militia  companies  from 
Lynn,  the  Reading  high  school  cadets,  the  signal  corps,  and  the 
firemen  of  Reading  and  Xoith  Reading  for  i)articipating  in  our 
parade.  In  conclusion,  the  following  appropriations  were  made  to 
the  different  committees  :  — 


I'rocession  and  out-door  music 

Historical,  literary,  and  musical  entertainment 

Press  ........ 

Programs,  badges,  and  printing 

Decorations  and  tablets    .        .        .        .  . 

Invitations  ....... 

Fireworks  and  salutes      .       .       .       .  . 

Law  and  order  ....... 

Reception  and  entertainment  of  guests    .  . 
(lames  and  races  ...... 

Transportation,  carriages  and  barges 
E.xhibition  of  historic  articles  .        •       .  . 
Hook  of  |)rocee<lings        .        .        .        .  . 

Refreshments  for  militia,  etc.    .        .        .  . 


$690.00 
100.00 
30.00 
200.87 
225.00 

2  56.00 

73-55 
300.00 
I  50.00 
562.00 

25.00 
250.00 
1 60.00 

$3,296.07 


EXPENDITURES,  QUARTER-MILLENNIAL  CEL- 
EBRATION, TOWN  OF  READING. 

The  following  celebration  e.Kpenditiires  will  Le  read 
with  interest  ;  — 

.vMiuiL.w  (;!•:. 

1').  1''.  lirooks,  ambulance  .....  5i  c.oo 


1!.\.\1)  MUSIC 

Reeves'  American  liand,  music 
Salem  Cadet  Pand,  music 
Woburn  ISrass  Hand,  music 
Lverelt  Fife  anil  Drum  Corps,  music 
Woman's  ,\u.\iliary,  refreshments 


lU  t.XFIRL 


R.  V.  Loring,  horse  hire 
R.  A.  White,  horse  hire 
M.  h'orbes      .Son,  teaming  tie 
Citizens'  ( ias  Light  L'o.,  tar 
Cr.  11.  .\tkinson,  kerosene  . 


M72.50 

'4-^75 
87. 50 
75.00 
24.00 


^2.oo 
6.00 

10.00 
7.00 
5-53 


1!UR1':au  of  in'F( )rmati( )\. 


W.  C.  Kendall,  use  of  tent 
.M.  Hutchinson,  lettering  . 
Copeland  X:  Howser,  cotton  cloth. 


•4  5 


HANQUirr. 


Receipts  from  tickets 
Disbuisemetits  as  follows 


$899.50 
757-«3 


501.75 


30  53 


3-95 


141.67 


,,,,     I,/-  ,.l 


:....,,.fi,.  -^li 

'   ^■'^lud  )■)  'I'll.  - 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


W .  I.  Kugglcs,  |)(,)stuge 

J.  1,.  Mcintosh,  cIil-lUs 

J.  I).  \'alii|iiel,  caleier 

livcMutt  I'.u'kL'i',  scrviifs 

N.  I).  StoodlL'y,  ciUL-lopes 

Francis  Bros.,  ligliting  hall 

I'\)lsom  liros.,  labor  . 

1 1 .  U.  Jiadger,  janitor 

\V.  liancroft,  canopy  . 

\V.  II.  Twombly  iS:  Sons,  printing 

1..  r.arta  i.'v:  ( 'o.,  programs  . 

(i.  I,.  I'arker,  expenses 

James  Robertson,  carjjeiiter 

Wakefield  O//^!//,  ad\ertisiiig  . 

Col.  W'm.  Heals,  decorating 

IJeacon  Male  (Quartette 

C.  \V.  Allen,  chairs  . 

J.  r.  Clement,  expressage  . 


,Hr.oS 
1.50 

505-10 
2.50 
[  [.60 
10.50 
6.50 

5-75 
4.00 
22.50 
19.50 
.65 

3-50 
6.25 
p. 00 
4  r  .60 

35-00 

50.00 


C.\RRI.\GK.S. 
Frank  1^.  Crafts,  carriages  .... 

])1':C<JRATI()NS. 
Col.  Wni.  Iteals,  decorations  . 

FIKh:  l)i;i'AR'rMFNT. 
IC.  C.  Nichols,  horses  for  fire  i.le])artment 

l'IRi;\V()Rlv.S. 

J.  1'.  Clement,  expressage 
11.  .V  M.  R.  R.,  freiglit 
Henry  Casey,  services 
Francis  IJros.,  siiiulries 
]•!.  Wright,  car|)entering  . 
II.  II.  Tilton      Co.,  red-fire 

FINANCK. 
11.  C.  Mimond  tS;  Co.,  stamps  .... 

HI.S'roRIC  I'FACKS. 
.'\.  1'.  l)aiie,  signs  ...... 

HALLS  AND  Ti:N'r.S. 
Reading,  <  )tl<.l   Fellows   liuiltliiig  Association, 

rent  hall  

Reading,  Ockl   Fellows   IJnilding  Association, 

rent  hall  

Mabel  J.  Rlack,  rent  hall  

GRAND  STAND. 
W.  liancroft,  labor  and  material 

l'ROCI';SSI()N. 

Francis  ISros.,  sundries 
J.  D.  Valiquet,  caterer 
Will  S.  Kin.sley,  services  . 
Reading  Laundry,  washing  towels 
H.  Prentiss,  expenses 
(•.  A.  R.  I'ost  194  . 


POLIC]':. 


W.  ().  Dockendorf,  services 
Albert  Tyler,  services 
John  O'lirien,  services 
J.  Henry  Orr,  services 
W.  K.  Cushnian,  services  . 
D.  W.  Herry,  services 
Ci.  L.  Flint,  services  . 
W.  F.  (jray,  services 
J.  P.  Clement,  services 
A.  IL  Cloiigh,  services 
A.  T.  Perkins,  services 

Aiiiiucnl  carried  forward, 


?S.oo 

I  5.00 
I  50.00 


^l3•9' 
219.00 
1 .00 
4.40 
27S3 
50.00 


SS-oo 
6.25 

7-  50 
5-So 
6.2  s 

8-  75 
5.00 
5.00 
1.30 
5.00 
S-oo 

*6o.j7 


»^7  57-'^3 
371  20 

200  00 

^6.00 


50.72 
.65 


173.00 
I  59.00 


316.14 


.  {iiioiiiit  t<rou;:;lit  loniuird. 
City  of  Boston,  services 
Joseph  H.  lifown,  services 
J.  N.  Nichols,  services 
F.  S.  Vermille,  services 
Francis  Bros.,  sundries 
A.  S.  Tuttle,  services 
F.  D.  Merrill,  services 
C.  W.  Witham,  services  . 
Henry  .Stock,  services 
W.  H.  Mears,  meals  . 
W.  B.  Mears,  meals  . 
J.  11.  Whelton,  services 
V .  S.  Vermille,  services 
A.  H.  Clough,  services 
F.  II,  Shattuck,  services  . 
City  <jf  Lowell,  services 
W.  v..  Thorn,  services 
W.  F.  Cook,  services 


Less  amf)imt  received  from  jjermits 


#,60.37 
45.02 

7-25 
7.00 
5.00 
.80 
1 6. 1 4 
12.15 

7-^5 
6.00 

24-37 
1.90 
S-oo 
1.50 
1.50 
5.50 

54-55 
2.50 
2.50 

j?266.4S 
20.00 


PRINTING  AND  A D V FRTI SINC;. 


L.  Barta  &  Co.,  printing  . 

C.  M.  Barrows  iS:  Co.,  printing  . 

W.  II.  Twombly  (\;  S(jn,  printing 

W.  S.  Kinsley,  stationery  . 

F.  F.  Parker,  posting  bills 

J.  P.  Clement,  expressage  books 

W.  S.  Kinsley,  distributing  programs 

J.  P.  Clement,  expressage 


$107.40 

7-75 
62.29 

9.05 
-50 
■'5 

9.00 

'■35 


J''9749 

Less  amomit  received  from  sale  of  programs        1 3.20 


PR  FSS 


W.  II.  Willis,  cigars  . 

F.  W.  I  )anforth,  sign 

C.  .\.  Loring,  sundries 

C.  J.  Peters  lS:  Son,  electrotype 

Winshi]),  Daniels  lV  Co.,  printing 


RI':CFPTU)N  AND 

J.  .A.  Dill,  refreshments  .  .  .  .  . 
W.  H.  Brett  ICngraving  Co.,  engraving 

F.  A.  Winship,  postage     .       .        .  .  . 

Boston  Regalia  Co.,  badges      .        .  ^33.00 

Less  badges  sold       ....  26.40 


INVITATION. 
.        .  566.25 
80.00 
6.70 


S.\LARIh;S. 
W.  S.  Kinsley,  secretary  general  committee 
I).  T.  Bickford,  secretary  executive  committee 


SCHOOL  rp:gimi:n' 

F.  F.  Whittemore,  ch.  .... 
Kirk  Sweetser,  field  for  parade 


6.60 


M  00.00 
87,84 


LOAN  AND  AR' 
Francis  Bros,,  sundries 
C.  J.  Nichols,  watching 
C.  M.  Barrows     Co.,  printing  . 
Allen  Hall     Co.,  decorating  . 
Allen  Hall  &  Co.,  decorating  . 
J.  P.  Clement,  expressage 

Aiiioiiiit  carried  forward 


COl 


LKCTIOX. 


25.00 
8.2  5 
3,82 

15.25 

8.6? 


246.48 


  184.29 


'-7S 
4.80 
5.50 

2.00 


1 7.80 


'59-55 


187.84 


550.00 


$63.54 
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EDWARD  B.  EAMES.  ' 

lu)\\'ARii  I!kaI)Lkv  M\m ICS  was  born  in  Xoith  Wilmington,  ^[ass., 
April  15,  1.S56.  I  lis  parents  were  Nathan  I!,  and  Saraii  W.  l^anies. 
Me  received  a  c(nnnion  scliuol  eduLalion.  In  iSSi.lie  mcjved  to 
Reading  and  engaged  in  the  ice,  coal,  and  lumber  business  for  a 
niimljer  of  years.  At  present  lie  is  a  member  of  tlie  w  holesale  com- 
mission firm  of  Herry  and  IIoNvard,  of  IJoston.  Jan.  21,  iSSo,  he 
married  Clara  J>oLiise  Voiing.  They  have  a  daughter,  Louise 
liradley.  h'or  three  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  ISoard  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  Reading.  lie  is  a  mendier  of  Good  Samaritan 
Lodge,  A.  F.  ^:  \.  Royal  Arch  Cha[)ter,  Hugh  tie  I'ayens  Com- 
mandery,  of  .Melrose,  Security  Lodge,  I.  (.).().  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Reading  Athletic  Club. 


Aiiioiiiit  brought  forward  : 
F.  W.  Danft)nh.  signs       .      .  -."  ■ 
v..  Wight,  car])entering 
n.  I'.  ISosson,  insurance 
W.  liancroft,  brick,  etc. 
Copeland     Bowser,  sundries  . 
Francis  IJros.  .... 
School  Committee,  gas 
Murdock  I'arlor  Crate  Co.,  sundries 


Receipts  from  admissions 
Expenses  paid  from  receipts  as 
below         .       .       .  . 


II.  W.  I'oore,  services 
W.  II.  15anfill,  services 
Orne  Green,  services 
S.  O.  Allen,  services 
G.  A.  Sargent,  services 
A.  I'.  1  )ane,  services  . 
L.  J.  I'oore,  ser\'ices 
Alverde  Parker,  services 
A.  J.  I )avis,  services 
G.  A.  I'arker,  services 
Sundry  items 


37.20 


^63.54 
1 .00 

-.63 
10.72 
2.00 
4.50 

1-44 
10.00 
5.00 

S100.S3 


?4-55 

i^2.00 

■75 
•7  5 

6.00 
6.00 
5.00 
2.00 
1 .00 
5.20 

6.45 
2.05 


$96.28 


SOLXICXIK. 


Loring     Twombly,  appropriations  . 


37-20 


250.00 


S.'XLU'IT'.S. 

Win.  Xokes,  stahling   $15.00 

II.  .\.  N'cwman,  meals   29.00 

battery  ('.,  M.  \'.  M.,  services   ....  163.00 

John  Stciik,  bell  ringing   2.00 

Ralph  I'arkei,  bell  rini.'ing         ....  2.00 


$2  I  I  .DC 


SCIK  )()LS. 

S.  li.  Ilearlinrn,  sundries  . 

Copeland      liowser,  decorations 

11.  I'".  Miller  I'iano  Co.,  barge  . 

(i.  II.  Hathaway,  barge 

T.  .\ orris,  barge  .... 

New  I'.ngland  I  )ecor.iting  t.'o.,  decuraliiig 

Chas.  K.  1 1  ussey,  sundries 

I.  A.  Moulton,  team-hire  . 

S.  W.  bowker  


TK.VNSi'oK'r.vrn  )N. 

lioston  &  Maine  Railroad,  transportation 

YiLLAtH.;  iMi'k()Vi';.Mi';.\i'. 

|.  S.  Temple,  sundries  ..... 

\V.  11.  Twombly  lV  Sons,  [(rinting 

II.  R.  Johnson,  carpentering  .... 


$3-10 
16.55 
I  2.00 
I  2.00 
12.50 
5.00 

3.-4 
2.00 
2.00 


68. 69 
81.25 


$-•50 
2.25 
23.80 


:8.55 


Unexjieiuled 


$3,8  I  0.00 
I  90.00 

84,000.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

I).  T.  i;iCKl'(  )RI),  .SWr,/,irv. 


NORTH   READING  CELEBRATION 
DISBURSEHENTS. 

The  following  riytiie.s  show  the  anioiint  of  money  ex- 
pended by  North  Reading  in  the  effort  to  add  to  the  suc- 
ces.s  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  celebra- 
tion. 


Laid  for 
Laid  for 
Laid  for 
Laid  f.ir 
Laid  for 
Laid  for 
Laid  for 
Laid  for 
aiul 
I'aid  bn 
Laid  for 
I'^xpress, 
Laid  for 
C.  W 
Laid  for 
Laid  for 


])nnting 


if  public  buili.ling 


iiMking  \  lew 

banner^  .... 
landeaus  for  invited  guests  . 
noon-day  lunch  for  invitetl  guests 
transporting  school  children 
transporting  firemen  W'akeliek 
Reatliiig  I  lay 

saddle  horses  for  m.irshals  . 
police  duty  .... 
postage,  and  stationery 
hall  and  banquet  room 
heelock,  car  fares  and  time  . 
( '    H.  (_'arlton,  livery  . 
inenioriat  volume 


Day 


103.50 

37.50 
3.00 
1S.50 
24.00 
16.50 
60.00 


4-.35 

66  66 
7.00 
6.15 

1 7.00 
3.30 
3.00 

50.00 


$458.46 


HISTORIC  PLACES. 

A  FEW  days  before  the  celebration,  twentx'-tive  tablets 
were  placed  about  Wakefield  to  designate  spots  and 
buiklings.  The  tablets  were  made  and  located  under  the 
direction  of  the  coniiniltee  on  dect;ralions  and  tablets 
and   the  committee  on   locating    historic  spots.  The 
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tal)Icts  ;u'(j  large  Ijoaicis  painted  colonial  yellow  and 
lettered  in  l)!atk  paint.  The  inscription  on  each  tablet 
and  the  location  are  given  below,  the  inscription  being 
quoted  and  the  location  in  parentheses. 

"  Site  of  the  hrst  town  pouiul."  { l-'.heiit-zer  Wiley  house,  Main 
Street,  north  of  Universali-^t  churcli.) 

"  IJiiilt  l)y  Daniel  Sweetser  about  iSoo.  'I'iie  residence  of  liurrage 
Vale."    (John  W.  White's  lioiise.  Main  Street.) 

"Weston  lioniesteacl,  165J."  (Spaiikling  liouse.  Crescent  Street, 
near  Main  Street.) 

"  Iloniesteail  of  l-'rancis  Smith,  ir)_|S  ;  early  .settler  anti  inn-hokler. 
On  his  place  originated  the  '  lien  '  and  '  Jehoaden  '  apples."  (N'acant 
lot  opposite  I'leenian  llninious's  house,  Main  Street.) 

"  Mrst  .Sweetser  homestead,  about  lycSo;  previously  part  of  the 
Isaac  .Smith  farm."    (South  corner  of  Nahant  and  Main  -Street.s.) 

"Ken's  pond,  i>Si2."  (/\  little  northwest  of  the  ilagstatf  on 
Comnnjii.) 

"  Here  stood  an  ancient  dwelling  built  about  1730,  for  a  malt  and 
brew  house,  afterwards  the  residence  of  John  (iould.  The  house 
was  taken  down  about  1S6S."  (W.  li.  Daniel's  house,  Pearl  Street.) 

"Town  house  erected  on  the  Common  1S34,  removed  here  18^3." 
(Putney's  shop.  Main  and  .Salem  Streets.) 

"  h'irst  post-ollice  of  South  Reading  was  in  a  building  tliat  stood 
on  this  spot."  (Crawford  Cafe,  soulli  of  L( niversalist  church.) 

"  luitou's  mansion,  built  1S04.  IVist-oltice  and  principal 
store  for  many  years,  antl  center  oi  population  and  trade." 
(Corner  Main  and  .Salem  Streets.) 

"()l(le^t  house  in  Wakefield,  liomestead  of  .Sergt.  John 
Parker;  built  about  1670."     ( Leslie  house,  I'rospect  Street.) 

"()ccupied  in  176^  by  Jonathan  Cowdrey,  afterwards  by 
Dr.  John  Hart,  who  Iniilt  in  it  a  hall  for  the  use  of  Mount 
Moriah  l.cnlge  of  l^'reemasons ;  was  later  a  public  house,  and 
in  more  recent  years  the  residence  of  Col  James  1  lartshorne." 
(Lafayette  Street.) 

"  .\ear  this  spot,  in  1752,  tlie  liomestead  of  .Samuel  Poole, 
stood  an  inn,  famous  in  its  day;  kept  by  Stephen  Hale, 
afterwards  bv  Leonard  Wiley.  The  old  hcnise  was  de- 
molished in  iS(')5."  (In  liaptist  church  grounds  south  of  tlie 
church,  about  in  line  with  \estry  door.) 

"The  l'"irst  Daptist  meeling-house,  erected  iSoo  on  Salem 
Street,  was  removed  to  this  spot  in  1S20,  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1S35,  a  second  house  built  in  iS3C>,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1S71."  (J.  II.  Carter's  lot,  corner  .Main  and  Crescent 
Streets.) 

"  The  earliest,  and  for  about  fifty  years  the  only,  burying 
place  of  Reading  occupied  this  spot.  In  1834,  some  of  the 
gravestones  were  removetl  antl  the  town  house  erected  here." 
(Xortherly  end  of  the  Common  in  front  of  the  pagoda  ) 

"Homestead  and  corn  mill  of  John  Poole,  1644.  The  earliest 
entry  on  the  town  records  relates  to  this  mill,  which  st(jod  in  the 
center  of  this  enclosure."  (Rattan  factory  fence  near  center 
station.) 

"The  first  meeting-house  of  Reading,  built  before  1647,  stood 
near  this  spot."    (Kingman's  ISlock,  post-office.) 

"The  second  meeting-house  of  Reading,  erected  1688-S9,  stood 
where  now  is  the  monument  of  Rev.  John  Mellen,  and  thus  the 
second  burying  ground  grew  up  aroimd  it."  (On  fence  of  the  old 
burying  ground  near  Congregational  church.) 

"This  church,  built  1890-92,  covers  the  site  of  the  third  meeting- 
house of  Reading,  which  was  erected  1768,  remodeled  1837,  turned 
around  and  remodeled  in  1859,  and  taken  down  in  1S90."  (Congre- 
gational church.) 

"Dr.  John  Hart  place,  17S3-183S.  Thg,  old  house,  built  al)out 
[700,  by  the  Smith  family,  was  removed  to  Crescent  Street  in  1859." 
(Mrs.  Laton's  house,  Main  Street,  corner  Summer  -Street,  WakefieUl 
Junction.) 

"  ILnne  of  b^remiah  Hryant,  village  blacksmith,  whose  shop  stood 
at  the  head  of  llu;  (Jommon."  (House  i.>f  A.  N'oimg,  Main  Street, 
corner  liryanl.) 

"  Site  of  the  first  parsonage,  1 68 1-1762,  afterwards  a  tavern  kept 


by  john  X'inton,  S.muu-I  Wiley,  and  uthers."  (PeiMiis  biiililing, 
Conner  .Main  .md  .Mhidn  .Slieels.) 

"Prentiss  house."  (High  schoid  building,  and  desiguated  by  a 
banner.) 

"  The  center  district  schnolhmise  stood  here  171)9-1X^4."  ((  )n 
the  Common,  south  side  of  Church  Street,  opposite  the  old  lowu 
house  site.) 

"  i'liis  house  stood  on  the  northerly  end  of  the  (Jonimon  antI  was 
the  center  district  sehuolhouse,  1799-1834,  and  the  town  meetings 
were  held  therein."  (Dwelling  house  on  Mechanic  Street,  east  of 
Cutter's  stine.)  ■  ■ 


SiMiL.Ak  points  of  historical  interest  in  Reading  were 
also  marked  on  May  29,  1894,  by  suitable  tablets  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

" 'I'he  home  of  t/apt.  James  Pancroft."  (()n  West  Street,  now- 
occupied  by  1".  J.  Ilancrofl.) 

"  Site  of  first  schoolhouse."  (At  the  corner  of  Washingt(ni  and 
\Voburn  Streets). 

"  Site  of  the  first  ibvelllng-liouse."  ( Xorlheast  corner  of  Ha\  en 
and  Sanborn  .Streets.) 

"Cohuiel  Parker's  old  red  house."  (I  hi  A^h  Street,  west  side,  just 
north  of  (Ireen  Street.) 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  N.  WINSHIP, 
Plcisam  Street,  Wakelk-ld. 

"The  ancient  home  of  the  lioutwell  famih."  (()n  north  side  of 
Salem  .Street,  now  occupied  by  .M.  D.  Parker.) 

"  The  resilience  fif  Captain  brooks  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolu- 
ti<inary  War.     He  afterwards  became  (lovernor  of  the  St.ite." 

"The  Old  South  Church,  built  in  1817." 

"The  old  parsonage  where  the  minute-men  drilled  in  1775,  and 
left  the  marks  of  their  liayonets  on  the  ceiling  of  the  kitchen  ;  visited 
by  Lafayette  in  1.S25."  (.\t  northwest  corner  of  .\sh  and  Woburn 
Streets.) 


ORIGIN  OF  LOCAL  NAMES. 

Thk  Reading  Natural  History  Society,  a  few  years  ago, 
learned  the  supposed  origin  of  the  names  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  town  of  Reading. 

l)RA(;oN  CORNIER. 
l'45hraim  and  .\mos  Weston  were  brothers.     l^phraim,  who  was 
grandfather  to  ('litfonl  Western,  settled  on  the  old  place,  where  the 
latter  now  li\es.     .Xmos  renuued  in  iSo)  to  .Maiuhester,  .\.  H.  In 
that  place,  near  him,  li\'ed  Moses  Haseltine,  a  car])enter,  who  made 


I 


I'll  .1'.  <> 


.1'.  ,  -  ,  i;:.  ..1 


f)l'  'I'lIM  AX'Cl  I'-.N  r 

;i  \A\\L-  in  lliL-  I'dnn  nl  ,i  drii^un,  liml  il  ,L;.ni(liU  | i.iiii  1  c  1 1,  and 
I  in  li  i-^  (  .1  r|  )rn  I  ri  \  sin  i|  i. 

Il  \\,i>  llu-  1  iisliini  111  I'-pln.iini  W'rslnn  lo  nnikc  an  .mnnal  \isil  tii 
his  lirulliLT  AniDs.  (  )n  ime  ol  lliusc  \  isils,  alniut  (he  year  i  S  i  he 
pniilia-^ed  a  draL'on  \aneiil  Mi.  Ilaseltine,  liKninlil  it  In  Keadini; 
and  had  il  plaieil  at  llie  idrnei  ul  ihe  sheet-,  near  lu>  residence. 
This  has  ,-in(e  lieen  knuwn  as  lli.iL^mi  I'mner.  Mis.  Il.iiiiel  W  . 
I'aiR-i --1  111,  iHiin  in  i.So^,  d.nn;hler  nf  .\inii,,  Wi'slon,  i^  authmiiv  Im' 
the  aluive  slateineiit. 

HKI'.k  1111,1,. 

.\  deer  is  said  to  h.i\e  I  leeii  she  il  <  m  1  leer  I  I  ill,  a  sin. dl  hill  near 
the  foot  of  lailoii  .Siieel. 

i;.\Kh;  1111,1,. 

The  •'  I  1  ist<ir\  of  ke.idiinj,  "  ir'feis  lo  I  hii  e  I  I  ill,  w  ITn  h  would  seem 
to  indieale  t h.il  the  naiin;  u  .is  i;i \  en  on  aei  onnl  of  the  l.n  I;  ol  t rees, 
t)iit  Mr.  r.ilinund  h!aton,  who  is  aliont  ninel\-li\e  \ears  old,  sa\s  he 
reineinliers  heariinj,  lii--  m.indlallier  tell  ih.it  when  Ke.idins;  w.is  lirst 
settled  there  were  he. lis  on  the  hill  :  and  we-  le.irn  from  .Mr.  |o,-,e])h 
llopkins  ih.il  the  liill  w.is  well  io\ered  with  trees  al  the  lime  hears 
were  seen  there.  Idle  .-,|iellinn ot  both  Ihne  Mill  in  the  sonlhern 
part  of  the  town,  and  II, ire  Me.idow  in  tin-  iiortliein,  were  i  h.in;;'--d 
in  1717  I  loin  I  'le.ir  to  l!are. 

IIIM,  h:.\l). 

Mr.  liaton  regards  Mill  laul  as  lhal  pari  of  the  town  at  the  end 
of  r.are  Mill. 

I'LMDI.XC    I'OI.XT.  ■  . 

I'liddiinj,  "  I'int  "  is  said  to  he  scj  named  from  an  old  man  who, 
foinierlv  livinu,  there,  used  to  e.it  a  great  deal  of  hasty  pnddiinj,  fimii 
a  pint  dish. 

I  )i:\'ii  )i':Nc-h:. 

l)e\iileiu:e  is  a  mearlow  in  ihe  northern  pari  of  Ke.uliiiL;,  so  t  ailed 
because  it  was  a  piece  of  land  usetl  as  a  di\idenil  li)  the  town;  at 
lust  it  W.IS  called  Mivirlend  .Meadow,  whiih  was  easy  lo  corrupt  to 
l)e\idence.  as  il  is  now  calleil. 

lilkCM    Mi;.\l»(  )\\'. 
It  is  called,  in  ihe  old  town  records,  lliichen   Me.idow,  .mil  is  lust 
mentioned  in  1 113-. 

1 1 l:  .\  !)Ri;i )  .\(  Kh:  .M i:.\  i »  )W. 

The  alio\e  name  e.xpl.iins  itself.     Mention  is  lirst  made  of  it  in 

,r„sj. 

IIMlil.R  .XlUK, 
'I'iiiiher  -Veck  is  liisl  mentioned  in   Knjo.     It  is  .1  nei  k  of  l.iiul, 
formerly  co\ered  liy  trees,  with  nie.nlows  or  sw, imps  e.n  h  side,  run- 
ning Iroin  .Salem  Street  low.irds  the  north  .mil  iioilhe.ist. 

I.O.XC    WOODS  1111,1,. 
Long   Woods   Mill,  the  highesi  point  of  kind  in   Re.uling,  is  two 
linndred  .iiid  twelity  sex  en  leel  .dio\e  lii.ilsli   le\  el.      1 1  is  siln.iled  in 
woods  ot  the  s.ime  n. line,' so  i.illed  liei  .iiise  ol   their  leiiglh. 

OHIO. 

(  )hio,  a  lot  of  kind  lietweeii  John  Street  and  ihe  r.iihiiad,  is  sii])- 
poseil  lo  lie  so  11, lined  liom  its  shape,  whiili  reseiiililes  that  of  the' 
Stale  of  I Ihio. 

Ok  l  it  it  >\. 

Oregon  was  l.iid  out  into  Innise  hiLs  .iliont  foil)  li\e  \e.iis  .igo  liy 
Mr.  W.  j.  Wightm.m. 

Me,  with  Ilea.  Milo  I'arkei  .iiid  Mr.  .S.ininel  Pierce,  ga\  e  it  its 
present  name,  which  may  ha\e  lieeii  sni;gested,  from  its  situation  so 
far  to  the  norlhwest  ot  the  settled  vill.ige,  li\  the  d'eriilorv  of 
I  liegoii,  toinied  .ilioiit  the  same  lime. 

1, Oil's    I'OLM)  Mill,. 
After  varii.Mis  guesses,  the  true  origin  of  I  ,okt's  I'oiiiid  Mill  remains 
unsoh  ed. 

Sl,,\l!  CITW 

There  are  two  stories  concerning  the  origin  of  the  name  .Skili 
City,  one  of  which  is  as  follows:  — 

■•  (  )u  either  siile  of  Lowell  .Slreet,  alioul  a  mile  from  the  Common, 
is  a  large  lex  el  ti.iik  of  l.uid  which  leiniin.iles  at  the-  Lowell  Stiei  I 


'OWN  Oh'  Kh,l  )|  M  \'(;.  31,7 

lilidi^e.  Il  Is  si.nielimrs  .  .died  •'I  he  I'kinis,'  hnl  more  freipielllK 
■  I  III.'  Wa\'  k. 11111'  ,\lioiil  lolly  yi'ais  ,igo  this  kind  \\,is  siiiMwi  d 
,iiid  kiid  oiil  inio  slieels  .uid  house  luN,  .ind  ihe  pkiii  leiooh  d. 

■■  Il  w.is  intended  lo  liiiihl  .1  \ill,iL;e,  iLie  koshiii  .\  M.iine  kailio.nl 
pioiiiisiiig  lo  slo|)  Ir.iiiis  whc-11  ,1  Leil.iiii  niiinliei  ol  Inuisi-s  li.id  lii  eii 
liiiill.      Ihe  pioji',  lois  of  ihe  eliteiprise  olleieil   house  l,,ls  lieelo 

the    lilsl    people    wlii.    W.inid    llllild,    i  dcr    lo    lollii   Ihe  Ili'W  sellle 

ineiit.ainl  jeieini.ih  |)el.i\  ,i,,epled  ihe  oil,  r.  Ihe  doiio  1  s  |  o  1  e,ol 
one  iniporl.iiil  loiidilion,  and  lhal  w.is  lo  spei  if\'  llie  kind  of  ,1 
house. 

"Mr.  I  lel.i\,  heing  of  .111  ecoiioinii  .d  I  u  in  of  1  n  i  nd,  i  ,  n  u  1  uded  lo 
ni.ik  e  t  he  I  osl  of  his  hoiise  in  k  eepiiig  w  il  h  llie  1  os|  1  if  1  he  |o| ,  .md 
ereili'd  ,1  \e'rx  hiiiiilile  alioile,  possili|\-  using  sunu-  skiKs.  Lp  lo 
this  time  the  'litv'  h.id  iiol  keen  n. lined,  lull  a^  \li.  I  )eki\ 's  lioiis,. 
.issumed  s|i.i|)e.  it  seemed  ipiile  .1  pp  1  opi  i.i  I  e  lo  i.dl  ihe  lU'W  pl.ii  e 
Sl.d.  I  ily." 

d'ln;  sei  olid  sloiy,  .mil  pioh.dily  llie  more  ari  ur.ile-  one,  i-,  ih.il 
alioiil  forty  ye.Us  ago  .\mos  k'linl,  l.iiiies  L.iin  rofi,  .md  ollieis.  who 
loiigreg.ited  one  evening  in  one  ol  the  old-f.ishioned  shoe  sh.ips 
w  hich  were  to  he  found  in  iie.irlv  e\  ei  \'  neigh  1 10 1  Inn  .d  .it  lli.il  lime, 
amiised  Iheiiisehes  liy  seleiliiig  ,1  11, line  for  I  h  e  sell  leineii  I ,  w  h  ii  h 
then  lompiised  Ice  dwellings.  Heing  in  .i  joiukir  mood,  ilie\'  hil 
upon  Skill  ('ily. IS  I  leing  I  idii  nloiis  enough  lo  s.il  isfy  l  heir  sense  of 
liiinioi,  .iiul  Iriilhlul  enough  to  lie  e.\c  iis.d  )le,  fin'  I  lime  w  .is  .1  s.iw - 
inili  III  ihe  neiglil  101  i  d. 

ki;,w.\  Mi:.\i)ow. 

Ikiik  ill  the  years  when  .1  0  look  the  pl.n  i-  of  ,S  in  (he  hundreds, 
a  I  [lany  o|   h.ivm.ikeis  sl,iile-<l  for  home  .iflei  a  d.i\'  ot  toil.. 

.\s  ihey  re. idled  the  liiook  11111111111;  Ihroii^h  ihe  iiumiIow,  ,ine 
niemher  less  we.ir\'  ih.m  the  others  pn.piised  lo  le.ip  llie  siie.iiii. 
.\his  lor  the  pkiiis  1,1  111. Ill  '  Me  kciided  not  on  I  he  opp,  1  -  i  |  e  1  m  11  k  , 
lint  ill  ihe  iiiidsl.  and  his  conip.inions  lie.iid  not  his  1 1  i  11  inpli ,111 1  slionl 
of  ■•llnri.ilil"  tor  his  tongue  slipped  walk  his  feet,  and  •■  ke.i  \  .1  '  " 
re.n  hed  his  fellow -kilioi  ers  as  he  went  do  w  11  in  to  1  h  e  w  ,lt  i  r.  kh.il 
inline  slid  in. irks  ihe  spot  known  as  ke,i\,i  .M  eado  w  ,  w  h  ic  li  is  si  1  n- 
aled  in  ihe  iiorl  hw  esterii  p. ill  ol   ihe  town  in;. 11  the  lliuid.ind  f.iiiii. 

MLkUN   iioi.k;.  i,(>\\'s  .\i  i:.\ I  M  iw. 

i'oKi:k  Mi:.\iHiw. 

.Merry  Mole  is  .1  sin. ill  nie.ulow  west  of  Long  Wooils.  iie.iiL  snr- 
roniideil  hy  wooderl  hills.  Some  of  ihe  hind  iie.ir  li\-  w.is  owned  liv' 
.1  111.111  n. lined  .Meiiow.s,  .md  il  is  llnmghl  thai  ihi-,  loo  111. i\  foiiueiK- 
h.i\e  keen  ,1  p.ii  I  o|  his  possessions,  .md  M  errv  111  a  \  lie  .1  1  on  1 1  .n  lion 
of  .Meirow. 

.\e.ir  Men}'  Mole  is  Low's  .Meadow  ;  keyond  ih.il.  I'okei  Meadow, 
where,  il  has  keen  suggested,  .1  huge  ainounl  of  pokeweeil  li.is  keen 
found. 

Ml  no  1:  Mot;    Woo  MS. 

Hedgehog  Woods  .lie  on  llie  righl  ol  West  Street,  iie.ir  the  Wil- 
minglon  line,  .md  weie  so  ii.inied  from  I  he  hedgehogs  w  hieh  wrae 
thei  e  ye.irs  .igi  1. 

MIUI  \  L.klDCk:. 

It  W.Ls  loiiiieily  the  ciislolii,  where  a  liiook  i  lossed  .1  id.nl,  lo 
lea\e  at  one  side  of  ihe  liridge  .in  open  pi. ice  fm-  horses  and  i.ilile 
lo  dri\e  through  .uid  drink.  .\t  the  liisl  Inidge  lids  side  ol  \\  d- 
iningloii,  on  W  est  .Si  reel,  the  w  .iter  w.is  ,il  w  .i\s  si  1  miiihU  1  li.i  i  when 
.111  .1111111, il  w. liked  ihiough.it  W.IS  iii.ide  iiiilil  lo  d  1  i  n  k  ;  hein  e  I  he 
inline. 

.MINIS  Lk.kl.M,   1,0  kS. 

Tlu'Se'  lots,  one  sitii.ited  near  Noilli  ke.idiiig,  .mil  one  on  the  iioilk 
side  of  l''oresl  Slieel,  were  Wood  lots  owned  In  the  p.iiish,  kwenl\' 
cords  of  Wood  per  ye. 11  from  these  lots  wane  don.iled  to  ihe  minister, 
.iiid  the  income  fioiii  the  s.ile  of  wood  was  used  lo  p.iy  the  p.iiish 
expenses. 

Milling  the  great  g.ile  of  Sepleinlier,  l,St5,  a  huge  .iiiioiiiil  of  iini- 
hel  was  ]iioslialed.  Thewond  mi  lhemiiiisleli.il  kinds  w  , is  e.\  ten- 
six  ely  d.im.iged,  .iml  i  11  o  1 ,  k  1  tos.ne  the  lindier  llie  p.ilisli  w  as  k  li 
lo  llllild  . I  IK  W  liiecliiig  house,  \x  hiih  w.is  dedii.ilediii  i.Si.S.  I  his, 
now  si.iiiding,  is  known  ,is  the  1  Md  .Soul  h  I  hnu  li. 
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I.AM':. 

|)eliiiile  info]  iiKiliijii  as  Id  llu-  iiriL;iii  nt  lliis  ii.mie  iiol  liucn 
oljtaiiird.  It  was  fonnerly  .in  nlil  (.miiily  ro.ul,  iiiiuiiiif;  liom  llie 
(1)111111(111  aiui  jiiiiiiiif;  lli^'i  .^tn-ut  near  the  old  1  I  arl.slK  i  nic  ])hu 
limiiL-il  siiniu  veai>  'A'j.n.  1 1  lia^  lieuii  i  .illed  l.dve  Lane  ihiity  or 
lolly  years,  lull  prolialily  not  until  alter  Lowell  Street  was  linilt  and 
the  old  road  lietauie  disused,  e\ee|)t  as  a  liy  path  and  pleasant 
stioUini;  place. 

In  eonneLlioii  with  this,  it  may  be  iiitereslini;  to  state  that  at  the 
time  of  the  Kevuhitionaiy  \\  ar,  the  dilleienl  towns  were  rei|uiixrl  to 
keep  on  haiul  a  t  el  tain  amount  of  powder. 

'The  powder  hoii^e  in  Keadini;  stood  on  a  roc  1;  on  the  hill  Lack  of 
Mr.  I'leileiiik  \\  .ikelield's,  w  hii  h  is  the  hist  house  in  Lo\e  Lane. 
'rhi>  was  renio\ed  on  aiaoiiiit  of  a  hidluw  in  the  ruek  in  wliieh 
water  eolleited  during  r.iins,  niakiuL;  the  ])owilei"  ilani|). 

SCi  )1  L.\M). 

At  the  time  of  the  Kia  olutioiiary  \\  ar  a  company  of  .Scottish 
11  ighlander-,,  i|uailei"ed  on  tile  old  I'lescolt  place  on  .Summer 
.\\eiiue.  Used  to  go  up  on  the  hill,  whiili  has  since  keen  (.ailed 
Si ulkind,  to  plav  their  k.igpipe-,. 

CL.M.MIXCSN'll.Lk..        _\l  LI  )\l  LLi:.        M  .V  IM.I  A'A  Li;. 

.\lioiit  the  year  1.S54,  Mr.  Amos  (.'ummings,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Loan  k'niid  .\ssociation,  kought  of  khomas  .Sweetser  the 
ti.ict  of  land  now  known  .is  Mud\ille,  kiiil  out  the  streets  aiul  in- 
duced some  mechanics  to  kuild  cottages,  atUancing  money,  or 
rather  liiiilding  for  them,  they  to  p,iy  weekly  dues  as  interest  or  rent 
until  such  times  as  the  accrued  aiiKjunt  W(udil  result  in  full  pay- 
ment, somewhat  after  the  [jrincipleof  the  Cooperative  Ikiiik  ■system, 
kilt  the  panic  of  1S57  coming  on  (piite  suddenly,  ami  the  koaii 
I'  uiul  Assoiiatioii  having  e.xp.iiided  its  kusiness  keyoiul  control,  sud- 
deiik'  collap-.ed,  and  inextricable  confusion  was  the  consef|uence  ; 
some  thai  had  paid  in  a  t  onsidei  .ikle  amount  lost  ;ill  they  had  put 
in,  others  secured  their  houses  at  a  very  small  sum.  Mr.  Cunimings 
suffered  liea\il\'  with  the  rest.  In  laying  out  the  streets,  the  soil 
was  taken  off  to  kuild  the  eiukankments  for  the  houses,  a  very 
small  amount  of  gravel  put  in  its  place,  and  the  rains  w.isheil  it  \  eiy 
easik  into  a  cl.i\e\  mud,  and  the  name  .Mnd\ille  \  ery  appropriately 
took  the  pktce  of  l/ummiiigs\ ille  akinit  l'S57. 

k'or  sexer.d  veais  after  the  town  refused  to  do  aiiylhing  for  the 
streets,  and  the  name  seemed  ev  identl)'  to  mean  to  slick  to  the  lo- 
cality as  linig  and  as  closely  a>  the  mud  to  the  leet.  liiit  as  the 
streets  kv  \  arious  means,  private  and  public,  became  better,  ami  the 
maple  trees  lhat  had  keen  planted  when  the  setlleilienl  kegaii  h.id 
grown  to  ke  more  conspicuous,  the  roideiits  deeming  llie  nickname 
rather  a  stigma,  made  cpiite  ,111  ellort  to  foist  the  name  of  .Maple\ale 
(ui  to  the  commnnily  instead,  until  now  it  is  tlnjuglit  the  name  applied 
to  ils  e.iilier  davs  may  gradually  f.ide  fnmi  memory,  to  take  it^  hua 
lion  in  some  more  .ippropriale  region. 

..    ()(  )kL  S\  ILLkk 

'I'he  land  here  was  laid  out  by  l''ram  is  Kingman.  'I'he  lirsl  house, 
at  the  c-ornei  of  lleliiKmt  and  (h.mge  Streets,  was  built  akout  1S30. 

Ill  1S62,  I  weed's  market  was  mo\etl  there  and  occupied  k\  .Mi. 
Kellev  .IS  a  so.ip  factory. 

Ill  I.Slnj,  a  luuise  was  knill  ky  llenry  (loins  .iiul  the  place  named 
( ;i)rns\ ille,  ky  1''.  Kingman,  Win.  (  lenient,  and  .\.  11.  I'lirner. 

MAV  .\LVI<liLl',lli:AI). 
.\   portion  of  country  lying  in  the  northeastern   part  of  .\oith 
Reading,  and  so  called  probably  because  of  ils  rocky,  rugged  sur- 
face.    It  is  mentioned  in  tlie  records  of  the  old  .North   I'reiincI  as 
early  as  17.SS,  when  the  parish  \oled  to  support  a  scdiool  there. 

A  LOOK  BACKVNiARD. 

In  tile  days  and  llie  years  wlien  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury was  niucli  younger,  and  tlie  only  schoolliouse  in 
the  center  of  .South  Readinj;'  was  a  one-room  structure, 
of  homely  and  humble  appearance,  and  the  h\te  Hon. 
Lilley  Eaton  used,  during  the  winter  term,  to  wield  the 


iiKigisterial  rod,  the  schooliiinster  often  piddiiced  fidin 
his  versatile  pen  jjieces  loi  drclainaliun  1)\'  liis  [iiipiks, 
and  to  add  r'iV<i'/'  Lo  the  mdalile  exercises  of  llie  closing 
"  examinalion  da)'."  These  recitations  were  iisiiall\-  in 
rh\iue,  and  alw.tys  contained  some  local  allusions,  with 
touches  ol  nati\'e  iiumor,  tiiat  found  read\-  .ip|)reci.ilion 
on  the  e.vhibition  tlay  from  a  crowded  house. 

One  of  these  literal)'  effusions,  that  had  a  vill.ige  pop- 
ularity in  its  cl.iy,  has  l)een  rescued  fiom  oblivion,  and 
is  given  kielow,  copied  from  the  oiigin.tl  dr.ifl  !))•  Mr. 
IvUon.  written  for  one  of  the  youngest  of  his  [Mipiis, 
(".eorge  .\.  W.tlton,  and  recited  by  him,  at  the  age  id  nine 
years,  on  the  gre.U  and  liii.tl  d.iy  of  ihe  winter  term 
of  i8:;o,  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  gathered  c-omp.iny. 
.Mr.  Walton  is  now  a  veteran  edticator  of  assiiied  f.ime, 
wliose  mathematical  series  .ire  in  all  the  schools,  and 
wdio  is  a  member  of  tlie  Slate  lioard  of  lulucition.  liis 
portrait  embellishes  another  page  of  this  \  oliime.  'i'hoiigh 
long  an  absentee  from  the  old  paths  of  his  nati\'e  town, 
e\'idence  is  not  wanting  that  he  still  fondl)-  recalls  ihe 
scenes  antl  deeds  of  life's  young  day. 

The  old  Center  Sclioolhouse  referred  to  stood  on  ihc 
Common,  a  few  roils  south westerlv  of  Pearl  Street, 
and  slill  exists  as  a  modest  tlwelliiig-house  on  .Mechanic 
Street. 

SOUTH  READINCj  IN  I830. 

hail  to  the  kind  whic  k  gav  e  me  my  kii  tli, 
d'he  happiest  kind  ihcie  is  on  the  e.ii  lh  ; 
Where  k'reediun  .mil  Knowledge  together  .ue  foniiil, 
.\nd  ple.isures  iinciuinled  exist  .ill  .iround. 
.Ml  li.iil  lo  the  State,  \vhose  kiight  f.ime  and  glorv 
.\doin  e\'ry  leaf  of  our  national  stoiv. 
Who  lir^t  spill  her  blood,  .is  well  as  her  te.i. 
In  defense  of  the  fair  liberty  tree. 
.\ll  h.iil  to  the  town,  which  myself  wa>  bred  in. 
That  wears  ihe  music. il  name  of  Soiilh  Reading  ; 
l  lie  pleasanlesi  |il.ice,  with  regard  lo  loc.ition, 
'ko  ke  found  any  w  heie  lirioiighoul  ihe  whole  u.ilioii  ; 
kw(j  iie.il,  sp.icioiis  churches,  with  glillering  spires. 
Whose  lops  , ire  seen  sp.ukling  'mid  liea\eu'-,  kiighllires, 
I'ldckiim  to  the  world  the  solemn  regard 
khe  people  .ill  feel  fol'  the  W(n-ship  of  (iod. 
Mere  .ilso  is  seen,  on  yonder  sin, ill  moiiul, 
.\ii  cleg. ml  luuise,  wherein  is  ,1  Icmut, 
k'rom  which  issue  forlh,  in  akmid.iiit  ]jrofusiijn, 
'khe  rich,  honeyed  streams  ot  f.iir  ka liic.il ii m. 
'khe  next  thing  of  Hole  which  collies  to  our  \  iew 
Is  the  (  'enter  .Sclioolhouse,  p. lit  (del  .ind  part  new, 
.\  kku  k,  sh.ipeless  old  111. iss,  much  more  lilting 
Lor  klac  ksmilhs  and  linkers  ih.in  si  ho(ds  .md  town  meeting, 
'khe  next  thing  in  course  which  attention  doth  siimnion 
Is  the  le\el  .ind  huge  elegant  ('onimon, 
-\doined  ill  summer  with  carpels  of  green. 
Where  laltle,  .md  children,  .mil  soldiers  .ire  seen, 
'khe  last,  though  not  le.ist,  thing  wide  li  now  1  sh.ill  n.ime, 
Is  (  del  Re.uliiig  I'lmcl,  long  well  known  to  fame, 
(  hi  whose  surlace  in  summer  there  ili.iy  be  seen 
khe  while  sails  cd'  the  sloop  unfurled  to  the  wind  ; 
Where  the  lisherman  liiids  reWLiicI  for  his  tciil, 
.\n(l  the  duck-hunter's  koat  is  loaded  with  spoil; 
lis  shores  exhibil  a  scenery  so  rare, 
'I'hat  scarcely  .X.ih.int  can  with  il  compare. 
'I'hese  are  some  of  the  things,  though  cuily  a  part. 
Whic  h  render  .South  Re.iding  so  de.ir  to  my  he. ill. 
And  as  your  p.itieiice  is  dcniklless  e\i)ended, 
I'll  stop  where  1  am. — .So  my  story  is  ended. 


